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A quitter never wins and

a winner never quits.

Napoleon Hill
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Death toll since May climbs
to 58; six rhinos among 114
animals killed in Kaziranga

NEWS® PAGE S

Political connections of
stampede accused

under probe
MEWS » PAGE 3

How do we
treat ‘brain-eating
amoeba’?
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Spirited Zimbabwe

stuns India
in first T201

SPORT » PAGE 13

Iranians elect reformist
Pezeshkian as President

ce France Presse
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ran's reformist candi-
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on Saturday won

a run-off presidential elec-

ton against conservative
Saeed Jalili, the Interior Mi-
nistry :

The election came
against a backdrop

heightened regional
stons due to the Gaza war,

me. and domestic dis-
gontent over the state of
iran’s ancrions-hit

Mr. Pezeshkian recetved
more than 16 million votes,
54%, and Jalili
than 13  million,
roughly 44%. out of about
30 million votes cast, elec-
toral authority spokesper-
son Mohsen Eslami said

up from a record low of
about 40% during the first
round.

In his firss comments af-
ter winning, Mr. Pezesh-
kian said the vote was the
start of a “partmership”
with Iran’s people.
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Union Budget to be presented
on July 23, session till Aug. 12

NEW DELHI

The first Union Budget
(202:4-25) of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's third

Hament sessior nc-
a day earlier. The
session wlll on

Gubject 1o

The Interirn Budget for 2024-25
sy,

was presented in Feb:

posted on X on Saturday.
In her address to a joint

Said that the coming Bud.
get would be an impactful

docu he -
ment's farreaching poli-
cies and futuristic vision,
and that sewveral historic
steps and major economic/

parliamentary
Tatr Atiniter Kirem Rijtju

socal would be
©

The pace of reforms
would be accelerated to

The Interim Budget for
202425 w; resented in

rek O'Brien also took to X
to say that it was the “go-
to run

bulldozing of Bills

The special session in
June had witnessed voc!
erous protests by the Op-
position in Parliament on a
range of issues, from the
Agnipath scheme and vio-
lence in Manipur to exami-
nation paper leaks.
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The prototype of the
DRDO-buit indigenous light
tank Zorswar i ready and will
Be subjected to extensive trials,
defence officials said. » PAGE 5
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Committed A Counselling

to deepening
ties, Modi tells
U.K’s Starmer

NEW DELIL

ML Rajeey
HYDERABAD

1n what could

Pradesh

Prime : Act, 2014,
Modi spoke to newly elect- | between Telangana _an

ed UK. Prime Minister Keir | Andhra Pradesh, the Chief

Starmer on Sacurday Ministers of the two States

In a post on X, Mr. Modi A. Revanth Reddy N.

said he had congratulated
Mr. Starmer and remained
committed to “deepening

partnership and
economic tes

robust

for a high-level visit from
the new U.K. government
in the nexx few weeks.
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Iranians elect reformist
Pezeshkian as President

The former Health Minister, who has called for ‘constructive relations’ with West to ‘get Iran out of

isolation; wins run-off against conservative Saeed Jalili; Khamenei congratulates him on victory

ence France-Presse
TEHRAN

ran’s reformist candi-
date Masoud Pezesh-
kian on Saturday won

a run-off presidential elec-
tion against conservative

Saeed Jalili, the Interior Mi-
nistry said.
The election came

against a backdrop of
heightened regional ten-
sions due to the Gaza war,
a dispute with the West ov-
er Iran’s nuclear pro-
gramme, and domestic dis-
content over the state of
Iran’s sanctions-hit
economy.

Mr. Pezeshkian received
more than 16 million votes,
around 54%, and Jalili
more than 13 million,
roughly 44%, out of about
30 million votes cast, elec-
toral authority spokesper-
son Mohsen Eslami said.

Voter turnout was
49.8%, Mr. Eslami added,
up from a record low of
about 40% during the first
round.

In his first comments af-
ter winning, Mr. Pezesh-
kian said the vote was the
start of a “partnership”
with Iran’s people.

Iran’s supreme leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei,
who has the final say on all
major policy issues, con-
gratulated Mr. Pezeshkian.

Mr. Khamenei urged
him to “continue the path
of martyr Raisi and use the
country’s many capacities,
especially the revolution-
ary and faithful youth, for
the comfort of the people
and the progress of the
country. He accused “ene-
mies of the Iranian nation”
of being behind a “scheme
of boycotting the
elections.”

Margin of victory

Alook at the number of votes
polled by the two candidates

MASOUD
PEZESHKIAN

16.3 mn

(53.6%)

SAEED JALILI

13.5mn

(44.3%)

Mr. Pezeshkian is a 69-
year-old heart surgeon
whose only previous go-
vernment experience
came as Health Minister
about two decades ago. He
has called for “construc-
tive relations” with West-
ern countries to “get Iran
out of its isolation”. He fa-
vours the revival of the
2015 nuclear deal between
Iran and global powers.

The U.S. unilaterally
withdrew from the accord
in 2018, reimposing sanc-
tions and leading Iran to
gradually reduce its com-
mitment to its terms.

No difference: U.S.

The U.S. on Monday said it
would make no difference
whether Mr. Pezeshkian or
Mr. Jalili won. State Depart-
ment spokesperson Ve-
dant Patel said there was
no expectation the vote
would “lead to a funda-
mental change in Iran’s di-
rection” or improvement
in human rights.

The election
saw a turnout of

49.8%

AR AN

There were no obvious
celebrations in Iran on Sa-
turday after the final re-
sults were announced, but
some Iranians voiced ap-
proval of the outcome.

“We are very happy that
Mr. Pezeshkian won,” said
Abolfazl, a 40-year-old ar-
chitect who gave only his
first name.

“I expected him to be-
come the president be-
cause we really needed a
literate president to solve
the economic problems of
the people.”

The death of conserva-
tive President Ebrahim Rai-
si in a helicopter crash ne-
cessitated the election,
which was not due until
2025. Under Raisi, Iran
sought improved relations
with China and Russia
while mending ties with
Arab neighbours, chiefly
Saudi Arabia, to avert
deeper isolation.

KEEPER OF REFORM HOPES
» PAGE 9

Dear people of Iran, the
elections are over and this is
just the beginning of our cooperation...
I extend my hand to you and I swear on
my honour that | will not leave you alone
on this path. Do not leave me alone

JD PEZESHKIAN
resident-elect

Task cut out: Masoud Pezeshkian will take
over the reins of Iran amid discontent over the
state of its sanctions-hit economy. GETTY IMAGES

President-elect
asks Iranians to
stick with him

TEHRAN/DUBAI

Masoud Pezeshkian urged the
people of Iran to stick with him
after the presidential run-off
on Friday. “l extend my hand to
you and swear on my honour
that | will not abandon you on
this path. Do not abandon me,”
he said. » PAGE 12

0Odds are against
Pezeshkian’s
vows for change

TEHRAN

Masoud Pezeshkian, who rode
on support from the country’s
main reformist coalition and
many who feared a continued
hardline grip on power, will
face serious challenges
because conservatives still
dominate state institutions, say
analysts. » PAGE 12
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Capital
and largest city

Official languages
Recognised
regional languages

National language

Ethnic groups (2003
estimate)!%]

Demonym(s)

Government

» Supreme Leader
* President

* Vice President

* Speaker of the
Parliament

« Chief Justice

+ Secretary of the
Guardian Council

Legislature

Formation

* Unified as a state

» Achaemenid Empire
« Parthian Empire

+ Sasanian Empire

+ Safavid Iran

+ Afsharid Iran

» Zand dynasty

* Qajar Iran

+» Constitutional
Revolution

« Pahlavi Iran
* Iranian Revolution
« Current Constitution

Tehran
(s 35°41’N 51°25'E

Persian
List of [show]
languages:14!

Persian

All [show]

Iranian

Unitary presidential
theocratic Islamic
republic

Ali Khamenei
Mohammad Mokhber
(acting)

TBD

Mohammad Bagher
Ghalibaf
Gholam-Hossein
Mohseni-Eje'i
Ahmad Jannati

Islamic Consultative
Assembly

c.678 BC

550 BC

247 BC

224 AD

1501

1736

1751

1789

12 December 1905

15 December 1925
11 February 1979
3 December 1979

Area
* Total

« Water (%)

Population
+ 2024 estimate

* Density

GDP (PPP)
« Total

* Per capita

GDP (nominal)
* Total

* Per capita

Gini (2019)

HDI (2022)

Currency

1,648,195 km?
(636,372 sq mi) (17th)

1.63 (as of 2015)/°!

A 89,819,750l7] (17th)

55/km? (142.4/sq mi)
(132nd)

2024 estimate

A $1.855 trillion!®!
(19th)

A $21,22018! (78th)

2024 estimate

A $464.181 billion!®!
(34th)

A $5,310(8] (113th)
40.9°!

A 0.780!10]
high (78th)

Iranian rial (d E/)
(IRR)



Election Outcome:

Reformist candidate Masoud Pezeshkian won the run-off presidential election against
conservative Saeed Jalili.

Pezeshkian received 16.3 million votes (53.6%), while Jalili got 13.5 million votes (44.3%)

ﬁaﬁtmvm-
mm?:na 3FHIGAR AYG USli?ehded o &fedidl TG Sifelall & &erh Isgufd
IoA1d & g8 R H Sfid griaer &l

« USRI & 16.3 AT (53.6%) dic &, Jdfeh SAfoell v 13.5 fAfeTa
(44.3%) dic A




e Election Context:

* The election occurred amid regional tensions, particularly related to Gaza
and a dispute with the West over Iran's nuclear program.

e VVoter turnout was 49.8%, an increase from about 40% in the first round.
» eATd HEII:
ama%shzrddlqu & o g3, Ay & & Imar AR S0 &
AT HRHA T a9 & a1y Jae ¥ Fefal

« AdCSTT UTard 49.8% AT, ST Ugel el o 91T 40% I d¢ I1AT
AT |




e Background of Pezeshkian:

 Masoud Pezeshkian is a 69-year-old heart surgeon and former Health
Minister.

e He advocates for "constructive relations" with Western countries and aims
to revive the 2015 nuclear deal.

