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“Depression isn't a war you win.

It's a battle you fight every day.
= You never stop, never get to rest.

It's one bloody fray after another.”

-Shaun David Hutchinson
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Kutch HK;

to host
cheetahs
from Africa

EXAM CONTROVERSY

NEET landed in

Sy

HiGH-PROFILE TRIP
U.K. Foreign Secretary
Lammy calls on Modi

AMU N US. swansoNG

Sharath looks to finish
on a high in Paris
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against malpractice
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&
TDP unleashing
“violence’, says
Jagan Reddy
~Ew DELEI

Former Andhra Pradesh Chief

Reddy held 2 peotest in Delhi
on Wiednesday, accusing the
State's ruling Telugu Desam

NEW DELMI

n both Houses of Par-
Rament, the
on Wednesday at-

said that only two States
had benefited from the Un-
ion Budget. presented on

Tuesday. He said it was a
Budget 2 alrned solely at sa-
feguardi the BjP-led

tacked: e o
accusing it of presenting a
“discriminatory  budges”
that_excluded
ruled by parties not in the
National Democratic Al

Union Finance M.lnmr

Party of
2gainst his party. » PAGE 3

Nirmata ssued

a strong rebuttal to this in

Rajya Sabha, saying the
was

ions
Security Councl reform and
expansion has 2

progress" 3o far, conceded twa
former Indian Ambassadors to
the United Nations. » PAGE 4

mMusBAL
rcing the formaticn of 3
fact-checking unit, the Union
govemment ssidin the
Bombay ourt o
Wedneaday that the right to
Know factually corect
information and the right ta
ot be misled were equally
impertant under Article
13(1)a). » PAGE &

Bangladesh back
to normalcy after
deadly unrest

DHAKA
Bangladesh retumed to
normalcy on Wednesdsy after
2 frve-day naticewide violent
protests over quotas in
Eovernesecest jots with, st
hour traffic 1o streets

in the capital, and limted
reopening of banks and
garment factories. » PAGE 14

BEUING
Utraine's Forsign Minister
Orytro Kudebe on Wednesday

Wang ¥i in Gual
ending Ukraine's war with
Russia » PAGE 14
=
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Wednesday m

the Opposition in the Rajya
sabha Mallikarjun Kharge

NDA “I con-

demn all this. Oppositio
party-ruled States

stroeply o't moamaion,
saying that all the States
could med in the
Budget, and the Congress,

to see in the Budget docu-
ments, she said_

“The Cabinet. under the
leadership of Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi, decid-

e s S S Nt

in the House on Wednesday.

gdto sec up a port at Vad-
havan ,

to give the people the
that

name was nol included in

ject. “This Is a deliberate
atempt of the
o by the Congress

wrong
their States were not allo-
ted funds or schemes.”

she said.
“1 would challenge the
show

s
Vered. all the States have
been listed out. This is an
ousrageous allegation.” she

d Congress chief

Knarge speaking

added.
Later in the afterncon,

the
clal treatmen to Andhra
Pradesh and Bihar in the
Budget. 1 don"t grudge at
all that you are giving relief
to Andhra Pradesh or Bi-
har. but what about the

Opposntlon

i says the

other States? We are a fed-

among States. You are the
Union of Indla, you are the
government,

vernment's latest employ-
mentlinked scheme did

instl confidence and
will be another election

Finance
was aimed at safeguarding the NDA m\'ernlnent

serve Bank of India is a

oving,

“1 think what the Chief
Economic Adviser said in
Economic Survey [on
mﬂaﬂon] is m)ury and v.he

bt sub,ea
nio wmds is sddl
0 m;ury‘
e Lok Sabha, twa,
the Opposition levelled a

“ongres:
Se!ja termed the budget a

Jrermia
On inflation, he said the

Finance Minister had dis-  ish
issed the subject in 10 babu

words. “Is inflation such a
trivial subject?~ Mr. Chi-
dambaram _asked,

of “jumnlas”, cau-
tioning NDA members Nit-
and N. Chandra-

time could

RELATED REPORTS
»PAGE2, S

The detiris of the Saurya AirSness plane after it crashed following take-off at Tribhuvan

Airportin

18 passengers killed as plane crashes
in Nepal after take-off, pllot survives

KATHMANDU

% 58 rassenara,

an aircraft crashed shortly

after taking off from the

Tribhuvan international

Alporct i Nepals capital
hmandu.

e ware29 passous

Shakya of Ssurya Airines.

won which is a 25 mlnu(e
flight from
“One Injured person
was rescued and taken to
the hospital, and 18 per-
sons were found de:
Civil Aviation Authority of
Nepal (CAAN) sald.
pilot upxam Manish
Ratna Shakya, who is the
lone survivor in the crash,
s undergoing treatment at

= Captan

the Kathmandu Afodel

uospn;l officials sald
Capeain Shakya remains in
a critical conditi,

ensiv
inspection carried out ev-
ery 1S to 24 months.

‘After take-off, the plane

being rescued from the wreckage of the aircraft. =7

turned in the wrong direc-

“the cause of the accident
has not been r.
Ainister

Sharma Ol and Home Mi-

tragic deaths in the crash
and was at the site 1o to-
quire about the cause
e raon i e el
Aviation Authority's
officials.
rports  in  Nepal's
untain regions are noto-
Fious for their tricky run-

worst
tion ‘accident in the coun-
try in 18 months.

(With inpurs from PTD

NEW DELHI
I'he Union Public
mmission UPS(.) e
se( to revamp its examina-
through techn-

system
ologtca] sotutions such as

deci: ooxn
it licgations of cheat.
ing in the National Eligibill-

VEET) for undelgrndua(e
medical admissions con-
i by the National

‘esting Agency.
The UPSC floated a ten-

e move also cotncid-
ed with the controversy ov-

er trainee IAS er Puja
Khedkar, who allegedly
forged nes to ap-

docume:

pear for the Civil Services

Examination on 12 occa-

sions, far above the nuin-
T of

the NEET exam. PT1

A half-burnt scrap of
paper becomes vital clue

NEW DELHI

halfburnt scrap of a

tact, helped to unravel the
conspiracy and modus op-

erandi of a whose
leader 15 yet 16 be caught,
The story behind the paper
leak was narrated by the
©Bl1 Additional Director
ANV Krishna in the SC.

FULL REPORT
»PAGE 4

- n in-
tends to ma.ke use of the
latest digital technology to
match and cross-check th
biometric details of lhe

candidates during the ex-
amin. T event
cheating, frand, unfair

rsona-

mea:
tion” the tender docu-
ment read.

The UPSC will provide
the data and fmages sub-

sonation, Angerprint scan-
ners and facial recognition
devices will be used at the
examination centres, It

The Commission has
art

on the Admit Card [con-

mited by applicants dur-  candidate] _should  be
ing the online h the
process to the se P candidal.e s details from
vider for the Aadhar-based base [pro-

rprint authentication vlded by U 1. In case QR

tems to verify ca
on the day of the exam. To
rule out attempts at imper-

has to be done,” the UPSC
said.

ed to “implement
CCTV/video il
with recor and live

Candiiates and other per:
sons deployed 1o conduct
the Commission’s Exami-
nations at the various
centres and venues across

age at the UPSC's own con-
trol room.
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Over 60,000
vacancies in
CAPF being
filled: MHA

NEW DELHI

The Union Ministry of

Home Affairs (MHA) in-

formed the Rajya Sabha on
‘Wednesday

es (CAPF) have been noti-
fied and are In dltferenl
stages of recruitme:

clear from the
above, with insignificant
effective vacancies com-
pared to the size of the

of

India committed to FTA
with the UK., says Modi

NEW DELHI

a is committed to

concluding a Free
Trade Agreement with
the United Kingdom, said

rs
highest rank-
ing official i o e Unteed
Kingdom to visit India
since the Labour govern
ment won a landslide vic-
tory in the recent election.
“p rior-

forces, the

overtime doesn't arise.”

