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Over 100
held on U.S

India’s forests?
Will it be used to
circumvent laws?

LouD aND cLEAR
SC declines petition to
end Collegium system
NEWS » PAGE 4

KEIRIWAL'S PLEA
Arrest does not affect
free elections: ED
NEWS » PAGE 4

cHAMPION RETURNS
Gukesh arrives to a
rousing welcome
SPORTS » PAGE 17

OPINION » PAGE 9

EC asks Nadda to explain Modi’s poll speech

Campaign speeches made by those holding high
positions have more serious consequences, says EC

Sreeparna C¥

NEW DELMI

ISTANBUL

politicat party # an

lation of the Model Code of

nister Narendra Modi. Ho-
wever, taking a circuitous
route. the notice was sent

Tiumndizy w0 P preat.
dent J.P. Nadda, mr.

In fact, the notice does
the name of

i= established sfong pre-1967
borders. » PAGE 14

Ooposition in the Assembiy
W.D. Satheesan on Thursdsy
wrged the Election Commission

allegedly visitng heads of
churches in

» PAGE 3

the Prime Minister at all.
Thia complatote sttackiad o
notice, however, are
the ss

parties, such
Clommunist Pan'y of India

was served Congr
presid Mallikarjun
Kharge, erning com-

conc
plaints related both to him
and party leader Rahul
Gandhi

The poll body sought
responses from both par-
ties by 11 a.m. on April 29.
Frie B sfachils sedcl sk
is the firs recent
history that the panel has
cognisance of a com-
against

p!a.lnl a Prime
Ainsster

polls, EC had
clean chit to Mr. Modi on
complaints lodged by the

stion parties.
What is also unprece-

dented is the poll body is-
suing Thu ay's nool:es to
the

espective presi-
Gents inatead of directy o

Similar notice served on Mallikarjun Kharge over
complaints concerning him and Rahul Gandhi

In equal measure

The EC has sent separate notices (o the prasidents of the 8.

2nd the ©
. Naddato

-ac
£C mtached the o

L —t
vioiated the MCL by making.
ogai the PM

ITRVACAAN . SADAN.
(ST e

SiREE

t high standar
Seical’ dlacorwse: and ob-
todel

and spirit”.
The Commission said it
has taken a view that whill
star

The EC is "super, super cautious” when it
comes to the Prime Minister, says Congress

made those holding PMs) PV. Narasimha Rao,
high pcsnons have more  Atal Bihari Vajpayee, and
serious the . This is
EC said. the second time we have
The C ~ ch against the
chief complainant  PM. We had earlier com-
against the PM's com- plained about Home
ments, said that the EC  Minister [Amit Shah], but
sending the notice to Mr.  no action n. Ac-

Pnrne Mlms(er was a re-

veali

“They (the EC] are sup-

er. super cautious when it
=

headquarters, adding that
the

ers will to remain

responsible for speeches
made by them, it will ad-
dress party chiefs “on a

of M
Code of Conducs In lewer

=

tion was taken against the
Assam Chief Minister,” he
added.

to Kharge
The EC attached the com-
plaints filed by the BIF to
ne to Mr.

lated the MCC ds a
speech on
April 18 by making “false

nguage.
e retice al.
so said that Mr. Kharge, in

a publi-

mments made to
said that Presi-

<o ne:
cation, had

This notice too did not
name either of the indivi-
dual leaders.

Since the beginning of

cause notices to Congress

leader Supriya Shrinate,

BJP MP from West Bengal
Aam

Complaints were filed.

India to gain
from global
recovery,
says FinMin

Vikas Dhoot
NEW DELHI

The global is on

NEW DELHI

The stage is set for polling
in 88 across

the mend with major eco-

o
out and its key indicators
for barch reflect a buoyant
dom, land-

econom!
scape, the nn.moe Minis-
ery said o

I3 States in the second
phase of the lok Sabha
election on Friday. This

Polling stations across the

ntry.
A total of 1,202 candi-

es are in the fray — 1,098
male, 102 female o
e nder per:

desh, five seats each in As-
sam and Bihar, three seats
and

= ST
Keeping an eye: Security personnet conduct a search operation usng 3 drune an the eve of the secand |

each in Ch
West Bengal, and one seat
et b Maniper, Trlprira

Jamma Kashmis
ety £0 to the polk.

Over 16 lakh pol offi-
cials have been deployed
for the exercise mvolving
5.08 crore male, 7.8 crore

phase

time voters and 328 crore
voters in the age group of
20-29 years are expected to

% Election 2024, in Jarm:

exercise their franchise on

rsons
have been provided the op-

armima on Thursday.

tion to vote from the com-
es.

Friday. was shifted to the
third phase on May 7 fol-

Phase 2 of Lok Sabha election to be held
today:; 1,202 candidates in fray in 88 seats

lowing the death of Bahu-
jan Samaj Party candidate
‘Ashok Balawi

Some of the prominent
leaders in the fray include
Congress
Gandhi and
jeew Chandras.
BJP, and actor-turned-polit-
iclans Hema Malini and
Gowil
After the second phase,

voting
la. Ra&hanand‘r‘ri a.

If BJP wins,
simultaneous
polls will be
implemented’

Nistula
VISHAKHAPATNAM

The Hindu, Mr. Singh, who
aded the BJP"s manifesto
was ona

goals of the BIP. such as the

States and Union Territo-
ries will be held on May 7.

of a Un-
iform Civil Code.

He said that the dia-
n India and
China was ongoing
Soamaranctive, A el i€
led to any further flare-up
in tensions after troops
clashed in La-
dakh in june,

2020.

FuLe
INTERVIEW
» PAGE

Census delayed as government wants to end SC/ST quota, says Congress

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DEL

The 2021 census has been
indefinitely delayed to end

BANGKOK

Milkioaa of people scroes South
and s

the Sche-

Quled Castes (SCs) and

Scheduled Tribes (STs), the

Congress alleged on Thurs-

day. seepping up ls atrack
the BIP-led governme:

ver the' lamie (GF carte

through mum hot weather
vy, s the Thas

swvv rmvenst said heatatn
has already kified 3t least 20
prople ths year. A wave of
exceptionally hot weather has
blasted the region this week,

i ot

“The census that was
due in 2021 has sull not
been done. It has been de-

thre.

layed by three years. Why?
s bec they want to
end servation. They
don't \l‘an( us w the

of sCs and

schools acro:

mesh said at a press

conference.
“As a result of the delay
tng census,

in o
about 10 crore people are
being denied benefits un-
der the Food Security Act,
which has been renamed
as Pradhan Mantri Garib
Kalyan Anna Yojana,’
added.

Though

he

the Congress
bee: that the
BIP wants 4oo-plus seats in
the Lok Sabha to amen
ehies] Ot e ey exirs
reservations. this the
fir: e that the party has
linked the delay in con-
ducting the census to re-
servadons for SC and ST

to mmpend classes » PAGE 14
cm
*

STs” C
cations chief jairam Ra-

When The Hindu point-

being denied the benefit unde

the Food Security Act
JATRAM RAME
e

ed out that the delay w:

S account of the COVID 15

pandemic, Mr. Ramesh sal-
countrie:

tion to this? Why was it not
carried out in 2022, n
2023, or being doné in
20247

The Congress” charge

As a result of the ¢
in conducting the cen-
phe

ay

came on a day when party

nister you ds make
statements that are false.”
Mr. Kharge said in his let-

your govern-
repeatedly
the

Ealsurra. 150t your govern-
the

wrote a letter to

auoclnes against women

distribute it among
Muslims.
“PM spreading lies’

Mr. Ramesh also accused
Mr. Modi_ of spreading
“Hes™ to divert atwention
from real issues in the on-

Sabha election.
e Hared the DA 0 point
out where in me e party’e

manifesto the

distribution of PO had

ter to clear his stand on the

Modi's al-

Prime Minister
and

written in our manifesto™.
“1 would be more than
happy to meet you in per-
son to explain our Nyay Pa-
tra so that as the Prime Mi-

agall\sl Dalit girls. garland-
ing of rapists?

