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SC puts govt. on deadline to overhaul NEET-UG

Top court pulls
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National
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“No systemic breach”
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Great win:
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Searches continue amid
fading hope in Wayanad

KALPETTA

Joint teams of the Army,
State police, Natonal Dis-
aster

on 3
The laborious, and of-
ten  dangerous  work,
seemed O enter a new
phase as rescuers and
laks quietly acknowledged
that the

Sustained efforts: The Army's Engineer Task Force personnet

gled bodies, displaced
bavkders uprooted trees,

l-rida) s search yielded
14 more bodies. The go-

Iop mvirors temaiaed ra:

and muddy field of man-

them being identified by

conduct rescue and relief operations in Wayanad on Friday. ans

Himachal
flood toll
rises to six;
47 missing

The death toll in separate

incidents of cloudbursts

and flash floods
1

are still missing in Shimla.
Mandi and Kullu districes,
after heavy ‘rain IR rivers
in spate. Fifty-five people
been evacuated so

aces.
Chief Minister Sukhvin-
dex Singh Sulini, who viek-
site at Sa-

Cong. moves privilege motion
over Shah’s speech on Wayanad

Citing The Hindws fact-
check of Home Minister
Amit Shah's speech in Par-
Hament on the landslides
he Congress

ich
vy m..grams ma:

had said that the first ad-

But The Hindu report.

Aemit Shan
early issued by

the Union government er warni
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the Home
led” the Rajya Sabha by his
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x !

a calling at-
tention motion, Mr. Shah

Pointed out that the weath-

uly
“watch™ alert for july 23,
24, 26 and 27.
A yellow alert does not
specifically call for action.

Vikas Dhoot
NEW DELY

Mosz of Indix's personal fn-
have
mpler new

returns by the July 31 dea-
dline opting for it, even as
the number of Income Tax
G- return fillnes rose 7.5%
to hit a record high of al-

regime compared fo 2.01
crore ed in the old
tax regime. the Central

Record returns
The number of income tax returns (ITRs) as on
Juty 21 touched 7.28 crore for 2023-24, 7.5% more

than in the previous fiscal

No. of
Eitetate ] 1TRs filed

2019-20 [ Jan. 10, 2021
2020-21 | Dec. 31, 2021 | 5.77,39,682
2021-22 | Juky 31, 2022 | 5.82,68,692
2022-23 | July 31,2023 | 6.77.42.303
2023-24 | Juty 31,2024 | 728,860,218

72% of personal income-tax payers
opted for new tax regime in 2023-24

in the Budget 202324 to
make it attractive. Apart

five from six and
tax-free income limit to €3
lakh from 22.5 Lakh.

Last year's Budget had
also granted 3 hike in the

rebate limit from %S

lakh to €7 lakh & year un-
der the new regime.
Wwith Budget 202425 rats-
ing th

mej in Shimla district to
review the ongoing relief
and rehabilitation efforts,

Mr. Sukhu said wides-
pread damage was report-

ed in Shimla, Mandi and
Kullu districts on Wednes-
day. “One National High-

Board of Direct Taxes sald
on Friday, terming the in-
crease in number of tax-

10 675,000 from £50.000
and mj.syng the cax slabs

again,
here cnul.d oo a greater

op:mormeoums:me




SC puts govt. on deadline to overhaul NEET-UG

Top court pulls up NTA for lapses in conducting test; committee led by ex-ISRO chief directed to submit recommendations on restructuring the test by Sept. 30; flip-flops are

anathema to fairness, says the court; the judgment refers to NTAs decision to grant marks for two options to a physics question, reasoning that both answers were correct

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
T on Friday pro-
nounced a scathing

judgment calling out the
“flip-flops” of the National
Testing Agency (NTA) in
the conduct of the National
Eligibility-cum-Entrance
Test, 2024 for admission to
undergraduate  medical
courses and put the go-
vernment on a deadline to
completely restructure the
exam process.

“The manner in which
NTA organised the exam
this year gives rise to se-
rious concerns... NTA has
sufficient resources at its
disposal. It has adequate
funding, time, and oppor-
tunities to organise exams
such as the NEET without
lapses of the kind that oc-
curred this year,” Chief Jus-
tice of India D.Y. Chandra-
chud, who authored the

verdict, criticised the
agency.
The three-judge Bench,

headed by the Chief Jus-

tice, directed the Centre,
acting through its high-po-
wered committee headed
by former Indian Space
Research  Organisation
Chairperson K. Radhak-
rishnan, to recommend
and implement top-to-bot-
tom overhauling of the test
process, including rectify-
ing “serious security laps-
es”, introduce data protec-
tion measures, periodic
audits, surprise inspec-
tions of test centres, grie-
vance redress mechanisms
for students and foolproof
logistics while specifically
highlighting how question
papers were transported
in e-rickshaws for the May
5 test.

Plan of action

The court directed the
Radhakrishnan committee
to submit its report to the
Education Ministry by Sep-
tember 30. The Ministry
has to take a decision on
the committee’s recom-
mendations within a
month thereafter and im-
plement the plan of action.

Atest for NEET

Here are a few recommendations of the Supreme Court:

a’_
-
(N

® Data protection measures, periodic
audits, surprise inspections of test
centres, grievance redress mechanisms,

foolproof logistics

after handing them
over to invigilators

® Comprehensive
CCTV surveillance
of test centres,
including real-time
monitoring

® Rigorous checks

and balances at every
stage from the setting
of question papers to

® Standard operating procedure

detailing specific timelines for

registration of candidates, changes to
preferred cities, sealing of OMR sheets

the declaration of the
results

m Review of allotment
of test centres

The government has to
file a compliance report in
the court.

The court pointed to
how NTA initially gave
1,563 students grace marks
after realising that they
were allotted the wrong
question paper, and then
later decided to withdraw
their scores and conduct a
re-test.

“A body such as NTA

which is entrusted with im-
mense responsibility in re-
lation to highly important
competitive exams cannot
afford to misstep, take an
incorrect decision, and
amend it at a later stage...
Flip-flops are an anathema
to fairness,” the court
chastised.

The Chief Justice said
the mishaps orchestrated
by the NTA was a “luxury

students cannot afford”.
“The Centre has to res-
tructure the whole process
of the NEET through the
high-powered committee.
It has to ensure that we do
not have further such ex-
amples in the future,”
Chief Justice Chandrachud
addressed counsel for the

Centre and NTA led by Sol-
icitor-General Tushar
Mehta.

In the judgment, the
court pointed to varying
versions given by the NTA
about when and where the
question papers were
breached, including that it
was taken away by people
who had breached the
“rear door” of an exam
centre.

The judgment then re-
ferred to the NTA’s deci-
sion to grant marks for two
options to a physics ques-
tion in the NEET paper,
reasoning that both answ-
ers were right. An Indian
Institute of Technology
(Delhi) team, on a request
from the Supreme Court,
later reported that only

one of the two answers
was correct.

“As a result of the NTA’s
grace marks, an unprece-
dented 44 students got
720/720 in NEET-UG. The
IIT (Delhi) report saw these
44 students lose marks and
a revision of the rank list...
There are deficiencies in
the structural processes of
the NTA... This committee
[Radhakrishnan  panel]
must rectify them,” Chief
Justice noted.

‘No systemic breach’
Even while refusing to
scrap NEET-UG, 2024 on
the ground that there was
no “systemic breach”, a se-
ries of directions issued by
the court to the govern-
ment’s committee in the
judgment highlight and
spell out every single con-
cern raised by petitioners
about the security of the
exam process in over 40
separate petitions.

The court expanded the
ambit of the Radhakrish-
nan committee to include
improvements to the exam

security and administra-
tion by introducing rigo-
rous checks and balances
at every stage from the set-
ting of the question papers
to the declaration of the fi-
nal results.

