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Chandrababu Naidu
meets Prime Minister
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MO STEPPING BACK

White House
clears the air

candidacy / ;
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India, U.S. share goals
on Ukraine: Garcetti
MEWS » PAGE &
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over Biden’s 3 yanmar? 7
New Delhi could provide
assistance

oLvmPIc GaMES
Neeraj to lead India™
athletics team at Paris
SPORT » PAGE 17

INSIDE

undergraduste Natonal
EBgibilitycurn Ertrance Test,
2024 which was rddled with
sllegations of paper leaks and
other iregularties. » PAGE

NEW DELEI
re does not appear to be
much scope for an alliance
between the Congress and the
AAP for the Assermbly siections
in Maryana and Delhi, but the
INDIA bloc will fight polls
together in Maharashtra and
Jharkhand, Congress general
secretary Jairam Ramesh said

on Th - » PAGE S
Myanmar moving
close to genocide,
says UN expert
cENEVA

Myanmars Rakhine State is
facing a terrfying situation
semilar to the run up to
‘genocidal violence™ eight
years 3o against th
persecuted Robingya mnority,
Thomas Andrews, UN's special
rapporteur on the human
rights situstion i Myanmas,
=2 on Thursday. » PAGE 14

6 held for U.P. stampede; godman left out in FIR

Police announce

a reward of %1 lakh for information on Devprakash Madhukar. the main accused: probe teams formed to search for persons who were part of the organising

committee responsible for all aspects of the religious gathering in Hathras: police say Bhole Baba will be interrogated if required during the course of the investigation

in connection with the

Devprakash Madhukar, the
main accused of the inci-
dent. He was a follower of
Bhole Baba and collected
funds for his events, the
police

peaklng the ar-
rests, Shalabh Mathur, In-
General of Police,

at a
gathering in Hathras that
left 121 people dead.

The arrested persons
were part of th,

said poll
been formed to search for
persons who were part of

that organised the satsang
of preacher Narayan Sakar

Hari, alias Bhole Baba,
who was not named in the
first information _repore
CFIR). The pol an-
hounced a reward ofa
lakh for information on

of the
"Dur teams arrested six
as Rah-

ban Singh Yadav, Bhupen-
dar s

. who all were volun-

—— —
Srmgedys A forensic enpert examines the stampede site on Wadnasday. %  WOORTSY

sons who were arrested

e official said the per-

bilities for the religious
event, including crowd

anagement and collec

nds_ ~Their job
anage everything
related to sarsang...

rested persons told us that
the followers of Bhole Baba
feel blessed to collect his
charan raj [soil under his
feet]. On the day of the
stampe. volunteers
fafled to manage the peo-
ple who pushed thelr way
collect the soll” Mr.

He also sasd that a non-

the families after comple-
tion of required formalities
post-mortem.
When was asked if the
eacher, said to be a form-

er policeman whose real
name is Suraj Pal, would be
interrogated in the case,
the official said that inter-
rogadon will be done if re-
course of
mvung.uom
“We got to know about a
criminal _ case I d
against _the preacher in
Agra. There was a-:qulnal
in thar case. We are &
to find out if there are pte»
<criminal
eninst him and his follow.
ers in different States and
cities. We will keep interro-
gating and arresting peo-
ple as and when new
names and ormation
crop up,” Mr. Mathur said.

Sea of fans

WVictory tap: The Marine Drive in Murmbai

Filled with fans wasing to greet the indian cricket tearm ahead of its victory parade after winning
the T20 World Cup in Barbados. The team arrived in India on Thursday moming. ENMANUAL YOGN

Soren takes oath as CM of
Jharkhand for third time

RANCEHT

Jharkhand Mukt Morcha
UMM) leader Hemant So-
ren was sworn in as Jhark-
hand Chief Minister for the
third time on Thursday.

“Despite the political
ups and . Champal
Soren ji was running the
government because 1 was

already in the public do-

main_ It is only because of

court’s order that I am
out of jail and have res-
um, work. Now 1 will
work for the development

of the State,” the new Chief
Minferer satd afer ealdiie
workers bur

the polis to elect a new le-

gislative Assembly In Oc-
tober this year.

Mr. Soren said that a
conspiracy been
hatched to oust him from

State’s top post. “1 was
forced to step down from
post of Chief Minister

Sal1 T et fise St

a tribal was leading
the state.
sy

I have always
ruggled n my life and
ied my level best to work
for the people of Jhark:

Labour Party projected to oust Sunak’s
Conservative govemment in UK. polls

LONDON

aillions went to the polls
in the UK. on Thursday, to
vote for 650 MPs in the
House mons, with
the Labour Party projected
to win & sizeable. If not his-

aoldlng to several poll pro-
Ject:

When final results are
announced Friday morn-
ing, the accuracy of the
polls and the fate of Rishi
Sunak's government
be known

The 44-year-old British

taking a battering in the
“i

years after Brexit, partly
because of it but a]so due
to global inflationary

Sures following Fusias in-

short term of 50 days.

wait times for doctors” ap-
pointments..

. ~Vote -
Labour leader Keir Starm-
said on

Thursday. ~To-
day, Britain’s future is on

Voters leave a polling station in Belfast on Thursday 2>

the ballot,” he

wrote, post-
ing a photograph of him-
self with his wife, Victoria
Starmer on

A kilometres
north of Mr. Starmer’s Lon-
don stuency of Hol-
born and St Pancr:

and wife Akshata Murty

cast their votes. “Vote Con-

servative to stop the La-

supermajority which

would mean higher

for a generation.”
K

stretch of the campaign,
AMr. Sunak has repeatedly
accused Mr. Starmer and
the Labour government of

wanting to increase taxes.

‘oregone conclusion
Conservative  politicians

also presented the
election as a foregone con-
clusion, often using the

Jaishankar meets Wang Yi, says LAC
must be respected and peace ensured

NEW DELIL

In their first such meeting
since the Lok :.abha slec-
tion, External Affairs
nister S jalshankar held
talks with Chinese Foresgn
¥i on the si-
delines of the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation

hand actively resume nor-

‘Global situation”

The MEA statement also

said ma: the two leaders
views on

the global situation-, and

term supermajority. Mr. | (SCO) Council meeting on
Starmer had responded ac- | Thursday. that india had extended its
cusing Tories of at- Both sides stressed External Affairs Minister 5. his Chi support_to Chinas presi-
- pe- frmutnalres-  Wang Yicn the sidelines of the SCO meet in Astana on Thursday. A% dency of t

opia from voting. pect™ in reso Speaking at the

The Liberal Democrats, ary ssues that have  side. EAM highlighted the  border commanders and  Council of the Heads of
who performed strongly in | frozen ties bes them edouble efforts to  defence officials in the  State, Mr. Jaisha r
May's local elections, are 22 che s foter yeamx. ac] disen- of the out Prime Minister Naren-
hoping to make third place told Mr. from the re- Mechanism for Consulta dra Modi's addres his
i he new  Parliomont, | Wamngthat it was knportant  sasining aress In Eastern on and C b the

harhe ~Line of Acmal  Ladakiiand restore border  Mudla.China Border Affsws  SCOS “respect for sowe-

over 60 seats for them. The | Control mast be respected  peace and tranquillity in NG have thus far reignty,  Independence,

Prime Minister during the
course of Friday.

“LIMIT LABOUR'S POWER"
» PAGE 14

order to remaove obstacles
towards the return of nor-
malcy in bilateral rela-
tons,” the MEA said.

yielded no further break-
through, which hinges on
the Chinese position at the
Demchok and Depsang
sectors.

Ina

The two Ministers were
meeting for the third time
in the past I2 months, and
have made a push for com-

and

not in the interest of either

plete
the resolution of the mili-
tary border standoff since

of
the mecting. the Chinese
Miinistry of Forelgn Affairs

id thar it important

territorial integrity” as a
basis for its foresgn poli-
cles. “We have also agreed
not to take any measures
contrary to the principles
o

integrity.”
PM’s speech read,
ing China,

the SCO™, in a pointed refe-
rence at P




Soren takes oath as CM of
Jharkhand for third time

Amit Bhelari
RANCHI

Jharkhand Mukti Morcha
(JMM) leader Hemant So-
ren was sworn in as Jhark-
hand Chief Minister for the
third time on Thursday.

Mr. Soren, who is cur-
rently out on bail in a mo-
ney laundering case, was
administered the oath of
office and secrecy by Go-
vernor C.P. Radhakrishnan
at the Raj Bhavan in
Ranchi.

“Despite the political
ups and downs, Champai
Soren ji was running the
government because I was
in jail. I do not want to dis-
cuss why I was in jail be-
cause the court’s order is
already in the public do-

Hemant Soren

main. It is only because of
the court’s order that I am
out of jail and have res-
umed my work. Now I will
work for the development
of the State,” the new Chief
Minister said after taking
oath, as JMM workers burst
crackers in celebration out-
side the Raj Bhavan. The
State is expected to head to
the polls to elect a new le-

gislative Assembly in Oc-
tober this year.

Mr. Soren said that a
conspiracy had been
hatched to oust him from
the State’s top post. “I was
forced to step down from
the post of Chief Minister
after a conspiracy was
hatched against me. They
could not digest the fact
that a tribal was leading
the State. I have always
struggled in my life and
tried my level best to work
for the people of Jhark-
hand,” he posted on X be-
fore the oath-taking
ceremony.

Champai Soren, who re-
signed as Chief Minister on
Wednesday, was present at
the event and congratulat-
ed the new Chief Minister.



Jharkhand

State

Dalma Wildlife
Sanctuary

.

Panchet Dam
f v—

Country e India

Region East India

Before was Part of Bihar

Formation 15 November 2000
Capital Ranchi

Largest city Jamshedpur

Districts 24 (5 divisions)
Government

- Body Government of Jharkhand
* Governor C. P. Radhakrishnan

« Chief minister

Hemant Soren (JMM)

Language

State Legislature

Unicameral

« Official Hindil!

