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Iwo things define you: Your patience
when you have nothing and your
attitude when you have everytning.
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Rahul Gandhi
accuses BJP
of ‘spreading

Bviolence’

Rainfall in July likely
to be ‘above normal’
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is facing
a strategic
defeat in Gaza

Palestine question back
in West Asia’s discourse
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Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

nion Home Minis-

ter Amit Shah said

on Monday that It
would take up to three or
fnur years for the “entire
ocess~ and relevant
Prechnical aspects- of the

ustice even

taws would priorkise jus-
tice of
punishment

“The Home Minister said
the three laws were avails-
ble in all the

languages
mentioned in the Eighth
Schedule of the Constitu-

“The laws have been
translated to Tamil and the
proceedings will also take
place in Tamil. Neither the
{Tamil Nadu] Chief Minis-
ter, nor the of
Parliament have
time for a discussion re-
garding their opposition to
the names of laws. I want
0 appeal again. If you have
any grievances, meet me.
cotting laws is not the
right path, there are other
ways o do politics~ Mr
on being asked
Tamil Nadu Chief Mi-
nister M.K. Stalin’s objec-
tons to the laws.
On June 18, Mr. Stalin
wrote o M. Shalt to keep
laws ce stat-
Ing that the narsing of the
laws (in Sanskrit) is clearly

inall in Eighth S of the Ce i and court
against men and transgen-
Ifyou have any der persans, Mr. Shah said,

me. Boycotting kaws

not
the right path, there are
other ways to do politics

AMIT SHAH
Uil Homee Misister

r 4

vances, meet

. Earlier,
was sent to police remand
ot himself admit-

e haspital for 15 days

then there was no interro-
gation as his remand pe-
riod used to expire,” Mr.
Shah said.

e Home Minister
made it clear that the BNS,
which came into force on
Mo
of a maximum 15-day pol-
ice custody as the erst-
while IPC, and dispelled
confusion that the remand
period had been extended.

Regary missing
Section on penal provi-
sions for sexual crimes

~There is a Supreme Court
Judgment on this, it &s a
matter of Interpretation.

aimed at creating confu-
slon in the minds of public
about these laws. He said
every aspect of the new
laws had been discussed

preme Cone:

The Bharatya Nagrik

Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS)
mandated compulsor

manda-
tory forensic examination
in all cases where an of-
fence atracted punish-
ment of seven years or
more. The = recordings
would o be submit-
Ted before the court eec.
tronically
Extensive

Addressing a press confe-
rence, the Minister said va-
rious

being spread sbour the
new criminal laws, which

with_different
for four years

wuklmukeplacemﬂmlarw

for those who damage the
unity integrity of In-
dia. Mr. Shah said 99.9%
police

in independent
s bac Shoused
at such length.

“Many disputed provi-
sions which were continu-
ing from the British time
and were creating pro-
blems for the people have

en removed and new
Sections have been added
which are of relevance to-
day the Home Minister
star

He said the crime on se-

sion of severe punishment

ready started in 2019. He
said that zero-FIR, e
and charge w,

vould be
in a digital format.
He sald forensic investi-

ven years or more,

FIRST CASE REGISTERED
PAGE &

INSIDE
-

permitted to take
his oath as MP
~Ew DELEI

The National imvestigation
Agency on Mondsay gave
ermission to jailed Kashmiri
teader Sheikh Abdul Rashid, to
take asth 3z 3 Member of
Partiament. » PAGE 4

French President Emmanuel
Macron on Mondsy began
intense campsi

<coming to power. » PAGE 14

U.S.SCrules
Trump has
‘immunity for
official acts’

WASHINGTO!

‘The U.S. Supreme Court, in
a 63 decision sphit_ along
lines, rul

Conservative Chief Jus-

tice john Roberts, in his

majority opinion, said a

President enjoys “absolute

immunity” from criminal
1

Highway blocked

Dangero:
folking heavy rain in Rudraprayag on Monday, AN

June’s GST growth at three-year low; no official word

Vikas Dhoot
NEW DELHI

Growth in India's gross
Goods and Services Tax
(GST) collections slowed to

a three-year low in June,
with revenues rising about
7.74% 1o about 174 lakh

acc
mmhery ahared fnfimsl
Iy by offi

The l-'hunce Ministry,

lections on the first of ev-
1y subsequent month, fn-
cluaru;

On aslow lane

Inclia’s GST collections s100d t 11.74 lakh cror
June 2024, recording a T.7% growth year-on-year

5 2%

g

ETY

H

2w

3 .

€ june san. Joty Jan. June
2022 273 207% 034 2004

to mark the seventh anni-
wversary of the GST regime,
with July 1 marked as GST
Day e assert. that k lisd

i ot S collecs:
ed from domestic transac.
tions and imports, had not
officially issued any state-
ment on June's indirect tax
receipts till the time of go-
ing o press on Monday.

Social media posts

The Ministry did put out a

series of social media posts
%

broug! or ev-
enyho home ith lower rates
o0id goods, a le
b1 puy\ng field for all tax-
payers, and lower com-
pliance burden on small
businesses.

The growth M June's
gross GST revenues, per-
taining to transactions un-
dertaken in the economy
during the month of May,

was the slowest pace since

25.05 lakh crore collected
in the year-earlier period.

In recent months, the

collections as well, after
factoring in refunds.

