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• Election Outcome:

• Reformist candidate Masoud Pezeshkian won the run-off presidential election against 
conservative Saeed Jalili.

• Pezeshkian received 16.3 million votes (53.6%), while Jalili got 13.5 million votes (44.3%)

• .

• चुनाव परिणाम:
• सुधारवादी उम्मीदवार मसूद पेज़ेश्कियन ने रूढ़िवादी सईद जलििी िे खििाफ राष्ट्रपति 
चुनाव िे दसूरे दौर में जीि हालसि िी।

• पेज़ेश्कियन िो 16.3 लमलियन (53.6%) वोट लमिे, जबकि जलििी िो 13.5 लमलियन 
(44.3%) वोट लमिे।



• Election Context:

• The election occurred amid regional tensions, particularly related to Gaza 
and a dispute with the West over Iran's nuclear program.

• Voter turnout was 49.8%, an increase from about 40% in the first round.

• चुनाव संदर्भ:
• चुनाव के्षत्रीय िनावों िे बीच हुआ, ववशेष रूप से गाजा और ईरान िे 
परमाणु िाययक्रम पर पश्कचम िे साथ वववाद से संबंधधि।

• मिदान प्रतिशि 49.8% था, जो पहिे दौर िे िगभग 40% से ब़ि गया 
था।



• Background of Pezeshkian:

• Masoud Pezeshkian is a 69-year-old heart surgeon and former Health 
Minister.

• He advocates for "constructive relations" with Western countries and aims 
to revive the 2015 nuclear deal.

• पेज़ेश्कियन िी पषृ्ठरू्मम:
• मसूद पेज़ेश्कियन 69 वषीय हृदय सजयन और पूवय स्वास््य मंत्री हैं।
• वह पश्कचमी देशों िे साथ "संरचनात्मि संबंधों" िी विािि िरिे हैं और 
2015 िे परमाणु समझौिे िो पुनजीववि िरने िा िक्ष्य रििे हैं।



• Reactions:

• Iran's Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei congratulated Pezeshkian and 
urged him to use his authority for the benefit of the people.

• Some Iranians, like architect Abolfazl, expressed approval of the outcome, 
emphasizing the need for a president to address economic problems.

• प्रतिक्रियाए:ं
• ईरान िे सवोच्च नेिा अयािुल्िा अिी िामेनेई ने पेज़ेश्कियन िो बधाई दी और 
उन्हें जनिा िे िाभ िे लिए अपनी सत्ता िा उपयोग िरने िा आग्रह किया।

• िुछ ईरानी, जसेै आकिय टेक्ट अबोिफजि, ने पररणाम िी स्वीिृति व्यक्ि िी, 
आधथयि समस्याओं िो हि िरने िे लिए राष्ट्रपति िी आवकयििा पर जोर 
ढदया।



• International Relations:

• The U.S. stated that Pezeshkian's victory would not fundamentally 
change its stance on Iran's direction or human rights.

• अिंिाभष्रीय संबंध:
• अमेररिा ने िहा कि पेज़ेश्कियन िी जीि से ईरान िी ढदशा या 
मानवाधधिारों पर उसिा रुि मौलिि रूप से नहीं बदिेगा।



• Challenges Ahead:

• Pezeshkian faces significant challenges in implementing changes due 
to the conservative dominance in state institutions.

• आगे िी चुनौतियां:
• पेज़ेश्कियन िो राज्य संस्थानों में रूढ़िवाढदयों िे वचयस्व िे िारण 
पररवियन िाग ूिरने में महत्वपूणय चुनौतियों िा सामना िरना पडगेा।



• Over the years, India's trade with Iran has seen significant 
fluctuations. In 2019-20, India’s imports from Iran, primarily crude oil, 
fell by about 90% to USD 1.4 billion compared to USD 13.53 billion in 
2018-19. 

• Also, Iran has seen a depletion of its rupee reserves in the vostro 
account, affecting its ability to import key Indian commodities like 
basmati rice and tea.