- Additional Angika - Bengali -

official Bhojpuri - Bhumij - Ho -
Kharia - Khortha + Kurmali
+ Kurukh - Magahi -
Maithili - Mundari -
Nagpuri - Odia - Santali -
Urdul415]

GDP

« Total (2024-25)

A%4.70 lakh crore
(US$56 billion)

» Assembly Jharkhand Legislative
Assembly (81 seats)
National Parliament of India
Parliament
- Rajya Sabha 6 seats
* Lok Sabha 14 seats
High Court Jharkhand High Court
Area
- Total 79,716 km?
(30,779 sq mi)
* Rank 15th
Dimensions
* Length 380 km (240 mi)
* Width 463 km (288 mi)
Elevation 277 m (909 ft)

Highest elevation
(Parasnathl'l)

1,382 m (4,534 ft)

Population (2011)2!
* Total

* Rank

+ Density

» Urban

* Rural

A 32,988,134
14th

414/km? (1,070/sq mi)
24.05%

75.95%

+ Rank 19th

- Per capita V¥ 7107,436 (US$1,300)
(30th)

Time zone UTC+05:30 (IST)

ISO 3166 code IN-JH

Vehicle JH

registration

HDI (2022) A 0.592 (32nd)

Literacy (2011) A 66.41% (32nd)

Sex ratio (2021) 948 2/1000 3 (6] (26th)

Website jharkhand.gov.in 2

Symbols of Jharkhand

Bird Koel

Flower Palash

Mammal Indian elephant!”]

Tree Sal




* Swearing-In Ceremony

 Hemant Soren of Jharkhand Mukti Morcha (JMM) sworn in as Jharkhand
Chief Minister for the third time.

* Administered the oath of office by Governor C.P. Radhakrishnan at Raj
Bhavan, Ranchi.

* Legal Context
* Soren is currently out on bail in a money laundering case.
* Attributes his ability to resume office to a court order.



* Political Dynamics

* Champai Soren, who was running the government during Hemant Soren's
legal troubles, resigned and congratulated the new Chief Minister.

* Hemant Soren claims a conspiracy was hatched to oust him because of his
tribal background.

* Soren's Commitment
* Vows to work for the development of the state.

* Expressed his struggles and dedication to working for the people of
Jharkhand.



1.Upcoming Elections

1. The state is expected to head to the polls to elect a new legislative assembly in
October.



* What significant challenge did Hemant Soren face before resuming his
position as Chief Minister of Jharkhand?

* A) Opposition from political rivals.
B) Health issues.
C) A money laundering case and subsequent jail time.
D) A natural disaster affecting the state.
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Victory lap: The Marine Drive in Mumbai is filled with fans waiting to greet the Indian cricket team ahead of its victory parade after winning
the T20 World Cup in Barbados. The team arrived in India on Thursday morning. EMMANUAL YOGINI
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Mallians hold placards towelcanve the Keryan police

patralling their capital, Port-au-Price

o Wednesday. 88

Early days of ‘key’
Kenyan police duty
positive: Haiti PM

TED NATIONS

Haitian Prime Minister

ter Garry Conille told the UN

Security Council on Wednesday that recently de-
ployed Kenyan police will be cruclal o helping
rol the country’s gangs and moving toward

Gemotratic dection
from thei
extremely p

— and

he called feedback
initlal days in the capital “extremely,

He: said his government will focus on address-

gang vialence and food
free elections through constirut

uilding public trust in the police.
the initial contingent of 200 Ke-

reform, and rebi

Ensecurity, ensuring

ional and poliical

nyan police arrived in Port-au-Prince. Kenya has

000 police to the international police
Chmille next contingent will
e

be arriving “very soon.” They will later be join

o 3 508 persomnal st
tional force to combar gangs

cretary-General Anténio Gurerres appealed for

months for a country to lead the force

Kenyans came forward.
& gangs

before the

have grown in power since the July 7,

specialist, took wp hi
Fhanth after being voted

il With the help of the internatio

nal force, he 15

sasked with stabilising the couniry in preparation
el

for democratic elections in

Women forced to flee Myanmar as junta
enforces conscription to bolster troops

have risked their lives to trek thiro

L s. and fiord rivers, ©

into neighbouring countries withowut documentation since the

Eeuters

stelle knew she had
| DERr
The military junta

had just announced it
would introduce conserip-
tion to bolster its forces
against myriad  armed
groups challenging its pow-
er, and she was terrtfied

“The former government
worker, whose name has
changed ta protect

have

.
made it in-

groups fighting against the
milicary, joined
These groupe themeches.

The mass exodus is tak-
ing place as the milktary re-
Egime faces is most serious
CTEsis since It 1ok power in
a 2021 coup,  which
sparked widespread
protests.

The streer demonstra-
rioms,, were met with
a  brumal  crackdown,
morphed into an armed re-
sistance  movement  that

Fight or flight: UN S:l:nil

cases of trafficking of

has seen mewer anti-cougp
forces join with many of

BTt chalengs to the
mlitary in dec.
UN Human Rights
Office says  more
5.000 pecple have feen
killed by the military since
the coup, inchuding more
than  LOGO  women.
around 3 million people
have been displaced.
Estelle had to sneak out
afthe country because she
d joi e

the equivalent of around
5280 each in Myanmar's
kyat currency to travel by
car from the city of Mawla-
myine o the border with

s
e e girts Folliosin the exvactrmaent OF thve conscrption Lo, FAE PHOTS

Thailand and then hised a
smuggler take them
across the Moei River.

“It was just the two of us
girls travelling with a man
wedidn’ v Estelle
said. “We were scared we
would be arrested or traf
ficked "

the risk
Bt they took the risk any-
way despite the fact thar, at
36, Estelle falls outside the
age range for conscription,
A few days after its mitial
announcement, the junta
also pledged to exempt wo-
men for the time being

Bur Estelle is not going

“That's just words,” she
said. “We never know
when the tme will come
when they will make difi-
cul s

The junta has been ac-
cused By Western govern:

denbFied

mients of systematic atro<i-
ries and excessive use of air
strikes and artillery in civi-
Han areas. It has dismissed
that as misinformation and

says it s

conscription, puting
at high risk of traficking
forms of e
Conscription  ex-
ons for married wo-
men also raise the risk of
early and forced marriage

for girks and women,”
Andrews wrote.

Mr.

severe hardships
The military call-up comes

su. The World Bank
says w n

ularly hard hit by the
econom that

“There is no safe place
for women and girls
to survive In risky sit-

they are denied citizen-

ng to
a Human Rights Warch

report.

‘And this has had an ef-
fect on women and the
economic welfare of their

steady Imcrease in pe
Croasing the border from
anmar,  including

nearly 30% Increase bet-
ween January and Febru
~ Women were more
lkely than men to enter
without official documen:

tation, it added.
But it's not juse military
some wo-

Shan

nounced mandat ser
vice policies in recent
maonths_ these

Twa
ETOUpSs conserpt wommen.

Fear of being conscript-
ed into an ethnic armed
group drove IG-year-old
Christine, who alsé did not

Christiné and her siblings
would have to serve in its
ey fled the next
day and Christine headed
0 Malaysia.
is now in Kuala
Lumpur where she Is terri-
fied of being amrested by
immigration officials

Ukraine’s Army retreats from
positions as Russia marches
into strategically vital town

BVIV

Ukralnes Army has re-
treated from a neighbour
hood on the ouskints of
Chasly Yar, Nazar volosh-
wn, a person for the
Khortytsua ground forces
formation, said on Thurs

A strategically
rant town the eastern
Donersk region which has
been rubble un-

impar-

A Uscainian soldier on the
catshirts

der a months-long Russian
assault, Chasiv ¥ar occu-
pies a strategic elevated Io-
cation. It lies a short dis
tance west of Bakhmut,
which was captured by
Kussia 15t year after 3 bit-
ter 10-month battle.

For months, Russian
forces have focused on

capeuring Chasiv ¥ar and
its fall puts nearby cities in
jeopardy,  compromises
eritical Ukrainian supply
routes and brings Russia
closer to its stated alm of
selzing the entire Donetsk
region.
Ukraine's defensive po-

sitions in the town were
sTrorye

there was a threat of se-
ricus casualties If troops
remained in the area and

the biggest cities in the Uk
rainian-controlled part of
the Donetsk region.

Seeking reform

Poll ploti Wormen cheer and wave flags Guring a campaign rally of Iransan reformist candidate Masoud Pesesd
presidential stection run-off foliowing a first round marked

ksan, bvo ey before 2

by 2 histarcally low furncut, 21 a stadium in Tehran on Wednesday. 47

From Reagan to Biden, the decades-long question of age in U.S. election

Associated Press

The age question for presi-
dential candidates in the
U.5. is more than four de-
cades old. President Ro-
nald Reagan in 1980 an
swered it with 2 o
resign if he became lm
paired, and in 1984 with a
clever joke that reset his
campaign from _a  stum
bling debare performance
£ 2 4g-tate Landslide and

mous mic-drop in
history. “1 am
1o pol-
ftical purposes my -
and
inexperience.”
cm

The audience rtoared,
even Democratic Vice Pre
Siden: - Waher  Mondale
laughed — and Reagan's
reslection was back on
erac
Today, Democratic Pre
sident Joe Hiden, §1. is
struggling for such a re
demptive moment
zom dehute perfoe
ance Republica
former President Bonald
Trump, 78. Those 90 mi-
pimes last week st off
alarms among Democrats
hoping Kr lsidm wuuld
keep Mr. Trump from re-
Aaring o the Wit Houe
— and hefghtened concern

among voters long skepti
cal of how either elderly

more years.

privacely describred him as
often sharp and focused.
But he also has mom.

particularly

d. S
grasp the finer

and moves slawly around
the room, they sakd.

Me. Biden has vowed to
stay In the race, despite

signs of eroding support on
Capitol Hill

Weike Ranald Reagan, ef, ad pledged Lo leave office ifbe becarne
e end.

of California Berkeley, for-
& Wiall Strees

merly of th
Jowernal.

