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• Supreme Court's Criticism of NTA

• Flip-Flops and Lapses
The Supreme Court criticized the National Testing Agency (NTA) for inconsistencies and 
lapses in conducting NEET-UG 2024. Issues included the withdrawal of 1,563 grace 
marks after being awarded.

• NTA की सुप्रीम कोर्ट द्वारा आलोचना
• गड़बडड़याां और चूक
सर्वोच्च न्यायालय ने NEET-UG 2024 के आयोजन में राष्ट्रीय परीक्षण एजेंसी (NTA) की 
गड़बडड़यों और चूकों के ललए आलोचना की। इसमें 1,563 गे्रस मार्कसस को र्वापस लेने 
जैसी समस्याएं शालमल थीं।



• Judgment Details

• A three-judge bench led by Chief Justice D.Y. Chandrachud delivered the verdict.

• The judgment emphasized the inadequacies in managing the examination process, 
such as transporting question papers in e-rickshaws and other logistical issues.

• ननर्टय का वववरर्
• मुख्य न्यायाधीश डी.र्वाई. चंद्रचूड़ की अध्यक्षता में तीन-न्यायाधीशों की पीठ ने 

ननणसय सुनाया।
• ननणसय में प्रश्न पत्रों को ई-ररर्कशा में ले जाने और अन्य तार्कस क मुद्दों जैसे परीक्षा 

प्रर्िया के प्रबंधन में कलमयों पर जोर ददया गया।



Committee Formation and Recommendations

• A committee chaired by former ISRO Chief K. Radhakrishnan was formed.

• The committee is tasked to submit recommendations for improving the NEET-UG 
examination process by September 30, 2024.

Committee Led by K. Radhakrishnan

सममनि का गठन और मसफाररशें

• पूर्वस इसरो प्रमुख के. राधाकृष्ट्णन की अध्यक्षता में एक सलमनत का गठन र्कया गया।
•सलमनत को 30 लसतंबर, 2024 तक NEET-UG परीक्षा प्रर्िया में सुधार के ललए लसफाररशें 
प्रस्तुत करने का कायस सौंपा गया है।

के. राधाकृष्र्न द्वारा अध्यक्षिा वाली सममनि



• The committee will focus on enhancing security, logistics, and transparency.

• Specific measures include data protection, periodic audits, and surprise 
inspections of test centers. 

Plan of Action

• सलमनत सुरक्षा, लॉजजजस्िर्कस और पारदलशसता को बढाने पर ध्यान कें दद्रत करेगी।
• वर्वलशष्ट्ि उपायों में डिेा सुरक्षा, ननयलमत ऑडडि और परीक्षा कें द्रों के 
आश्चयसजनक ननरीक्षण शालमल हैं।

कायट योजना



Implementation of SOPs

• The court mandated the implementation of SOPs for various aspects of the examination, 
including candidate registration and logistics management.

• The aim is to ensure fairness and transparency in NEET-UG 2024 and future exams.

Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs)

एसओपी का कायाटन्वयन

• अदालत ने परीक्षा के वर्वलिन्न पहलुओ ंके ललए SOPs के कायासन्र्वयन का आदेश ददया, जजसमें 
उम्मीदर्वार पंजीकरण और लॉजजजस्िर्कस प्रबंधन शालमल हैं।

• उद्देश्य NEET-UG 2024 और िवर्वष्ट्य की परीक्षाओ ंमें ननष्ट्पक्षता और पारदलशसता सुननजश्चत करना 
है।

मानक सांचालन प्रक्रियाएां (SOPs)



• Which of the following actions did the Supreme Court direct regarding the 
NEET-UG 2024 examination process?

• A) Continue the current examination process without changes.

• B) Implement a new committee to review and improve the examination 
process, headed by former ISRO Chief K. Radhakrishnan, by September 30, 
2024.

• C) Increase the number of test centers to accommodate more students.

• D) Reduce the difficulty level of the NEET-UG exam to ensure more 
students qualify.