Congress chief, in a sting-
ing rebuttal to Mr. Modi's
charge thal ngress
would take away wealth,
including  mangalsutras.
from Hindu women and re-

Mr.
legation that the Congress
would charge inheritance
t: from

The Congress leader al-
so asked the Prime Minis-

from the first phase of the
Lok Sabha election, Mr.
Modi has raised communal
issues as he wants the Con-
gress on a different pitch.
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Modi thanks Italian
PM for invitation to
G-7 meeting in June

MEW DELHI
Prime Minister Narendra
ol 0 Th

Italian Prime Minister Gbor-
thanking her
ion te the G7
mieeting in june, i he is re-
electe
The Invitation For India
0 be a special invitee at the
G7 summirs autreach ses.
. due to be held June
515, was Toc earlier
week, sources sasd.

ewvents

the invitations New
Delhi has recefwed straight
after election results are
se for

MNizhny Novgorod for

BRICS Foreign  Ministers
lnae(L'ngo\n]une 10-11. Flo-
wever, both the Ministry of
=rmal Affairs and diplo.
matic sources sa
reaponae on all three o
eations could only be ex-
pected after the results are

strategic partnership. The

two  leaders  also  ex-

changed views on regional
bxal

SC declines petition to end
Collegium, revive NJAC

I'he

Flexd ad'wx.ll’_g Mlathrews MNed

NEW DELH
he Supreme Court
Registry has  re-
fused 1o accept a

mational Judicial Appo
ments Commission
(NIAL, seeking to ~pre-
vent needless waste of jud-
scial time and energy—.

In a six-page order, S
preme Court Hegistras Pu-
nest Sehgal said that the
Collegium system had al-
ready been upheld. while
the o which gave an
Saual role 1
ment in ]udlcls.'l lppnl.‘n—
ments — ]‘I.EEI. be e
down

fjrecki
served in the os

April 24,
Ulterior

Bench i Oerober 2015,
A Teview plea against

and
of mumal interess.”
press release on Thi
stated

the

whee Ji also sub-
semunuyd.lsnussedbyme

“rne peﬂtlnnﬁ]mibyad—

A repeat Hiigation was
in the public’s best inter-

est, the o . g
that the petition by Mr. Ne-
dumpara either an at-

courts with matters
which already stand
acudicated

PUNEET SERGAL
ST & CoA1rt Baggtaen

principles of setled ks or
fuelled by an “ulterior
motive .

The Registrar imoked
the Supreme Court

Under this provision of
the 2043 Rules, the Regis-
Erar may refuse o receive a
petition on the ground that

days to apgreal to the court.
“Symonym for ne; -
he petition was filed in
2023 amid werbal amacks
against the cCollegium syvs-
temn by the then Lass Mini:
tor Kiven Rifiju

The plea argues thar the
Supreme Court, through
fts  Constiution
Judpment of October 2015,
had thwarted the ~will of
the people” by soriking
o mlslm

Bench

rional
IR b Vet eed the
MIAC mechanism,

The petition says that
the 2015 judgment should
be rendered vold ab dnite
as it had revived the Colle-
gilum system, which the

Petitioriers called a “sym-
Boym far and fa

Arrest of criminal
politicians does not
affect free elections’

Hrishnadas B
MEW DELHI

Drrectorate (EIW told the

Supreme Court on Thurs-

Qzy thar arresting polit.

clamns are “criminals™

is mot a blow to free and

fair elecrions.
The

party

Py and the rest of the
Opposition  have accused
the in agency of

Aot smT.

to campaign in the elec-

tion, the ED said in an 87-
afficavis

“Treating a politician
differently from a6 or
ary criminal in a matrer of
arrest

reasaned
The Central agency said

guilty of money launder
The ED said that Mr. Kej-

gre:
ing his Interrogat

day of the search, le

1o his arrest, it mentionesd.

On the draw

CBI registers first FIR in
Sandeshkhali violence case

PeEW DELL

The Central Bureaw of In-

onAapril
crea(sd a d.ed.l.cs.lsd enriail
{san

Hipcbi, gocing pger pu-
bilic o

The District Magiserate
(North 24 Parganas), in an

The CBI had created a dedicated emai e g
e i At e ie aege by Emeohred In She crire

order dated Apeil 19, had
also been requested that
the email 1D be

gations of crimes
women and Tand x ABbing
in

CBI investigation into alle-

next date of hearing

No case filed
against man
for terming
Zubair a jihadi

WEW DELHL

The police have informed

in their starus report
whe Delhi Pollce sald lhe
post by Mr. Singh di)

~cause fear or arme i
the publ

The report came on Mr.

Zubairs 2020 plea seeking

1o quash an FIR registered
him in Del

n L
The next hearing is on
August 5.

SC verdict
today on
transparency
of EVMs

NEW DELH

The Supreme ©
achediled on Pridey e
pronounce is judgment on
petitions seeking a more
Fransparent system of vot-
ing to ensure free and fair

coin-

second

wal con-

firm that their vores have

been accur: ded.
Advocate Prashant

EVM vote
VVPAT paper slips.
cna

Centre allows immmediate’” export
of 2,000 tonnes of white onions

FeEW DELML

In a surprise mowe, the Un-
fon government on Thurs-
day partially relased the in-

ondon

ments could go and man-
ts

expor
channelled through
Mational Cooperative Ex-

s Limited (MCEL), the

be
the

pore:
Barest ation sets no
such condimions. It

the Gujarad ports of hiun-
dra and Pipavay, or Nhava
Shewva in Mumbai.

merce Ministry and
DGFT on April 13 to ascer-

Farmers arrive with fresh stock of white oricn st a market in
Mahana, Guparal. FILEFHATS:

Thee relaxation jis
for white onions,
primarily grown in
GCujarat that goes o
the polls on My 7

tain if any relaxation is in

nane producer and expor-
ter of white omions in the
country, with districts like
Bhavnagar and Amreli —
which go to the polls on
May 7 — sccounting for a
Large part of the produce.
The latest relaxation has
triggered  some  disquiet
among ondon farmers from

neighbouring States such

he told The Firdu
while red omion prices
in wholesale

lesale prices for red onlons

have cooled,” asked a farm-

ers” representative from
il

A step forvwand’
o St prEldenlﬂfl-(m

Specifying the destination
country or agemscy through
which they will be chars-

that are menerally not con-
sumed in local markets

auests through dlplﬁmallc
channel

B arch L 34,800 me-
eric tonnes (MT) of ondon

EEOD MT. Throu

ABC journalist left India in
spite of visa approval: officials

NEW DELHL

Australian authorizies on

tralia  appreciates  the
MEA's assistance and coop-
eration. Australia s
= that the

sion here said In response
to a question from The
Firveler

The Australian wersion

the importamnce of

grant of wisa, her require-
ments for covering the In-

cover elections and was
compelled leave the

oo
mence after a repart on the
ABC on the Khalistan issue
was watched globally. Sub-

ABCs India coverage

bt weeks before she left

pro-Khalistan _activists in
Punjab and that she was
told that her reporting had

“sikhs, Sgi
Investigar

Ministry of
and Broadcasting over the
Teportage under the nfor-
mation  Technology Act,
2000,

A crew of the ABC had
yisited the Punjab family
home of Hardeep

leged that Nijjar was killed
by Indian agents




Centre allows immediate’ export
of 2,000 tonnes of white onions

Vikas Dhoot
NEW DELHI

In a surprise move, the Un-
ion government on Thurs-
day partially relaxed the in-
definite ban on onion
exports again, paving the
way for the “immediate”
export of 2,000 tonnes of
white onions, primarily
grown in Gujarat, from
three designated ports.

A notification issued by
the Directorate General of
Foreign Trade (DGFT) said
that exports of white
onions would be permitted
only after Gujarat’s Horti-
culture Commissioner cer-
tifies the item and quantity
being exported.

While previous relaxa-
tions to the ban specified
the countries where ship-
ments could go and man-
dated that such exports be
channelled through the
National Cooperative Ex-
ports Limited (NCEL), the
latest notification sets no
such conditions. It only
stipulates that the exports
must be routed through
the Gujarati ports of Mun-
dra and Pipavav, or Nhava
Sheva in Mumbai.

Gujarat crop

Incidentally, horticulture
exporters are learnt to
have written to the Com-
merce Ministry and the
DGFT on April 13 to ascer-

Farmers arrive with fresh stock of white onion at a market in
Mahuva, Gujarat. FILE PHOTO

The relaxation is
for white onions,
primarily grown in
Gujarat that goes to
the polls on May 7

tain if any relaxation is in
the offing for white onion
exports, citing reports of
ongoing procurement of
export quality white
onions at one of Gujarat’s
Agricultural Produce Mar-
ket Committees (APMCs).
Gujarat is the predomi-
nant producer and expor-
ter of white onions in the
country, with districts like
Bhavnagar and Amreli —
which go to the polls on
May 7 — accounting for a
large part of the produce.
The latest relaxation has
triggered some disquiet
among onion farmers from

neighbouring States such
as Maharashtra who grow
red onions. “Don’t farmers
outside Gujarat also de-
serve export opportunities
now that [domestic] who-
lesale prices for red onions
have cooled,” asked a farm-
ers’ representative from
Nashik.