Minister of State for Home
d Ras said.

cancies in CAPFs for ex-Ag-
niveers, Mr. Rai said.

m-or-l marks for shor-

for con-

P!
ity accorded by PM Keir

British Foreign Secretary David
and says they are working

=2 bemv.-cn the two cuunm
ies for

r

dee) e ©
stve Strategic Partnershij

to ele-
vari

Security Initiative and the
desire to conclude a mu-
tually beneficial FTA,” Mr.
Modi said.

Mr. Lammy was
by External Affaire Minister
T a round of

D han “beon Jar
wered to get sufficient
candidates {especially in
categories where shortfalls
have been observed),” the
Minsirer said.

talks where the two sides
s on a wide

range of lssues. Mr. Jaish-
ankar said the sides.

2hould cooperate on ~glo.

bal matters on global piat-

Menister Narendea

Prime
Lamnmy. in New Delhi on Wednesday. AE NARENDRAMODIX

forms~, indicating that In-
dia is seeking collaboration
with the UK. to deal with
globally relevant issues like
<limate action.
“We are both

~unique Hving bri that
connects India with the
United Kingdom and said
the two sides are building
on “climate action while

which have a big global
presence in different ways.
So 1 think it's also imj

Mr. Lammy referred to the

creating ies for
British and Indian busi-
nesses™. India and the UK.
have been discussing the
FTA for several ye:
and bee: up
in a protracted
negotiation.

“1 am travelling to India
in my first month as Fo-

Modiin a meeting with UX. Foreign Secretary David

refer Secnernry bscaiia

mies, with the world’s lar-
gest population.

28,458 Indians died abroad
in the past three years, says
MEA in reply to RTI query

NEW DELHI

A total of 28,458 Indians
died abroad the

10 occupational hazards,
1,736 from suicide, and 136
ﬁn(n \hlence and murder.

[deaths] pena.\n o Indiars
students,” Pravee:
Munjal. uner Pabiic Infor-
mation MEA has
stated, m 10 an RT1
filed by activist Dr. Vivek
Pandey.

The Diaspora Engage-
ment Division of the MEA

auses. Some deat
were reported due to traf-
fic accidents, occupational
hazards, violence., and

icides.
While the RT1 asks for

date. as well as country
and year wise details of the

deaths, they have

provided.

The MEA also did not

State of atarm: indian stdents retum from Bangladesh after

reply to the details of total
number of ill students and
those who had requested
MEA to bring them back to
india in case of medical
emergency in the last five

wiclent anti-quota protests in the country. #T

up to fifty times. Two

Mam sariclenes’ mroeind the

were found

, reportedly due o

Fentanyl overdose in their
Connecticut home.

Take urgent action

“I urge the government to
take action to
protect chizens

blish support sys-
ems. ntal
health resources, emer-

ter co-ordination with fo-
reign governments. The
MEA must prioritise safety

ab: ' ing con-
sular services, increasing
awar it local laws
and safecy protocois, and

ety nce

BJP demands apology
from Rahul after SC’s
order on NEET-UG

NEW DELH

A day after the Supreme
urt as

rgraduate)  (NEET-
UG), holding thar there
was e of a “sys-

Lok Sabha Rahul

Sabha member and
former Union Minister Ravi
Shankar

Hament's dignity
ignity of the office

.

Ravs Shaniar Prasad

Leader of the Opposition,”
Mr. Prasad said.
De:

that the probe in the mat-
ter had been handed over
o the CBI.

“Mr. Gandhi was
words like “fraud” to attack

said
apologise?~

A half-burnt paper scrap proves vital clue for
CBI investigation into NEET-UG paper leak

Krishnadas
NEW DELHI

A halfburnt scrap of a
from a leaked

tact, helped to unravel the
conspiracy and modus ope-
randi of a gang whose lead-

er is yes to be

Tuesday.
rding to the 1995-

ising concern: NSUI acti

ing them access to the

sealed question papers in
requrn for a tdy sum

r. Krishna said that the

sans ‘hit the jackpot with

the Oasis School at Hazari-

bagh in Jharkhand. On May

the

oo
school, one of the gang

“wvulnerable” exam centres
who would not mind giv-

“Pankay’,
e il et axid thae

Of NEET iy New Delhi on Tuesday. 5us

L KLMAR VERIAA

Pankaj had easily entered

j exactly
one hour and 20 minutes

to pry open the trunk, un-
seal the plastic wraps and

k pictures of the ques-
bl S g
sealed in its plastic wrap
using a cigarette lighter
and placed back In the
trunk. The photographs

ber walting e
with eight ‘problem sol-
vers' and ‘beneficiary
stu z

divide,
to groups in Patna and
Hazaribagh

ber clue
The burnt scrap recovered

The gang had tried to burm
the question papers after

the students had left.
However, unique
prsmber an the burnt scrap

had led the CBI

student to qusr
tion paper was actually as-
signed. “Every question
paper has a unique num-
ber meant for each stu-
gent. We traced the num-
n the scrap in
Potna i candiduie whose
exam centre was in Hazari-

whether the of the

e also sent to
other locations.  This
would mean k was

leal
not confined to Patna and
Hazaribagh.

BSNL data

breached in
May, admits
Union govt.

NEW DELHE

The Union government
in

the breach was reported

on May 20.
“indian Computer
Emer; Response

ncy
Team (CERT-In) reported
possible intrusion & Data
Breach at BSNL on
20.05.2024.° Minister of
State for Communications

Chandra Sekhar Pemmasa-
ni said on Wednesday in a

While the breach led 1o
“no service outage
Pemmasani  said,

[BSNL] server was ha

ha
formed to “conduct audn‘
of the telecom networ]

No progress on UN Security Council
expansion, say former Ambassadors

NEW DELII

Despite consistent efforts
by India and other coun-
tries, the move for United
Nations Security Council
(UNSC) reform and expan-
sion “no pro-
50 far, conceded two
former Indian Ambassa
dors to the United Nations,
stressing that india must,

lack of progress has
been the subject of consid-
erable frustration ahead of
this year's Summit of the
Future at the UN (Septem-
ber 22.23) that is expected
more tha

world leaders to d!scus(
plans to ~reboot” the UN,

with India and its p.-rmers
in the G-4 (Brazil, Germany

pansion_and reforms on

their website, but in terms

Inter-Governmental

Negotiations process on
UN

whom

and japan), all of
claim a permanent seat at
the UNSC. lashing ou

whether there is progress
In concrete terms, is no.”
said India’s former Perma-
nent Represemanve o (he
uUN Ruc] Khambs

(2022-2024). v-ho retired M
the end of June, at a semi-
nar organised at the India
International Centre (11C)

Furmes Safian Ambassados to UN

Negotiations (IGN) process
on UN reforms more tran-
spare:

“You now have a live
broadcast of the Inter-Go-
vernmental Negotiations.
This wasn't the case until
tast year, and there’s also a
digital ory where
you o put your propo-
sals, and India’s

usionment
the existing lnululalera!
s:

Facets of governance and the
preparatory journey towards IAS

CHENNAL

Winacadermny Sos WhE NOlis

rants participated.