• India Selects Crew Members for Axiom-4 
Mission

• Crew Selection

• Selected Members:

• Group Captain Shubhanshu Shukla

• Group Captain Prasanth Balakrishnan 
Nair

• Roles:

• Shubhanshu Shukla: Prime Mission Pilot

• Prasanth Balakrishnan Nair: Backup 
Pilot

• चयननि सदस्य:ग्रपु कैप्िन
शुिांशु शुर्कला

• ग्रपु कैप्िन प्रसंथा बालकृष्ट्णन 
नायर

• भूममकाएँ:शुिांशु शुर्कला: प्रमुख 
लमशन पायलि

• प्रसंथा बालकृष्ट्णन नायर:
बैकअप पायलि



• Mission Details

• Mission Name: Axiom-4

• Objective:

• The mission aims to conduct scientific research and technology demonstration 
experiments aboard the International Space Station (ISS).

• The mission will enhance human space flight cooperation between ISRO and NASA.

• ममशन का नाम: एजर्कसओम-4उद्देश्य:अंतरासष्ट्रीय अंतररक्ष स्िेशन (ISS) पर र्वैज्ञाननक 
अनुसंधान और प्रौद्योगगकी प्रदशसन प्रयोगों का संचालन करना।

• लमशन ISRO और NASA के बीच मानर्व अंतररक्ष उड़ान सहयोग को बढाएगा।



• Training and Preparation

• Training Location: United States

• Training Duration: Starting from the first week of August

• Spacecraft Provider: Axiom Space Inc 

• प्रमशक्षर् स्थान: संयुर्कत राज्य अमेररका
• प्रमशक्षर् अवधध: अगस्त के पहले सप्ताह से प्रारंि
• स्पेसिाफ्र् प्रदािा: एजर्कसओम स्पेस इंक।



• Background of Crew Members

• Group Captain Shubhanshu Shukla:

• Background: Alumnus of the National Defence Academy.

• Experience: Fighter combat leader and test pilot with approximately 2,000 flying hours.

• Aircraft Flown: Su-30 MKI, MiG-21, MiG-29, Jaguar, Hawk, Dornier, and An-32.

• ग्रुप कैप्र्न शुभाांशु शुक्ला:
• पषृ्ठभूमम: राष्ट्रीय रक्षा अकादमी के पूर्वस छात्र।
• अनुभव: लगिग 2,000 उड़ान घंिे के साथ फाइिर कॉम्बैि लीडर और िेस्ि पायलि।
• ववमान उड़ाए: Su-30 MKI, MiG-21, MiG-29, Jaguar, Hawk, Dornier, और An-32।



• Group Captain Prasanth Balakrishnan 
Nair:

• Background: Alumnus of the NDA and 
recipient of the Sword of Honour at the 
Air Force Academy.

• Experience: Cat A flying instructor and 
test pilot with approximately 3,000 
flying hours.

• Aircraft Flown: Su-30 MKI, MiG-21, 
MiG-29, Jaguar, Hawk, Dornier, and An-
32.



• गु्रप कैप्र्न प्रसांथा बालकृष्र्न नायर:
• पषृ्ठभूमम: NDA के पूर्वस छात्र और एयर फोसस अकादमी में सम्मान की तलर्वार के 

प्राप्तकतास।
• अनुभव: लगिग 3,000 उड़ान घंिे के साथ Cat A फ्लाइंग इंस्रर्किर और िेस्ि 

पायलि।
• ववमान उड़ाए: Su-30 MKI, MiG-21, MiG-29, Jaguar, Hawk, Dornier, और An-32।



Which of the following statements about India's selection for the 
Axiom-4 mission is correct?

A) Group Captain Prasanth Balakrishnan Nair will be the primary 
mission pilot for the Axiom-4 mission.

B) The Axiom-4 mission will focus solely on military exercises aboard 
the International Space Station.

C) The Axiom-4 mission aims to enhance human space flight 
cooperation between ISRO and NASA.

