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SC issues notice

to Ajit on plea
over ‘Teal NCP”

NEW DELMI
The Supreme Court on Monday
asied Maharashtra Deputy
Chief Minister Ajit Pawar to

challenging Assembly
s decisicn confirming

the younger Pawar's camp as

the resl NCP. » PAGE 4

5 held, demolitions on after students’ drowning

Seven S so far: of centres
= - < ST S
Samridhi Tewari for 14 days. On Sunday, the
Alisha Durea ator and the owner
NEW DELHI

he Delhi Police on
Monday arrested
five more persons
in connection with the
drowning of three LAS aspi-
rants in the basement of a
civil services examination
coaching centre in the Old
RSty Niger: dred L
during heavy ram
Satur
Parvinder Singh, Sarvjit
Singh, Harvinder Singh
. Tefinder Skogh, - own-
15 of var of the

of the coaching centre
were arrested.

acted againet19 centres, in-
uding Raw’s
Pkl where the demtnn
were reparted.
Mayor shelly Oberol
said the Corporation con-
ducted a drive to remove

= croachments on drains

Discrepancy in Iding, we-re arresled m Iuj!nder Nagar and
votes cast and along with Manoj Katariya, arby ar

" »ho drowve an SUV through The umon Home Minis-

counted in polls’ oad outside  try ed mmit-

(he coaching centre, caus-  tee to inquire into the rea-

NEW DELHI ug [he water to hitthe gate  sons for the incident, fix

The or ‘Water and suggest

Reforms on uq..u.y said there lhen breachedthegateand  policy changes. The com-

weas a discrepancy in thy

detay in the release of the final
turncut data. » PAGE S

Increase in
freight costs to
hurt exporters
NEW DELI

A spike in container freight
rates is likely to affect the

requirements if there is no
respite soon, with smaller

P
India Ratings and Research
12z

LoNpoN
The UKs Labour government
anncunced that it would begin
trade talks with India 2nd the
Gu¥ Cooperation Coundi,
Israel, South Korea, Turkiye

negoti
in 2022 » PAGE 16

and Urban Poverty Allevia-
tion M v. the Pring

Secretary (Home), Delhi

aled and encroachments on drains razed: Home Mimqry forms L()mmntee o inqulrc into the cause of the
accuse police, Cor of il

of the £

rear the

government, the Special
Commissioner of Police,
the Fire Adviser and Joint
Secretary, Home Ministry
as the convener, have been
asked to submit its report
30 :uys,

and initiated disciplinary
action against an assistant
engineer.

Students  continued
their protest outside the
coaching centre. Huddled
around banlcxdex me as-

mmd ehe Services of

“There are live wires hang-
ing all around, the reading
rooms are overcrowded

and potholes every second

a protester. De:
audience with Delm Lleuv

xency in the nvesdznuon.
better nd

n for the fami-

comy
lies of the deceased.

V.K. Saxe-
na, the students accused
the Delhi Police and the

e s it e

. “We wanted 1o
Sheak to the LG and put
forward our demands and

m
pensation of 10 lakh for
each of the families of the
aec.e.ued Political blame
r the deaths con-
Simaed with the 81D and the
Asm Aadmi Party taking to
thesnsts ks P
prmesled near

not taking action against

of drains and the clearance
certificate issued by them
0 Rau's 1AS Study Circle,”
- s
The Corporat
been asked to furnish lhe

protested outside the Lieu-
tenant-Governor's  office
demanding the removal of
the Corporation Commis-
sioner and punitive action

against officials who did
not desilt the drains. The
AAP has been alleging that
the Lieutenant-Governor is

ment owner alleg.
iy 2l that & was .

in awe: Schoolchildren watch s tiger swim in a pond inside the Mumbsai Zoo on Intemational Tiger Day on Monday. EMWARLAL YOGK

CBI names Kejriwal in excise
policy case final chargesheet

NEW DELHE

The Central Bureau of In-
vestigation (CBD on Mon-

d Delhi Chief Mi-
Arvind  Kejriwal,
along with five others, in

xcise policy case.
The CBI, in &ts fifth sup-

filed in the court of Special
Judge (PC Act) Kaveri Ba-
Aam
Aadirni arry (AAP) MLA
Durgesh Pathak; P. Sarath
Chandra Reddy, then di-
rector of Aurobindo Phar-
ma who has turned aj
the Enforcement
Directorate’s money laun

han, who was allegedly in-
the -South
lobby™ in the transfer of

funds to the AAP; and busi-
nessmen Amit Arora and
Ashish Mathur.

The CBI has charged 16
people, including Mr. Kejri-
wal. former Deihi Deputy
chlel‘Mlmsxu Manish S|

na MIE
K;l\'llha in the case. ’l'he

were used in the party's
election campaign. The

amounts left in accounts of
the companies controlled
by some conspirators from
the “South lobby~.

The CBI also alleged that
a cartel was formed bet-
ween liquor manufactur-
ers, wholesalers and retail-

ment exchequer.

SC refuses to stay HC ruling
quashing 65% quota in Bihar

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court
Manday refused to order
interim stay of a Patna
High Court decision quash-
ing reservation up o

for the Backward

the
Tribes in public employ-

HC had said that
stretching the guota
from 50% to 65% was

cate Shyam Divan, for Bi-
har, urged the court to stay
the' High Court decision

which had set aside the
amendments in the State

ment and
However, while refusing
the interim relief, a three-

judge Bench headed by
Chief Justice of India D.Y.
cl agreed

High Court judgment in
peember.

e olchior General Tush-

ar Mehta and senior advo-

cm
*

Lots of in-
terviews gbl.ng on the basis
of

stretching quota from 50%

o 65% in government jobs
and educational tu-
tions, only 35%, for

merit was
right to equal opportunity
for citizens.

The High Court had set
aside the Bihar Reserva-

ward Classes) Amendment
Act, 2023, and the Bihar
(n admission in Educa-
tional Institutions) Reser-
vation (Amendment) Act,
202

ALY ind 16 of the
Constitution.

The High Court ruling
had come as a blow to the
Nitish Kumar government.

Maduro declared winner of disputed Venezuela polls

CARACAS

Nicolas Maduro was de-
ch lhe winner of Veae:

loyal to the President.
“i can say, before the pe-
ople of Venezuela and the
world, 1 am Nicolas Madu-
ro Moros, the re-elected

Glon on Sunday bur the
Opposition and key region-
al neighbours immediately
rejected the official results.