1 Bowmaer

e o eoneiae various
= Mr

are very much there on ex-

sasd.

pol
demic Yogendra Yadav, in-

dian Olympic medallist Ma-
Additional

Ty ional
mr-e-:l.or—(-eneral of Police,
Larw an.

UNACADEMY
UPSC SUMMIT

lenges in India thar are im-

pacting the health of peo-

ple. “COVID-19 was also a
of

boxing journey and gave

career paths through UPSC

iered e ot prreparmion:
and

Mahesh Muralidhar Bhag.
< Diplomatic Affairs Ed-
Wtor of The Hindu S

and loss of habitat and bio-
diversity that increased the
of

Haidar, and of-
et i ol Nady 1
ishnan.

Speaking on ~What will
India’s Infastrucrure look
20307, Mr. Gadkari

e country was un-

Ms. Shah spoke about her
film career and the impor-
tance of believing in
oneself.
Mr. Laxman engaged
the participants in an inte-
ractive session urging can-
didates to have a positive
mindset.
Mr. Ramesh dwelt on
environmental chal-

trans-
formacion, and poknt
that a piiot project with
electric vehidles for public
transport was under way
in Nagpur.

Dr. Radhakrish-
nan spoke about the role of
an IAS officer and the chal-
lenges in disaster manage-
ment and public policy.

Ms. Kom spoke of her

hallngrs: spadents mmay
face while preparing for
the career.

the 21% century with the
chall and oppo: :
ties in the country.

r said the

engage-
ments, continued to en-
hance its soft power.




28,458 Indians died abroad

in the past three vears, says
MEA in reply to RTI query

Maitri Porecha
NEW DELHI

A total of 28,458 Indians
died abroad in the past
three years, a Right to In-
formation (RTI) reply given
by the Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) states.

It said 24,278 Indians
died of natural causes,
1,622 in accidents, 686 due
to occupational hazards,
1,736 from suicide, and 136
from violence and murder.

“Some of  which
[deaths] pertain to Indian
students,” Praveen Kumar
Munjal, Chief Public Infor-
mation Officer, MEA has
stated, replying to an RTI
filed by activist Dr. Vivek
Pandey.

The Diaspora Engage-
ment Division of the MEA
said that most of the
deaths of Indians residing
abroad were caused by nat-
ural causes. Some deaths
were reported due to traf-
fic accidents, occupational
hazards, violence, and
suicides.

While the RTI asks for
details of total number of
Indian students who died
abroad in last five years till
date, as well as country
and year wise details of the
deaths, they have not been
provided.

The MEA also did not

State of alarm: Indian students return from Bangladesh after

violent anti-quota protests in the country. PTI

reply to the details of total
number of ill students and
those who had requested
MEA to bring them back to
India in case of medical
emergency in the last five
years till date.

Also the details on
amount of money spent by
the Indian government to
bring back students who
are in any kind of medical
emergency in last five
years was not provided.

In 2024, eleven Indian
and Indian-origin students
died due to shooting, kid-
nappings, suicides and so
on. In January earlier this
year, Vivek Saini, 25, an In-
dian student was killed in
Georgia.

Mr. Saini was a Master’s
student and working at a
convenience store in West
Georgia. A drug addict at-
tacked him with a hammer

up to fifty times. Two In-
dian students around the
same time were found
dead, reportedly due to
Fentanyl overdose in their
Connecticut home.

Take urgent action

“I urge the government to
take immediate action to
protect our citizens
abroad. We need to esta-
blish robust support sys-
tems, including mental
health resources, emer-
gency assistance and bet-
ter co-ordination with fo-
reign governments. The
MEA must prioritise safety
and well-being of Indians
abroad by enhancing con-
sular services, increasing
awareness about local laws
and safety protocols, and
providing timely assistance
in emergencies,” Dr. Pan-
dey told The Hindu.



e Number of Deaths Abroad:

1.A total @ 28,458 Indians died abroad in the past three years.

2.Breakdown of causes:

k//l’. 24,278 died of natural causes.
2.1,622 in accidents.
3\.9%6 due to occupational hazards.

4, Wom suicide.

5. 136 from violence and murder.




* Details on Indian Students:
1.Some deaths pertain to Indian students.

2.Praveen Kumar Munjal, Chief Public Information Officer, MEA,
provided details in response to an RTI filed by Dr. Vivek Pandey.

3.MEA has not provided details on the total number of ill students and
those brought back to India in medical emergencies over the last five
years.



 Government Expenditure:

1.No information was provided on the amount of money spent by the
Indian government to bring back students in medical emergencies
over the last five years.

 Specific Cases and Incidents:

1.In 2024, eleven Indian and Indian-origin students died due to various
causes including shootings, kidnappings, suicides, and so on.

2.Vivek Saini, 25, an Indian student, was killed in Georgia by a drug
addict.



e Calls for Action:

1.Dr. Pandey urged the government to take im ' lon to protect

citizens abroad.

2.Suggested measures include mental health resources, emergency
assistance, and better coordination with foreign governments.

3.Emphasis on prioritizing safety and well-being of Indians abroad by
enhancing consular services and increasing awareness about local
laws and safety protocols.



* Question: Consider the following statements regarding the deaths of Indians abroad as
reported by the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA):

1.A total of_’2§,_458 Indians died abroad in the past three years.
.The majority of deaths were due to accidents and occupational hazards.

3.1,736 Indians died from suicide during this period.

« Which of the above stateMct?

* 3)1and2only

< byland3only

e c)2and 3 only
e d)1,2and3
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DRDO tests Phase-1I ballistic
miissile defence system

The DRDO on Wedne:

sday successfully

ested the Phase-1I Ba.l'll:tlc l\llsslle Defence

it
(BMD) system demonsi
capability to defend

i etontions of

‘against ball:
S5,000-km dlass. Phase 1 of the BMD, which can

i 2,000
&m, has already been deployed. The maiden test
of the Phase-11 BMD was carried out in November

2022.

“The Target Missile was launched from

LC-IV Dhamra at 1620 hrs mimicking adversary
ballistic missile, which was detected by weapon

system radars deployed on land and sea
Defence (AD) interceptor
DRDO sasd in a stateme:

ivated the Air
s)!lem.

and

Body of missing naval sailor
of INS Brahmaputra found

The body

of Leading Seaman Sitendra

ra Singh.
who went missing after the fire on board INS
Brahmaputra that also tilted to a side, has been

found after in

operations, the Navy.

said on Wednesday. A fire had erupted

guided missile

or the fire

frigate on
was doused. the ship tilted to the left. “Following

the
Naval

incidens
Dockyard . Adm D
Tripathi, Chief o N Sl (NS, vied

AMumbai on Tuesday.
ling

The body of Sitendra Singh,

Comman
spokesperson of Western Naval Command said.

Right to
shelterisa
fundamental
right, says SC

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELMI

The Supreme Court on
Wednﬁday urged a ba-
lance t tween
railway I aneucoare do:
wvelopment at H: -ani,

red to be the door-
way to the hills in Uttarak-
hand, and the fundamen-
@l right to shelter of nearly

le accus

000
lllegany Trving

Bens
headed by Justice Surya
ne observed.