In April, net GST collec-
tons had risen 15.5% to
21.92 lakh crore out of the
record gross revenues of
over ¥2.1 lakh crore. Ho-
wever, in uay_ m: GST re-
venue ased to
0% with & tally of 8144
1akh crore. In the absence

an net

account from Integrated
GST (IGST) collections,
while States had been gi-
ven 33,548 crore from the
1GST pool. _

crore. From that kisty, the

government had _settied

36,224 crore to CGST and

130,269 crore to SGST.

Compared to that settle-
ent,

ment on the GST revenues

While data for Central
and State GST collections
was not available, an offi-
cial source said that about
239,600 crore had been
settled to the central GST

from the IGST collections.
Tax experts noted the
slowdown in June’s reve-

Council to restart the ra-
tionalisation of GST's rate
structure, as indicat
the Council's last meenng
on June 22" he added.

Medha Patkar
gets jail term
for ‘defaming’
Delhi L-G

W DELHI

A Delhi court on Monday
sentenced Medha Patkar,
activist and founding mem-
berof the Narmada Baclzo

m five months
1I.mple risonment in a
Syear-old criminal defa:
‘mation case lodged against
her by Delhi Lieutenant-
Gor . The

Metropolitan Magistrate
Raghav Sharma of the Sa-
ket court, cor
ed Ms. Patkar under Sec-
ton 500 of the Indian
Penal Code on May 24, said
the order would remain

0 days. The

Centre delays
fixing boundaries +
to hold Census

NEW DELHI

‘The deadline to freeze ad-
of

Passed fn the Special Sea-
last

of Parliament
. which reserves 33%
ol ein 15 Pastlaint mcd

for women,

districts, tehsils, towns,

odies and oth-

courtrejected h her pryerto
robation,

ing a jail term of a year or
two, ing her age
and health. “The offence
entailed a maximum pun-
ishment of simple impri-
sonment of up to two years
or fine or both,” the court
said,

was earlier
the president of the Nation-
al Council of Civil Liberties.
In 2000, the non-govern-
mental organisation pu-
blished an advertisement

inst Ms. Patkar's move-

ppose

whlch and her comments.

artack on the
peﬂnoners personal cha-
racter and loyalty to the
nation.

ers for the Census exercise
ended on Sundsy, but a
w date bas ot been =

il
et offcial told The Hin:

guthat a “decislon Is yet to
be taken and discussions
are being held".

The ambiguity has a di-
rect impact on the dates of

the Census exercise that
was previously held in
2011

The deadline has been
extended nine times since
December 2020.

A former Census offictal
said an order for a past-fac-
to extension could be is-
sued on a later date, but if
that was not done, it meant

months to prepare the en-
umerators for the task.

‘Women’s quota
The implementation of the

is d&pendenl on the con-

duct of the Census.
According to the Nari

Shakl Vandan Adhink

on the relevant figures of
the first Census recorded
after the Act
comme

Union Home Minister
Amic Shah informed the
Lok Sabha last year that
the Census and delimita-
tion of constituencies
would be conducted after
the Lok Sabha electi

pare the apparatus.

boundarie: -
ed, the first phase of Cen-
sus and an update of the

Natlonal Popuilaeion Regis-

women's
)
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Will ensure complete synergy with
Navy, Air Force, says Army chief

General Dwivedi says the Army faces

and to remain prepared for such threats, it is crucial

that the soldiers are equipped with state-ofthe-art weapons and technology and that new fighting strategies are evolved

NEW DELHI

he Chief of the Ar-
my Staff, General
Upendra Dwivedi,

Thining complete synergy
TR e Navy, Ak Forcs,
and other stakehold,
ety
speaking after inspecting a
3 of Honour on South
Block lawns. ~This will en-
sure that India’s interests

rar-2047.” he said.

uring > Guard of Honour, a day after takorg charge as the 30th Chief of the

Staff, at South Bloc

main prepared for such
threats distinctive re-

. it is_crucial
that we

The

is changing rapidly and
technology Is evolving at a
wvery fast pace. General
Dwivedi, who took over as
the 30t Chief of the Army

Staff on :.undzy m
Arm)' faces unique
challenges gty easing

equip
our soldiers with state-of-
the-art weapons and tech-
nology and continue to
evolve our war fghting
strategies.”
On the military moder-
nisation under way, he said
the Army was on the “path

n New Dethi on Mooday.

S LR FUSH

to transformation” and as-
pired to be “atmanirbiar.
To achieve this. he said,
the Army would encourage
indigenous initiatives and
induct “maximum® war
systems and  equipment
ceur in  the

country.
“t mu be my priority to
ensure interests

the
b gl b

and defence civilians of the
Army are looked after.” he
said.

“My responsibility to-
wards veterans, veer naris
and their families

General Dwivedi took
over from General Manoj

Pande, who retired from

of two years in the top
post.

£ of Army
©On Monday, Lieutenant-
General N.S. Subra-

mani_assumed charge as
the Vice-Chief of the Army
Staff. He was earlier serv-
ing as the General Officer
Commandingin-Chief of
the Command
based in Lucknow. He was
commissioned into the
Garhwal Rifles in Decem-
ber 1985

In another change, Lieu-
tenant-General Devendra

ing-
Shimla-based Army Tram-
ing Command (ARTRAC).
A reciplent of the coveted
Swor was

Western Command prior
to taking over as the GOC-
In-C. ARTRAC.

