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"Self confidence
1S a super power.
Once you start to

believe in
yourself, magic
starts happening.”
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SC upholds homebuyers’
right to protest peacefully
against their builders

The Hindu Bureau

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court has
upheld the right of home-
buyers to peacefully prot-
est against builders, saying
portraying their right to
free speech as a criminal
offence is a clear abuse of
the law.

“A right to protest
peacefully without falling
foul of the law is a corres-
ponding right, which the
consumers ought to pos-
sess just as the seller enjoys
his right to commercial
speech. Any attempt to
portray them as criminal
offences, when the neces-
sary ingredients are not
made out, would be a clear
abuse of process and
should be nipped in the
bud,” a Bench headed by
Justice K.V. Viswanathan
observed in a recent case.

The case stemmed from
a unique manner of protest
employed by unhappy ho-
mebuyers against a buil-

der, A. Surti Developers.
They erected a banner visi-
ble to the public at large,
setting out in English and

Hindi their grievances
against the builder.

The builder company
took the homebuyers to
court on the charge of da-
maging its reputation. The
Metropolitan Magistrate
Court, Borivali, Mumbai,
summoned the home-
buyers, who appealed to
the Bombay High Court to
quash the builder’s case.
The High Court, however,
turned down the plea,
compelling them to move
the apex court.

“Homebuyers and deve-
lopers have not always
been the best of friends. In-
stances are innumerable
where the two have been
at daggers drawn. This
case presents one such in-
stance,” said Justice Viswa-
nathan, who authored the
April 17 judgment for the
Bench also comprising Jus-
tice N. Kotiswar Singh.

The court concluded
that the manner of protest
resorted to by the home-
buyers was peaceful and
orderly and without using,
in any manner, offensive or
abusive language. “It could
not be said that the appel-
lants [homebuyers]
crossed the Lakshman Rek-
ha and transgressed into
the offending zone,” he
observed.

The court found the
protest of the homebuyers
dwelt within the scope of
one of the exceptions to
criminal defamation and
was protected under the
right to free speech.



Justice for Homebuyers
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Peaceful Protests

Peaceful protests are a
legitimate form of
expression.
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Abuse of Law

Misusing law to suppress
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Judicial Collaboration

5

Justice K.V.

Viswanathan

Authored significant legal
judgment with precision.

Q
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Justice N. Kotiswar
Singh

Contributed crucial
insights to the court's
decision.




Pillars of Peaceful Protest

Fundamental
Right

Peaceful protest as
extension of right to

free speech.

|
Legal Finding

Protest not defamatory or
criminal, within legal
boundaries.

Nature of
Protest

Protest banners in
English and Hindi, no
offensive language.

B
(7

ToT

Court Message

Criminalizing peaceful
protest is abuse of legal
process.




A. Surti Developers is named as
the developer.

Homebuyers display banners to
voice grievances.

The developer files a
defamation suit against
homebuyers.

Homebuyers are summoned to
court by the magistrate.

The Bombay High Court rejects
the homebuyers' plea.

Homebuyers appeal to the
Supreme Court.




Peaceful protest

The protest was
peaceful and non-
abusive, ensuring no
harm or disruption.

Free speech

The protest fell within
the scope of free
speech, protecting
expression rights.

Defamation
exception

The protest was a valid
exception to defamation
law, safeguarding
against legal
repercussions.

Upholding rights

Homebuyers' right to
protest was upheld,
reinforcing

—— A A

Homebuyers' protest

Potential
disruption
The protest could

potentially disrupt local
activities and traffic.

Misinterpretation
risk

There's a risk of
misinterpretation,
leading to
misunderstandings or
misrepresentations.

No internet conne



Consider the following statements regarding the recent Supreme Court
judgment on homebuyers’ protest rights:

1.The court held that peaceful protest by homebuyers does not qualify as
defamation.

2.The right to protest peacefully is not considered part of free speech under
Article 19(1)(a).

3.The Supreme Court found the protest of the homebuyers to be abusive and
offensive in nature.

4.The court ruled that misuse of defamation charges against peaceful
protesters is an abuse of process.

Which of the above statements are correct?

* A.1and 4 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C.1,3and 4 only
D. 1, 2 and 3 only



End of the road for BluSm drlers

ST Pt £ L

® No clarityas hubs
locked; new job offers
at half of earnings

NITIN KUMAR
New Delhi, April 18

OVER 10,000 DRIVER-PARTNERS
of BluSmart have been stranded
without a livelihood after the com-
panyabruptly halted operations fol-
lowing the Securities and Exchange
Board of India’s (Sebi) orderon Gen-
sol Engineering and its related par-
ties.There has been no official com-
munication from the ride-hailing
company’s management. What
began as a routine message on
Wednesday — instructing drivers to
return to theirrespective hubs — has
turned into complete silence, leav-
ing the drivers in shock, confusion,
and despair.