The judgment ordered
the framing of a Standard
Operating Procedure (SOP)
detailing specific timelines
to be set for various as-
pects, including registra-
tion of candidates, changes
to preferred cities, and
sealing of OMR sheets after
handing them over to
invigilators.

It called for a process to
review allotment of test
centres after petitions
complained that there
were instances of students
inexplicably travelling
from Godhra in Gujarat to
Belgaum in Karnataka.

Addressing petitioners’
complaints of impersona-
tion in NEET-UG 2024, the
court called for employing
enhanced identity checks
and technological advan-
cements while complying
with the laws of privacy.

+



e Supreme Court's Criticism of NTA

* Flip-Flops and Lapses
The Supreme Court criticized the National Testing Agency (NTA) for inconsistencies and
lapses in conducting NEET-UG 2024. Issues included the withdrawal of 1,563 grace
marks after being awarded.
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Judgment Details
A three-judge bench led by Chief Justice D.Y. Chandrachud delivered the verdict.

The judgment emphasized the inadequacies in managing the examination process,
such as transporting question papers in e-rickshaws and other logistical issues.
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e  Committee Formation and Recommendations

memny  Commiittee Led by K. Radhakrishnan

e A committee chaired by former ISRO Chief K. Radhakrishnan was formed.

e The committee is tasked to submit recommendations for improving the NEET-UG
examination process by September 30, 2024.

BN Y HT ST AT AEIR

B & TUHSUN GaRT IHEFETdm arell AT
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e The committee will focus on enhancing security, logistics, and transparency.

e Specific measures include data protection, periodic audits, and surprise
inspections of test centers.

o GfATT gI&T, dAMSieedd 3 IRERIAT A To W AT dhigd |
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memee IMmplementation of SOPs

sy Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs)

e The court mandated the implementation of SOPs for various aspects of the examination,
including candidate registration and logistics management.

e The aim is to ensure fairness and transparency in NEET-UG 2024 and future exams.

e T3 T FRTadd

| A& FEOTed 9f$Hare (SOPs)

e 3ieTeld & 98T & faffiee ggol3it & v sops & FrdleadsT & Jmeer fear, forad
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* Which of the following actions did the Supreme Court direct regarding the
NEET-UG 2024 examination process?

* A) Continue the current examination process without changes.

* B) Implement a new committee to review and improve the examination
process, headed by former ISRO Chief K. Radhakrishnan, by September 30,
2024.

* C) Increase the number of test centers to accommodate more students.

* D) Reduce the difficulty level of the NEET-UG exam to ensure more
students qualify.
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Hoarding collapses in Thane:
2 injured. 3 vehicles damaged

Friday ac
Kaxvan in mahm—mum s -nmne injuring two
persons and damaging three vehicles. Kalyan
Tehstldar Sachin Shejal confirmed that heavy
rain with gusty winds were the cause for the
©coll. e that happened around 10.15 a.m. at
Sahajanand Chowk. “We will initiate action
against the erring contractor for failing to adhere
to the guidelines laid out for billboards and
hoardings.” Kalyan-Dombivli Municipal
Cor c Jakhad sasd.
This has happened in just a few months after the
ling collapse in Ghatkopar on May 13,
claiming 17 lives and Injuring over S0 individuals.

Plea in SC on blood donation
 transgender persons
The Supreme Court on Friday issued a formal
notice to the Union government in a petition
[

of

transgender per: women sex workers

from donating blood. A three-judge Bes
responses from the National AIDS Control

afu:use 12 ofme “Gusdelines for
Referral, 2017 lsmued by
nd the

n & Blood Donor
e Mastnoal Blood Tran unc a

India selects 2 crew members
for AxXiom-4 mission to ISS

BENGALURU

ndian astronaut-d
nates Group Capeain

National Mission
Assignment Board has re-
commend: them as
prime and back-up mission
ilots for the miss

national Space Station.

Th ia-US.  joint
statement during the state
wvisit of Prime Minister Na-
rendra to the US. in
June 2023 envistoned a
Joint ISRO-NASA effort to
the ISS.

Towards the goal of

Space Flieht Centre GHSFC)
of the ISRO has entered in-

Group Captain Prasanth Batskrt
Shubhanshu Shukla. SSECAL AR

ment with the NASA-identi-
fied service

ishnan Nair {left) 3nd Group Captain
RANGEMENT

the Gaganyatri will under-

Axiom Space Inc., U.S., for

re-
oarcis mat technology de-

‘mis-
. the ISRO

its
sion to the IS
sasd.

Sclentific research
The agency added that the

assigned crew members
will be finally approved to
fly to the International
Space Station by the Multi-
lateral Crew Operations Pa-

“During the mission,

o o f1ie 225 ne well o
n space outreach

Setvities. The experiences
gained during this mission
Sibe heneﬁual for the In-

tains in the IAF, will train in
space programme, says ISRO

Group Capeatn Shulda ks
an alummus of the National

the
of the IAF. He is a fighter
combat leader and a test
pilot

rience. He has flown a va-
riety of aircraft, including
Su-30 MKI, MIG-21, MIG-29,
Jaguar, Hawk, Dornier, and

-32.

Group Captain Nair is an
alumnus of the NDA and
recipient of the Sword of
Honour at the Al Force
Acade

iy
He was commissioned

1AF. He is a Cat A flying in-
structor and a test pilot
000

Landslides, rain
cause disruptions
in north Bengal

Moyurie Som
KOLKATA

rain also slowed down op-
erations surrounding de-
removal fxnm roads

1 and
rain pummelled northern
West Bengal on Thursday.

road

and vehicu-
lar traffic mcwemenu
Parts of the National

Dlocks on National High-
w-.\ylo and closures in Ka-

B e atest incident cor:
roborates data from the
ieak S v Of ki
(©S1) and the Indian
Research Organisation (1.
RO) on the region’s excep-
tional vulnerability to land-
shde related calamities.
Traffic was shut on Na-
@y 10

reopened for the

ment of light vehicles fol-

a prol month-

long closure in july. This

National Highway, prone to
d a

wi
hours of flying experience.
He has flown 2 variety of
it including Su-30
MKI,  MHG-2I, MG

e
o surges in water levels in

northern region to Sikkim

Places suh as Melli,
e. )uvuhora.

Jege. Wellingeon. and the | pons experienced rosd
F ‘(hml. e 1o
Tambaram. - | on T

a prEmAer ‘Bghter
ron.

eyt
According to Kallmpo:

Ty o
Jitendra Singh.

were re-
cently restored after land-
slides in the last two
months. were again dam-
aged under the fmpact of

rubble and boulders on
Thursday.

Alert issued

casts in places across
Jjeeling and

Dar-
Kalimpong dis-
tricts with ange

low (“moderate”) alert bel-
turday

Sunday. on fts o

Of the 3,782 landslides
that took place in India bet-
ween 2015 and 2022, West
Be comes second only
to Kerala with a tocal of

a
mps e list with 2,33 Inct:
dents during the given pe-
riod, according to a recent
reply given in the Lok Sab-
ha by Minister of State (In-
gdependent Charge) of the
x Sclences,

National AIDS Consrol Ory to a Space Flight Agree- Su-30 squad districs authorities, hez\'y

ED seizes documents in M. t i

ED selzes documentsin Makialsiages Cabinet approves I(;MR got X172 cr. f:rorn Bharat

S withdraw cst | 8 high-speed road Biotech for Covaxin: Nadda
Cious transactions worth €21 crore for oninsurance |corridor projects

tion Repo
ureau in
Pradesh’s Una.