• Consider the following statements regarding the recent presidential election in Iran:

1.Masoud Pezeshkian, a reformist candidate, won the run-off presidential election against 
conservative Saeed Jalili.

2.The voter turnout in the election was around 60%, significantly higher than in the first 
round.

3.Pezeshkian has called for the revival of the 2015 nuclear deal and aims to establish 
constructive relations with Western countries.

• Which of the above statements is/are correct?

• a) 1 and 2 only
b) 1 and 3 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d) 1, 2, and 3







• Introduction of Light Tank Zorawar:

• The Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) 
unveiled the prototype of the indigenous light tank named Zorawar.

• The tank was developed in collaboration with Larsen & Toubro (L&T).

• हल्िे टैंि ज़़ोिावि िा परिचय:
• रक्षा अनुसंधान और वविास संगठन (DRDO) ने स्वदेशी हल्िे टैंि 
ज़ोरावर िा प्रोटोटाइप पेश किया।

• टैंि िो िासयन एंड टुब्रो (L&T) िे साथ सहयोग में वविलसि किया 
गया था।



• Development and Features:

• Zorawar is powered by a Cummins engine, and DRDO is working on 
developing a new domestic engine.

• It has been designed to operate in challenging environments, including 
extreme weather and high-altitude areas along the northern border.

• वविास औि ववशेषिाएँ:
• ज़ोरावर एि िलमसं इंजन द्वारा संचालिि है, और DRDO एि नया घरेिू 
इंजन वविलसि िरने पर िाम िर रहा है।

• इसे िढठन पररश्स्थतियों में संचािन िे लिए डडज़ाइन किया गया है, श्जसमें 
चरम मौसम और उत्तरी सीमा िे साथ उच्च ऊंचाई वािे के्षत्र शालमि हैं।



• Trials and Induction:

• The first prototype is ready for factory acceptance and will undergo extensive internal trials.

• Over the next six months, it will be tested in various conditions, such as summer, winter, and high 
altitude.

• The tank is expected to be handed over to the Army for user trials by August 2025 and inducted 
into the Army by 2027.

• पिीक्षण औि प्रवेश:
• पहिा प्रोटोटाइप फैक्टरी स्वीिृति िे लिए िैयार है और व्यापि आंिररि परीक्षण से गुजरेगा।
• अगिे छह महीनों में इसे ववलभन्न पररश्स्थतियों जैसे गमी, सदी और उच्च ऊंचाई में परीक्षण 
किया जाएगा।

• टैंि िो अगस्ि 2025 िि उपयोगििाय परीक्षण िे लिए सेना िो सौंपे जाने और 2027 िि सेना 
में शालमि किए जाने िी उम्मीद है।



• Challenges and Solutions:

• Initially, a German engine was planned, but delays in export clearances led to the 
development of an alternative engine powered by Cummins and assembled in India.

• The Army had issued a Request for Information (RFI) in April 2021 for the procurement of 
350 light tanks weighing less than 25 tonnes in a phased manner.

• चुनौतियाँ औि समाधान:
• प्रारंभ में, एि जमयन इंजन िी योजना बनाई गई थी, िेकिन तनयायि मंजूरी में देरी िे 
िारण भारि में िलमसं द्वारा संचालिि एि वैिश्ल्पि इंजन वविलसि किया गया।

• सेना ने अप्रैि 2021 में 25 टन से िम वजन वािे 350 हल्िे टैंिों िी िरीद िे लिए 
एि सूचना अनुरोध (RFI) जारी किया था।



• Collaboration and Future Plans:

• DRDO and L&T collaborated with several Micro, Small, and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) 
for the development of various subsystems.

• Efforts are being made to encourage indigenous development of defense weapon 
platforms through industry collaboration.