The shutdown came without a
formal notice.The drivers"WhatsApp
groupreceived avague voice noteon
Wednesday evening, citing “server
issues”and asking them not to report
to their hubs until further notice.
Since then, the hubs have remained

% .

/..

The monti'nly earnings for drivers ranged from %12,000-50,000, often bolstered by generous incentives — as

high as 8,000 a week. Now, the once-bustling parking lots like this one in Gurugram stand deserted

locked, the company has been unre-
sponsive, and the once-bustling
parking lots stand deserted.

“I’ve been waiting every day for
some update, but there’s nothing.
We’'re not even allowed inside the
hub,” said Sachin Kushwah, who
has been with BluSmart for two
years adding he doesn’t know who

to contact.

Kushwabh, like thousands of oth-
ers, is now on a job hunt. But with so
many former BluSmartdriversinthe
market, opportunities are scarce.

“Even where there are jobs, deal-
ersaredemanding ¥20,000-30,000
as commission,” said Satish John,
Kushwah’s fellow driver from

REUTERS

Haryana.“And that’s for work that
pays half of what we were earning at
BluSmart,”John adds.

For many, the financial impact is
only part of the loss. Drivers say the
company gave them not just a liveli-
hood, but dignity and stability.

Continued on Page 6



BluSmart Mobility

BluSmart

Company type Private

Industry Automotive

Electric vehicles
Founded January 2019; 6 years ago
Founder Anmol Singh Jaggi

Punit K Goyal

Puneet Singh Jaggi

Headquarters  Gurugram, Haryana, India
Area served India, Dubai

Services Electric Cab



Analyzing the BluSmart Driver Job Loss

Crisis
Regulatory Actions - Economic Impact
Sudden Job Loss
SEBI Order Loss of Income for BluSmart
Drivers
Gensol Engineering Lower-Paying Job
Connection Options
Hubs Locked Without Limited Job
Warning Opportunities

High Commission

No Formal Notice a—

Communication Job Market
Failure Conditions



Rise of Ride-Hailing Services in India

Surge in Cab BluSmart's Gensol Regulatory
Aggregators Launch Engineering's Scrutiny
Post-2010, Indiasaw  In 2019, BluSmart Role Gensol faced
arisein c.ab emerged as !nd!as Gensol Engineering regulatow scrutiny,
aggregators like Ola first all-electric ride- provided the leading to
and Uber. hailing platform. operational o.perati.onal
backbone for disruptions.
BluSmart.

Eg




The Ripple Effect of Job Loss

/

S
5
Loss of Livelihood

Sudden income loss
impacts daily life and
finances.

/

N
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K exploitative job terms. /

il
Urban Employment
Impact

Saturated market leads to

4\

el -
Gig Economy
Vulnerabilities

Lack of security and

\ benefits for gig workers. /




Policy Recommendations for Sustainable Mobility

National EV Mobility Framework - -

Gig Economy Welfare Board - -

[Cé Urban PIannersJ
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Financial Redundancy

- Regulatory Actions
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~ Transparency and Transition
Planning

- EV-Based Public Transport
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Visa row: India expresses concern, U.S. denies bias

Indian embassy, missions in U.S. ‘in touch’ with
students affected and offering support, says MEA

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

ndia has “raised con-
lcern" through diplo-

matic channels about
the visa revocation notices
issued to Indian students
in the U.S., government
sources told The Hindu on
Saturday.

After a survey found
that 50% of those reporting
the revocations were In-
dian, the issue was taken
up days before U.S. Vice-
President J.D. Vance and
senior U.S. State Depart-
ment officials arrive in Del-
hi on Monday for talks.

Meanwhile, the U.S. go-
vernment denied targeting
Indians specifically.

The survey, conducted
by the American Immigra-
tion Lawyers Association
(AILA), studied 327 res-
ponses to a research call,
out of an estimated 4,000

and more revocation notic-
es sent out in the past two
months, and found that
half of the notices had
gone to Indians.

The study was de-
scribed in a policy brief
that found “50% of these
students were from India,
followed by 14% from Chi-
na”, adding that other sig-
nificant countries in the
data included South Korea,
Nepal, and Bangladesh.