The Hindu Bureau
KOLKATA

Wwest B-enyl Chief Minister

Sitharaman and urged her
to withdraw 18% GST on
life insurance and health

ED conducts searches in
Ladakh in crvptofraud case
In its first ever searches in Ladakh, the
Enforcement Directorate (ED) on Friday
conducted searches as part of its money
laundering probe linked to a cryptocurrency
fraud case in which investors lost more than &7
crore worth of deposits, officials said. The

s zonal office here raided at least

Lel akh,

in the
“Eenoiliens Coin Limked". They, howeves, did not
or currency back. and the:
the

to purchase land assets in Jammas. -n

She said the imposition
of the GST on premiums
increases the financial bur-
den on the common peo-
ple. “With deep

health insurance policies/
and the withd.

NEW DELHL

The Union Cabinet on Fri-

for Guwahati that will con-
nect vartous cites in the
north-eastern
The pilgrim
Ayodhya will get a 68-km-
four-lane access-con-

n.
town of

fong
trolled ring
capital cost of £3.935 crore

ridors connecting Amritsar
with jamnagar and Delhi
A %

NEW DELHI

’I‘he indian Council of Med-

an

This will provide seamless

connectivicy for _freight
hicle:

¥ has
received Ti2 crore as
royalty from Bharat Bio-
tech

om
induserial reglom of
Punjab, Haryana, and Ra
Jasthan to the major ports
in Maharashtra, the £o.
vernment said in a press
release
Cuivaabised sl gat a 18

km be developed
at a Kol.\] A.os( of ¥5.729
ridge

lhe Brahmaputra

Lid.
jointly developing Covax-
sty

in, an & deve-
loped vaccine for CO-
VID-19, Union Health

part of e Project. The
road will provide seamless

wal of deductions in the
new tax regime under Sec-
tions 80C and S8OD of the
Income Tax Act, which, to
me, are highly antl-people

n nature,”

The letrer came & a day af-
ter Ms. Banerjee threa-
tened protests If the Union
government s not roll
back the decision.

ity to tourists arriving
from airports in Lucknow
and Ayodiiya a3 well ae ma-
Jor

The Cabinet has also
okayed a 2l4-km sixlane

eda
bad in Gujarat, which will
provide connectivity bet-
ween two key national cor-

long-dis-
tance xnme

length and will be deve-
loped at a cost of 24.613
crore.

and duri
filing of the patent for Co-
vaxin, Bharat Biotech had
accepted its mist

£v. along with three scien-
tists are co-owners and co-
inventors of Covaxin,
Nadda said.
He informed the House
india had given Covax-
in supplies to seven other
countries under the Vac-
<ine Maitri programme.

Covaxin was jointly developed
By the ICMR, NV, 30d Bharat
otech.

Covaxin was joins
veloped by the ICMR, Na-
tional Institute of Virology
(NIV) and Bharat Biotech

220 crore towards the
Phase 3 clinical trial which
involved funding 25 sites
for screening and recruit-
ing 25,800 participants.

Patent application
Re:

application.
that there had been

and the

of the vaccine was done by
Bharat  Biotech,

23S c.role on the devel
Covaxin, including

the
ICMR came to know about
it, “we questioned them™,

Mr. Nadda said added
that after the objection was
the aj w:

. pp!
corrected by Bharat Bio-
tech.
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1 Service backed by Unions - there are too many hitches,

perhaps {4,9}

10 Sayit's sbsolute (5)

11 Dspatched s pack mside for a rel
12 A rewsroom broadcast “Ladies i a row” (9)

cus ceremony (9)

To salve this puzde anlite,
et acroes: to our crossword
a Besgs g . page. k.

13 Hard soil, not right, land not cultivated {5}
14 Away to fall in line i more palatable
16 Paints the schoot colours, alf of them in the end accept

title (7]

18 Four emptied, double that consignment (7}

20 Clear order, one million to recover (7)

22 Work and exercise instially did put one to slees (S)

24 Ten photos developed then and there (2-3-4)
expos

26 Loysicater

e big man (3)

27 Speech - PM gets u~.a¢. backing (5)
28 Follow what the photographer wants to do (3.3.7)

Star workers can cower 100 square metres (7}
Jump over, breaking taw - that's huge (9]

Tea - cofiect from bottom to top [S)

"No vehicte came up”- true version of his stoey (9)
Change of beart - & desire to be under water {5}

Aute foundries struggling, clueless (3,32.5)

Simultaneously after a dama)

Reason to limit beoze (9}
St Michael

2
3
-
s
6
7 Upgrade? Leave out the banks {7}
s
s
1.
EY
2

ge, estimate them (2,3,4.4)

blessed oid man of science (9]
Get rig of old dal in Indian kitchen (7]
“He wants a job as a salesrnan®

- they say... (7)

23 ...till it follows one, for example (5)
25 Foreign tourist or missing tribesman? (5]
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Aadi 18: flood of devotion

Bkt in e higher helng sndeocial consclons
south Indians from time imme-

ways been the halimark of

ness have al-

morial. Natural resources, especially rivers; are revered
Tiruval

and treated as divinity itself.
TIf the rains were to fall there would be

up. The poet says,

pecially on the 18th
Sudha Ses|

day
Dr shayyan in a discourse.
fully through the delta and the feel-
py emotions it generates in the re-

swells and flows gracer:
ing of piety and the ha)

luvars Kural sums &t

of the Tamil month of

said
. On this da,- l.'he river

sidents of this area s Snquantifiable.

the Western

Ghats, fills up water bodies and flows S puthwards: For

eons, dwellers near

the rivers Cauvery, Palar, Vaigal and

CIFFPICULTY RATING . e e e

Solution to yesterday's Sudotas
26359481 7]
ia 3852 6|
|s 8 61239
a5 a2 371612
a2 1.7/9/53}
37 2/sl1.8/a)
7.3 86295
61 59|37 8
89 72l6'a1]

.
.

for rains, for with-

have red y
out rainfall, there can be no sustenance of nre on earth.

ferrous is

n Aadi 18

since the river is viewed as
nourishes her

0 leas than a mother who

er ofspring. The swollen river is a sign that the

e
bangles, fruits, auspicious turmeric and hold a ritual one
with

normally

and sowing is a collective respo
of the swollen river, as exemplified

tion and preservation

women. C
 as is the protec-

by the legend of Lord Siva, carrying mud and making a
bund igai in spate.

against the Val
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India selects 2 crew members
for Axiom-4 mission to ISS

Shubhanshu Shukla and Prasanth Balakrishnan Nair, Group Captains in the IAF, will train in US;

experience gained during the mission will be beneficial for human space programme, says ISRO

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

nates Group Captain

Shubhanshu Shukla
and Group Captain Pra-
santh Balakrishnan Nair
have been shortlisted to go
to the U.S. to train for the
Axiom-4 mission to the In-
ternational Space Station
(SS).

The National Mission
Assignment Board has re-
commended them as
prime and back-up mission
pilots for the mission.
Group Captain Shukla will
be the prime mission pilot
and Group Captain Nair
will be the back-up.

The Axiom-4 mission is
the fourth private astro-
naut mission to the Inter-
national Space Station.

The India-U.S. joint
statement during the state
visit of Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi to the U.S. in
June 2023 envisioned a
joint ISRO-NASA effort to
the ISS.

Towards the goal of
mounting a joint ISRO-NA-
SA effort, the Human
Space Flight Centre (HSFC)
of the ISRO has entered in-
to a Space Flight Agree-

l ndian astronaut-desig-

Group Captain Prasanth Balakrishnan Nair (left) and Group Captain
Shubhanshu Shukla. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

ment with the NASA-identi-
fied service provider
Axiom Space Inc., U.S., for
its upcoming Axiom-4 mis-
sion to the ISS, the ISRO
said.

Scientific research
The agency added that the
assigned crew members
will be finally approved to
fly to the International
Space Station by the Multi-
lateral Crew Operations Pa-
nel. They will commence
training for the mission
from the first week of Au-
gust, it said.

