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Category: Agriculture

PROMOTION OF MILLET-BASED PRODUCTS

About

e Launched by the Government of India to promote millets in food products and encourage
value addition. The scheme covers the period from FY 2022-2023 to FY 2026-2027 with
an outlay of ¥800 crore. To ensure smooth implementation, the government has
introduced a user-friendly portal, created dedicated support groups, and conducted
weekly meetings with applicants for progress tracking and issue resolution. This
scheme is going to boost the millet industry, promote local sourcing, and improve the
availability of millet-based products in the market.

Eligibility Criteria

¢ The scheme eliminates the threshold investment requirement, making it accessible to
more applicants.

e Companies must achieve a minimum year-on-year sales growth of 10% over the
base year to qualify for incentives.

e Only locally sourced agri-products (except for additives, flavors, and oils) should be
used in millet-based products.

o Ready-to-Eat and Ready-to-Cook Products.
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e The program encourages sales of branded consumer packs that contain more than
15% millet by weight or volume.

Beneficiaries

e At the time of initiation, 30 beneficiaries were enrolled, and after one withdrawal, there
were 29 beneficiaries in the scheme.

o To date, ¥3.917 crore has been released to 19 applicants for FY 2022-2023.

Impact on Local Agriculture

e The need for locally procured agricultural products has increased local production and
procurement.

Progress and Achievements:
e According to the Union Minister of State for Food Processing Industries, Shri Ravneet
Singh Bhittu, through a written reply in Rajya Sabha.

o FY 2022-2023 claims had to be filed in FY 2023-2024.

o The continued support of the scheme has helped in the development of millet-
based food products in India.

Cateqory: Science and Tech

India's Digital Revolution: Transforming Infrastructure for Innovation,

Inclusion, and Global Leadership
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India’s Digital Revolution

India's transformative journey in digital infrastructure underscores its commitment to innovation,
inclusivity, and efficiency. By leveraging cutting-edge technologies like cloud computing, Al and
through initiatives like Aadhaar, UPI and DigiLocker, India has emerged as a global leader in
digital adoption.

N

India Digital Infrastructure Landscape

e Increased Data Centers: In order to satiate growing requirements of cloud, data, and
AI/ML applications, the Indian data center business is also scaling up.

e High-tech national data centers such as Bhubaneswar, Hyderabad, Pune, and Delhi
have been initiated by NIC under National Data Centres.

e Capacity Expansion: NDC storage capacity has reached about 100PB, with 5,000
servers supporting cloud workloads. A new Tier-1Il NDC with 200 racks, expandable to
400 racks, is being set up in Guwabhati to further support the Northeast region.

e National Data Centre for Northeast India: The NDC-NER was launched in September
2020 to bridge the digital divide and promote socio-economic development in the region.

Improving Cloud Services: NIC and MeghRaj

e NIC National Cloud Services: Launched in 2022, this initiative aims to improve national
cloud infrastructure, enhancing e-Governance services and ensuring efficient service
delivery across 300+ government departments.




Current Affairs Capsule for 9" December 2024
(cLASS24)

Gl Cloud (MeghRaj): This platform provides cloud-based ICT services to government
departments at the Centre and in States/UTs, promoting nationwide cloud adoption and
supporting the deployment of e-Government applications such as digital payments and
identity verification.

Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI): A Game-Changer

Foundational Digital Systems: DPI includes Aadhaar, UPI, and DigiLocker, which
transform public services.

The Aadhaar has provided a unique biometric identity for 138.34 crore individuals, while
the UPI has facilitated 24,100 crore digital transactions as of June 2024.

Other Digital Platforms: DigiLocker has more than 37 crore users, providing digital
document verification.

» DIKSHA is the largest education platform, which has been able to deliver
556.37 crore learning sessions.

= Other significant platforms include GeM, UMANG, Co-WIN, and Aarogya
Setu, serving health, education, and public service needs.

National Knowledge Network (NKN)

High-Speed Data Communication Network: NKN connects National and State Data
Centres, District Connectivity, and Digital India initiatives, supporting Government-to-
Government (G2G) and Government-to-Citizen (G2C) services.

It has linked over 1,800 institutions, enabling digital governance and efficient e-
government service delivery.