‘A step forward’

Ajit Shah, president of Hor-
ticulture Produce Expor-
ters’ Association (HPEA),
said that permitting white
onions’ exports without
specifying the destination
country or agency through
which they will be chan-
nelled is a step forward.
“The same relaxations
must be offered for red
onions, as well as smaller
size onions [40 mm or less]
that are generally not con-
sumed in local markets,”

he told The Hindu.

While red onion prices
in wholesale markets have
dropped to about %1 to ¥12
per kg, white onion prices
are around %16 to 17, he
said. “It’s now nearly six
months since onion ex-
ports were banned and we
have enough stocks, while
prices are lower. So, as and
when the government
does permit additional ex-
ports, it must open them to
all traders and farmers,” he
mooted.

Diplomatic exceptions
Fearing a shortage of the
politically sensitive crop,
the Union government had
banned onion exports in
December 2023. Last
month, the curbs were ex-
tended ‘till further orders’.
However, it had kept the
window open for exports
to countries making re-
quests through diplomatic
channels.

On March 1, 14,400 me-
tric tonnes (MT) of onion
exports were permitted for
the United Arab Emirates,
with a quarterly cap of
3,600 MT. Through two
more notifications this
month, an additional
20,000 MT of onions have
been approved for the UAE
“over and above” the quar-
terly quota, and 10,000 MT
have been permitted for

Sri Lanka.
A |



INDIA’S SHARE IN WORLD

ONION PRODUCTION
2017 2023 (projection)

@ &

Annual Onion production or 2018-19

(as per 3rd advance estimate)

23.5 million tonnes
(Up by 1% over prevlous year)

Estimated annual onlon consumption
of Indla Including exports

16 million tonnes

Onion exports In 2018:

Z 3,516 Cr (1.99 miiion tonnes)

| Onion exports from January to June 2019:

("2 1,840 cr (1.2 mintion tonnes)



STATE-WISE ONION PRODUCTION

Production in ‘000 tonnes

2019-20 Share
(1st Ad. Est.) (%)

Maharashtra 9,099.0 37.2 NN
Madhya Pradesh 3,966.0
Karnataka 2.215.0
Rajasthan 1,386.0
Bihar 1,312.9
Gujarat 1,256.8
Andhra Pradesh 935.0
Haryana 905.3
West Bengal 670.0

Uttar Pradesh L4L4.6
Source: NHB; compiled by BSResearch Bureau




TOP ONION PRODUCING

STATES IN INDIA

y- MAHARASHTRA
—  KARNATAKA

GUJARAT

M.P

ANDHRA PRADESH

BIHAR




seasons for onions in India:

KHARIF (sowed in June-July,
harvested after October)

LATE KHARIF

(sowed in September, harvested
after December)

RABI (sowed in December-
January, harvested after March)

® The rabicrop retains less
moisture and is easier to store,
Farmers supply this harvest to
markets till new produce arrives

Yearly consumptionin indiais

around 160 lakh tonnes
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Swiggy secures investors
approval for F10414-crore PO

Food and grocery delivery major Swiggy has

secured shareholders”

o raise T10,414 crore

addirion to an OFS component

 shares,
S an v Toesa Lo o

Coromandel International
names Alagappan Chairman

Coromandel International Led. {CIL) has
ipnated

appointed and re des
hakrman Ar

Executive Vice
rive

n Alagappan as Executive

Ehatroman o the

retirement of Chairman and

ed a final

dividend of #6 per equity share for F24.

IndiGo ‘agrees’ to buy 30
Airbus widebody aircraft

way for non-stop, long-haul

Paving
imternatinnal fights.

budget carrier IndiGo said it

10 order 30 Airbus A3

carrier said in a press staternent it also had
purchase rights for an additional 70 Atrbus ASS0
family aircraft ‘for possible fsture needs under
certain conditions” The airline has almost 359

alreraft in its fleer.

‘Global recovery
offers growth upside;
food prices to cool’

March

in workd oil food prices warrant attention. but concerns

from geopolitical tensions seen easing. ministry says in economic review

Wikas Dhoat
EW DELHL

he global economy
i on the mend
with major econo-
mies seeing a growth re-
bound risk percep-

ut and irs key indicators
for March reflect a buoyant
domestic

‘economic
seape, the Finance Minis-

wed  aten

ministry nowd I its eco-
nomic review for March
that India’s food inflation
eased to 8.5% last month,
from February's 8.7%,
retail ~ inflation
slowed to a 10-month. low

5%,

cludes food and energy
prices, eased to 3.3% in
March, and a further cool-
Ing of domestic food prices
was on the anvil, the minis-
try sabd, citing the above-

well for a good harvest. 1t
did, howewer, caution that
the recent uprick in infla-
tionary pressures

natlons diong with perals.

Upbeat asse:-.sme it

Global ecanare
& gk

the mend with majar ecancmies 5
t Suagurs e

Tor India’s econanmy:

the ministry

firmed up in March, follow-
ing a seven-month-long de-
clining trend, driven pri-

marily by rising prices of
vegetable oils.

¢ of weather shocks®
“while a record rabi crop
will help in mocde ce
real prices, the increasing
accurrence weather
shocks poses an upside
risk to food prices; Geopol-
itical tensions and their ef-
fect on oil prices add to

while geopolitical ren-
in a concern,

risk perceptions have sof-

tened, offering a potential

upside for g

dia conti

mand, rural demand pick-
up. nr. and
sustained manufacturing
momensum.

The ministry said that
improved consumer and
investor confidence under-
pinned the country’s abili-
£y o navigate global chal-
lenges sucresstully.

In March 2024, ndia's
economy was mar
record-breaking stock mar-
ket performance, remarka-
ble GST collections, and
substantial growth in the
mamriacturing xnd seric-
&8 sectors, a bu-
ayant dnmes(Lc economic

Kotak plunges on RBI
order; CEQO reassures

Beatiers
MUMEAL

«cards, a blow te a lender
that relies heavily on on-
line banking.

uu;h s
Danl(l.ng platform
Foraks1l, causing spotadic
outages, said two Kotk of
ficials and two others with
knowledge of the matter.

o

kotak

an emall, seen by Reuters,
“we will emerge st

and the lssue would be re-
solved “in short order ™.

FPO marks start of
Vodafone Idea 2.0°

BaumEAL

vodafone idea Lidis suc:
fundraising  of
Saion coa through its

round, Aditya Birla Grougp
Chairman Kumar Manga-
lam Eirla sabd on Thursday.
“on the back of this

believe ma a revitalised

is important
T din Mar. Blrls s ot

by the governments re-
form package.
“The policy environ-

jon government
owns 33% in VIL, which is
part of Aditya Birla Group.

MARKETS

MARKEY WATCH

Happiest
Minds to buy
PureSoftware
for ¥779 crore

BENGALURL

Tech vereran Ashok Soota-

said it signed  definitive
agreements  to  acqu
100% of the equity share
capital of Noida-based Pu-
resoftware Te es
Private Lt for a total pur-
se  consider: of

ferred payment of 2144
crors payable ar the end of

fevement
set performance |argel3,
the firm sabd in a filing. Pu’
Software logged $43 mil-
om in FY24 revene.

Hyundai, Kia aim at
1L.5-min cars in output

CHEMNNAL
Hyundal Motor  Group
(HMG) announced its mid-
to long-term strategies to
respond to the 1 augo-
motive market and to solid-
iy its position as a keading
com,

mohility -
Addressing  the frss
overseas town hall meet-

ing, HMG Executive Chair
Eulsun Chung shared the
group's vision for the mn-
dian with  HRIIL
Emp]n:rys!.mhewl)elhlnn
April 23

plans, HMIL and

sides, it is also planni

electrification strategy.