The Opposition coali-
tion itself claimed victory,
after an election cam;

i accusations of
political m(imldz(lnn and
fears of fraud, follow-
ing predictions by pollsters
that Mr. Maduro would
lose but was unlikely to
concede after more than a
decade in

electoral council
which in its majority i

Republic of Venezuela
Mr. Maduro sald. “There
il be peace, sablity and

and respect

But the Opposition coa-
ltion insisted it had gar-

“Another fraud"
“We want to say to all of Ve-
nezuela and the world that
Venezuela has a new presi-
dent-elect and it is (candi-

ad:
plomikimtial et Wil e € e i 68 Wb #P%

Nicolss Macu

said “our fight continues,
and we
the will of the

terate” the results.
“osta Rican Prns.denx

rigo  Chave:
Ced the CNE result as

it recalled its Ambassador
over the results.
U.S. Secretary of State
Antony Blinken expressed
“serious concerns” that
the result did not reflect
the wil of Venesuelans.

allies, in-
duding China, Russis, Cu-

people is reflected.” while
there

Urrutias Opposlﬁon e
er Maria Corina Machado

frand” Mr. Gonzalez, a 74-
year-old former diplomat,

call for protests.
Meanwhile the regime

e ante on
as it defended itself against
claims of election rigging,
alleging it was the target of

revolutionary~ nature.
Artorney General l‘anek
william Saab linked M.
Machado to an eged
hacking “attack” to ~adul-

ba, Nicaragua, Honduras

an atempted “coup and Bolivia, however, con-

will not rest until Mr. Maduro charged ata ed Mr. Maduro. Cu-
ss. that Miguel Diaz-

“they are trying pose  Canel said he spoke with

was no  in Venezuelaa coup d'etat~  “brother” Mr. uro to

of a “fascist and counter- convey  col ations

“for the historic electoral
triumph achieved.”

CALM OVER CARACAS
» PAGE 14




Maduro declared winner of disputed Venezuela polls

Agence France-Presse
CARACAS

Nicolas Maduro was de-
clared the winner of Vene-
zuela’s presidential elec-
tion on Sunday but the
Opposition and key region-
al neighbours immediately
rejected the official results.

The Opposition coali-
tion itself claimed victory,
after an election campaign
tainted by accusations of
political intimidation and
fears of fraud, and follow-
ing predictions by pollsters
that Mr. Maduro would
lose but was unlikely to
concede after more than a
decade in power.

He won re-election with
51.2% of votes, while Oppo-
sition candidate Edmundo
Gonzalez Urrutia received
44.2%, according to the
electoral council (CNE),
which in its majority is

loyal to the President.

“I can say, before the pe-
ople of Venezuela and the
world, I am Nicolas Madu-
ro Moros, the re-elected
President of the Bolivarian
Republic of Venezuela,”
Mr. Maduro said. “There
will be peace, stability and
justice. Peace and respect
for the law.”

But the Opposition coa-
lition insisted it had gar-
nered 70% of the vote, re-
jecting the CNE figures.

‘Another fraud’

“We want to say to all of Ve-
nezuela and the world that
Venezuela has a new presi-
dent-elect and it is (candi-
date) Edmundo Gonzalez
Urrutia,” Opposition lead-
er Maria Corina Machado
told journalists, calling the
official result “another
fraud.” Mr. Gonzalez, a 74-
year-old former diplomat,

Victory ballad: Nicolas Maduro delivers a speech following the
presidential election results in Caracas on Monday. AFP

said “our fight continues,
and we will not rest until
the will of the Venezuelan
people is reflected,” while
underlining there was no
call for protests.
Meanwhile the regime
upped the ante on Monday
as it defended itself against
claims of election rigging,
alleging it was the target of

an attempted “coup” .

Mr. Maduro charged at a
press conference that
“they are trying to impose
in Venezuela a coup d'etat”
of a “fascist and counter-
revolutionary” nature.

Attorney General Tarek
William Saab linked Ms.
Machado to an alleged
hacking “attack” to “adul-

terate” the results.

Costa Rican President
Rodrigo  Chaves  de-
nounced the CNE result as
“fraudulent,” while Chile’s
President called it “hard to
believe.” Peru announced
it recalled its Ambassador
over the results.

U.S. Secretary of State
Antony Blinken expressed
“serious concerns” that
the result did not reflect
the will of Venezuelans.

Venezuela’s allies, in-
cluding China, Russia, Cu-
ba, Nicaragua, Honduras
and Bolivia, however, con-
gratulated Mr. Maduro. Cu-
ban President Miguel Diaz-
Canel said he spoke with
“brother” Mr. Maduro to
convey  congratulations
“for the historic electoral
triumph achieved.”

CALM OVER CARACAS
» PAGE 14
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Capital
and largest city

Official languages

Recognized
regional languages

Ethnic groups
(2011)l]

Religion (2020)°!

Demonym(s)

Government

» President
* Vice President

Legislature

Caracas
 10°28°50“N
66°54'13"W

Spanishl®!
26 [show]

languages

51.6% Muliiracial
43.6% White
3.6% Afro-
Venezuelan
1.2% others

92.6% Christianity
—80.5% Roman
Catholic

—11.2% Protestant
—0.9% other
Christian

5.5% no religion
1.1% Spiritism
0.8% others

Venezuelan

Federal presidential
republic under a
centralized

authoritarian
statel3I4I[51(6]

Nicolas Maduro
Delcy Rodriguez

National Assembly

Independence from Spain

» Declared

» from Gran Colombia

» Recognized

» Current constitution

5 July 1811

13 January 1830
29 March 1845
20 December
1999/7]

\
\
\
\
0
\
\
\
\

Area

- Total 916,445(8] km?
(353,841 sq mi)
(32nd)

« Water (%) 3.29,ld]

Population

- 2023 estimate 30,518,260°! (50th)

» Density 33.74/km?
(87.4/sq mi) (144st)

GDP (PPP) 2023 estimate

« Total A $211.926
billion['%! (81st)

« Per capita A $7,985190 (159th)

GDP (nominal)
* Total

* Per capita

2023 estimate

A $92.210 billion! 10!
(94th)

A $3,474110] (145th)

|

Gini (2013)

HDI (2022)

A 44.8111]

A 0.699012]
(119th)

|
\
\
\
\
\
\
|
|

Currency

Venezuelan bolivar
(official)

United States dollar
(de facto
recognised,
unofficial)







* Opposition and regional neighbors rejected the results (faaeT IR
ST TSIadl o YRUMAT I @Rl Y &)

 .Claims of political intimidation and fears of fraud during the election

campaign (EI?-I'I_q' HTAATT b SRIeT Tolallider THGT IR
Gl & =X & )



* Declared himself as the re-elected President, promising peace,

stability, and justice (€& &I T & HaId ITseuid aifsa
forar, enfa, FERar 3R =1 T arer fohar).




e Costa Rica, Chile, Peru, and the U.S. expressed concerns and called the results fraudulent

(prEeT Rehr, fell, 9% 3R AR o AT cged 61 3R IRUMAT & YIEIesT gi).

e Venezuela’s allies, including China, Russia, Cuba, Nicaragua, Honduras, and Bolivia,

congratulated Maduro (Eﬁ?-r, Y, T, ﬁEFITI?IHT, 6>I§TI¢T 3R Sifafaar FI%FF aﬁw
¥ TEN ¥ AR F quS ).



* Consider the following statements regarding the recent presidential election in
Venezuela:

1.Nicolas Maduro was declared the winner with 51.2% of the votes.
2.The opposition candidate Edmundo Gonzalez Urrutia received 44.2% of the votes.

3.The election results were accepted by all neighboring countries and the
international community.

* Which of the above statements is/are correct?