At its heart, the ques
— how old Is too old o be
President? — ks about com-
petence. And Americans

have never had wider per-
sonal experience with the
effects of aging than they

A surge of retiring baby
boomers means that mil-

fimpained, Presid

from his reslection cam
paign. - eing. 1'mo
B i o thae e et
weere going to win "
But the guestion facing
iy is far more ntmare,
acco(d.lng t one expert
who Reagan's
h.e:ldldurlngluswesl.d.en-

cy. “The most important
ign s

Bidens head bet-
ween the part of mind tell-
ing him hes the chosen
one, and u-
aware part;

- Rich
Factively of the Universbiy

Mr. Biden to a cognitive

“1s this . or ks
this a condition?- Rep.
Nancy Pelosi, 84, won-

ing the question d
“It's le

5
Reagan faced the same
questions even before he
was elected as the oldest

President to that poins.
didn’t  happen.

terms, leaving office |
0.
Neither Mr. Trump
M. Biden has made a simi-

o
Tequests for COMMIEnt of
Wednesday.

will fight back
if assaulted in
South China
Sea: Manila

prremey

Philippine forces will_de-
fend themselves with “the
same level of force” if they

e under assaulr again
from China's coast guatd in
the disputed South China
Sea, the Phillppine military
chief sabd Thursday.

spears injured Filipino na-
vy personnel and
twa of thelr boats in a
chaotsc faceoff at the Se
cond Thomas Shoal last
month

med Forces of the
Philippines chief Gen. Ro-
meo Brawner Ir. asked Chi-

in dam; etrn se-
ven rifies which he said
were

coast guard
ing the June 17 confronta-

tion. Philippine officials re-
layed the demands, along

vy
would do in case they are
involved In ancther con-

+



From Reagan to Biden, the decades-long question of age in U.S. election

Associated Press

The age question for presi-
dential candidates in the
U.S. is more than four de-
cades old. President Ro-
nald Reagan in 1980 an-
swered it with a pledge to
resign if he became im-
paired, and in 1984 with a
clever joke that reset his
campaign from a stum-
bling debate performance
to a 49-State landslide and
a second term.

“I will not make age an
issue of this campaign,”
Reagan said to the ques-
tion he knew was coming
in perhaps the most fa-
mous mic-drop moment in
campaign history. “I am
not going to exploit for pol-
itical purposes my oppo-
nent’s youth and
inexperience.”

cM

The audience roared,
even Democratic Vice Pre-
sident Walter Mondale
laughed — and Reagan’s
reelection was back on
track.

Today, Democratic Pre-
sident Joe Biden, 81, is
struggling for such a re-
demptive moment after a
disastrous debate perfor-
mance against Republican
former President Donald
Trump, 78. Those 90 mi-
nutes last week set off
alarms among Democrats
hoping Mr. Biden would
keep Mr. Trump from re-
turning to the White House
— and heightened concern
among voters long skepti-
cal of how either elderly
man would govern a com-
plex nation of more than
330 million people for four
Imore years.

More than two dozen
people who have spent
time with the President
privately described him as
often sharp and focused.
But he also has moments,
particularly later in the
evening, when his
thoughts seem jumbled
and he trails off mid-sen-
tence or seems confused,
they said. Sometimes he
doesn’t grasp the finer
points of policy details. He
occasionally forgets peo-
ple’s names, stares blankly
and moves slowly around
the room, they said.

Mr. Biden has vowed to
stay in the race, despite
signs of eroding support on
Capitol Hill.

“l am running .. no
one’s pushing me out,” Mr.
Biden said on a on call
Wednesday with staffers

While Ronald Reagan, left, had pledged to leave office if he became
‘impaired’, President Biden affirmed that he is ‘racing to the end’. AP

from his reelection cam-
paign. “I'm not leaving. I'm
in this race to the end and
we’re going to win.”

But the question facing
him is far more intimate,
according to one expert
who covered Reagan’s
health during his presiden-

cy. “The most important
debate of the campaign is
the one taking place right
now in Biden’s head bet-
ween the part of mind tell-
ing him he’s the chosen
one, and the more self-
aware part,” said Rich Ja-
roslavsky of the University

.

of California Berkeley, for-
merly of the Wall Street
Journal.

At its heart, the question
— how old is too old to be
President? — is about com-
petence. And Americans
have never had wider per-
sonal experience with the
effects of aging than they
do today.

A surge of retiring baby
boomers means that mil-
lions more Americans
know when they see some-
one declining. For many,
this widespread expe-
rience made Mr. Biden’s
halting performance dur-
ing Thursday’s debate a fa-
miliar reality check.

Mr. Trump seemed
more vigorous, even
though he lied about or
misstated a long list of
facts. When he challenged

Mr. Biden to a cognitive
test, Mr. Trump flubbed
the name of the doctor
who had administered his.

“Is this an episode, or is
this a condition?” Rep.
Nancy Pelosi, 84, won-
dered on MSNBC, reflect-
ing the question dominat-
ing Democratic circles this
week. “It’s legitimate — of
both candidates.”

Reagan faced the same
questions even before he
was elected as the oldest
President to that point.

That didn’t happen.
Reagan served two full
terms, leaving office in
1989,

Neither Mr. Trump nor
Mr. Biden has made a simi-
lar pledge, and their cam-
paigns did not respond to
requests for comment on
Wednesday.




* Age Question in U.S. Presidential ElectionsThe issue of age for presidential
candidates in the U.S. has been ongoing for over four decades.

* President Ronald Reagan addressed this issue during his 1980 campaign and
a debate in 1984.

* Reagan deflected concerns with humor and assured voters of his
competence, pledging to resign if he became impaired.



* President Joe Biden
* At 81, Biden faces scrutiny and concerns over his age and cognitive abilities.

e Struggled during a debate with former President Donald Trump, setting off
alarms among Democrats.

* Has moments of confusion and forgetfulness, particularly in the evenings.
* Despite concerns, Biden is determined to continue his re-election campaign.



* President Donald Trump
* At 78, Trump also faces questions about age but appears more vigorous.

* Has a history of misstating facts and has faced his own scrutiny regarding
age and competence.



1.Public and Political Reactions
1. Concerns over the competence of elderly leaders are growing among voters.
2. Representative Nancy Pelosi, at 84, reflected on the legitimacy of these concerns for

both candidates.
3. The question of age in leadership is linked to a broader debate on competence and

the impact of aging.



* Broader Implications

1.Impact on Elections

1. The age question plays a significant role in voter perceptions and campaign
strategies.

2. Americans' personal experiences with aging contribute to the heightened focus on
this issue.
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Security of Maratha activist
Jarange-Patil increased

The security of Maratha quota activist Manaoj
Jarange-Patil has been increased with the

armed personnel, Maharashtra
informed th

e
Falioed Iy Loatier of Dpposition Vi Wi

on Tuesday.

HC reserves verdict on MP
Ansaris plea against sentence

its judgment on a criminal

ligh Court on Thursday reserved
appeal filed by

Ghazipur MP Afzal Ansari challenging his four

ence by a trial court in
rd

. Along with Mr. Ansaris plea,

the High Court also heard peritions filed by the
Uttar Pradesh government and Ral’s son Piyush
Kumar Rai seeking enhancement of Mr_ Ansari's
sentence. Justice Sanjay Kumar Singh reserved
his verdict after hearing both the sides. If the
High Court upholds trial court order, Mr. Ansari

will bose his membership of Parliame:

ne em

LS poll over; NC off the
blocks for Assembly poll
with structural rejlg plan

'worday mee

deliberates on imy

outreach, colla

s manifesto,

and creation of new organisational posts; NC had won n-muu[ufmme lswm n the Valley

SRINAGAR

he National Confe-
rence’s (NC) two-
day marathon

peoming Assemlby
ectlons in Jammu and
Kashmir, structural chang-

ty’s public outreach, and
the issue of jailed

JEK is likely to see its
first Assembly poll in Seps-
tember this year, accord-
ing to the timeline ficed by
the Supreme Court, after
the erstwhile State’s spe-

across exchanged
ideas with the top leader-
ship of the party’s working
committee, including par-

Matianal Conferance Leaders Omar Atlish snd Faroag Abdullafy
an Th

ty president Faroog Abdul.

vice president
Gmar Abduiion, The party
has a multitier system,
with  districtlevel dele-
gates, district-level leader-
snd the central

of the 54 Assemhly seg-
ments in the three Lok Sab-
ha constituencies i con-
tested, according to its

in ﬂ\st:n\lnu and Udham-
pur Lok Sabha

manifesto
tasked with
buldting a fresh relation-
ship with the people,
headod by Abdal Rakim
Rather, who authored the
s ‘autonomy report”
in 1990,

NC MP Aga Syed Ruhul-
lah Mehdi is coilating sug-
gestions on public kssues
and aspirations anline in a
rare initlative. These will
be included in the party's
manifesen, to be finalised
within 45 days, NC sources

said. The party is also in
the process of bringing
about structural changes
and changes to its constitu-
tion o enhance its public
. the first such ef-

1990s, and its
wop leadership lef J&X in
the of raging
)Idlllsncy

Jalled youth
Parey sources told The Hin.

the structural
:‘Jlsnpz._ likely to be rolled
out soon, will incdude the

ways to ensure that jalled
youth, especially those ar-
rested after August S, 2019
were shifted to Kashmir
from jails elsewhere in a
first phase, “followed by
cam) for their re-
lease”, sources said.

Kirodi Lal Meena
steps down as
Rajasthan Minister

The Hindu Bureau
JMIPUR

Keeping his vow 1o step
down if the Bharatiya Jana-
ta Paty (BJP) loss any of the
seve: seats un-
der his responsibility, Ra-
ister Kirodi Lal
Meena has resigned from
the State Cabinet. While
the reslgnation was yet to
accepted, the FJP high
and has summoned
M. Meena to New Delhi on

Hural Dewve-
lopment, Disaster Ma

ment and Relief, and Pa-
blic Grievances portfolios
as the Cabinet Minister. Mr.
Meena refuted speculation

explain
putting in his papers o the

Kirodi Lal Meera

¢

represented once as a Lok
Sabha MP.