Common Services Centres (CSCs): Reaching Rural India

CSCs Network: Over 5.84 lakh CSCs across India, including 4.63 lakh at the Gram
Panchayat level, deliver over 800 services ranging from government schemes to
education, telemedicine, and financial services.

Citizen-Centric Digital Services

UMANG App: A unified mobile app providing access to over 2,000 government services
from 207 departments. With over 7.12 crore users, it simplifies citizen interaction with
government services across sectors such as health, education, and pensions.

MeriPehchaan: An integrated SSO platform offering single-authentication access for all
government services, with 132 crore+ transactions.
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e e-Sign and API Setu: The former facilitates digital signing; the latter, with its 6,000 plus
APls, ensures seamless exchange of data and delivery of services.

Redefining Government Functionality

o DigiLocker: The leading platform for issuing and verifying documents with over 37 crore
registered users transforming the way of managing documents.

e The Entity Locker add-on supports organizations with secure cloud storage and
verification services.

o CollabFiles and GovDrive: The platforms support secure document management,
allowing government officials to create, share, and store documents safely.

e Gov Intranet Platform: A safe gateway for the government employees to access all the

applications, including eMail, eOffice, and more that are being used to enhance
government processes.

Conclusion

« Commitment to Digital Innovation: India's digital transformation has proven that the
country is committed to inclusion, innovation, and efficiency.

e Projects such as Aadhaar, UPI, and DigiLocker have placed India at the top of the global
scale for digital adoption.

e Global Leadership: Through such use of technologies like cloud computing and All,

India is not only building better governance and public services domestically but also
inspiring scalable digital solutions globally-not least in the Global South.

Category: Economy

De-dollarisation not on the table: Reserve Bank of India (RBI)




Recently, RBI Governor clarified that India has not taken steps toward de-dollarisation and is
rather focused on de-risking its domestic trade from geopolitical upheavals. The current
geopolitical scenario has led to many uncertainties which has set speculations of widespread
economic turmoil.

What is de-dollarization?

About: It aims to reverse dollarization (historical domination of US dollar in global market)
causing a significant reduction of its use in world trade and financial transactions.

Recent Trends: Countries like India, Brazil, Russia, China, and Indonesia are opting for local
currency trade to break the US dollar monopoly.

India has permitted trading invoicing in Indian Rupees (INR) with many countries, including
Russia.

The recent BRICS Summit held at Kazan in 2024 also touched upon the possibility of a common
BRICS currency.

Why do countries opt for De-dollarization?

Reduction of Exchange Rate Risk: It lets the countries trade in their native currencies, thereby
minimizing risks arising from fluctuations in US Dollar value.

Better Control on Monetary Policy: Countries can carry out strategies that are suited to the
conditions of their economy, free from US Dollar pressure.

Geo-political advantage: Shift the power dynamic to challenge US dominance and the
weaponization of the dollar through sanctions, etc.

What are the issues facing De-dollarization?
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Affect Financial Transactions: Since many commodities, like oil, gold, etc. are currently priced
and exchanged in dollars.

Financial Instability: Suddenly shunning dollar might put the domestic currencies at risks like
volatile exchange rates, expensive debts, etc. etc.

Conclusion: In case of India, de-dollarisation can be complemented with internationalisation of
Ruppee—rupeefication, that would provide complete freedom over buying or selling of the rupee
by an entity.

Background:
During the Johannesburg Summit (2023), Brazilian President proposed a common currency for
the BRICS countries. It is his argument that countries that do not use dollars should not be

coerced into trading in the dollars.

e He has also clamored for a common currency in the Mercosur region of South American
countries.

e The BRICS countries have considered diversifying away from using dollars for their
transactions.

e« E.g., India and China have been increasingly turning to alternative currencies to make
oil-related settlements with Russia, making a complete bypass of the dollar.

e In the Kazan summit 2024, an illustrative BRICS banknote was unveiled
Advantages of BRICS common currency

e BRICS avoids dependence on the U.S. dollar that dominates trade and finance in the
time of sanctions.

e Economic sovereignty for BRICS as it minimizes exposure to currency fluctuations and
makes BRICS more powerful in international financial regulatory governance.

o Facilitate trade amongst BRICS Nations, as a common currency simplifies transactions
and reduces transaction costs.

e Common currency could further strengthen funding by the New Development Bank
(NDB).