Vetting process
Asked about the report
and the indication that In-
dians were particularly tar-
geted for the revocation of
the Student and Exchange
Visitor Programme (SEVIS)
status, an American offi-
cial, who asked not to be
named, denied that the
process was discriminato-
ry against Indians.
“Continuous vetting and
visa revocation actions are

The survey studied 327 responses to a research call and found half of
the revocation notices had gone to Indians, FILE PHOTO

not limited to visa holders
from any specific country
or area in the world. All vi-
sa applicants and visa hol-
ders, no matter the visa
type and where they are lo-
cated, are continuously
vetted,” the official told
The Hindu in a written
response.

The External Affairs Mi-

U.S. government denies targeting Indians with its
actions, official says process not discriminatory

nistry declined to com-
ment on whether the issue
would be raised directly
with Mr. Vance or other of-
ficials such as U.S. Assis-
tant Secretary of State for
South and Central Asia
Ricky Gill, who will be in
Delhi on Monday for offi-
cial meetings.

The rapid increase in

SEVIS terminations came
after U.S. Secretary of State
Marco Rubio launched a
new Al-assisted “Catch and
Revoke” programme that
would identify students be-
lieved to have political
views inimical to U.S. fo-
reign policy interests
based on their social media
posts.

Nationwide crackdown
In addition, the Depart-
ment of Homeland Securi-
ty is carrying out a nation-
wide crackdown on
students whose names al-
legedly feature in police
databases, and terminating
their student status due to
visa violations according to
U.S. immigration laws.
Two Indian researchers,
Ranjani Srinivasan and Ba-
dar Khan Suri, were
among the first batch of
students detained or told
to “self-deport” in the first

round of such notices,
where the MEA had cau-
tioned Indian students to
“follow the law”.

Shift in stance
Subsequently, a number of
Indian students have ap-
proached courts to have
their SEVIS status restored,
and in an indication of a
shift in the MEA’s stance,
spokesperson Randhir Jais-
wal disclosed this week
that the Indian embassy
and missions are “in
touch” with the students
affected and were offering
support.

The AILA study found
many of those whose visa
has been revoked had been
in police reports for minor
traffic violations or campus
infractions, while in an ex-
treme case, a student who
was a victim of domestic
abuse had their visa can-
celled because their name

MEA tight-lipped on raising the issue with U.S.
V-P Vance who is set to arrive in Delhi tomorrow

appeared in the police
complaint.

Only two of the 327 res-
ponses received pertained
to allegations that the stu-
dents were involved in any
political activity, and la-
wyers have pointed out
that protesting is not illegal
per se, and that the stu-
dents risked losing their fu-
ture due to the govern-
ment's action.

“International students
contribute billions of dol-
lars to [the U.S.] economy.
Scholars and researchers
are making this country
stronger by doing incredi-
bly valuable work in can-
cer research, space travel,
computer technology and
almost every area of
science and research. Driv-
ing them elsewhere not on-
ly weakens our economy
but threatens our national
security,” AILA Executive
Director Ben Johnson said.



Country

India

China

South Korea

Canada

Vietnam

Number of Students

331,602

277,398

43,847

27,876

21,900




Nationality

Indian
Students

Chinese
Students

South
Korean
Students

Nepali
Students

Bangladeshi 6%
Students °
. Percentage

” of Cases

Visa Revocation Cases by Nationality



Indian Students in the U.S.

Top

: . Post-1990s Migration for Student Visa
Indian International . o .
—_ ——> Liberalization — STEM ——> Revocation
Students Student . .
Era Education Controversies

Groups



Economic Impact of Indian Students

K

20

Tuition and
Accommodation
Tuition and

accommodation fees
drive substantial

K economic Impact. jj
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Tech Innovation

Tech innovation fosters U.S.

technological advancement
and growth.

£3Ls

A

\Kand innovation tandscapej

P

E7

Research
Contributions

Research contributions
enhance U.S. academic

%

o000
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Startup Ecosystems

Startup ecosystems stimulate
U.S. entrepreneurial and
economic development.
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How to address the revocation of
student visas?

Due Process Qo Q" cQO Lack of Evidence

Argue for the right to a fair Highlight the absence of

legal process to ensure » - concrete evidence of illegal

justice. O O activity.
Right to Protest Privacy Violation
Defend the students' right to Emphasize the breach of
express their views without privacy due to social media

fear of reprisal. monitoring.



Robot marathon

Machine learning: Tiangong Ultra, a humanoid robot, running across the finish line to secure the first position during the E-Town
Humanoid Robot Half Marathon in Beijing, China, on Friday. REUTERS
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China will weaponise biotech, may create Al-powered super-soldiers, says U.S. panel

Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

As the world enters an age
of biotechnology, there is
emerging evidence that
China is “distorting” bio-
technology markets and is
quickly ascending to “do-
minance” in this field, hav-
ing made this a strategic
priority for the last 20
years, according to the U.S.
National Security Commis-
sion on Emerging
Biotechnology.