• सहय़ोग औि र्ववष्य िी य़ोजनाएँ:
• DRDO और L&T ने ववलभन्न उपप्रणालियों िे वविास िे लिए िई सूक्ष्म, िघु और मध्यम 
उद्यमों (MSMEs) िे साथ सहयोग किया।

• उद्योग सहयोग िे माध्यम से रक्षा हधथयार प्िेटफामों िे स्वदेशी वविास िो प्रोत्साढहि 
िरने िे प्रयास किए जा रहे हैं।





• Consider the following statements regarding the recently unveiled indigenous light tank Zorawar:

1. The light tank Zorawar was developed by the Defence Research and Development Organisation 
(DRDO) in collaboration with Larsen & Toubro (L&T).

2. The tank is powered by a domestically developed engine right from its first prototype.

3. The tank is designed to operate in challenging environments, including extreme weather and 
high-altitude areas.

• Which of the above statements is/are correct?

• a) 1 and 2 only
b) 1 and 3 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d) 1, 2, and 3













• FSSAI Approves Changes in Nutritional Information Labelling:

• The Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) has approved changes in the 
nutritional information labelling on packaged food items.

• The new proposal requires that total salt, sugar, and saturated fat be displayed in bold 
letters and in a larger font size.

• FSSAI ने प़ोषण सूचना लेबमलगं में बदलाव ि़ो मंजूिी दी:
• भारिीय िाद्य सुरक्षा और मानि प्राधधिरण (FSSAI) ने पैिेज्ड िाद्य पदाथों पर पोषण 
सूचना िेबलिगं में बदिाव िो मंजूरी दी है।

• नए प्रस्िाव में िुि नमि, चीनी और संिपृ्ि वसा िो बोल्ड अक्षरों और बड ेफॉन्ट 
आिार में प्रदलशयि िरने िी आवकयििा है।



• Amendment Goals:

• The amendment aims to empower consumers to better understand the 
nutritional value of the products they consume.

• It seeks to combat the rise of non-communicable diseases (NCDs) by 
promoting healthier dietary choices.

• संश़ोधन िे लक्ष्य:
• संशोधन िा उद्देकय उपभोक्िाओं िो उनिे द्वारा उपभोग किए जाने वािे 
उत्पादों िे पोषण मूल्य िो बेहिर ढंग से समझने में सक्षम बनाना है।

• इसिा उद्देकय स्वस्थ आहार वविल्पों िो ब़िावा देिर गैर-संचारी रोगों 
(NCDs) िी वदृ्धध िो रोिना है।



• Draft Notification and Public Comments:

• FSSAI will issue a draft notification for the said amendment and invite suggestions 
and objections from the public.

• The information regarding the per serve percentage contribution to 
recommended dietary allowances (RDAs) will also be provided in bold letters.

• मसौदा अधधसचूना औि सावभजतनि टटप्पणणयाँ:
• FSSAI उक्ि सशंोधन िे लिए एि मसौदा अधधसचूना जारी िरेगा और जनिा से 
सझुाव और आपवत्तयााँ आमतं्रत्रि िरेगा।

• अनुशंलसि आहार भत्तों (RDAs) में प्रति सेवारि प्रतिशि योगदान िी जानिारी भी 
बोल्ड अक्षरों में प्रदान िी जाएगी।



• Regulation Details:

• The decision was taken during the 44th meeting of the Food Authority 
chaired by Apurva Chandra.

• The amendments are part of the Food Safety and Standards (Labelling and 
Display) Regulations, 2020.

• ववतनयमन ववविण:
• यह तनणयय अपूवय चंद्र िी अध्यक्षिा में िाद्य प्राधधिरण िी 44वीं बैठि िे 
दौरान लिया गया था।

• संशोधन िाद्य सुरक्षा और मानि (िेबलिगं और प्रदशयन) ववतनयम, 2020
िा ढहस्सा हैं।



• FSSAI has been issuing advisories to prevent false 
and misleading claims on food products.

• It has also directed e-commerce websites to remove 
the term "Health Drink" from products unless the 
term is defined or standardized under the FSS Act 
2006 or related regulations.