D) Both Group Captain Shubhanshu Shukla and Group Captain Prasanth 
Balakrishnan Nair have over 5,000 hours of flying experience.











• Nomination Secured

• Kamala Harris, U.S. Vice-President, secured the Democratic party’s presidential nomination.

• She is the sole candidate on the ballot for a five-day electronic vote of nearly 4,000 party 
convention delegates.

• She will be officially crowned at a Chicago convention later this month.

• कमला हैररस, यू.एस. उपराष्ट्रपनत, ने डमेोिेदिक पािी का राष्ट्रपनत पद का नामांकन सुरक्षक्षत 
र्कया।

• र्वह लगिग 4,000 पािी सम्मेलन प्रनतननगधयों के पांच ददर्वसीय इलेर्करॉननक र्वोि के ललए एकमात्र 
उम्मीदर्वार थीं।

• उन्हें इस महीने के अंत में लशकागो सम्मेलन में आगधकाररक रूप से नामारं्कत र्कया जाएगा।



• Significance

• Kamala Harris becomes the first Black and South Asian woman to secure a 
major party’s nomination.

• Her nomination was uncontested as no other Democrat stepped forward to 
challenge her.

• कमला हैररस पहली अश्रे्वत और दक्षक्षण एलशयाई मदहला बन गईं, जजन्होंने 
एक प्रमुख पािी का नामांकन प्राप्त र्कया।

• उनका नामांकन बबना र्कसी चुनौती के था र्कयोंर्क र्कसी अन्य डमेोिेि ने 
उनके खखलाफ चुनार्व नहीं लड़ा।



• Campaign Momentum

• The announcement came weeks after President Joe Biden ended his 
reelection bid, handing over the reins to Harris.

• Harris has gained full control of the party.

• She has already smashed fundraising records and packed arenas. 

• घोषणा राष्ट्रपनत जो बबडने द्र्वारा उनके पुनः चुनार्वी बोली को समाप्त करने 
के हफ्तों बाद आई, जजससे हैररस को पािी की पूरी कमान लमल गई।उन्होंने 
पहले ही फंडरेजजंग ररकॉडस तोड़ ददए हैं और िरे हुए मैदानों में िाषण ददए 
हैं।



• Convention Details

• The virtual roll call mirrors the pandemic-hit 2020 vote.

• Official beginning of the 2024 convention, although festivities begin in Chicago on August 19.

• Harris is set to make her first public appearance with her running mate on Tuesday in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania.

1. र्वचुसअल रोल कॉल महामारी से प्रिावर्वत 2020 के र्वोि की नकल करता है।
2. 2024 सम्मेलन की आगधकाररक शुरुआत, हालांर्क लशकागो में 19 अगस्त को उत्सर्व शुरू होत ेहैं।
3. हैररस मंगलर्वार को र्फलाडजेफफया, पेंलसफरे्वननया में अपने उप-राष्ट्रपनत उम्मीदर्वार के साथ अपनी पहली 

सार्वसजननक उपजस्थनत दजस करेंगी।



• Which of the following statements about Kamala Harris's nomination is correct?

• A) Kamala Harris faced significant competition within her party for the Democratic 
nomination.

• B) Kamala Harris will be officially crowned at a convention in New York.

• C) Kamala Harris is the first Black and South Asian woman to secure a major party’s 
nomination.

• D) The Democratic convention's virtual roll call is an entirely new concept introduced in 
2024.







Ransomware Attack Disrupts Bank 
Operations



• Recently, a ransomware attack severely disrupted the operations of at 
least 150-200 cooperative banks and Regional Rural Banks (RRBs) in 
India. 

• The National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) has identified the 
attack, which has primarily affected banks serviced by C-Edge 
Technologies Ltd., a joint venture between Tata Consultancy Services 
Ltd. (TCS) and State Bank of India (SBI).



• How has the Ransomware Attack Affected the Banks? 

• The ransomware attack targeted C-Edge Technologies Ltd., impacting 
their ability to provide services to cooperative banks and RRBs.