In a report submitted to
the US. Congress, the
Commission warned that
China is likely to weapo-
nise the technology and
may create genetically en-
hanced super-soldiers, po-

wered by  artificial
intelligence.
“To remain competitive,

the U.S. must take swift ac-
tion in the next three
years. Otherwise, we risk
falling behind, a setback

™M &8

from which we may never
recover,” said the report,
which was released earlier
this week, and is based on
two years of research and
consultations with private
and public experts.

It is certain that a bio-
technology revolution is
coming, the Commission
reiterated. “There will be a
ChatGPT moment for bio-
technology, and if China
gets there first, no matter
how fast we run, we will
never catch up,” it warned.

‘Steal, scale, strangle’

The world is entering the
age of biotechnology, a
time when biology is the
basis of innovation, the re-
port says in a sober analy-
sis, stressing that every
strategic sector — including
defence, healthcare, agri-
culture, energy, and manu-
facturing ~ can be ad-
vanced by biotechnology,
but also breached by it.

. )

The Commission’s re-
search indicates that China
is likely to follow the same
playbook with biotechnol-
ogy as it has with other
strategic technologies, the
report said.

“First, they steal. Then,
they scale. Once they have
cornered the market, they
strangle,” it said, pointing
to the Chinese restrictions
on gallium and germanium
in 2024 that had disrupted
Us. semiconductor
production.

Noting that U.S. allies
and partners offer unique
capabilities, the report re-
ferred to India which it
says is “prioritising” cost-
effective bio-manufactur-
ing, particularly of vac-
cines.

“We must do more to
take advantage of our
partners’  unparalleled
strengths, which could in-
clude entering into reci-
procal data-sharing agree-

[} 1
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The report referred to India which it says is prioritising cost-effective
bio-manufacturing, particularly of vaccines. aFP

ments or pooling demand
for biotechnology pro-
ducts,” it said.

Al super-soldiers
Particularly focussing on
biotech in the defence do-
main, the Commission said
it has every reason to be-
lieve that the Chinese Com-
munist Party (CCP) will
“weaponise” biotechnolo-
gy.

Now, with its Military-Ci-
vil Fusion strategy, the CCP
aims to use biotechnology-
powered troops — terming
this “intelligent warfare”™ -
to make the People’s Liber-
ation Army (PLA) a “world-
class military” by 2049,

“Drone warfare will
seem quaint if we are faced
with genetically enhanced
PLA super-soldiers with
fused human and AlL" the

report warned.

Giving an example of
how China is distorting the
biotechnology = markets,
the report delved into how
the Beijing Genomics Insti-
tute (BGI) and MGI Tech
have financed their growth
in an “atypical manner”
that indicates “undis-
closed” state involvement
and “subsidisation,” un-
dermining their foreign
competitors in the genom-
ic sequencing market.
“China’s ability to manu-
facture active pharmaceut-
ical ingredients (APIs) at
disproportionately  low
prices led India to impose
a unilateral anti-dumping
duty on certain APIs from
China in 2022 to protect its
domestic manufacturing
industry,” it observed.

Plans for the U.S.

The Commission’s main re-
commendation is that the
U.S. government should

JR—
aaal

dedicate a minimum of $15
billion over the next five
years to unleash more priv-
ate capital into the national
biotechnology sector.

After an extensive study,
including more than 1,800
stakeholder consultations,
the Commission listed out
a set of top-priority recom-
mendations for the U.S. go-
vernment.

These include sugges-
tions to: prioritise biotech-
nology at the national le-
vel; mobilise the private
sector to get U.S. products
to scale; maximise the be-
nefits of biotechnology for
defence; out-innovate stra-
tegic competitors; build
the biotechnology work-
force of the future; and
mobilise the collective
strengths of allies and
partners.

Further cautioning that
the window to act is clos-
ing, the Commission
pitched a two-track strate-

B

gy, to make America inno-
vate faster, and slow China
down.

In this regard, it called
for defending American
biotechnology IP and data
against Chinese state-spon-
sored corporate espion-
age, even if this means re-
jecting an  attractive
investment.

“We must not treat Chi-
nese state-run companies
as ordinary competitors in
our market, even if it
means using more expen-
sive alternatives, China
does not have a right to
American  research—pe-
riod,” it said.