» I TRFIT HT JESIHA:
H‘H‘dﬁﬁf\ma%a@ﬁweqq Hole 3N 9qd &g #H47 gl

- g5 G SRl &A1Y "HIHACHS H‘q"éﬁ" $T gl I & 3R
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 Reactions:

* Iran's Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei congratulated Pezeshkian and
urged him to use his authority for the benefit of the people.

 Some Iranians, like architect Abolfazl, expressed approval of the outcome,
emphasizing the need for a president to address economic problems.

- gfafshame:
+ ST & Haled Al HATded el THAS o JATRHTe I ar 3R
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* International Relations:

* The U.S. stated that Pezeshkian's victory would not fundamentally
change its stance on Iran's direction or human rights.

» 3TARGAT o gl Toh AATRIA T ST T T I o T
ATAAITYRRI X 39hT 9@ Alfdler §T H el dcoldM|




* Challenges Ahead:

* Pezeshkian faces significant challenges in implementing changes due
to the conservative dominance in state institutions.

- 3 Y Il
» UATRFTT I AT TEATT H Figdlicdl & JUEd & HRUT
RIS N el H HEaqOT Al AT T ATHAT FIAT TS|




* Over the years, India's trade with Iran has seen significant
fluctuations. In 2019-20, India’s imports from Iran, primarily crude ail,
fell by about 90% to USD 1.4 billion compared to USD 13.53 billion in
2018-19.

* Also, Iran has seen a depletion of its rupee reserves in the vostro
account, affecting its ability to import key Indian commodities like
basmati rice and tea.



BRIDGING THE GAP

Indian presence in Chabahar is expected to offset
Chinese presence in Pakistani port of Gwadar

© COST CUTTER The port
will be used to ship crude oil
and urea, greatly reducing

India’s transportation costs

© AFGHAN CONNECT
A railway line, to be built by
Ircon International, will

connect Chabahar port to
Zahedan on Afghan border

© BIGGER LINK The port
will link to International
North-South Transport Cor-
ridor that will connect India
with Azerbaijan, Turkmeni-
stan and other Central Asian
trading partners
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* Consider the following statements regarding the recent presidential election in Iran:

1.Masoud Pezeshkian, a reformist candidate, won the run-off presidential election against
conservative Saeed Jalili.

2.The voter turnout in the election was around 60%, significantly higher than in the first
round.

3.Pezeshkian has called for the revival of the 2015 nuclear deal and aims to establish
constructive relations with Western countries.

 Which of the above statements is/are correct?

* 3a)1and2only
b) 1 and 3 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d)1,2,and 3
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DRDO unveils
indigenous light
tank Zorawar

NEW DELHI

The prototype of the
DRDO-built indigenous light
tank Zorawar is ready and will
be subjected to extensive trials,
defence officials said. » PAGE 5




DRDO unveils country’s indigenous light tank Zorawar

Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

The prototype of the coun-
try’s indigenous light tank
Zorawar is ready and will
soon be subjected to exten-
sive trials, Defence officials
has said.

The tank, unveiled on
Saturday, was jointly deve-
loped by the Defence Re-
search and Development
Organisation (DRDO) along
with Larsen & Toubro as
the lead integrator. The
tank is currently powered
by a Cummins engine, and
the DRDO has taken up a
project to develop a new
engine domestically, offi-
cials said.

“It has been developed
from the drawing board
within the shortest possi-
ble time and capable of op-
eration in the most chal-
lenging environment on
earth: extreme weather
and extreme height with
minimal logistic support in
high-altitude area along
the northern border,” a De-
fence official said.

The first prototype is
ready after factory accep-
tance. Shortly, it will be
subjected to internal trials
in the field area and the-
reafter handed over to the
users for trials, the source
stated.

As part of developmen-
tal trials, over the next six

On test: The Zorawar light tanks
2027. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

months, the tank will be
tested in various condi-
tions including summer,
winter and high altitude,
another source said. “The
tank is planned to be hand-

Rt |

will be inducted into the Army by

ed over to the Army for us-
er trials by August 2025.”
Initially, a German en-
gine was identified as the
best suitable to power the
light tank. However, its

procurement got delayed
due to export clearances
from Germany. While the
German government did
approve it, officials said it
was too late and was delay-
ing the project. So, the
tank was developed with
an engine powered by
Cummins and the compa-
ny has agreed to assemble
it in India, one of the sourc-
es cited above said.

The DRDO has taken up
a project to develop a pow-
er pack for the light tank as
a new 1,400-HP engine is
also under development
for the Arjun MKIA main
battle tank, sources added.

In April 2021, the Army
had issued a Request For

-

Information for the pro-
curement of 350 light
tanks weighing less than 25
tonnes in a phased man-
ner, along with perfor-
mance-based  logistics,
niche technologies, engi-
neering support package,
and other maintenance
and training requirements.

Following this, the
DRDO and the L&T teamed
up to develop a light tank
indigenously along with
many Micro, Small and Me-
dium Enterprises who
have been roped in for va-
rious sub-system develop-
ment to encourage indige-
nous development of
Defence weapon platform
through industry.

A v



* Introduction of Light Tank Zorawar:

* The Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO)
unveiled the prototype of the indigenous light tank named Zorawar.

* The tank was developed in collaboration with Larsen & Toubro (L&T).
+ o ¢ SIRTEY &1 IR=:

» T&TT 3TN 3R {9 darasT (DRDO) 71 TR godh <o
SIRTAY "Rl WeIesy Uer foma

- 3 A A US ol (L&T) & T HgINT H Aonfad fohar
9T AUT|




* Development and Features:

e Zorawar is powered by a Cummins engine, and DRDO is working on
developing a new domestic engine.

* |t has been designed to operate in challenging environments, including
extreme weather and high-altitude areas along the northern border.

. @ 3T v

+ JINTAY Ueh HiAH Solel GanT HAeld &, 3{N DRDO Ueh AT B[

golel [Qhfad Sl 9T I X T@T g
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* Trials and Induction:
* The first prototype is ready for factory acceptance and will undergo extensive internal trials.

* Over the next six months, it will be tested in various conditions, such as summer, winter, and high
altitude.

* The tank is expected to be handed over to the Army for user trials by August 2025 and inducted
into the Army by 2027.

qiaTor 3R AT
» Ugell WIelersy haedl Tihfd & v dIR & 3 ea9sh 3HTdReE qdeior & e
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SITQITT |

- & A IET 2025 I ITAMhAT TIET0T & AT AT & HI S 3R 2027 doh el
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Challenges and Solutions:

Initially, a German engine was planned, but delays in export clearances led to the
development of an alternative engine powered by Cummins and assembled in India.

The Army had issued a Request for Information (RFI) in April 2021 for the procurement of
350 light tanks weighing less than 25 tonnes in a phased manner.

- AT AR FHATT:
+ IR H, Th STHed Soled ol Jlolell dol1s 15 AT, olfched AT FASr & ¢ &
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e Tl o 3T 2021 H 25 T A hHA Joled dret 350 gooh ¢ohl I THIE & AT
Teh AT TN (RFI) STRY foham Tl




Collaboration and Future Plans:

DRDO and L&T collaborated with several Micro, Small, and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs)
for the development of various subsystems.

Efforts are being made to encourage indigenous development of defense weapon
platforms through industry collaboration.

AT 3R HiasT i A

» DRDO 3R L&T o faffieet uwuniodt & faemd & fav & g, oy 3R AvgH
3CTAT (MSMEs) & HTY HeIET fohT|

« 3T HEART & ATEIA G 8T gfIIR ColchiAl & Facell fasra & dicarigd
Fld & I U ST | &



& 3TEYH U4 fderg Hire

Raksa Anasandhan Evam Vikas Sangathan

Logo of DRDO

Agency overview

Formed 1958; 66 years ago
Headquarters DRDO Bhavan, New Delhi,
India
Motto "Strength's Origin is in
Science"l!
Sanskrit: e et faFHq
Employees 30,000 (5,000 scientists)!?]

Annual budget A 323,264 crore
(US$2.8 biIIion)(2022—23)[3]

Minister Rajnath Singh, Minister of
responsible Defence

Agency Sameer V. Kamat,
executive Chairman, DRDO!“!

Parent agency Ministry of Defence



e Consider the following statements regarding the recently unveiled indigenous light tank Zorawar:

1. The light tank Zorawar was developed by the Defence Research and Development Organisation
(DRDO) in collaboration with Larsen & Toubro (L&T).

2.The tank is powered by a domestically developed engine right from its first prototype.

3.The tank is designed to operate in challenging environments, including extreme weather and
high-altitude areas.

 Which of the above statements is/are correct?

* a)1land2only
b) 1 and 3 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d)1,2,and 3
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A DAY fter Keir Starmer bed the
Labour kndslide toend 14 years
of Conservative rule in the

PM Modi speaks to
Starmer, invites him
to India; both agree to
work on sealing FTA

‘%‘I

Modi congratuiated Starmer

& charge and on the
rerarkable v of his Labour
Pasty in the election. He also in-
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RUN-OFF ELECTION
ONLY “THE LORD
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Muralitharan to
Emaar, big players
queue for land to
set up shop in J&K

Kashinir division, official

ARUN SHARMA
KATHUA JULY &

FROM LEGENDARY Sci Lankan
spenes
Dubai based Emaar Group to
Indiax's Kandhari Beverages Pvt
Led and [r——
and Kashmir has received re-
quests from a wide spectrum of
players for allotment of Lind to
set up their ventures, which

uEnpirvestments wosth
ower 21.23 fakh crore into the
Union Territory. officials have
tokd The fdi
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Two encounters break
out in Valley, 1 soldier
and 4 militants kllled
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'O ENCOUNTERS were u:
derway in South Kashmir's
Kulgam district on Saturday

£ at Frisal 7 sus-
Tained fatal injurses in the first
encounter. officials said.

Securit
on Saturday: s

ing to an exchang

with the militants was estab-
lished during a cordon-and-
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since the formation of the state
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in Uttarakhand’s mountains, a first: 9

of residents have moved out, too.
Lok Sabha and
Assembly elections. these
grant voters cast their ballot at
potling statsons that were clos-
5T £o the Jocations they s
in at that time, said Chamoli
District Magistrate Himanshu
Khurana.

Rawas, who is a health com-
munication icer in
prayag, said: “This will be

lower  sititude.

