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Fomrrora case
No wildlife will be left
if conflicts continue: SC

CAMPAIGNING ENDS

Phase 2 of
elections

TOMOITOW

AconY zOME

Israel pummels Gaza
with air strikes again

WORLD » PAGE 14

SHIPPING INDUSTRY

Recent events threaten
their welfare, security

EDITORIAL » PAGE 8

HAVING THE LAST LAUGH
Capitals pip Titans
in thrilling contest

SPORT » PAGE 16

Congress plan for equahty is
a ‘dangerous game’, says Modi

PM sanvs the Opposition party aims at snatching rights and
on the basis of religion reducing the existing quota for SCs, STs, and OBCs, he dlhj&'\ in three separate election rallies

oubling down on
his artacks against
the Congress pro-
mises on social justice and
alleged wealth redistribu-
tion, Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi on Wednes-
day  alle that  the
~dangerous intentions” of
the Congress were coming
tothe fore one by ane.
sing poll rallies in
thalusga.rh and M.
Pradesh,

ace: Prime Minister Narendra Mods during 3 roadshow in

and after life alsol- he
said e you are alive,

Bhopal on Wednesday. A M. SARUGH

dressed on  Wednesday,
Mr. Modi said that the Con-
gress had planned to im-

“snatching people’s rights
and properties™

This s Congress ki loot.
Zindagi ke saath bhi.
&1 ke baad bhi [During life,

And when

leave your assets be! o
ture gene ns as well.
At all three rallies he ad-

o the hatis af religion by
reducing the existing quo-
ta for astes

ties: it has

a 15% reservation

C ess y of
grichnsy wealth income
quota in through suitable changes

forces: Rajnath

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh
has accused the Congress of
wanting to divide “every
stitution™ cn the basis of
religron. its manifesto hinted at
Bringng n religon - based
quota that could extend to the
armed forces, he said » PAGE 4

PM is in a state of
panic over Cong.
manifesto: Rahul

NEW DELHLPUNE

bate. former Congress
Chiet Satad Cenahi
sday s: e At

revolutionary™ ma-
nifesto. In what seemed

ke a response to the BJP
attacks, Mr. Gandhi said he

Zam,
fo steal quotas of Dalits,
and OBCs~ with

election does

not contain
Ligios

Sco. Scheduled Tribes
(STs) and other backward
<classes (OBCs).

The Congress manifesto
for the 2024 Lok Sabha

onomic inequal-
ity. the manifesto only
says, “We he

examples from the south-
ern States of Andhra Pra-
desh and ad-

ding thar the partys
manifestos for_ the
Sha 2014 Lok Sabha polis
expressed the
“same intention~. He re-
peated these points at the
subsequent poll rallies he
spoke at in Madhya Pra-
desh’s Sagar and Bewul La-
ter in the day too.

has only spoken abous in-
and
not spoken of taking any

Overseas Congress, i
which he seemed to
advocate for an inheri-

at a so-
cial justice con-
clave, Mr. Gandhi
said that those
who call them-

selves deshbhaks (patriots)
are scared of the “Xray” of
a caste census, but insisted

o
am not interested in
caste but in sy (ustice). 1
am saying that gross injus-
tice is being done against
90% of the

INSIDE

NEW DELME
A petition was filed in the
Supreme Court for constiuting
= Special Investigation Team to
Brobe each instance of quid

Mr. Gandhi sald at the
conclave.
“We have calculated-

Aro quo. that haa
Been revesied ¢
disclosure of details on

clectoes! bonds. » PAGE 4

Nimisha Priyva's
mother meets her

xocH:
Fifty-seven year-old Prema
Kumari met her daughter
Smnisha Priya. who is on a
death row st the central prison
in Yemen's capital Sansa,

fter 12 years on

Wiednesdayn PAGE 2

EVMSs’ control units
do not recognise
parties or names: SC

NEW DELHI

The Supreme ure
Wedn. called the mi-

crocontrollers

programmed

furers in elecrronic votng

/I
dc”, ‘or
nise  potit

Bengal moves
SC against
dismissal of
school staff

NEW DELML

The West Bengal govern-

erminac
the appointment of
24, tea =

across the State in

control units [of EVMs) are
agnostic. They do not re-
cosnise party or candidaze
names. t they recos,
nise is lhe buttons pressed
on the units ™~ Ju.sr.h:e
sanjn\ -n.

Polling officiais check the EVMs.
- i en

h case.

The mormning session
saw the Benr_h read out in
open court the specific qu-
SR er e e i BO can.
cerning the security and

twojudge  Bench, o
J\unce Khanna said the
buttons on the ballot units

of the units are done at the
manufacturer stage. Manu-
facturer would not know
which party would get

Justice Khan-

what button,” J
na surmised.
The case dealt with peti-
tons clak thas
EVM system was
and prone to rigging.
e

the
ue

for the top poll body.
This development came
even as the Lok Sabha elec-
ton is poised for the se-
cond phase on April 26.
cae

aspects of EVMs
and VVPATs (Voter Verifia-
ble Paper Audit Trail.

tesh Kumar Vyas appeared

in person to to the
court’s questions, which
were exactly five In

Mr. Vyas. on the first qu-
ery as 1o where exacty the
microcontrollers were sit-
wated, said all three units

comprising an EVM — bal-
its, control units, and
VVPATs — had their
microprocessors.
To © cond

e High Court acted in

int
es, the State said. The sud-
den termination of staff at

the of =
demic year will hit stu-
dents, the State said.