“During the mission,

the Gaganyatri will under-
take selected scientific re-
search and technology de-
monstration experiments
on board the ISS as well as
engage in space outreach
activities. The experiences
gained during this mission
will be beneficial for the In-
dian Human Space Pro-
gram and it will also streng-
then human space flight
cooperation between ISRO
and NASA,” the ISRO said.

Group Captain Shukla
and Group Captain Nair
are among the four select-
ed for India’s Gaganyaan
mission.

Group Captain Shukla is
an alumnus of the National
Defence Academy and was
commissioned on June 17,
2006 in the fighter stream
of the IAF. He is a fighter
combat leader and a test
pilot with approximately
2,000 hours of flying expe-
rience. He has flown a va-
riety of aircraft, including
Su-30 MKI, MiG-21, MiG-29,
Jaguar, Hawk, Dornier, and
An-32.

Group Captain Nair is an
alumnus of the NDA and
recipient of the Sword of
Honour at the Air Force
Academy.

He was commissioned
on December 19, 1998 in
the fighter stream of the
IAF. He is a Cat A flying in-
structor and a test pilot
with approximately 3,000
hours of flying experience.

He has flown a variety of
aircraft, including Su-30
MKI, MiG-21, MiG-29,
Hawk, Dornier, and An-32.
He is also an alumnus of
the United States Staff Col-
lege and a DS at the De-
fence Services Staff Col-
lege, Wellington, and the
Flying Instructors School,
Tambaram. He has com-
manded a premier fighter
Su-30 squadron.




India Selects Crew Members for Axiom-4
Mission

Crew Selection

Selected Members:
* Group Captain Shubhanshu Shukla
* Group Captain Prasanth Balakrishnan
Nair

Roles:

 Shubhanshu Shukla: Prime Mission Pilot

e Prasanth Balakrishnan Nair: Backup
Pilot
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Mission Details
Mission Name: Axiom-4

Objective:

* The mission aims to conduct scientific research and technology demonstration
experiments aboard the International Space Station (ISS).

e The mission will enhance human space flight cooperation between ISRO and NASA.
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Training and Preparation
Training Location: United States
Training Duration: Starting from the first week of August

Spacecraft Provider: Axiom Space Inc
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Background of Crew Members

Group Captain Shubhanshu Shukla:
e Background: Alumnus of the National Defence Academy.
e Experience: Fighter combat leader and test pilot with approximately 2,000 flying hours.
e Aircraft Flown: Su-30 MKI, MiG-21, MiG-29, Jaguar, Hawk, Dornier, and An-32.
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Group Captain Prasanth Balakrishnan
Nair:

Background: Alumnus of the NDA and
recipient of the Sword of Honour at the
Air Force Academy.

Experience: Cat A flying instructor and
test pilot with approximately 3,000
flying hours.

Aircraft Flown: Su-30 MKI, MiG-21,
MiG-29, Jaguar, Hawk, Dornier, and An-
32.
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Which of the following statements about India's selection for the
Axiom-4 mission is correct?

A) Group Captain Prasanth Balakrishnan Nair will be the primary
mission pilot for the Axiom-4 mission.

B) The Axiom-4 mission will focus solely on military exercises aboard
the International Space Station.

C) The Axiom-4 mission aims to enhance human space flight
cooperation between ISRO and NASA.

D) Both Group Captain Shubhanshu Shukla and Group Captain Prasanth
Balakrishnan Nair have over 5,000 hours of flying experience.
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Tovota reopens bookings
for Innova Hycross models

Toyota Motor has

for the Innova Hycroes

ZX & ZX (O) models.
b

the Innova Hycross, | both hybrid and gasoline.

enhanced supply. the wan:ing ‘period hias b =

reduced and the

bookings for Innova Hycross

top-end grades commenced,” the company said.

Tamilnad Mercantile Bank Q1
net rises 10% on asset quality

Tamilnad

Mercantile Bank Lid.. (TMB) reported

standalone net profit for the June quarter rose
10% to T287 crore on Improvement in asset
quality and interest income. Interest income rose
to 21,281 crore from 21,156 crore and non-interest
income by T67 crore to 234 crore, the private

while net NPAs contracted by 1 bps 10 0.65%.

U.S. FDA issues 3

observations

to Gland Pharma’s facility

S. Food and Drug
FDA) issued a Form 483 with three rvations
Phan'mpos‘mspemm of the generic

istration (ULS.
obse:

facility in Hyderabad. The obse

neither repeat

rvations are
observations nor related to data
and

The
for the observations will be

actions
submitted to the U.S.
Pharma

FDA within the stipulated period. Gland

said in a filing on Friday.

Sensex, Nifty slip over 1% led
by sell-off in auto, steel stocks

slowdown in hu-u-u, triggered a global slump with the contagion ell'ect not sparing Indian bourses

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAL

max indices
slipped by more than 1% on
Friday led

by a sell-off in
auto and steel stocks, after
eake:

Motors (4.17%), JSW Steel
(3.66%), Tata Steel (2.97%),

Global wobble: Equity investors become poorer by 4.4 lakh crore

2= markets crashed. A

L&T (2.91%) and M&M

1I7%, to0 24.717.70, a day af-

ter it had crossed the
mark.

s mirrored
the benchmark's decline

and the broader indices al-

with a masatve drop

Unemplovment
rate hits 4.3% in
U.S. as job

growth slows

Beuters
WASHINGTON

The U.S. unemployment

rate jumped to near a

threeyear high of 4.3% in
July amid s significan
P e P ey

heightening fears the la-
bour market was deterio-
rating and potentially mak-
ing the

in the Last few days.” Amol economy
wa

search, Kotak Securﬁla The increase in the un-

said on the rat, from

slide in stock indices.

‘Elevated, broad-based food
inflation to force RBI to hold’

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAL

The Monetary Policy Com-
mittee (MPC), which will
be mee: from August
&8, would likely keep poli-
cy rates unchanged on ac-
gount of elevated food in-
Aation, econo at
Barclays India & Goldman
Sachs

“We expect the MPC to

said in separate notes.
-Enduring upward food

price pressure on he:
inflation wou!d Ilkely keep
the M! Hous,”

et A Ameire
Chare of Barclays wrote:

ion Budget maintained its
commitment to fiscal con-
solidation, and the U.S. Fed
is now hinting at a Seprecn:
ber cut.

indicators remain broadly

steady, v be ta-

e of comfort

by the MBC- the Barclays
economists wrote

Goldman Sachs econo-

mists stated that

‘SEBI targets
reduction in
time taken to
fundraise’

The Securities and
<hange Boa.rd of Indh s

4 H‘ ln June marked the
fourth straight monthly in-
crease, the U.S. Labor De-
partment reported on x-n-
day It has risen
five_decade low of 3.4% in
April 2023. The labour
market is slowing, driven
by

annual wages last month
was the smallest in more

than three years, effective-
ly sealing the case for the
U.S. central bank to cut in-

and broad-based
fation had kepe M1 calen-
dar year 202

ﬂaﬂon near 5!6

forward, even
g base___ is go-
ing to pull headline infla-

don down t rds 4% in
. there are upside

to food & due to an

uneven  mo: .~ the

the | chief at LPL Fi-
oo in: | Medraising process for | samciar o ves: early
firms and simplifying [P0 | warning

suggest
further wezknes. i Gitl.

