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1. Bharat Coking Coal Ltd Launches 5.0 MTPA Madhuband Washery Operations

In the News:

Bharat Coking Coal Limited (BCCL), under the Ministry of Coal has announced
the initiation of commercial operations at the state-of-the-art 5.0 MTPA
Madhuband Washery.

The washery started commercial operations on 29th November 2023 in the
presence and guidance of Samiran Dutta, CMD, BCCL.

The washery was formally inaugurated by Union Minister of Coal, Mines, and
Parliamentary Affairs Pralhad Joshi.

Subsequently, rigorous Load Tests, Trial Run and Performance Guarantee Tests
(PGT) have been conducted to ensure its operational efficacy.

This technologically advanced washery stands out for its logistical efficiency and
cutting-edge technology, solidifying its position as one of the largest Coking
Coal Washeries in India.

This coking coal washery will serve as a catalyst for the vision of AtmaNirbhar
Bharat by enabling the country to supply more washed coking coal to the steel
sector, thereby reducing the outflow of foreign exchange through imports of
coking coal.

2. RBI fines Bank of America, N.A., HDFC Bank

In the news:

The Reserve Bank on Thursday has imposed a penalty of Rs 10,000 each on Bank
of America, N.A. And HDFC Bank Ltd for violation of certain norms.

The penalty on Bank of America, N.A. Has been imposed for violation of Reserve
Bank of India's instructions on reporting requirements under Liberalised
Remittance Scheme of FEMA 1999.

The central bank said penalty on HDFC Bank is for violation of directions on
acceptance of deposits from non-residents.

Besides, penalties have been imposed on five cooperative banks for non-
compliance with various regulatory norms.

The cooperative banks which have been penalised are The Patliputra Central
Cooperative Bank, Bihar; The Balasore Bhadrak Central Co-operative Bank,
Odisha; The Dhrangadhra People's Co-operative Bank, Gujarat; Patan Nagarik
Sahakari Bank Ltd., Patan, Gujarat; and The Mandal Nagarik Sahakari Bank,
Gujarat.

3. PM Inaugurates 10,000th Jan Aushadhi Kendra at AIIMS Deoghar

In the news:
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi marked a significant milestone in the healthcare
sector by inaugurating the 10,000th Jan Aushadhi Kendras at AlIMS, Deoghar.
Aim: To increase the number of Jan Aushadhi Kendras in the country from
10,000 to 25,000

Additionally, the Prime Minister unveiled the Pradhan Mantri Mahila Kisan
Drone Kendra, reflecting a holistic approach to healthcare and agricultural
prosperity.

The Prime Minister initiated an interactive session with Ruchi Kumar, the
beneficiary and operator of the 10,000th Jan Aushadhi Kendras.

The government had initially set a target to establish 10,000 Jan Aushadhi
kendras by March 2024, but this goal was achieved ahead of schedule.

A new target of opening 25,000 Pradhan Mantri Jan Aushadhi Kendras by March
2026.

It was launched by the Department of Pharmaceuticals, Ministry of Chemicals
& Fertilizers, PMBJP aims to make quality generic medicines available at
affordable prices.

4. HDFC Life's ‘Insure India’ Campaign Sets Guinness World Record

In the news:

HDFC Life has proudly announced its achievement of a new Guinness World
Records title.

The accolade was earned through the creation of the largest online selfie
mosaic, a remarkable compilation of 19,097 photos contributed by individuals
as part of the ‘Insure India’ campaign.

Aim: To address the persistently low life insurance penetration in India,
emphasizing the need for greater recognition of its importance and increased
adoption.

This campaign involves employees, partners, and customers in driving positive
change, reflecting the concept of shared responsibility to ensure the protection
and financial well-being of every Indian.

5. Henry Kissinger passes away at 100

In the news:

Nobel Peace Prize winner and diplomatic powerhouse, Henry Kissinger died at
100.

In 1973, he received the Nobel Peace Prize for helping to broker the Paris Peace
Accords, under which the US military agreed to withdraw from South Vietnam.
He was born in Germany's Furth on May 27, 1923.
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He was 12 years old when the Nuremberg Laws stripped Germany's Jews of
their citizenship. Sponsored by a relative in New York, he and his family left
Germany and moved to the US in August 1938.

