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• Swearing-In Ceremony

• Hemant Soren of Jharkhand Mukti Morcha (JMM) sworn in as Jharkhand 
Chief Minister for the third time.

• Administered the oath of office by Governor C.P. Radhakrishnan at Raj 
Bhavan, Ranchi.

• Legal Context

• Soren is currently out on bail in a money laundering case.

• Attributes his ability to resume office to a court order.



• Political Dynamics

• Champai Soren, who was running the government during Hemant Soren's 
legal troubles, resigned and congratulated the new Chief Minister.

• Hemant Soren claims a conspiracy was hatched to oust him because of his 
tribal background.

• Soren's Commitment

• Vows to work for the development of the state.

• Expressed his struggles and dedication to working for the people of 
Jharkhand.



1.Upcoming Elections
1. The state is expected to head to the polls to elect a new legislative assembly in 

October.



• What significant challenge did Hemant Soren face before resuming his 
position as Chief Minister of Jharkhand?

• A) Opposition from political rivals.
B) Health issues.
C) A money laundering case and subsequent jail time.
D) A natural disaster affecting the state.
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• Age Question in U.S. Presidential ElectionsThe issue of age for presidential 
candidates in the U.S. has been ongoing for over four decades.

• President Ronald Reagan addressed this issue during his 1980 campaign and 
a debate in 1984.

• Reagan deflected concerns with humor and assured voters of his 
competence, pledging to resign if he became impaired.



• President Joe Biden

• At 81, Biden faces scrutiny and concerns over his age and cognitive abilities.

• Struggled during a debate with former President Donald Trump, setting off 
alarms among Democrats.

• Has moments of confusion and forgetfulness, particularly in the evenings.

• Despite concerns, Biden is determined to continue his re-election campaign.



• President Donald Trump

• At 78, Trump also faces questions about age but appears more vigorous.

• Has a history of misstating facts and has faced his own scrutiny regarding 
age and competence.



1.Public and Political Reactions
1. Concerns over the competence of elderly leaders are growing among voters.

2. Representative Nancy Pelosi, at 84, reflected on the legitimacy of these concerns for 
both candidates.

3. The question of age in leadership is linked to a broader debate on competence and 
the impact of aging.



• Broader Implications

1.Impact on Elections
1. The age question plays a significant role in voter perceptions and campaign 

strategies.

2. Americans' personal experiences with aging contribute to the heightened focus on 
this issue.









• Hindus consider Bhojshala, an ASI-protected 11th-century monument, to be 
a temple dedicated to Vagdevi (Goddess Saraswati), while the Muslim community 
call it Kamal Maula Mosque.

• As per an arrangement made by the ASI on 7th April 2003, Hindus perform puja 
in the Bhojshala premises on Tuesdays, while Muslims offer namaz in the 
complex on Fridays.

• The high court had on 11th March 2024 ordered the ASI to conduct a "scientific 
survey" of the Bhojshala-Kamal Moula mosque complex within six weeks.

•



• Who was Raja Bhoj of Gurjara-Pratihara Dynasty?

• Bhoja was the Pratihara dynasty's greatest emperor and the actual founder of 
the empire.

• The Gurjara-Pratiharas came to prominence in the second quarter of the 8th century, when 
they offered successful resistance to the Arabs.

• The Pratiharas who ruled over Kannauj for a long time are also called Gurjara-Pratiharas. 
The meaning of the word Pratihara is "doorman."



• He defeated the Pala king Devapala and the Rashtrakuta king Amoghavarsha, 
establishing the Gurjara-Pratiharas as the dominant power in northern India 
during his reign.



• BhojaⅠ/Mihir Bhoja (836 – 885 AD):The best-known Gurjara-Pratihara king 

was Bhoja, grandson of Nagabhata II.

• A glorious chapter of the history of the Pratiharas begins with the accession of 
Mihirabhoja.

• Mihirabhoja ascended to the throne in 836 AD. He ruled the Pratiharas for more 
than 46 years and is regarded as their most popular king.

• He reorganized and consolidated the empire inherited from his ancestors and 
ushered in an era of prosperity for the Pratiharas.

•

















• Fatal Infection

• A 12-year-old boy from Feroke, Kerala, died of primary amoebic 
meningoencephalitis in Kozhikode.

• Third death due to this infection in Kerala in the past two months.



1.Medical History
1. E.P. Mridul, a Class 7 student, first experienced symptoms like headache and 

vomiting after bathing in a local pond.