Chairper: Puri rt
h said on Friday. Will Tikely price in e
SEBI is  wor to | cuts this year™
merge rights issues and Nonfarm payrolls rose
preferential allotments to by 1,14,000 jobs after rising
Ms. revised
Buch said, ng it would e 3 .000 i June, the Labor

cut the time
Teed o raise funds by halt.

partment's Bureau of
Labor Statistics said

MARKETS
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Rane Holdings Q1 net
surges 61% to X19.5 cr.

o

AL

Rane Holdings Ltd. (RHL)
reported consolidated net
Pprofit rose 61% from a year
earlier to 219.5 crore.
Revenue from opera-
tons contracted by 7% to
831 the holding

‘CCI procures 33 lakh
bales cotton at MSP”’

The Cotton Corporation of
1India (CCD has procured 33
lakh bales of cotton at Mi-

Revenue from Indian divestment of Rane Light | it holds two e-auctions ev-

original equlpmm cus— Metal Casting Inc’s busi- — one for ©

tomers_grew ness_ mills and another for all

ported by strong growrh ln On an organic basis, it uyers.

passenger vehicle seg-  declined by 5% due to end | mills was low

ment, while revenue from  of certain customer pro- | because yarn stocks

Indian seg- for and | with the mills and slow-

ment by 1%. safety down sold
The board approved | only 25,000-30,000 bales

Global revenue dips reappointment of Vice | of cowon for

Rane - c Harish Laksh-

from international custom-
ers decreased by 17% pre-
dominantly on account of

man as Joint Managing Di-
rector for a period of five
years from

The CC1 currently holds al-

O days

has appealed to the mills to
cover their stock require-
ments for the current cot-
ton season.

Set quarterly
revenue
record in
India: Cook

lon, up 5% from a year ear-

lier. an. than whsete
had expected. EPS grew i

double Qigits o 1.0 and
achieved a record for the
June quarter, according to
CEO Tim Cool

“We also set quarterly
revenue records in more
than two

Sanjav Vija
CHENNAL

The National

peal before NCLAT.

broth-

NCLAT okays Byju's-BCCI pact,
sets aside insolvency order

The lenders opposed
he

‘Indian IT firms saw
21,300 women staff
exits in the past year”’

Sanjana B,
BENGALURU

A recent report by special-
ist

saw four-out-offive com-
panies reporting lowest
women-employee ratios
over six quarters starting
January 2023,

In the four quarters pre-

Plovees who left HCL Tech-
nologi
res Snd LTINGRG.

questioning the source of
funds alleging it was taint-
ed money and argued set-
dement to the BOCI was a
preferential  transaction
violating the Insolvency
Code.

presented by Glas Trust,
disbursed $12 billion to By-
ju's Alpha, a step-

i of Think and

er of Byju Raveendran and

dozen
nd regions,” he said.
cne

edtech firm, moved an ap-

the largest
Think & Learn, omtred w0
pay from personal
He said while £SO crore
pai,

RTGS and a sum of 83
crore would be paid on or
before August 9 via RTGS.

the subject matter of a dis-
pute between the parties
before the Delaware Coust.

35% average spot.” Shincy

Morris, Business Head, Di-
rect Hiring, Xpheno, sasd.
The diversity ratio
among  the mentioned
companies grew by O.
Dotween 2050 (33.36) and
2024 (34.12%) despite the

2020 (33.36%), there was a
1.56% growth in diversity
ratios.

According to data, the

lute volume of women in-
take. This indicates a rela-

will continue to drive con-
stant and flat gender ratios
The popular diversity mo-
del seems to be for enter-
prises to adhere to the

Ncun'. Riju Raveend.ran
said his proposal was not
in violation of any order
and #t has nothing tw do
with the $533 million.

thumb rule of one-third of
the whole. While few en-

Auto majors urge U.P.
govt. to revoke sops
for hybrid vehicles

NEW DELMI

Major automobile compa-
nies, inch
Motor

Aa
hindra & Mahindra (M&M)
have written to the Uttar
Pradesh government, op-
posing its recent move to
incentivise” srong hybrid
vehicles on the ground that
it would affect
towards electric vehicles.
“The same will not be
bencfictal as fosstl fiscks will
to persist as

Ohl\ls would t this
techniology -for _spacific
products s.

Trcir CAFE (el offciency)
norms and related perfor-
id

riginal equij
facturers (OEMs).

female employees leaving.  total number men for strong hybrid and
In total, of the 49.490 employed by this cohort | plug-in hybrid electric veh-
who left these grew from estimated | icles. This benefits buyers
companies, 21,309 (over 3.74 lakh 2020, to of Maruti Suzuki, yota to note that hybrid tech-
43 per cent) were women. 5.40 lakh in March 2023. | Kirloskar, and Honda Cars  nology
However, is currently | India, offering diate technology
Diversity ratio down to 5.12 lakh. 2355 lakh.
“The owerall ra- o Xph
tios have not the and EVs to be hit
despite the growth inabso-  in women such

is only an interme-

etween

ternal combustion en-
gine (ICE) and EV and any
IrCetinne sty ax St

in

the IT services workforce is

due to an overall increase

or drop in hiring volume
acros: nders.

mwrsny movements

have not been due to a fo-

as HMIL and M&NM sasd in
the

This drop is linked to
the overall decline in head-
<counts this cohort has ex-
perienced — 73,604 over
the six quarters since janu-

2023,

ary 5
(The writer is with The
Hindu businessiine)

a
by the hybrid

Spokespersons at HMIL,
M and Tata Motors de-
dlined to comment on the

to hybrid
Vehicles will delay the over-
)

However, sources at the
beneficiary companies told
businessline that the U.P.

roment has clearly
oned that the
reference it has taken from
FAME-II scheme is on effi-
clency and performance.
these companies
Mave matched.

(The writer is with The

Hindu businessiine)
= A
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NCLAT okays Byju's-BCCI pact,
sets aside insolvency order

Sanjay Vijayakumar
CHENNAI

The National Company
Law Appellate Tribunal
(NCLAT), Chennai accept-
ed the settlement agree-
ment between Byju’s and
the Board of Control for
Cricket in India (BCCI) and
set aside the order direct-
ing insolvency proceedings
against Bjyu’s parent Think
and Learn Private Limited.

National Company Law
Tribunal (NCLT), Bengalu-
ru ordered insolvency pro-
ceedings against Think &
Learn on July 16 in a case
filed by BCCI claiming a de-
fault of %158 crore.

Byju Raveendran, sus-
pended director, sharehol-
der and promoter of the
edtech firm, moved an ap-

peal before NCLAT.

Riju Raveendran, broth-
er of Byju Raveendran and
the largest shareholder of
Think & Learn, offered to
pay from personal funds.

He said while %50 crore
had already been paid via
RTGS, %25 crore would be
paid on August 2 through
RTGS and a sum of %83
crore would be paid on or
before August 9 via RTGS.

The lenders opposed
the settlement proposal
questioning the source of
funds alleging it was taint-
ed money and argued set-
tlement to the BCCI was a
preferential transaction
violating the Insolvency
and Bankruptcy Code.

In 2021, U.S. lenders, re-
presented by Glas Trust,
disbursed $1.2 billion to By-
ju’s Alpha, a step-down
subsidiary of Think and
Learn and a missing $533
million of the amount was
the subject matter of a dis-
pute between the parties
before the Delaware Court.

In his undertaking to
NCLAT, Riju Raveendran
said his proposal was not
in violation of any order
and it has nothing to do
with the $533 million.
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At least 13 dead as protesters hit

Nigerian streets over govt.

slicies

~
At least 13 persoas d)ed in protests ower economic hardship in
Thursdan ~ sty wehi

WASHINGTON

U. ues TikTok over privacy
violations of children under 13

—
~

The U.S. Justice Departrnent filed a lawsuit agsnst

accused

ook to the

otest

o prot
2gainst government policies and the high cost vor Trving. AFP

on the socist medi

for faling to protect chil
id T

RELTERS

Kok and
ren's privacy

that requires services aimed at children o obtain parenta! consert
to collect personal information from users under age 13. RELTERS

SYDNEY

Australia blames ‘serious failure:

for Israeli strike on WCK convoy

An tsraeli strike that kified seven charity workers i

REUTERS.

n 2 Gazs aid

conuoy was the result of “mistaken identification” and > raft of

ures, the Austratian

gevernment found in a report

STANBUL

Turkxw_ blocks access to Instagram
after senior official alleges censure

=]

r—

Yua-m blocked access to instagram an Friday, without giving

Sollowing
Turkish official. The Pre:

sidert’s communications director accused

on Friday. An

Austrasan
Worid Central Kitchen staff silled by a 1srach strike in AprL AR

g it was

Peopie from publshing condolence for the martyr Maniyeh™ 567

Turkiye
arrests 99
suspected
IS members

ESTANBUL

Turkiye’s Interior Minister
said on Friday that 99 sus-
pected members of the Is-
lamic State jihadist group
had been detained in re-
cent = across the

counery.
arrests were made
mamx,- in A -
mir in the west, as well as
in the centre and
South, tnterlor Minister Al
Yerlikaya posted on X.
kish authorities

have
made several mass arrests
of alleged IS members in
recent years, most recently
a roundup of 147 people
announced
s et S

Yerlikaya satd police’ had
detained a total of 2,919 pe-
ople suspected of links to
the jihadist group.