* 3) 1and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d)1,2,and 3
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Quad calls for end to violence S el
in bail to

Maharashers Deputy

Chict Minister Ajit

during a National
Congress Party {NCP) meeting in Mumbsi. FILE F1OTS

SC issues notice to
Ajit Pawar on plea
regarding ‘real NCP’

NEW DELHI

the Shiv Sena

m IJla'alne, Gaza,

the importance of

NEW DELHI

he Quadritseral
group of Austr:

India. Japan, v
the U.S. intends to expand
the Indo-Pacific Partner-
ship for Maritime Domain

the Foreign Ministers of
the f ember counsries

and Myanmar

\vit.h Taw

o Bled a Smiiar pegtion | Snnoenced Tokyo on
The Supreme Court on contesting the Speakers | M 3
iy asked in favour of Maha- ing a meeting,

tra Deputy Chief Minister  rashira Chief Minister Ek- | External Affairs Minister S.
Ajit Pawar and his 40 MLAS de and his MLAs" | Jaishan! said four  ExternalAffairs Minister S. Jaishankar with US. Secretary of State Artony Bénken, Austraka's Foreign
to respond w0 a on  claim that they were the | Quadcountries are democ- ster Penery Weng. and Japan's Forsgn Minister ¥oko Kamsava in Tokyo on Mondsy. A5

d by the Sharad Pawar  real Shiv Sena. racies that are working as a
faction of the NCP chal- “We will sssue notice. Al | “powerful ilising fac-  described the IPMDA as a  ton-oriented platform that  ftarlan crisis in Gaza is
lenging Speaker tor_ system  is aimed at ~practical out-  una lew.
Rahul called for for monitoring and secur-  comes-, saying, Our
confirming the younger Pa-  will be iociciod o fimal dis: | Gom of viclence in Uleaine, ing maritime in  HADR ian As-  Ald to Gaza
wars camp as the real posal~ the (i said. Gaza. and M the Indo-Pacific™ sistance and Disaster Re-  The Foreign Ministers said
Nep. Mr. Narwekar had on Fe- - continue to con-  lef] are re-  there is an “urgent need”

A Bench headed by bruary 15 held that the fac- | with the Pacific 1slands Fo-  cern about China’s mari- flected in w0
Chief Justice D.Y. Chandra-  tion led by Mr. Ajit Pawar, | rum Fisheries Agency T time activities in the South  and SO our of ng hu
chud and Justices 1.B. Par-  who rebelled against his | en maritime  China Sea, the - Navies™ manitarian assls(ance
diwala an a  uncle sharad Pawar and in awareness in the phasised “the mportance = He referred w the IPM-  thro nd
took note of the submis-  jolned the BJP-Shiv Sena | Pacific thr e da- and as a system Erucial
sions made by s ta, vttt will ok the Informa.  nead To prevent regional
cate Abhishek Singhvi, tra, was the el NCP building. In line with such  gation and overflight, oth-  tion fuston centres and en-  escalation’

e Speaker had reject-
ed the

efforts. we intend 1o geo-
d the In-

peti-
tions filed by the rival NCP
facti seel s

expan:
do-Pacific Partnership for
are

main Aw

ATy Snymur Pal sl -

lasaheb Thackeray camp of

cation of each other's
MLAs. Anti-defection lLaw

nal dissent, the Speaker

had noted, while holding

ma: _the Ajit Pawar group
overwhe!

Segisia-
e majority= of 41 of the
53 party MLAs.

the Indian
egion,” the Minis-
Safm N . Sl i

T The IPADA i aimed at
ensuring safety and securi-
ty of the critical sea lanes.
In an interview with The

Admiral Hari Kumar had

er lawful uses of sea. and

peded  commerce
consistent with interna-
tional Law™

Apart from Mr. Jalshan-

T

Wwong.

State Antony Blinken. and
Foreign

able real-time coordination
to deal with maritime chal-

lenges.

Kamikawa Yoko, who was
the host of the event.

Mr.  jJaishankar  de-
scribed the Quad as an ac-

wilian lives and the human-

“We urge all parties to
comply with international

law. Including internadon-
1 humanitari

for the ongoing war in Uk-
raine. The joint statement
und

erscored the impor-
tance of “s ty and
terric ity for Uk

the purpose:
prlnclples of the UN Char-

e consensus on the
territorial integrity of Uk-
raine indicates the larger
discussion over the matter

Hemant Soren

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Sunday declined an appeal
filed by the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) against
the granted to Jhark-
hand Chier Minisecr He-

money Isun-
aerlns r_harges linked to a

A Bench “of Justices B.R.
Gavai and K.V. Viswanath-

a on at a | General SV. Raju, for the
press conference after the | ED, argued thai
Mr. Jaishankar | Courtdd rcru-
Nnted at of clal
contacts” between | against Mr. Soren by prime
India and Ukraine but did
rm Mr. Modi's vi- The chargesheet filed
sit.“Things [should] him in the case ha
the batdefield into | listed
erence table. th agatnst him and his <lose
is * he said. the agency had
also took | claimed It said Mr. Soren

Eanisai
forces of the military junta.

“We remain deeply con-
cerned by th

Moreover, be had used
State

and hu-

UNSC <,
®, _and - maniarian stmation in

strongly urge all parties

Concerned o work imme.  Rakhine..

cluding in
We again call for
the immediate cessation of
violence; the release of all
detained;
safe and unhindered hu-

= the

and an diate cease- those unjusdy
fire,” they sai

ey also
their P = joint

said.

Y to top-
ple the ED ln\ts!lpﬂon

Court ha
duded that there was no li-
kelihood of Mr. Soren com-

an offence while
out on bail

Engine, two
coaches of

The passengers of Bihar

ampark Kranti Express
B e raae escape on
Monday when the engine
and two coaches of the

rallway crossing in
tipur district.
The incident occurr

" Karpoor!

Filying high

traversing a distance of five km on sewen

motoecycles 2t 10,800 feet

of the indian Army's Corps of Signals schicved = wortd record by making = hurman pyramid of 31 personnel,
above sea level, to pay tributes to the bravehearts of Kargil War. PT1

Medha Patkar’s sentence in
defamation case suspended

dolan, in a criminal defa-
mation case filed by Delhi
Lieutenant-Governor V.K.

tional ns
judge Vishal Singh of the
Saket Court granted
her bail in the case on fur-
nishing a of
25.000.

T}
matter has been listed for
Se;

ber 4.
The court’s decision

Medha Patkar

the
trial court order of July 1
wlllch had senten(ed her

came as Ms. Patkar, earlier
this month, lenged

atkar of cnmm.al

Pa(kar was lodged in 2001
when Mr. Saxena he.
the Narional Council of Ci-

montia and & penaity of
210 lakh for the “harm she
has done to his [M Saxe-
na's] reputatio

vil Liberties, an NGO. His
had

the movement led by Ms.
Patkar th

Raghav Sharma of the Sa-
ket court. who had convice-

Supreme Court
begins week-long
Lok Adalat drive

The Lok Adalats began
aring cases from 2 p.m.
after the judges

Defence Acquisition Council approves
amendment to MQ-9B UAV deal with U.S.