NIA gives consent to jailed
Kashmiri leader Engineer
Rashid to take oath as MP

NEW DELHI

The National Investigation
Agency (N1A) on Monday
gave consent for jailed
Kashmiri leader Sheikh Ab-

501 Chan-
der Jit Singh is scheduled
to pass an order on Tues-
Tegar the interim
bail plea filed by Mr
Rashid
Advocate Vikhyat Obe-
ol told the media that the

cess must get finished in a
single day.

In jail since 2019, Mr.
Rashid was charged by the
NIA under the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act

-/

Engineer Razhid

QUAPA) In the alleged ter-
ror funding case.

baseless charges. Relieved
10 know he’s allowed

take oath as Member of
Parliament but his impri-
sonment itself is an utter
travesty of justice in the
first place. Government of

India must release him im-
with

mediately along
countless other Xashmiri
men languishi

former Chief Minister and
Peoples Democratic Party

president Mel Bufti
snd

Apni Party presi-
ot ATST Buknart’ ateo

welcomed the decision.

tion, much to the joy and
satisfaction of dm electo-
rate, sp lakhs, in
north Lr. However,
restricting  the MP-elect

mocracy,” Mr. Bukhari
sasd.

During the recent Lok
sabha elections, he con-
tested the polls against Na-

Conference leader

Ounar
Peoples Conference i
man Sajad Lo

representation,” Mr.
Gullah said.

TISS teachers
demand
regularisation
of faculty

NEW DELHI

A day afer the Tats st
Social Sclences

Akali Dal rebel leaders seek
apology from Akal Takht for
‘mistakes’ during party rule

TISSTA refterated that
termination letters issued
by the Advanced Centre
for Women's Studies have

been  withdrawn.
~These letters must be re-
tracted immediately. Col-
leagues need to be reinstat-
ed, and pending salaries
released from March 1o
June 2!!24 TISSTA stated.
'A'has requested a
mee(lng v.‘ith the TISS Vice
ellor to seek clarifi-
cation on developments
and Is awaiting a response.

Estri Akali Dal, SAD's

- and even though several

CHANDIGARH leaders have been raising
the issue surrounding “lea-
The rebel faction of the d in the
Akali Dal (SAD) Flm party, nothing concrete
on Monday went to the lcadership of has been done to revive the
t — the highest SAD in all these years.
temporal seat nrm Sikhs
apology Poor electoral run
(nr all the —mistakes com. 2007 and 2017 In the State.  As the poor electoral run
ed~ by the party when They held the Akali of the pmy continued In
¥t was In power in Punjab. . chief, who was Deputy  the enily concl
Senlos party leader and  Chief Minister at the me, Lok Sabha polls, the chal
former MP Prem Singh responsible for the -mis. lenge before M *
Chandumajra, former Shi-  takes~ such asthe failure to  keep his flock together has
romani Gurdwara Par-  punish those responsible only grown as several se-
p: for the of the Gu-  nior Jeaders have now
(SGPC) chief Bibi Jagir Kaur ru Granth Sahib In 2015, been gunning for his
and other leaders, who  the of Dera Sa.  ouster.
have been seeking cha Sauda chief Gurmeet However,
ter of parly presidenc Ram Rahim Singh In the men's wine. tserl Akat Dal.
Sukhbir Singh Badal, ap- 2007 case, and complete faith

Singh at the Golden Tem-
ple in Amritsar and sub-
mitted a letter seeking for-
giveness for the “mistakes™

blasph
the appointment of Su-
medh Saini as the State’s
Director General of Police.

I The Toadershin of Mr- Ba:
dal.

In a statement on Mon-

to lead the party at this

during SAD rule

Uphill struggle

Rush time: Pvlghms mvait £0 register for the annusl Amamath Yatra st the Saraswati Oham camp n

Jammu on Mondary

I'wo 1uore

KOLKATA

A 23-year-old man was al-
legediy beaten to death in
strict of West

On Sunday, a 23-year-
old man died at the Jhar-
gram Districe Hospital after
he was beaten up by a mob
on June 22, the police said.

Governor to meet
victims of public
flogging, seeks report

The Hindu Burean
NEW DELHI/KOLKATA

The public flogging of a

sparked outrage, with Go-
vernor C.V. Ananda Bose
seeking a report from Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee
and the BIP accusing the
g ool Congress
Taliban

sandeshkhall, Uttar Dinaj-
pur or many other places,
Didi’s West Bengal Is UN-
SAFE for women,” EIP
chief J.P. Nadda posted on

s juies condtérics;

rule” in the State.
M Boke will e (he
victims of the attack
Tuesday.
The National Human

n
West Bengal” he alleged,
derlundug the resignation
of Ms. Bane:

“Bad influence’

Rights C said it
has issued a notice to the

Field evaluation trials of submarine
bids under Project-751 complete

W DELHI

The Navys mega-subma-
rine deal under Project751,
estimated at over 43,000
crore, has crossed a r
milestone in the process
with the field evaluation
trials (FET) — to check the

compliance of the bids re-
ceived —

tems (TKMS) and Navantia
)

pain.
While: an Jtiar bk

team visited the TKMS

pyard in March for FET, l.he

West B
and the State’s police chief.

