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• Railway Board's Pitch for European System 
Put Off Kavach Rollout

• Background:

• The Indian Railways developed an 
indigenously designed Train Collision 
Avoidance System (TCAS) called Kavach.

• भारतीय रेल ने स्वदेशी रूप से डिजाइन की 
गई टे्रन टकराव बचाव प्रणाली (TCAS) को
'कवच' नाम ददया।



• Delay in Rollout:

• The rollout of Kavach was delayed due to the Railway Board's decision 
to opt for the more expensive European Train Control System (ETCS).

• रेलवे बोिड के महंगे यूरोपीय टे्रन ननयंत्रण प्रणाली (ETCS) को चुनने के 
ननणडय के कारण कवच की तैनाती में देरी हुई।

• Impact of COVID-19:

• The COVID-19 pandemic further delayed the adoption of ETCS.

• COVID-19 महामारी ने ETCS को अपनाने में और देरी की।



• Testing and Implementation:

• Despite extensive testing and obtaining the highest Safety Integrity 
Level (SIL)-4 in 2017-18, Kavach was not deployed quickly.

• व्यापक परीक्षण और 2017-18 में उच्चतम सुरक्षा अखिंता स्तर 
(SIL)-4 प्राप्त करने के बावजदू, कवच को जल्दी तैनात नहीं ककया 
गया।



• Current Status:

• Kavach Version 3.2 has been implemented over 1,465 km in the South 
Central Railway, covering 133 stations, 29 level crossing gates, and 
150 locomotives.

• कवच संस्करण 3.2 को दक्षक्षण मध्य रेलवे में 1,465 ककमी पर लाग ू
ककया गया है, जजसमें 133 स्टेशन, 29 स्तर क्रॉससगं गेट और 150
लोकोमोदटव शासमल हैं।



• Future Plans:

• The latest Kavach Version 4 is under testing and deployment over 
3,000 km in the Delhi-Mumbai and Delhi-Kolkata sections.

• नवीनतम कवच संस्करण 4 का परीक्षण और तैनाती ददल्ली-मंुबई और 
ददल्ली-कोलकाता खिंों में 3,000 ककमी पर की जा रही है।



• Consider the following statements regarding the rollout of the Kavach system by Indian 
Railways:

1.The rollout of Kavach was delayed due to the Railway Board's decision to opt for the 
European Train Control System (ETCS).

2.The Kavach system achieved the highest Safety Integrity Level (SIL)-4 in 2017-18.

3.Kavach Version 3.2 has been implemented over 3,000 km in the South Central Railway.

• Which of the above statements is/are correct?

• a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 1, 2, and 3











• Guidelines for declaring a language as ‘Classical’ are:

• High antiquity of its early texts/recorded history over a period of 1500-2000 
years;

• A body of ancient literature/texts, which is considered a valuable heritage by 
generations of speakers;

• The literary tradition be original and not borrowed from another speech 
community;

• The classical language and literature being distinct from modern, there may also 
be a discontinuity between the classical language and its later forms or its 
offshoots.



• Once a language is notified as a Classical language, the Human Resource 
and Development Ministry provides certain benefits to promote it:

• Two major annual international awards for scholars of eminence in classical 
Indian languages

• A Centre of Excellence for studies in Classical Languages is set up

• The University Grants Commission is requested to create, to start with at least in 
the Central Universities, a certain number of Professional Chairs for the Classical 
Languages so declared.



Centre Set to Tweak Criteria for According Classical Language Status

Background:

The Union government is considering revising the criteria for granting classical language status to 
various languages.

कें द्र सरकार ववसभन्न भाषाओं को शास्त्रीय भाषा का दजाड देने के मानदंिों में संशोधन करने पर 
ववचार कर रही है।



• Report by Linguistics Expert Committee:

• The Linguistics Expert Committee of the Culture Ministry submitted a 
report suggesting changes in the criteria for classical language status 
on October 10 last year.