Artificial  Intelligence
(AD) is accelerating us to-
ward the inflection point,
the Commission said, not-
ing that though the US.s
advantage was  once
thought  “unassailable”,
China has emerged as a po-
werhouse in Al-enabled
biotechnology.
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U.S. National Security Commission's Concerns on Biotechnology

(China‘s Market Distortion @} 3
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Intelligent Warfare: Genetic Engineering and Al Integration
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Precision Warfare Tools - -
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China's Economic Strategy

Strangle
Steal Undermining competitors
Accessing IP through through dumping or
espionage or acquisition restrictions

Scale

Mass-producing using state
subsidies




Building Bridges in Bio-Manufacturing
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Cost-Effective
Vaccine Production

India's ability to produce
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Generic Pharma
Strength

India's robust generic

vaccines at lower costs, pharmaceutical
\ /j manufacturing
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Data-Sharing Potential

Opportunities for sharing
crucial bio-manufacturing
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Manufacturing
Partnerships

data.
\ / Potential for collaborative

manufacturing ventures
\ between U.S. and India.
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U.S. Strategic Response to Biotechnology Weaponization

$15 Billion Investment - - : :r - National Security Priority

5-Year Plan - -’

-

'~ Strategic Importance

| ~- [’g’@\) Private Sector Mobilization J

Espionage Prevention - -

- - Innovation Scaling
I

IP Security -~ '~ Private Sector Engagement

- Sensitive Sector Restrictions

I
-
I
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~- Cost Considerations



GM Crop
Innovation

GM crops exemplify
biotech's significant
agricultural influence.

Basic Research

Basic research lays
groundwork with minimal
economic control.

Biotech Impact and Control

Pharmaceutical
Supply Chain
Dominance

High control over biotech
shapes global
pharmaceutical markets.

Bio-defense
Strategies
Bio-defense strategies

require high control but
have limited impact.
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RECORD-BREAKER

At 14, Suryavanshi becomes the
youngest to make IPL debut

Rajasthan Royals’ Vaibhav Suryavanshi became the youngest player
to make his debut in the IPL. The 14-year-and-23-day-old
left-hander bettered the record of Prayas Ray Barman (16 years, 157
days) when he took the field against Lucknow Super Giants.
Suryavanshi smashed a first-ball six as he made 34 off 20 balls.
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India, EU can collaborate on space policy, says envoy
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India, EU can collaborate on space policy, says envoy

Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

India can be a very active
player in developing an in-
ternational framework for
responsible behaviour in
space, says Marjolijn van
Deelen, European Union
Special Envoy for Space,
while flagging debris from
Anti-Satellite (ASAT) wea-
pon testing and Rendez-
vous and Proximity Opera-
tions (RPO) that threaten
satellites as major
concerns.

As India and EU look to
deepen strategic coopera-
tion, they are also looking
to hold a “space dialogue”
as a first step for collabora-
tion in the space sector.

“I think it would be im-
portant to jointly look at
how we would want to reg-
ulate, in a way, these
RPOs... to have interna-
tional agreements on what
is okay and what is not
okay. And for that, we are
setting up this framework
for norms, rules and prin-
ciples of responsible beha-
viour and India and the EU
could cooperate on setting
out how we think they
should be regulated in a
way that does not pose a
threat to us,” Ms. van Dee-
len said, while speaking to
The Hindu. “RPOs in them-
selves are not necessarily a
problem. You don’t want a
solution that also kills all
the programmes and the

Marjolijn van Deelen

civilian benefits we can
have from them.”

RPOs refer to a space-
craft intentionally ma-
noeuvring to dock or oper-
ating close to another
space object.

Asked if India’s ASAT
test was a matter of con-
cern, the envoy said, “The

=1

creation of debris by ASAT
is something that should
concern all states and
we’ve spoken about that
and that’s why the EU has
supported in the UN con-
text a ban on destructive
ASAT testing. The word
‘destructive’ is key here.”

To a follow-up question
on whether there had been
a conversation with regard
to India’'s ASAT pro-
gramme, she replied there
have not been any discus-
sions yet and her conversa-
tions here will be “about
how we cooperate”.

In March 2019, India an-
nounced the successful de-
monstration of ASAT capa-
bility, after destroying a
live-orbiting satellite in the

Low Earth Orbit of around
300 km with a new three-
stage interceptor missile in
a “hit to kill” mode.
Speaking of the top con-
cerns, the envoy, whose vi-
sit followed the historic vi-
sit of EU College of
Commissioners led by Pre-
sident Ursula von der
Leyen, noted that several
countries had tested ASAT
weapons. “But we also see
cyber jamming and spoof-
ing in space, which are
threats to delivering servic-
es to our citizens. We also
see RPOs, which basically
involves having a satellite
get very close to your satel-
lite, and if that is without
notification and if that is
done by an actor with
.

whom we do not have
friendly relations, and es-
pecially if our satellite is a
sensitive one... that’s so-
mething we need to talk
about. So these are the
threats that we see, maybe
the key ones on the securi-
ty side.”