Mr. Meena was in_the
reckoning for the Chief Mi-
nister's post after the BP's

in the 2023 State
Assembly election, but the
party command se-
lected firse-time MLA Bha-
jsn 1ad Shorms for the

Mo resentment”

sepuagenarian  EIP
leader said he had “no re-
sentment™

part:
=1 have resigned
]mep mycrullhlllry slnnru;

e o repamiers here
Thursda;

-

OF the seven seats, B[P's
candidates were defeated
in Dausa, Bharatpur, Ka-
rauli-Diholpur and Tonk-Sa-
wal Madhopur in the elec-
tion. Dausa is Mr. Meena's
mnative place, which he has

as a Minister because

The BJP won 14 of Rajas-
than's 25 seats in the Lok
sabha election.

Bhim Army chief accuses Chhattisgarh
govt. of targeting Satnamis, threatens stir

BRALPUR

Addressing a

month's Balodabazar ar-
son incident as he accused
the ruling Bharatiya Janata
Party of commitring arroci-
ties on Sarnamis, a promi-
ment Dalit communicy of
the State.

Mr. Azad's arrival in the

B d over the de-
secration of Samami com-
munity’s sacred Jaitkham
pillars in Chhattisgarh Ba-

abazar district. De-
manding a CEI probe into
the matter, he raised gques-
rions over the conspiracy
behind the incident itself
which saw the District Su-
perintendent of Pollce's of-

«cent people in connection

o Inﬂm ouatskirty o the
Capital Ra
i Magia Lok Sabha

agitation If his demands
were not met.

“Satnamis not helpless’
“They [the Samnamis] are
not helpless. Release the

of sacred Jaitkham pillars in Balodabazar district. FILEFROTD.

with the case, including
some of his Bhim Army
colleagues.

‘Selective action®
“ judicial probe has alrea-
dy been ordered {into the
incicdenty and the panel has
sought tme of three
months for its

He further alleged that
the government and the
[ 1

innocens
without any conditions. 1t

Swearing-in row: West Bengal
Speaker calls special session of
House; MLAs-elect continue sit-in

Shrabana Clatte
OLKEATA

Wess  Bengal Assembly
speaker Biman Banerjee

= ing Is not in the
hands of rnor”.
The Speaker's move

ing-in cetemony of the two
newly elected Trinamoal

Congress MLAS.

“We are not hel

0 do justice, then get a CEI

inquiry done, and if not,

then we will accept that

the ruling party and the

Opposition have  joined

forces 1o destroy usand our
I never

the rally in Bha

d Congress leaders of
instigaring the erowd dur-
ing the protest, while the
Congress claimed thar for
the June 10 protest in Balo-

shazar, the leaders of the
ruungmpm made arran-
gemsents for the protesters.

5
cial session is ser to begin

at 2 pm. “If someone
ehinks that we are helpless,
then he or she is wrong.
The Assembly iz not help-
Iess and everythi

n the hands of the uwer-

Speaker Biman Banerjes

nor. You can't just force

down  our
are rules,
ugulallons and comstitu-
tonal norms. All of us
T abe by them,” he
added.

Governor CM. Ananda

anagar Sayantika
Bandyopadl and Bha-
gaba legislator Rayat

declined, procedural
ms. They later began a
protest, demanding  that

the oath of office to them

in the Asse MLAs
continued thelr sitin on

intervention |

“Governor's ego batile”
“The Governor is delibes-
auely creating an impasse.
He has

Banerjee had previoushy
commented on the matter
and said women “do not
fizel safe” at the Raj Bhavan
and hence the Governor’s
offer to conduct the cath-
taking ceremony at re-
sidence had been rejected.

Submit report
on Bhojshala
by July 15, HC
directs ASI

INDORE.
The Indore Bench of the
Madhya Pradesh

chaeclogical sw
dia (AS1) to subrmit its sus-

Court, the Asl
quired to submit its com-
plete survey report of the

was re-

After Mizoram and Nagaland,
Meghalaya declines ‘mandir’ tag
for Ayushman health centres

GUWAHATL

jfter niizoram and Naga-
iand, has
fused to rename the heallh
and wellness centres in the

State as Ayushman Arogya
Mandirs. Abmlt T5% of the
population in

Meghalava
Follows Christanity. The
percentage of
Mizoram and Nagaland is
about 90%.

“we decided not to is-
sue any o

a state subject, we
have the right not to do as

the Centre says” Megha-
laya's Health and Family

Ms. Lyngdioh is a senjor
leader of the Conrad K.
Sangma-ded Natlonal Peo-
ples Pary, which heads
coalition government
in Meghs]sya The EJP s a
minor partner [ this
government.
r ago, the

55 than a yea
Union Health Ministry de-
cided to rename its flag-
ship  Ayushman  Bharat
Health  and  Wellness
Centres as Ayushman Aro-
£va Mandir (AAM) with the

Taghine *Arogyam parm

dhanam® (health is the

Ereatest wealth). There are
1.6 lakh sach centres
across the country.

“Hidden agenda®
negumslpnnuml parties in
Meghalaya sniffed a “hid-

* of the BIP-ded
Democratic Al
liance government at the
Centre behind the renam-
ing of the health and well-
ness cenrres. “Why, then,
shou!

Ezhavas, Nairs account for 41% of govt. staff in Kerala

EocE

Members of the Ezhava
and Nair communities, the

Staff data
Gowemenent szrvi

1,15,075
EzrauasTh

o, lender of the Kerla
Nadvathul  Mujahideen,

w0 major Hindu commun- Protection_ Fo-
ities of Kerala, together ac- rum), a collective of va-
73,774 73,713 | 51,783

count for about 41% nf(l’lxe Muslims | Christians | Scheduled castes o religionss
the State, with the former 10,513 | 18584 22,502 7112 by the Stare government,
emarging a0 th Scheduted Tribes | vismakarmas | Latin cathotics | Brahmins h has Mr. Natesan as
gest the ns chairp

service. The members of Other

The caste data on em-
prepared by the

centre bear the name of 8
Hindu place of worship?™
Titosstarwell Chyne, the
working president of the
United Democratic P

Kerala State Commiss
for Backward Classes, re-
veal that 115,075 ™
and 108,012 Nair com-
munity em-
ployed in government ser-

73,774 and 73,713 respec-
|wely The total mumber of
rmment  employess
Sands a1 S45,423,
account  for
nearly 23% of Kerala's pop-

uslims
c_hrlsxl.ms 18% and Nairs

265,

e duta wtain skgnifi-

ce in the wake of allega-
tions thar the minority
communities stand to gain
from the asement
policier’ pursubd by the
Left Front and

e also stated that the Ex-
hava community had aban-
doned the LDF in the Lok
Sabha elections In protest
against the appeasement
of

Backward Classes, which
include the Mus-
lims, vlswalmuus. Latin
and

tion of mast Rajya Sabha
seats to the minority com-

munity members were re-
duced to two seats. Mo Ex-

was nominated by
elther the LDF or the UDF,
T said.

H
said ‘the
should clear the air regard-

atesan’s allega-

Ml:. Matesan should also

gl . among
others, together account
fior 2,585,335 jobs. The num-
ber of employees n the
general category is found
1o be 1,946,837, which is
of the purview of any
based reservation,

the United

which

o the data

Front.

Sree Marayana Dharma
paripalana (SNDF) Yogam
general secretary Vellap-

e
fnvited  sharp _criticlams
from variows
Eanisations, led 10 i
signation of Hussain Mada-

prepared for fiing 2 reply
in the Stare Assembly, Mr.

Natesan said he flagged the

issuwe of the recent alloca-

with authentle data. The

the

The communiry s yet to
get its due in several
posts including that of the
Vice-Chancellors of univer-
sities and Chief Secretary,
e said.

it e G30007 o Beba ot

T Bl



Submit report
on Bhojshala
by July 15, HC
directs ASI

Press Trust of India
INDORE

The Indore Bench of the
Madhya Pradesh High
Court on Thursday granted
10 more days to the Ar-
chaeological Survey of In-
dia (ASI) to submit its sur-
vey report of the
Bhojshala-Kamal = Maula
mosque complex in the
State’s Dhar district.

The court ordered the
ASI to present the com-
plete report of the nearly
three-month-long survey
on the premises of the dis-
puted 1ith-century monu-
ment, the subject of a
wrangle between Hindus
and Muslims, by July 15.

According to the pre-
vious order of the High
Court, the ASI was re-
quired to submit its com-
plete survey report of the
complex by July 2, but the
agency moved a plea on
the last day seeking anoth-
er four weeks for the re-
port submission.



THE BHOJSHALA DISPUTE

» In 1997, entry to Bhojshala
complex was banned by the
district administration,
triggering resentment in the
Hindu community

» On Basant Panchami in

2002, the Dhar collector ordered §

a lathicharge on devotees who
gathered for puja at Bhojshala
and demanded the gates to be
opened. About two dozen
injured

» The lathicharge sparked

a movement throughout to
‘free Bhojshala’

» On April 7, 2003, ASI issued
an order, permitting Hindus
to worship inside Bhojshala
every Tuesday, and Muslims
to offer namaz on Fridays

» The same year 1 lakh
devotees gathered at the

gate on Basant Panchami.
When the administration
refused to open the gates,
they tried to force in. Police
lathicharge; 200 people injured
» Devotees set police vehicles
on fire and beat cops. Govt
estimates say public property
worth Rs3 crore was destroyed

g . bl
N AU
Bhojshala complex in Dhar
» Then CM Digvijaya Singh
ordered action; 1,400 booked
for beating cops and arson.
Many booked under NSA or or
externed. Govt passes gazette

notification to attach property
to recover the loss

» After BJP’s Uma Bharti
became CM, all cases were
withdrawn, gazette
notification cancelled

» In 2006, a similar situation
arose when Basant Panchami
fell on a Friday, when namaz is
offered at Kamal Maula
Mosque. Hundreds injured in
clashes. Riots broke out in town.
Over 200 booked

» In 2013, Basant Panchami was
again on a Friday. Police were
strict. People were controlled
with a show of strength




* Hindus consider Bhojshala, an ASI-protected 11''-century monument, to be
a temple dedicated to Vagdevi (Goddess Saraswati), while the Muslim community
call it Kamal Maula Mosque.