• संस्कृनत मंत्रालय की भाषाववज्ञान ववशषेज्ञ ससमनत ने वपछले साल 10
अक्टूबर को शास्त्रीय भाषा के दजे के मानदंिों में बदलाव का सुझाव 
देते हुए एक ररपोटड प्रस्तुत की थी।



• Demand for Classical Status:

• Over the years, states and literary circles have demanded classical 
status for languages such as Marathi, Bengali, Assamese, and Maithili.

• वषों से, राज्यों और सादहजययक मंिलों ने मराठी, बंगाली, अससमया 
और मैथथली जसैी भाषाओ ंके सलए शास्त्रीय दजे की मांग की है।



• Marathi Language:

• The demand for Marathi to be granted classical language status has 
been a long-standing issue. Various committees and reports have 
supported this demand.

• मराठी को शास्त्रीय भाषा का दजाड देने की मांग एक लंबे समय से 
चल रही समस्या है। ववसभन्न ससमनतयों और ररपोटों ने इस मांग का 
समथडन ककया है।



• Government's Assurance:

• The Union Culture Minister informed Parliament that the proposal for 
according classical status to Marathi is under active consideration.

• कें द्रीय संस्कृनत मंत्री ने संसद को सूथचत ककया कक मराठी को शास्त्रीय 
दजाड देने का प्रस्ताव सकक्रय ववचाराधीन है।



• Political Influence:

• With assembly elections due in Maharashtra, the demand for 
Marathi's classical status has gained momentum.

• महाराष्ट्ट्र में ववधानसभा चुनाव के कारण, मराठी के शास्त्रीय दजे की 
मांग ने गनत पकड़ ली है।



• Benefits of Classical Status:

• Once a language is recognized as a classical language, the Education 
Ministry helps promote it through various initiatives, including 
international awards and the creation of centres of excellence.

• एक बार भाषा को शास्त्रीय भाषा के रूप में मान्यता समलने के बाद, 
सशक्षा मंत्रालय ववसभन्न पहलों के माध्यम से इसे बढावा देने में मदद 
करता है, जजसमें अतंराडष्ट्ट्रीय पुरस्कार और उयकृष्ट्टता कें द्रों की स्थापना 
शासमल है।



• Consider the following statements regarding the classical language status in India:

1.The Union government is revising the criteria for granting classical language status to 
various languages.

2.The demand for Marathi to be granted classical language status has been a recent 
development.

3.Once a language is recognized as a classical language, the Education Ministry helps 
promote it through various initiatives.

• Which of the above statements is/are correct?

• a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 1, 2, and 3







India’s total forest and tree cover was 80.9 million hectares, which 
accounted for 24.62% of the geographical area of the country.

The report said 17 States and Union Territories had more than 33% 
of their area under forest cover.

Madhya Pradesh had the largest forest cover, followed by Arunachal 
Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Odisha and Maharashtra



• The top five States in terms of forest cover as a percentage of their total 
geographical area were Mizoram (84.53%), Arunachal Pradesh (79.33%), 
Meghalaya (76%), Manipur (74.34%) and Nagaland (73.90%).



• Background:

• On June 26, the Supreme Court directed the Delhi government and 
Delhi Development Authority (DDA) to take steps to enhance the 
national capital's green cover.

• 26 जनू को, सवोच्च न्यायालय ने ददल्ली सरकार और ददल्ली ववकास 
प्राथधकरण (DDA) को राष्ट्ट्रीय राजधानी की हररत आच्छादन बढाने के 
सलए कदम उठाने का ननदेश ददया।



• Extent of Green Cover:

• According to the ‘India State of Forest Report 2021’ (ISFR), Delhi has 
the largest forest cover among seven major megacities, with 195 sq. 
km.

• ‘भारत राज्य वन ररपोटड 2021’ (ISFR) के अनुसार, ददल्ली के सात 
प्रमुख महानगरों में सबसे बड़ा वन आच्छादन है, जजसमें 195 वगड 
ककमी है।



• Legal Protection:

• The Delhi Preservation of Trees Act (DPTA), 1994, provides legal 
protection to trees against actions that could harm their growth or 
regeneration.