•  Customers of the affected banks were unable to access payment 
systems, including Unified Payments Interface (UPI) and Aadhaar-
enabled payment systems (AePS). 

• Some RRBs, depending on their sponsor banks, continued to function 
normally as they use different technology service providers.



• What is Ransomware?

•  Definition: 

• Ransomware is a type of malware that encrypts a victim’s data or 
locks their device, demanding a ransom for the decryption key or to 
regain access.

•  Early Attacks: Initially, ransomware attacks focused on encrypting 
data and demanding a ransom for the decryption key.



• Modern Tactics: Recent ransomware attacks have evolved to include double-
extortion and triple-extortion tactics:

• Double-extortion: Attackers threaten to leak stolen data online if the ransom is 
not paid.

• Triple-extortion: Attackers use stolen data to target the victim's customers or 
business partners.



• Subcategories of Ransomware Include:
• Leakware or Doxware: Steals and threatens to publish sensitive data.

• Mobile Ransomware: Affects mobile devices, often using screen-
lockers.

• Wipers: Threaten to destroy data, sometimes even if the ransom is 
paid.

• Scareware: Uses fear tactics to coerce payment, sometimes posing as 
legitimate alerts.



• Financial Impact:

• Ransomware attacks can cost organisations millions of dollars.

• An IBM (International Business Machines Corporation) report 
showed that the average cost of a data breach touched an all-
time high of Rs 19.5 crore (USD 2.35 million) in financial year 
2024, up by around 7% over 2023, with the local industrial sector 
being the most impacted.



• Steps for Responding to a Ransomware:Isolate the infected 
device from the network to contain the infection. Disconnect all 
suspiciously behaving devices from the network to stop the 
spread of infection.

• Identify the entry point by checking for any alerts from any 
active monitoring platform and identify the ransomware by 
scanning encrypted files and ransom notes.

• Prioritize the restoration of systems by restoring the most 
critical ones first, followed by eradication of the threat from the 
network.





The terms ‘WannaCry, Petya and EternalBlue’ sometimes 
mentioned in the news recently are related to (2018)

(a) Exoplanets
(b) Cryptocurrency
(c) Cyber attacks
(d) Mini satellites



Cloudbursts in Himachal 
Pradesh



Recently, a cloudburst, leading to flash floods in 
Himachal Pradesh has killed many people and 
several missing.

These floods caused significant destruction, 
including the washing away of several buildings, 
bridges, and roads, according to officials.



• According to the India Meteorological Department (IMD), cloudbursts 
are sudden, heavy rainstorms where more than 10 cm of rain falls in 
less than an hour over a small area, of about 10 square km. 

• They often happen in mountainous areas, especially in the Himalayas.



• Causes:Cloudbursts occur when strong upward currents of hot 
air prevent raindrops from falling, allowing them to grow 
larger while new smaller drops form below.

• This leads to a significant accumulation of water in the 
atmosphere, which is released abruptly when the upward 
currents weaken.



• Cloudburst are Different from Rainfall:
• Rain is condensed water falling from a cloud while cloudburst is a 

sudden heavy rainstorm.

• Rain over 10 cm per hour is categorised as a cloudburst.

• The cloudburst is a natural phenomenon, but occurs quite 
unexpectedly, very abruptly, and rather drenching.







Chinese Bridge on Pangong Lake







China has completed and operationalised a bridge 
connecting the north and south banks of the 
Pangong Tso lake in Eastern Ladakh.

It allows China’s People's Liberation Army (PLA) to 
significantly reduce the time needed to mobilise its 
troops and tanks.







• How India Responded with Military Infrastructure Along LAC? 

• Road Construction:

•  Nearly 6,000 km of roads constructed in border areas in the past five 
years, with 2,100 km along the northern borders. E.g., Darbuk-Shyok-
Daulat Beg Oldie (DSDBO) road.