NEW DELMI

enche:
Aoialat drive would conel

il August

“From today tll Friday,
we will have the Supreme
Court Lok Adalac and the
first seven Benches will sit
for it If lawyers have cases
which can go before the
Lok Adalar, please bring
them.” the CJI sald at the

outset the day's
proceed

Justice  Chandrachud
had earlier requested citi-
zens, who have

e
Council (DAC), chaired by

itya tater this year, sources

“The amendments ap-

CAON)
granted for the MQ-98

The DAC, chaired by Rajnath Singh, approved amendments to the
from Generat

dest for 31 MQ-58 UAVS

deal. They are related to
the indigeno content
and related aspects,” a de-
fence source said.

ALOrTECS. SUSHIL KLMAR VERMA

now for India to complete
the procedure before the
deal can be signed. In the
final step, the deal has to

Official sources said the  be approved by the Cabi-
U.S. has on Securi-
P Trom T e with o before It can be inked
The letter of offer and ac.  With  the Quad leaders
ceprance to India defivered  summit duled to be
early on by India in Decem-

bor,_the Ao of doal snid
the GE-414 jet engine deal
<on-

cluded durlng me visit of
U.S. President to India.
India &s looking to pro-
cure 31 MQ-9B UAVs —1S

facility In
would count towards offset

The DAC also accorded
AoN. the first step of the
procurement process, for
procurement of Advanced

Navigation System
(ALNS) for Armoured

Fightine Vehicles (AFVs) of

the Army and 22 Intercep-
tor Boats for Coast
Guard.

The ALNS Mk-II offers
compatibility with defence
series maps resulting in ve-
1y high in naviga-

on Monday allow
Peal of Samajuat! Party

The second ADN is for
ement of 22 Inter-

-epcor Boats for the Coast
Guard with latest state-of-
art system capable of quick
How

interception and shal
water operation in territo-
the Ministry

rial waters,

from Chazipur (Uttar Pra-
desh) Afzal Ansari, who
is ton

iparr
to four years” imprison-
ment along with a fine of 21
lakh in 2023.




Defence Acquisition Council approves
amendment to MQ-9B UAV deal with US.

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Defence Acquisition
Council (DAC), chaired by
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh, on Monday re-
viewed and approved
amendments to the deal
for procuring 31 MQ-9B
High Altitude Long Endu-
rance (HALE) Unmanned
Aerial Vehicles (UAV) from
General Atomics of the
U.S., defence sources said.
The DAC also gave appro-
val to a proposal regarding
the scheduled refit of air-
craft carrier INS Vikramad-
itya later this year, sources
said.

“The amendments ap-
proved are within the
scope of the Acceptance of
Necessity (AoN) that was
granted for the MQ-9B

- \

The DAC, chaired by Rajnath Singh, approved amendments to the

RAINATH !

(IR oerence mi

deal for 31 MQ-9B UAVs from General Atomics. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

deal. They are related to
the indigenous content
and related aspects,” a de-
fence source said.

Official sources said the
U.S. has completed the
process from its end with
the letter of offer and ac-
ceptance to India delivered
early on March and it’s

now for India to complete
the procedure before the
deal can be signed. In the
final step, the deal has to
be approved by the Cabi-
net Committee on Securi-
ty, before it can be inked.
With the Quad leaders
summit scheduled to be
hosted by India in Decem-

ber, the MQ-9B deal and
the GE-414 jet engine deal
are expected to be con-
cluded during the visit of
the U.S. President to India.

India is looking to pro-
cure 31 MQ-9B UAVs -15
Sea Guardians for the In-
dian Navy and 16 Sky Guar-
dians (eight each for the In-
dian Army and Air Force) —
at an estimated cost of
$3.99 billion. As part of the
deal, General Atomics is
scheduled to establish a
Global Maintenance, Re-
pair and Overhaul (MRO)
facility in India which
would count towards offset
obligations.

The DAC also accorded
AoN, the first step of the
procurement process, for
procurement of Advanced
Land Navigation System
(ALNS) for Armoured

Fighting Vehicles (AFVs) of
the Army and 22 Intercep-
tor Boats for the Coast
Guard.

The ALNS Mk-II offers
compatibility with defence
series maps resulting in ve-
ry high accuracy in naviga-
tional applications for
AFVs. This equipment will
be procured from Bharat
Electronics Limited.

The second AoN is for
procurement of 22 Inter-
ceptor Boats for the Coast
Guard with latest state-of-
art system capable of quick
interception and shallow
water operation in territo-
rial waters, the Ministry
said. “These boats will be
used for coastal surveil-
lance and patrolling,
search & rescue opera-
tions, including medical
evacuation,” it added.




MQ-9B

#Predator Drones
N

Max Gross Takeoff Weight: 5,670 kg
Fuel Capacity: 2,721 kg
Payload Capacity: 2,177 kg across 9 hardpoints (8 wing, 1 centerline)

Crew: Weapons
Two pilots il.l ground \\\\\ Las%r guided.mi.ssiles
control stations \ Anti-tank missiles

\

* W % Anti-ship missiles
rﬁ\ Missions
\\+// ¢ Humanitarian Assistance/Disaster Relief
e Search and Rescue
Law Enforcement
Border Enforcement o o
0 Missions @
SR L R Electronic Warfare « \\//
Anti-Surface Warfare »

Anti-Submarine Warfare «

Airborne Early Warning

Airborne Mine Counter Measures e
Long-Range StrategicISR
Over-the-Horizon Targeting




About

MQ-9B drones are the most advanced military drones in the world; these
drones are manufactured by General Atomics Aeronautical System.

There are two variations of the MQ-9B Drones:
SkyGuardian and SeaGuardian.

Specifications

These drones can stay up to
35 hours in the air and are
adept at medium altitude
intelligence, surveillance and
reconnaissance or ISR.

The high endurance and
advanced technology enable
it to sustain for a more
extended period.

Reason for India looking to purchase MQ-9B Drones

India is looking to acquire MQ-9B drones to enhance its
surveillance capabilities over the valley and the LAC.













1.Additional Procurements (ITaRFd THEHY)

1. Advanced Land Navigation System (ALNS) (3eolcd Hﬁ' ATaarereT gorTell
(ALNS))

1. Procurement of ALNS for Armoured Flghtlng Vehicles (AFVs) of the Army and 22
Interceptor Boats for the Coast Guard ('QFIT JEEG elsih El'I%FIT (AFVs) 3R

dedeleh & U 22 geq@cey dicd & faw ALNS $r @iien).

2. Equipment to be procured from Bharat Electronics Limited (Jg 3YehI{UT HINd
$(>i<=|*c',llo-I°I*H ﬁli%ég' q ERIEr Srean).
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HC imposes 34 crore costs on
Patanijali for breach of order

The Bombay High Court on honday fmposed €
crore costs on Ayurved Lid. for aneg,ed
iolation of Its 2023 sck lntertm arder that

the from selling
products. The order was pmssed in relation to a

-d by
Organics Ltd. against l»aunjau Ius!lce R1. Chagla
passed the order and noted that P:
made a “wilful and deliberate roach ol the
Sourcs order and there was no that the

Company had the intention t0 flout the orders of
the court. The Bench directed Patanjali Ayurved
L1d. to deposit 24 crore within two weeks.