that exist
only in theocracles. Be it
cm

some exc
done. he insisted that the
woman was a “bad m-
fluence™ onsodely

offer was conduued last
d_

d.
Diplomatic sources said
that Navantia would be de-

oving
it new S80 class of sub,

monstrating the Air Inde-
pendent Propulsion (AIP)
system fitted in a subma-

performance would be de-
monstrated in due course.
The design offered by
TKMS. which
nered with maxagm. Dock
Shipbul Limited
DL, 18 hased on Ha high-
Iy successful Class 214 sub-
Class

forward: Navantia of Spain has offered a vessel based on
rarines. SPECHL ARRANGEMENT

of submarines, the first of
which was launched in
2021 and was commis-
sloned into the Spanish Na-
vy as S-81 ‘Isaac Peral’ i
November 2

Request For Propo-
sal (REP sved by the Na-

pitch for an inter-govern-
mental

Bengal Governor
seeks action against
top police officers

KOLKATA
West Bengal Governor C.V.
Ananda Bose has written

propriate punitive action
with law™

rman Chancellor Olar
Scholz is scheduled to visit
India in the second half of
October for &

;ganm Vineet Goyal, Com-

missioner of Police., Kolka-

ta; Indira Mukherjee, Dev
C

mental consultations.
Spain’s President

Sanchez is also expected to
visit in the next few
months.

progressed under the Stra-
model of

vy E
tions required, states that

the defence acquisition
procedure and L&T and
MDL are the two Indian

o

puty

Police; and the police con-
tingent posted at the Raj
Bhavan.

Referring to the allega-
tions against him made by
a Raj Bhavan employee,
the Governor said that if
the Constitution and the

(.onsutu(lonz.l oﬂice of the
Govwernor, it

member Special Investiga-
tion Team to look into the
allegations against the Go-
vernor. Since Article 361 of
tion provides

ninity to the Governar

of any criminal proceed-
been no

tions and lhe action taken

“By Fth s brazen decta-
ration, Smt. Indira Muk-

prem.
Gime ana again held that
there is a bar on

and aPBEiing <o think of

partner with foreign sub-

t would

and last sul marine turers to
The ke: produce six con-

however, to qualfy for ventional submarines in

P75 is the AIP system ia_ under

which enhances the endu-  transfer.

initiation or continuation
of any kind of criminal pro-
ceedings against a Gover-
nor~ the letter said. The
Governor also accused the
Commissioner of engaging,
in illegal and unconstitu-
tional acts.

amx




Field evaluation trials of submarine
bids under Project-75I complete

Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

The Navy’s mega-subma-
rine deal under Project-75I,
estimated at over 343,000
crore, has crossed a major
milestone in the process
with the field evaluation
trials (FET) — to check the
compliance of the bids re-
ceived — now complete.
There are two contenders
in the fray: Germany’s
Thyssenkrupp Marine Sys-
tems (TKMS) and Navantia
of Spain.

While an Indian Navy
team visited the TKMS shi-
pyard in March for FET, the
evaluation of Navantia’s
offer was conducted last
week, officials confirmed.

The evaluation report
will now be compiled and
presented to the Defence
Ministry, which will de-
clare the technical com-
plaint bids which is expect-
ed to take about two
months, a defence official
explained.

Diplomatic sources said
that Navantia would be de-

Moving forward: Navantia of Spain has offered a vessel based on
its new S80 class of submarines. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

monstrating the Air Inde-
pendent Propulsion (AIP)
system fitted in a subma-
rine operating on the sur-
face and not submerged
and that the submerged
performance would be de-
monstrated in due course.

The design offered by
TKMS, which has part-
nered with Mazagon Dock
Shipbuilders Limited
(MDL), is based on its high-
ly successful Class 214 sub-
marine as well as Class
212CD. Navantia, which has
tied up with Larsen & Tou-
bro, has offered a vessel
based on its new S80 class

of submarines, the first of
which was launched in
2021 and was commis-
sioned into the Spanish Na-
vy as S-81 ‘Isaac Peral’ in
November 2023.

The Request For Propo-
sal (RFP) issued by the Na-
vy, detailing the specifica-
tions required, states that
the first submarine should
have indigenous content
(IC) of 45% which should
go up to 60% for the sixth
and last submarine.

The key determinant,
however, to qualify for
P-751 is the AIP system
which enhances the endu-

R

rance of a submarine.

In the backdrop of a de-
cision on the deal, the top
leaders of Germany and
Spain are scheduled to visit
India in the next few
months during which they
are expected to make a
pitch for an inter-govern-
mental agreement.

German Chancellor Olaf
Scholz is scheduled to visit
India in the second half of
October for inter-govern-
mental consultations.
Spain’s President Pedro
Sanchez is also expected to
visit in the next few
months.

Only Germany and
Spain submitted bids for
the deal. The deal is being
progressed under the Stra-
tegic Partnership model of
the defence acquisition
procedure and L&T and
MDL are the two Indian
shipyards shortlisted to
partner with foreign sub-
marine manufacturers to
produce six advanced con-
ventional submarines in
India under technology
transfer.







» Evaluation report to be presented to the Defence Ministry, which will
declare the technical compliant bids.

* The selection process of compliant bids is expected to take about two
months.

 Navantia's S80 class of submarines demonstrated the Air
Independent Propulsion (AlIP) system.



* AIP system enhances the endurance of a submarine by operating
without surfacing.

 TKMS's design is based on Class 214 and Class 212CD submarines, in
partnership with Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders Limited (MDL).

* Navantia has partnered with Larsen & Toubro (L&T).



e Navantia's S80 class submarines have been launched and
commissioned into the Spanish Navy.

* The Request For Proposal (RFP) mandates that the first submarine
should have 45% indigenous content (IC), increasing to 60% for the
sixth and last submarine.