Rawat is one of 3,838 mi-
grants fron nthe
Gioartes winccan ke o thiels
ARl ist g 2l e

and

h.indp'.vy.\g They recurn afier
begins and

the weather

parental village for any clection.
l‘olllng for Lok Sabha or
Assembly elections has never
been heid in my village after
o 5

cHina

Badrinath
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Dronagiri village in Chamoli district is located

Uttarakhand
Sean altirude of 13,000 feet. fapen
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villages get polling booths

Mana — are located neas the in-
ternational border with China.
Mana, ~firss Endtian vil-
lage™. is also a tousist attraction.
These

Rawat said the journey to his

have to make a few halts and

Halts will also be required be-

ter Congress MLA
Rajendra Singh Bhandari re-
March

Each of these nine villages
yill have polling stations.

and joined the BJP. The BJP has
fielded Bhandari while the
Congress has fieided Lakhpat
Singh Butola There are two
other candidates. including an

ploytd for them will have to fol-
the same



Bandhan Bank
appoints Ratan
Kumar Kesh as

interim MD & CEO

PIYUSH SHUKLA
MUMBAI, JULY 6

THE BOARD of private sector
lender Bandhan Bank on
Saturday approved the appoint-
ment of Ratan Kumar Kesh as
interim Managing Director
(MD) and Chief Executive
Officer (CEQ) of the bank with
effect from July 10. The present
MD and CEO, Chandra Shekhar
Ghosh, is set to retire on July 9.
"Pursuant to the approval of
the Reserve Bank of India and
on the basis of the recommen-
dation of the Nomination and
Remuneration Committee, the
Board of Directors of the Bank,
at its meeting held today, has
approved the appointment of
Mr Ratan Kumar Kesh, execu-
tive director and chief operat-
ing officer, asinterim MD & CEO
of the bank with effect from July
10 for a period of three months
or till a new MD & CEO takes
charge, whichever is earlier,”
the bank said in an exchange fil-
Ing,.
On July 4, FE was the first to
report that the bank's board
was likely to meet this week to
appoint a new interim CEO,

NEW MANAGING
DIRECTOR

M Kesh joined Bandhan
Bank as ED in March
2023 and is also serving
as the chief operating
officer of the bank

M He has previously
worked with ICICI
Bank, HDFC Bank, Yes
Bank and Axis Bank

with executive directors Kesh
and Rajinder Kumar Babbar in
the running. Kesh, being senior-
most ED at the bank, had an
edge.

Kesh joined Bandhan Bank
as ED in March 2023 and is also
serving as the chief operating
officer of the bank. He has pre-
viously worked with ICICI Bank,
HDFC Bank, Yes Bank and Axis
Bank.

In April, Bandhan Bank
founder Ghosh declared that he
will retire at the end of his third
tenure on July 9, 2024. He
would, however, continue to
have a 'larger strategic’ role at
the group level. FE




Founded
Founders

Headquarters

Number of
locations

Area served

Key people

Products

Revenue
Operating
income

Net income

Total assets

Number of
employees

2015 (9 years ago)
Chandra Shekhar Ghosh

Kolkata, West Bengal, India

6,297 Banking outlets
[11(2023)

India

Dr. Anup Kumar Sinha
(Chairman)

Chandra Shekhar Ghosh
(MD & CEO)

Retail banking
Corporate banking
Investment banking
Mortgage loans

Private banking

Wealth management
Asset management
Investment management
Mutual funds
Exchange-traded funds
Index funds

Credit cards

Risk management

A 18,373 crore
(US$2.2 billion) (2023)

v %7,091 crore
(US$850 million) (2023)

A 2,195 crore
(US$260 million) (2023)

A 155,770 crore
(US$19 billion) (2023)

75,500+ (2024) (2]
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® ASKS FOR DETAILS IN BOLD, BIGGER FONT SIZE

FSSAI red-flags salt, sugar & fat

Regulator approves
changes in nutritional
information labelling

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, July 6

FOOD REGULATOR FSSAI on
Saturday approved changes in
nutritional information
labelling on packaged food
items, proposing that total salt,
sugar and saturated fat should
be displayed in bold letters as
well as bigger font size.

The FSSAI will issue a draft
notification on this and seek
comments from stakeholders.

Inan official statement, Food
Safety and Standards Authority
of India (FSSAI) said it has
approved "a proposal to display
nutritionalinformation regard-

THE AMENDMENT

B Empowers
consumers to
understand the
nutritional value of
products

ing total sugar, salt and satu-
rated fatinboldlettersand rela-
tively increased font size on
labels of packaged food items".
The decision to approve the
amendment in the Food Safety
and Standards (Labelling and

Combat the
rise of non-
communicable
diseases

M The per serve
percentage
contribution to
recommended
dietary
allowances

will be in

bold letters

B FSSAIl to issue
a draft
notification,
seek comments
from
stakeholders

Display) Regulations, 2020
regarding nutritional informa-
tion labelling was taken in the
44th meeting of the Food
Authority,held underthe chair-
manship of Apurva Chandra,
chairperson, FSSAL

"The amendment aims to
empower consumers to better
understand the nutritional
value of the product they are
consuming and make healthier
decisions,'the regulator said.

The draft notification for
the said amendment would
now be put in the public
domain for inviting sugges-
tions and objections.

The information regarding
per serve percentage (%) con-
tribution to recommended
dietary allowances (RDAs)
would be given in bold letters
for total sugar, total saturated
fat and sodium content, the
FSSAIsaid.

The regulator said that
regulation 2 (v) and 5(3) of
FSS (Labelling and Display)
Regulation, 2020 specifies
requirements to mention
serving size and nutritional

information on the food
product label, respectively.

"Along with empowering
consumers make healthier
choices,the amendment would
also contribute towards efforts
to combat the rise of non-com-
municable diseases (NCDs) and
promote publichealth and well-
being,'the statement said.

The prioritisation of the
development of clear and dis-
tinguish labelling requirements
would helpinthe global effort to
combat NCDs. FSSAI said it has
been issuing advisories from
timetotimetoprevent falseand
misleading claims.

These include advisories
senttoe-commercewebsites for
removal of the term 'Health
Drink'asitis notdefined orstan-
dardised anywhere under the
FSS Act 2006 or rules/regula-
tions made thereunder.



Food Safety and Standards
Authority of India

fssai

Regulatory authority overview
Formed 5 September 2008!"!
Jurisdiction India

Headquarters New Delhi

Regulatory Sudhansh Pant,

authority Chairpersonl?]

executives Ganji Kamala V. Rao,
Chief Executive
Officerl3]

Parent Regulatory Ministry of Health &
authority Family Welfare,
Government of India



FSSAI Approves Changes in Nutritional Information Labelling:

The Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) has approved changes in the
nutritional information labelling on packaged food items.

The new proposal requires that total salt, sugar, and saturated fat be displayed in bold
letters and in a larger font size.

FSSAI Y INUT FaT e F aqerd &1 Aol 4r:

ARAT Wed GI&T 3R HAlelsh FITUHIUT (FSSAI) & Uohos Wied Yaril 9 9ivor
I oidfoiel # Gelrd H Fol & B

+ U S¥ATd H_&Hel FAHD, il I FJod Td@T Al dies 3HER 3§35 Biee
IR F FeRla #el HT ITaRTHT |




 Amendment Goals:

* The amendment aims to empower consumers to better understand the
nutritional value of the products they consume.

* |t seeks to combat the rise of non-communicable diseases (NCDs) by
promoting healthier dietary choices.

. FOMeIT & o8

» TN HT 3T SYHIFAIIN I 3eTeh GaRT 39T fhT S arol
3cqTel & GIYOT Hed I gl &I ¥ A H HETH T g

+ THHAT 32T TAEY @R fdshedl I derdr ot IR-TaRT N9l
(NCDs) I gefer &l Jehell &




* Draft Notification and Public Comments:

* FSSAIl will issue a draft notification for the said amendment and invite suggestions
and objections from the public.

* The information regarding the per serve percentage contribution to
recommended dietary allowances (RDAs) will also be provided in bold letters.

- #&leT IFfAgEeT IR wdfas feoaforr:

-F55A|mﬂam$ﬁvwn@a£fﬁwaﬁm3ﬂ?m@r
gt 3 3mafaar AT S

m%riil?r m ﬂ?ﬁgDAs)?ﬁf gfd JaRT ITdAd IRETT hl ATedehiTr 3T
dreg 38T A




* Regulation Details:

* The decision was taken during the 44th meeting of the Food Authority
chaired by Apurva Chandra.

 The amendments are part of the Food Safety and Standards (Labelling and
Display) Regulations, 2020.

- RAfATAT Qg
- Ig AU 39T Tg $r ETETdT H Wieh TITeRor $ir 4447 o &
a1 forar aram |

- T Wed TIET 3R A (Adfelar 3R geee) fafaa#d, 2020
1. feear g1




* FSSAIl has been issuing advisories to prevent false
and misleading claims on food products.

* |t has also directed e-commerce websites to remove
the term "Health Drink" from products unless the
term is defined or standardized under the FSS Act
2006 or related regulations.

 faRea a4
» FSSAITIEY 3cUlel W IS 3R HTHS gral &l
Uchar & TOIT TG Y 8T 6
. -HIAY ATHSCT &l 3cTal & "Eareey
g?%?&’aﬁaaﬁa?rﬁﬁﬁé%rm?dq b '
for Ig AUsc Fss AV TAIA 2006 IT GafdT

/

fafeaAT & dgd IRANT A1 ARSI 7 &l




* Consider the following statements regarding the recent changes approved by FSSAI in nutritional
information labelling:

1. The FSSAI has mandated that total salt, sugar, and saturated fat must be displayed in bold letters
and in a larger font size on packaged food items.

2.The changes aim to help consumers understand the nutritional value of products and combat
non-communicable diseases (NCDs).

3.The term "Health Drink" has been standardized under the FSS Act 2006 and related regulations,
according to the new guidelines.

 Which of the above statements is/are correct?