SC notice to Bihar on a for
robe into collapsing bri S

The Supreme Court on Monday sought a
response from the Bihar government on a writ
petition highlighting the frequent incidents of
bridge collapses in the State_ A threejudge Bench
headed by Chief justice of India D.Y.

ing of bridges and for an efficient
permanent body through legislation or executive
order to continuously monitor existing and
under-construction bridges in Bihar.

Project Tiger
will displace

The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATE

Project Tiger will displace
at least 5.5 lakh Scheduled
Tribes and forest
dwellers, a report released
New Delhi-based

ment over the pre-2021 pe
riod, the report titled *!
dia’s Rescrves:
Tribals Get Out, Tourists
Welcome™ said.
According to the report

wildlife Sanctuary
Sacchan, followed By 72,775

Centre likely to move
ILO against its India
employment report

The 1LO model does not

youth account for almost 83% of the unemployed \M.)rkforu says report

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELMI

ndia, a founding mem-

ber of the Internation-

al Labour Organiza-
tion (LO), Is likely to raise
2 complaint against the UN
agency over its India Em-
Pl nt Report, 2024, re-
leased in March_ A Union
Labour Ministry official
said the “model” the 1LO
had o assess the em-
ployment scene in_India
was not suitable and India
e e —
the situa

ek Defore the Lok

Sabha election, the repo:
D Prepared Ly e TLO and
the Institute of Human De-
velopment (IHD) — said In-
dia’s youth account for al-
most  83% of _the

atajob mela

Hyderabad. FLE 70T

matter with the 1LO" the
dal said,

changing
Grasically in the country
‘with more people
entrepreneurs and formal

and the share of young-
sters with secondary or
higher education among

gaining mo-
mentum with increasing

people from the

fe Sanctuary in Mad-
hya Pradesh, and 45.000
from the Ranipur Tiger Re-
serve in Uttar Pradesh.

report_also high-
lighted forced evictions
through massive human
rights violations.

youth
has almost doubled from
35.2% in 2000 to 65.7% in
2022.

The senior government
official said data used by
the [LO are different from
the data used in the coun-
try. “We will take up the

subscriptions In the Em-
ployees” Provident Fund
ion an. Em-
ployees’ State
Corporation.

The Union Labour Mi-
nistry had earlier ex-
pressed doubts over the
data provided by private

s such as  the
Centre for Monitoring In-

dian Economy (CMIE). The
government has been in-
sisting that the Periodic La

bour Force Surveys have
better data on the situation

ployment rate for youth in
the country has a declining
trend. ~“Employment gen-
ermon coupled with-frm-
mployability is

the priority of the govern-
ment. Accordingly, the Go-
vernment of India has ta-
ken various steps for
in

‘Centre’s internship
scheme a win-win for
industry, academia’

Industry and academia are
waiting for the details of
the internship programme
announced in the Union
Budget by Finance Minis-
ter Nirmala Sitharaman re-
cently.

Hailing the thoughs pro-
cess behind the scheme,
Debjani Ghosh, President,
National Association  of
Sol

The Budget announce-
ment says that the govern-
ment will bear a part
of the cast and companies
will have to fund 10% from
thelr CSR fund. “I think
this is going to work. In-
ternships and apprentice-
ships are strategic tools of
up-levelling skills and

frware and Service Com-  building the right talent for
and =~ she said
Mr. Reddy said the

panies
BVMR.  Mohan

Chairman of the Board of
Governors of IIT-Roorkee

of the convocation cere-
mony of the IIT-Roorkee on
say

Ms. Ghosh said the Bud-
get focuses on sustainable
n

She added that compa-
nies usually have to invest
in training for at least six
months to a year to get a
fresher start contributing

the country,” she said.

152 way to addrass it and &

primarily for driving ap-
prenticeship. “It helped in
creating awareness level,”
he said.

He, however, added that

cement on whether it is an
apprenticeship scheme or

an internship scheme. “We
have to wait and see. Irres-
pective of what it Is, it is a
win-win situation for all.”
e said. “If the government
says there will be one crore
interns in five years in S00
companies, an average
4,000 interns should join a
company every year. We
have to find some ways on

nies have to be expanded,”
e said.

Bihar shopkeeper shot dead
for refusing to give cigarette

A 45-year-old shopkeeper was shoe dead at

anarchy] in

Qefinition for the NDA regime.” he said.

Majhi govt. a name ¢l er
nota e ! T: Naveen
Former Odisha Chief Minister and Biju Janata Dal
(BJD) supremo Naveen Patnalk criticised the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) government, terming
it as ‘name changer* rather Lhana gz.rn ‘changer”
by the BJP of
originally mlple'nenl‘ed by the mD “BIP formed
the government by promising peopie that they
ange].

will be a ‘game
nded up belng & nime changer

Multi-agency security
meets held in Jammu
to keep miilitants at bay

A high-level meeting at-
tended by Additonal Di-
rector-General of Police
(ADGP) Al

civil administration, the of-
ficial said.

Sources said the securi-
ty officials also stressed
“inter-agency ration,
border security, and coun-
tering drone threats™.

The Army eviewed
the security situation In
Jammu, Samba, and Kath-

tabletop exerciee
ducted at the Samba Mili-
tary Station. It was attend-

Gence Day. “The meeting's  ed by all stakeholders from
emphasis was on maintain-  security forces and intelli-
ing high for gence he agen-

of In-  cies med and de-
dependence Day and on-  liberated _ on fous
going Amarnath Yatra,” an  probable security scena-

gathered inputs from the
Central A.rnled Police Forc-
es (CAPFs)

rios and insttuted mea-

sures to employ the full

spectrum of counter-terrar
in

NCERT proposes 10 ‘bagless days’ a
year for students from Classes 6 to 8

Maitri Porecha
NEW DELH

To provide respite to stu-
dents from Classes 6 to 5,
the National Council of
Educational Research and

would have to plan activi-
ties for students to learn
from local vocational ex-
perts, including carpen-

teachers will have to plan sctivities for students

ing these days,
1o learn from local vocationat

which are in line with the
of

e St need to be
prepared for the “world of

FILE PHOTO

less days were Important

o p exposure to the
world outside the class-
room with transactions
that affect and contribute
o day-co-day life; to build

ters, potters,

and artists. tdonal_Bducaton
2020, stat

“World of work”

“On an average, teachers

and children spend work”,

aroun,
six hours a day and over
1,000 hours a year in
school.

a
manner,” said Lt. Col. Su-
Bartwal

SSencies, police, ang the

neel L Jammu-
based of the
Ministry of Defence.

O days
o 60 hours of the. sdmnl
time shou!

agogy can e pursued

earn-
ing capacity and scope for

while always being en-
riched with the

and to develop an
understanding of the con-
of

3 be
the activities for this o
the

v and
ty." the guidelines said_
The said

and Bag-
less days will also help de-
velop interdependence in

classrooms, with theoreti-
cal as well as practical ap-
plication and promote the
dignity of labour through
hands-on activity and ex-
isting local vocations, the
guidelines said.

Three themes
Bhopal-based P.S.S. Cen-
tral Institute of Vocational
Education ran a pilot pro-
ject in schools across sever-
L States o refine the gus-

on the stude:
est in learning vocational
sklls.

In the guidelines, the
bagless days' curriculum
has been divided into three
themes — ex) re 1o as-
pects of science, environ-
ment and tech; exposure
to public office. local in-

; ess: and
art, culture, and history.