2. Initially treated at the government taluk hospital, then referred to the Government 
Medical College Hospital, and finally to a private hospital where he remained in 
critical condition since June 24.



• Previous Cases

1.Other Victims
1. V. Dakshina, 13, of Kannur died on June 12 at a private hospital in Kozhikode.

2. Fadva, 5, of Munniyur died on May 20 at the Government Medical College Hospital in 
Kozhikode.



• Causative AgentThe infection is caused by Naegleria fowleri, known as the 
'brain-eating amoeba.'

• Lives in fresh warm water and infects people through the nose.



1.Symptoms
1. Symptoms include headache, fever, nausea, vomiting, altered mental status, and 

seizures.

• Health Department Response

1.Preventive Measures
1. Planning to issue special guidelines for the treatment and prevention of the 

infection.



• What is the cause of the fatal infection mentioned in the article?

• A) Bacterial contamination in drinking water.
B) Naegleria fowleri, known as the 'brain-eating amoeba.'
C) Viral encephalitis.
D) Fungal infection in contaminated food.







• Formation and Purpose of SCO

• The Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) originated from the 
"Shanghai Five" group formed in 1996, consisting of China, Russia, 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, and Tajikistan.

• Established in Shanghai on June 15, 2001, with an aim to address security 
concerns post-USSR dissolution, particularly extremism and ethnic tensions.

• Initially focused on cooperation in security matters.



• Current Membership

• SCO now includes India, Iran, Kazakhstan, China, Kyrgyzstan, Pakistan, 
Russia, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, and Belarus (latest member).



• Role and Importance

• SCO is an important forum for non-Western countries to cooperate on 
security and economic issues.

• Seen as an alternative to Western-led organizations, particularly by Russia 
and China.



• Strategic Moves

• China and Russia have historically viewed Central Asia as their sphere of 
influence, but China is increasing its investments through the Belt and Road 
Initiative (BRI).

• Inclusion of India and Pakistan in 2017 reflects geopolitical jostling.



• Iran's Inclusion

• Iran's membership in 2023 is seen as a step to counter US diplomatic 
pressure.

• Chinese state media emphasized its importance for breaking the US 
diplomatic blockade.

• India's Position

• India leverages SCO to strengthen ties with Central Asian countries.

• However, India opposes the BRI, particularly due to the China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor (CPEC) which passes through Pakistan-occupied Kashmir, 
seen as a violation of India’s territorial integrity.



• 2023 Summit in Astana, Kazakhstan

• External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar engaged with Chinese Foreign Minister 
Wang Yi.

• Emphasized SCO's importance in India's foreign policy.

• Highlighted the ongoing competition between China and Russia despite 
their strategic partnership.



• What is the primary focus of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation 
(SCO)?

• A) Promotion of Western democratic values.
B) Economic development through Western partnerships.
C) Cooperation on security matters among member states.
D) Military alliances against non-member countries.





• Introduction of Producer Price Index (PPI)

• India is set to introduce a Producer Price Index (PPI) to measure price 
pressures, replacing the Wholesale Price Index (WPI).

• The PPI will be an addition to the existing Consumer Price Index (CPI).



• Development and Approval

• The model for the proposed PPI is being developed and will be reviewed by 
the National Statistical Commission (NSC).

• The final draft will be submitted to higher authorities for approval.



• Historical Context and Consultation

• The idea of PPI has been discussed for over 20 years, with initial 
assessments made in 2003.

• In 2019, a working group was established to suggest a roadmap for 
implementing PPI.

• The working group consisted of experts from various fields, including the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF).



• Comparison with WPI and CPI

• PPI measures the average change in prices received by producers for their 
output, excluding indirect taxes.

• WPI includes changes at the point of bulk transactions and factors in taxes 
and transportation costs.

• CPI is the primary index relied upon by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) and 
the Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) under the inflation targeting 
framework.

• WPI has a larger weight in the GDP deflator than CPI, explaining 
discrepancies between nominal and real GDP growth rates.



1.Global Context
1. Most G-20 countries, including China, use PPI.

2. India is one of the few countries still using WPI.

2.Implementation Challenges and Expectations
1. A transitional phase is expected where both WPI and PPI will coexist.

2. The new index will draw from a broad range of goods and services, aiming to provide 
a more accurate measure of price movements.



• What is the main difference between the Producer Price Index (PPI) 
and the Wholesale Price Index (WPI)?