• ददल्ली पेड़ों के संरक्षण अथधननयम (DPTA), 1994, पेड़ों की वदृ्थध या 
पुनजडनन को नुकसान पहंुचाने वाली कारडवाइयों के खखलाफ कानूनी 
सुरक्षा प्रदान करता है।



• Provisions of the Act:

• Section 2 (h) defines "to fell a tree" including various actions such as 
severing the trunk, uprooting, cutting, etc.

• धारा 2 (h) "एक पेड़ थगराने" को पररभावषत करती है, जजसमें टं्रक को 
काटना, उखाड़ना, काटना आदद शासमल हैं।

• Under Section 8, no tree can be removed without prior permission 
from the Tree Officer.



• धारा 8 के तहत, ककसी भी पेड़ को वकृ्ष अथधकारी की पूवड अनुमनत के 
बबना नहीं हटाया जा सकता है।

• The Act mandates that 80% of identified trees slated for felling must 
be transplanted.

• अथधननयम में यह ननधाडररत ककया गया है कक काटने के सलए थचजन्हत 
80% पेड़ों को प्रययारोवपत ककया जाना चादहए।



• Current Legal Case:

• The Supreme Court is hearing a contempt petition against DDA's Vice 
Chairman for the felling of about 1,100 trees.

• सवोच्च न्यायालय DDA के उपाध्यक्ष के खखलाफ लगभग 1,100 पेड़ों 
को काटने के सलए अवमानना याथचका की सुनवाई कर रहा है।



• Future Steps:

• The court has directed a team from the Forest Survey of India (FSI) to 
assess the number of trees cut and the environmental damage.

• अदालत ने भारतीय वन सवेक्षण (FSI) की एक टीम को पेड़ों की कटाई 
और पयाडवरणीय क्षनत का आकलन करने का ननदेश ददया है।



• Consider the following statements regarding the Delhi Preservation of Trees Act (DPTA), 
1994:

1.The DPTA provides legal protection to trees in the national capital against actions that 
could harm their growth or regeneration.

2.Under the DPTA, no tree can be removed from any land without prior permission from 
the Tree Officer.

3.The DPTA mandates that 50% of identified trees slated for felling must be transplanted.

• Which of the above statements is/are correct?

• a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 1, 2, and 3







• Background:

• India has decided to sign and ratify the High Seas Treaty, a global 
agreement for the conservation and protection of biodiversity in the 
oceans, often compared to the 2015 Paris Agreement in its reach and 
impact.

• भारत ने महासागरों में जवै ववववधता के संरक्षण और सुरक्षा के सलए 
एक वैजववक समझौता, हाई सीज़ संथध पर हस्ताक्षर करने और उसे 
मंजरूी देने का ननणडय सलया है, जजसे इसके प्रभाव और पहंुच के 
मामले में 2015 के पेररस समझौते की तुलना में देखा जाता है।



• Treaty Details:

• The High Seas Treaty, also known as the agreement on Biodiversity 
Beyond National Jurisdictions (BBNJ), was negotiated in March last 
year.

• हाई सीज़ संथध, जजसे राष्ट्ट्रीय अथधकार क्षेत्र से परे जवै ववववधता पर 
समझौता (BBNJ) भी कहा जाता है, वपछले साल माचड में वाताड की गई 
थी।



• Legal Framework:

• The High Seas, which constitute about 
64% of the ocean surface, are open 
for extraction by anyone, governed by 
international and regional laws.

• हाई सीज़, जो महासागर की सतह का 
लगभग 64% है, ककसी के द्वारा भी 
ननष्ट्कषडण के सलए खुले हैं, और 
अंतराडष्ट्ट्रीय और क्षेत्रीय कानूनों द्वारा 
शाससत हैं।



• The UN Convention on the Law of the Seas (UNCLOS) defines the 
rights and duties of countries and lays down general principles of 
acceptable conduct in the oceans.संयुक्त राष्ट्ट्र महासागर कानून पर 
सम्मेलन (UNCLOS) देशों के अथधकारों और कतडव्यों को पररभावषत 
करता है और महासागरों में स्वीकायड आचरण के सामान्य ससद्धांतों 
को स्थावपत करता है



• Implementation:

• The High Seas Treaty would operate under the UNCLOS framework 
and become one of its implementing instruments.

