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1. Google to rename Al chatbot Bard to Gemini, introduce paid tier: Report

In the news:

e Google is reportedly planning to rename its artificial intelligence (Al) assistant

Bard to Gemini

e The software giant would call Bard Al as Gemini, matching the name of the

foundation model powering the assistant.

e The report also stated that Bard Advanced, announced in December last year,

will be available on February 7 as “Gemini Advanced”

e The Advanced model essentially provide users access to Gemini Ultra. It is likely

to be introduced as a pair tier.

e The report also stated that Bard Advanced, announced in December last year,

will be available on February 7 as "Gemini Advanced”

e The Advanced model essentially provide users access to Gemini Ultra. It is likely

to be introduced as a pair tier.

e Additionally, the company expanded the availability of the Al chat assistant,
powered by Gemini Pro model in more regions and with support for over 40
languages including Hindi, Bengali, Gujarati, Kannada, Malayalam, Marathi,

Tamil, Telugu, and more.

2. France takes lead as First EU Nation to Offer Digital Visas

In the news:

e As of January 1, 2024, France has pioneered the issuance of Digital Schengen
visas, marking a significant leap in streamlining visa processes within the

European Union.

e This groundbreaking initiative precedes the broader digitalization of Schengen

visa procedures scheduled for full implementation in 2026.

e The move is strategically aligned with the preparations for the 2024 Olympic
and Paralympic Games in Paris, with French authorities aiming to distribute

around 70,000 digital visas.

e Individuals invited by the Olympic or Paralympic Committee (OCOG) fall into

this category.

e Itisan official document mandatory for some non-Europeans to travel to all the

27 countries which are part of the Schengen area.

e Once granted, this visa allows the traveller to cross the borders of the other

member-states without going through identity checks at the border.
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This type of visa is issued by one of the Schengen States and allows you to visit
any of the Schengen countries for a duration of up to 90 days in total within
180 days.

The Schengen Area, or Schengen Countries Zone, is a group of 27 European
nations that have abolished their internal borders, for the free and unrestricted
movement of people.

Members of this area include: 23 of the 27 EU member states (except for
Bulgaria, Cyprus, Ireland and Romania) and all members of the European Free
Trade Association (Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway and Switzerland).
Switzerland, Iceland, and Norway are not in the EU but are inside of the
Schengen Area.

3. London Tops as Most Congested City in Traffic Index Ranking 2023

In the news:

London was the most congested city in the world in 2023, with commuters
spending 37 minutes 20 seconds in traffic on average to cover a distance of 10
km.

The report by the Amsterdam-based location technology specialist TomTom
showed during rush hours, people in the UK capital lost 148 hours yearly.
Bengaluru and Pune in India took the sixth and seventh spots. Bengaluru had
an average 10km travel time of 28 minutes 10 seconds.

Pune followed closely with 27 minutes 50 seconds for 10km.

4. Centre declares key railway systems protected, 10 yr jail for breach

In the news:

The central government has declared centralised traffic control of the north
central railway, and train management system of Central and Western Railway,
as "protected systems" under the Information Technology Act.

The Train Collision Avoidance System (TCAS) -- KAVACH -- of South Central
Railway too has been declared as "protected systems" under the IT Act.

A protected system is a computer resource which, if incapacitated, or
destructed, shall have a debilitating impact on national security, economy,
public health, or safety.

Any person who secures access or attempts to do so to a protected system in
violation of the provisions of the IT Act is liable for up to 10 years imprisonment
and also fine.
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5. PM Modi laid foundation stone of Maa Kamakhya corridor

In the news:

The Kamakhya Divyalok Pariyojana is a temple corridor project for the
Kamakhya temple in Guwahati, Assam.

It is being developed by the central government at a cost of Rs 498 crore.

The project will ensure a complete overhaul of the pilgrimage experience at the
Shakti shrine.

It is expected to attract a large number of devotees and give a boost to tourism
in the Northeast.