• अतिरिक्ि प्रयास:
• FSSAI िाद्य उत्पादों पर झठेू और भ्रामि दावों िो 
रोिने िे लिए सिाह जारी िर रहा है।

• इसने ई-िॉमसय वेबसाइटों िो उत्पादों से "स्वास््य 
पेय" शब्द िो हटाने िा भी तनदेश ढदया है जब िि 
कि यह शब्द FSS अधधतनयम 2006 या सबंंधधि
ववतनयमों िे िहि पररभावषि या मानिीिृि न हो।



• Consider the following statements regarding the recent changes approved by FSSAI in nutritional 
information labelling:

1. The FSSAI has mandated that total salt, sugar, and saturated fat must be displayed in bold letters 
and in a larger font size on packaged food items.

2. The changes aim to help consumers understand the nutritional value of products and combat 
non-communicable diseases (NCDs).

3. The term "Health Drink" has been standardized under the FSS Act 2006 and related regulations, 
according to the new guidelines.

• Which of the above statements is/are correct?

• a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 1, 2, and 3







New Private Investment Plans Slumped to 20-Year Low in Q1:

In an exceptionally slow start to private capital expenditure in this financial year, new investment plans 
in the country slumped to a 20-year low in the April-June quarter, with just ₹44,300 crore of fresh 
outlays announced by corporates.

ववत्तीय वषय में तनजी पूंजी व्यय िी असाधारण धीमी शुरुआि में, देश में नए तनवेश योजनाएाँ अप्रैि-जून 
तिमाही में 20 साि िे तनचिे स्िर पर धगर गईं, श्जसमें िॉरपोरेट्स द्वारा िेवि ₹44,300 िरोड िे नए 
िचों िी घोषणा िी गई।



Investment Announcements:

The first quarter of 2023-24 recorded new investment announcements of nearly ₹7.9 lakh 
crore, while outlays worth ₹12.35 lakh crore were announced in the January to March 
quarter.

2023-24 िी पहिी तिमाही में िगभग ₹7.9 िाि िरोड िे नए तनवेश घोषणाएाँ दजय िी 
गईं, जबकि जनवरी से माचय तिमाही में ₹12.35 िाि िरोड िे िचों िी घोषणा िी गई।



Reasons for Slump:

The slow investment can be attributed to a wait-and-watch approach by investors due to economic 
uncertainty and past high investment levels during election years (2014 and 2019).

धीमे तनवेश िो आधथयि अतनश्कचििा और चुनावी वषों (2014 और 2019) िे दौरान उच्च तनवेश स्िरों 
िे िारण तनवेशिों द्वारा प्रिीक्षा और दृश्ष्ट्टिोण अपनाने िे लिए श्जम्मेदार ठहराया जा सििा है।



• Sectors Affected:

• Manufacturing dominated the new investment outlays in Q1 with 
46.4%, followed by electricity and services.

• Q1 में नई तनवेश योजनाओ ंमें तनमायण के्षत्र िा प्रभुत्व 46.4% िे 
साथ था, इसिे बाद त्रबजिी और सेवाओ ंिा स्थान था।



• Future Projections:

• The Bank of Baroda report suggests that investments might pick up in 
the coming quarters as the Budget and festive seasons approach.

• बैंि ऑफ बडौदा िी ररपोटय बिािी है कि बजट और त्योहारी सीजन िे 
नजदीि आने िे साथ आने वािी तिमाढहयों में तनवेश में िेजी आ 
सििी है।



• Question: Consider the following statements regarding the new private investment plans in India:

1. New investment plans in the April-June quarter of 2023-24 slumped to a 20-year low with just 
₹44,300 crore of fresh outlays.

2. Manufacturing dominated the new investment outlays in Q1 with 46.4%.

3. The slowdown in investment plans is due to the high investment announcements in the previous 
election years and economic uncertainty.

• Which of the above statements is/are correct?

• a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 1, 2, and 3





• Issue with Silver Imports:

• India’s silver imports are majorly handled by private players bringing silver from Dubai 
through the GIFT City exchange.

• This could lead to significant revenue losses for the Indian government over time.