Challenges associated with BRICS common currency

Complications in currency integration: The varied economic systems and levels of
development which member states of BRICS could complicate currency integration. E.g.,
adoption of common currency was feasible in the European Union (EU) because of similar
levels of development in Europe.

Political coordination: It is a pretty complex process to shift from the US dollar. Coordination
of the monetary and fiscal policies of different countries with their political systems and priorities
would be tough.
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Requires coordination among Central banks: A stable common currency needs a sound
economic and monetary framework as well as coordination of the Central banks of member
states.

Dollar's dominance & role as Reserve Currency

Since the end of World War I, the dollar has been the most widely used currency for
international trade.

The U.S. wields a vast geopolitical leverage by controlling the global financial system, through
mechanisms like SWIFT (the system banks use to facilitate international payments).

Foreign exchange reserves and international trade (particularly trade in oil and oil industry
related commodities) are primarily dominated in US dollars.

A reserve currency is a foreign currency which the Central banks keep as part of their official
reserves.

Countries like to hold reserves in currencies which have larger and more liquid markets, so that
such reserves can be easily drawn upon.

The US Treasury market, which is the biggest and the most liquid bond market in the world,
strongly underpins the dollar's supremacy.

Countries that maintain dollar reserves can borrow at cheaper rates and this also assists in
keeping the borrowing rates low for the US.

Push for de-dollarisation: The world is witnessing an increasing push for de-dollarisation, even
though the dollar remains dominant, for economic and geopolitical reasons.

The global movement towards de-dollarisation is a complex, gradual process driven by
geopolitical and economic realities.

Hindi
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. FARHA
o WIed 3cUrel H SToRT T ST &t 3R Hod Hatiel i HIcHTGe et o oIl R

TRER GaRT dlled [T I1AT| g AlTeAT U AT Pl HaX Il & AT a¥ 2022-
2023 @ faedir a¥ 2026-2027 % T800 FUS F IRIT & WY | TS HrAT-ade]
GIATEIT el oh TIT, AIHR o Ueh YOI T § IYANRMHAT & HeJhel Wee, STl
o1 gATST wgrdT g, 3R Hare fhar arcarfes dod werfa ¢fer 3t T
AT & ToIT 37TdEehl & AT | Tg ANSTAT SToRT 3T Y TETAT oo, TATATT TN
T FETaT ot 3R TSR H FToRT IR Scdrel T 3ueretrdr H U Flel arell 3
. UTEdl ATYES:

o T AT fAIr T HAT FATCT X &l &, oo g A8 et & T Ferst &
ST B

o Ul Y Teh ST gTile Htelt gl =T a¥-gv-a¥ fashr gig 10% Pearge
& T 31&aT ITed et o foIT 3MUR v & 31|

o FHad T T { WIed FY 3c9Tq (TISfeed, Felat 3R ol Sl BIgT) T 3uTaT
STSRT-3MUTRA 3cural # fhar ST anfg el

o @ & AT R 3R g & v R 3
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o A 138 IUHFAT 3 I fashY Fr MR F3ar S aoreT a1 AT & A
¥ 15% & 31T STeRT 811
. areef:
o BT & HHY, 30 ATHTRIAT oY ATHITehel THT 1T T, IR Teh foieprell & e,
TISTAT 7 29 Tt |
o 3TST dh, facd a¥ 2022-2023 & fAIT 19 3Tdgehi &l 3.917 S IR ThT 3T ¢
. T F¥ 9T gama:
o TUENY TR W EIE 1T Y Scdret i HTaeTehdl o T Scdleet AR TG &
gig el
. YIIfd U9 39T
o AT TIeH FHERIUT 3T T FHAY 47 Taaiict g g & 3@, Teaaen & veh
fofad 3cax & Arcgw 4
faed a¥ 2022-2023 & g1d facdi av 2023-2024 # gif@e fohw o I
AISTeAT & foe FAY 8 HRA H SToNT-3TTR Tled 3cdrel & faerd #
Hee A gl

AofY: AR 3T dHdlh
2. IRA I RS wifc



Current Affairs Capsule for 9" December 2024
(cLASsS24)