• A) PPI measures price changes at the retail level, while WPI measures 
price changes at the producer level.
B) PPI measures the average change in prices received by producers 
excluding indirect taxes, while WPI includes taxes and transportation 
costs.
C) PPI includes price changes of goods and services, while WPI includes 
only goods.
D) PPI is the primary index used by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) for 
inflation targeting, while WPI is used by the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF).



Death Anniversary of Swami 
Vivekananda



• Every year, 4th July is observed as the death anniversary of Swami 
Vivekananda. 

• He is considered as the father of modern Indian nationalism and is also 
credited with raising interfaith awareness and bringing Hinduism to the 
status of a major world religion in the late 19th century.



• What are the Key Points About Swami Vivekananda? 

• About: Vivekananda was born as Narendranath Datta on 12th January 1863 
in Calcutta.

• In 1893, upon the request of Maharaja Ajit Singh of the Khetri State, he 
took the name ‘Vivekananda.’

• He is credited for introducing yoga and Vedanta to the West. He died at 
Belur Math (1902) in West Bengal. 

• It is the headquarters of Ramakrishna Math & Ramakrishna Mission.

• National Youth Day is held every year on 12th January to observe the birth 
anniversary of Swami Vivekananda.



• Spiritual Contribution:

• He was one of India's greatest spiritual leaders and intellectuals and was the 
chief disciple of the Ramakrishna Paramhansa.

• Vivekananda's message to the world about human values is rooted in the 
teachings of the Upanishads and the Gita, as well as the examples set by 
the Buddha and Jesus.

• His mission was to bridge the gap between paramartha (service) and vyavahara
(behavior), as well as between spirituality and daily life.

• He advocated the doctrine of service. Serving jiva (living beings) is considered worship of 
Siva.



Windfall Tax



• Recently, the Indian government has increased the windfall tax on 
domestically produced crude oil from Rs 3,250 per tonne to Rs 6,000 per 
tonne. 

• A Windfall Tax is a type of tax that is levied on companies or individuals who 
have unexpectedly and/or dramatically gained large profits, often due to 
external factors beyond their control. 

• It is commonly levied on industries such as oil, gas, and mining.



• The purpose is to capture a portion of the extraordinary profits that companies make 
and redistribute it for public good.

• It is a strategic measure to promote transparency and fairness and responsible economic 
practices in the energy industry.

•



• This hike will impact the profits of oil companies operating in India and reduce 
their earnings.

• India first implemented windfall profit taxes on 1st July 2022, aligning with 
other countries that tax excessive profits of energy companies.

• The tax rates are reassessed every 2 weeks, taking into account international 
crude prices from the preceding fortnight.

•
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Aditya-L1 Spacecraft Completed 
First Halo Orbit



• India’s first solar mission, the Aditya-L1 spacecraft, has completed 
its first halo orbit around the Sun-Earth L1 point.

• About

• The Aditya-L1 mission was launched in 2023, and was inserted in 
its targeted halo orbit on January 6, 2024.

• The Aditya-L1 spacecraft in the halo orbit takes 178 days to 
complete a revolution around the L1 point.

•



• What is the Aditya-L1 mission?

• Aditya-L1 is the first space-based Indian observatory to study the 
Sun. It was launched on September 2, 2023 by the PSLV-C57.

• Solar observatory is placed at Lagrangian point L1 for “Observing and 
understanding the chromospheric and coronal dynamics of the Sun” 
in a continuous manner.





• Other missions to Sun

• NASA’s Parker Solar Probe, launched in 2018, has already gone far 
closer — but it will be looking away from the Sun.

• Helios 2 solar probe, a joint venture between NASA and the space 
agency of erstwhile West Germany,was launched to investigate solar 
processes of the Sun’s surface in 1976.



Sampoornata Abhiyan



• Recently, NITI Aayog has launched the ‘Sampoornata Abhiyan’ with 
the aim of achieving saturation in key indicators across Aspirational 
Districts and Blocks.

• About the Sampoornata Abhiyan

• It is a three-month campaign, running from July to September 2024, 
seeking to uplift the relatively backward and remote areas of the 
country.



• It focuses on six critical Key Performance Indicators (KPIs) in both 
Aspirational Districts and Aspirational Blocks.

• NITI Aayog collaborates with Central Ministries, State Governments, 
and Union Territories to ensure effective development. The focus lies 
on improved planning, capacity building, and sustainable service 
delivery.











Thank you 
guys.