The EU is set to bring in
a Space Act in the next few
months, which the envoy
termed is an instrument
designed for European
competitiveness.  While
reiterating that it does not
regulate third parties, she
said the Act tries to ensure
EU companies cooperate
more closely so that the
bloc does not “get 27 indi-
vidual space programmes,
but do that more jointly”.



Area

Trade & Investment

Technology & Innovation

Climate & Sustainability

Connectivity & Infrastructure

Security & Defense

Education & Mobility

Multilateral Cooperation

Key Highlights (One-liners)

Bilateral trade crossed $137.5 billion in 2023-24; FTA talks ongoing; 6,000+ EU

firms in India.

TTC launched in 2023; cooperation in Al, semiconductors, and Horizon Europe

research program.

Collaboration on green hydrogen, solar energy, and clean tech under EU Green

Deal.

IMEC corridor and Global Gateway aim to boost Indo-EU digital and transport

links.

Cooperation in Indo-Pacific maritime security, cybersecurity, and counter-

terrorism.

Joint academic exchanges, Erasmus+ programs, and skill development initiatives.

Shared goals on global health, democracy, and rules-based international order.




Aspect Details

Full Name European Union

Established 1 November 1993 (by the Maastricht Treaty)

Headquarters Brussels, Belgium

Number of Member States 27 countries

Major Institutions European Commission, European Parliament, European Council, European Court of
Justice

Official Currencies Euro (€) (used by 20 of 27 countries - the Eurozone)

Official Languages 24 official languages

Population Approx. 448 million (2024)

Area About 4.2 million square kilometers

GDP (Nominal) Approx. $18 trillion USD (2024) - 2nd largest globally

Major Policies Single Market, Customs Union, Common Agricultural Policy, Environmental Policy

Common Foreign Policy Coordinated foreign and security policy among member states

Key Treaties Treaty of Rome (1957), Maastricht Treaty (1993), Lisbon Treaty (2009)

Flag Blue field with 12 golden stars in a circle

Anthem "Ode to Joy" (from Beethoven's 9th Symphony)

Motto "United in diversity"




@ India’'s ASAT Test (2019):
e Destroyed a satellite in Low Earth Orbit (~300 km)
e Used a three-stage interceptor missile in a “hit-to-kill” mode

e Marked India's entry into elite group of ASAT-capable nations (US, Russia, China, India)

@ EU's Viewpoint:
e Supports ban on “destructive” ASAT tests via UN resolutions
e Recognizes India's technical capability, but calls for rules-based framework

» Emphasizes on non-threatening RPOs and civilian use of space assets

B What is the EU Planning?

Initiative Objective
EU Space Act (Upcoming) Ensure competitiveness of EU in space tech
Internal Coordination Avoid 27 separate space programs; push joint missions

Norm-Setting EU wants to lead global discussions on safe space practices
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Indian students bear the brunt

The data for the charts were sourced from Travel.State.Gov (U.S. Department of State: Bureau of Consular Affairs)
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Chart 1: Percentage drop in F-1 visas (student visas) issued Chart 2: Student visa wait times (in days) for the capitals of
in February 2025 compared to February 2024 countries mentioned in Chart 1
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Chart 3: Denial rates of F-1 visas (student visas) and all Chart 4: Absolute number of F-1 visas issued and denied
other visa categories from 2013 to 2024. Figures in % by the U.S. between 2013 and 2024
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IBCA Headquarters in India




India's Role in Big Cat Conservation

£

T&T

Treaty-Based
Organization
IBCA is a traeaty-based

intergovernmental
organization.

Q

- = |

Global Legal Entity

Achieved global legal entity
status after ratification.

&

Governance Structure

Governance includes Assembly,
Committee, and Secretoriat.

&3

Big Cat
Conservation

Focuses on conserving
saven big cot species.

&

Open Membership

Membership open to all UN
member states,



Launch of IBCA

IBCA is launched by
India on the 50th
anniversary of
Project Tiger.
tiger, lion, leopard,
snow leopard, puma,
jaguar, and cheetah.

Establishment and Operation of IBCA

Ratification by
Five Countries

IBCA gains full legal
status after
ratification by five
countries.India,
Liberia, Eswatini,
Somalia, and
Nicaragua.

India Joins
IBCA

India officially joins
IBCA in September
2023.

Membership
Open to UN
States

Membership is open
to all UN member
states, including
range and non-range
countries.

Governance
Structure
Established

IBCA's governance
structure includes an
Assembly,
Committee, and
Secretariat.




INTERNATICNAL BIG
CAT ALLIANCE

The International Big Cat Alliance is a multi-country, JEses b
multi-agency coalition aimed at conserving Y o 1
big cat species and their habitats.