* As per an arrangement made by the ASI on 7™ April 2003, Hindus perform puja
in the Bhojshala premises on Tuesdays, while Muslims offer namaz in the
complex on Fridays.

* The high court had on 11™" March 2024 ordered the ASI to conduct a "scientific
survey" of the Bhojshala-Kamal Moula mosque complex within six weeks.



* Who was Raja Bhoj of Gurjara-Pratihara Dynasty?

* Bhoja was the Pratihara dynasty's greatest emperor and the actual founder of
the empire.

* The Gurjara-Pratiharas came to prominence in the second quarter of the 8™ century, when
they offered successful resistance to the Arabs.

* The Pratiharas who ruled over Kannauj for a long time are also called Gurjara-Pratiharas.
The meaning of the word Pratihara is "doorman."



* He defeated the Pala king Devapala and the Rashtrakuta king Amoghavarsha,
establishing the Gurjara-Pratiharas as the dominant power in northern India
during his reign.



* Bhoja I /Mihir Bhoja (836 — 885 AD):The best-known Gurjara-Pratihara king
was Bhoja, grandson of Nagabhata II.

* A glorious chapter of the history of the Pratiharas begins with the accession of
Mihirabhoja.

* Mihirabhoja ascended to the throne in 836 AD. He ruled the Pratiharas for more
than 46 years and is regarded as their most popular king.

* He reorganized and consolidated the empire inherited from his ancestors and
ushered in an era of prosperity for the Pratiharas.



Prelims

Q. With reference to the history of India, consider the following pairs: (2020)

Famous Place Present State
1. Bhilsa Madhya Pradesh
2. Dwarasamudra Maharashtra
S Girinagar Gujarat
4. Sthanesvara Uttar Pradesh

Which of the pairs given above are correctly matched?

(@) 1 and 3 only
(b) 1 and 4 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 2 and 4 only



After Mizoram and Nagaland,
Meghalaya declines ‘mandir’ tag
for Ayushman health centres

Rahul Karmakar
GUWAHATI

After Mizoram and Naga-
land, Meghalaya has re-
fused to rename the health
and wellness centres in the
State as Ayushman Arogya
Mandirs. About 75% of the
population in Meghalaya
follows Christianity. The
percentage of Christians in
Mizoram and Nagaland is
about 90%.

“We decided not to is-
sue any notification to
change the names of the
health and  wellness
centres after receiving the
advisory from the Centre
[in November 2023]. Since
health is a State subject, we
have the right not to do as

the Centre says,” Megha-
laya’s Health and Family
Welfare Minister, Mazel
Ampareen Lyngdoh told
presspersons in the State’s
capital Shillong.

Ms. Lyngdoh is a senior
leader of the Conrad K.
Sangma-led National Peo-
ple’s Party, which heads
the coalition government
in Meghalaya. The BJP is a
minor partner in this
government.

Less than a year ago, the
Union Health Ministry de-
cided to rename its flag-
ship Ayushman Bharat
Health and Wellness
Centres as Ayushman Aro-
gya Mandir (AAM) with the
tagline ‘Arogyam parmam
dhanam’ (health is the

greatest wealth). There are
1.6 lakh such centres
across the country.

‘Hidden agenda’
Regional political parties in
Meghalaya sniffed a “hid-
den agenda” of the BJP-led
National Democratic Al-
liance government at the
Centre behind the renam-
ing of the health and well-
ness centres. “Why, then,
should a government-run
centre bear the name of a
Hindu place of worship?”
Titosstarwell Chyne, the
working president of the
United Democratic Party
said. The Voice of the Peo-
ple Party also said the bid
reflected a ‘Hindutva’
design.




PM AYUSHMIAN BHARAT HEALTH
INFRASTRUGTURE MISSION

Largest Ever Scheme

to Scale-up Health
In rastructlure

Prime Minister Narendra Modi jords ;
has ensured a transformation in == Bl
healthcare in the past seven years
Ayushman Bharat PMJAY & Ayushman Bharat
Health & Wellness C

brought scale while Every Indian deserves accessible,
Ayushman Bharat - Digital Mission affordable and high-quality healthcare.
brings technology to healthcare We have worked to ensure this through
multi-dimensional Interventions.”
- Prime Minister Narendra Modi

Rs 64,000 crore

to be invested in building healthcan infrastructure

PM AYUSHMAN BHARAT
'HEALTH INFRASTRUCTURE MISSION

Multi-dimensional and Multi-modal Institutional Approach to Holistic Healthcare

Interventions *National Institution for One Health

*Focus on critical and primary care +4 New National Institutes for Virology

*Network of 29,000 Health and Wellness *Regional Research Platform for WHO South
Centers East Asia Region

*Specialized Critical Care Hospital Blocks in 15 Biosafety Level 3 Labs

all districts with 37,000 beds with ICUs, +*5 New Regional National Centre for Disease
ventilators and oxygen support Control

+Over 4,000 Block & District level Public «Public health units at 50 international entry
Health Units & Labs points preventing public health emergencies

«Full range of diagnostic services in all districts and disease outbreaks

*IT-enabled disease surveillance system

A HEALTHY FUTUBE BEGKONS!

;@ Know about PM Modi's transformative
Ministry of Health s viston for healthcare in his own words
== and Family Welfare Y+ by scanning this QR code
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» Health and Wellness Centres

- Integrated public health labs
Related » Exclusive Critical Care Hospital Blocks
lnltl atives \ * Disease surveillance system

T T R S == * Integrated Health Information Portal
Bharat Scheme. - . -To ensure a robust public
- Pradhan Mantri Swasthya ObJ ectives q health infrastructure in both

Suraksha Yojana. urban and rural areas.
*Jan Aushadhi Yojana. , -To establish an IT-enabled

__disease surveillance system.
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‘CPI(M) failed to counter Hindutva politics’

been an erosion in party’'s raditional base to BJP in Keralae it cites armoganoe among party cadres and calls for containing cormuption at various levels

MEW DELHL

ntrespecting the 2024
l Lok Sabha dlection re
sults, the Communist

stituencies w the BIP-
The panel meeting was
held for three days from

party did not
amention o T “HEn-
dutva politics™. It

pointed out that there was

pre-poll estimate and ac-

fual  results  dhsstrating
~weakening of the party's
Tive Hnks with pe = The

that must be
and  strictly

nces of a

rraken
p]:.nnad manner= the pa-
nels review said.

Our of the 20 seats in
Kerals, CPUM)-Jed Lest De-
mocratic Front could win

Taking a close looks Gu

ruting CEIM)

only one seat. While the

prartys tally did not chamnge

from 2019, the LDF's vote
can o

entage _The
panel documen: specifical-

rscores that the de-
cline has been far sharper

ved Left Democratic Front could win ooty ane.

t of the 20 Lok Sabha seats in Keral

awer a decade. In 2014, the
LDF had 40.2% and in
2024 It has come down by
7 percentage points.

“A disturbing feature of
the election results s the
erosion of our traditonal
base in several constimen-

cies to the BIP. While the
main reason for the sc-
geas of the RIS In Thriseur

several places,” the -
m

Other States.

In West B 1. the panel

ylew notes that there were
no polling agenss in 12-14%
of booths. This points to
the weak state of party of-
Th

Eanksation. There are
areas where there has been

no party in existence for a
long tme,” the panel sakd.

pendents) in 2019, Its na-
tional vore share has been
by 58,230 vores.

Devise policy for online drug
sales quickly, HC tells Centre

atol Imranullah S,
CEHENSAT

The Madras High Court has

finalising a policy for on-
ne sale of medicines and
motify it at the earliest
A Division Bench of Jus-
mices S amaniam
and € Kumarappan
it clear that wll then, only i-
druggists and ch

cens
mists could indulge n on-

line sales. The orders were

by some of the e-pharma
firms in 2018 They had

the Centre notifies
rules o regulate the
erade.
Howewer, in January
2019, a Division Bench of
Justices M. S, raya-

and P Rajamanickam
both retired) had stayed
the operation of the single
Judge's order while admit-
ring the present appeals.

Senior standing counsel
for the Centre, M. Ramesh
brought it to the notice of
the court that a similar

cretary

om the Haauh raimistry
had appeared in persan on
March 4 this year and as-
sured the court that the
policy would be notified
wwithin

maonths.
After taking note of the

official’s submission, the
Madras High Court dis-
appe =l

expedite the process.

‘Brain-eating amoeba’
claims Kerala boy’s life

Tve Hindu Bureau
KOZHIRODE

A 1z-year-old boy from Fe-
roke who had been under-
guLllg reatment for prim-
el

ephalitis ot a

Dinapizal 1 Koshikode oty

EP. Mridul, a Class 7 stus
dent,

s, st o go-
it Al Tttt
Feroke after he com-
plained of headache and
womiting last month. Mri-
dul had taken bath in a lo-
cal pond sartler
He was later referxed e

the Govern

College HnspllaL

. and then to the priv-
ate hospizal. atrédul

It is high time Tamil Nadu government
revisited its liquor policy, says High Court

The Hindu Bureau

PADLRAD
Coming across a number of
public  interest  litigation
P

Madras High Court ob-
that bt was high time
Tamil Madu rernment

quer policy, for the welfare

e pen
A Division Bench of Jus-
tices K. Suresh r and

that Rule & (1) of the Tamil
Nadu Liguor Retail Vend-
ing n Shops and Barsk

a
liquor  wending
place. is is the decision of

G Arul Murugan

har it

will not in any way harm

is the bogic or the decision
taken, the people may feel
otherwise, th court

mac shops ar
licence for selling liquor
and in respect of those ob-
Jections by the public, es-
pecially women, the answ-
er given by the suthorites
is that it does not cower un-

der the Rules, which
means that the Hules are
not .