• चांदी िे आयाि में समस्या:
• भारि िा चांदी आयाि मुख्य रूप से तनजी खििाडडयों द्वारा GIFT लसटी एक्सचेंज िे 
माध्यम से दबुई से िाया जा रहा है।

• इससे समय िे साथ भारिीय सरिार िो महत्वपूणय राजस्व नुिसान हो सििा है।



• Investigation and Concerns:

• A trade research body has called for a probe into the relationship between export and 
import firms to identify and address potential conflicts of interest.

• There are concerns that this trend could extend to other precious metals like gold, 
platinum, and diamonds, disrupting traditional import practices and market dynamics.

• जांच औि धचिंाएं:
• एि व्यापार अनुसंधान संस्था ने तनयायि और आयाि फमों िे बीच संबंधों िी जांच िा 
आह्वान किया है िाकि संभाववि ढहिों िे टिराव िी पहचान िी जा सिे और उन्हें 
संबोधधि किया जा सिे।

• यह धचिंा है कि यह प्रववृत्त सोना, प्िैढटनम और हीरे जैसे अन्य िीमिी धािुओं िि भी 
ब़ि सििी है, पारंपररि आयाि प्रथाओं और बाजार िी गतिशीििा िो बाधधि िर 
सििी है।



• Import Statistics:

• India’s imports of gold and silver from the UAE jumped 210% in 2023-24 to $10.7 billion.

• In May, 87% of India’s global silver imports came from Dubai at a reduced 8% duty 
through the GIFT City exchange.

• आयाि आंिड:े
• 2023-24 में यूएई से भारि िे सोने और चांदी िे आयाि में 210% िी वदृ्धध होिर 
$10.7 त्रबलियन हो गई।

• मई में, भारि िे वैश्कवि चांदी िे 87% आयाि दबुई से 8% िी ररयायिी शलु्ि पर 
GIFT लसटी एक्सचेंज िे माध्यम से आए।



• Zero Tariff Agreement:

• Under the CEPA signed in 2022, India agreed to reduce the duty on silver imports to 0% 
over 10 years, subject to Dubai exporters meeting the rules of origin conditions.

• The reduction in tariffs could lead to revenue losses of ₹6,700 crore as the trade is driven 
by the tariff arbitrage offered by India.

• शनू्य शलु्ि समझौिा:
• 2022 में हस्िाक्षररि CEPA िे िहि, भारि ने 10 वषों में चांदी िे आयाि पर शलु्ि िो 
0% िि िम िरने पर सहमति व्यक्ि िी, बशिे कि दबुई िे तनयायिि उत्पवत्त िी शिों 
िा पािन िरें।

• शलु्ि में िमी से ₹6,700 िरोड िे राजस्व नुिसान हो सििे हैं क्योंकि व्यापार भारि 
द्वारा प्रदान किए गए शलु्ि मध्यस्थिा द्वारा संचालिि है।



• Compliance and Regulations:

• Earlier attempts to import silver from the UAE through other ports were questioned for 
not meeting the rules of origin of the India-UAE CEPA.

• The GIFT City exchange does not limit imports to RBI/DGFT-nominated agencies and 
registers private traders, which raises concerns about compliance with rules of origin.

• अनुपालन औि ववतनयम:
• अन्य बंदरगाहों िे माध्यम से यूएई से चांदी आयाि िरने िे पहिे िे प्रयासों पर भारि-
यूएई CEPA िी उत्पवत्त िे तनयमों िो पूरा नहीं िरने िे िारण सवाि उठाया गया था।

• GIFT लसटी एक्सचेंज आयाि िो RBI/DGFT-नालमि एजेंलसयों िि सीलमि नहीं िरिा है 
और तनजी व्यापाररयों िो पंजीिृि िरिा है, श्जससे उत्पवत्त िे तनयमों िे अनुपािन िे 
बारे में धचिंाएं ब़ि जािी हैं।



• Recommendations:

• The GTRI has recommended renegotiating the CEPA terms to nullify the duty arbitrage 
and ensure rigorous checks on Dubai exporters' value addition claims.