N e cowre said while it
cannot be ruthless about
the fate of these families,
its orders cannot also be
misinterpreted as a note of
encouragement for future

2023 top court order stay-
ing a Umntarakhand High
Court  directi
these families within

week. It said a flooding
Ghaula river has disrupted
railway operations in " the
region. The railway need-
ed more land urgently to

lay new :

It asked the State Chief
Secret v 10 meet e
Railway authorities and

the Ministry of Urban Af-
fairs to fron out a “fair and

Grasslands in Kutch likely
to host cheetahs from Africa

“1‘!!‘8 th (_..xndh:

NEW DELHI

ome the
s batch o{ cheem!n
being brought in

from Africa, as part of the
next phase of Project Chee-
be sent to a chee-

in Gujarat, senior officials
in the Environment Minis-
try told The Hindu.

While the Gandhi Sagar
sanctuary in Madhya Pra-

ye
he mext flot of) ani-
mals will go to Gandhi Sa-
. However. the Gujarat
government is sewting up
suitable e: n Ban-
ni where cheetahs can be
bred. If all goes to pl
there is no reason (the site)
cannot be readied in the
next six months and some
animals sent there,” an offi-
cial told The Hindu
Banni &s a vast grassland
in the st of

project for the families.

pa:
Kutch and extends to near-

to be brought into these
grasslands. There isn't an

Sehicial plan yet but i 12 a

site that is under consider-

ation,” the official added.
w

tasked with managing the

cheetahs at Kuno in Mad-

steering
scientific input on manag-
ing the p: mme. This
includes recommending

ember 2022,
Adrionaily lhem are 13
nimals

overall. However, the max-

reserve is for 21 adult ani-
mals_

The governments esti-
mate 1s that India will need
to import anywhere bet-
ween 10 and 12 adult chee-
tahs every year for the next
five years to groom a sus-

grassland in the southern part of Kutch and extends to nearly 3,500 5q k. VLAY SONES

tainable breeding poputa-

again
Africa and Namibia.

Come October 1, the op-
tion of quoting the enrol-
ment ID of the Aadhaar ap-
plication form at the time
of applying for a Perma-
nent Account Number

and misuse of PAN, Fi-
irmala

ments tabled in Parliament
on Tuesday.

1 is further proposed
that every person who has
been allotted PAN on the
basis of the enrolment ID
of the Aadhaar application
form should intimate his/

number on or
tore B notined dace o
the Tax
suthorities.

The option of quoting
the enrolment ID in the ap-
plication form for _allot-
ment of PAN or in the re-
wm  of

ICMR ready to transfer technology of
a ‘breakthrough’ TB detection system

NEW DELHI

The Indian Council of Med-
scal Research (ICMR) has

easy-to-use testing
ogy for detection of tuber-
culosis.

The council has invited
an Expression of Interest
from organisations, com-
panies and manufacturers
for “transfer of technolo-
£y for commercialisation

3 CRISPR Cas-based T8

Seeaction system

Developed by the ICMR
Regional Medical Research
Centre, Dibrugarh, the
technology & touted as the

wer 1,500 samples can be
=mmultaneously tested within
wao hours.

“It is so simple that it
can be used even in the
primary health centre of a

say researchers at
e

TB kills an estimated
4.80,000 Indians every
year of over 1400 patients

ditionally, the

DNA from saliva at a very  annually, h are not
low cost. It can the notified. Most remain eith-
er or unac-

and test ov-

ary
er 1500 samples within
two hours.

and
ly diagnosed and treated in

A senior Health Ministry
official had noted that In-
dia’s efforts to achieve ra-
pid decline in the burden
of T8 morbidity and mor-
tality, towards the elimina-
'of the infection by

eaued.

move to rework the
protocol to tackle the dis-
ease, spec TE medi-
carion and its duration. to
reboot the TB-free initia-
tive with zero deaths, dis-
ease, and poverty resulting
from the disease.

Expert guidance
The ICMR has developed

yerned by the ICMR [P Pol-
scy, it said

Listing out its role, the
council has noted that the
Dibrugarh centre will pro-
vide

Centre defends fact-check unit, says
right to correct information important

nUMBAL

Defending the formation of
a fact-checking unit (FCU),
the Union

expert and
technical support for the
production of the system
inafl

“The ICMR lhrough its
institutes _would provide
and

said

in the Bombay High Court

on Wednesday that the

right to know factually cor-

rect information and the

right to not be mi
ally

The Centre will continue it

support o
conduct the R&Djclinical
study of new technology/
product in India, in collab-
oration with the company/
o n a professi,

technical suppare in deve

through a defined agree.
ment for licensing and
commercialisation of the
system. which shall be go-

e/
product arsd will als Facil.
tate the validation as per
the & condis

agteen'mn!_ fragerae]

ss
specified.” it said.

equ: e the
rigix to freedom of speech
expression under Arti-
a5 19G6a).
Stand-up artist Kunal
Kamra, the Editors Guild of
india,

Court on Thursday. v
demand its removal.

Tiebreaker judge Jus-
tice A.S. Chandu

ing™ online content “relat-
ed to the business of the
Central Government~ and

hearing i e
case after a DMsiun Bench
of the HL delivered

a split verdict on January
31

Solicitor-General Tush-

“This approach repre-
sents the least restrictive

to counteract fake,
false, and misleading infor-

Private

il TeciivTankis alon raalis.
tain

d
under Article 19(IXa) of the
&

units
and the government is si-
milarly justified in provid-

Mr. Mehta said the argu-
ment of ~chilling effect”

this context, my [govern-
ment’s] role is simply to
identify and ht in-
stances of falsehood or
misinformation,” he sasd.
etitioners com-

was.

“we no are
not the final arbiter here.
Just like individuals, the go-
vernment can also inti-
mate. The FCU is a meth-
odical way of doing that.
being a statutory re-

et Arucle 21

on the freedom of speech

speech Incites viclence or
threatens public order, it

The government will
continue its arguments on
Thursday.
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The greatness of Guru

Gnly four people matter in this world: Mata, Pita, Guru,
Deivam (God). Man's is to reach God, but it s
ot possible to realise that without the guldance of a Guru.
Just as one gualifies for material prosperity through aca-
demic pursuits, so too should one learn the s of

S
3

3

kS
K

CrECULTY AATING e e

Selution to prevsous puzate

est position. It is the Guru-Sishya parampara that has pre-
served the Hindu civilsation s & living tradition to this

spiritual pro; from a Guru_
5 Lord 3s thelr first Gu-
§f and then Nam-
[ g4 SZ i offering our salu-
& and gratitade to all the spirual masters of the past
> 1 J | *capresent
the Hindu rion, the Guru is revered at the high-

day, said Swami Adi Sankara
Guru as someone who knows the truth, can articulate the

bout the ng of
the studen:

Sage Viewamitra was a powerful ascetic who had

Solution to yesterday's Sudok Viewrol exful e
ought all three worlds to a stan with his penance.
814 23 61759 The gods conferred on him the status DlaBra.hlna rishi
7. 528 1 9.3 4 6| (onewho is bomn into a pious environment and gains en-
6 9 574 28
97 83 1126 4 donneddreroleolagummkalm taught
1 36la 2l 7'5 lllmeverytldng(hee . Gurus hail from vary-
2aslo967831 R Vyase. the soerof & sl aoman, Lot
26 117953582 i, Vedas, wrote the Mahabharata and the Puranas
389/6 2541 7| houhim Hindusm would not possess the exensive
8916 2 erature it today. His birchday is celebrat
5i2'7i1ialsle 9/3f Taumpur :

nima, in honour of all Gurus.
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Grasslands in Kutch likely
to host cheetahs from Africa

While the Gandhi Sagar sanctuary in Madhya Pradesh is the preferred location for the next lot of

imports, Banni in Gujarat is also getting readied to house some of the big cats to land in India

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

ome of the next
S batch of cheetahs

being brought in
from Africa, as part of the
next phase of Project Chee-
tah, may be sent to a chee-
tah-breeding and conser-
vation centre being built in
the sprawling grasslands of
Banni in the Rann of Kutch
in Gujarat, senior officials
in the Environment Minis-
try told The Hindu.