Slain Hamas chief buried in
Qatar amid vows of revenge

Reuters
DOHA

ourners and sup-

of people gathered

at the Gulf emirate’s largest

mosque, where Haniyeh's

casket, draped in a Palesti-

nian flag, was taken before

leaving again for burial in
Doha.

Fimal adse:

- Harmas official Khsal ol Hayys, centre, praying

senor
near the coffins of t=mail Maniyeh and hiz bodyguard on Fi

his cause, his people”.
»

Lusail, no 3 Mr lesha: id his

Haniyeh's predecessor  death would only make the
Khaled Meshaal spoke at - group more ed

saying the ht for a free

R e o ved  Palesine. There weuld be

no conc
principles and
tion of Israel, he

2 will remain
from the river to the
sea _and the Zionists (Is-

group calls for ‘a da\ of furious rage’

rael) have no place on the
land of Palestine, regard-
less of how many they ldll
of us,” Mr. Meshaal said in
vided released by Ha
“Our enemies
leamn the lesson, the
n killing our

mas.
don't

v
our leaders for

leader comes,” he said_

S Hamas offictal
Sami Abu Zuhri told Reu-
ters by phone: “Our mes-
sage to the occupal:lnn Qs-
raeh © you are
slnklng diep In the mud

and end is getting
Gosed than ever. The blood
of Haniyeh will change all
equations

Hamas called for a “day
of furious rage”.

Myanmar air strikes
on border hospital
near China kill 10

France Presse
BANGKOK

yanmar il ¢ air
trikes hit a hospital in a ci-
ty controlied by an ethnic

on  Thursday
night, 2 local resident had

s cal riediia austtirs qu-
oted one resident as saying

10 civilians were killed in
the air strikes._
The Myanmar National

troops surrendered there
In one of the militarys big-
gest defears in decades.

Junta strikes
The junta has bombed
Laukiai several times in re-
cent weeks after the
MNDAA renewed its offen-
sive in northern Shan
State, shredding a Betjing-
brokered ceasen:

U.S. citizens land in Texas after
huge prisoner swap with Russia

ence France Presse
SAN ANTONIO

Journalist Evan Gershkov-
ich and two other Ameri-
cans touched down in Tex-
as on Friday for medical

er sw.

Wall Street Journal re-
porter Gershkovich, form-
er U.S. marine Paul Whe-
inn, mit jovicastia:

Harris during a brief sto-

pover near Washington.
Their arrival on U.S. soil

on Thursday was met by

Light of da:

cheers from family.
They were among two
dozen detainees released
caslier on Thursday in the
st East-West prisoner
swap since the Cold War.

From left] Alsu Kurmashea, Paul Whetan and Svan
Gershkovich after arriving in Texas on Friday. 4=

A fourth prisoner, Viadi-
mir Kara-Murza, a
Kremlin critc with US. re—
zidency. was also among
those frees Was return-
ing separ.vlely to the LS.

India faces ‘dilemma’ amid
rising Iran-Israel tensions
over Ismail Haniyeh’s killing

NEWS ANALYSIS

NE

DELHI

India’s silence for another

the killing of Hamas leader

Octnbes 7 terros. sctacks In
Israel, who was also Ha-
mass lead negottator with
israel and other countries
possible ceasefire deal

2nd hostage release nego-
tiations that have failed to

ke

ernal Affairs has put out a
avel advisory for Indians
in Israel and non, and
is likely to update travel ad-
visories for other parts of

n, sources said

ing Eself.

assassination is de-
finitely a major event for
India, because it has hap-

pened very 'close © lnd-a s
helghbournood.” said Su.
Jjatha Aishwarya, Professor

appears to be in a dilemma
as to how to w©

o the complica-
tions for New Delh, India
had sent Road Transport

and Highways Minister Ni-
tin Gadkari to Iranian Pre-
Masoud Pezesh-

Atin Gadikan was in iran to attend the swearing-in of the new.

President when the attack against Ismail Haniyeh happened. P11

where [India] has impor-
economic

ic
AMEEC)

group. despite requests
from israel. On the other
ha

and the 10-year India-lran
MoU for additional deve-
lopment of Chabahar port
signed in June this year.

While bilateral talks on
the EC plan with va-
s

nd,
facilitated the transfer of at
least 5,000 construction
workers and plans for
about 5,000 caregivers to
wravel to Israel to fill in for

er
With Air India putting off
flights to Tel Aviv for this
week, and more travel ad-
visories

UAE. Jordan and

plementation of any U.S.
sanctions will also fmpact
India’s plans for Chabahar

land con-

the
transfer of Indian workers

Carefully es how it
might impact ties with Is-
rael, which are critical in
certain security and mili-
tary areas, and also ran,

pore,
nectivity to Afghanistan
and Central Asia. In addi-
tion, the India-lsrael-UAE-
U.S. 1202 inftiative and
plans to connect Indian
cargo routes through the
International North South
Transport Corridor to Rus-
sia could also be affected.

Kamala Harris secures Democratic
nomination for U.S. presidential polls

WASHINGTON

U.S. Vice-President Kamala
Harris effectively secured
the Democratic s
presidential _nomination
on Friday, confirming her

ber's showdown against
Republican Donald
Trump.

Ms. Harris was the sole
candsdate on the ballot for
a five-day electronic vote of
nearly 4,000 party con-
vention delegates. She will
be officially crowned at a
Chicago convention later

Kamala Harris was the sole candidate on the ball
electronic vote of nearly 4,000 party conwention delegstes. REUTERS

weeks since President Joe
Biden ended his reelection
bid, Ms. Harris has gained
full control of the party.

nominee for President of
the United States.” Ms. Har-
ris, 59, said on a phone-in
to a party celebration after
securing enough votes by
the second day of the ma-
In the two
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that she hopes she can ride

Opposition headquarters invaded in
Venezuela, govt. clalrns coup attempt

Beuters
CARACAS

A major Venezuelan oppo-
“riday

te the
movement headed by Ve-
nezuela’s opposition lead-

men  overpo-
wered its security guards
overnight, entering its Ca-
racas

of people amested during protests in
Venerzucta have called for thei release. A>

media

o release de-

. ta
and dal

through the o
lhe ‘White Hon
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r running mate
Tuesday in Philadelphia,
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ing the location.
“We denounce the at-
tacks and insecurity to
SR we e fectant for
political _reasons,”
ovement said on social

<l N;
Maduro the winner of a
third ©

term.
Venezuela's Foreign Mi-
nister Yvan Gl said on Fri-

day that the U.S. Is “at the

Department a day earller
recognised Mr. Maduro's
e

last Sunday’s election have

victory with just under
s2%.
Relatives of people ar-

rested during protests in
Venezuela over the coun-
try’s contested presidential
election are calling for
their release outside police
headquarcers as _political
tensions in  the
American country r-ernaln

Protests exploded in ci-
ties across the country on
Monday and Tuesday and
were marked by some

clashes between protesters.
and security forces and

candidate Edmundo Gon-
zlex ar . the jelection's

Mean\-\'hue. the presi-
dent of Venezuela's electo-
ral council said on Friday
that nearly 97% of votes in

At least 1200 people
been arrested. ac-
cording to ©, and the
authorities are seeking




Kamala Harris secures Democratic
nomination for U.S. presidential polls

Agence France-Presse
WASHINGTON

U.S. Vice-President Kamala
Harris effectively secured
the Democratic party’s
presidential nomination
on Friday, confirming her
remarkable rise to party
standard bearer in Novem-
ber’s showdown against
Republican Donald
Trump.