* The key qualification for Project-75I is the AIP system.

 German Chancellor Olaf Scholz and Spain’s President Pedro Sanchez
are scheduled to visit India for inter-governmental consultations.

 Germany and Spain are the only two countries that have submitted
bids.



* The deal is progressing under the Strategic Partnership model of the
defence acquisition procedure.

* L&T and MDL are shortlisted to partner with foreign submarine
manufacturers.

» The selected shipyards will produce six advanced conventional
submarines in India under technology transfer.

* Diplomatic sources indicate high-level visits from Germany and Spain
to support their bids.



* Consider the following statements regarding the Indian Navy's Project-751 for submarines:
1. The Project-75I is valued at over 50,000 crore.

2. Navantia of Spain demonstrated the Air Independent Propulsion (AIP) system during the field
evaluation trials.

3.The Request For Proposal (RFP) mandates that the first submarine should have 60% indigenous
content.

4. Germany's Thyssenkrupp Marine Systems (TKMS) has partnered with Mazagon Dock
Shipbuilders Limited (MDL) for their submarine design.

 Which of the above statements are correct?

 A.1and 3 only
B. 2 and 4 only
C.1,2,and 3 only
D. 2, 3, and 4 only
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NEWS I NUMEERS
The share of Kaziranga
which is submerged in
the Assam floods
43 per cent With worsenang.
flood condstions in Assam,
sang weater lewels hawe

irpacted 101 of the 233 farest carnps ot

Kaziranga Mational Park and Tiger Beseros,
according ta a flood repart. =n

Market capitalisation
of BSE-listed firms hit

THE3$&sm HINDU

The increase in
Aviation Turbine Fuel

The rainfall deficit

Number of deaths in

recorded in the month

lifetime high

44

Firme het s Setime [=5
rebound im equities, where the benchmast
Sensex ended at a new all-time peak. =

% lakh crare. The
rmarket capitalisation

ATF

riCe

n per cont ATE price was
hiked by ¥1.175 per ki 15

State-owred fusl retailers. -

of June in India

per cene bndia received 1472
i of reenfall againse 3 normal of
1653 men far the month. June
rainTall sccounts for 155 af the tatal
recipitation of 87 cm recorded during the
menscon seasan n the country.

violent attacks in
Pakistan: CRSS

R
e
e
RS-

A DATA TEAM

Follow us

) facebook.comythehindu

2 ewitter.com/the_hindu

() instagram.com,/the_hindu

Will the Hosur airport become a reali

What are the challenges and obstacles o the Hosur

s the project being proposed for Hosur?

Hony

can an airport gain clearance from the Civil A

ation Ministry? Whiat

port project proposed by the Tamil Nadu governmiment? Why
is the process to be followed?

EXPLAINER
Sanjay Vijavalkumar

The story so far:

amil Nadu Chief Minister M_
Stalin announced in the
begislative assembly plans for
sefting up an internarional

of land, wi

International Airport Lrd (BLALY, the
of

Adrport Bengaluru, does not allow for
new or existng airpores (except for

Mysore and Hassan airports) within an
aerial distance of 150 kms before 2053,

What is the significance of Hosur?

= report by
online publisher Visual Capitalist in 2021,

it was ranked I3 in the world among the
list of citkes with the fastest population
rowth with an annusal
5.38%,. Hosur has emerged as a Oourishing
induscrial town with prominent
companies such as Tara Electronics, TVS,
Ashok Leyland, Titan. and Rolls-Royce
(LAMPL) establishing significans
‘operations in the arca. It has emerged as a
nucleus for auto and electric vehicle
manufaciring, advanced manufacturing,
logistics and electronics. The industrial

polishing. among athers,
The State Industr

s Promotion
Corporation of Tamil Madu Limited

ESIPCOT), the State gowvernment's nodal

agency m promote mdustrial

Infrastrscture, has established industrial

parks in Hosur in twe phases spread over

2,063 acres. SIPOOT is currently in the
SE2. S

[ —

plan?

neja
Asrospace and Aviaton Limited. tn 2023,
rEpIy:l[u;maq’uegth by Drar

CTTRO) plant at Kelavarapalll, which is
expected to be completed by September.
Ascording en Tl Mads Indiserrien
Minister TR_B Rajaa, the airpore project

in Hosur will enhance connectivity and

Erowth,
not onky }mu:bmalso neighbouring
districts such as Dharmapuri and salem.

avida
ALK} Rajya Sabla
ME P, Wilbor, the them Lnion Minister of

route was not swarded and Hosur sirport
was deleted fi DAN document for
Fitire ound of biddine.

region will help decongest the 1
and will serve the people of Delhi, Noida.
abad,

‘Ghazi Aligarh, Agra, and Faridabad.
What e
Alrportpmjecuhw\ea long gestarion

o thas the

infrastrscture for

mecessary supporting
a which

the airport is another challenge
needs to be overcome.
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Tarmil Nack Chief Minister MK

wiah, the capacity to handie
three croce pas:

Arasaty, b the ekl toraes
of Hosur, which i 40 kms away
from Bengal

As per the present guidelines of

Existing civilan sirport.
Giver that the Db
Epvermment i pare of the
Oppositian allisnce, it has to
negotiate hard with the Centre
b get the necessary relssatian
in normes far setting up the
airpart.

What is on the agenda for the
16th Finance Commission?