FuLL REFPORT
»PAGES

Tiwa tribats dance during the
celebrated

Yangli festaal at Bormarjong vilage, in Karbs
oraAR

before starting the paddy sowing season. SITU RAS

The Yangs festral =

the rumber of those facing
scute Sood insecurity, said the
R Saceay Mt
Network repert. »

Railway takes
over RINL wheel
plant’s operations
~EW DELI

The indian Railways has taken

ower operations of the forged
wheel plant of debt-laden

RINL's debe to the forged wheel
unit » PAGE 22

RBI orders Kotak Bank to stop adding customers online

euMEAL

The Reserve Bank o(‘lndi

about whether the micro-
controllers were repro-
grammable. the EC official
said they were “one-time
programmable~ at the time

neith
er be changed nor physi-
cally accessed. he sasd.

“In doubt”

direct-
ed Kotak Mahindra Bank

from onboarding
new customers through its
online and

the part of the bank to ad-
se concerns in a

oompcehenslve and timely

manner.” the central bank

said in its directive. ~Se-
and non-
compliances re ob-

served in the areas of IT in-

wventory management, user

access management, data
cons

channels and issing fresh
credit <

Kotk | Bank is however
allowed to continue to pro-
vide services to its existing

ash-
ant  Bhushan, Ches
D'Souza and Neha aaﬂu.

X s
credit card customers.
“These actions are ne-

for the
tion for Democratic Re-
forms, said the EC's claim

was “in doubt™.

n signifi-
cane concerns arising out
of Reserve Bank's IT exam-
Fration of the bank for the
years 2022 and 2023 and
the continued failure on

nuity and disaster recovery
rigour and drill, etc.”

trary to requirements un-
der tory guidelines.”
the RBI added.

The banking regulator
sasd during the subsequent

OTaK

&

outages owing to lack of 3 robust IT

assessments, Kotak Banl
was be “signifi-
cantdy non-compliant™

‘with the correctve action
plans issued by the Re-
serve Bank for 2022 and
2023,

In the absence of a ro-

The BB s2ic Kotak Bank's online channets have suffered frequent

—

salkanaith 4

ve with 6.

nfrastructure. REUTERS

bust IT infrastructure and
IT risk management frame-
work, the banks Core
Banking System (CBS) and
its online and digital bank-
ing channels have suffered
frequent and significant
ocutages in the last two

vears, the recent one being
3 service disruption on
April 1S, 2024, resulting in
serious custome:

niences. & added.
bank is found to be mate-
rially in

1 transactions, includ-

tor said. 'l'herelole e RBI1

to place certain
Kotak Bank

resi-
lience on account of its fai-
lure to build IT

regulator said.

The RBI said that in the
past two years it had been
in continuous highJevel

engagement with the banl
on all these concerns with
rengthening its

comes had been far from
satisfactory. It is also ob-
served thar, of late, there
has been rapid growth in
the volume of the bank’s

on
to prevent any possible
prolonged outage.

assurance
In a statement. Kotak Bank
said it has taken measures
for adoption of new tech-
nologies to strengthen its
IT systems, and ~will c
nue to

banking” the bank said.



" EVMS’ control units
do not recognise
parties or names: SC

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday called the mi-
crocontrollers separately
programmed by manufac-
turers in electronic voting
machines (EVMs) “agnos-
tic”, for they do not recog-
nise political parties or
candidates but only the
buttons pressed by voters.

“Microcontrollers in the
control units [of EVMs] are
agnostic. They do not re-
cognise party or candidate
names. What they recog-
nise is the buttons pressed
on the ballot units,” Justice
Sanjiv Khanna, heading a
two-judge Bench, ob-
served.

Justice Khanna said the
buttons on the ballot units
were interchangeable. “A
party which got button 1in
a constituency would get
button 6 in another consti-
tuency. The programming
of the units are done at the
manufacturer stage. Manu-
facturer would not know
which party would get
what button,” Justice Khan-
na surmised.

The case dealt with neti-

Polling officials check the EVMs
in Mumbai on Wednesday. PTI

The morning session
saw the Bench read out in
open court the specific qu-
eries it had for the EC con-
cerning the security and
functional aspects of EVMs
and VVPATs (Voter Verifia-
ble Paper Audit Trail).
Post-lunch break, Deputy
Election Commissioner Ni-
tesh Kumar Vyas appeared
in person to respond to the
court’s questions, which
were exactly five in
number.

Mr. Vyas, on the first qu-
ery as to where exactly the
microcontrollers were sit-
uated, said all three units
comprising an EVM — bal-
lot units, control units, and
VVPAT<s — had their own

Justice Khanna said the
buttons on the ballot units
were interchangeable. “A
party which got button 1in
a constituency would get
button 6 in another consti-
tuency. The programming
of the units are done at the
manufacturer stage. Manu-
facturer would not know
which party would get
what button,” Justice Khan-
na surmised.

The case dealt with peti-
tions claiming that the
EVM system was opaque
and prone to rigging.

The court emphatically
said EVM source code
should not be disclosed as
it would be prone to mis-
use. “It will become a pro-
blem... Integrity will suff-
er,” Justice Khanna said.

The Bench of Justices
Khanna and Dipankar Dat-
ta had reserved the case
for judgment on April 18,
but convened again on
Wednesday, in an unusual
move, with more questions
for the top poll body.

This development came
even as the Lok Sabha elec-
tion is poised for the se-
cond phase on April 26.

Post-lunch break, Deputy
Election Commissioner Ni-
tesh Kumar Vyas appeared
in person to respond to the
court’s questions, which
were exactly five in
number.

Mr. Vyas, on the first qu-
ery as to where exactly the
microcontrollers were sit-
uated, said all three units
comprising an EVM - bal-
lot units, control units, and
VVPATs — had their own
miCroprocessors.