* a)1land2only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d)1,2,and 3



MONDAY roLLOW US

July =, 2024 Brtpes/inewsth. live/ b

cwsth live whatsapp
INTERNATIONAL cwsth liverx.
EDITION Ertps imewsth live/ie
15 Pages
Vol.2 - No. 162

Gomw s oeenee 5 Gogen = meeee s esea s wem = = S vt ® weeeein s e s Voowegus w vaie s meet 5 weei e wemeen s waems 5 g w  loiees ® Gomes s sww

Xv.:m [ —— 3
law in India

SHORING UP TIES

Modi begins

BORDER SITUATION

Kharge attacks Centre
over Chinese incursions

NEWS » PAGE &

two-day

Russia

visit today

NEWS » PAGE 5

nEW worRY
Answer key for CUET
inaccurate: students

NEWS » PAGE €

It must

ensure
development, but ina
irection

low-carbon di

EDITORIAL » PAGE 8

DRAWING LEVEL
India routs Zimbabwe
in second T201

SPORT » PAGE 16

New private investiment plans
slumped to 20-year low in Ql

Just I«H.JOU crore of fresh outlays announced by

orates: the curn:pundmg penod in lhe p.b‘( ﬁn.nd.nl vear recurded

~Noa

new

Vikas Dhoot
NEW DELHI

an  exceptionally

slow start to_private
capital expenditure in

this financial year, new in-

in a waitand-watch
mode.” sald Bank of Baro-
chief economist Madan

investmen
up in the comi

ptionally low"
While the Apriljune quar-
‘have lower in-

s of nearly 379 lakh crore: i

Investment dips

3!

& hiaa Deen excaptionaly
low this year, the bank's

a part of the tepid
in Q1

for its inquiry into the Hathras vestment plans in the ‘I
stampede, a probe panel country slumped to a 20-
member said on Sunday when year the April-to- ter I‘E'nds w
2sked if self-styled godman June quarter, with just vestme:
Bhole Baba, will also be 244,300 crore of fresh out-
questioned. » PAGE 2 ys  announced by

The frst quarter of
Naidu, 2023-24 new in-

transfer
agree on of nearly 7.9 kakh crore, my (CMIE).
of 5 panchayats while outlays worth 212 35 While
an-  investment levels

YD nounced in the Jan:

ERABAD
The meeting of Telangana

nary-to-
March quarter. In all, last
year had seen investment
an: ements  worth
271 lakh crore,
cond

in the last quarter could
that the indastry Toas reen

could be explained by in-
adopting a wait-
and-warch approsch amid
the Lok Sabha election,
this tally is far lower than
the corresponding quar-
terk dharing che Lok Subli
elecs in 2034 and 2019,
New investment
Q1 of 201415 were at €2.9
lakh crore and 21 lakh
crore in QI of 201920,

Svasce: cvar

s factor for the
slowdown could be that
the last two years have
seen high investment an-
nouncements that are yet

d to be
seen whether there is any
major pick-up in the se-
cond guarter considering
that the Budget will be an-
ntnanced coly tcyrants the
end of July.... A good

soon and steady d
during the festival season
would be the time when
wvestment could increase at

a faster pace.” the Bank of
Baroda report concluded.
Data on corporate bond
issuances as well as bank
credit flows for QI seem to
corroborate the trend of
slowing investment plans,
the report noted. Corpo-
bond issues fell sharp-
ly from 22.86 Lakh crore in
st quarter of 202324
to 2173 lakh crore in Q1

pril
June 34, trethental bani

credit was ¥2.78 lakh crore

as against £3.78 lakh crore

last year, with growth slip-

Ping to 1.7% from 2.5% last
ar.

year.
‘Within the ¥44,000-0dd
crore investments

and june 2024, the fall in
value of mvestment an-
ements was 7.4

With two more
killed, six militants
dead in operation
at J&K’s Kulgam

j 2 3ite.

new announced
ye:
This partern would be
olmerved i fhe comlog
qua se plans
are unlllul)' o e resared
until the earlier orders are
executed fully, the bank’s
economists noted.

Gaza sTRIP
A dary after 3 UN-run schood in
the centrai Nuseirat refugee.
camp in Gaza was hit kiling 16
perzen; 2z

enclave’s cvil defence agency
s3d 2 strike on Sunday on 3
school sheltering displaced
Paiestinians killed at least four
people. » PAGE 14

Pezeshkian to be
sworn in as Iran
President in Aug.

TEMRA

Repubiic's ninth President.
Iranian Presiderts-clect are
required to take 2n oath before
parliament before officially
taking office. » PAGE 14

Clearing the way

Road to repairs: An earthmover removes boulders from the Chamoli-8adrinath Natioral Highway following 3 Landslip on Sundsy. Axi

India is facing
highest rate of
joblessness in
45 years: Cong.

NEW DELHI

e Congress on S
pointed out reasons for th
Becimation of MSMEs in
the country that provided
employment
number of .
“With his economic pol-
icles that favour only large
erates, the Prime

Jatram Ramesh said.

FuLL REPORT
»PAGE 4

SRINAGAR

Wwith two more

the  operations at
stretched on from the pre-
vious evening.

Two soldiers were killed
in the gunfight with
militants.

Separately, one soldier
was injured in a militant at-
tack at Rajouri.

“There -
counters at separate plac-
es. The bodies Six terro-
rists have been recovered
50 far,” Jammu & Kashmir
Director-General of Police
RRSwainsaid.

ice and the Ar-

encounser sites a Chini.
and

gam and Motergam, where
Security forces circled two
locations hid-

and engaged
ing militants in Arefghts
on S 3
“Once the operation s
fully over, we will be able
to find out
and

take the fight to its “logical

soon,
h the enemy won't

stop from its activities™.
Officials said one soldier

Lance Naik Pardeep Ku-
mar and Sepoy Pravin Jan-
jal Prabhakar.

The Chinar Corps Com-
mander, the J&K Chief Se-
cretary, and the J&K DGP
paid homage to the de-
ceased jawans.

ar Warriors salute
el o
both

ing." a spekesperson of the
Army said.

Rajouri attack
One sokdier was injured as
militants mounted an at-
tack on an Army installa-
tion in Rajouri on Sunday.
Officials said militants
fired at an Army camp
the Manjakot area at Ga-
luthi in Rajouri around 4

Fire that contirued for half:
an-hour.

Exit polls put French
left bloc on course to
defeat far-right RN

France Presse

PARIS

A loose alliance of French
wing parties thrown to-
ge(her for snap elections
on course on Sunday
m b«.on-e the biggest par-
Iian\en(ary blo< and eat
ording to
okt pro]ecled results.
The N

anuel Macron called
snap elections, brin o
gether socialists, greens,
communists and the hard-

presidential
candidate Marine Le Pen’s
National Rally (RN) led the
race after the June 30 first
<3

round, with opinion polis
prediceing that she would

in
Patiament Sher Sunday’s

cron’s centrist Ensemble
and Ms. Le Pen’s euroscep-
nti RN,

Red flags raised over silver imports from UAE through GIFT City

NEW DELHI

In a major disruption for

losses for the exchequer
over time.

trade research body
has sought a probe thto the
benn en ex-

tic, S
However, according to
projected results, the left-

the National Rally 115 to 155
seats.

FULL REPORT
» PAGE 14

and o
rupting traditional import
practices and market dy-
namics.

india’s imports of gold

24 to $10.7 billion. Total sil-
ver imports stood at $5.4

billion.
In May, 57% of India's
gobal siiver imports came
a reduced

<
ports are virtually

Earlier artempts by
some banks to import si-
ver from the UAE thi

th

Tnitiative . (GTRD
flagged in a report.
“The key concern Is

Indis’s imports of gold and silver from the UAE had jumped 2109 in
cerTy

202324 to $10.7 bilkon.

how the imports cleared
through GIFT City meet
the rules of origin require-

ments s d in the In-
dia-UAE CEPA [Compre-
hensive Economic

BaAGES! STOCKPHOTO

reign Trade (DGF im-
powt: tha preclon mmatal
“T City ex-

v\hen importers from oth-

1 ports fail to meet these.”
h noted. India levies a 15%
import duty on silver and

change Tiacs not et im
ports to RBI/DGFT-nomi-
nated agencies, registers
private traders, and has

found no rules of ortgin is-
d by customs

reduce e di n silver
mports to 0% over 10
years, subject to Dubal ex-

T

is driven solely by the tariff

asbitrage offered by India.”
varned.

GTR

“the key concern is
how imports  cleared
through GIFT City
the rules of origin require-
ments specified in the In-
dia-UAE FTA when impor-
ters from other port fail to

pliers may be the same in
cases. There i appre-
hension that imports from
GIET Chiy Jmighs violata
of ondstions,”
GTRI chief Ajay Srivastava
sasd. GTRI has mooted a re-
negotiation of the CEPA
terms to nullify the duty ar-
bitrage, and more rigorous

v
the GIFT City exchange
and a “thorough investiga-
tion into the relationships

address any
flicts ‘of intarcst or familial

ties
1t had also suggested




New private investment plans
slumped to 20-year low in Q1

Just 744,300 crore of fresh outlays announced by corporates; the corresponding period in the past financial year recorded

new investment announcements of nearly 379 lakh crore; investors adopting a wait-and-watch approach, says economist

Vikas Dhoot
NEW DELHI

n an exceptionally
lslow start to private

capital expenditure in
this financial year, new in-
vestment plans in the
country slumped to a 20-
year low in the April-to-
June quarter, with just
344,300 crore of fresh out-
lays  announced by
corporates.

The first quarter of
2023-24 recorded new in-
vestment announcements
of nearly ¥7.9 lakh crore,
while outlays worth 12.35
lakh crore were an-
nounced in the January-to-
March quarter. In all, last
year had seen investment
announcements  worth
%271 lakh crore, the se-
cond highest in 10 years.

“Since the economy has
been growing steadily, the
only reason to explain the
sluggish investment plans
in the last quarter could be
that the industry has been

in a  wait-and-watch
mode,” said Bank of Baro-
da chief economist Madan
Sabnavis, who hoped that
investments should pick
up in the coming quarters.

‘Exceptionally low’
While the April-June quar-
ter tends to have lower in-
vestment announcements,
it has been exceptionally
low this year, the bank’s
economic research depart-
ment said in a note based
on data from the Centre for
Monitoring Indian Econo-
my (CMIE).