While the Gandhi Sagar
sanctuary in Madhya Pra-
desh is the preferred loca-
tion for the next lot of wild
cats, with Banni being con-
sidered a potential habitat
for over a decade, officials
say there is a surge in activ-
ity to set up basic infras-
tructure in Banni and get it
ready this year.

“The next [lot of] ani-
mals will go to Gandhi Sa-
gar. However, the Gujarat
government is setting up
suitable enclosures in Ban-
ni where cheetahs can be
bred. If all goes to plan,
there is no reason (the site)
cannot be readied in the
next six months and some
animals sent there,” an offi-
cial told The Hindu.

Banni is a vast grassland
in the southern part of
Kutch and extends to near-

Banni is a vast grassland in the southern part of Kutch and extends to nearly 3,500 sq.km. ViJAY SONEJI

ly 3,500 square kilo-
metres. While that is plen-
ty of space, more than that
available in Kuno and
Gandhi Sagar, there is
barely enough prey to sus-
tain a viable population.
Antelope species such
as chinkara and blackbuck
— the prey for the cheetah
— are present in the Banni
landscape but not enough
for the big cat. “It will take
years for enough prey, and
practically this means chi-
tal — the main prey for the
cheetahs in India — needs
to be brought into these
grasslands. There isn’t an
official plan yet but it is a
site that is under consider-
ation,” the official added.
While the Madhya Pra-
desh Forest Department is
tasked with managing the

cheetahs at Kuno in Mad-
hya Pradesh, an expert
steering committee gives
scientific input on manag-
ing the programme. This
includes recommending
future sites for introducing
fresh batches of cheetahs
at regular intervals.

Of the 20 adult cheetahs
brought to Kuno since Sep-
tember 2022, 13 survive.
Additionally there are 13
cubs, making it 26 animals
overall. However, the max-
imum capacity (in terms of
available prey) of the Kuno
reserve is for 21 adult ani-
mals.

The government’s esti-
mate is that India will need
to import anywhere bet-
ween 10 and 12 adult chee-
tahs every year for the next
five years to groom a sus-

-

tainable breeding popula-
tion. “One attractive aspect
of Banni is that there are
no leopards. So with
enough prey, we can over-
time sustain a larger popu-
lation. But this is a long-
term plan,” an official said.

In October, all of the
cheetahs in Kuno are ex-
pected to be released into
the wild. Currently, most
of them are in the bomas,
or large enclosures that are
a kilometre wide and long.
These animals were
brought in after infections
and acclimatisation pro-
blems led to fatalities. Fol-
lowing the release of all the
animals into the wild,
preparations for the next
batch are expected to be-
gin — again from South
Africa and Namibia.



* Some of the next batch of cheetahs being brought from Africa may be

sent to a cheetah-breeding and conservation-eenter in Banni, Rann of

Kutch, Gujarat.

* The Gandhi Sagar sanctuary-in-Madhya Pradesh is the preferred
location for the next lot of imports, but Banni is also being prepared.

* The Gujarat government is setting up suitable enclosures in Banni for
cheetahs.
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Banni is a vast grassland in the southern part of Kutch,
extending to neariy 3,500 sq. km.

It has ample space and is being readied with basic
infrastructure.

Antelope species like chinkara and blackbuck, prey for
cheetahs, are present but not in sufficient numbers.




1.0f the 20 cheetahs brought to Kuno since September 2022, 13
survive, and three more are expected to join soon, making it 26
cheetahs.

2.The maximum capacity of Kuno is 21 adult animals.

3.India plans to import 10 to 12 adult cheetahs annually for the next
five years to establish a sustainable breeding population.



* Consider the following statements regarding the cheetah relocation project in India:

1. The Banni

s in the Rann oth, are being prepared as a potential habitat for
cheetahs from

rica.

2.The Gandhi Sagar sanctuary in Madhya Pradesh remains the preferred location for cheetah
imports.

3. Banni has sufficient antelope speciesto sustain a viable cheetah population.

 Which of the above statements is/are correct?

* a)1land2only
* b)2and 3 only
e c)1and3only
* d)1,2and3



\/(nght to

shelter is
amental
right, says SC

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday urged a ba-
lance to be struck between
railway infrastructure de-
velopment at Haldwani,
considered to be the door-
way to the hills in Uttarak-
hand, and the fundamen-
tal right to shelter of nearly
50,000 people accused of
illegally living on railway
land. “They are also hu-
man beings,” a Bench
headed by Justice Surya
Kant observed.

The court said while it

cannot be ruthless about
/he fate of these families,
its orders cannot also be
misinterpreted as a note of
encouragement for future
encroachments.

The hearing was based
on an application filed by
the Railways to modify a
2023 top court order stay-
ing a Uttarakhand High

Cowrt direction to evict
/?H{:e families within a

week. It said a flooding
Ghaula river has disrupted
railway operations in the
region. The railway need-
ed more land urgently to
lay new tracks.

It asked the State Chief
Secretary to meet with the
Railway authorities and
the Ministry of Urban Af-
fairs to iron out a “fair and
equitable” rehabilitation
project for the families.
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SFPARKS FLY

Morocco beats Argentina in

contest marred !!! controversy

Morocco best Ar,
Ctympic football, but only after 3 tate equaliser for the Sout
e e T

Cuitin s ampty stadiun Soliceing crom
Uzbekistan 2-1 in another

gentins 2-1 in their opening game

of the men's

crowd trouble. Spain edg:

THROAT TROUSBLE

Jannik Sinner pulls out of the

Paris Games due to tonsillitis

-~

Jann Sinner has withdrawn from the Ohyrmpics. ™
inform you that | wall not be able to participate _ after
of clay training | started to feel unwell | spent couple of

20d during 3 visit the doctor found tonsillitis and strongly acdvised
e against playing.” wrote the Itsian on X

ILL TREATMENT

Video shows suspended Dujardin

whipping horse’s k

-~
The video lea

Otympian Charlotte Dujardin pu

ling cut of the Paris Games
her whipping 3 horse’s lez= multple times. The three

female

e Olympic

was

Tuesday. said it

was an ‘error of judgerment’ and did not reflect how she traned.