To the second question
about whether the micro-
controllers were repro-
grammable, the EC official
said they were “one-time
programmable” at the time
of manufacturing. The mi-
croprocessors could neith-
er be changed nor physi-
cally accessed, he said.

‘In doubt’

However, advocates Prash-
ant Bhushan, Cheryl
D’Souza and Neha Rathi,
for the petitioner Associa-
tion for Democratic Re-
forms, said the EC’s claim
that the microprocessors
were not reprogrammable
was “in doubt”.
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Karnataka Assembly debates: 19 lakh voting machines
missing since 2018

TNN / Updated: Mar 30, 2022, 10:05 IST [+ ] [~ snare] (S] (AA] [Forow us §

New For You Vishweshwar Hegde Kageri, speaker in the assembly, said he will “try and obtain” a

clarification from the Election Commission of India (ECI) on the issue of 19 lakh
electronic voting machines (EVMs) which have reportedly gone missing between 2016

Record 56 candidates score
100 percentile in JEE
| Mains; Advanced cutoff o...

Won't go by 'Marxist
interpretation' of wealth
redistribution: SC




tlectronic Voting
Machine (EVM]

About EVM

* EVM is a portable microcontroller-based instrument for the purpose
of conducting elections to the parliament, legislature and local bodies.

* In EVM there is no scope for invalid votes and total secrecy of voting data is
maintained.

* In 1989, the Election Commission (EC) developed India's indigenous Electro-
nic Voting Machines (EVMs) in alliance with the Electronics Corporation of
India (ECIL) and Bharat Electronics Limited (BEL).

» EVMs were used for the 1st time in the Goa State Assembly elections of 1999.




CEC SL Shakdar talked
about introducing an
Electronic Machine for

voting.
1980-81

()
EVMs were developed and
demonstrated by ECIL and BEL.

&

EVMs were first introduced
in 1982 at 50 Polling
Stations of 70-Parur AC*
of Kerala. And then in 11
ACs* in 8 States, 1 UT.

Since 2000, EVMs have been used in
all elections: 4 Lok Sabha and 126
State Legislative Assemblies.

1984

Supreme Court of India
held that EVMs cannot be
used in elections until RP
Act 1951 is amended.

1988

A new Section 61A was
included in the RP Act 1951;
enabling use of EVMs.

ad Fafas amala

ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA

History of EVM: 40 Credible Years

Supreme Court of India
rejected PIL demanding
return to Ballot Papers.

*AC: Assembly Constituency

Y . ¢ wvcbsite: www.ecigovin O, —



* Key Features:

* An EVM being used hy ECI can record a maximum of 2,000 votes.
* They do not require electricity. They run on an ordinary battery assembled by
* Bharat Electronics Limited /Electronics Corporation of India Limited.

* The microchip used in EVMs is a one-time programmable /masked chip, which can
neither be read nor overwritten.

* Furthermore, the EVMs are stand-alone machines and there is no operating system used in
these machines.
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Whereabouts of 19 Lakh EVMs Not Known, Reveals
RTI-Based Court Case

The Wire Staff 0 @ @ @
22/May/2019 * 5 min read 1=

EC denies claims in Frontline's story, says it has no jurisdiction over State Election Commissions which also

procure EVMs.
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Powerful antidote to toxins in
cobra, krait venoms developed

The current

with snake venom and collec the animals’ blood for
ad, eventually

the potent 9SMatsS

inadequate access to proper healthcare
and

fast
leading o disproportionately more
deaths.

were set to improve in 2017
when the Workd Health Ory

priority neglected tropical disease.

Animals in the middle
A major issue is that the current process

is
involves injecting large animals like
horses with snal and collecting

«
produces against the venom.

‘But the horses' blood could contain
antibodies other microornganisms

as well. even against other components of

the venom that are not

himans. So only a fracton of the

antibodics in the antvenoms Is useful to
to more variability and

then need for large: rdoses.

and across species™

The scientists fc
toxins (3FTxs)

relevant family of snakes that include
cobras, kraits, and mambas.

The scientists narrowed their focus on
a-neurotoxins, a specific class of 3FTxs
that target receptors an nerve and
Toxsacte colls; These bclos prevens s
recepeors from responding

are prniareain Srother anial: the
chances of humans developing an adverse
these

involved in carrying messages from the
neurons to the muscles, leading w
o breathe, and

or allergic
are also higher.

A variety of veno:
these

an
eventually death.
ph Jardine. an antibody expert at

QQ

of elapid snake found in the Indian subcontinent. ARUPIS02 (OF SY-54 431

used as an important component in
antivenoms mambas and
cobras in Africa and Asla.” Andre:

The is

higher in low and middle-

countries in Africa and Asia with India
alone at a staggering average of 53.000
deaths in a year according to a 2020
report

brought them to an antibody they dubbed
9SMar:

beoadly neutralising antibody could help

protect against lethal doses of

a-bungarotoxin, the 3FTx-L in the highly
banded kraits.

ms

Driven by concerns, a group of Ted Tie ritiad worlk of ‘ﬁndlng the needle
— partofa funded in the haystack™ — Le. finding the best

by the Trust — o that could target the toxins

sidestep and among the billions of human antibodses

antibodies instead. Using a type of toxin available

found in many kinds of snakes. The firse

synthetically developed a broadly of their toxin of interest, called long-chain

appl antibody the 3FTxs (GFTx-L. atype of three-finger

toxin. Their results were ly in the Iab. They then

noms of species

regions can't be newutralised by
same antt 5 Sunagar, head of
the E: l'n.ics ﬂle

Indian Institute of Scies

B b S Tl prar e g Stdy,
sasd.