Kamakhya Temple is one of the most revered Hindu shrines, located in
Guwahati, Assam.

Located atop the Nilachal Hill, it is considered one of the 51 Shakti Peeth
associated with the legend of Goddess Sati.

The presiding deity is Goddess Kamakhya, an incarnation of Sati.

Ambubachi Mela is an annual Hindu festival celebrated at the Kamakhya Temple
in Assam.

6. Dharmendra Pradhan to inaugurate two-day ULLAS Mela in New Delhi

In the news:

Union Minister of Education and Skill Development & Entrepreneurship,
Dharmendra Pradhan will inaugurate the two-day ULLAS Mela on 6th February
2024 at the National Bal Bhavan, New Delhi.

To achieve the target of 100% literacy by 2030, the Government of India is
implementing a centrally sponsored innovative scheme called Nav Bharat
Saksharta Karyakram or New India Literacy Program for the period of FYs 2022-
2027.

The scheme is popularly known as ULLAS: Understanding of Lifelong Learning
for All in Society, upholding the motto "Jan-Jan Sakshar".

The scheme is targeted at all non-literates of age 15 years and above.

The scheme consists of five components: (i) Foundational Literacy and
Numeracy; (ii) Critical Life Skills; (iii) Basic Education; (iv) Vocational Skills; and
(v) Continuing Education.

7. Maharashtra Govt decides to introduce ‘Chief Minister Vayoshree Yojana’
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In the news:

Maharashtra Government has decided to introduce ‘Chief Minister Vayoshree
Yojana' that is likely to benefit 15 lakh senior citizens who suffer from some
physical or mental disability.

These citizens, above the age of 65 years, will be screened and those found
eligible will be paid three thousand rupees.

The scheme will be implemented across all districts at an approximate cost of
480 crore rupees.

8. TN Govt Imposes Rs 6 Crore Fine On Fertilizer Plant For Ammonia Leak

In the news:

Forty days after an ammonia gas leak from a fertilizer plant owned by
Coromandel International Limited shook Ennore in Tamil Nadu, the
Environment, Climate Change and Forest Department has taken decisive actions
against the company.

The department has slapped a significant penalty of Rs 592 crore on
Coromandel International Limited for its role in the gas leak incident.

This reflects the seriousness with which authorities are addressing
environmental hazards.

9. PETA Challenges Traditional Buffalo, Bulbul Fights in Assam

In the news:

Buffalo fighting has been a part of Magh Bihu celebrations in Assam for
centuries.

The fights are held in various parts of the state during the harvest festival, with
the village of Ahatguri in Nagaon district being the most prominent venue.
The fights are organized by the local Ahatguri Buffalo Fight Committee and
draw large crowds.

Participants pit two buffaloes against each other and they lock horns until one
buffalo flees, declaring the other as the winner.

Another tradition involves bulbul fighting at the Hayagriva Madhava Temple in
Hajo, about 30km from Guwahati.

These events were discontinued after the Supreme Court ruling in 2014 that
prohibited the use of bulls and other animals for entertainment like jallikattu
and bullock cart racing.
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Following this, the Animal Welfare Board of India (AWBI) directed the Assam
government to ban animal fights during Bihu.
The state government passed orders prohibiting buffalo and bulbul fights in
2015, though some defiant events continued.

10. First in North East India: 100 bedded yoga & naturopathy hospital to come
up in Dibrugarh

In the news:

Union Minister of Ayush and Ports, Shipping & Waterways, Sarbananda
Sonowal, along with Chief Minister Assam, laid the foundation stone for the
Central Research Institute of Yoga & Naturopathy (CRIYN) and a 100-bedded
Naturopathy hospital at Dihing Khamtighat in Dibrugarh.

The investment of approximately 2100 crores signifies a significant step towards
promoting holistic healthcare in the region.

The investment of approximately 100 crores signifies a significant step towards
promoting holistic healthcare in the region.
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