While a part of the tepid
investment levels in Q1
could be explained by in-
vestors adopting a wait-
and-watch approach amid
the Lok Sabha election,
this tally is far lower than
the corresponding quar-
ters during the Lok Sabha
elections in 2014 and 2019.
New investment plans in
Q1 of 2014-15 were at 32.9
lakh crore and %2.1 lakh
crore in Q1 of 2019-20.

Investment dips

New investment announcements slipped to a 20-year low at
344,300 core in the first quarter of the year
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Another factor for the
slowdown could be that
the last two years have
seen high investment an-
nouncements that are yet
to run their course.

“It would need to be
seen whether there is any
major pick-up in the se-
cond quarter considering
that the Budget will be an-
nounced only towards the
end of July.... A good mon-
soon and steady demand
during the festival season
would be the time when in-
vestment could increase at

March Dec.
2017 2023

Source; CMIE

Sept.
2009

a faster pace,” the Bank of
Baroda report concluded.
Data on corporate bond
issuances as well as bank
credit flows for Q1 seem to
corroborate the trend of
slowing investment plans,
the report noted. Corpo-
rate bond issues fell sharp-
ly from ¥2.86 lakh crore in
the first quarter of 2023-24
to ¥1.73 lakh crore in Q1
this year, with over three-
quarters raised by finan-
cial services players.
Between April 1 and
June 14, incremental bank

credit was 32.78 lakh crore
as against ¥3.78 lakh crore
last year, with growth slip-
ping to 1.7% from 2.5% last
year.

Within the ¥44,000-odd
crore investments an-
nounced over Ql, manu-
facturing outlays dominat-
ed with a 46.4% share
followed almost evenly by
electricity and services.

“Interestingly, over the
period between June 2023
and June 2024, the fall in
value of investment an-
nouncements was 7.4
lakh crore. Of this, the ma-
jor dip was accounted for
by the transport services
sector at 61%,” the report
said, linking this to the air-
line industry’s plans to buy
new aircraft announced
last year.

This pattern would be
observed in the coming
quarters too as these plans
are unlikely to be restored
until the earlier orders are
executed fully, the bank’s
economists noted.




New Private Investment Plans Slumped to 20-Year Low in Q1:

In an exceptionally slow start to private capital expenditure in this financial year, new investment plans
in the country slumped to a 20-year low in the April-June quarter, with just 44,300 crore of fresh

outlays announced by corporates.

fodir oy & el ot sag Y r@eRoT el esfid &, <A & AT A AT el
AT & 20 Ol & e TR W R 718, SHe SRURCH SaRT shdel 44,300 IS & o0
gt i g i TS




Investment Announcements:

The first quarter of 2023-24 recorded new investment announcements of nearly X7.9 lakh
crore, while outlays worth X12.35 lakh crore were announced in the January to March
quarter.

2023-24 1 Ggell fAARY H ST 7.9 I HUS & 0 AT TNYUMT gof H
S, Safeh STeIayr & AT AR & 12.35 M@ RS o Gl sl GV F S|




Reasons for Slump:

The slow investment can be attributed to a wait-and-watch approach by investors due to economic
uncertainty and past high investment levels during election years (2014 and 2019).

A Haer & e AT HR et ant (2014 3R 2019) & SR 3= fFder &
% HROT fIderhl g@RT Idie 3R TfReahIvr I & fov FATR Sgr™ar ST dhdr Bl




e Sectors Affected:

* Manufacturing dominated the new investment outlays in Q1 with
46.4%, followed by electricity and services.

QLA S A ASTAIN A AATOT & FT Yca 46.4% &
iy AT, ok d1G Tdofell 3R AT T TS AT




* Future Projections:

* The Bank of Baroda report suggests that investments might pick up in
the coming quarters as the Budget and festive seasons approach

« v TP F3leT I RUic Jardr g & Foie 3K ARy e &
ddquchgmﬁrésmamaﬁrﬁH@ﬁﬁﬁﬂ%rﬁésﬁm
Hdhdl g




* Question: Consider the following statements regarding the new private investment plans in India:

1. New investment plans in the April-June quarter of 2023-24 slumped to a 20-year low with just
44,300 crore of fresh outlays.

2. Manufacturing dominated the new investment outlays in Q1 with 46.4%.

3.The slowdown in investment plans is due to the high investment announcements in the previous
election years and economic uncertainty.

 Which of the above statements is/are correct?

* a)1land2only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1and 3 only
d)1,2,and 3



Red flags raised over silver imports from UAE through GIFT City

Vikas Dhoot
NEW DELHI

In a major disruption for
the bullion market, almost
all of India’s silver imports
are now being handled by
a few private players bring-
ing the white metal from
Dubai through the GIFT Ci-
ty exchange, which could
cause significant revenue
losses for the exchequer
over time.

A trade research body
has sought a probe into the
relationships between ex-
port and import firms to
identify and address any
potential conflicts of inter-
est, while warning that this
silver market trend could
extend to gold, platinum,
and diamonds, further dis-
rupting traditional import
practices and market dy-
namics.

India’s imports of gold

and silver from the UAE
had jumped 210% in 2023-
24 to $10.7 billion. Total sil-
ver imports stood at $5.4
billion.

In May, 87% of India’s
global silver imports came
from Dubai at a reduced
8% duty and were cleared
through the GIFT City ex-
change in Gandhinagar,
which has been clearing all
silver imports from UAE
since December 2023. Im-
ports from other countries
and ports are virtually
abandoned.

Earlier attempts by
some banks to import sil-
ver from the UAE through
other ports were ques-
tioned for not meeting
rules of origin of the India-
UAE free trade deal, think
tank Global Trade Re-
search Initiative (GTRI)
flagged in a report.

“The key concern is

India’s imports of gold and silver from the UAE had jumped 210% in
2023-24 to $10.7 billion. GETTY IMAGES/ ISTOCKPHOTO

how the imports cleared
through GIFT City meet
the rules of origin require-
ments specified in the In-
dia-UAE CEPA [Compre-
hensive Economic
Partnership Agreement]
when importers from oth-
er ports fail to meet these,”
it noted. India levies a 15%
import duty on silver and

only allows institutions
nominated by the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) and the
Directorate General of Fo-
reign Trade (DGFT) to im-
port the precious metal.
However, the GIFT City ex-
change does not limit im-
ports to RBI/DGFT-nomi-
nated agencies, registers
private traders, and has

found no rules of origin is-
sues as flagged by customs
elsewhere.

Zero tariff

Under the CEPA signed in
2022, India has agreed to
reduce the duty on silver
imports to 0% over 10
years, subject to Dubai ex-
porters meeting the rules
of origin conditions.

“As the tariff becomes
zero over the next eight
years, all silver imports will
likely come from the UAE,
resulting in a revenue loss
of 6,700 crore. This trade
is driven solely by the tariff
arbitrage offered by India,”
GTRI warned.

“The key concern is
how imports cleared
through GIFT City meet
the rules of origin require-
ments specified in the In-
dia-UAE FTA when impor-
ters from other port fail to

meet these. This is strange
as the Dubai-based sup-
pliers may be the same in
both cases. There is appre-
hension that imports from
GIFT City might violate
rules of origin conditions,”
GTRI chief Ajay Srivastava
said. GTRI has mooted a re-
negotiation of the CEPA
terms to nullify the duty ar-
bitrage, and more rigorous
check on Dubai exporters’
value addition claims by
the GIFT City exchange
and a “thorough investiga-
tion into the relationships
between export and im-
port firms to identify and
address any potential con-
flicts of interest or familial
ties”.

It had also suggested
restricting silver imports to
nominated agencies auth-
orised by the RBI and
DGFT to minimise the risk
of misdeclared imports.

A INY



Issue with Silver Imports:

India’s silver imports are majorly handled by private players bringing silver from Dubai
through the GIFT City exchange.

This could lead to significant revenue losses for the Indian government over time.
Y & AT A FATAT:
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Investigation and Concerns:

A trade research body has called for a probe into the relationship between export and
import firms to identify and address potential conflicts of interest.

There are concerns that this trend could extend to other precious metals like gold,
platinum, and diamonds, disrupting traditional import practices and market dynamics.

s 3k Rarm:
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Import Statistics:
India’s imports of gold and silver from the UAE jumped 210% in 2023-24 to $10.7 billion.

In May, 87% of India’s global silver imports came from Dubai at a reduced 8% duty
through the GIFT City exchange.

o AT 3THS:

» 2023-24 H gUs ¥ URA & A IR AT F AT H 210% FT Jef g
$10.7 foforaet gr 1S

+ AS H, AT & dikaeh didT & 87% 3T gs & 8% 1 RATAA Yeh W
GIFT OSr TaradsT & ATEIH O 31T




e Zero Tariff Agreement:

* Under the CEPA signed in 2022, India agreed to reduce the duty on silver imports to 0%
over 10 years, subject to Dubai exporters meeting the rules of origin conditions.

* The reduction in tariffs could lead to revenue losses of 6,700 crore as the trade is driven
by the tariff arbitrage offered by India.

- T Yok AT

« 2022 :ﬁr BEATRTRA CEPAS Tgd, $TRd o1 10 gt # AEr & AT W Aok H
0% e & oA TR TEHI T I, Gt Toh &GI8 & Toidlicieh Scute T et
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 Compliance and Regulations:

* Earlier attempts to import silver from the UAE through other ports were questioned for
not meeting the rules of origin of the India-UAE CEPA.

* The GIFT City exchange does not limit imports to RBI/DGFT-nominated agencies and
registers private traders, which raises concerns about compliance with rules of origin.

- 3re[uTerst 3R R
3T SCIINGl o HATEIH g IIEr 3T el & Ugol & TITET 9T JRd-
WéCEPAﬁTﬁé?ﬁI‘&%WHﬁW%WM gaTel 3017 1T 27|

o GIFT fAEY TaFg<ST 3T &I RBI/DGFT-ATAT TSTaAT deh AT F&r HaT g
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I # =am ¢ Sy g




e Recommendations:
e The GTRI has recom

mended renegotiating the CEPA terms to nullify the duty arbitrage

and ensure rigorous checks on Dubai exporters' value addition claims.

* It has also suggested restricting silver imports to nominated agencies authorized by the
RBI and DGFT to minimize the risk of misdeclared imports.

o TRAwIRa:

« GTRI o odh HACIEAAT Hl YT A 3R & AITaRT & AT Ay« crar

gl
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* Consider the following statements regarding the recent issues raised over silver imports from the
UAE through GIFT City:

1. The majority of India's silver imports are now being handled by private players bringing the metal
from Dubai through the GIFT City exchange.