TENLURE CONT!

wu

Nita Ambani unanimousl

re-elected as 10C Member

Neta Ambani was re-elected as the I0C member from

india, winning

unanimously with 100% vote, 3t the cngoing 142nd I0C session in
“This re-election is not just a personal milestone but also a

Rion of frafia’s growwiog ioflimnce i the glotat sp ting scers.
Nita.

recogni
§ share thi= moment of joy and pride with every Indian,” =

India’s athletics aspirations rest
on the golden arm of Neeraj

PARIS 2024
OOPO
Lthra Ganesan

Neeraj

Chopra threw

to 87.58m on a
wet and windy August 7
evening in 2021 in condi-
tons less than ideal to
sporting excellence, there
were few to appland the
significance of a maiden
track and field gold. nay
medal. for independent In-

dia & the history of
Olympics_
Since then, however,

the man with the golden
arm has not only become
one of the most recognised
loved Indian athlete

have
his rising popularity, mak-
Ing Neeraj the most ob-
medal prospect at

Paris
Despite some struggle

The reigning Olvimpic champion insists he is on course for another big performance despite a dip in form: steeplechaser
Sable needs to be tactically smarter to finish in the medal bracket: the men’s 4x400 relay team’s will be watched dosely

with achieving and main-
taining _optimum fitness
ahead of the big event and
few competitive outings,
Neeraj has inststed he is on
erack for anothe:

There are not guaran-
tees though, with Tokyo sil-
ver medallist Czechia’s Ja-
sl

History beckens: Neeraj will look to emulate his Tokyo heroics and become the first Indian
indiicual to win back-to-back gold medsis in the Summer Games. FLE FHOTD: KR DEEPRX

cluding the German duo of
Julian Weber and teen sen-
sation Max Dehning, Finn
Oliver Helander, Anderson
Peters, compatrio Ids'x:te
Jena of Gourse, Arahad
Nadeem.

Neeraj has been
known to bring out his best
at big-ticket events and it
doesn't get bigger than the
o

in both performance and
consistency.

There are others. in-

On the field, there are a
few others who can ge-
nuinely surprise, with Ab-

dulla Aboobacker being

stee %
Despite impressing oth-
erwise all through, Sable

has fallen short in big com-

dence on the track.
‘rh-s urne around,

India has a tough passage
to traverse in its group

HOCKEY

Three years back, in front
in

dia’s
g i admictedly worked
more on ms strategies an.
mindset and unless he

a terrible day. should make
the finals_

Parul, Jyothi in focus
On the women's side, the
coms:eml)' improving Pa-
dhary can be ex-
pected to do the same.

And if she has a good
day, Jyothi Verragl it
Just s vone in

rprise
the 100m hurdles
There is also the men's

up and take notice during
the World Champilonships
last year. pushing power-

USA all the way in
the heat and finishing fifth

land saw the Indians run

quick, with sh Ramesh

2 season’s best re-

(u:mng from injury :hax
augurs well for a team

can make the finals.

silver) and scripeed its own
success story with a bronze

edal.

Even though 11 of the 16
players from the side t
took the podi

current Indian side is very
different.
There is a new coach in

adjudge and prepare for
the biggest challenge.

He has hrmgm in anew
playing style. one that em-
braces defensive control
against the earlier offensive
chaas, a style that on paper
might be less exciting but
more effective but not ex-
acty in the Indians arc of

S That India managed 1o

Big ask: The indian team’s f
Quarterfinals and that is easier said than done. X=T>

in Europe and Australia, al-
so in Group B with India.
making it a tricky first
round.

Getting through to the
quarterfinals should be In-
dia’s first target and that s
easier said than done.

Strong
Along  with  defending
cham elgium,
doughty New zentand -
which stunned India in
shncumss in sroup
during the 2023

vmrxd Cup. st home. lead-
m Redd’s

task cut out to finish among
the top four in the group,
after which will b,

including e
tan Games, is a

the main opposition lying

Pool A has Netherlands,

sy opposition for India.

rst priority would be to make the

DTRERT

Then again. there can be
no easy games ar the

plcs.
Some of the key mem-
bers from Tok)'o are no
longer The
rienced Rupinderpal Singh

Rajkumar Pal as playmak-
ers in the middle. And then
there is P.R. Sreejesh, hav-
ing declared his retirement

ley
would be hoping he has got
balance

The path to glory will not be
straightforward, but the shuttlers
will have to persevere

BADMINTON
Ashwin Achal

1f PV. Sindhu climbs onto
the podium at Paris. she
il creaze history a3 the
first Indian th
Olympl
vidual spore_
The path o glory, ho-

talaysia Masters counting
as the lone bright spot. The
29-year-old will also have
to overcome a tough draw
at Paris, which includes
potential clashes  with
World No. 8 He Bingjao
and reigning Olympic
champion Chen Yu Fel in
the last-16 and guarterfinal

LS. Prannoy and Laksh-

very best to make a marl

in the men's singles. World
No. 13 Prannoy’s last note-
worthy performance came
in January, when he won a
bronze in the Yonex Sun-
rise India Open. Early exits

Golden oppertunity: Srdhu will 2im to become the first indian to

have plagued the 32-year-
old since.
While Prannoy should

semifinalist at the All En-
gland Championships and

win three Olympic medals in an individusl sport. SPECIAL ARPANGENENT

dukone by their side. Pa-
dukone will travel to Paris
as the mentor.

men's doubles pair adds

‘Wworld

Indian challenge in other sports

Y.B. Sarangi

The indian representation
il be limited to just one

ora in several
disciplines in the Paris
Olympics.
and Mirabai
gold ar the 2022 Asian | Chanu, who bagsed a silver
Games, apart from power- in the Tokyo Olympics, will

| india to a Thomas Cup

mim:amur
coached by Danish dou-
bles stalware Mathias Boe,

P against
Worlh No. & Fajar Sinan
and Muhami Rian
Ardianto.
To even make it to the

Ponnappa

Crasto, The duo, who only
started playing together in
January last year, put up

excellent o force
their way into conten
A K her re-

ter her last appearance in
the 2016 Rio Games.

o India‘s b up
ton squad. The French against it in (;mup <
Open and Thailand Open  drawn ‘World No.
cham

. Satwiksairaj
and Chirag present a ge-

broken new ground, haw-
ing won bronze at the 2022

4 Nami Matsuyama and
Chiharu Shida (Japan), and
Tokyo Olympics bronze
medallist Kim So Yeong
and Kong Hee Yong (South
Korea).

secutive Games. The In-
dian, who has been trou-
bled by mjuries in recent

vered well

dal in the 49kg category.

Mirabal, who totalled
184kg In the IWF World
Cup in April after a five-

pion Hou Zhihui is the
Seradickning favosioa 1

gentre of auraction at Ro-
land Garros.
who won the Auscralian
Open with Matthew Ebden
earlier this year, has cho-
sen Sriram Balaji to partn-
er him as the Latter has the
experience of playing on
Clay courts.

s layer Sumit Na-
gal achieved his career-
Best world ranking of 71 to

b will look to provide the thrust to India’s

qualify for his second
Olym
Golfs Aditi Ashok. compet-

on her
fourth place Bnish i the
Tokyo Games. Diksha Da-
gar. a Deaflympics gold
medallist and a two-time
Ladies European Tour win-

Pariz campaign with a medal. FLE PHOTO. SHASH

SHEKHAR ASHYAP

hi Desinghu have been se-
lected to represent India

ond Olympics, whil
Dhinidhi (women’s 200m
e ) will make her
debur.