Ms. Harris was the sole
candidate on the ballot for
a five-day electronic vote of
nearly 4,000 party con-
vention delegates. She will
be officially crowned at a
Chicago convention later
this month.

“I am honored to be the
presumptive Democratic
nominee for President of
the United States,” Ms. Har-
ris, 59, said on a phone-in
to a party celebration after
securing enough votes by
the second day of the ma-
rathon vote. In the two

CM

Kamala Harris was the sole candidate on the ballot for a five-day
electronic vote of nearly 4,000 party convention delegates. REUTERS

weeks since President Joe
Biden ended his reelection
bid, Ms. Harris has gained
full control of the party.

No challengers

No other Democrat
stepped forward to chal-
lenge her elevation to the
top of the ticket, making
her confirmation as the
first Black and South Asian
woman ever to secure a

major party’s nomination
a formality.

The announcement
came with Ms. Harris pre-
paring to hit the campaign
trail next week for a swing
across seven crucial battle-
ground States with her
newly minted running
mate — who is expected to
be revealed within days.

The Democratic Party
decided on a virtual nomi-

nation process — mirroring
the pandemic-hit 2020
vote — because of Ohio’s
August 7 deadline for ma-
jor parties to submit the
names of their certified
candidates for the Novem-
ber election.

The virtual roll call
marks the official begin-
ning of the 2024 conven-
tion, although in practice
the festivities really get go-
ing when thousands of par-
ty faithful descend on Chi-
cago on August 19.

The Vice-President has
already smashed fundrais-
ing records, packed arenas
and wiped out Mr. Trump’s
polling leads over Mr. Bi-
den, creating momentum
that she hopes she can ride
through the convention to
the White House.

She is set to make her
first public appearance
with her running mate
Tuesday in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania.




Nomination Secured

Kamala Harris, U.S. Vice-President, secured the Democratic party’s presidential nomination.

She is the sole candidate on the ballot for a five-day electronic vote of nearly 4,000 party
convention delegates.

She will be officially crowned at a Chicago convention later this month.
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* Significance
e Kamala Harris becomes the first Black and South Asian woman to secure a
major party’s nomination.

* Her nomination was uncontested as no other Democrat stepped forward to
challenge her.
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* Campaign Momentum

e The announcement came weeks after President Joe Biden ended his
reelection bid, handing over the reins to Harris.

e Harris has gained full control of the party.
* She has already smashed fundraising records and packed arenas.




Convention Details
The virtual roll call mirrors the pandemic-hit 2020 vote.
Official beginning of the 2024 convention, although festivities begin in Chicago on August 19.

Harris is set to make her first public appearance with her running mate on Tuesday in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania.

1. g3l Ul Hict HAGARNT ¥ TeAITdcT 2020 & Al & Aehol T &
2. 2024 TFEAT HI TSRS TIN, gleliich RABET H 19 IFEA I 3cHd YE B 8

3. g HIAR & ersiowar, dffcafaar # v 39-Irsgufd 3FAgaR & A 379el ggel
Hrdstioteh 3UTeAfd gof Hief|




Which of the following statements about Kamala Harris's nomination is correct?

A) Kamala Harris faced significant competition within her party for the Democratic
nomination.

B) Kamala Harris will be officially crowned at a convention in New York.

C) Kamala Harris is the first Black and South Asian woman to secure a major party’s
nomination.

D) The Democratic convention's virtual roll call is an entirely new concept introduced in
2024.
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merging rights issues &
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AKSHATA GORDE
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NCLAT halts Byju’s
insolvency process

Approves edtech firm’s
settlement with BCCI

EYIU RAVEENDRAN,
FOUNDER-CED OF SWIArS
~
THE ORDER IS
NOT JUST A LEGAL

FE BUREAU

Plexiticsshe - sa3d at a capital nurk:( <on

VICTORY, BUT A
TESTAMENT TO

B4AMAIOR relief to edtech firm Byjus, the
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~

THE COMBO PRODUCT

WILL BRING OUT THE BEST
OF BOTH... END-TO-END
PROCESSING TIME WiLL BE

Tritvisnal
(NCIAT) om Fradoy aes aetdie mmsotvericy o
ceedings against § 2 crcket SPonsor-

THE HEROIC
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Apple reports record

high revenue in India
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SUBSCRIBED 35%

tx"way to preferential allotrment, there

is noneed for Scbi to come = the way, Buch

=2id, adding 2 consultation paper is in the
o

g disclosuses in the form of key perfor -

The revenue growth can be attributed to
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LIKELY
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Sonin
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Depos Scheme

“The move signals the Centre'sintent to give
< i £ac-

ingavisbikity - due to s flurry of hefty tax
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Thirst for fizzy drinks grow1ng

VIVEAT SUSAN PINTO
Mumbai, August 2
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SUMMER BOOST

Kantar says
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drinks saw their sales slump,

“In temperatures of 40-50°C outside,

impacted segments of the portfolio that
~the

muru.hnlﬂ-ll Fixx i more thirst guenching
ce or a nectar” Dabus's

czo l\knhn Malhotra sasd on Thussday,
=3

Bave high
pany said.

Kantar says that consumptson of bottled
soft drinks has grown in the last two years
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SEN 1STINDIAN MALE
SHUTTLER TO REACH
OLYMPICS SEMIS

LAKSHYA SEN ON
Friday became
the first male
Indian badminton
player to reach
the men's singles
semifinal at the
Olympics defeating Chou Tien
Chen of Chinese Taipei. The
young shuttler from Uttarakhand
beat Chou 19-21, 21-15, 21-12in
the quarterfinal match. Sen, 22,
had played a crucial role in

India's historic Thomas Cup
vietAans in ONN0
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* Recently, a ransomware attack severely disrupted the operations of at
least 150-200 cooperative banks and Regional Rural Banks (RRBs) in
India.

* The National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) has identified the
attack, which has primarily affected banks serviced by C-Edge
Technologies Ltd., a joint venture between Tata Consultancy Services
Ltd. (TCS) and State Bank of India (SBI).



e How has the Ransomware Attack Affected the Banks?

* The ransomware attack targeted C-Edge Technologies Ltd., impacting
their ability to provide services to cooperative banks and RRBs.

* Customers of the affected banks were unable to access payment
systems, including Unified Payments Interface (UPI) and Aadhaar-
enabled payment systems-(AePS).

* Some RRBs, depending on their sponsor banks, continued to function
normally as they use different technology service providers.



e What is Ransomware?
e Definition:

 Ransomware is a type of malware that encrypts a victim’s data or
locks their device, demanding a ransom for the decryption key or to
regain access.

* Early Attacks: Initially, ransomware attacks focused on encrypting
data and demanding a ransom for the decryption key.
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» Subcategories of Ransomware Include:

« Leakware or Doxware: Steals and threatens to publish sensitive data.

* Mobile Ransomware: Affects mobile devices, often using screen-
lockers.

» Wipers: Threaten to destroy data, sometimes even if the ransom is
paid.

» Scareware: Uses fear tactics to coerce payment, sometimes posing as
legitimate alerts.



 Financial Impact:
* Ransomware attacks can cost organisations millions of dollars.