How do other countries devaolve funds oo their local governmenes? 'Why is the Census significane?

The story so
he I.{:ﬂ'.'h Finance Commission
s weork,

important spatial zone for the owverall
development of the country. However,
ur economic scale is insuficlent i meet
rising needs. The world Bank estimares
that SB40 hillion ks needed for
Infrastrscture in the next decade.
Diespire the efforts of five commilssions
since the Lth Finance Commission,
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distorted local rnments” roles.
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What is on the agenda for the
16th Finance Commission?

How do other countries devolve funds to their local governments? Why is the Census significant?

Tikender Singh Panwar

The story so far:
he 16th Finance Commission
(FC) has begun its work,
established under Article 280
of the Indian Constitution,
primarily focusing on the devolution of
the consolidated fund. Since the 73rd and
74th constitutional amendments, local
bodies have gained significant recognition
within the federal system. These
amendments introduced sub-clauses 280
(3) (bb) and (c), which mandate the FC to
recommend measures to augment State
consolidated funds for supporting
panchayats and municipalities.

What about cities?

The National Commission on
Urbanisation in the mid-80s described
cities as “engines of growth.” Although
this view is somewhat narrow, the reality
is that cities contribute around 66% of
India’s GDP and about 90% of total
government revenues. Cities. thus. are an

important spatial zone for the overall
development of the country. However,
our economic scale is insufficient to meet
rising needs. The World Bank estimates
that $840 billion is needed for basic urban
infrastructure in the next decade.

Despite the efforts of five commissions
since the 11th Finance Commission,
financial devolution to cities remain
inadequate. The fiscal health of
municipalities is poor, affecting both city
productivity and quality of life. Rapid
urbanisation without appropriate fiscal
action has adverse effects on
development. Intergovernmental
transfers (IGTs) to Urban Local Bodies
(ULBs) in India are about 0.5% of GDP,
much lower than the 2-5% typical of other
developing nations. For instance, South
Africa allocates 2.6%, Mexico 1.6%, the
Philippines 2.5%, and Brazil 5.1% of their
GDPs to their cities. Although IGTs make
up about 40% of ULBs’ total revenue,
issues persist regarding their
predictability, earmarking for vulnerable
groups. and horizontal equitv. IGTs are

crucial for ULBs, given their financial state
and the need for stable support until their
OWN revenues improve.

What about the taxation system?
The introduction of the Goods and
Service Tax (GST) has reduced ULBs’ tax
revenue (excluding property tax) from
about 23% in 2012-13 to around 9% in
2017-18. IGTs from States to ULBs are very
low, with State Finance Commissions
recommending only about 7% of States’
own revenue in 2018-19. Increasing the
quantum of IGTs as a percentage of GDP
is necessary. Despite the 74th
constitutional amendment’s aim to
financially strengthen ULBs, progress
over three decades has fallen short.

The 13th Finance Commission
observed that “parallel agencies and
bodies are emasculating local
governments both financially and
operationally.” Local governments require
support from Union and State
governments through funds,
functionaries. and technical aid. However.

the growth of parallel agencies has
distorted local governments’ roles.
Programs like the Member of Parliament
Local Area Development Scheme and the
Member of Legislative Assembly Local
Area Development Scheme exacerbate
this issue, distorting the federal structure.

How important is the Census?

In the absence of the 2021 Census,
reliance on 2011 data is inadequate for
evidence-based fiscal devolution. India
has approximately 4,000 statutory towns
and an equal number of Census towns,
with an estimated 23,000 villages, all of
which are effectively urban. These figures
must be captured by the 16th FC,
including the significant migration to
Tier-2 and 3 cities.

Thus, the 15th FC’s nine guiding
principles require a revisit. Not all of
them but reference to enhancement in
property tax collection in tandem to the
State’s GST; maintenance of accounts;
resource allocation for mitigating
pollution; focus on primary health care,
solid waste management, drinking water,
etc., deserve attention. The 16th FC must
consider India’s urbanisation dynamism
and ensure IGTs to urban areas are at
least doubled. A McKinsey Global Institute
report warns that if India continues
investing in urban infrastructure at
current rates, urban infrastructure will
fall short, leading to water supply issues
and untreated sewage.

Author is former Deputy Mayor, Shimla,
and Member. Kerala Urban Commission.



* The 16th Finance Commission (FC) has started its work under Article
280 of the Indian Constitution.

e The commission focuses on the devolution of the consolidated fund.

* The 73rd and 74th constitutional amendments mandate the FC to
recommend measures to support panchayats and municipalities.



» Cities are considered "engines of growth," contributing about 66% of
India's GDP and 90% of total government revenues.

* Despite efforts, financial devolution to cities remains inadequate.

* The World Bank estimates S840 billion is needed for basic urban
infrastructure in the next decade.



* The fiscal health of municipalities is poor, affecting productivity and
quality of life.

* Rapid urbanisation without appropriate fiscal action has adverse
effects on development.

* Intergovernmental transfers (IGTs) to Urban Local Bodies (ULBs) in
India are about 0.5% of GDP, much lower than other developing
nations.



* The introduction of Goods and Services Tax(GST) has reduced ULBs'
tax revenue from 23% in 2012-13 to around 9% in 2017-18.

e State Finance Commissions recommend only about 7% of states' own
revenue to ULBs.

* Increasing IGTs as a percentage of GDP is necessary.

e The 16th FC must consider India’s urbanisation and ensure IGTs to
urban areas are at least doubled.