• It has also suggested restricting silver imports to nominated agencies authorized by the 
RBI and DGFT to minimize the risk of misdeclared imports.

• मसफारिशें:
• GTRI ने शलु्ि मध्यस्थिा िो शनू्य िरने और दबुई िे तनयायििों िे मूल्य संवद्यधन दावों 
पर िड ेजांच सुतनश्कचि िरने िे लिए CEPA शिों पर पुनववयचार िरने िी लसफाररश िी 
है।

• इसने गिि घोवषि आयाि िे जोखिम िो िम िरने िे लिए चांदी िे आयाि िो RBI 
और DGFT द्वारा अधधिृि नालमि एजेंलसयों िि सीलमि िरने िा भी सुझाव ढदया है।



• Consider the following statements regarding the recent issues raised over silver imports from the 
UAE through GIFT City:

1. The majority of India's silver imports are now being handled by private players bringing the metal 
from Dubai through the GIFT City exchange.

2. The Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA) between India and UAE allows for a 
zero tariff on silver imports over ten years, subject to rules of origin conditions.

3. The GIFT City exchange limits imports to agencies nominated by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) 
and the Directorate General of Foreign Trade (DGFT).

• Which of the above statements is/are correct?

• a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 1, 2, and 3







• Launch of Genome Editing Mission:

• The Kerala University of Fisheries and Ocean Studies (Kufos) is 
preparing to launch a genome editing mission to boost the 
production of pearl spots, a fish species important to the region.

• िेरि ववकवववद्यािय मत्स्य पािन और समुद्री अध्ययन (Kufos) मोिी 
मछिी उत्पादन िो ब़िावा देने िे लिए जीनोम संपादन लमशन शुरू 
िरने िी िैयारी िर रहा है, जो के्षत्र िे लिए महत्वपूणय है।



• Current Challenges:

• Pearl spot farmers in Kerala have struggled with finding brood stocks 
in the wild, breeding them in uncontrolled environments, and 
achieving minimal growth in body weight.

• िेरि में मोिी मछिी किसानों िो जगंिी में ब्रूड स्टॉि िोजने, 
अतनयंत्रत्रि वािावरण में उन्हें पािने और शरीर िे वजन में न्यूनिम 
वदृ्धध प्राप्ि िरने में संघषय िरना पडा है।



• Goals of the Mission:

• The genome editing mission aims to genetically enhance the growth 
rate of pearl spots, similar to the success achieved with genetically 
improved farmed tilapia (GIFT).

• जीनोम संपादन लमशन िा उद्देकय मोिी मछिी िे वविास दर िो 
आनुवंलशि रूप से ब़िाना है, जसैा कि आनुवंलशि रूप से सुधाररि 
िेि िी गई तििावपया (GIFT) िे साथ हालसि किया गया था।



• Economic Impact:

• Pearl spots fetch a higher price in the market compared to tilapia, 
making them economically significant for farmers.

• मोिी मछिी बाजार में तििावपया िी िुिना में अधधि मूल्य प्राप्ि 
िरिी है, श्जससे वे किसानों िे लिए आधथयि रूप से महत्वपूणय हो 
जािी हैं।



Production and Demand:

Kerala produces 2,000 tonnes of pearl spots annually against a market 
demand of 10,000 tonnes.

िेरि सािाना 2,000 टन मोिी मछिी िा उत्पादन िरिा है, जबकि बाजार 
िी मांग 10,000 टन िी है।



• Consider the following statements regarding the genome editing mission by the Kerala 
University of Fisheries and Ocean Studies (Kufos):

1.The mission aims to boost the production of pearl spots by genetically enhancing their 
growth rate.

2.Pearl spots fetch a higher price in the market compared to tilapia, making them more 
economically significant for farmers.

3.Kerala produces 10,000 tonnes of pearl spots annually, meeting the market demand.

• Which of the above statements is/are correct?

• a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 1, 2, and 3









Highest Share of Informal Sector Enterprises:

Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal, and Maharashtra had the highest share of 
informal sector enterprises in both rural and urban areas in 2022-23.