Acros:
7 Some stoo-gobi, haribhari-sabj for resident of Gaya (6)

8 1 exert actively for avoiding loud appearance (8)
9 Affected by melting of large glacier (8]

10 indian leader hosted by Geering and Hitler (5]
11 Let oracle do something about polls (9)
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Surrender, the best medium

While paddy is harvested, the same will not grow again
but weeds may shoot up again and again though they are
We have to reach God 50 as not to return to this

1. 7|8

a

world. Our desires are like weeds that spring up one after
another. The only artachment that helps to sever all other
bond: & the attachment to God (Patruga Partatru — Kural

S he deliverance OGS s A S Lt (1 Sk cAonitis
summit of all attachments
achieved only by dlose o gy Venduenkal
Vendum — Kural 362
Trichy Sri a that sur-
rendering at the fact of God i the best way to get rid of at-

CIFFICULTY RATING. Jhe e e e

Selution to previous puzste
Bme

Solution to yesterday's Sudoku

i Ramayana. the most impartans of all is the sur-
e by Vibhishana_ from the clutches
of the crocodile-like Ravana, te crnsxlngﬂle ocean (sea
of 1 sur-

at the feet of Lord Rama.
When Sri Rama had assured to enthrone Vibhishana,
he said that he wished nothing but the divine sandals of

The mercy of God is infinite and His munificence is li-
mitless. In the war when Sri Rama toid

6624|3957 81
198674325

375 81 6 4 Sri Rama.
962543817
531827649
487169253 .
74691 253¢ wrould ha;
259la38/176
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the kingdom The Lord replied that He was ready
D Coras Ay b Ravana 1 e Toad come.
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Centre likely to move
ILO against its India
employment report

The ILO model does not apply to Indian situation, says official; country’s

youth account for almost 83% of the unemployed workforce, says report

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

ndia, a founding mem-

ber of the Internation-

al Labour Organiza-
tion (ILO), is likely to raise
a complaint against the UN
agency over its India Em-
ployment Report, 2024, re-
leased in March. A Union
Labour Ministry official
said the “model” the ILO
had used to assess the em-
ployment scene in India
was not suitable and India
had its own assessment of
the situation.

Weeks before the Lok
Sabha election, the report
— prepared by the ILO and
the Institute of Human De-
velopment (IHD) — said In-
dia’s youth account for al-
most 83% of the
unemployed  workforce
and the share of young-
sters with secondary or
higher education among
total unemployed youth
has almost doubled from
35.2% in 2000 to 65.7% in
2022.

The senior government
official said data used by
the ILO are different from
the data used in the coun-
try. “We will take up the

organised in Hyderabad. FILE PHOTO

matter with the ILO,” the
official said, adding that
the concept of employ-
ment has been changing
drastically in the country
with more people turning
entrepreneurs and formal
employment gaining mo-
mentum with increasing
subscriptions in the Em-
ployees’ Provident Fund
Organisation and the Em-
ployees’ State Insurance
Corporation.

The Union Labour Mi-
nistry had earlier ex-
pressed doubts over the
data provided by private
agencies such as the
Centre for Monitoring In-

Opportunities ahead: Job seekers participating at a job mela

dian Economy (CMIE). The
government has been in-
sisting that the Periodic La-
bour Force Surveys have
better data on the situation
in India. Minister of State
for Labour Shobha Karan-
dlaje said in the Lok Sabha
on Monday that the unem-
ployment rate for youth in
the country has a declining
trend. “Employment gen-
eration coupled with im-
proving employability is
the priority of the govern-
ment. Accordingly, the Go-
vernment of India has ta-
ken various steps for
generating employment in
the country,” she said.




Abbreviation

Formation

Type

Legal status

Headquarters

Official
languages

Director-general

Parent
organization

Award(s)

ILO

11 April 1919; 105 years
ago

United Nations specialized
agency

Active
Geneva, Switzerland

English - Spanish « French

Gilbert Houngbo

United Nations General
Assembly

United Nations Economic
and Social Council

Nobel Peace Prize (1969)

S 3



* The eight-core conventions of the ILO are:

 Forced LLabour Convention (No. 29)

« Abolition of Forced Labour Convention.(No.105)

« Equal Remuneration Convention (No.100)

« Discrimination (Employment Occupation) Convention (No.111)
« Minimum Age Convention (No.138)

« Worst forms of Child Labour Convention (No.182)

» Freedom of Association and Protection of Right to Organised
Convention (No.87)

« Right to Organise and Collective Bargaining Convention (N0.98)



* Issue with the ILO Model (ILO #ATST & HTY HHEATD)

* India, a founding member of ILO, is likely to raise a complaint against
the UN agency over its India Employment Report, 2024 (ILO hr

EYTIeh HeET AR, 2024 &1 3TeAT R ?{’IGI?TIT A &
dhY TIad IS¢ Tord) & &P RIS ax el S
HHTTT ©).

* A Union Labour Ministry official said the ILO model used to assess
India's employment scene was not suitable (el AT HAT ?
U AR 1 gl foh HRA & TSR TT HT 3Teheled I
& TIT STAATA fhaAT 1T ILO ATSST U AT ).




* Report stated that India’s youth account for a\lmost 83% of the unemployed
Wockforce(iiCIIé UETQWT AT § T ARG & AT eTaTeaT 83% ST
FHIIT HI BT 8).

e Share of youngsters with secondary or higher education among total
unemployed youth has almost doubled from 35.2% in 2000 to 65.7% in 2022

(el SRISTIR JaT3T H ATEI[HG IT 3= AT I Jar3ir &1 fgeam
2000 & 35.2% ¥ oY 2022 H 65.7% & =T ®).




* Government's Stand (I &I ¥+H)
- Data Discrepancies (3T fagerfa=)

* Union Labour Ministry expressed doubts over data provided by private
agencies like CMIE (a"'»é\)m T HATIT o CMIE AT e Tataar qdNT
Y&l fohT 31T 32T U Teg cTokd k).

* Ministry insists that Periodic Labour Force Surveys have better data on the

situation in India (FATSIT T ShgelT g foh ARG Hr T W Iafta
A g GI&T0N & IF 9gal 3T 8).




* Consider the following statements regarding the recent developments related to India's
employment situation and the ILO report:

1. The ILO model used for assessing India's employment situation was deemed suitable by the Union
Labour Ministry.

2.According to the ILO report, India's youth account for almost 83% of the unemployed workforce.

3.The share of youngsters with secondary or higher education among total unemployed youth has
decreased from 35.2% in 2000 to 25.7% in 2022.

 Which of the above statements is/are correct?

* a)1only
b) 2 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d)1,2,and 3
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CONSULTATION PAPER EXPANDS
SCOPE OF "CONNECTED PERSON’

Sebi to
the net

widen
to curb

insider tradlng

AREHATE GOSDE
July 29

THE SECURITIES AND Exchange
Board of India (Sebi) on Monday
proposed changes to laskler bading

the same sehold, and Hindu
Undivided Families (HUFs) where
the kazrta is related to the ‘connected
person’, among others, as part of
“deemed connected persons”.