The Rules, especially

wisits  its liquor  polse
hased the public op
nion, for the welfare of the
P e, especially  the
younger generarion. the

court obse:

been in a critical condition

include  hea-
wchee, fever, nausea, vom-

infiection

Ex-BRS leader
resigns from
Rajya Sabha

HYDERABAD

A day after joining the Con-
gress, K. Keshava Bao ten-
‘dered his resign: From
membership of the Rajva
Thasrsday.

gress in the presemce of

Kerala probes ‘sale’
of FMGE question

paper on Telegram

Ihe Hindu Burean
THIRUVANANTHAFURAM

The Thinwananthapuram
City  Cybercrime  Police

initiated a compre-
hensive probe against un
Idenified groupe mvatved
in the illicit sale of question
papers the Foreign
Medical Graduares Exami-
nation on Telegr:

e 10 LI'IIDe Police
acted on tp-ofis ng
offers for question papers
for the FMGE, conducted

by the Mamonal Board of
Examinatic

ns, that is s=t o

The police registered a
case under the mewly-
enacted Public Examins
rons (Prevention nfunls.l.r
Means) Act, 2024,
Thursday. This marks he
ance of such a case

bemgﬁ.ledlmderlhls'legs
Lation in the Sta

Oficial searees have mot
ruled cut the possibility of
an inter-State racket in-
nhrea n Hlegal actv-

i response 1o the grow-

frauds, the L‘ybel Division
of the Kerala Police has

cyber patrolling across wa-
rious social media plat-
forms, including Telegram
channels.

Drrapred in sari

Thuraday. Chi

= the lesding comemers|

=z moiture leyrl, near Vatsavss in NTR detrict of Andhea Pradesh an

| crap along the

Krishra river Beh o . BB

50 students fall ill
after inhaling smoke
from faulty generator

EASARAGOD

Arcund 50 smudents from
Little Flower Girls Higher

Secondary Schol in Kan-
hangad expe-
rienced buamlngduﬁ:u.l-

The incident occurred
when the generator at the
Wornen and Chibdren’'s Go-

‘hospital
The Ilnsplja1 muthotion
said 38 studern:

under observation, while
12 others were sent back
the:

Hospital  Superinten-
dent Dr. santhost said
steps were being taken to

pital's generator had
installed withour proper
s-u'sy measures

Drowsy drivers causing collisions at
apromn area of airports, warns DGCA

CEHENAL

investigation o acci-
Aenrs at alrports involving

Al stakcholders
wwerre GOl to sensitise
and train their seall

rion of 30 kmph.
AITPOrT Manigers were
advised to explore the use

o the reviised

op-
wealed that

ons have re-

vealed that drversfequin
ment operators have fallen
cna

asteep while operaring in

= incidents,

of for speed
monitoring or tracking o
vehicles,

in the Mational Avistion Sa-
.

use of
The DGCA said the use of

their staff to the revised
guidelines  to  prevent
Eround incidents.

Saying thar collisions at

the Mational High
Risk Categorses (M-HERCs)

adequate training were al-
so identified among other
Essues.

Karnataka HC dismisses plea
seeking directions on use
of Kannada for govt. affairs

its aurhorities to use Kan-
nada Lai

nEage.
Az the same time, it said:
~Wherever It Is necessary,

the taee of English in adds

It sidd there should be = blend
of locsl and globaed languages in
runping govermment affoes

tion o Kannada cannot
dishanded_

seas correspondence with

d be a re-

may

be endeared. at the same

T wtiliy oF Engtish 1o
1d not

Expert panel
set up to study
pollution level
in Cauvery

BENGALURL

The Karnamaka govern-
ment has formed an exgpert
itee. headed by ni-

= ment

Pollution Control Board., to




‘Brain-eating amoeba’
claims Kerala boys life

The Hindu Bureau
KOZHIKODE

A 12-year-old boy from Fe-
roke who had been under-
going treatment for prim-
ary amoebic
meningoencephalitis at a
hospital in Kozhikode city
died on Wednesday. This is
the third death due to the
rare infection in the past
two months in Kerala.

According to sources,
E.P. Mridul, a Class 7 stu-
dent, was first taken to go-
vernment taluk hospital at
Feroke after he com-
plained of headache and
vomiting last month. Mri-
dul had taken bath in a lo-
cal pond earlier.

He was later referred to
the Government Medical
College Hospital, Kozhi-
kode, and then to the priv-
ate hospital. Mridul had

been in a critical condition
since June 24.

V. Dakshina, 13, of Kan-
nur died of a similar infec-
tion at a private hospital in
Kozhikode on June 12. Fad-
va, 5, of Munniyur, died at
the Government Medical
College Hospital, Kozhi-
kode, on May 20.

The infection is caused
by Naegleria fowleri, also
called ‘brain-eating amoe-
ba’, which lives in fresh
warm water. It infects peo-
ple when it enters their bo-
dy through the nose. The
symptoms include hea-
dache, fever, nausea, vom-
iting, altered mental sta-
tus, and seizures.

The Health Department
is planning to issue special
guidelines for the treat-
ment of the infection
against the backdrop of
these deaths.



e Fatal Infection

* A 12-year-old boy from Feroke, Kerala, died of primary amoebic
meningoencephalitis in Kozhikode.

* Third death due to this infection in Kerala in the past two months.



1.Medical History

1. E.P. Mridul, a Class 7 student, first experienced symptoms like headache and
vomiting after bathing in a local pond.

2. Initially treated at the government taluk hospital, then referred to the Government
Medical College Hospital, and finally to a private hospital where he remained in
critical condition since June 24.



* Previous Cases

1.0ther Victims

1. V. Dakshina, 13, of Kannur died on June 12 at a private hospital in Kozhikode.

2. Fadva, 5, of Munniyur died on May 20 at the Government Medical College Hospital in
Kozhikode.



» Causative AgentThe infection is caused by Naegleria fowleri, known as the
'‘brain-eating amoeba.’

* Lives in fresh warm water and infects people through the nose.



1.Symptoms

1. Symptoms include headache, fever, nausea, vomiting, altered mental status, and
seizures.

* Health Department Response

1.Preventive Measures

1. Planning to issue special guidelines for the treatment and prevention of the
infection.



e What is the cause of the fatal infection mentioned in the article?

e A) Bacterial contamination in drinking water.
B) Naegleria fowleri, known as the 'brain-eating amoeba.’
C) Viral encephalitis.
D) Fungal infection in contaminated food.
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THIS TITLE IS FOR THE COUNTRY: CAPTAIN ROHIT SHARMA

bllhon—plus welcome

Home after lifting the T20 cricket World Cup, the

As Kohli tears up, SKY
soaks it in, Team India
get a Mumbai Salaam

OF 1o be Virat Kohii. On the
MIHIR VASAVDA
MUMSAL JULY 4

WHAT MUST it feel like to be  were enough for Kohl to tear up.
Rohit Sharma tonight? To hear Booed

releniessly in Mumbai Indians’
hues of blue just three months
ago. Tonight. they 't
Stop singing his name. Pandya
hisown T20WorldCup-winreng  smiled and waved back: almast
reammases. con 2

77.00 (T8 BHAR & RAIPUR. 712 SRINAGAR) WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

Fulfilment of every
Indian’s ‘vishw’!

AT

PILOT RUN DONE LAST WEEK

For integrity of
exams, Centre
asks states to

help in security

States told to appoint one civil, one
police observer for each exam centre

i ring
the Indian team. in New Delhi on Thursday. 11

‘What went on in your
mind... How does mud
taste? PM posers to team

DEVENDRA PANDEY
MUMBAL JULY 4

“HOW DID the mud taste.
Rohst?~ “What was gaing on in
your mind in your final over.
Bumrah?” “What were you
thinking during that game-
turming catch. Surya

These were some of the

ABHISHEK ANGAD
RANCHLJULY &

OVER FIVE months after he re-
signed as Minister.
Jharichand Mukti Morcha (VM)
executive president Hemant

Hemant Soren back as
CM: ‘JTharkhand will not
stop, will not bow down’

Both to redouble
efforts to resolve
issues at earliest

SHUBHAJIT ROY
NEW DELHL JULY 4

Soren retumed to the poston  GovernorCP Radhakrishnan [N THEIR first mesting after the
evening.  after administersthe oath of return of the BjP-
EXPRESS NETWORK  GovernorC a- Soren. rrr Exomtoaal Affaics Mlsisres

ministered the cath of office.
About half-an-hour before

HATHRAS STAMPEDE

being sworn in, Soren released 3
6°SEVADARS HELD, five minute video Qip on sockal
MAIN ACCUSED ON media plafarms addressing the
THERUN race s peopie of Jharkhand ~1 have

tried to be the voice of the voice-

NRI sponsors, live
—— i i i
o i1d e e

aeteieE s

Minister

Wang ¥i agreed
ey

less — the poor. Adivasis.

that Prisme Minister

Narendra Mods is learnt o have
asked the T20 World Cup-
winning India team when he

RITIKA CHOPRA &
MAHE!

FMGE, conducted blannually by
the National =Board  of
E) under the

MANRAL
NEW DELHI, JULY 4

THE UNION government has
reached cut 1o the states fo help
in ensuring the integrity of its
entrance tests.

Ajay Bhalla
held 2 meeting with all state
Chief Secretasses and DGPS Last
week £ seek their assistance in
overseeing the conduct of up-
coming teses including the All
india

Fiealth Mintsty. Screens ove,
seas medical graduates seeking
£ practise medicine in [ndia. just
under one lakh candidates ap-
peared for the two teses Last year

based exasrs.

During the meeting. sousces
seict, Bhalla requested the statesto
help inerodusce an addional Liyer
b 4 oxchms by 20
Prointing one cil and or
s e cosane s
their respective states. An ob-
serverssch

s
Lnu.nxeresu ALATCED ..mu the

(RVGE) an July &
The AIAPGET. conducted by
the National Testing Agency
(NTA) for the Ayush Ministry. is
for admissiorns to MD/MS pro
inani,

et them at his residence in the
Capital on Thussday i

cex their retuam from Barbados.
Seated between captain
Rohit Sharma and coach Rahul
anvid, with thee rest of the play
ers completi cirete. Moy
meeting with the team Lasted
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

India & China agree: Situation at
LAC not in each other’s interest

Wang ¥i i

e
moohasis, backwards. Labosirers.
farmers — who have always
struggled_ When you gave me a

CONTINUED ONPAGE 2

of the current situation in the
border areas is not @ the nter-
estof eithes side™.