उत्तर प्रदेश, पश्कचम बंगाि और महाराष्ट्र में 2022-23 में ग्रामीण और शहरी 
दोनों के्षत्रों में अनौपचाररि के्षत्र िे उद्यमों िा सबसे बडा ढहस्सा था।



Annual Survey Findings:

The latest Annual Survey of Unincorporated Enterprises for 2022-23 released 
by the Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation (MoSPI) showed 
these results.

सांश्ख्यिी और िाययक्रम िायायन्वयन मंत्रािय (MoSPI) द्वारा जारी 2022-23 िे 
लिए नवीनिम वावषयि सवेक्षण में ये पररणाम ढदिाए गए।



• State-wise Shares:

• Uttar Pradesh had the highest share at 13.83%, followed by West 
Bengal at 12.04%, and Maharashtra at 9.37%.

• उत्तर प्रदेश िा ढहस्सा 13.83% िे साथ सबसे अधधि था, इसिे बाद 
पश्कचम बंगाि िा 12.04% और महाराष्ट्र िा 9.37% था।



• Decline in Workers:

• In 2022-23, informal sector workers declined to 1.57 crore in Uttar 
Pradesh, down from 1.65 crore in 2015-16.

• 2022-23 में उत्तर प्रदेश में अनौपचाररि के्षत्र िे श्रलमिों िी संख्या 
घटिर 1.57 िरोड हो गई, जो 2015-16 में 1.65 िरोड थी।



• Increase in Maharashtra:

• Maharashtra recorded an increase in informal sector workers to 1.15 
crore in 2022-23, up from 91.23 lakh in 2015-16.

• महाराष्ट्र ने 2022-23 में अनौपचाररि के्षत्र िे श्रलमिों िी संख्या 
1.15 िरोड दजय िी, जो 2015-16 में 91.23 िाि थी।



• Impact of Pandemic:

• The share of informal sector enterprises increased post-pandemic in 
most states except for a few where it declined.

• अधधिांश राज्यों में महामारी िे बाद अनौपचाररि के्षत्र िे उद्यमों िा 
ढहस्सा ब़िा, िुछ राज्यों िो छोडिर जहां इसमें धगरावट आई।



• Consider the following statements regarding the highest share of informal sector enterprises in 
India for 2022-23:

1. Uttar Pradesh had the highest share of informal sector enterprises in both rural and urban areas 
in 2022-23.

2. Maharashtra recorded a decrease in informal sector workers throughout the period from 2015-16 
to 2022-23.

3. The share of informal sector enterprises increased in most states post-pandemic.

• Which of the above statements is/are correct?

• a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 1, 2, and 3





Axiom-4 Mission



• The Indian Space Research 
Organisation (ISRO) has shortlisted two 
of its four trained Gaganyaan astronauts 
for a mission to the International Space 
Station (ISS) in collaboration with United 
States’ NASA later this year.

•



• About the Axiom-4 Mission

• The selected astronauts will be part of 
the Axiom-4 mission, which represents 
the fourth private astronaut mission 
conducted by NASA in partnership with 
Axiom Space, a private US company.

• The mission is scheduled to take 
place ‘no earlier than October 2024’, 
and is expected to spend up to 14 
days docked to the space station during 
the mission.

•



• Training and Preparation

• While the Gaganyaan astronauts have 
received general space training in India, 
their focus has primarily been on 
Gaganyaan-specific modules.

• However, to participate in the ISS 
mission, they will need to undergo 
specialised training to familiarise 
themselves with ISS modules, protocols, 
and operational procedures.

• This training will take place in the United 
States, where they will collaborate with 
NASA and other international partners.



SEHER Program



• Recently, Women Entrepreneurship Platform and TransUnion CIBIL 
Partner launched the SEHER Program to empower women 
entrepreneurs.

• About the SEHER Program

• It is a credit education initiative aimed at empowering women 
entrepreneurs in India by providing essential financial literacy 
content and business skills to women business owners.