Equestrian: Anush Agar-

ner, will also bank on her  walla, a member of the
Tokyo experience. Asian Games gold medal-
1 cie- team and an indi-
le winners Shubhaniar —vidual bronze medallist, in
Sharma and  Gaganje dressage will be the lone
niBar showkd ot Boa K.  Shler St the Coustry.
to adape_ Rowing: Balraj Panwar
Vishnu ‘will be In men's
and Nethra Kumanan, who  single sculls.
will take part in men's and  Judo: Commonwealth

Swimming: Sribari Natra)
and 14-year- Eoid girl Dhinid

tary Indian Judoka at the

Archers begin
campaign,
bank on

WC showing

ey

The Indian mien and wo-

n archers will trust their
hard training while trying
to overcome last-minute
distractions due to the ab-

first archery
medal at the Games.

While the women's

sran.
Invalides.
The men's team of B.
Dhiraj, Tarundeep Rai and
Pravin Jadhav will take
confidence from its World
Cup Stage 1 gold medal
hanghal where it up-
Staged the elite Kore
women’s slde. com-

nue in the same vein.




TENURE CONTINUES
Nita Ambani unanimously

re-elected as IOC Member

PTI

A

Nita Ambani was re-elected as the IOC member from India, winning
unanimously with 100% vote, at the ongoing 142nd |OC session in
Paris. “This re-election is not just a persomat milestone but also a
recognition of India’s growing influence in the global sporting arena.
| share this moment of joy and pride with every Indian,” said Nita.




Formation

Founders Pierre de Cou
Demetrios Vikelas

Type Sports federation (association
organised under the laws of
the Swiss Confederation)

Headquarters Olympic House,
Lausanne, Switzerland

Membership 107 active members, 41
honorary members, 206
individual National Olympic
Committees

Official
language

language when

necessary
President Thomas

Vice Ng Ser Miang!']
Presidents John Coates
Nicole Hoeverisz
Juan Antonio Samaranch
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Realty players grapple
with indexation move

RAGHAVENDRA KAMATH
Mumbai, July 24
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L&T profit up 12%, beats
Street estimates races
Axis Bank profit up 5.7%;
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Tesla profit margins worst
in five years race 13

THE ESTATE OF AFFAIRS
= LTCG tax rate now
12.5%

without indexation
for the real estate

A DAY AFTER the Unson Budget removed the
indexation benefit for the sate of propertios,
the real estate sector & still coming to grips
with the change.

The income tax department tried to clear
the air with a serses of tweets on Wednesday
and ® the move will benefit a large

propes
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70%0 of daily traders make losses

TRADING WOUND! The
s At 7 6% percentace
of loss-makers among younger
traders was higher in FY23
compared to other age groups
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Man faces action for
posing on bonnet

of moving car in
Spider-Man costume

The man posed on the bonnet of the car in Dwarka, on
Monday. X/ delhipolice

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 24

DRESSING UP as ‘Spider-Man’
and posing on the bonnet of a
moving car in Dwarka landed a
West Delhi resident in trouble
who wasapprehended by the po-
lice on Monday. Besides, the
driver and owner of the car were
also prosecuted. The Delhi Traffic
police took note of the offence af-
ter people complained on social
media about the episode. The
man who dressed up as Spider-
man has been identified as
Aditya, 20, whois a Najafgarh res-
ident. The driver was identified as
Gaurav Singh, 19, a resident of
Mahavir Enclave.

“The car wasregistered in the

namea nf the Arivaer'e fathar \Wea

official. “The youngsters were
making videos for attention on
social media,” he said.

A fine of Rs 26,000 was im-
posed for dangerous driving and
other violations, officials said.

According to the police, they
received a complaint on social
media platform X about a Scorpio
car seen on Dwarka roads with a
person dressed as Spiderman on
its bonnet. Police traced the car
and located the occupants near
Ramphal Chowk, Dwarka.

“Such reckless behaviour on
the roads will not be tolerated,
and strict action will be taken
against offenders to uphold the
law and protect the lives of road
users,,” Delhi Police said as it
urged citizens to report any in-
stance of dangerous driving or

trafficwvinlatinne nramnths



India successfully
flight-tests Ph-II ballistic
missile defence system

New Delhi: India successfully flight-tested the second
phase of its ballistic missile defence system Wedne-
sday. The target missile was launched at 4.20pm m-
imicking an adversary ballistic missile from launch-
ing complex IV at Abdul Kalam island off coast of
Odisha.

It was detected by the weapon system radar and
the AD interceptor system was activated, accord-
ing to a government statement.

The interceptor AD endo-atmospheric missile was
launched at 4.24 pm from launching complex Il at
Chandipur. The flight test fully met all the trial objec-
tives validating a complete network-centric warfare
weapon system consisting of long range sensors, low
latency communication system, and MCC and
Advance Interceptor missiles, the statement said.

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh complimented
the DRDO for successful flight test and stated it has
againdemonstrated India’s ballistic missiles defence
capability. DRDO chief Dr Samir V Kamat congratu-
lated the entire team for their un-

_ ’ tiring effort and contribution. ENS




Table 1 — Key characteristics of ballistic and cruise missiles

Characteristics

Ballistic missiles

Cruise missiles

From low to very high

Mostly around 1 000 km

Range Up ‘toT5 000 km Up to 4000 km
Altitude & M
Easily detectable Hard to detect
STRET Low — arounqundred metres High — a few metres
Fit forlarge targets Fit for small and\(nojzl/%rgets
Speed Around 1 OMm/h

Possibility to intercept ,

Data source: EPRS.

Up to 25 000 km/h at impact
Very hard to intetcept
7




Ballistic missiles
* Powered initially by a rocket
or several in stages

* Ballistic trajectory over most

"~ Ballistic missile

of its flight :
* Hypersonic speed during
much of the flight
* Optional manoeuvrability
for the re-entry vehicle
mw :"‘H" * Classified according to their
nched from neht‘ ) ranges {from short, around
Glide ‘3‘:"' byh’::m \“‘ 500 km, to intercontinental,

more than 5000 km)

, * Hypersonic speed \
/ * High manoeuvrability for
/ the glider
* Classified according to their
™~ f speed
[ K
Cruise missiles /' \‘\-\ e

Unmanned vehicle propelled / / -
by jet engines [/ N\
atmosphere during the flight | E— = : = _ 2 D
Subsonic, SuUpersonic, or || f % sile o \ \
hypelSOillC. } ' \'\\ ‘ll.
Self-guided or manually ,’ /i “Sol | - Target
guided ‘ K
Classified to their @ :
speed S Launch site

Credits: FRS



SINGAPORE, WHICH SUBSISTS ON IMPORTED FOOD, IS LOOKING TO SECURE ITS FUTURE WITH NEW WA

In Singapore, customers can now buy meat

SUI-LEEWEE
SINGAPORE, JULY 24

IT WAS a remarkable moment in
the annals of food, perhaps even
humanity: A store in Singapore
started selling lab-grown meat di-
rectly to the general publicin May.

Onarecent Saturday, visitors
to the store, Huber’s Butchery,
watched as a chef sautéed filets
— 3% of which were generated
from chicken cells and the rest
from plant proteins — and served
them intaco shells with avocado,
pico de gallo and coriander.

It looked, cooked and tasted

like chicken. Sascha Wenninger,
39, put three packs of the meat
in his shopping basket. “I like eat-
ing meat, and if I can do it with-
out animal cruelty, it’s ideal,” he
said. Others were not so en-
thused about meat cultivated in
a lab. “Why eat something arti-
ficial when you can get fresh live
chicken from nature?” said
Philippe Ritoux, 58.