Even in the same geographical
location. if you look at araats of the
same species, antivenom can only

neun wvenoms and not others.
‘There is a stark vulanon venoms,
that's why we o figure out a

Soltzion that might work across

screened billions of human antibodies
expressed on the surface of yeass cells for
ones that bound best to the toxins in their

Sntmals immmuine system could c cook up in
response to 2 venom.
Touds, they Nad & shordist of antbodies
that broadly reacted with most of the
3FTx variants they used._
All but king cobra

Nicholas Casewell’s group at the Liverpool

any
human cells, to see which of
best neutralise the toxins. This step

injected mice with

king cobras. black mambas,

monocled cobras — all different elapsd
snakes from Asia and Africa venom
containing 3FTx-L variants — and tested to
check how their antibody worked against
them.

king cobras® venom,
where the antubody delayed but could not
prevent dm‘h

“We were surprised by the results of
the black mamba, where the 3FT-L is

of scientists discovered a = b

a-neurctoxins from snakes. -
are so

complex, I would have thought it

w0 it
could knockout the whole venom,” Dr.

Closer to a universal solution

In the current study, the scientists found

one reason why thel
s

the
could whisk the toxins away from the
recepcors and prevent them from exerting
their deadly effects.

The current an works well

lange:
firse step towards a

only 17% of the total
By knocking ous that toxin, we were
able to protect mice fully from the other
toxins in the venom in what may be a
synergistic effect.” said rene Khalek, a

at Scripps and
one of the authors of the study.

An impossible: find

~The study is rmed, and 1

would expect that the annbod) could be

The scientists said they are keen on
discs specific antibodies like these
against toxins in other snake venoms as
well, lke in vipers.

W 1o discover antibodses for a
l:ouple ofother feaciiin; thuens we oAn v A

or the
ienin the woda Dr. Sunagar o ka.

(Rohini Subrahmarnyam is a freelance
fourmnatist.)

THE SCIE

CE QUIZ

How far can you count?

-
QuEsTION 1

i an cctant i one-cighth, 3
quintant iz one fifth, and a tient i=
one-third. how much & a dodrant?

-~
QuEsTION 2
In the Indian numbering system

followed by 11 zeroes?

~
QUESTION 3 the
in the same indian numbering
system and in Tamil, what is the
cm cum
*

word Sor the number of value 1
£aih lakh crore? Hint: In regular,
non-numericst use, th

means ‘strangeness:

-~

QuesTioN s =
Wihat's the name for the number
worth 10,0007 This name i
descended from = Greek word
meanig “of counties:
snd iz aften colloguislly used to
mean = very targe numBer.

~
QuEsTION S
The short and long scales are two
ways to name numbers expressed
=2 powers of 10.in the short scale,
2 trillion & 3 thousand
Long =cale,
What's the name of a quadrillion
on the long scate?

“Betur in Karnatal
oyl

Yeterby

s Pumbers”

Ans: Lutetius

- Ans: Hafnium

bason; in
. it's 2 millior-bdon.

Answers to Aprit 23 quiz:

1. Metal named for istand in the

Mediterranean Sea - Ans: Copper

2. Element whase is derived from
st

3. Swedish willage for which four
elements are named -

4. Element named for bui
material used in “City of Light' -

5. Element named for city whose
‘merchamts harbour

Visusl: Iger Kurchatow

First contact: K.N. Viswanathan |
M. Moorthy | Shive |
Viswanadharao Batchu

e
FrEae

(pictured) claimed thi

~

Please send in your answers to
sciencegithel

-~
Wisual: Name the horse in this picture. In the carly 20th century, Wilhelm von Osten
horse could count. but it was later found to be a classic case of
experimenter’s bias. FUSLIC DOMAN

Sp_\cE

Experts say the injury rates should concem
clients, including NASA R

Injuries at
SpaceX exceed
industry
average for
second year

Beuters

Injury rates ar SpaceX facilities coneinued
average in 2023,

(OSHA;

amputations, serious head injuries, and
one death_
SpaceX didn’t respond to requests
on the latest figures.

Safety xpens y the high In)ury rates
should be o( concern for SpaceX clients,

Space Adminiscration, o NASA. The

2022 had paid the company at least $11.8
billion (298,300 crore) for various
contracts.

“NASA should be concerned about the
quality of the work,” sasd David Michaels,

An investigation found at least
€00

injuries at the company. Those

injuries led to crushed limbs,
head

injuries, and one death

2 farmer OSHA adminkerator who I8 now

to a request for comment. OSHA
respond to questions about
SpaceX's injury rate.
Reuters calculated the latest injury
rates using data published by OSHA last
week. The da for 2023 is the most

reported ihuries from eieht _m-
cilities, three more than it had n 2022
d

rocket boosters
the Pacific Ocean, Space>
reported 7.6 injuries per 100 workers,
more than nine-tim,

Neither the company not Mr. Pk, ies

and chief

have publicly addressed SpaceX's safety
record i detail.

Shotwell, SpaceX's chief
operating officer, in March reposted a
video on social media of emergency

Controlled by Mr she
astronaut and personnel safety is
SpaceX's highest priority.”

stions
for “Science’, please write to
hehindu.co.in with the

Amx




owe

antidote to toxins in

cobra, krait venoms developed

The current process of producing antivenom is outdated, involving injecting large animals with snake venom and collecting the animals’ blood for

the antibodies it produces. A group of scientists sidestepped animals and used human antibodies instead, eventually finding the potent 95Mat5

Rohini Subrahmanyam

or some people, snakes are

exotic yet dangerous creatures of

the wild; eerie but elusive, and

not something to worry about in
day-to-day life. For others, especially
some farmers in India and Africa, they are
a constant and terrifying threat to life.