In the India-Pakistan War of 1971, Nixon and Kissinger were heavily criticized
for tilting toward Pakistan.

6. World AIDS Day

In the news:

World AIDS Day is observed on December 1, every year.

The day provides an opportunity for people worldwide to unite in the fight
against Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) and to show support for those
living with HIV.

The theme for World AIDS Day this year is - Let communities lead.

It is dedicated to raising awareness, educating, and improving the
understanding of HIV as a global public health problem.

According to the World Health Organisation, 39 million people around the
world are living with HIV.

It said more than six lakh 30 thousand people died of HIV-related illnesses
worldwide in 2022.

7. 24th edition of Hornbill Festival 2023

In the news:

Coinciding with the Nagaland Statehood Day celebration, the 24th edition of
the Hornbill Festival 2023 kick-started at the Naga Heritage Village Kisama on
December 1, 2023.

The United States of America, Germany, and Columbia are the Country Partners
and Assam is the Partner state for this year's (2023) edition.

Ambassador of USA to India, Eric Garcetti, Ambassador to British High
Commissioner to India Alex Ellis, Ambassador of Colombia to India, Dr. Victor
Echeverri Jaramillo, and German Consul General Kolkata, Barbara Voss graced
the inaugural function as Honoured Guests of the festival.

Call of the Hornbill Festival by Task Force for Music and Arts( TAFMA) has
marked the opening ceremony.

The main hornbill stage will feature 40 Bands and acts comprising 800 artists
throughout the 10-day festival, with the participation of bands from Germany,
the USA, Colombia, South Korea, some of the biggest names in the Indian music
scene, Nagaland, and the Northeast.
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8. PM launches Green Credit Initiative at COP28 climate conference

In the news:

In a landmark announcement at the COP28, on 1st December 2023, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi launched the 'Green Credit Initiative," a pathbreaking
program aimed at reshaping global environmental policies.

He also launched the official portal of the Green Credit Initiative at COP28.

He has also highlighted the limitations of the current carbon credit system,
influenced by commercial interests and lacking a sense of social responsibility,
paving the way for a new philosophy embodied in the 'Green Credit' concept.
He emphasized that we will have to focus on a new philosophy in a holistic
manner, and that is the foundation of Green Credit.

The 'Green Credit Initiative' is positioned as a pro-planet, proactive, and positive
step towards fostering a sustainable future.

Mentioning "Prakriti Rakshithi Rakhihitha", he underscored the need to protect
and preserve nature, emphasizing that the environment will protect those who
protect it.

He described 'Green Credit' as the Earth's health card, a crucial instrument for
ensuring a greener, clearer, and better future.

9. NLCIL Signs MoU with TNSDC & NTTF for Skill Development Training
Programme for Unemployed Youth

In the news:

NLC India Limited, a Navratna PSU under the Ministry of Coal has entered into
a tripartite Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) in Chennai with Tamil Nadu
Skill Development Corporation (TNSDC), the Nodal Agency of Government of
Tamil Nadu for skill development and Nettur Technical Training Foundation
(NTTF), Bengaluru, a pioneer institution on providing skill training to
unemployed youth, to meet the present industry demands.

This collaboration of NLCIL, TNSDC & NTTF will impart job-oriented skill
development training for 540 wards of project-affected families (PAFs’) of
NLCIL's operating areas in Neyveli.

NLCIL has committed to spending Rs1.12 lakh per candidate for this free
residential program under its budget for Rehabilitation and Resettlement
(R&R).

This program will help the candidates to become technically trained and get
employment opportunities in premier companies.
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10. India's GDP increases to 7.6% in July-September 2023

In the news:

India retained the tag of the world's fastest-growing major economy, with its
GDP expanding by a faster-than-expected rate of 7.6% in the July-September
2023 quarter on booster shots from government spending and manufacturing.
Gross domestic product (GDP) growth of 7.6% beat most estimates, including
6.5% projected by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI).

The growth compares to 6.2% in the same quarter last year and 7.8 % expansion
in the preceding quarter.
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