* The FC should focus on primary health care, solid waste management,
drinking water, etc



* Consider the following statements regarding the 16th Finance Commission (FC) of India:
1. The 16th Finance Commission is established under Article 280 of the Indian Constitution.

2.The 73rd and 74th constitutional amendments mandate the FC to recommend measures to
support urban infrastructure exclusively.

3. Intergovernmental transfers (IGTs) to Urban Local Bodies (ULBs) in India are significantly higher
than in other developing nations.

4.The absence of the 2021 Census data impacts the adequacy of evidence-based fiscal devolution.
* Which of the above statements are correct?

* A.1and 4 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C.1, 3,and 4 only
D. 1, 2, and 4 only
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KKR to buy controlling stake
in BMH in ¥2 500-crore deal
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Air India to set up flight
training school in Amaravat
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" Air India to set up flight
training school in Amaravati

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

Air India announced on
Monday its decision to set
up a flying training school
at Amravati, Maharashtra.
It would cost 3200 core
and will target to graduate
180 pilots annually. The
school will be opened by
June 2025.

The flying school at Am-
ravati’s Belora airport,
would be the first set up by
an Indian airline. It will
have 31 single-engine Piper
Archer aircraft and three
twin-engine Diamond
DA42 aircraft.

The flying training or-
ganisation (FTO) is an in-
itiative by the Maharashtra
Airport Development
Company Ltd. (MADCL),
which awarded Al a tender
to establish and operate

s

-
the school.Air India said
the school would be state-
of-the-art on more than 10
acres of land, with digitally
enabled classrooms, a digi-
tised operations centre,
and a maintenance facility.
“The young pilots com-
ing out of this FTO will fuel
Air India’s ambition of be-
coming a world-class air-
line, as it moves ahead in
its transformation jour-
ney,” CEO Campbell Wil-
son said in a statement.

“The FTO will be opera-
tional by Q1 FY26 and offer

T

aspiring pilots an oppor-
tunity to undergo training
with world-class curricula
at par with best-in-class
global schools,” said Sunil
Bhaskaran, director, Air In-
dia’s aviation academy.

This initiative will em-
ploy more than 3,000 peo-
ple in the aviation sector,
“but also create employ-
ment in multifarious allied
activities in skilling, techni-
cal, and small entrepre-
neurial ventures, culminat-
ing in an impressive
contribution of over
%1,000 crore to the State’s
GDP over the next de-
cade,” said Swati Pandey,
MD, MADCL.

The new facility will
boost India’s flying training
infrastructure, as 40% as-
pirants train overseas due
to paucity of infrastructure
and quality training.



 Air India announced setting up a flying training school in Amravati,
Maharashtra.

* The school will cost X200 crore and aims to graduate 180 pilots
annually.

* It is scheduled to open by June 2025.Located at Amravati's Belora
airport, it will be the first such school by an Indian airline.



* The school will have 31 single-engine Piper Archer aircraft and three
twin-engine Diamond DA42 aircraft.

* The initiative is by the Maharashtra Airport Development Company
Ltd. (MADC).

* The school will be on more than 10 acres of land with digitally
enabled classrooms, a digitised operations centre, and a maintenance
facility.



* The school will be operational by Q1 FY26.

* The training will match world-class curricula, offering opportunities
similar to global schools.

* The initiative will employ over 3,000 people in the aviation sector.

* It will also create employment in allied activities such as skilling,
technical, and small entrepreneurial ventures.



1.The contribution to the state's GDP is expected to be over X1,000
crore in the next decade.

2. The facility will address the shortage of flying training infrastructure
in India.

3.Currently, 40% of aspiring pilots train overseas due to insufficient
infrastructure and quality training in India.

4.The FTO will support Air India's ambition to become a world-class
airline.



* Consider the following statements regarding Air India's flying training school in Amravati:
1.The flying training school will be the first set up by an Indian airline.

2.The school will have a fleet consisting exclusively of single-engine aircraft.

3.The initiative is expected to employ more than 3,000 people in the aviation sector.

4.The school will be operational by Q1 FY25.

* Which of the above statements are correct?

* A.1and 3 only
B. 2 and 4 only
C.1, 3,and 4 only
D. 1, 2, and 3 only



RBI, ASEAN to create
platform for instant
retail payments

Press Trust of India
MUMBAI

The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) and ASEAN countries
have decided to create a
platform to facilitate in-
stant cross-border retail
payments.

The platform is expect-
ed to go live by 2026.

In a statement, RBI said
it had joined the Project
Nexus, a multilateral inter-
national initiative to enable
instant cross-border retail
payments by interlinking
domestic fast payments
systems (FPSs).

Nexus, conceptualised
by the Innovation Hub of

L
K

the Bank for International
Settlements (BIS), aims to
connect FPSs of four
ASEAN countries (Malay-
sia, the Philippines, Singa-
pore, and Thailand); and
India, who would be the
founding members and
first mover countries of
this platform.

An agreement to this ef-
fect was signed by BIS and
central banks of the found-
ing countries — Bank Nega-
ra Malaysia (BNM), Bank of
Thailand (BOT), Bangko
Sentral ng Pilipinas (BSP),
Monetary Authority of Sin-
gapore (MAS) — and RBI on
Sunday in Basel,

Switzerland.
»
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The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) and ASEAN countries will
create a platform for instant cross-border retail payments.

The platform is expected to go live by 2026.