Venom from snake bites leads to more
than 100,000 deaths every year, with
around 400,000 people left permanently
disabled. The mortality burden is
especially higher in low and
middle-income countries in Africa and
Asia, with India alone at a staggering
average of 58,000 deaths in a year
according to a 2020 report. However,
considered a “poor man’s disease”,
relatively less attention has been paid to
the devastation caused by the bites. In
some of these countries, snakebite
incidence is distressingly high but
inadequate access to proper healthcare
prevents fast and efficient treatment,
leading to disproportionately more
deaths.

Things were set to improve in 2017
when the World Health Organization
(WHO) finally stepped in to alert the
world about one of its biggest hidden
health crises. It officially classified
snakebite envenoming as a highest
priority neglected tropical disease.




Traditional Antivenom Production

A

Specimen collection

& Venom Extraction Animal Immunization Blood Collection

with whole venom

ettt YYYY

F(ab")2 purification lgG Purification

Antivenom against
whole venom
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The reality of the Swacch Bharat Mission

ndia was ranked right ar the
‘bomom of 180 countries in

moave
:respnndsdmlll.e rank saying the
s faulty and does

mot quantify the indian scenario
objectively.

For 10 years, the Modi
sovernment has embarked on
Tauch- campa af

project is governed and moniored
by state agencies, the dﬁl.gn
makes i clear that lar
capitalintensive technclogies are

asked to bay more ‘hines
including road sweeping machines

Thriving on the politics of fear

the Constitution and the mile of law
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Tensions grow in West Asia, a heavily militarised region
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Tensions grow in West Asia, a heavily militarised region

West Asia accounts for 30% of the global arms imports and spends the most on the military among all other regions

DATA POINT

Sambavi Parthasarathy
est Asia supplies the
w most extractive re-
sources for the world’s

energy consumption, which
makes peace an imperative in the
region. Yet tensions are escalating
in the region on account of the Is-
rael-Gaza conflict, the hostilities
between Iran and Israel, and the
attacks and counter-attacks bet-
ween Israel and Iran-backed mili-
tias from Lebanon and Yemen.
Apart from this, the region has
also become one of the most heavi-
ly militarised in the world. Accord-
ing to the Stockholm International
Peace Research Institute’s ‘Trends
in International Arms Transfers

political crisis, the 14-year-long
Syrian civil war, and the Turkey-
Cyprus conflict, among others.

Amid these crises, West Asia to-
day accounts for almost 30% of the
global arms imports and spends
the most on the military among all
other regions in the world. Chart
2 shows region-wise military ex-
penditure as a share of the GDP. In
this measure, West Asia and North
Africa have been consistently lead-
ing for over three decades now,
though the share has come down
from the peak of over 10% of GDP,
reported in the 1990s. West Asia
spent 4.6% of its GDP in 2020 on
the military, compared with 3.3%
in North America.

Share of GDP
Saudi Arabia and Qatar, the oil and
natural gas rich nation-states, have

A region in turmoil

The data for the charts were sourced from the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute
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Escalating tensions: A drone view of the apparent remains of a ballistic missile in the desert following a massive missile
and drone attack by Iran on Israel, near the southern city of Arad, Israel. REUTERS
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Table 1: United States has been the main supplier of arms to the

West Asian countries. Numbers in %

Recipient Top supplier Second Third
Qatar U.S. (49) U.K. (26) Italy (21)

S. Arabia U.S.(72) Spain (15) France (6.5)
Turkey Spain (51) Germany (31) U.S.(11)
UAE U.S. (55) France (27) Turkey (12)
Israel U.S. (53) Germany (47) Italy (0.6)
Kuwait Italy (94) U.S. (6.0) -

Bahrain U.S. (100) - -

Iran Russia (100) - -

While most of these countries are sourcing their military supplies
from the U.S. and Europe, Iran is entirely dependent on Russia

Chart 2: The chart shows the region-wise military expenditure
as a share of their GDP. West Asia and North Africa have been
consistently leading all regions for over three decades
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Chart 3: The chart shows the military expenditure as a share
of a country’s GDP in the West Asian region. Saudi Arabia,
Qatar and Oman lead in this measure in the region
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Chart 4: The chart shows the share of the labour force
employed in the armed forces. The West Asian and
North African region leads in this measure

5% Armed forces personnel
(% of total labor force)

49 1 . i
West Asia & North Africa

3% 1
Latin America & Caribbean
North America @
29% 1 2
Europe&CentralAsia =
=3
3
1% :|: |
East Asia & Pacific Sub-Saharan Africa
OU/O T 1 T 1 L T 1 L 1 1 T 1 L T 1
1990 2004 2012 2020




CHENMNAL » www.thehindu.com = Thursday, April 25, 2024

"Text&Context

NEWS IN W"LMEBERS
The number of people

The rise in India’s

THE &3 HINDU

The growth in the

who faced acute
hunger in 2023

B i

exXports in FY24

in percentage. The
country's drugs and

dipped by 3% in the Last fiscal

eutical

phasrmaceuticals
arts incressed year-on-year to $27.5
ion in 2023-24, even as total exports

MAT entrance exXar
registration: AIMA

in percentage. The All india
Management Assocatsan

[Managemens Aptitude Test] in 2023,

ke, & federatian af lacal

The loss posted by
Boeing in the first
quarter of 2024

= $ mmillion. The sacraf
hias been in trouble since
Boeing TIT Max during = light in January.