India’s Digital Revolution

fSforee gfaramdY & # o it aREdTHRY AT FaraR, FATARIr X garar &
STl SEehT Tfag ! WTTehel AT §. Foll38 HTYIEI, UNTS SIET JcAqTeforen
clehaiTehl ST SITST 33TehY 3R TR, JUI3TS 3N fSSieient Sl Tgail & ATETH 4,
IR fBfSee 39a= & v AfRas Adr & 9 H 33T &

o R Bfoed sopReaR dsThy

o W §U ST g FOAI3Z, 32T 3R TSMS/THTS 51T T FGcll TR i G

I o foIT, YR ST TexX gaaryT #Y 56 W g
= TSI ST gl & A TeA3TSHT GaNT Haa1eay, gedrarg, gor 3 fEeel St
3T cTohaileh dlel ISEIT ST shal shT BT I 18§

o mmzmmmmloomﬁqgamég,mﬁs,ooo
T FeAT38 Teholls &l AT d o | Tafed? &1 I 3R 31T FALH &t & fow
I[ETGTET # 200 Y& dTell Teh 7T {11l TASHET AT foharr 517 381 8, 518 400 3
e SoTIT ST ThTT £

o YafeaR #RA & AT T 31 &g TIEI-UAS3R H 417 # 3forea fsmee &t
qrest 3R TATToTeR-31T AT T soraT &Y & forv fAdeR 2020 & dier famam arr
|
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o FAT33 WaAnHT F FUR: TS 3R A

o TUANTEH TSET FAT3S AATE: 2022  YE T 971 SH Ugel I 3237 ASEIT FAI35
IiAATEY e & GUR e, $-aTae1d Yar3it ol Felar X 300+ THRY fasmait &
el BT T giafed e &

o ST FA3S (AERTS): Tg TcHIA hg R TSN/ TGeit 7 TIhRT st
I FOT3S- TR ITSHET AT TeTeT AT §, AT FAT3T AT Y Fgrar
o & 3R T3Toieer eTaret 3R UgaTel Heduet SIf $-ERhRT TNl sh clallell &1
AST FIAT B

. RS afcas swrrerar (@dams): v AA-IR
o Heraa RBfoea Rvea: Sidans 7 amur, gdane ik Bioaret anfae &, s
HraIfeieh Yar3it I deel & &1
3R &1 138.34 18 cIfFddt & forv teh fafAse sraAfes ggarT ver 6r
g, STafeh JUITS & ST 2024 deh 24,100 15 FBTSiee detest i Frawr vere

gl
o 3y Bfed coewie: e staggic aRMrFere i giawr &t arer Bsfeiat &
37 IS § SATET IoiH & |

E1eTT Gay 37 RN H7 &, JY 556.37 FHAS RNe0T G ¥ F JeTH g
3 Hgcaqol CIchA! # GeM, UMANG, Co-WIN 3R 3TRITT A 2miae 8,
ST EaTeey, FRIeT 3R Ardstiaes Har HTaTHAT3IT &l QX HId 8

o TS AT Acah (TAHTA)
o EE-TUIE 3T WUR Acash: Tadhua IS 3T T 3T shal, ToTelT hafereiads 3R
f3fScer Sf3ar gger ol SEdT §, TRAR-B-THR (S25h) 3R TAR-J-A19TRS
(STr2T) Jar3tt 1 THYT I
o 38l 1,800 ¥ 3Tk HEUTEAT 1 ST B, Tad Bioreer wrmast 3R ferer $-a3hry
Tar faavoT @eT g g g

o WA Qa1 g (Hewd): arHer SR T ggaer
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o HuaH ATa®: HRT X H 5.84 @ A 37T Trogd), fSaTe I Toad TR 0
4.63 91E AT &, TIHIT A3 T St e, TR 31 RAcdr Jarsit
T 800 ¥ 37T TATU YT i g |

o ARRE-HE Bfoed daw

o IHI Y. 207 fAIN & 2,000 H 310 AIHNT HATHT TFeh TgT Talel 1 ATell Teh
TS AlTSS V| 7.12 HU3 31U Uiz & @Y, Jg Tareed, e 3k
GereT ST 8131 # TXHRT HAT3HT o AT ARG o HYeh ol Tl FATclT g |

o AN g 132 TS T TAH olelceT & Ty T TXHRT Aa131i & fow Tehar-
JHTOTROT t-|§r4 JCTeT el dTell TUeh Uehlehcd THUH3 H|