HMIL will start operat-
ing the recently acquired

‘Emphasise domestic patents,
subsidy for semiconductors’

Aroon Dieep
NEW DELHI

Semiconductor design in-
itiatives must be encour-
with improved local
fundraising opportunities
and incentives for using
demestically registered in-
rellecrual property (P, the
India Cellular &
fes Association (ICEA)
in a report Thursday.
As China's semiconduc-
tor industry faces hesitant

s due to geopoliti-
cal renciona, ndia
seize th nities this

opport
presents the ICEA said.

Referring 1o arguments
by economises like Raghu-
ram Rajan that the semi-
conductor push may not
present optimal economic
or e

mployment oppormni-

semiconductors s Impor-
tant;” Mr. Mohindr

w
of the wetld's emiesn oo
Eineers, none of the [Ps are
with India” AM. Deven-
dranath. CEC of ressarch

fem Reediack Advisar
out. Engineers in-
k for global firms

gesled incentivising dom-

HC orders review of Tata
Motor’s ALL patent challenge

Thilakavadi set

CHENNAL

The Madras High Court has
ordered reconstitstion of
the Opposition Board in a
challenge by Tata Motors
L. €TRL) 00 a patens held

A Division Bench of Jus-
thces M. Sundar and K. Ga-

“s arder

Cantroller
Designs in Chennai to re-

constitute the
Board in a fortnight
Disposing of the W
filed by ALL, the Bench or-
lon

ments and evidences from
both sides before submit-

ring ins recommendation to

Court that TML. opposed
s client's patent under

£ un-

TML relied on two ex-
pert's evidence to support
its ALL patent opposition.

CPCL Q4 net dips on
low price, forex loss

o
ration Led. {(CPCL)Y report-
ed standalone net profit for
the quarter ended March
31 fell 39% year-on-year 1o
612 crore due o lower
prices and foreign ex-
loss.

Revenue from opera-
dons shid 1o 20,825 crore,
from 21,350 crore, on ac-

of lower refnery

transfer price realisation,
the ofl refiner said in a
statement

“Low product cracks'
Its gross refining margin
CGRED  was  SrilEBbL
against $12.48/bbl in the
year-earfier period. The
decline was mainly due to.
lower product cracks in
the internarional markets,

Intellectual property: India features
yet again on U.S. ‘priority watch list’

A Sen
NEW DELHL

The 1.8, has once in-
hncted i i the Spron-
ey watch list” of countries,
along with China, Russia,
venezuela, and three oth-
ers, for alleged problems
related t> IF_protection
and enforce . and has
Said there wil e particu-
larly intense bilareral en.
gagement on the matter

esti of [Ps in
key s ssctors, Hie In expand-
ing networks

gement & ons and
pre-grant opposition pro-
ceedings, but numerous

tries who have succeeded

in -te

chips, crashing global pric-
vestment apperis

for researching  them,

while opening up initia’
tives that make access to
funding easy with early ex-
s for imvestors.

main, per e s, Trade
Representative's 2024 Spe-
i 508 repors relensed an
Thursday.

“High online piracy”
“These include inadequate

Under the radar: in
enurn

protect trade secress,” it
said,

Among other things, In-
dia saill needs to fully im-
plement the WIPO Internet
Treaties and ensure that
copyTight statutory licenc-
es dio not extend to interac-
tive transmissions,” the re-

port added.
The USTR releases the

list of

‘priority  watch’

a has been an the 'pri
Far masmy years. REUTERS

ity waatch’ =t of

countries for many year
which. according. to. the
USTR office, indicates that
serious problems exist in
the country concerning 1P
Protection, enforcement,
or market access for Amer-
ieans relying on [P,

India’s stance
New Delhi, however, has
always matntained that its

ithe

Intellectual Property
s (TRIPS) Agreement

and that it was not bound

by any global pules 1o make
changes in its laws.
N action is threarened

the r
“priority watch lisr'.

Other trading partmers
Twenty trading pariners
are on the ‘warch list, in-
<luding countries that the
U5, believes meri bilateral
attention to under-
Iying IP problems but are
better than the ‘prority
warch list countries.
Algeria, Barbados, Bela-
1us, Balivia, Brazil, Bulga-
ria, Canada, Colombia,
ador, EEVpt, Guatema-
la, Mexico, Pakistan, Para-
guay. Peru, Thalland, Tri-
micdad and T

list.
(The writer is with The
Hindu businessiines

In FY25,IT
firms ‘will be
back™ at
campuses’

o Sureban
BENGALURL

The IT sector, after a full
fiscal year of low-te-no
fresher and level hir-

see a refurn to the
umpus in FY25, HR ana-
Tysts said.

As deal pipeline swells,
atrrition drops and wtilisa”
tion
tough

-play for 1T

The IT sector collective-
Iy net added 70,000 entry-
level talent in Fy¥24. the

a two-

the year ahead could well
see  I00% yo¥ g

even if fresher intake Mls
the

Even as the revenue
ETowEh for the sector was
muted, the commentary
on hiring was positive

(The writer is with the
v businesslineh
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Intellectual property: India features
yet again on U.S. ‘priority watch list’

Amiti Sen
NEW DELHI

The U.S. has once again in-
cluded India in the ‘priori-
ty watch list’ of countries,
along with China, Russia,
Venezuela, and three oth-
ers, for alleged problems
related to IP protection
and enforcement, and has
said there will be particu-
larly intense bilateral en-
gagement on the matter
during the coming year.

There has been progress
under the U.S.-India Trade
Policy Forum in addressing
issues of trademark infrin-
gement investigations and
pre-grant opposition pro-
ceedings, but numerous
long-standing concerns re-
main, per the U.S. Trade
Representative’s 2024 Spe-
cial 301 report released on
Thursday.

‘High online piracy’

“These include inadequate
IP enforcement, including
high rates of online piracy,
an extensive trademark op-
position backlog, and in-
sufficient legal means to

Under the radar: India has been on the ‘priority watch’ list of
countries for many years. REUTERS

protect trade secrets,” it
said.

Among other things, In-
dia still needs to fully im-
plement the WIPO Internet
Treaties and ensure that
copyright statutory licenc-
es do not extend to interac-
tive transmissions,” the re-
port added.

The USTR releases the
Special 301 Report annual-
ly, highlighting the state of
IP protection and enforce-
ment regimes in various
countries it trades with.

India has been on the
‘priority watch’ list of

countries for many years,
which, according to the
USTR office, indicates that
serious problems exist in
the country concerning IP
protection, enforcement,
or market access for Amer-
icans relying on IP.

India’s stance

New Delhi, however, has
always maintained that its
intellectual property laws
were in strict adherence to
the WTQ’s Trade Related
Intellectual Property
Rights (TRIPS) Agreement
and that it was not bound

by any global rules to make
changes in its laws.

No action is threatened
by the U.S. against coun-
tries on the ‘priority watch
list’, but if a country slips
further and is categorised a
‘priority country’, Wash-
ington may impose ‘retalia-
tory’ measures. Indonesia,
Chile, and Argentina are
the other countries on the
‘priority watch list’.

Other trading partners
Twenty trading partners
are on the ‘watch list’, in-
cluding countries that the
U.S. believes merit bilateral
attention to address under-
lying IP problems but are
better than the ‘priority
watch list’ countries.

Algeria, Barbados, Bela-
rus, Bolivia, Brazil, Bulga-
ria, Canada, Colombia,
Ecuador, Egypt, Guatema-
la, Mexico, Pakistan, Para-
guay, Peru, Thailand, Tri-
nidad and  Tobago,
Tiirkiye, Turkmenistan,
and Vietnam are on the
‘watch list’.