E¥mping the airoraft manufacturer. s

The age of the idols

= door plug Blew out of a

decline reflects the crisis

unearthed from
Harvana village

years. Three metal
iSals were unearthed

Suring the excavation

©f 3 house constrction project @
Baghanki village.
COMPILED: B THE IO DATA TEARM

Follow us @ facebook.com/thehindu ) twitter.com/the_hindu

On the National Clean Air Programme

¢ thee Ministryv of Environmend

ermmentation of Clean Air Action Plans been inconsistent? Why are cities ThoL Lsiny thie .-I]‘n.;md funds set aside

instagram.com;the_hindu

2018, ir was to cut the concentration of
armespheric Particulate Matter (P by
20-30% by 2024; from 2017 levels. This

was later revised to 4005 by 2002
What is the NCAP?

Lnder NCAP, cities conrinuously violating
annual P Icvels in india need to prepare

and implement annoal Clean Adr Action
Plans (CAAPs) To facilitate this. the
Ministry of Environment, Forest, and
Climate Change has allocated $10,422.73
crose. Most cities proactively submisted
thelr CAAPs yet their implementation has

of the alloc ed
thus far, rding to the Ministry, with
27 thes spendine bess t of
their design. udpets. Visakhapatnam

ated by
e hanve spent 0% and 19 of
thelr NCAP funds, respecdvely
Implementation delays hinder NCAP'S
swocess, arly delays in approvals
from the competent authoritie:
the

lend.emqg processes or for procuring
such as mechsa sweepers
all.r_‘leLec:l:rh: buses).
There is also a lack of standard
operating procedures for the

e
Flme-consuming tasks required 1o
implement control measures and the
absence of well-defined timelines create
further delays. Yet other rea

smog N
hesitation is justified. But overcoming this
also requires a systemic approach based

on Emissions Imventory (EI), Adr Quality
€A modelling, and Source
Apportionment (SA%

sources, including those located afar.

Clearing the air: An arli-smog gun sprayeng water in New Delhi an fsnuany 12, FILE SHoT0

However, they aren't sulted for predictive
analysis and require substantial
resources, incliding specialised
personnel and equipment for chemical

mode! .
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of their proposed mitigation measures.
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Aurhor wardks in Al Quality ar Center for
Srudy af Science, Technology and Policy.

THE GIST

Mast cities proactmety

according to the Ministoy.
Imlementaticn delays harder
MCAPs saccess, partculariy
delays in spprovals fram the

v =1

Beyond the need for data and
madels, swiFt implementation
B the pround i i

i

Why was the BJP candidate
declared winner in Surat?

MWhy was the Cony

ess camndidate’s nomination pa)

People Act, 1951 state with respect o requirements for valid nomination?
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The story so far:
he BiP's candidate from the
ar Lok Sabha constimens:
i Cujarat has been declared
elected unopposed. This

follows the rejection of the nomination

pager of the candidate set up by the
party and the withdrawal of
r

s and independents

found not genuine

per the P Act, an elector

of age can contest Lok Sabha Hecrion

from any constituency in India. The

proposerts) of the candidate

homwever be electorcs) from thas respective
=

proposer
i= grotinds fof relection.

Whar is the current issoe?
in the present case, the candidare of the
Congress party for the Surat constituency,
milesh Kumbhani had filed three sets of

candidate n
have one proposer. Candidates st up by

cx b

brother-in-daw, nephew and bausiness
partmer. A BIP worker objected to Mr.

ed? What does the Representation of the

Kumbhani's nemination alleging thae the

stipulated time for gcnmn,- all three sets
of nominaton papers

be declared winner.

Whar is the legal recourse?
There have been ar beast 35 candidates
who have been elected unopposed o the
Lok Sabha. Majority of them were in the
first two decades after independence with
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Section 36 af the RF Act sets

signature of the candidate or
proposer found mat gensne is
Brounds far rejectian.

Milesh Kumbhani had filed

election petition can be filed is improper

e election Ties allow fof o sobeinme

mansofme proposers sinasure
not befng The o

were esther rejected or s paving
the way for BIF candidate Mukesh Dalal to

pagers. Hence,
the legal recourse available is to file an
election petition in the Gujarat High
Couri

The RF Act provides that High Courts
shall endeavour o conchsde such trials
within six mosnths, wihd has mostly ot
been followed in the past. Speedy
disposal of election petitions would be a
step in rhertgh[dLrecnam
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elected uncpposed to the Lok
Sabha.




Why was the BJP candidate
declared winner in Surat?

Why was the Congress candidate’s nomination paper not accepted? What does the Representation of the

People Act, 1951 state with respect to requirements for valid nomination?

Rangarajan.R

The story so far:
he BJP’s candidate from the
Surat Lok Sabha constituency
in Gujarat has been declared
elected unopposed. This
follows the rejection of the nomination
paper of the candidate set up by the
Congress party and the withdrawal of
nominations by other candidates.

What is the law for nomination?
Section 33 of the Representation of the
People Act, 1951 (RP Act) contains the
requirements for a valid nomination. As
per the RP Act, an elector above 25 years
of age can contest Lok Sabha election
from any constituency in India. The
proposer(s) of the candidate should
however be elector(s) from that respective
constituency where the nomination is
being filed. In case of a recognised party
(national or State), the candidate needs to
have one proposer. Candidates set up by

unrecognised parties and independents
need to be subscribed by ten proposers. A
candidate can file up to four nomination
papers with different set of proposers.
This is to enable the acceptance of
nomination of a candidate even if one set
of nomination paper is in order.

Section 36 of the RP Act sets out the
law with respect to the scrutiny of
nomination papers by the Returning
Officer (RO). It provides that the RO shall
not reject any nomination for a defect
that is not of a substantial character.
However, it specifies that signature of the
candidate or proposer found not genuine
is grounds for rejection.