Launched by Headquarters
India (2023) India

Member states  Structure

\ U AN
. Consists of Assembly of Members ¥ =256 B3 w 55
9 6 countries | Standing Committee & Secretariat ‘gl ' ZRSRMIA %D

B FUNCTIONS

(5) Secure the future of big cats (Tigers, Lions,

Leopards, Snow Leopards, Pumas, Jaguars, : '
and Cheetahs) B THREATS

(5) Mitigate the adverse effects of climate change TO BIG CATS _
(%) Advocate for policy initiatives (%) Poaching (%) Human-Leopard conflict
(5) Attain the United Nations-mandated () Habitat loss & (%) Climate change &

Sustainable Development Goals fragmentation Deforestation




Conservation Status of Big Cats

Species Scientific Name IUCN Red List CITES Indian Wildlife (Protection,
Act, 1972
Tigers Panthera tigris Endangered Appendix-| Schedule-|
Lions Panthera leo Vulnerable Appendix-| Schedule-|
Leopards Panthera pardus Vulnerable Appendix-| Schedule-|
Snow Leopards Panthera uncia Vulnerable Appendix-I Schedule-|
Pumas Puma concolor Least Concerned Appendix Il (P. c. NA
Costaricensis and
cougar: Appendix-I)
Jaguars Panthera onca Near Threatened Appendix-| NA
Cheetahs Acinonyx jubatus | Vulnerable Appendix-| Schedule-|




Karnataka set to be the first State to finish
village-level antiquities survey



Journey to Document Antiquities

Analyze Data
Initiate Survey Interpret the
collected data to
Begin the village- understand the
level survey to historical context.

identify antiquities.

Preserve
Document Heritage
Findings Implement
measures to protect
Re:h‘:?i i:gg vce.}teac:og and preserve the
antiquities.

antiquities.



Karnataka's Pioneering Archaeological
Heritage Survey

o . Q )
World Heritage Geo-tagging
Day Implementation
Announcement by Karnataka becomes
Department of first state with
Archaeology detailed inventory

Detailed
Documentation
Begins

Inscriptions,
sculptures, and
monuments
recorded



Protecting Authority

State
Government
Archaeological
Survey of India
Proposed
Protection 110
Number of
Monuments

Protection of Monuments by Authorities



Collaborative Conservation Model

& &

Trust Department
Contribution Contribution
Trust provides Department matches
significant financial Trust's contribution for
support for conservation projects.

conservation,

=

Community
Contribution

Local community actively
participates in funding
conservation,



Operation Atalanta




Operation Atalanta Structure

Maritime Security

Core mission of Operation Atalanta

Fu | EU Member States

Primary contributors to the
operation,s hipping routes off the
coast of Somalia and the Western
Indian Ocean.

8@ Associated Partners

Supporting nations in the mission

@ CSDP

Framework under which the operation
functions







BULLET TRAIN PROJECT

MUMBAI-AHMEDABAD HIGH SPEED RAIL CORRIDOR

Bank, Underground Mountain
Viaduct Bridges Cut & Cover (7kmUndersea)  Tunnels
465 km 10 km 7 km 21km 5 km

. Operational Speed i '
) 320 : ’
km/hr TS v - R
> " " j.____ . v -;. ::
ety (Limited Toa! Satons Q : s T I e
m ) — \ e P o\ f* AR e -~ ~_'n' ~ —
2.07 e stops) @ 8 Gujarat SABARMATI T g ot
2.58 ne gg‘;’;, 4 Maharashtra [~ AHMEDABAD 12 Aesthetically 8 Maintenance HSR Training Institute

ANAND Designed Stations Depots in Vadodara
- VADODARA

TOTAL LENGTH 508 KM BHARUCH
- SURAT

— BILIMORA
VAPI
— BOISAR

— VIRAR 3 Rolli 5 i
g Stock High Speed Rail
GUJARAT DNH MAHARASHTRA THANE Depots Multi Modal Hub Sabarmati

348 km 4 km 155 km MUMBAI




Japan-India Shinkansen Train Donation

Japan decides to donate
Shinkansen trains to India.

Japan selects the E5 and E3
series train sets.

Japan prepares the trains for
transfer to India.

The trains are transferred to
India in 2026.