The changes have been pro
posed in a consultation paper. The
regulator has public com
ments by August 18. To close any
regulatory loopholes and prevent
potential violations, Sebi has sug
gested revising the definitions of

persons”and ‘relative”

sl pomieiniz iy timgoeny
lations, might still have access
to unpublished price-sensitive
information (UPSI) due to their
connections with company offi
cials orkey employees holding such

If accused of insider trading,
these deemed connected persons
would need to prove they did not
possess UPSL

Further, Sebi has proposed
changing ‘immediate relative” to

lings, spouses, and in-laws, among

others. However,it has suggested
keeping the definition of ‘immedi
ate relative’ for trade disclosures by
promoters, directors, and desig-
nated persons under the PIT Regu

changing not currently
covered by the

to unpublished
price-sensitive
informatioa

members

under insider
trading

1 The regul.

lations £

Ola IPO: Jackpot
for Tiger & Z47

THE WORTH
OF THE RIDE

[winners [ EEEEEE

Matrix
Partners Inda
Investments

Mumbai, July 29

TIGER GLOBALAND Z47
{formerly Matrix Partners
India), which bet on Ola
Electric Mobility at avery
carly stage, are set to
make multibagger
returns, with the com
pany pricing its initial

public offesing (IPO) at a m
ice band of T72 =
iy = LOSERS % retum

At the uppes end of the e =2 |

i

Tiger Global

SofBank

band, founder and pro Ventures XV
moter Bhawish Aggacwal's
36.94%stake in the com
pany is worth T10,350
crore. will
offloa S oo ook
total holding of 1,361.9
million shares. rce <
The T6,100-crore IPO,
through which fresh cap
ital worth 5,500 crore will be mised, will open for sub-
seription on August 2 and close on August 6. At T76, Ofa
willbeva at¥33,500 y $4 billion)

Ab Initio Capital

Continued on Page 7

Rapido turns 4th
unicorn of 2024

ANEES HUSSAIN
ty 29

aims to broaden the scope of regu.
lations prohibiting insider trading
to include more individuals con
nected to those with access to price
sensitive information.

~Such deemed connected per
sons, owing to their proximity and
close relationship with the con
nected persons,are considered tobe
in such a position where they can
potentially indulge in insider trad-
ing”Scbisad.

Continved on Page 7

RIDE-HAILING PLATFORM RAPIDO has become thelat
est unicorn by raising $120 million (around T1,000
St getrint yaple friw M eititton
2 post-money valuatio
The company was last valued at $ 825 million after its
$180 million funding in April 2022
The startup is the fourth unicorn this calendar year
after Perfios, Ola's Gen Al platform Krutrim, and Porter.
In2023, only two 11nCred
Finance. According to sources, Rapido i= likely to rasse
another $20 million from global investors.

Continued on Page 7

| Tnsuring Expoxt Cuedit Risks since 1957

ECGC
& Colebualing o

FOUNDATION DAY
30" July, 2024

| We acknowledge the unwavering support of our
stakeholders and customers

& ccSOD

0A

SBI INNOVATIVE OPPORTUNITIES FUND

MEET THE INNOVATORS
WHO WILL POWER
NEXT-GEN INDIA

vy at
1 to innovation and

al Infrastruc
of tech

NFO Period

i 29" July 2024 - 12™ August 2024 |

AN OPEN-ENDED EQ

9 tom copes apere

SBIMUTUAL FUND

A PARTNER

FOR LIFE

ITY SCHEME FOLLOWING THE INNOVATION THEME.

sy Bnd eaulty rel

AOENISs SNOREES I aNd/Or expecied



Karnataka High Court
Quashes POCSO Case



* The Karnataka High Court has recently quashed proceedings under
the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, 2012
against a 23-year-old man accused of raping a minor, who he
subsequently married.

* This decision includes a caveat allowing the criminal proceedings to
be revived if the man abandons his wife and child in the future.

* This condition is aimed at ensuring the welfare and protection of the
mother and child.



» How did the Court Justify the Quashing of the Case?

» Accused’'s Counsel: Argued that the accused and the victim
were in love and the crime was registered after the parents

agreed to the marriage. Highlighted that both families had come
forward to support the marriage.

» State’'s Counsel: Argued that the case should not be quashed
due to the heinous nature of the offence, which is punishable by

ten years in prison. Emphasised the importance of taking the
matter to trial.



Court's Decision: Protection of the
Victim and Child: The court
emphasised that releasing the

petitioner without resolving the
issue would leave the mother and

child vulnerable, facing societal
ignominy and potential jeopardy.

Victim's Potential Hostility: The
court noted that the victim would
likely turn hostile, making the
conviction of the petitioner highly
unlikely.



e This Act imposes severe penalties, including up to 20 years of imprisonment and the death
penalty for aggravated penetrative sexual assault.



» Shortcomings of the POCSO Act:Application of Last Seen
Theory:

* The Supreme Court in Anjan Kumar Sarma v. State of Assam,
2017 ruled that this theory is weak without corroborative
evidence, risking wrongful convictions.

« This theory states that if someone is the last person seen with the
victim before a crime and cannot provide a credible explanation, there
is a strong presumption that they are responsible for the crime.









e 27th July is observed as the death anniversary of former President Dr
APJ Abdul Kalam. He is an inspiration for Indians due to his
unparalleled dedication as a scientist, teacher, and the 11th President
of India (2002-07).



e About:
* Born on 15th October 1931 at Rameswaram in Tamil Nadu.

» He graduated in Science from St Joseph's College, Trichy in
1954 and specialised in Aeronautical Engineering from Madras
Institute of Technology (MIT) in 1957.




He is one of the most distinguished scientists in India with
the unique honour of receiving honorary doctorates from
48 Universities and institutions in India and abroad.

He planned programmes to produce a number of
successful missiles, which helped earn him the
nickname “Missile Man of India”.



( Major Contribution |

M= Pioneer in Fiberglass Technology

M= Chief Executive of Integrated Guided Missile
Development Programme (IGMDP)

= | ed Pokhran-Il nuclear testing

M= Responsible for the evolution of ISRO's launch
vehicle programme, particularly the PSLV
configuration

= Put forward a countrywide plan called
Technology Vision 2020

= [nvolved in the country’s Light Combat
Aircraft project.

#=> Sought to bring rural prosperity through
PURA (Providing Urban Amenities to
Rural Areas) Scheme

(" Awards Received )

C Padma Vibhushan (1990) ) C King Charles Il Medal (2007))

C Veer Savarkar Award (1998) ) ( Padma Bhushan (1981) )

( Bharat Ratna (1997) )
C Hoover Medal (2008) )

(" Literary Works )

#P=» “Wings of Fire", "India 2020 - A Vision for the
New Millennium”, "My journey”

#P=> “|gnited Minds - Unleashing the power within
India", "Indomitable Spirit", "Guiding Souls”,
"Envisioning an Empowered Nation", “Inspiring
Thoughts" etc.
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« World Hepatitis Day, observed on 28th July, raises awareness
of viral hepatitis, an inflammation of the liver that causes
severe liver disease and cancer.