What is the current issue?

In the present case, the candidate of the
Congress party for the Surat constituency,
Nilesh Kumbhani had filed three sets of
nomination papers. The proposers for
these three nomination papers were his
brother-in-law, nephew and business
partner. A BJP worker objected to Mr.

Kumbhani’s nomination alleging that the
signatures of his proposers were not
genuine. The RO also received affidavits
from the proposers claiming that they had
not signed the nomination papers of the
candidate. He sought reply/clarification
from the candidate within a day on the
objections raised. As the proposers could
not be produced before the RO within the
stipulated time for scrutiny, all three sets
of nomination papers were rejected.

The election rules allow for a substitute
candidate to be fielded by a political
party. The nomination of this substitute
candidate would be accepted if the
nomination of the original candidate is
rejected. In this case, the Congress party
had fielded Suresh Padsala as its
substitute candidate. However, the
nomination paper of the substitute
candidate was also rejected for the same
reason, that is of the proposer’s signature
not being genuine. The other nominations
were either rejected or withdrawn paving
the way for BJP candidate Mukesh Dalal to

be declared winner.

What is the legal recourse?

There have been at least 35 candidates
who have been elected unopposed to the
Lok Sabha. Majority of them were in the
first two decades after independence with
the last being in 2012.

In the instant case, however, the
Congress party has alleged that the
proposers were coerced to backtrack on
their signatures. It has approached the
Election Commission (EC) seeking to set
aside the decision of the RO and restart
the election process.

However, it is unlikely that the EC
would act on this request as Article 329(b)
of the Constitution read with RP Act
provides that no election shall be called
into question except by an election
petition before the concerned High Court.
One of the grounds on which such an
election petition can be filed is improper
rejection of nomination papers. Hence,
the legal recourse available is to file an
election petition in the Gujarat High
Court.

The RP Act provides that High Courts
shall endeavour to conclude such trials
within six months, which has mostly not
been followed in the past. Speedy
disposal of election petitions would be a
step in the right direction.

Rangarajan. R is a former IAS officer
and author of ‘Polity Simplified’. He
currently trains civil-service aspirants at
‘Officers IAS Academy’. Views expressed are
personal.
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Section 36 of the RP Act sets
out the law with respect to the
scrutiny of nomination papers
by the Returning Officer (RO).
However, it specifies that
signature of the candidate or
proposer found not genuine is
grounds for rejection.

v

Nilesh Kumbhani had filed
three sets of nomination
papers. A BJP worker objected
to Mr. Kumbhani’s nomination
alleging that the signatures of
his proposers were not
genuine.

v

There have been at least 35
candidates who have been
elected unopposed to the Lok
Sabha.
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EU lawmakers agree to withdraw
from treaty over climate fears
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offers too much pr o foss fuel The E The mercury was forecast to hit 35 degree Celsius in the sprawling S M oo £ s et of s ey
Commission had reascosd in July that the tresty is “ro longer Thai capital, whie the heat index rose abowe 52 degree Celsius, order Tuesda,

comoatible” with the bioc’s “enhanced climate ambition™ = classed a= " by city e ATt i Pt e it F o peaale eaasSa 20

HKATHWANDU
Ne

President asks Al Thani to

help free hostage held by Hamas

N ==

-~

samad Al Thani, the emir of Qatar, whao = on
country. to help relesse a Nepali student held hostage

South Asian
Sy Hamas, officials s2id on W
eyt

2y visit to the

M. AL Thani said he would

ng possible to help releaze the student heid n Gaza.

Israel pummels Gaza after
U.S. Congress approves aid

al of the S13 billion aid
Israch lorugn Minister Israel Katz: fears are rising that Israel \ull soon launch an assault on Raf..h

GAZA STRIP

srael pounded Gaza

with air strikes and ar-

tllery fire in s _war

against Hamas on Wednes-

v after the U.S. Congress

approved $13 biltion in mal-
aid

e meaeli Foreign Minister
israel Katz

pacl dy passed by
the House of Representa-
tives sent a -strong mes-

sage to all our enemies’
2 post on social media plat-

S 1srael relations

and israeli Prime Minister
de-

- out: Destroyed buildings in Khan Yurs
Strip i the crBOInE Conflct between laract and Harmas. 7P

says &s the ~last™ major Ha-
mas swonghold. but aid
Eroups 'y

would create an ~apoca-

~struck over SO targets” ov-
er the previous 24 hours.

er. h:;-s insisted the assault
on Rafah will go ahead.

germinacion to send troops
the

tion people sre shelering,
in

many makeshift
encampments.
Fears are rising thac Is-

rael will soon launch an as-
Rafah, which it

Early on Wednesday,  Citing Egypiian officials

1 and security briefedon the lsracli plans,
sources in reported  the Wall Soreer fowrnal said
Torach air strilcs in Rafah,  lstadl  was  planning  to
move civilians from Rafah

rat refisgee camp. o ne: Yunis over
avy bombardment of 2 period of two to three
ral areas of northern weeks.

was Satellite images shared
reported, while the Israeli by Maxar Technologies
military said its ft showed new

to all our enemies’,

coLoMBO

The Global South must
strive for its strength and
tents that had been set up | autonomy. Sri Lankan Pre-
in recent weeks in south-

reported

key power and irrigation
projecs  in  the iskand
nation.

Expressing “gratitude to

$Sie-million frrigation pro-

not accommodate the | ject. nseqguent to the
numbers of dis; peo. | Project Around 6.000 hec.
ple in Rafah™ tares of agricultural land in

three southern and central
districes will receive water
supply. his office said.