2.The Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA) between India and UAE allows for a
zero tariff on silver imports over ten years, subject to rules of origin conditions.

3. The GIFT City exchange limits imports to agencies nominated by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
and the Directorate General of Foreign Trade (DGFT).

 Which of the above statements is/are correct?

* a)1land2only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d)1,2,and 3
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Minister backs
CM on land
allocaton
allegations

PYSURY

Karnataka Minister for So-
«cial welfare HL.C. Mahade-

maiah or his wife Farvathi
in the issue of

Naidu, Revanth agree on transfer of
5 panchayats from A.P. to Telangana

The process of re-merger is likely to take some time as the two States need o follow the procedures to get Andhra Pradesh
Reorganisation Act, 2004, amended with the help of the Union government as Parliament had passed the legislation

ML Bajeey
BY DERABAD

he meeting of Te-
langana Chief Mi-
nister A. Revanth

Reddy and his Andhra Pra-
M. Chan-

compensatory site alloca-

pment Authority (MU-
)

Mr, Mahadevappa sald
that the MUDA was ar fault
for illegally acquiring 3.6
acres of land belonging to
Ms. Parvathi and conve

Tt
drababu Naidn, on Samur-
day, the first such afier
four-and-a-half years,
some crucial decirions be-
ing taken.

panchayats around  the
temple town of Bhadracha-
lam from Andhra Pradesh
to Telangana was one of
the issues in focus ahead of

everything
By, he said.

He reiterated what Mr.
siddaramalah stated
recenziy that oo
nor his wife had asked for

scheme and th
vestigated and the guilty
will be punished,~ he said.

the meet-
ing. The two Chief Minis-
ters reportedly reached a
consensus on the remers:
er of the gram panchayats
with Telangana to remove
the difficulties faced by re-

their mesting an 5;

sidents in accessing medi-

cal and other services.
The rwo govenments

planning o expedi-

llnusly mitiats siepa in chis
regard. The process. ho-
15 ILI(ely to take
the two

weve
some
Stanes need 1o follow pro-
cedures for seeking an

SREVANTH_ANUMUILA

Revanth Il=ddyand M. Chandrababu Masdu during
Aty o

amendment to the Andhra

I(hamnum. district, were
P

temple town remained in
Telangana several repre-
senta

the legal issues invodved in
the management of those
remple Lan

This apa:t . people also
face lssues in ng vil-
lages closer 1o S
lam, as they have to cross
he

Za-

wizh consent obtained

o the legislation passed by
Parliament. the Telangana
government will need to
pass a resolution in the As-
sembly seeking the neigh-
bour Srate's coopera-
ton in transferring these
five  panchayars 1o
langana.

Tel X

Once Andhra Pradesh
gives its consent, the issue
would reach the Centre for

T.N. govt. should
hand over Armstrong
case to CBI: Mayawati

CrENmA

BSP leader and former Ut-
tar Pradesh Chief Minkster

manner in which he was
killed showed that there
was “no Law and order in

imtroduced in Pardiament.

‘Hema panel report

Zhe Mingdu Burean

TEURLMANANTHAPURAN

The Women n Cinema Col-
ctive wel-

=]
comed the Kerala State -

ramatah

3.16 acres of land

under immovable proper-
ties. He had o that

slites i vg:yanqp: with a
cumal, of
37,190,959 sq ft. “and vahie
pegged at £8.33 crore.

e release the stema
Committee report, which
has been under wraps for

ment.
The comminee, headed
by Justice K. Hema, was
constituted on the hasis of

CC's request to the

et aimistan i the afie

they can g0

all of us who have been re-

release will ensure justice’

State Information
“ommission ordered
the release of ceport

over four years

lentlessly striving to break

m report once again
surfaces and becomes the
topic of discussion. Sug-

was an exercise of

that this move to reveal the
findings with accountabili-
ey can be an authentic ba-
sls  for real

by address the gender im-
balances and unjust prac-

tices  prevailing  in
industry. It muse see the
light of the day, while the
identity of the survivors
are prat
e aededithon to facilstat
ing the mentloned report,
in the past,
eifectively acted a5 o cata’

sive and balanced work-
spaces,” the WOCC said.

awat said that
Chief Minister M_K. Stalin
LT focus on m: ng
law and order and ensure
securlty for the weaker
sections of soc
“we would like to el
the State government - if
wou do not want to provide
Justice, then we wan this
‘marter to be referred to the
CBI sa that the truth comes
gut, the real culprits are
caught, and we could find
whose hand ks behind
i ferimne. W danet triet

eone

regarding the
crime. they should come
forward bur ne one should

sam
formation

the law inmo their
hands. she said.

r party members
will o thie the Lawr Inte

‘want the State
10 ensure that the family
i@ trong remains
is provided all
- she said.

of Arms
safe and

was ser abous Budd-
hism and iz _mare
Dalits to

raw
Man;

was Inatrumental in 'bul.ld-

ise Vihar near

his home &N Perambur

n growing
]srl[yuvertbe years.

Festive spirit

K5 sudhi
OCH]

The community-wise list of

ma)
munity leaders, especially
Ezhava and Nair communi-
ties, which challenged the

Muslims, 73,703 forward
Christians,
22,542 Latin Catholics and
12627 Pulaya community
members in Kerala govern-

eral secretary of the
Service Society, refused to
comment on the data as he
ismissed it as an unrelia-

the Assemnbly.
indicared that Ezhava and 3

Nair community bers  Constimtional expert
had the highest represen- Mol > termed the
tation in prave ol mmis-

. which included de-
partments and

sl-government and pu-
blic sector enterprises.

was, 108,012 Nairs, 73,774

chievous one as it created a
“false equivalence of the
representation” of Nair
and communities
in the service. It did not
disclose that Ezhava com-
munity  members

mostly employed in low-
estlevel jobs and aften ap-
act basis

pointed on a contract
Snd the Mair community
members had a strangle-
hold on key positions, he
sad.

The government should
release data on representa-
thon of warions communi-
ties by providin

Eovern-
ment-aided or consrolledy;
grades and classes of posts;
and types and modes of
appointment namely tem-

whether ntrment
was by way of reservation
or from the open 3

ployment, M. G
suggested.
The community-wise

list, according to KSCBC of-

Doubts raised over community-wise
list of government staff in Kerala

ficials, was prepared from
data provided by the nodal
officers of warious depart-
memts.

The caste details of em-
ployees  were collected

Commission also follows

Ex-TTD chief
allotted shops
to his aides,
alleges BJP

TrRLPATI

The BJP has accused form-
er legislator and TTO Trust
Board's former chairman

after the change of guard
in the Stat

Kerala varsity to launch genome editing
mission to boost pearl spot production

sOCEHL

Pearl spot farmers in Kera-
la have

breeding them in vasthy un’
controlled  environments

and releasing fingerlings
inte aquac -

volutionise aquaculture as

Gename sditing will help enhane
pesel spots, says Kerala University of Fisheries. @ s

genetically improved
farmed tilapia (GIFT) did
decades aga

Genome editing will tar-
get the genetic make-up of
the fish that inhibits a fas-
eer rate of growth. It will al-

e beeeding and seed praduetian af

50 help enhance breeding

and seed p ton _of

spots, said  Kufos
vmeumnuzllnr Pradeep
Kumar T

Achieving higher body
weight at an enhanced rate

will be a great blessing for
aqua farmers in the State
because pearl spots fetch a.

Pearl spots are sold in the
retall market abour
TES0 1o TTO0 a ke, while t-
Lapia fetches between 250,
and $300 3 ke.
Bur, tilapia_achieves a
welght af 500 to 700
grams in six months com-
months

for 2020, Kerala produces
2,000 tonmes of pearl
spats an against the

marker demand of 10,000
ronnes.

Human rights case against
KSEB for cutting power supply

ROEKGDE

Amid sevese crigicism and

day to  restore  power
supply to af a
wourh ker,

sistant engineer after res-

passing on his office at Thi-

ruvambady in the diserict

The instruction &o res-
er su

et et et 4
on Sarurday citing the ar-

was issued by Elec-
I]-clly Minkster K. Krish-

butty. The Minister's
directive on Sunday fol-
owed advice that the

Ajmal, the suspect in the
incident.

K. Byjunath, chairper-
son of the rights panel, has
asked the KSEB to submit
its report on the complaint
weithin a week.

ests Fxnmlhe Tarmdly 2t o
1 le against the



Kerala varsity to launch genome editing
mission to boost pearl spot production

K.A. Martin
KOCHI

Pearl spot farmers in Kera-
la have for ages endured
the drudgery of finding
brood stocks in the wild,
breeding them in vastly un-
controlled environments
and releasing fingerlings
into aquaculture ponds on-
ly to see the fish barely
achieving body weight of
300 to 400 grams in a year.

That may soon be a
thing of the past as the Ker-
ala University of Fisheries
and Ocean Studies (Kufos)
prepares to launch a ge-
nome editing mission to
see if the State fish can re-
volutionise aquaculture as

...
.............
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Genome editing will help enhance breeding and seed production of

.- v
.

pearl spots, says Kerala University of Fisheries. H. VIBHU

genetically improved
farmed tilapia (GIFT) did
decades ago.

Genome editing will tar-
get the genetic make-up of
the fish that inhibits a fas-
ter rate of growth. It will al-

so help enhance breeding
and seed production of
pearl spots, said Kufos
Vice-Chancellor Pradeep
Kumar T.

Achieving higher body
weight at an enhanced rate

will be a great blessing for
aqua farmers in the State
because pearl spots fetch a
premium in the market
whereas tilapia does not.
Pearl spots are sold in the
retail market for about
%650 to X700 a kg, while ti-
lapia fetches between 3250
and 3300 a kg.