The military standolf atong

broadcasts and a murder

bus Daman is on the run™
The death. over a seermingly
innocuous issue. has put the

argument ended with Kuldeep  work of kabutartxezi| -
DIVYAGOYAL GOPAL andhissonDaman.20.bludgeon-  ing). ot s B B s pos-
LUDHEANA JULY 4 when

on the high-stakes

T cait Coareep & Survived by
TS mnirace beother and their grand-
mother Makheiar K.
;Jnspecor Hardeep Singh.
0. Sadar Khanna police sta-
o said p and Daman
nt to Gurdeep's house afte:
the event

LAST MONTH, an argusent be-
1 ewo friends over who to
Envite for 3 pigean racing event
thate hosting in
Ikolaha v liage of Punjab's
EStrict ended in the
Gomth of one. Both
22 andhis friend Kuldeep

Singh. 22, out. Daman hit him on the head
Singh alias Vicky Aujla, 44, <o~ with an iron rod. Gurdeep died
owned a flock of over 100 pi- acChandigarh

of a head injury at a
hospital Kuldee,

geons and would frequently or- p &S in custody

igeon-keeping was 3 Lvousite
pasime of the efice. the folk
sportaf kabutarbaztstill exises in
s Of i and Pt

Nhat secs the Punjab races
apart is the race variation —
{otich inwolves keping the birds
in the sky foe as Jorg as possible
— and the prestige and money

the Line of Actual Corgrol in east-
Ladakh, aay

has soured refations between
the o

2020, is now in its fifth year and

associated with winning.

Manjit Singh Deeps. the for-
mer saspanch of fkolaha village.

Victim X
Ludhiana’s Ikolaha village. Cunmeer Singh

Siadha, and Homeopatiy. The

sibility of ensuring that the exam
£ i free of arsy mal
In 20diTion to this. sEates were

also asked o 3ppoint ane State-
fevet nodal officer 1o coondinate

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Before Budget, DPIIT
backs India Inc’s call
to remove angel tax

RAVIDUTTA MISHRA
NEW DELHI, JULY 4

AHEAD OF the Union Budget
later this

THE INDUSTRY says taxes

month, the Department for
omotion of Industry and
Internal Trade { DPIIT) has backed
the industry’s demand to re-
Tax that the policy-
makers introduced o deter the
use of unaccounted money but
was

between issue price of un-
listed securities and its tair

ture posential and it may
bencorrect to see itas 2

pediment to muxch needed cap-
ital caising

DPUT  Secretary Rajesh
Kumar Singh told the press
Thursday that the

signof v

(CH) in its Union Budget recom-
mendation Last month sought

has reiterated is recomemenda-
ticn to remove angel tax based
on the discussions with the
startup ecosystesy
This comes
e 1

after  the

the
Such 2 mowe would greatly xid
capital formation inthe country™

o consultations with
the startup ecosystem, we have

2

Says such races were eastier or-
ea

Punjab.
Seusity heid in My and june,
the races are even
SoeiTubae s facr: there ave over
100 YouTube vidéos s o
pised in Punjab villages in this
Season alone. Besides awards,
dedicated YouTube channeds oo
Ene 1 10 inferview the ~cham.-

< ¥

The spart has also stasted at-

recommended the removal of
con 2

Punjab’s world of pigeon racing

the winner.” says Deepi.

tracting
Pungabi N

UK White winners typically get
cash prizes upwards of

SB006 and trophecs, in case of

sponsces. there are other prizes,

incliading tractoss, cattle, ACS, re-
and

aracein
Ludhiany's Pandors village on
June 26 on a YouTube channel.
‘Star Kabutarbaaz.

group of people — all carrving
cCaged birds — huddied around
£able for registration. A score-

Former sarpanch Deept says the
winner of a race in Ludhiana’s
Rangian village g0t a tractor
worth RS 1213

es —
#uall kabugar 1s) and
Yotz keabigar{ Eallen pigeons
and a ticker the cusvent temper
acure {44 degrees Celsius). The

— for the

ipants pay an entry fee. If the
Sery e Ko 3200

RS 200 kepe aside ses
like Sood, wates, etc. and the rest
—Rs 2. 0 —goes to

- a refrigarator for the
Funner-ip and Hophses for the
geans — are stacked




TH1S WORD MEANS
SCO

The Shanghai Cooperation Organisation has been
projected as an alternative to West-led groupings

RISHIKASINGH
NEW DELHI,JULY 4

ON THURSDAY, the last day of the two-
day Shanghai Cooperation Organisation
(SCO) Summit in Astana, Kazakhstan,
Indian External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar held talks with Chinese
Foreign Minister Wang Yi.

Later, while delivering remarks on be-
half of Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
Jaishankar said, “The SCO occupies a
prominent place in our foreign policy.”
He also extended his wishes to Belarus,
which has become
the grouping’s latest
member.

What s the SCO?
SCO comes from
the earlier “Shanghai
Five” grouping,
formed in 1996, com-
prising China, Russia,

Global Times said in 2023, “For Iran, it is
an important step in breaking the US
diplomatic blockade”.

But despite declarations of a “limit-
less friendship” between China and
Russia of late, there is a sense of compe-
tition between them over influence here.

The Central Asian republics have tradi-
tionally been viewed as part of Russia’s
backyard, but of late, China has also sought
to leverage the oil and gas-rich nations by
investing in infrastructure projects under
its Belt and Road Initiative (BRI).

The inclusion of India and Pakistanin
in2017 also reflected this jostling. While
Russia supported
India’s entry as a
longstanding strate-
gic partner, China
backed its ally
Pakistan to prevent
the balance of pow-
ers from tilting in
Russia’s favour.

SCO’s recent ex-

Kazakhstan, pansion also comes
Kyrgyzstan  and amid the United
Tajikistan. States’ deteriorating

Withthedissolu- EAM Jaishankar and Chinese FM  ties with Russia and
tion of the USSR in  Wang Yi at the SCO summit in China after the 2022

1991, there were con-
cerns about extrem-

Astana. X/DrSjaishankar

Russia-Ukraine War
and trade tensions

ist religious groups

and ethnic tensions flaring up in the re-
gion. The organisation was thus created
primarily for cooperation on security
matters.

Building on this, SCO was established
in Shanghai on June 15,2001, as an inter-
national organisation. Before Belarus
joined, it had nine members: India, Iran,
Kazakhstan, China, Kyrgyzstan, Pakistan,
Russia, Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan.

Why is the SCO significant?

SCOis one of the few international or-
ganisations which deal with security is-
sues. It primarily has Asian members, and
Russia and China have stressed itas anal-
ternative to a “Western” order.
Commenting on Iran's inclusion in the
SCO last year, Chinese state media outlet

with China.

What s its relevance for India?

Onone level, SCO membership allows
India a forum to cooperate with Central
Asian countries, which have nothad par-
ticularly close relations with India since
their formation in 1991.

But there are clear roadblocks, with
the current state of India’s relations with
fellow members Chinaand Pakistan. The
New Delhi Declaration, issued at the end
of the 2023 summit, saw India refuse to
sign off on a paragraph supporting the
BRI. India’s opposition comes from its
constituent China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC), which is proposed to
pass through Pakistan-occupied Kashmir.
India sees it asaviolation of its territorial

integrity and sovereignty.




* Formation and Purpose of SCO

* The Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) originated from the
"Shanghai Five" group formed in 1996, consisting of China, Russia,
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, and Tajikistan.

* Established in Shanghai on June 15, 2001, with an aim to address security
concerns post-USSR dissolution, particularly extremism and ethnic tensions.

* Initially focused on cooperation in security matters.



* Current Membership

* SCO now includes India, Iran, Kazakhstan, China, Kyrgyzstan, Pakistan,
Russia, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, and Belarus (latest member).



* Role and Importance

* SCO is an important forum for non-Western countries to cooperate on
security and economic issues.

* Seen as an alternative to Western-led organizations, particularly by Russia
and China.



* Strategic Moves

* China and Russia have historically viewed Central Asia as their sphere of
influence, but China is increasing its investments through the Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI).

* Inclusion of India and Pakistan in 2017 reflects geopolitical jostling.



* Iran's Inclusion

* Iran's membership in 2023 is seen as a step to counter US diplomatic
pressure.

* Chinese state media emphasized its importance for breaking the US
diplomatic blockade.

* India's Position
* India leverages SCO to strengthen ties with Central Asian countries.

* However, India opposes the BRI, particularly due to the China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC) which passes through Pakistan-occupied Kashmir,
seen as a violation of India’s territorial integrity.



e 2023 Summit in Astana, Kazakhstan

* External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar engaged with Chinese Foreign Minister
Wang Yi.

* Emphasized SCO's importance in India's foreign policy.

* Highlighted the ongoing competition between China and Russia despite
their strategic partnership.



 What is the primary focus of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation
(SCO)?

* A) Promotion of Western democratic values.
B) Economic development through Western partnerships.
C) Cooperation on security matters among member states.
D) Military alliances against non-member countries.



Producer Price Index in the
works, to replace WPI

Industry ministry to
get the draft vetted by
statistical commission

MUKESH JAGOTA
New Delhi, July 4

THE COUNTRY WILL have a Pro-
ducer Price Index (PPI) to gauge the
price pressures in the next few
months, in addition to the extant
consumer price index. The whole-
sale price index (WPI) may be on its
way out.

The modelforthe proposed PPIis
beingworked uponand thereafterit
would be examined by the National
Statistical Commission (NSC), fol-
lowing which it will be placed before
higher authorities for approval, a
senior official said on Thursday.