o A - 3R wehtané: gger BfAce gEaRR H giawT AT §; 3eckTE, 39 6,000
O 31T T3S & A, SeT 1 Faer eret-Sare 3R Farsit S fSfady giafad
FAT B

o  FIHR FTAGOM FY IoT: TR Femm
o BfSaTRT: 37 #3 @ WS Tolihd ITAITRANIT o A1 SFATdwil Y SIRY A HR
T et T VN HT SEATASAT o TSEIT o Ak Pl Scof 8T &
T elfent US-37feT FRI&TT FeT35 TERST 3R TeATdeT JaT3it aTel Haraet sl
AT FAT gl
o CollabFiles 3R GovDrive: CeHhId FII&TT GEdTaeT TatieT T ALY Hd o,
o aeenrY JTTRIRTRET I gEdTde GRETT &9 & &ellal, FIST e R HIgrT
FLeT T AT A B
o TIHN ECHC TATHIN: TIHRT HAATRAT & T $-Ae, $-311fpg 311 37 @i
TN TFoh Tg Tt o foIT Ueh IRV T3 Ga, ToraeT 39T AT afohamsit st
JeTel & ToIT fohaT ST @ &

o fASHY
o ffSed Tammr & ufa ufaagdr 9Ra & Bfoed sRada & arfsa s fgar & & aer
AT, AGTIR 3 g&7dm & fv yiadeg 2l
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MR, JA3TS 3R BTt st aiaiatanst o Bioree 3meme & Aer 7
HRA T 3R TR ) A o 3@ &

o ARTH Ageq: Fo133 FHYEM 3R T3S S e AT & 39T & AregA 4,
HRC o hdel 86 TR W S5X TRATHT 3R ATdifeleh Qar3it o1 T HTor X T &,
e ARgeP TR W Tholad Bioee e 1 s IRT R @TE - FA T FH
AfRges gfaror A1

Aofl: srdegawar

1-STAIHTOT AT 9T 1ET: HRANT Rd dF (MRaE) e

S

y

RBI Governor on De dollarisation

BT &1 &, R3S e & TS TR foh $TRT o S1-STelienuT &Y fem & e H =18 3orar & 3R ag
3-SR SUT-JU et B SATIR BT SATRA H FereT hled IR AT hferel R T &1 FeiATet
HATSTN e TRERT o &S ITATRAAAHT T SToat fer & Torad) earaeh 31Tk 3UT-GUel H1 3icehol
GEUESCIREIN

A-STeIHIoT T &2

g% IR H: ST 32T STeRIH0T (A SR & 3ARE 3ok &1 efae@e adea) #f 3aer g,
foraa g =R 3R e JeiesT & 58 39ANT & Sca@e T FHat 3wl
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&TeT o TSTTeT; Hd, sTToilet, &, T 31X ST S 227 31ARPT TR & THITIHR Hl A5 &
forT Ty g1 SR 7 e I+ @ 8

IR o T Figd F5 G2lf F T ARAT 9 (INR) H SR @reltet H 3177 & 81

2024 H hoilel H HTATS grieram ferd RITR Foaeret 7 off Teh AT fer HgT S TIeT I
g3l

&er 31-stardiator 1 Reew 741 gaa 872

fafesrar o SHTE® 3 el Ig ST T 39el Hef HTHT 7 SATIR e hr giaem & g, e
HANHT SToR & Hed H SAR-TGTT H 3o glet dTel SNTEH HA gl ST 8 |

#Aifeer A o Jgax fTor: 321 ARG STeR & galra § Herd gy VY IWENTAAT 91T Fehdl § it
3eTeht r¥eaer T [EAferat & 3ejehel 8|

H-ATSTeN e olreT: AR Fofea 3R Tfcarell 37E & ATETH A Slor & FRAARHI0T &1 ol &t &
fere arfe =1 arfceirer same|

S-SRI & HTH AT GHEATT 3T T &2

faecra d1-&1 o) 981Ta: < g TE]T, S dIel, T, 3111e T i Tl & sTer & greh g 3R
fafeer fmar sar &1

faecer 31TEuRT: 3raTeten ST T caTeT Bl A3 T AU fafsrr &b, g3 ot 3nfe
ST 3 ST Fehet B

forsers: o1 & ATHe H, S-STaIa0T &l FIT-FIY & AT & AT e [hdT ST HebeT g,
ST foRelY SehTS a1 TUT <l @ T fosh! O quT Tl YeTeT & |

oo

SHgTeaedT RITR HFHe (2023) & aRTeT STsiiel & Isgafd o foera G2t & ferw T |rst #er &
TEATT TWT| 3eTehT ofeh & Toh ST &2 STelT 3T 3TN o781 &cl, 3o6 Slell H SUTIR il & TolT HoTg