(The writer is with The
Hindu businessline)




World Intellectual Property
Organization

W,

WIPO

WORLD
INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY
ORGANIZATION

Abbreviation WIPO

Formation 14 July 1967; 56 years ago
Type United Nations specialised
agency

Legal status Active

Headquarters Geneva, Switzerland
Membership 193 member states

Head Daren Tang
Director General

Parent United Nations Economic
organization and Social Council
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BEIRUT
Hezbollah denie:

Israel claim it

killed half of commanders in south

~
Mezbollah denied on Thursday an Isracl claim that it had killed half
ofehericanSacket stissase groap's SO scuth of

the

o

<laim of lsraet

the remarks. 45

NEW YORK

New York court overturns Harvey

Weinstein's sex crime conviction

HUALA LUMPUR

Former Malaysia PM Mahathir
d

raft probe

-~
St WorlCs highiest court crestimad Hollymood pradicer Henmy
reversal

cticn on sex

<crime charges, 2 3

-~

for
probed in = graft

erupt across Armenia

against land transfer to Azerbaijan
et =
23

~
Dcars of Anmenian probested oo Thuraday, Saclisting i the cagitel
2t wh

inone ot

of the #MeToo

The court

Sl et i ety S i8] ik it Inckiling adaitiog

the ry of

‘were not part of

rival and

Docy said on Thursday. Mahathir, S8, & 2 posical

who came to

pawerin ing.

ig! PP

a1 they sce as territonial concessions t

The latest

physical demarcation of a contested
clozer to an etusive peace deal after three decades of conflict. AFP

s bagar
border section in  bid to mowe

French police
break up
pro-Palestine
wvarsity protest

PARES

The French police broke

campus of the prestigious
Sctences Po university on

evening.
“After discussions with

100 arrested in pro-Palestine
protests at U.S. universities

LOS ANGELES

ore than 100 peo-
ple were arrested
on Wednesday at

two universities in Califor-
exa

trespassing, and at the Un-
fversity of Texas (UT) in
Austin, where 34 were ar-
rested.
autho:

Students outraged ot the
mounting death toll in Is-

Moble camse: A demonstrator holds 2 5ign after 3t the Universty of
Southem Callornia in Los Angeles on Wednesdsy. RELTERS

rael’s war against Palesti-
nian  militant  group
Hamas.

usc social me-

said there
were no reports of injuries

and patrols would remain
in the area on Thursday.

rests were made last week

W 34 at the U
den-nunan—nuuns are only the latest in a string of protests which began at the Columbia University

ity of

protest encampment that
some Jewish students said
was  threatening
anti-Semitsc.
Demonstrators, includ-
ing a number of Jewish stu-
dens, have disavowed in-

and

‘Hamas will lay down arms if
Palestine state is established’

ISTANSBUL.

A top Hamas political offi-
clal told The Associated
Lita;

political party if an inde-

stances
and criticised omclals eq-
g it with opposition to

tracl
As students and o!her

stare

-

®halil at-Hayya

is along
Ppre-1967 borders.
The comments by Khalil

of a
state on lands Israel cap-
tured In the 1967 West
Aslan war.

demonstrators N came amid a Al-Hayya, a high-rank-
camped out on shoot | slan i sty ing Hamas official who has
quads, talks for a e Palesti-
buildings and disrupted | za. The suggestion that Ha- nian militants in negotia-
campus activities, universi- | mas wor disarm ap-

significan
ession by the l:nll.l!an(

speech
protest.

But pro-israel suppor.
ters others worried

et campus safety have
also pointed to anti-Semitic
incidents and allege that

group
o Istael's desti

But it's unuluzly uael
would consider

deadly October 7 attacks
the war, and

are

T
called in police to quell a

and hate
speech.

that
its current leadership is
adamantly opposed 0o the

tions for a cease-fire and
2 a

age excl .
sometimes defiant and
other times conciliatory

e.

Joining PLO
Speaking to the AP in Istan-

faction, to form a

government for Gaza and
the West Bank_ He said Ha-
mas would accept “a fully
soves estinian

ce with the mternation-
al  resolutions” along
Israel’s pre-1967 borders.

ties and their defending

fighting forces have turn,
into the national army.” he
sasd.

Al-Hayya did say

whether his apparent em.
brace of a two-state solu-
tion would amount to an
end 1o the Palestinian con-
flict with Israel or an inte-
rim step toward  the
group’s stated goal of des-
troying sz

Bangladesh sends back
Myanmar troops who
fled border clashes

COX'S BAZAR

Bangladesh sent home
arly 300 Myanmar

across the border to es-
cape atacks on their out-
posts near the frontier bet-
ween the two countries.
Myanmar has been roiled
in conflict since the mili-
tary seized power from a
democratically elected go-
vernment in a 2021 coup.

lent clashes between
soldiers of the Arakan Ar-
my, an armed group be-
longing to an ethnic minos-
ity, and junta forces since
late ¢ hundreds
of fleeing troops cross into
Banglad

officials
Myanmar-
flagged ship carrying sol-
diers, police and civil ser-
vants departed from the
river pon of Naniarchar on
Thursday:

':l'oops
“All 288 troops. which

mostly include Myantars
Border Guard Police and

some Army soldiers and

immigration officials.

left

Naniarchar at around &
rnment

government
offciats cnnﬁnmd the de-
ree spok

a Mus-
es caught in the
figh

The country is already
home to an estimated one
million stateless Rohingya
refugees, most of whom
fled"a brutal 2017 crack-
down thaat e cxms sibfect e

e xmemammal Court of
Justics

Money row

by Venice

People protest on Thursday sgainst

of the

tourist isit the city of Versce for day trippers. The move

ity cften cramemed with tourists. REUTESS

Heatstroke kills 30 in Thailand this year
as Southeast Asia swelters in hot weather

BANGKOK
Aillions of people across

South and Southeast Asia
sweltered un-
usuall

schools across the Philip-
pines to suspend in-person

The Indian Meteorologi-

nationals who

%o their country at Cox's Bazar in Bangladesh. A7>
cm

severe
heatwave conditions were

Mo respite: Motorcyclists wait under the shade a3 3 woman crosses
2 traffic intersection in Banghkok on Thursday. s>

expected in nine eastern
and southern states in the
coming days.

Even mountainous Ne-
issued health

pal

and put itals on alert

on Thursd: 2y a3 (ernper.-~
ures soared in is south
plains.

has

shown climate change is
causing heatwaves to be
longer, more frequent and
more intense.

‘The United Nations sald
this week Asta was the re-
glon most affected by cli-
mate and weather hazards
-

s expected to rise abave

The Health Ministry in
Thailand said that 30 peo-
ple had died from hear

stroke between january 1
and April |7 compared
with 37 in the whole of

U.S. and China should
manage differences
responsibly: Blinken

U etary of State An-
Tony  Blinken _call
Thursday on the United
States and China to man-
age their differences “res-
ponsibly” as he landed in
Befjing for tough talks with
power's leaders.
Mr. Blinken is expected

uding
nes for Russia
2nd its Greatment of Tal
wan, “hina likely to
raise trade concerns such
as new ULS. action against
popular social media app
TikTok.

Mr.  Blinken headed
stralght to a closed-door
gathering with leading Chi-

lars on Thursday.

N ¥ i-‘rlday. a full day of
talks with China’s political

Antony Blinken

out our differences, which

are real, seeking to work
through’ them.” Mr. Blin-
lmn:a.‘d

We have an obligation

coopaanon or confronta
he well- belng

of "both pe
Chermeion ahg the fanre o
humanicy.~ Mr. Chen toid

ar. en also met stu-
dents at the Shanghal cam-
pus of New York Universi-

room with sweeping vie tv. where he voiced hope

of 1 hai skyline, for more o stu-

Mr. Blinken said ULS. Presi- dy in China_

dent joe Biden was com- He insisted the U.S. was

o “dis d sus- tted to welcor

tained” Chinese

the world's two largest eco- Beijing has_repeatedly

nomies after years of alleged that Chinese na-

mounting tension_ tionals with valid travel
“1 think ir’s important to including stu-

tmderscore the value — in
fact,

documents,
dents, have been subject to

rect engagem. em.ofspeax
ing to each other, laying

and deportations at U.S.
airports.
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People protest on Thursday against the introduction of the registration and tourist fee to visit the city of Venice for day trippers. The move
by Venice municipality is aimed at preserving the lagoon city often crammed with tourists. REUTERS



Coat of arms

Location of Venice [show]

Country
Region
Metropolitan
city

Italy
Veneto
Venice (VE)

Frazioni Chirignago, Favaro Veneto,
Mestre, Marghera, Murano,
Burano, Giudecca, Lido,
Zelarino

Government

+ Mayor Luigi Brugnaro (Cl)

Areal'l

- Total 414.57 km? (160.07 sq mi)

Elevation 1 m (3 ft)

Population (2020)/°!

* Total 258,685
« Density 620/km? (1,600/sq mi)
Demonym(s) Veneziano

Venetian (English)
Time zone UTC+1 (CET)
* Summer (DST) UTC+2 (CEST)
Postal code 30100
Dialing code 041
ISTAT code 0270422
Patron saint St. Mark the Evangelist
Saint day 25 April

Website

Official website (2!
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Six killed in fire at Patna hotel;

45 rescued from the building

Six people, three of them women, were killed
and 19 injured in a fire at a hotel in Patna on

Kumar expressed deep grief over the incident.