« An IBM (International Business Machines Corporation) report
showed that the average cost of a data breach touched an all-
time high of Rs 19.5 crore (USD 2.35 million) in financial year
2024, up by around 7% over 2023, with the local industrial sector
being the most impacted.



 Steps for Responding to a Ransomware:Isolate the infected
device from the network to contain the infection. Disconnect all
suspiciously behaving devices from the network to stop the
spread of infection.

» |dentify the entry point by checking for any alerts from any
active monitoring platform and identify the ransomware by
scanning encrypted files and ransom notes.

* Prioritize the restoration of systems by restoring the most
critical ones first, followed by eradication of the threat from the
network.



Notable Ransomware Variants

Akira Ransomware

= LockBit Ransomware

= CryptoLocker: Credited with kick-starting the modern age of ransomware in 2013.

= WannaCry: A cryptoworm that attacked over 200,000 computers in 150 countries in 2017.
= Petya and NotPetya: Encrypts the file system table, rendering computers unable to boot.
= Ryuk: Popularized big-game ransomware attacks against high-value targets.

= DarkSide: Responsible for the Colonial Pipeline attack in 2021.

= Locky: Uses macros in email attachments to infect devices.

= REvil: Known for big-game hunting and double-extortion attacks.

= Conti: Operated a RaaS scheme, using double-extortion tactics.






Cloudbursts in Himachal
Pradesh






* According to the India Meteorological Department (IMD), cloudbursts
are sudden, heavy rainstorms where more than 10 cm of rain falls in
less than an hour over a small area, of about 10 square km.

* They often happen in mountainous areas, especially in the Himalayas.



 Causes:Cloudbursts occur when strong upward currents of hot
air prevent raindrops from falling, allowing them to grow
larger while new smaller drops form below.

 This leads to a significant accumulation of water in the
atmosphere, which is released abruptly when the upward
currents weaken.



e Cloudburst are Different from Rainfall:

 Rain is condensed water falling from a cloud while cloudburst is a
sudden heavy rainstorm.

« Rain over 10 cm per hour is categorised as a cloudburst.

* The cloudburst is a natural phenomenon, but occurs quite
unexpectedly, very abruptly, and rather drenching.



WHAT CAUSES CLOUDBURSTS?

Cloudbursts occur only via orographic lift i.e
a situation when a warm air parcel mixes with cooler air
resulting in sudden condensation.
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Why forecasting cloudbursts is a challenge

Efforts to monitor and forecast cloudbursts are still at a nascent stage

As per the IMD definition,

over 100 mm of rainfall
in one hour is called a
cloudburst. It usually occurs
over a small geographical
region (20-30 sq. km)

Rainfall of 100 mm per
hour translates to 100
litres for every square metre
where a cloudburst occurs.
For a small region of 20 sq.

km, it is about two billion
litres of water in an hour

Tall cumulonimbus clouds
causing cloudbursts can
develop quickly (in about
30 minutes) as the moisture

updraft happens
rapidly — 60-120 km/hr

Cloudbursts occur mostly

over the rugged terrains
over the Himalayas, Western
Ghats, and northeastern hill
States of India

precipitation radars are
much smaller than the
area of individual
cloudburst events

In India, cloudbursts

often occur during the
monsoon season, when the
SW monsoon winds bring in
copious amounts of
moisture inland

Satellites fail to detect
cloudburst systems
as the resolution of the

Multiple doppler weather

radars can monitor
moving cloud droplets and
help to provide forecast for
the next three hours. But
radars are expensive and
installing them widely may
not be feasible

The change in monsoon

extremes and cloudbursts
are in response to the
1-degree Celsius rise in
global surface temperature
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* How India Responded with Military Infrastructure Along LAC?
* Road Construction:

* Nearly 6,000 km of roads constructed in border areas in the past five
years, with 2,100 km along the northern borders. E.g., Darbuk-Shyok-
Daulat Beg Oldie (DSDBO) road.

e Tunnels:

* All-weather connectivity projects in Ladakh e.g., Zojila and Z-Morh
tunnels and Arunachal Pradesh e.g., Sela tunnel and Nechiphu bridge
are advancing



Troop Habitat: Rs 1,300 crore spent in the last three years
on infrastructure and habitat in Ladakh, including green
solutions like Sheela shelters and fuel cells.

Air Power Infrastructure: Increasing availability of heavy
lift and logistics helicopters for resupplying materials e.g.,

deployment of C17 Globemaster and C-130J Super
Hercules.



« Siachen Glacier is situated to the (2020)

« (a) East of Aksai Chin
(b) East of Leh
(c) North of Gilgit
(d) North of Nubra Valley



Jourism Sector In
India




According to the Travel and Tourism
Development Index (TTDI) 2024

report published by the World Economic
Forum (WEF), India is ranked 39th
among 119 countries.

About

In the previous index published in
2021, India was ranked 54th.

India’s scores have improved in three
areas: Prioritization of Travel & Tourism,
Safety & Security, and Health & Hygiene.




* There were 975 million International TR SR
Tourist arrivals around the world in i i \ B g
2022, wherein India recorded 14.3 R N
million International Tourist Arrivals that
represented 1.47% of the international
inbound tourism market share.

* The share of India’s International
Tourist Arrivals in Asia & Pacific
is 15.66% in 2022.
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Indian Tourism Sector

The Indian Tourism sector ranks among the fastest-growing
economic sectors in the country.

International Tourist arrival is expected to reach 30.5 million by
2028.

By 2028, India’s tourism and hospitality industry is projected to
generate revenue of over $59 Bn.

e Additionally, Foreign Tourist Arrivals (FTAs) are anticipated to reach 30.5 Mn by 2028.




Prasad Scheme: The Pilgrimage

PP Rejuvenation and Spiritual, Heritage
Swadesh Darshan Scheme: This scheme was e e Biive (PRASAET shims (o

launched to develop theme-based tourist

circuits across the country. SIEVE e B [DEEUEY e

destinations across India, enhancing facilities
and accessibility for spiritual tourism.

* |t focuses on creating world-class
infrastructure, including roads, amenities,
and signage, to improve the tourist
experience.
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* India has been elected as the Vice-Chair of the Supply Chain Council
under the Indo-Pacific Economic Framework (IPEF).

* The council was established as part of the IPEF Supply Chain
Resilience Agreement, which aims to mitigate risks of economic
disruptions due to supply chain shocks, enhance crisis coordination,
and reduce dependence on China.

* The council’s mission is to undertake targeted, action-oriented
initiatives to bolster supply chains for sectors and goods vital to
national security, public health, and economic well-being.
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In a ground-breaking experiment, researchers at
the Center for Nanomedicine at the Institute for

Basic Science (IBS) and Yonsei University in South
Korea have demonstrated the ability to control
specific brain regions in mice using magnetic fields.

This innovation, called Nano-MIND

(Magnetogenetic Interface for
NeuroDynamics) technology, uses magnetic

fields and magnetized nanoparticles to
wirelessly and precisely modulate specific

deep brain neural circuits.




How it works?

=

In their experiments, the researchers successfully activated neurons in various
brain regions, such as the medial preoptic area (MPOA) to stimulate maternal
behaviours in non-maternal female mice, and the lateral hypothalamus to
regulate feeding behaviours, significantly altering appetite and feeding patterns.




Diverse types of neurons
(Selective expression of specific
nano-magnetoreceplors )

Selective control of
neural circuits
TN

Sociality
(social interaction)

time
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The Olympic Games have been hosted by 19 different countries since the modern
games began in 1896.

- 4
4 0

However, among those, the United States has hosted the Olympics more times than
any other country.

\ )

p
The U.S. has hosted the Summer Olympics four times (1904 in St. Louis, 1932 and
1984 in Los Angeles, and 1996 in Atlanta) and the Winter Olympics four times (1932

\and 1980 in Lake Placid, 1960 in Squaw Valley, and 2002 in Salt Lake City) Y
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Thank you
guys.
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