• हाई सीज़ संथध UNCLOS ढांचे के तहत संचासलत होगी और इसके 
कायाडन्वयन उपकरणों में से एक बन जाएगी।



• The treaty aims to define and demarcate marine protected areas in 
biodiversity-rich zones of the oceans that are under stress.

• संथध का उद्देवय तनावग्रस्त महासागरों के जवै ववववधता-समदृ्ध के्षत्रों 
में समुद्री संरक्षक्षत के्षत्रों को पररभावषत और सीमांककत करना है।



• Global Impact:

• The treaty would ensure that any benefits accruing from ocean life 
forms, like drug development, are considered a global common and 
equitably shared with everyone.

• संथध यह सुननजवचत करेगी कक महासागर जीवन रूपों से प्राप्त होने 
वाले ककसी भी लाभ, जैसे दवा ववकास, को एक वैजववक सामान्य माना 
जाए और सभी के साथ समान रूप से साझा ककया जाए।



• The treaty would become international law 120 days after at least 60 
countries submit their ratification documents.

• संथध कम से कम 60 देशों द्वारा अपनी पुजष्ट्ट दस्तावेज प्रस्तुत करने 
के 120 ददनों के बाद अतंराडष्ट्ट्रीय कानून बन जाएगी।



• Consider the following statements regarding the High Seas Treaty:

1.The High Seas Treaty is also known as the agreement on Biodiversity Beyond 
National Jurisdictions (BBNJ).

2.The High Seas constitute about 64% of the ocean surface.

3.The High Seas Treaty, once ratified by the requisite number of countries, would 
operate under the Paris Agreement framework.

• Which of the above statements is/are correct?

• a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 1, 2, and 3





• Background:

• Amid concerns over 81-year-old Joe Biden's fitness to stay in the race 
for the White House, there have been calls for the President to take a 
cognitive test to determine the level of his mental acuity.

• 81 वषीय जो बाइिने की व्हाइट हाउस की दौड़ में बने रहने की 
कफटनेस को लेकर थचतंाओं के बीच, राष्ट्ट्रपनत को उनकी मानससक 
तीक्ष्णता के स्तर का ननधाडरण करने के सलए एक संज्ञानायमक परीक्षण 
लेने के सलए कहा गया है।



• Definition of Cognitive Test:

• A cognitive test checks for problems with cognition, which includes 
brain functions such as thinking, learning, remembering, and using 
judgment and language.

• एक संज्ञानायमक परीक्षण संज्ञानायमक समस्याओ ंकी जांच करता है, 
जजसमें सोचने, सीखने, याद रखने और ननणडय और भाषा का उपयोग 
करने जसैी मजस्तष्ट्क की कक्रयाएं शासमल हैं।



• Purpose and Process:

• Cognitive testing is a structured and validated process that seeks to 
identify deficits, understand their occurrence, and determine which 
parts of the brain they affect.

• संज्ञानायमक परीक्षण एक संरथचत और मान्य प्रकक्रया है जो घाटे की 
पहचान करने, उनकी घटना को समझने और यह ननधाडररत करने का 
प्रयास करती है कक वे मजस्तष्ट्क के ककन दहस्सों को प्रभाववत करते हैं।



• Based on the test results, a diagnosis is made on whether the subject 
has cognitive impairment, dementia, or pseudo-dementia, and 
interventions are suggested.

• परीक्षण पररणामों के आधार पर, यह ननदान ककया जाता है कक ववषय 
को संज्ञानायमक दबुडलता, मनोभ्रंश या छद्म मनोभ्रंश है या नहीं, और 
हस्तके्षप का सुझाव ददया जाता है।



• For Whom is This Test Recommended:

• People with memory deficits, those who 
think they are losing memory, have difficulty 
focusing, or whose mind is not working as 
they think it should, should take the test.