But, tilapia achieves a
body weight of 600 to 700
grams in six months com-
pared with 12 months
needed for pearl spots to
achieve 300 to 400 grams.
According to data available
for 2020, Kerala produces
2,000 tonnes of pearl
spots annually against the
market demand of 10,000

tonnes.
|



* Launch of Genome Editing Mission:

* The Kerala University of Fisheries and Ocean Studies (Kufos) is
preparing to launch a genome editing mission to boost the
production of pearl spots, a fish species important to the region.

o hicl ﬁ%aﬁ?@l'l?vl'q HcET UTelel 3 TG T Yo (Kufos) AT
HGoll 3cdIce] ol Jardr é\?r & fow Sliete Furesr AT 3
T T IR T TET &, S &9 & flT HAgcaqur g




* Current Challenges:

* Pearl spot farmers in Kerala have struggled with finding brood stocks
in the wild, breeding them in uncontrolled environments, and
achieving minimal growth in body weight.

3 F AN Ao R F S F g3 wE @,
IFAART aATeROT A 3¢ drelel 3 R & gofel H RGP
Jef IIcd el H FEY HIET ST g




e Goals of the Mission:

* The genome editing mission aims to genetically enhance the growth
rate of pearl spots, similar to the success achieved with genetically
improved farmed tilapia (GIFT).

o« SATH HUTeaT THAT T 36T Al ADell o TdhIT &L hl
TafAS T T T g, o T b 3aafds &9 O guia

AT T TS AT (GIFT) & T gITTeT e =7 3|




* Economic Impact:

* Pearl spots fetch a higher price in the market compared to tilapia,
making them economically significant for farmers.

+ Al JASCl SeiX & fAfOAT T Jofelt | 3’8 HeT I
Y g, Wéﬁmﬁ%ﬁcmﬁmwﬁmﬂv‘rﬁ

STar gl




Production and Demand:

Kerala produces 2,000 tonnes of pearl spots annually against a market
demand of 10,000 tonnes.

il TTATAT 2,000 T AT AGl hl 3cUIge] Hidl g, SIdfeh STl
T AN 10,000 &1 Fr gl




* Consider the following statements regarding the genome editing mission by the Kerala
University of Fisheries and Ocean Studies (Kufos):

1.The mission aims to boost the production of pearl spots by genetically enhancing their
growth rate.

2.Pearl spots fetch a higher price in the market compared to tilapia, making them more
economically significant for farmers.

3.Kerala produces 10,000 tonnes of pearl spots annually, meeting the market demand.
* Which of the above statements is/are correct?

* 3a)1and2only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d)1,2,and 3
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MUMBAI HIT & RUN
Shinde Sena
leader held as
his BMW Kkills
woman; son at
wheel, say cops

The BMW car a a Mumbar
police station on Sunday.

VIJAY KUMAR YADAV
MUMBAL JULY 7

A WOMAN was kifled when a
speeding BMW car awned by

Temporary house in Germany, special horse
feed: How Olympic cell paved road to Paris

YOUR RIGHT
TO KNOW

AN EXPRESS rT11
APPLICATION

MIHIR VASAVDA
AMUMBALJULY 7
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ISSUED BY CONTROLLER GENERAL OF PATENTS
Commerce scraps 259

show cause notices to

patent officers: ‘Not in
line with procedure’

not take any decision on the
show .
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NEW DELHIL JULY 7 Association then ap-
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PRESIDENT AT PURI RATH YATRA

€M Mohan Charan Majhi at the Rath Yatra in Puri on
pullinga chariot at the yatra_ans REPORT.
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How T20 prize will be split: XI5 cr each for
players, Dravid; selectors, staff to get share

Vikeam Rathous field-
It coach T Dilp, bowiing coach
Paras Mhambrey: and 21 croce
ach to the five members of the
sensor -
cluding chairman Ajic Ag.mu., 22 5 creach for 2 T
Thae indian Express has learnt. «
Pacaz |
|

DEVENDRA PANDEY
MUMBALJULY 7

125 CRORE: WHO WILL GET WHAT
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feieh i ared
mlmu BCCT) for the T20 World
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ire "Lgetio play 3
game. and head coach Ratul
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Day after J&K
encounters, toll
up: 2 soldiers
and 6 militants

Big milestone, indicates flow of
human intelligence, says DGP

BASHAARAT MASOOD
SRNAGAR, JULY 7

WHILE TWO soildiers, inchuding
2 Para commando, were con-
firmed killed in separate en-
counters which broke out in
cn

R R Swain told reporters. “This &
2 big milestone. a substantia
ot of meaning in the security en-
vironement-.

“This i an idicatios that the
security architecture and in-
volvement of people is leading

an wil-
Lages. Both in Kulgam destrsct of
South Kashmir, on Saturday
eyening the mikitant toll rase (o
six on Sund.

The soldsers who were killed
have been identified as Para
commando Pradeep Nain. 27,
froen gnd district of Haryana and

abhakar Janjal. 26, feoem Akola

asi

and thes fight (a cerrar) wil
be taken to its logical conclu
Ston." he sad.

On jount team o
Jammu and Kashmir Police
Army and paramilitary force:
had cordoned off Moder

Lage following intelligence in-
the presernce i

we
terrorists have been killed,
Disector General of Police (DGP)
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Were expecting him
home for child’s birth,
say kin of dead soldier

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
CHANDSGARH JULY 7

FRADEEP NAUNIZY, ks st

Saturday. the Para commanda
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Pradeep
Nain was 27
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NTA to hold retest for
CUET-UG if grievances
received found correct

PRESSTRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI,JULY7

THE NATIONAL Testing Agency
will conductaretest for CUET-UG
candidates from July 15 to 19 if
grievances raised by them about
the conduct of the examare found
correct, officials said on Sunday.

The NTA also announced the
answer key for the undergradu-
ate entrance exam, paving the
way for the announcement of
the results, albeit delayed.

“The candidates can submit
their challenges for the answer
key by 6 pm on July 9,” a senior
NTA official said.

“The NTA is also addressing
public grievances regarding the
exam conducted for CUET-UG
that were received up to June 30.
If a grievance is found genuine,
the NTA is committed to redoing
the exam for these candidates at
selected centres any day be-
tween July 15 and 19,” the offi-
cial added.

While the NTA officials did
not comment on the grievances

received by the agency, candi-
dates claimed there was loss of
time at certain exam centres and
technical issues.

“Challenges made by the can-
didates will be verified by a panel
of subject experts. Based on the
revised final answer key, the re-
sult will be declared,” the official
said. The delay in CUET-UG results
comes amid a row over alleged
irregularities in competitive ex-
ams, including NEET and NET.

The CUET-UG exam con-
ducted in a hybrid mode for the
first time across the country was
cancelled in Delhi a night before
the exam, citing logistical rea-
sons. The exam was conducted
in the national capital later.

The NTA had earlier an-
nounced that the third edition of
CUET-UG will be completed in
seven days and there will be no
normalisation of scores as all ex-
ams will be conducted in a sin-
gle shift.

For 15 subjects, the tests were
in pen-paper mode and for the
other 48 subjects, the exam was
held in computer-based mode.



ANNUAL SURVEY OF UNINCORPORATED ENTERPRISES FOR 2022-23

UP, West Bengal, Maharashtra
had highest share of informal

sector enterprises in 2022-23

AANCHALMAGAZINE
NEW DELHI,JULY7

UTTAR PRADESH, West Bengal
and Maharashtra had the highest
share of informal sector enter-
prises in both rural and urban ar-
eas in 2022-23, the latest Annual
Survey of Unincorporated
Enterprises for 2022-23 released
by the Ministry of Statistics and
Programme Implementation
(MoSPI)showed. While the share
of informal sectorenterprises de-
creased in the post-pandemic
year 2022-23 for some states such
as Gujarat, Haryana, Karnataka,
Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, Tamil
Nadu and West Bengal, the state
of Uttar Pradesh topped among
major states with an increase in
the number of unincorporated
non-agricultural enterprises.
Among the major states, Uttar
Pradeshrecorded a 13.83 percent
share of informal sector enter-
prisesin2022-23, thatis, October
2022 - September 2023, up from
12.99 percentin the previous year.
West Bengal, which followed at
second position in 2022-23, saw
amarginaldipinits share of infor-
malsectorenterprisesto 12.04 per
cent from 12.31 per cent in2021-
22, while Maharashtra's share
roseto9.37 percent from 8.81 per
cent during the same period.
While comparison with the
previous data of National Sample
Survey's 73rd round on
Unincorporated Enterprises for
2015-16 showed a decline in
workers employed in states of
Andhra Pradesh, Assam, Uttar
Pradesh, Tamil Nadu and West
Bengal in2022-23, the share of in-
formal sector workers increased
in most states in the immediate

SECTOR ENTERPRISES

STATES WITH HIGHEST SHARE OF INFORMAL

2022-23|2021-22

Uttar Pradesh| 13.83% | 12.99%
WestBengal | 12.04% | 12.31%
Maharashtra | 9.37% | 8.81%
TamilNadu | 6.50% | 6.80%

Bihar | 569% | 5.25%
Guiarat | 537% | B.17%
Kamataka | 5.34% | 572%
MP | 5.03% | 5.35%

| “Total includes data for 13 other
AP | 4.93% | 4.87%  regions; Source: Annual Survey
Odisha l 453% | 4.08% of Unincorporated Enterprises

2022-2362021-22

aftermath of the pandemic com-
pared with 2021-22.
In2022-23, informal sector
workers declined to 1.57 crore in
Uttar Pradesh from 1.65 crore in
2015-16 but rose from 1.30 crore
in2021-22. West Bengal also saw
adeclineininformal sector work-
ers to 1.05 crore in 2022-23 from
1.35 crore in 2015-16, but the
number increased marginally
from 1.02 crore in 2021-22.
Maharashtra, however, recorded
an increase in informal sector
workers throughout this period
rising to 1.15 crore in 2022-23
from 91.23 lakh in 2015-16 and
98.81 lakhin 2021-22,
State-wise data for unincor-
porated enterprises revealed that
the lowest share of informal
sector enterprises was recorded
in  Uttarakhand, Assam,
Chhattisgarh, Delhi and Jammu
& Kashmir. However, Delhi's
share of informal sector enter-
prises saw a sharp jump from the
previous year, rising to 1.43 per
cent in 2022-23 from 0.64 per

centin2021-22.

The surveys for the unincor-
porated sector enterprises have
been released after a long gap af-
terthe data collection. The data for
these non-agricultural sector en-
terprisesis seenasacrucialindica-
torastheinformal sector is closely
watched for its employment gen-
eration capacity and absorptionof
labour force, especiallyin case of a
slowdown in the formal sector.