2 Naxalites Killed in gunfight

with security forces in Odisha

Two Naxalites were found dead

reco-\-ered rmm the area, he said. Odisha has

‘of Maxal

Bermetn 2010 and 0T,

After missing CAA cut-off, many Pakistani
Hindus in Rajasthan stare at a bleak future

Around 75% of citiwenshi)

ications in the State have been

i since 2019, san

/s an activist working for their welfare: besides that, basic

Facilities such as proper roads, sewerage lines, and dean drinking water poo are a distant dream for them while also fcing social stigme

BARMER

mid the euphoria
around Citizmen-
ship L.umend.mem)
ace during the Lok Sabha
election, who came
o India after December
2014, the cut-off date un
der the mew law, face a dif-
ficuls path to clizenship.
They have tm apply under
the primary Citizenship
Acr, 1955, which has in the
st made applicants wakt

lor a
Fhe Pakistand Hindu fa-

ons and

16 Ki Hodi locality,
where over 200 Pakistani
Hindu families live. Mr.
Lodha cannat apply under
the CAA and he

dia did not mwrn our to be
~as expected”, he says.

“My family came to In-
i with just four suitcase:

issases. 1 took a
boan from oy relative and

children to school, I also

to save over 1.2 lakh
ro get the visa renewal of
my family which is T7,000
Per head,” M. Lodha

e spends 240,000

nine other family mem-

bers, for visa remewal
formalicy.

Under che Cirlzenship
Act, 1955, Mr. Lodha will be

ellg|bl.efocudxensh after
12 years of his stay in Idia
as his

born in undivided India_

Negative report

~But the challenge will not
end here,” says Jaswant
Singh. T Pakistani
Findu, who moved @

Barmer Pakistan
Sarty 3015 and Ls ellg‘blem
apply for cliizenship ai

months moved into a rent-
ed house a little far away.

Seeking solace: The famil
Paicstan

“1 had applied for citi-
zenship under the 1955
Act, bur when the police
came for verification for
my | credentials

domicile certificare and lo-
cal identity procf.
“They asked me o get

years o el thias the CAR S of o ee.

migrated o Barner

iy son admisted under fo-

drinking water too are a
istant dream.

£ dream.
“you visited this colomy
wihere we are Hving. Have
you seen any street lights
We don't hawve e
system In chis cide of the
1w T Most of us, the Fakis-
tani )-(Indll.ﬂ. do menkal

Jobs in india to survive. it
resen

Ram Singh  Lod
came to India in 2006,
curea indian  citlzenchip
undes the CAA but is wait-
ing for the same for his
migrated here

“Why can't_they relax

some Tules for people

whose family members are

alrexdy Indians” he asks
ne

liwe in gh, those
who can afford, in rented
accom = . Mo mo-

realising that & farnily that
was already struggling to
earn was giving so much to
rakistan in the form of
passport renewal and re-

ation of Pakistani citi-
Benship fees.

zenship applications here
are pending since 2009, In.

“The governm
prepare an integrated
cy for rehabilitation, em-
ployment, education and
health care of such peo-

Lodha,

suspended in 2019

New test for special learning
disabilities in adults on anvil

Ashna Butani
L

MEW DELHL

The Union government is

CJI unhappy over
some HCs hesitating
about online links

Gerting a certificate s abilitles by the end of the

i order wear after it has been run
claim benefits under the against global dard:
Rights of Persons with Dis-  for validazion.
abilities (RPWD) ACT, 2015, W top court was
which provides for reser-  hearing the matter, the Mi-
vation n Eovernment or i ued @
higher education lnssie-  on BMarch 12 revising the
tons EoPeerm ar e
ment aid tasa: and In go.  exent of the specified
vernment jobs (%) disabilities.

The certfication re-

Left owt in 2006
But when S10s were fxtro-
dusced in the list of disabili-

requires diagnosis at early

Senlor officials In
Union Social hustice Minis-
try said that the new test is
being developed by NIE-
PID and should be ready
for a phased roflout by the

quirements for SLDs i

HANS battery
Grade Level ﬂfAssessmeln

Thevices (GLATH. certi-
fcation Degmsalthe age of
. Eollowed certi-

WEW DELHI
Cixlef Fustice of [ndla DX
T sday

rema]ed That some
Conares sxill eonsidered v
den conference hearings
an indulgence and mot a
step forward by modern
Judiciary to provide access
2o justics for all.

“Some High Courts
want an advance notice of
48 houts for providing vi-

oo conferencing Hoks o
and

two days in advance or be
above the age of GO for vi-

said in open court ar the
nning of a nine}

Constimsion ench
hear

The Chief Justice said
SO crore was spent bet-
ween November 2023 and
March 31, 2024 for creating
infrasructure for the High
Courts and  the district
court judiciary.

“Hligh Courts spent 94w

He said the money was
part of the 7,000 crose al-
locared to the Juasclary for
the third phise o

s project.
The Gl said virmual hear-
ings and video conferenc-
ing (v would help solve
delays  pl ng

Do resources of individuals
belong to community, asks SC

NEW DELHI

A nime Aftution
ey o the Suprems
Court on Thursday asked

Unibon ST ent

tute the rescurces of the
compmamiy.
The Bench is hearing a

er  privately-cwned e
sources. cauld e
considered as “marerial re-
sources of the commumni-

comma
ed to best subserve the

sues will make sense
M.sald

Chief

stitution Bench, o ask the
= i was sugpest

no of private pro-
perty Chief Justice Chan-
drachusd queried

Mr. Venkataramani res-
that “if it goes
beyond the boundary of

community having a call
SouUTC

fuseice Tieishikesh Ray.

on the Bench, reacted by

observing that it was diffi-

cult w imagine thar wha-

r NUMAn Tesource
acad was the resanrca of

prompted
them from Eerting disabili-  Department of Empower-  the age of 18 or above will | deo conferencing linksr-  chronic X ustice of fndia D Chan-
ry certificates. ment of Persons with [rs- bev'a]ld(nr]lfg[lln Chief pustice Chandrachud criminal Ammorney General (AG) drachasd, ity - the commuunity.
» solve 1 enle onlie f e SUDORKL
saibve this puzle anline = !AITI]
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11 Secret cabinet (€)

Bt scress 60 ouar crosswond she
g . P Mk G T

e

12 Fine retuming ta fetch an old gran's knitted jumper (8]

13 Expert selter's bouks become

famous {9

15 Basscatly bachetors sren't e 1o tematation [4)
16 Browse andine - it's mostty sale and fine (4]
17 Understand one's last in wehicles behand schedule {9}

21 Secure

ally high sum en return -

can grow fast {8}

22 vatue Eskime men trenening traps (6]

24 Crowds welcoming hot and witimately chic royals (20
25 Time's endless far nobody (4]

26 Say. s IT team not even providing netword (6}

27 Kind affer (5)
Dawn
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Focus on ‘Brahman’

Ar times, there may be a discussio

on about whether people
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Do resources of individuals
belong to community, asks SC

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

A nine-judge Constitution
Bench of the Supreme
Court on Thursday asked
the Union government
whether all material re-
sources created by indivi-
dual human labour consti-
tute the resources of the
community.

The Bench is hearing a
reference on the contours
of Article 39(b) of the Con-
stitution, including wheth-
er privately-owned re-
sources could be
considered as “material re-
sources of the communi-
ty”. The Article provided
that the state should direct
policy in such a way that
the ownership and control
of material resources of the
community were distribut-
ed to best subserve the
common good.

Attorney General (AG)

R. Venkataramani, appear-
ing for the Union of India,
submitted that “all things
in the material world
which are available and
made available by human
interaction or engagement
constitute the material re-
sources of the
community”.

“Once resources are in
the hands of the state, no
further questions about
ownership and control is-
sues will make sense,” the
AG said.

This prompted Chief
Justice of India D.Y. Chan-
drachud, heading the Con-

stitution Bench, to ask the
AG if he was suggesting
that “everything created by
the application of private
labour was the material re-
source of the community”.

“So I build a house using
my own income, is it the
material resource of the
community? I own a car, is
it the material resource of
the community? Is there
no concept of private pro-
perty,” Chief Justice Chan-
drachud queried.

Mr. Venkataramani res-
ponded that “if it goes
beyond the boundary of
private consumption,
there is an element of the
community having a call
on the resource”.