• स्मनृत घाटे वाले लोग, जो सोचते हैं कक वे 
स्मनृत खो रहे हैं, ध्यान कें दद्रत करने में 
कदठनाई हो रही है, या जजनका मजस्तष्ट्क उस 
तरह से काम नहीं कर रहा है जसैा उन्हें
लगता है कक उन्हें परीक्षण लेना चादहए।



• Age Factor:

• Age is a significant factor in cognitive decline, with the risk of 
dementia increasing every decade after 60, and becoming very 
significant after age 75.

• उम्र संज्ञानायमक थगरावट में एक महयवपूणड कारक है, जजसमें 60 के 
बाद हर दशक में मनोभं्रश का जोखखम बढ जाता है, और 75 वषड की 
आयु के बाद बहुत महयवपूणड हो जाता है।



• Biden, who is of an age where cognitive impairment is particularly 
high, has refused to undergo any kind of neurological examination, 
including a cognitive test.

• बाइिने, जो उस उम्र के हैं जहां संज्ञानायमक दबुडलता ववशषे रूप से 
उच्च है, ने ककसी भी प्रकार की न्यूरोलॉजजकल परीक्षा, जजसमें एक 
संज्ञानायमक परीक्षण शासमल है, से गजुरने से इनकार कर ददया है।



• Consider the following statements regarding cognitive tests:

1.Cognitive tests evaluate brain functions such as thinking, learning, remembering, 
and using judgment and language.

2.Cognitive tests are recommended only for older adults above the age of 75.

3.The results of cognitive tests can help differentiate between cognitive 
impairment, dementia, and pseudo-dementia.

• Which of the above statements is/are correct?

• a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 1, 2, and 3



Digital Bharat 
Nidhi



• The Department of Telecommunications (DoT) released draft 
rules to operationalise the Digital Bharat Nidhi (DBN), by the 
central government at increasing telecom connectivity in rural 
areas.

•



• Digital Bharat Nidhi was established through 
the Telecommunications Act, 2023. It would replace the 
erstwhile Universal Service Obligation Fund (USOF).

• USOF is a pool of funds generated by a 5 percent Universal 
Service Levy charged upon all the telecom fund operators on 
their Adjusted Gross Revenue (AGR).



• USOF was established in 2003, and has been criticized for 
its underutilization.

• Between 2017 and 2022, the government had collected Rs 41,740 crore as 
part of contributions made by telcos towards the USOF, and only 72 
percent of it has been utilized.

• The money would be used to fund the expansion of telecom networks in 
remote and rural areas, where private companies resist offering their services.

•



• How will the Digital Bharat Nidhi work?

• As per the Telecom Act, contributions made by telecom 
companies towards the Digital Bharat Nidhi will first be credited 
to the Consolidated Fund of India (CFI).

• The Centre will deposit the collected funds to the DBN from 
time to time.



Project PARI



• The Ministry of Culture initiates Project PARI for the 46th 
World Heritage Committee Meeting.

• About

• Project PARI (Public Art of India), seeks to bring forth public 
art that draws inspiration from millennia of artistic heritage while 
incorporating modern themes and techniques.

• Artists from all over the country have come together to create 
the various wall paintings, murals, sculptures and 
installations being prepared under this project.



• The creative canvas inspired by the styles of;
• Phad paintings (Rajasthan), Thangka 

painting (Sikkim/Ladakh), Gond art (Madhya Pradesh), Tanjore 
paintings (Tamil Nadu), and

• Kalamkari (Andhra Pradesh), Alpona art (West Bengal), Cheriyal
painting (Telangana), Pichhwai Painting (Rajasthan), Lanjia
Saura (Odisha), and

• Pattachitra (West Bengal), Bani Thani Painting 
(Rajasthan), Warli (Maharashtra), Pithora
Art (Gujarat), Aipan (Uttarakhand), Kerala Murals (Kerala), Alpana 
art (Tripura) and more.



Fun fact 

• The human heart beats about 100,000 times a day, pumping 
approximately 2,000 gallons (7,570 liters) of blood through your body. 
This incredible organ works tirelessly throughout your life, and by the 
time you reach 70 years old, your heart will have beaten more than 
2.5 billion times!









Thank you 
guys.