CHRERIRCIGIEIRY
3egiet GATOT AT 2T o HeplgR &1 & Ueh 317 Hal T AT o I g |

fSorg 221 oF 379eY SsTesT & foIT ol &l 3T el F et T3 faerdr ol W Ao frar g1
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3101 & AT, 1R 3R el & o TTY Aol A AT FHASIT I & T dhfeush Ferait v 3K
ol & 5@ X @ €, Fored sTor & g aXE ¥ axfoheaIR e e amam &

Folle RIWT GFAT 2024 H, Teh 3SIEIVNcHS 9T dehsiic sl 3TITaR0T fohaT I=am

forra T |TeT T & @

oI 3R STeR W AIRAT & F9ar § S gfaee’ & T97 IR 3R facd W gy Ear gl

fsrerer o TorT 3n1f¥es GwegcT Fiifeh Ig HaT & SAR-TGId & STEH T e il & 3R Tsreray oy
3ARTSERT e fAares g &7 31f8e afFaemel s &1

fsrerer =it & aier ST ohT FaTH FATeAT, Fifeh Teh HTHTY FHGT Slefee ol Fel Selell § 3N oleteed
CIEGEIE T ExGIRS

AT ST 7 STATHC e (TASIST) GIRT fdecd IIYOT T 3R HTqe T Hehell &1
forrer | FeT @ St A

Hel TehlehoT H Sifeerary; fsredrg o Feeg St 1 fafatr 3mfier yonferar 3R sy & ToX #ar
THIHTOT T SATEe Tl Tehl & | 3GTEXUT & [T, JUT 3 fIHIH & FATeT T o HROT TN 6
(3) # 3TH HaT I YA HT AT

TS fae H-aL: JARE ST’ W gl Ueh It e el Iieham g1 faffeeT gaif r Alfger 3
TR AfIAT T 3THT TSeifas ooy 3R FrATRSAI3N & AT FHAT ShideT |

HArT bt o ST HHAY T HTGRIehT: Teh [EU 1A HeT o [T Toh Hotege e 3R A o
& GTY-GTY T TS o hélT Sepl oh THeAT I TGThdT giaT &

Rera #7e1 & T 7 sTer F7 wopea 3R sfA=r:

i f4ed g 1 FATCT & 18 &, STk ARSI SR & foIT Hal 19 & § SEHT
STt aTell #eT W6 &

Tatre (JRISERT $aTeTTet T Fiar & frw deh f51@ JoTelr 7 3UATeT Xl §) S oAl o ATETH 4,
dfRaeh faccha Gotrel &l T3 @teh 3AREDT Teh TaITer ${-IToTailTcleh w87 33T ¢ |

fare=ly #eT #1SR 3R HARTSET AR (ARt Aol AR At 3eTer & Helftd a3t # 41aR) &
HET T A AR SfeR T w37ea ¢
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3RTET FaT Teh fagel a1 & fod i e 319t anfreniRens 873R & REd & &9 7 wd §

<=1 31 FGTHT H SN [T T8 d & Toleteh SToTR a3 3R 31fReh ool g, aifeh 08 $isR &1
3T & ToAehTell ST Heh |

3ARET ST STGIR, SiY g T Hol 757 AR TG 3T O 915 STOIR &, STor T Fareedr i
A A XGifehd T &

STelk HER FATT TG dTel ST TEAT &X1 I 3UR of Tohd ¢ 3R 507 AR & ToIT 3UR &30 &l el
TG H Y A, [Aerdr gl

S-STIHIOT I SR 311 3R S reTeAfcieh Rt &, 87 &1 STeR YA o1 g3 §, gfedan & 31
STI{Ieh0T W SR 516 TET &

SI-STeI{IenTuT sh1 TR #H ARG 3TicTelet 87-IoTeilTcieh 3R 3MMTRYeh AFdTashdr3it & IR Teh FAfee,
Shideh Tishar g