•  Tunnels:

•  All-weather connectivity projects in Ladakh e.g., Zojila and Z-Morh 
tunnels and Arunachal Pradesh e.g., Sela tunnel and Nechiphu bridge 
are advancing



Troop Habitat: Rs 1,300 crore spent in the last three years 
on infrastructure and habitat in Ladakh, including green 
solutions like Sheela shelters and fuel cells.

Air Power Infrastructure: Increasing availability of heavy 
lift and logistics helicopters for resupplying materials e.g., 
deployment of C17 Globemaster and C-130J Super 
Hercules.



• Siachen Glacier is situated to the (2020)

• (a) East of Aksai Chin
(b) East of Leh
(c) North of Gilgit
(d) North of Nubra Valley

•



Tourism Sector in 
India



• According to the Travel and Tourism 
Development Index (TTDI) 2024 
report published by the World Economic 
Forum (WEF), India is ranked 39th 
among 119 countries.

• About

• In the previous index published in 
2021, India was ranked 54th.

• India’s scores have improved in three 
areas: Prioritization of Travel & Tourism, 
Safety & Security, and Health & Hygiene.



• There were 975 million International 
Tourist arrivals around the world in 
2022, wherein India recorded 14.3 
million International Tourist Arrivals that 
represented 1.47% of the international 
inbound tourism market share.

• The share of India’s International 
Tourist Arrivals in Asia & Pacific 
is 15.66% in 2022.



Indian Tourism Sector

The Indian Tourism sector ranks among the fastest-growing 
economic sectors in the country.

International Tourist arrival is expected to reach 30.5 million by 
2028.

By 2028, India’s tourism and hospitality industry is projected to 
generate revenue of over $59 Bn.

• Additionally, Foreign Tourist Arrivals (FTAs) are anticipated to reach 30.5 Mn by 2028.



Swadesh Darshan Scheme: This scheme was 
launched to develop theme-based tourist 

circuits across the country.

• It focuses on creating world-class 
infrastructure, including roads, amenities, 
and signage, to improve the tourist 
experience.

Prasad Scheme: The Pilgrimage 
Rejuvenation and Spiritual, Heritage 

Augmentation Drive (PRASAD) aims to 
develop and beautify pilgrimage 

destinations across India, enhancing facilities 
and accessibility for spiritual tourism.



Indo-Pacific Economic Framework 
(IPEF)



• India has been elected as the Vice-Chair of the Supply Chain Council 
under the Indo-Pacific Economic Framework (IPEF). 

• The council was established as part of the IPEF Supply Chain 
Resilience Agreement, which aims to mitigate risks of economic 
disruptions due to supply chain shocks, enhance crisis coordination, 
and reduce dependence on China. 

• The council’s mission is to undertake targeted, action-oriented 
initiatives to bolster supply chains for sectors and goods vital to 
national security, public health, and economic well-being.





Nano-MIND technology



In a ground-breaking experiment, researchers at 
the Center for Nanomedicine at the Institute for 
Basic Science (IBS) and Yonsei University in South 
Korea have demonstrated the ability to control 
specific brain regions in mice using magnetic fields.

This innovation, called Nano-MIND 
(Magnetogenetic Interface for 
NeuroDynamics) technology, uses magnetic 
fields and magnetized nanoparticles to 
wirelessly and precisely modulate specific 
deep brain neural circuits.



How it works?

In their experiments, the researchers successfully activated neurons in various 
brain regions, such as the medial preoptic area (MPOA) to stimulate maternal 
behaviours in non-maternal female mice, and the lateral hypothalamus to 
regulate feeding behaviours, significantly altering appetite and feeding patterns.





Fun fact 
Fun fact 



The Olympic Games have been hosted by 19 different countries since the modern 
games began in 1896.

However, among those, the United States has hosted the Olympics more times than 
any other country.

The U.S. has hosted the Summer Olympics four times (1904 in St. Louis, 1932 and 
1984 in Los Angeles, and 1996 in Atlanta) and the Winter Olympics four times (1932 
and 1980 in Lake Placid, 1960 in Squaw Valley, and 2002 in Salt Lake City)







Thank you 
guys.
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