The city-state, which is
smaller than New York City, has
spent tens of millions of dollars
to study novel ways of produc-
ing food because it has very lit-
tle land to farm and imports 90%
ofits food. It haslooked at urban

Ashopper at Huber's Butchery, which is selling lab grown
meat, in Singapore on July 13. NYT

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

and vertical agriculture, ap-
proved insects for human con-
sumption and given generous
subsidies to cultivated meat
startups. Singapore became the
first country to approve a lab-
grown, or “cultivated meat” prod-
uct for commercial sale in 2020
(the US followed two years later,
but Florida banned itin May)and
has since given the green light to
other futuristic products includ-
inga protein-rich powder synthe-
sised from air and a concoction
that does not require animal cells
to grow meat in a lab. “Before
Singapore, cultivated meat was
completely science fiction,” said

JoshTetrick, co-founder of Eat Just,
the company behind the culti-
vated meat being sold at Huber’s.
Consequently, any success
Singapore has could have global
significance. But for many experts,
lab-grown meat has failed to live
up to its promise of replacing tra-
ditional meat and reining in cli-
mate change by reducing green-
house gases thatare emitted from
livestock farming.

The price tag of the quarter-
pound bags of cultivated meat at
Huber’s — 7.20 Singapore dollars,
about $5.30 — is a testament to
how incredibly expensive it is to
produce it. “There are enormous

F FEEDING PEOPLE

ninalab

scaling challenges between
where we are and where we need
to get to, and those scaling chal-
lenges are not guaranteed to be
solved,” Tetrick said. Partly be-
cause of this, new funding for lab-
grownmeat startupsis drying up.
Before it began retail sales, culti-
vated meat in Singapore was
available only in the restaurant
within Huber's. Starting in January
2023, Huber’s sold a sandwich
with fries and greens and a pasta
dish with spring vegetable orec-
chiette. Both dishes were priced
at 18.50 Singapore dollars and
heavily subsidized by Eat Just's
subsidiary, Good Meat. NYT

.. - r




1.A store in Singapore, Huber's Butchery, started selling lab-grown
meat directly to the public in May.

2.The lab-grown meat consists of chicken cells and plant proteins,
served in various dishes.

3.Singapore approved the first lab-grown meat product for commercial
sale in 2020.



* Some customers like Sascha Wenninger appreciate lab-grown meat
for ethical reasons.

e Others are skeptical about consuming lab-grown meat, preferring
natural sources.

1.Singapore has invested in urban and vertical agriculture and
approved insects for human consumption.

2.Significant funds have been given to cultivated meat startups to
encourage innovation.



e Lab-grown meat faces challenges such as high production costs and
scalability issues.Despite the challenges, Singapore continues to
explore new ways to secure its food future.



* Consider the following statements regarding the lab-grown meat initiative in Singapore:

1.Singapore started selling lab-grown-meat-directly-to-the publicinMay2023.

2.Lab-grown meat in Singapore iﬂnade from chicken cells and plant proteins.

3.Singapore was the first country to approve Iab-Wl sale in 2020.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only

41,2an43




Lal Dora-Free Haryana



* All villages of Haryana have been made Lal Dora-free.

* The state government launched a scheme to make villages "Lal Dora-
free" on Good Governance Day on 25th December 2019.

* Itis a reformative step towards the establishment of clear ownership
of property in rural inhabited areas by mapping land parcels using
drone technology and providing a 'Record of Rights' to village
household owners with the issuance of legal ownership cards.



 Field verification of rural and residential areas was conducted in
every village, and the mapping of every property falling under ‘Lal Dora'
was closely inspected.

* In some states, the inhabited areas of villages, known as "lal
dora" land in Punjab and Haryana and "abadi" in some, were
mostly excluded from such surveys.



« Many Indian village communities lacked documented land
rights, relying instead on actual possession to claim
ownership of land in residential areas.

 Rural property owners cannot use their properties as financial
assets to obtain loans from banks without a legal document.



Namo Drone Didi scheme



* The Finance Ministry has allocated Rs 500 crore for the Namo Drone
Didi scheme and Rs 365.64 crore for National Mission on Natural
Farming for 2024-25.

* Namo Drone Didi scheme

* It is an initiative aimed at providing drones to 15,000 selected women
self-help groups (SHGs) during the period 2023-24 to 2025-2026 for

providing rental services to farmers
* The women beneficiaries aretrained to become dronepilots under

the initiative.




How will Drone Didis help farmers?

The trained women drone pilots will help farmers in various agricultural operations
like fertilizer spraying, sowing seeds and crop monitoring.

The initiative intends to modernize Indian agricultural practices and enhance productivity
by placing the cutting edge technology at the disposal of rural women.

The Centre will provide each SHG identified a subsidy up to 80 per cent towards the cost
of a drone or a maximum of Rs 8 lakh. _




Tinzaparin



* Researchers foun@signiﬁcantly rWage to human cells due to

spitting cobra venom.
* About Tinzaparin

* Tinzaparin is a type of medication known as a low molecular weight heparin
(LMWH). — —_—

* Itis used to prevent and treat blood clots, particularly deep vein thrombosis
(DVT) and pulmonary embolism (PE).

* |t works by inhibiting certain clotting factors in the blood, thereby reducing the
risk of blood clots forming or worsening.



* Recent research

* Tinzaparin blocks venom’s interaction with cell receptors, preventing
damage.

* It mimics heparan sulphate, which the venom targets, thereby
reducing toxicity.

e Researchers are planning human clinical trials following promising
results.



Importance

The study’s findings may lead to a breakthrough in snakebite

treatment, especially in regions with high snakebite morbidity.

Tinzaparin, a widely available and inexpensive drug, could
revolutionize snakebite treatment.




World’s Forests 2024 Report



The theme for this year is “Accelerating forest solutions through
innovation.”

te to 10mn

15.8 million hectares\per vear in
average annual n '

Key highlights include a decrease in the
hectares per year in 2015-2020 fr
1990-2000, with India ranking 3rd
area from 2010-2020.




Non-timber forest products support the livelihoods of about 275
million people in India.

There is a pressing need for innovation in the forest sector to
address climate change stress through resilient forest and land
management strategies against wildfires and pests.

Innovations Enhancing Forest Potential:



Technological: Remote sensing and cloud computing improve forest management by
generating high-quality data (e.g., NASA and ESA’s Landsat and Copernicus programs).

Social, Policy, and Institutional: Engaging women, youth, and Indigenous People through
dynamic innovations (e.g., India’s Joint Forest Management Programme mandates 1/3rd
female representation on committees).

Financial: Innovations to enhance the value of standing forests and boost restoration
efforts (e.g., SCRIPT — Soft Commodity Risk Platform).






https://www.insightsonindia.com/2024/07/24/dark-oxygen/

Scientists have discovered “dark
oxygen” being produced in the deep
ocean by metallic nodules on the
seafloor, challenging the belief that
oxygen production requires sunlight.




 What is “Dark Oxygen”?

* “Dark oxygen” is oxygen produced in the deep ocean, independent of
sunlight, by metallic nodules on the seafloor.

* How is it being produced?

* These naturally occurring metallic nodules act like batteries,
generating electric currents that split seawater (H20) into hydrogen
and oxygen




Word: Ephemeral

* Part of Speech: Adjective
* Definition: Lasting for a very short time.

* Example Sentence: The beauty of the
sunrise was ephemeral, fading away within
minutes as the day progressed.
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