RBI joined Project Nexus, a multilateral initiative to enable

instant cross-border payments by interlinking domestic fast
payment systems (FPSs).










e Consider the following statements regarding the initiative between RBI and ASEAN countries for
instant retail payments:

1. The platform for instant cross-border retail payments is expected to go live by 2025.

2. Project Nexus aims to interlink domestic fast payment systems (FPSs) of the participating
countries.

3. The founding countries include India, Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore, and Indonesia.
4.The agreement for this initiative was signed in Basel, Switzerland.
* Which of the above statements are correct?

* A.1and 3 only
B. 2 and 4 only
C.1,2,and 3 only
D. 2,3, and 4 only
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in his first speech as Leader of
Opposition. Rahul Gandhi

picked up the threads of his
election campaign to counter
e Government on several
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A fishing expedition,
Lankan Navy officer’s
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Amendments

Proposed in
MSME Act




* Recently, on the occasion of International MSME Day (27th June),
2024, the Ministry of Micro, Small & Medium Enterprises (MSME)
organised the 'Udyami Bharat-MSME Day' event and proposed
amendment to MSME Development Act, 2006 to improve dispute
resolution for delayed payments and address the changing needs of

the MSME sector.



O * The event witnessed the launch of

several initiatives by the Union
Minister for MSME, including the
proposed upgradation of the
Samadhan Portal, proposed
amendments in the MSME
Development Act, 2006, the Team
Initiative and the Yashasvini
campaign.
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 What are the Key Facts About MSME?

* About:

* MSME stands for Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises. These are businesses
that produce, process, and preserve goods and commodities.



Earlier and Revised Definition of MSMEs

Earlier MSME Classification '0- 00

Criteria: Investment in Plant & Machinery or Equipment

Manufacturing  Investment Investment Investment

Enterprises <X 25 lac =< 5 CL <3 10cr
Services Investment Investment Investment
Enterprise <310 lac <R 2CrL <~ bher

Revised MSME Classification

Composite Criteria: Investment and Annual Turnover

Classification Micro Small Medium

Investment Investment Investment
Manufacturing <3%1cr. & <¥10cr.& <X20cr. &
& Services Turnover Turnover Turnover

<< Hoer < <80 cr << 100 er.

Source: Ministry of Finance

S /PB india (@ /PIBHindi [ f) /pibindia 1 /pibindia §}) /pibindia.wordpress.com /pibindia | pibgovin  KBK



* MSME Regulation in India:

* The Ministry of Small-Scale Industries and the Ministry of Agro and Rural
Industries were merged in 2007 to form the Ministry of Micro, Small, and
Medium Enterprises.

* This ministry develops policies, facilitates programs, and monitors
implementation to support MSMEs and aid in their growth.



* Significance of the MSME Sector:
* Global:

* According to the United Nations data, MSMEs account for up to 90%

of businesses, over 60% to 70% of jobs worldwide, and half of global
GDP.



GDP Contribution and Employment Generation:

MSMEs currently contribute approximately 30% to India's Gross Domestic Product (GDP),
playing a crucial role in driving economic growth.

As per the data of Udyam registration portal, more than 46 million MSMEs (second only
to China's 140 million) and over 200 million jobs are registered with the MSME Ministry.




* Export Promotion:
e Currently MSMEs contribute nearly 45% of India's total exports.

* The Indian handicraft sector, which is dominated by small-scale
artisans and enterprises, has a global market and generates
significant export revenue for the country.



e The theme for MSME Day 2024 is “Leveraging Power and Resilience of
Micro-, Small and Medium-sized Enterprises (MSMEs) to Accelerate
Sustainable Development and Eradicate Poverty in Times of Multiple
Crises.”
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 What are the Key Facts About ISA?
e About ISA:

* Itis an autonomous international organisation established under the
1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) and
the 1994 Agreement relating to the implementation of Part XI of the
UNCLOS.

* Headquarters: Kingston, Jamaica.

* Members: 168 Member States (including India) and the European
Union.



* The area under its jurisdiction covers around 54% of the total area of the world's oceans.

* ISA ensures effective protection of the marine environment from the harmful
effects of deep-seabed activities.



* Regulating the conduct of all exploration activities and exploitation of deep-sea
minerals.

 Protection of the marine environment from harmful effects of deep seabed-related
activities.

* Encourage marine scientific research.
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* There is a new and growing question —
— whether companies are making
over-inflated claims about their
use of Al.

 Tech companies and startups
marketing themselves as using
Al, but not doing so forms the
basis of ‘Al washing'.




About

Al washing is a term derived from greenwashing, where companies
exaggerate their environmental friendliness to appeal to customers.

Similarly, businesses that claim to have integrated Al into their products, when
they're actually using less sophisticated technology, can be accused of Al
washing.



* When it comes to Al washing, there are several types.

« Some companies claim to use Al when they’re actually using less-
sophisticated computing, while others overstate the efficacy of their Al over
existing techniques, or suggest that their Al solutions are fully operational

when they are not.



 Concerns: Al washing can have concerning impacts for
businesses, from overpaying for technology and services to
failing to meet operational objectives the Al was expected to
help them achieve.

* For investors it can make it harder to identify genuinely
Innovative companies.
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Word of the day

Febrile:

of or relating to or characterised by fever

Synonym: feverish

Usa gE: It was a febrile reaction caused by an
allergen.

Pronunciation: bit.ly/febrilepro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /febiarl/
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