* The date of 28th July was chosen because it is the birthday of
Nobel-prize winning scientist Dr Baruch Blumberg, who
discovered hepatitis B virus (HBV)and developed a diagnostic
test and vaccine for the virus.

e Theme 2024: “It's time for action.”



» Hepatitis has 5 main strains - A, B, C, D, and E, each with
distinct transmission methods and health effects. Hepatitis B
and C are the most common, causing 1.3 million deaths and 2.2
million new infections annually. With a person dying every 30
seconds from a hepatitis-related illness.

- Additional causes include drug and alcohol misuse, fatty liver
hepatitis, and autoimmune response targeting the liver.



Types of Hepatitis

TRANSMISSION PREVENTION TREATMENT

Eating contaminated Practicing good

Hepatitis A food or drinking hygiene No treatment
contaminated water Vaccine

Through contact with Practicing good
the blood or bodily hygiene » Alpha interferon
fluids of an infected Vaccine » Peginterferon
person Blood screening

Hepatitis B

Practicing good

hygiene

Blood-to-blood Direct-acting antiviral

drugs

Hepatitis C Avoid sharing needles,

contact toothbrushes, razors or

nail scissors

Contact with infected
blood
Hepatitis D (only occurs in people
already infected with
hepatitis B)

Hepatitis B vaccine
Avoid sharing needles,
toothbrushes, razors or
nail scissors

Interferon

Practicing good hygiene

Eating contaminated
9 o Avoid drinking water that No treatment
food or drinking has come from a

contaminated water potentially unsafe source




Australia Banned
Uranium Mining at
Jabiluka site



* Australia Banned Uranium Mining
at Jabiluka site, which is home to one of
the world’s largest deposits of high-grade
uranium.

 About

* The Jabiluka site is surrounded by Kakadu
National Park.

* Archaeologists discovered a buried trove of
stone axes and tools near the Jabiluka site in
2017, which they dated at tens of thousands '
of years old. ,

o




* The Jabiluka site became the focus of
intense legal wrangling between the Mirarr
people and mining companies after the
uranium deposit was discovered there in the
early 1970s.






Saint Hilarion Monastery



e Recently, the UNESCO tag for Tell Umm
Amer heritage site in Gaza was announced
during the ongoing 46th session of the
World Heritage Committee at New Delhi.

* About Tell Umm Amer (aka Saint Hilarion
Monastery)

* It stands and nestled amidst the coastal
dunes in Nuseirat Municipality,
Palestine, this remarkable site dates back to
the 4th century as a testament to centuries '
of devotion and cultural exchange.
/

o




The monastery owes its existence to Saint Hilarion, a visionary ascetic
who sought solitude in the wilderness.

Initially, it served as a haven for solitary hermits, but over time, it
evolved into a vibrant coenobitic community—a place where monks
lived together, sharing their spiritual journeys.




Proposal by PARAKH on
student assessment



* The Performance Assessment Review and Analysis of Knowledge for Holistic
Development (PARAKH) suggested to Include Class 9-11 performance for Class 12
results

* About PARAKH

* National Assessment Centre- PARAKH was set up in NCERT as an independent
constituent unit in 2023, to fulfil the basic objectives of setting norms, standards,
guidelines and implement activities related to student assessment along with
other tasks as mandated by the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020.



* There are four major areas of focus for PARAKH:

* Capacity Development in Competency Based Assessment
* Large-Scale Achievement Survey

e Equivalence of School Boards

* Holistic Progress Cards for the Foundational, Preparational, Middle
and Secondary Stages.



e Recent Recommendations

* Integration of Performance: Performance from Classes 9, 10, and 11
should be included in the final Class 12 report card, with weighted

contributions of 15% from Class 9, 20% from Class 10, 25% from Class
11, and 40% from Class 12.

* Assessment Types: Class 9: 70% formative assessments, 30%
summative assessments.

e Class 10: 50% formative assessments, 50% summative assessments.

e Class 11: 40% formative assessments, 60% summative assessments.

e Class 12: 30% formative assessments, 70% summative assessments.



* Holistic Progress Card: Includes self-evaluation, teacher assessments
of group work, and peer feedback.

* Credit System: Classes 9 and 10: 40 credits each.
e Classes 11 and 12: 44 credits each.
* Subject-specific credits include 32 for Classes 9 and 10 (e.g., 12 for languages,
4 each for mathematics, science, social science).

* National Credit Framework: Boards are recommended to develop a
credit transfer system aligned with the National Credit Framework.



COMBINED EVALUATION

Weight Class9 | Class 10 | Class 11 | Class 12
Formative 70% 50% 40% 30%
Summative 30% 50% 60% 70%

B Formative are classroom assessments through holistic
progress cards, projects, group discussions, etc;
summative are end-term examinations

B Each class will have two terms for assessment

Weighted marks at the end of higher secondary stage

Class 9 Class10 ‘ Class 11 (Class12
15% 20% 25% 40%
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July 26 is International Day for Conservation of Mangrove Ecosystems,
declared by UNESCO to raise awareness and promote sustainable

management of mangroves, vital for coastal protection, storm mitigation,
and carbon sequestration.

Celebrated annually on July 26, this day aims to raise awareness about

the importance of mangrove ecosystems and promote sustainable
management and conservation solutions. It was established by UNESCO
in 2015.




 Mangroves in India The ‘State of World Mangroves 2022’ report by
the Global Mangrove Alliance puts the total mangrove cover of the
world at 1,47,000 sg km (14.7 million hectares).

* Mangroves make up only about 0.15% of India’s land area but
provide numerous benefits to coastal communities over its vast
coastline (spanning 7516km)






Mangrove
Ecosystem Benefits

7y Water Filteration | 2 to 5 Hectares of Mangroves may lreat the
effulents of 1 hectare of aguaculture

Fisheries | More than 3000 fish species are found
mangrove ecosystems

Climate Regulation | Carbon streage polenbial of
mangroves is 3-5X higher than that of tropical upland forest

Wood | Its density makes mangrove wood a valuad source
of timber and fuel

%
f Livelihoods | 120 milllon people live near manaroves

Coastal Protection | Mangroves are 5 tmes
A. more cost effective than grey infrastructure.

Mangrove Ecosystem Serivces | Worth USS 33,000
{0 57,000 per heclare per year x 14 rmdlion hectares 1.e. BUOS | year

Tourism | There are over 2000 mangrove related attrachions
globally, such as boat tours, boardwalks, kayaking & fishing.



The 2004 Tsunami made people realize that mangroves can serve as a reliable safety hedge
against coastal calamities. How do mangroves function as a safety hedge?

(a) The mangrove swamps separate the human settlements from the sea by a wide zone in which
people neither live nor venture out.

(b) The mangroves provide both food and medicines which people are in need of after any natural
disaster.

(c) The mangrove trees are tall with dense canopies and serve as an excellent shelter during a
cyclone or Tsunami.

(d) The mangrove trees do not get uprooted by storms and tides because of their extensive roots.



Word of the day

Hoary:
showing characteristics of age, especially having
grey or white hair; ancient

Syno NYIMS! grey, grey-haired, grizzly, white-
haired, rusty

USElgE'I His hair was a hoary white.

Pronunciation: bit.ly/hoarypro

International Phonetic
Alphabet:/ho:.i/
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Thank you
guys.
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