“Consultations with the Ministry
of Statistics and Programme Imple-
mentation (MoSPI) have been done.
Ithastogothroughaprocess..weare
on the job,” secretary in the depart-
ment for promotion of industryand
internal trade (DPIIT) Rajesh Kumar
Singh said.

“The model from our side is final
and we have taken expert advice
from International Monetary Fund
(IMF) on the methodology. The pro-
cedural clearances required will be
worked on. That process is on but

~ The Producer )
Price Index has been
discussed for the
past 20 years when

the idea was first
mooted

B In 2019, the
government had
constituted a working
group for revision of
the current series of
WPI that has 2011-12
as its base year

IN ATRANSITIONAL PHASE

M India is one of the few
countries that still uses WPI.
All members of the G-20,
including China,have PPI

- l W The CPI

is the
yardstick
= relied on by
=% the Reserve
Bank of India
and the
Monetary
Policy
23 Committee
(MPC) under
the inflation
targeting
framework

cannot give the timeline,”he added.

The PPI has been discussed for
the past 20 years when the idea was
firstmooted.While the need tomove
to PPI from WPI was expressed in
2003 itwasonlyin 2014 thatawork-
ing group was set up to determine
the methodology and data require-
ments to move ahead. The report of
the group camein 2017 butnodeci-
sionwas taken onit.

In 2019, the government had
constitutedaworking group forrevi-
sion of the currentseries of WPIwith
2011-12 as its base year. The task
before the group was to suggest a
new base year for WPI and suggest
additions and deletions of com-

modities in the basket of goods
whose prices are tracked to draw the
index. The working group was also
empowered to recommend a
roadmap formoving to the Producer
Price Index (PPI) from WPIL.

“That (revision of WPI base year)
isalso one of the issues that the gov-
ernment is considering. I suppose
you can expect some sort of an
update of the base year eventually,
butwhethertherewill be one partic-
ular base year or different... because
our studies show that other coun-
tries have multiple baseyears for dif-
ferent types of indices,” Singh said.

On whether the WPI will be dis-
continued after the PPIis rolled out,

the secretary said, “There will be a
transitional phasewherebothwillbe
there.It (WPI) should gobuta callwill
have to be taken.”

The CPI is the yardstick relied on
by the Reserve Bank of India and the
Monetary Policy Committee (MPC)
undertheinflation targeting frame-
work. However, the WPI has a larger
de facto weight in the GDP deflator
than CPI,which explains the unusu-
ally narrow gap between the nomi-
nal and real GDP growth rates seen
inrecent quarters.

India is one of the few countries
that still uses WPI. All members of
the G-20,including China, have PPI.
PPIglobally tracks price movements
inboth goods and services.

PPIis different from WPI in the
way that it measures the average
changein prices received by produc-
ers and excludes indirect taxes. WPI
captures the price changes at the
point of bulk transactions and may
include some taxes and transporta-
tion costs.PPIalso removes multiple
counting bias inherent in WPIL The
shedding of additional costs on
products imposed by taxes and
transportation makes itamoreaccu-
rate gauge of price movements.

Weightage of an item in WPI is
based onnettraded valuewhereasin
PPI weights are retrieved from Sup-
ply Use Tables. PPI also includes ser-
vices while WPI only has goods.



* Introduction of Producer Price Index (PPI)

* India is set to introduce a Producer Price Index (PPl) to measure price
pressures, replacing the Wholesale Price Index (WPI).

* The PPl will be an addition to the existing Consumer Price Index (CPI).



* Development and Approval

* The model for the proposed PPl is being developed and will be reviewed by
the National Statistical Commission (NSC).

* The final draft will be submitted to higher authorities for approval.



e Historical Context and Consultation

* The idea of PPl has been discussed for over 20 years, with initial
assessments made in 2003.

* In 2019, a working group was established to suggest a roadmap for
implementing PPI.

* The working group consisted of experts from various fields, including the
International Monetary Fund (IMF).



* Comparison with WPI and CPI

* PPl measures the average change in prices received by producers for their
output, excluding indirect taxes.

 WPI includes changes at the point of bulk transactions and factors in taxes
and transportation costs.

* CPl is the primary index relied upon by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) and
the Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) under the inflation targeting
framework.

 WPI has a larger weight in the GDP deflator than CPI, explaining
discrepancies between nominal and real GDP growth rates.



1.Global Context

1. Most G-20 countries, including China, use PPI.
2. India is one of the few countries still using WPI.

2.Implementation Challenges and Expectations

1. A transitional phase is expected where both WPI and PPl will coexist.

2. The new index will draw from a broad range of goods and services, aiming to provide
a more accurate measure of price movements.



* What is the main difference between the Producer Price Index (PPlI)
and the Wholesale Price Index (WPI)?

* A) PPl measures price changes at the retail level, while WPl measures
price changes at the producer level.
B) PPl measures the average change in prices received by producers
excluding indirect taxes, while WPI includes taxes and transportation
costs.
C) PPl includes price changes of goods and services, while WPI includes
only goods.
D) PPl is the primary index used by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) for
inflation targeting, while WPI is used by the International Monetary Fund
(IMF).
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* Every year, 4th July is observed as the death anniversary of Swami
Vivekananda.

* He is considered as the father of modern Indian nationalism and is also
credited with raising interfaith awareness and bringing Hinduism to the
status of a major world religion in the late 19th century.



* What are the Key Points About Swami Vivekananda?

* About: Vivekananda was born as Narendranath Datta on 12th January 1863
in Calcutta.

* In 1893, upon the request of Maharaja Ajit Singh of the Khetri State, he
took the name ‘Vivekananda.’

* He is credited for introducing yoga and Vedanta to the West. He died at
Belur Math (1902) in West Bengal.

* It is the headquarters of Ramakrishna Math & Ramakrishna Mission.

* National Youth Day is held every year on 12th January to observe the birth
anniversary of Swami Vivekananda.



o Spiritval Contribution:

* He was one of India's greatest spiritual leaders and intellectuals and was the
chief disciple of the Ramakrishna Paramhansa.

* Vivekananda's message to the world about human values is rooted in the
teachings of the Upanishads and the Gita, as well as the examples set by
the Buddha and Jesus.

* His mission was to bridge the gap between paramartha (service) and vyavahara
(behavior), as well as between spirituality and daily life.

* He advocated the doctrine of service. Serving jiva (living beings) is considered worship of
Siva.






* Recently, the Indian government has increased the windfall tax on
domestically produced crude oil from Rs 3,250 per tonne to Rs 6,000 per
tonne.

* A Windfall Tax is a type of tax that is levied on companies or individuals who
have unexpectedly and/or dramatically gained large profits, often due to
external factors beyond their control.

* [t is commonly levied on industries such as oil, gas, and mining.



* The purpose is to capture a portion of the extraordinary profits that companies make
and redistribute it for public good.

* It is a strategic measure to promote transparency and fairness and responsible economic
practices in the energy industry.



* This hike will impact the profits of oil companies operating in India and reduce
their earnings.

* India first implemented windfall profit taxes on 1st July 2022, aligning with
other countries that tax excessive profits of energy companies.

* The tax rates are reassessed every 2 weeks, taking into account international
crude prices from the preceding fortnight.
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Aditya-L1 Spacecraft Completed

First Halo Orbit



* India’s first solar mission, the Aditya-L1 spacecraft, has completed
its first halo orbit around the Sun-Earth L1 point.

 About

* The Aditya-L1 mission was launched in 2023, and was inserted In
Its targeted halo orbit on January 6, 2024.

* The Aditya-L1 spacecraft in the halo orbit takes 178 days to
complete arevolution around the L1 point.



* What Is the Aditya-L1 mission?

* Aditya-L1 is the first space-based Indian observatory to study the
Sun. It was launched on September 2, 2023 by the PSLV-C57.

* Solar observatory is placed at Lagrangian point L1 for “Observing and
understanding the chromospheric and coronal dynamics of the Sun”
In a continuous manner.
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e Other missions to Sun

 NASA’s Parker Solar Probe, launched in 2018, has already gone far
closer — but it will be looking away from the Sun.

 Helios 2 solar probe, a joint venture between NASA and the space
agency of erstwhile West Germany,was launched to investigate solar
processes of the Sun’s surface in 1976.



Sampoornata Abhiyan



* Recently, NITI Aayog has launched the ‘Sampoornata Abhiyan’ with
the aim of achieving saturation in key indicators across Aspirational
Districts and Blocks.

* About the Sampoornata Abhiyan

* [t Is a three-month campaign, running from July to September 2024,
seeking to uplift the relatively backward and remote areas of the
country.



* |t focuses on six critical Key Performance Indicators (KPIs) in both
Aspirational Districts and Aspirational Blocks.

* NITI Aayog collaborates with Central Ministries, State Governments,
and Union Territories to ensure effective development. The focus lies
on improved planning, capacity building, and sustainable service
delivery.



Aspirational Blocks

Aspirational Districts

Percentage of pregnant women registered for
Antenatal Care (ANC) within the first
trimester;Percentage of persons screened for
Diabetes and Hypertension;Percentage of
pregnant women receiving Supplementary
Nutrition under the ICDS Programme
regularly;Percentage of Soil Health Cards
generated;Percentage of Self-Help Groups
(SHGs) with a Revolving Fund;Percentage of
schools with functional electricity at the
secondary level and providing textbooks

promptly;

Percentage of pregnant women registered for
Antenatal Care (ANC) within the first
trimesterPercentage of pregnant women
taking Supplementary Nutrition under the
ICDS Programme regularlyPercentage of
children fully immunised (9-11 months) (BCG
+ DPT3 + OPV3 + Measles 1)Number of Soil
Health Cards distributedPercentage of schools
with functional electricity at the secondary
level, and providing textbooks to children
within 1 month of the start of the academic

session.




Word of the day

Imperative:

a mood that expresses an intention to influence
the listener’s behaviour; some duty that is
essential and urgent; requiring attention or action

Synonym: important

Usage: it was imperative that he act as
naturally as possible.

Pronunciation: bit.ly/imperativepro

International Phonetic
Al P habet: /im'pesa.tiv/
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