India's High-Speed Rail Journey with Japan

2011

Operational launch
of Shinkansen E5

Series

2026

Japan to provide
Shinkansen train
sets to India

2022 2028

Initial completion Revised completion
deadline for Mumbai- deadline for Mumbai-
Ahemdabad project | Ahemdabad project



Japan's Shinkansen Technology in India

NHSRCL Implementation - -

JICA Funding - -

Revised Deadline;: 2028 - -

National Rail Plan 2030 - -

- Speed: 320 km/h

|
-
I
\

~- Aerodynamic Design

'~ Similar Safety Features



lronwood: 7th
Generation TPU




Google Ironwood TPU Architecture

7th Generation

Evolution of TPU
technology

Al Model
Ironwood TPU :
Processing
Core of Al o
processing Application of

Ironwood TPU




Google Ironwood TPU: Key Features and Capabilities

Large Language Models - -

Mixture of Experts - -

v

[Scalable Al Workloads

.
]

Generative Al Models - -
Advanced Al Tasks -

<

Google
Ironwood
TPU

r- 9,216 Chips per Pod
~- 42.5 Exaflops

\

4

[ -~
-~
-

,Cs?; Energy Efﬁciency]

- - Double Performance per Watt

'~ Liquid Cooling




What is the Difference between CPU, GPU and TPU?

Feature

Primary Function

Processing Type

Number of Cores

Performance for Al

Efficiency

Real-World
Applications

CPU

General-purpose
computing

Sequential
processing (can also
include some
parallelism in modern
CPUs)

1to 16 cores (can be
more in advanced
CPUS)

Not optimized for Al

Versatile but less
efficient for parallel
tasks

Personal computing,
business applications,
software development

GPU

Parallel processing,
graphics rendering

Parallel processing

Thousands of cores

Good for Al tasks,
especially for large
datasets

Highly efficient for
parallel tasks (e.g.,
deep learning training,
large-scale data
processing)

Autonomous vehicles,
facial recognition,
video processing, Al
model training

TPU

Accelerating machine
learning workloads

Parallel processing
(optimized for Al
tasks)

Specialized cores
optimized for tensor
operations

Highly optimized for
deep learning and
neural networks

Extremely efficient for
Al, especially neural
network training

Healthcare Al (e.g.,
diagnostics),
autonomous systems,
speech recognition,
image recognition










Flamingo Conservation Reserve Overview

Conservation
Status
Officially recognized T
by the Maharashtra Wildlife
Location State Wildlife Board Protection
Situated in Navi Dedicated to
Mumbai

preserving flamingo
habitats



Location features

Location

Situated in Seawoods, Navi Mumbai,
Maharashtra.




The Thane Creek Ecosystem

Freshwater Marine
Sources Influences
Feeds the Affected by sea

ecosystem conditions

Tidal
Waterbody Migratory Birds
Influenced by tides Supports bird
migration

| /55 \\  Central Asian
DPS Lake N <77 | ‘ Flyway
A lake within the | A major bird
ecosystem

migration route




Flamingo Migration and Wetland Restoration

Thousands of flamingos arrive
at the wetland

Initiatives to restore tidal flow
and clear algae

The wetland acts as a buffer
against floods and sea-water
intrusion




added to UNESCO’s
Memory of the World
Register

‘/
Gita and Natyashastra !
O |

S

N\
\




Cultural Heritage Preserved

S a7

Bhagavad Gita Natyashastra

Ancient scripture added Classical text on
to UNESCO's Memory performing arts now
Register. UNESCO-listed.




UNESCO's Memory of the World Register

[ Criteria for Inclusion

Outstanding Universal Value - -

Historical Significance - -

Authenticity - -

1992 -

/’

)

UNESCO's
Memory of
the World
Register

B

- - Preservation

/ |

'~ Safeguarding

[~ [@f’ Objective }

]

-- Protect Archival Holdings

'~- Promote Accessibility



India's Global Cultural Recognition

\

Py €

J

ANN
Gita Natyashastra
Gita's inclusion highlights Natyashastra showcases
spiritual and philosophical India's artistic and
\ depth y k dramatic traditions.
€ ao @
Ramcharitmanas Panchatantra
Ramcharitmanas celebrates Panchatantra preserves
epic storytelling and cultural ancient wisdom through
K values. y \ engaging fables.
Sahrdayaloka-Locana
Sahrdayaloka-Locana enriches

\ understanding of aesthetic theory. )




Key Features of Bhagavad Gita and
Natyashastra

Attributed to s Spiritual

Sage Vyasa Principles
Bhagavad goay 3

Gita

700-verse Ethical
Dialogue Principles

N Author: |, Philosophical
Bharat Muni Principles

Indian
—> Classical
Dance

—> Drama

Natyashastra
—> Music

—> Stagecraft

Rasa
Concept



Word of the day

Talisman:

a trinket or piece of jewellery usually hung about
the neck and thought to be a magical protection
against evil or disease

Usage: Every time he travelled, he held on to
his watch like it was his talisman.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/talismanpro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: [teel.1smaen/