Justice Hrishikesh Roy,
on the Bench, reacted by
observing that it was diffi-
cult to imagine that wha-
tever human resource pro-
duced was the resource of
the community.
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Phase 2: 88 seats, voting today
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EC seeks BJP, Cong responses to
complaints against Modi, Rahul

Doesn’'t name star campaigners, panel
says will address on case-to-case basis

NATH
NEW DELHI APRIL 25
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Sending notice to party,
not candidate, marks
shift in EC response

Zeneral advisories to parties but
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NEW DELH. APRIL 25
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BHAGALPUR VOTES TODAY

With Nitish dented,
his party candidate
banks on PM Modi
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500 leaders attend Global
Spirituality Mahotsav

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, APRIL 25

THE MINISTRY of Culture in as-
sociation with the non-profitor-
ganisation Heartfulness recently
hosted a four-day Global
Spirituality Mahotsav at Kanha
Shanti Vanam near Hyderabad.
The spirituality summit, held
from March 14 to 17, hosted 500
of the most prominent heads of
spiritual organisations from all
faiths and schools of belief from
around the world. With "Inner
Peace to World Peace" as its
theme, the spiritual congrega-
tion was attended by close to
1,00,000 people. It was aimed at
promoting interfaith dialogues
and helping people of all ages
and walks of life to connect with
spirituality in their daily lives.
In her speech, President
Droupadi Murmu, who inaugu-
rated the meet, said the Global

Spirituality Mahotsav will take
humanity towards spirituality.
“Today, great spiritual leaders
and lakhs of people have joined
together to bring harmony, irre-
spective of different belief sys-
tems. [ congratulate Rev Daaji
(Guide of Heartfulness &
President of Shri Ram Chandra
Mission) for taking the
Heartfulness movement to 160
countries across the world,”
Murmu said.

Key participants at the sum-
mit included Shri Chinna Jeeyar
Swami, Shri Vaisnavism Guru;
motivational speaker Gaur
Gopal Das; Mark Milton of
Education4Peace; Pir Zia Inayat
Khan of the Inayati Order;
Harjinder Singh Dhami of SGPC;
Rev. Anthony Poola, Archbishop
of Hyderabad; Dr Jayanti S. Ravi
of the Auroville Foundation; Ven
Geshe Dorji of the Tibet House;
actor Kabir Bedi; and filmmaker
Shekhar Kapur.
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IT Is PLOWING MONEY INTO GLITZY EVENTS, COMPUTING POWER AND Al RESEARCH, PUTTING IT IN MIDDLE OF US-CHINA STRUGGLE

“T'o the future’: Saudi Arabia spends big to become Al superpower

ADAM SATARIANO
& PAULMOZUR
RIYADH, APRIL 25

ON A Monday morning last
month, tech executives, engi-
neers and sales representatives
from Amazon, Google, TikTok and
other companies endured a
three-hour trafficjamas their cars
crawled toward amammoth con-
ference at an event space in the
desert, 50 miles outside Riyadh,
Saudi Arabia. The lure: billions of
dollars in Saudi money as the
kingdom seeks to build atechin-
dustry to complement its oil
dominance.

“To the Future,” a sign read at

the event, called Leap.

More than 200,000 people
converged at the conference, in-
cluding Adam Selipsky, CEO of
Amazon’s cloud computing divi-
sion, who announced a $5.3 bil-
lion investment in Saudi Arabia
for data centers and artificial in-
telligence. Arvind Krishna, the
CEO of IBM, spoke of what a Saudi
minister called a “lifetime friend-
ship” with the kingdom.
Executives from Huawei and
dozens of other firms made
speeches. More than $10 billion
indeals were done there, accord-
ing to Saudi Arabia’s state press
agency.

“Thisisagreat country,” Shou
Chew, TikTok’s CEO, said during

PAttendees at the Leap technology conference in Riyadh, Saudi
Arabia, on March 6,2024.

the meet, heralding the video
app’s growth in the kingdom.
“We expect to invest even more.”

Everybody in tech seems to
want to make friends with Saudi
Arabia as the kingdom has
trained its sights on becoming a
dominant player in Al — and is
pumping in eye-popping sums to
doso.Saudi Arabia created a$100
billion fund this year to invest in
Al and other technology.

The spending blitz stems from
a generational effort outlined in
2016 by Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman and
known as “Vision 2030.” For the
tech industry, Saudi Arabia has
long been a funding spigot. But
the kingdom is now redirecting

its oil wealth into building a do-
mestic tech industry, requiring in-
ternational firms to establish
roots thereif they wantits money.
If Crown Prince Mohammed suc-
ceeds, he will place Saudi Arabia
in the middle of an escalating
global competitionamong China,
the US and other countries.
Combined with Al efforts by its
neighbor, the UAE, Saudi Arabia’s
plan has the potential to create a
new power center in the global
tech industry.

In Washington, many worry
that the kingdom’s goals and au-
thoritarian leanings could work
against USinterests — forinstance,
if Saudi Arabia ends up providing
computing power to Chinese re-

searchers and companies. This
month, the White House bro-
kered a deal for Microsoft to invest
inG42,an Alcompany in the UAE,
which was intended partly to di-
minish China’s influence.

For China, the Persian Gulf re-
gion offers a big market, access to
deep-pocketed investors and a
chance towield influence in coun-
tries traditionally allied with the
United States. Deciding to set up
in Riyadh comes with challenges.
There’s the heat, reaching more
than 110 degrees in the summer.
While Saudi Arabia has loosened
some restrictions in recent years,
freedom of speech remains lim-
ited and LGBTQ people can face
criminal penalties. NYT










Axis Bank reappoints Chaudhry
as MD and CEO for 3 more years

AXIS BANK ON Thursday said its
board hasapproved reappointment
of Amitabh Chaudhryas managing
director and chief executive officer
for three years with effect from
January 1,2025.

Thiswill be his second extension
of three years. His last extension
came into effect from January 1,
2022.Chaudhryjoined the bank as

This will be
- Amitabh
. Chaudhry's
second
 three-year
extension

MD & CEOin 2019. Prior to that he
was MD & CEO of HDEFC Life.

The reappointment is subject to
approval of the Reserve Bank of
India and shareholders, Axis Bank
said in aregulatory filing.

Chaudhryisanalumnus of Birla
Institute of Technology and Sci-
ence, Pilani,and IIM Ahmedabad.

— P



Founded
Headquarters
Number of

locations

Key people

Products

Revenue
Operating
income

Net income
Total assets

Total equity

Owner

3 December 1993; 30 years
ago as UTI Bank

Axis House, Mumbai,
Maharashtra, Indial'l

4903 (March 2023)

Amitabh Chaudhry (MD &
CEQ)

Shri Rakesh Makhija
(chairperson)

Retail banking
Corporate banking
Investment banking
Mortgage loans

Private banking

Wealth management
Asset management
Investment management
Mutual funds
Exchange-traded funds
Index funds

Credit cards

Risk management

A 137,989 crore
(US$17 billion)?] (2024)

A 739,356 crore
(US$4.9 billion)[! (2024)

A 326,386 crore
(US$3.3 billion)! (2024)

A 71,518,239 crore
(US$190 billion)[?! (2024)

A 3155,512 crore
(US$19 billion)2] (2024)

Life Insurance Corporation
(9.19%)

Specified Undertaking of Unit
Trust of India (SUUTI)
(4.68%)

General Insurance
Corporation of India (1.15%)
The New India Assurance
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* Transmission: Mpox is primarily transmitted to humans from
animals, particularly rodents and primates, through direct contact or through
contaminated objects.

» Symptoms: Mpox infection in humans typically presents with fever, headache,
muscle aches, and a characteristic rash that progresses from macules to papules to
vesicles and pustules.

* Vaccination: While a vaccine for mpox exists, its availability and
effectiveness are limited, highlighting the need for improved prevention and
control measures.



* Global Outbreaks:

* Mpox gained global attention during a widespread outbreak that
affected over 100,000 people in more than 118 countries in 2022-
2023. The outbreak was characterised by high human-to-human
transmission, particularly through close contact and the sexual route.