In2022-23, over 10.96 crore
workerswere employedintheun-
incorporated non-agricultural sec-
tor including working owners,
hired workers, unpaid family
members involved in the estab-
lishments and others. Out of the
total workers, 5.72 crore were from
urban areas, whereas rural work-
ersstood at 5.24 crore. In compar-
ison, about 9.79 crore workers
were employed in the unincorpo-
rated non-agricultural sector dur-
ing2021-22. Outof these workers,
5.03 crore workers were from ur-
ban areas and 4.76 crore workers
were from rural areas.




Highest Share of Informal Sector Enterprises:

Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal, and Maharashtra had the highest share of
informal sector enterprises in both rural and urban areas in 2022-23.

3 UG, IIedH 9l 3R HAGRISE H 2022-23 H ATHIOT 3R A
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Annual Survey Findings:

The latest Annual Survey of Unincorporated Enterprises for 2022-23 released
by the Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation (MoSPI) showed
these results.

AITETHr 3R FRIHA HRATaIT HIATST (MoSPl) G@RT SIRT 2022-23 &
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e State-wise Shares:

e Uttar Pradesh had the highest share at 13.83%, followed by West
Bengal at 12.04%, and Maharashtra at 9.37%.
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* Decline in Workers:

* In 2022-23, informal sector workers declined to 1.57 crore in Uttar
Pradesh, down from 1.65 crore in 2015-16.

* 2022-23 H 3R U H IUAIRe 87 & ATHDI T TC
geht 1.57 FS & 315, S 2015-16 F 1.65 HUz AN




* Increase in Maharashtra:

* Maharashtra recorded an increase in informal sector workers to 1.15
crore in 2022-23, up from 91.23 lakh in 2015-16.

« HERTSE o 2022-23 A 3qaiRey &9 & A&l dHr &
1.15 &S &af &I, Sr 2015-16 A 91.23 1@ AT




* Impact of Pandemic:

* The share of informal sector enterprises increased post-pandemic in
most states except for a few where it declined.
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Consider the following statements regarding the highest share of informal sector enterprises in
India for 2022-23:

. Uttar Pradesh had the highest share of informal sector enterprises in both rural and urban areas
in 2022-23.

.Maharashtra recorded a decrease in informal sector workers throughout the period from 2015-16
to 2022-23.

. The share of informal sector enterprises increased in most states post-pandemic.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a) 1and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c)1and 3 only
d)1,2,and 3



AMID GOOGLE PLAY STORE’S NEAR MONOPOLY

PhonePe ﬁghts hard to make way for Indus Appstore

JATINGROVER
NEW DELHI,JULY 7

SIX MONTHS down the line,
PhonePe’s Indus Appstore, which
was launched as an alternative to
Google’s Play Store, continues its
fight for finding large-scale adop-
tion by smartphone manufactur-
ers as well as consumers.

There have been 2 million
downloads since the launch,
which is just 0.3 per cent of the
smartphone users in the country.
According to analysts, the pace
needs to quicken if it has to dent
Google’s near monopoly.

The biggest challenge, the

Appstore faces is convincing
smartphone manufacturers to
pre-install it in the phones.
Currently, users have todownload
the Appstore from the company’s
website, wherein users also see a
warning from Google’s Android
that the file may be unsecured.
Thisis the biggest limitationit

File

findsinitslarge-scale adoption by
users. Google’s Play Store comes
pre-installed in all Android
phones. Most smartphone man-
ufacturers are currently evaluat-
ing PhonePe’s proposal regarding
pre-installing the Indus Appstore,
executives at smartphone com-
panies said. Demand by end-

users, privacy and security con-
cerns, are likely to shape up their
final decision.

An industry executive said
that that they do not want to af-
fect user experience by pre-in-
stalling apps, which may not be
required. “The conversations are
progressing very well. We are in
advanced discussions with sev-
eral other major smartphone
manufacturers, which will further
help amplify our reach,” PhonePe
saidinresponse toaquery. “Indus
Appstore is a part of the PhonePe
group and it will always prioritise
user privacy, with the highest
standards of security and clearly
defined policies,” PhonePe said.

The company did not share
any timelines on pre-installation
in smartphones. According to
smartphone manufacturer, Lava,
while deciding on pre-installation
or adopting any feature or app,
which has a consumer demand,
the company goes througha com-
plete testing cycle related to per-
formance and security norms.

“Unless you unbundle Google,
which is nearly impossible to do,
you cannot create an alternative
app store,” said an industry exec-
utive. Unbundling would mean
preventing or restricting its apps
from being pre-loaded in Android
smartphones, with users having
achoice touninstallthem.  FE




Axiom-4 Mission




* The Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) has shortlisted two
of its four trained Gaganyaan astronauts
for a mission to the International Space
Station (ISS) in collaboration with United
States’ NASA later this year.



« About the Axiom-4 Mission

* The selected astronauts will be part of
the Axiom-4 mission, which represents
the fourth private astronaut mission
conducted by NASA in partnership with
Axiom Space, a private US company.

* The mission is scheduled to take
place ‘no earlier than October 2024’,
and Is expected to spend up to 14
days docked to the space station during
the mission. '

' /
7




* Training and Preparation

* While the Gaganyaan astronauts have
received general space training in India,
their focus has primarily been on
Gaganyaan-specific modules.

 However, to participate in the ISS
mission, they will need to undergo
specialised training to familiarise
themselves with ISS modules, protocols,
and operational procedures.

 This training will take place in the United
States, where they will collaborate with
NASA and other international partners. /

> 4




SEHER Program



* Recently, Women Entrepreneurship Platform and TransUnion CIBIL
Partner launched the SEHER Program to empower women
entrepreneurs.

 About the SEHER Program

It is a credit education initiative aimed at empowering women
entrepreneurs in India by providing essential financial literacy
content and business skills to women business owners.

e It facilitates better access to credit and financial resources for
women-led businesses.

* It provides women entrepreneurs with knowledge about credit
scores, loan eligibility, and financial planning.



* Importance

 Reducing gender disparities (currently,
only 7% of overall outstanding loans to
MSMEs are granted to women-led
businesses), and employment
opportunities (around 20% MSMEs
being women-owned).




India Grants
Record Patents




* Recently, the Union Minister of Commerce
and Industry highlighted that India issued
around one lakh patents in 2024, reflecting
the significant increase in patent approval.

e What is a Patent?
e About:

* A patent is a legal right to an invention given
to a person or entity without interference
from others who wish to replicate, use, or '

sell it.
/
P 4




* Patent protection is a territorial right and therefore it is effective only
within the territory of India. There is no concept of global patent.

* The patent system in India is governed by the Patents Act, 1970 with
patent rules being regularly amended in consonance with the changing
environment, the most recent being Patents (Amendment) Rules, 2024.



* Criteria of Patentability: An invention is patentable
subject matter if it is novel, non-obvious, and capable
of Industrial application.

* In the Glohal Innovation Index (Gll) 2023rankings by
WIPO, India secured the 40th position out of 132
countries. This marks an improvement from the
46th position in 2021 and the 81st rank in 2015.

* According to the study released by the World
Intellectual Property Organisation, India sees record
31.6% rise in patent applications in 2022; ahead of
China, U.K.

> 4




A

Intellectual
Property

Copyright

Expression of Ideas

Law in
India

Copyright Act 1957

Variable

Patent

Inventions- New
Processes, Machines, etc.

Indian Patent
Act 1970

20 years
Generally

Trademarks

Sign to distinguish business
goods or services

Trade Marks
Act 1999

Can last
Indefinitely

Trade Secrets

Confidential
Business Information

Protected without
Registration

Unlimited time

Geographical
Indication (Gl)

Sign used on specific
geographical origin and
possess qualities due to
site of origin

Geographical
Indication

s of Goods(R & P)
Act, 1999

10 years
(Renewable)

Industrial
Design

Ornamental or aesthetic
aspect of an article

Design Act,
2000

10 years
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* Recently, the US has celebrated its 248th anniversary of
its Independence Day on the 4t July 2024.

* The US was declared as a sovereign nation after the adoption of
the Declaration of Independence by the Second Continental
Congress on 4th July 1776.

 This day marked the separation of British colonies from Great Britain.



* The struggle for independence began in 1775 when the 13 American
colonies sought freedom from British rule under King George IlI.

* This conflict sparked the American Revolutionary War (1775-1783), fueled by
the colonies desire for self-governance and freedom from oppressive British
policies.



* The American colonies voted to declare independence on 2nd July
1776, two days hefore the Declaration was approved and 12 of the 13
colonies officially decided to sever political ties with Great Britain.



* Causes of the American Revolutionary War included British trade
restrictions hindering economic development, the ban on westward
expansion, influence of Enlightenment thinkers, British attempts to tax the
colonies, lack of representation in British Parliament, and harsh measures
like the Coercive Acts intensifying colonial discontent.






* The 16th edition of the India-Mongolia Joint Military Exercise
NOMADIC ELEPHANT began in Meghalaya.

* The exercise aims to enhance joint military capabilities for
counterinsurgency operations under the United Nations Mandate
Chapter VII, focusing on semi-urban and mountainous terrain
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Exercise MAITREE, conducted annually since 2006, alternates
between India and Thailand.

This exercise is crucial for both nations facing terrorism threats,

especially in southern Thailand regions like Satun, Patthalung,
and Bangkok, which are prone to attacks.

The exercise includes company-level joint training on insurgency
and counter-terrorism in jungle and urban scenarios, enhancing

defence cooperation and bilateral relations between the Indian
Army and the Royal Thailand Army.




Fun fact

* Myth: We Only Use 10% of Our Brain

* Debunked: This myth suggests that 90% of our brain's potential is
untapped, but neuroscience research has shown that virtually every
part of the brain has a known function. Brain imaging techniques
reveal that even simple tasks like speaking or walking involve multiple
areas of the brain working together. No part of the brain is completely
Inactive.



Facilitate

Definition: To make an action or process easier or more likely to happen.

Example Sentence: The new software is designed to facilitate the workflow in the office.

Synonyms: Aid, assist, promote, simplify.

Antonyms: Hinder, impede, obstruct, complicate.
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