• It facilitates better access to credit and financial resources for 
women-led businesses.

• It provides women entrepreneurs with knowledge about credit 
scores, loan eligibility, and financial planning.



• Importance

• Reducing gender disparities (currently, 
only 7% of overall outstanding loans to 
MSMEs are granted to women-led 
businesses), and employment 
opportunities (around 20% MSMEs 
being women-owned).



India Grants 
Record Patents



• Recently, the Union Minister of Commerce 
and Industry highlighted that India issued 
around one lakh patents in 2024, reflecting 
the significant increase in patent approval. 

• What is a Patent?

• About: 

• A patent is a legal right to an invention given 
to a person or entity without interference 
from others who wish to replicate, use, or 
sell it.



• Patent protection is a territorial right and therefore it is effective only 
within the territory of India. There is no concept of global patent.

• The patent system in India is governed by the Patents Act, 1970 with 
patent rules being regularly amended in consonance with the changing 
environment, the most recent being Patents (Amendment) Rules, 2024.



• Criteria of Patentability: An invention is patentable 
subject matter if it is novel, non-obvious, and capable 
of Industrial application. 

• In the Global Innovation Index (GII) 2023rankings by 
WIPO, India secured the 40th position out of 132 
countries. This marks an improvement from the 
46th position in 2021 and the 81st rank in 2015.

• According to the study released by the World 
Intellectual Property Organisation, India sees record 
31.6% rise in patent applications in 2022; ahead of 
China, U.K.





248th Independence Day of US



• Recently, the US has celebrated its 248th anniversary of 
its Independence Day on the 4th July 2024.

• The US was declared as a sovereign nation after the adoption of 
the Declaration of Independence by the Second Continental 
Congress on 4th July 1776.

• This day marked the separation of British colonies from Great Britain.

•



• The struggle for independence began in 1775 when the 13 American 
colonies sought freedom from British rule under King George III.

• This conflict sparked the American Revolutionary War (1775-1783), fueled by 
the colonies desire for self-governance and freedom from oppressive British 
policies.

•



• The American colonies voted to declare independence on 2nd July 
1776, two days before the Declaration was approved and 12 of the 13 
colonies officially decided to sever political ties with Great Britain.



• Causes of the American Revolutionary War included British trade 
restrictions hindering economic development, the ban on westward 
expansion, influence of Enlightenment thinkers, British attempts to tax the 
colonies, lack of representation in British Parliament, and harsh measures 
like the Coercive Acts intensifying colonial discontent.



NOMADIC ELEPHANT



• The 16th edition of the India-Mongolia Joint Military Exercise 
NOMADIC ELEPHANT began in Meghalaya. 

• The exercise aims to enhance joint military capabilities for 
counterinsurgency operations under the United Nations Mandate 
Chapter VII, focusing on semi-urban and mountainous terrain



INDIA- THAILAND JOINT 
MILITARY EXERCISE MAITREE



Exercise MAITREE, conducted annually since 2006, alternates 
between India and Thailand. 

This exercise is crucial for both nations facing terrorism threats, 
especially in southern Thailand regions like Satun, Patthalung, 
and Bangkok, which are prone to attacks. 

The exercise includes company-level joint training on insurgency 
and counter-terrorism in jungle and urban scenarios, enhancing 
defence cooperation and bilateral relations between the Indian 
Army and the Royal Thailand Army.



Fun fact 

• Myth: We Only Use 10% of Our Brain

• Debunked: This myth suggests that 90% of our brain's potential is 
untapped, but neuroscience research has shown that virtually every 
part of the brain has a known function. Brain imaging techniques 
reveal that even simple tasks like speaking or walking involve multiple 
areas of the brain working together. No part of the brain is completely 
inactive.



Facilitate

Definition: To make an action or process easier or more likely to happen.

Example Sentence: The new software is designed to facilitate the workflow in the office.

Synonyms: Aid, assist, promote, simplify.

Antonyms: Hinder, impede, obstruct, complicate.







Thank you 
guys.