Feature Smallpox Monkeypox Chickenpox
Virus Variola virus Monkeypox virus Varicella-zoster virus (VZV)
Severity :;:g;ly Sevele; often Milder than smallpox, rarely fatal Mild
. Common childhood illness,
Status Eradicated in 1980 Al @l el el b less common due to

Africa, cases emerging elsewhere

vaccination

Transmission

Highly contagious
through respiratory
droplets and contact
with infected lesions

Spread through contact with
infected animals, lesions, or
bodily fluids

Highly contagious through
respiratory droplets and
contact with lesions

Fever, headache, severe
fatigue, vomiting,

Fever, headache, swollen
lymph nodes, followed by a

Fever, fatigue, loss of appetite,

Symptoms foll dby ad followed by an itchy, fluid-filled
eliehoaeily) flie iz 2 rash that progresses through | 3sh
seated, pus-filled rash
stages
Not routinely recommended, ma RO VEEEI LI 1)
Vaccination No longer needed Y » may children and adults who

be given to high-risk individuals

haven't had chickenpox




* Which of the following are the reasons for the occurrence
of multi-drug resistance in microbial pathogens in India?
(2019)

1.Genetic predisposition of some people

2.Taking incorrect doses of antibiotics to cure diseases
3.Using antibiotics in livestock farming

4.Multiple chronic diseases in some people

* Select the correct answer using the code given below.
* (a) 1 and 2

* (b) 2 and 3 only

*(¢)1,3 and 4

*(d)2,3and 4
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; Satellite Technology Day 2024



* U R Rao Satellite Centre (formerly known as ISRO Satellite Centre (ISAC)),
Department of Space, in Bengaluru recently celebrated Satellite Technology
Day (STD) 2024, marking the significant milestone of the 50™ anniversary
of India’s first satellite launch, Aryabhata, on 19 April 1975.



* The event highlighted URSC's achievements along with recent
missions like Chandrayaan-3, Aditya-L1, and X-ray Polarimeter
Satellite which garnered national and international recognition.




* What are the Key Facts About Aryabhata Satellite?

* The Aryabhata spacecraft, named after the 5th Century CE mathematician
and astronomer, was India's first satellite.

* |t was completely designed and fabricated in India and launched from
Kapustin Yar, Russia on 19th April 1975.

* On that day, India became only the world’s 11th nation to send a satellite
into orbit.

* Aryabhata was built by the Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO) to
conduct experiments in X-ray astronomy, aeronomics, and solar physics.



Aryabhata Satellite (1975)




With reference to India’s satellite launch vehicles, consider the following statements: (2018)

. PSLVs launch satellites useful for Earth resources monitoring whereas GSLVs are designed mainly to launch
communication satellites.

2. Satellites launched by PSLV appear to remain permanently fixed in the same position in the sky, as viewed
from a particular location on Earth.

3.GSLV Mk Il is a four-staged launch vehicle with the first and third stages using solid rocket motors; and the
second and fourth stages using liquid rocket engines.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 only
(b)2 and 3
(¢) 1 and 2
(d) 3 only



* The satellite Oceansat-2 launched by India helps in

1. estimating the water vapour content in the atmosphere
2. predicting the onset of monsoons.

3. monitoring the pollution of coastal waters.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 only

(¢) 1 and 3 only

(d)1,2and 3



India’s Biggest Climate Clock



* Recently, the Council of Scientific &Industrial Research (CSIR),
installed and activated India’s biggest Climate Clock at the CSIR
Headquarters in New Delhi as a part of the Earth Day Celebrations.

* The event signifies CSIR’s aim to spread awareness about climate
change and to make people energy literate.

* It was launched in 2015 to provide a measuring stick against which
viewers can track climate change mitigation progress.



* It is a graphic to demonstrate how quickly the planet is approaching
1.5°C of global warming, given current emissions trends. It also shows
the amount of C02 already emitted, and the global warming to date.

* The date shown when humanity reaches 1.5°C will move closer as
emissions rise, and further away as emissions decrease.

* As of 4'h April 2024, the current climate temperature is 1.295°C.



National Panchayati Raj Day
2024



* The National Colloquium on "Governance at the Grassroots after
Three Decades of the 73rd Constitutional Amendment"” was
inaugurated in New Delhi to mark National Panchayati Raj Day 2024.

* The event will honour the best panchayats with awards for their
efforts in improving the lives of rural households.





https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/30th-anniversary-of-the-73rd-and-74th-amendments
https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-national-institutions/panchayati-raj-institution-pri




A recent research reported that big cities in China are sinking under their
weight, suffering from moderate to severe subsidence.

Study — A systematic national-scale satellite assessment of land subsidence
in 82 of China’s major cities from 2015 to 2022.

Technology used

Space-borne Sentinal-1 Interferometric

Synthetic Aperture Radar (InSAR) Ground-based GPS data.




INSAR uses highly precise radar pulses to measure the change in distance
between the satellite and the ground surface.

Findings — Nearly 50% of major cities are sinking.

45% of examined urban lands are subsiding
faster than 3 millimeters (mm) per year

16% are subsiding faster than 10mm per year

A 4

The sinking is due to a range of factors, including groundwater extraction

and the weiqght of the built environment.



It could affect roughly one-third of the nation’s urban
population.

By 2120, 22-26% of China’s coastal lands will have a
relative elevation lower than sea level, because of the
combined effect of city subsidence and sea-level rise.

Recommendations — Long-term and sustained control of
ground water extraction.




Reality of the Swachh
Bharat Mission




India was ranked right at the
bottom of 180 countries in e The ranking raises questions about the success of the
the Environment Performance Swachh Bharat Mission.
Index (EPI) in 2022.

The EPI ranks countries
on climate change
performance, environmental
health, and ecosystem vitality.

e |t measures 40 performance indicators across 11 issue
categories, such as air quality, and drinking water and
sanitation.




 The government responded to the rank saying
the methodology Is faulty and does not quantify the Indian
scenario objectively.

 The Swachh Bharat Mission (SBM) aims to enable better living
standards, so the poor ranking can be linked to the success
of SBM.







The chairman of Indian Overseas Congress, Sam Pitroda’s comments on the inheritance
tax, have raised the specter of wealth redistribution.

Inheritance tax

Inheritance tax, also called estate tax, is imposed on the total value of money and
property left behind by a deceased individual before it is passed on to their legal heirs.

This tax is usually determined by considering the value of the assets minus any eligible
exemptions or deductions.



* The main goals of inheritance tax are to raise government
revenue and facilitate wealth redistribution.

* In India, there Is no tax on inheritance as the Inheritance or
Estate Tax. It was eliminated in 1985



® Lessons from India’s earlier tryst with it

INHERITANCE TAX WAS
introduced in 1953, under the
Estate Duty Act, but was
abolished by the Rajiv Gandhi-
led government in 1985.The
high cost of collections, tax
avoidance, and double taxation
were cited as reasons for
scrapping it. India also had a gift
tax and a wealth tax, which were
abolished in 1998 and 2015,
respectively. Inthe Budget for
FY16, the government had
announced the abolition of

wealth tax and its replacement
with a surcharge on the super
rich. At present, a 10% surcharge
is levied on personal income
over %50 lakh. The maximum
surcharge rate is 25% as per the
new tax regime, ifannual
income exceeds 22 crore. In
2019, the government had
discussed internally the
possibility of reintroducing the
inheritance tax. It was part of the
Budget formulation exercise,
but the idea didn't materialise.

New Delhi &




® Other countries'

experiences

AT LEAST 26 countries, including
ltaly, Belgium, Japan, South
Korea, France, Spain,
Netherlands, Germany, United
Kingdom and the US, have been
imposing inheritance taxin the
range of 4-80%. However, in the
US certain types of trusts can
help avoid estate taxes. An
irrevocable trust transfers asset
ownership from the original
owner to the trust beneficiaries,
without any payment of
inheritance tax.
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e Coordinated
, originating in 1579
Earth Day, originating in 1970 by EARTHDAY.ORG, formerly

after widespread protests
against environmental
degradation is now observed

globally on April 22nd.

Earth Day Network, its aim is

to mobilize a massive
environmental movement for
transformative change.
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SOFTWARE ENGINEERING

PROFESSIONAL CERTIFICATION v singapore acadery

Software Engineering Course

CERTIFICATION via Singapore Academy

Blockchain Course
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CYBER SECURITY PROFESSIONAL

CERTIFICATION viasingapore Academy A 4

Cyber Security Course

Skill24 %20999

LET'S START TO LEARN SALESFORCE

Salesforce Admin Course
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DATA SCIENCE PROFESSIONAL
CERTIFICATION viosingap

Data Science Course
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LET'S START TO LEARN SALESFORCE

Salesforce LWC Course
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