The war began with an
unprecedented Hamas at-
tack on October 7 that re-

sulted in the deaths of | Further, the project is ex-
around 1.170 peopl pected to generate and add
retaliation, fsrael | 120 MW to the national
taunched a military offen- | srid.
sive that has killed at least Mr.  Wickremesinghe's
34,262 pe Gaza, | pitch for greater aut
mostly women and chil- | for the G South came
dren, according to the Ha- d media reports in Sri
mas-run territory’s Health | Lanka of -Western pres-
AMinssory. sure” on Colombo. Mr. Rai-

Sei Lankan Pressdent Rand Wickre:
counterpart Ebrahimn Raisi in Colombo. SPECIAL ARSANGEMENT

st landed in Sri Lanka 10

embassy compound in Da-
le

Ranil bats for Global South
during Iran President’s visit

agreements with Iran. Sri
Lanka has pledged to ex-
pand bllaleral ties and de-
velop: cooperation
Ty ¢t Wnat’ Aniaas oA
and

U.S. sent
ATACMS
miissiles to
Ukrai

ne

WASHINGTON

The United States sent

in the

direct direction,” State De-
partment  spokesperson
Vedant Patel told
Presspersons.

wy,

to tap its expertise in the

energy, water, agricult ure.

nanotechnoiogy. pharma:
and

mascus.  Whil the two
si. appear have
backed off from a

conflict for now. ions

During his just conclu,
= (hreeday wisit to l’akls-
tan, resident si
ierned Tael that “moth:
ing will be left of the Zion-
ist regime~ If Tel Aviv at-

sectors. In February. Ira-
Hos

re part
ofa Marc'h aid pa:kage for
Ukraine. not the one just
approved by Congress and
signed by President joe Bi-
den. but “we did not an-

nian -
sein an.r»#\bdollalﬂan wi-

. adding that the “mi
siles anl\ed In Ukraine d\b
mon:

The White House has

the U.S. sent a er-
x: variant of ATACMS to
Ukraine

Blinken in
China seeking
pressure, but
also stability

SHANGHAL

Secretary of State An-

Argentina seeks arrest of
Iran Minister over 94 blast

the Foreign Ministry said
on Tuesday.
The Foreign Ministry
said the Iranian Minister,
d

Ahmad vahick

agency IRNA reparted thae

for restraint as Taiwan -
a new leader.
and to ralse concerns on
Chinese trade practices —a
Htal issme for President joe
Biden in an e i

Iran

-

On April 12, a_court in
Argenstina placed blame on

added.
But fran’s official news

iran for 1994 artack
against e ADTIA Jewish
community centre in Bue-
nos Aires and for a bomb-
ng  two earlier

years
against the laracl Embas

attack — the dead.lms( in AT
gentinas  histos
“crime nst harnanicy ™

Defending rizh!
Argentina on Tuesday. The post

t=: Students protess Sor publ

ersy funding

i and against austerity measures proposed by
ters caried slogans like “With fascism, there are no rights” and “Why so much fear to educate the people?” AP

President Javier Milei, ir

Columbia University cites
‘progress’ with Gaza protesters

Russian Minister held
over graft charges

mantling and removing 3  Hamas by ¥ stu- S on dlitary
NEW YORK significant mber dents de’nzr)dlx\g that MOSCOW has ballooned amid its of-
tents.” the ¥ sasa, ur £ ial des to fensive on Ukraine.
c U ¥ said re-  lsracl and divest from com. | Timur tvanov, a Russtan Ivanov oversaw con-
early on that it on o on  paniesthatare enabingits | deputy Defence Minister struction and procure-
was making -~important Wednesday morning. Do- ment for the armed forces,
progress” with p 5 at C e e T s pp bk toa by late opposmon leader  and was linked to Russia's
nian s State Universi- charges of trespassing or i N v seam was  highprofile rebulkding of
who set up a xm encamp- ty. Humboldt. some 450 ly on city of Mari-
ment and th; was ex- km north of San F < n1s- of  upol, by Mos-
©

League campus in upper
AManhattan.

~“have commited to dis-
=

calking large Dribes:

The arrest of vanov, a
long-time ally of Defence
Minister Sergel Shoigu, is
the most dramartic corrup-
ton case in Russia in re-
cent years. It comes

He faces up to 1S years
in prison for bribe-taking.
it added. - denies the
charges, his uwyermldme

state-run news
agency.

Iraq hangs at least 11 persons
convicted in ‘terrorismnm’ case

NASIRIVAH

Iraqgé authorities have exe-

Under lraqd law, terro-
rism and

are punishalile by deach,
executi decrees

the superv

Ministry team™.

A local medical source
confirmed that the health
department had received
the bodies of 11 executed

. requese
icy due to the

11 were from Salahaddin




Israel pummels Gaza after
U.S. Congress approves aid

Senate’s approval of the $13 billion aid package sent a ‘strong message to all our enemies, says

Israeli Foreign Minister Israel Katz; fears are rising that Israel will soon launch an assault on Rafah

Agence France-Presse
GAZA STRIP

srael pounded Gaza

with air strikes and ar-

tillery fire in its war
against Hamas on Wednes-
day after the U.S. Congress
approved $13 billion in mil-
itary aid.

Israeli Foreign Minister
Israel Katz said the Se-
nate’s approval of the aid
package already passed by
the House of Representa-
tives sent a “strong mes-
sage to all our enemies” in

a post on social media plat-
form X.
U.S.-Israeli relations

been strained by Israel’s
conduct of the war in Gaza
and Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu’s de-
termination to send troops
into the southern Gazan ci-
ty of Rafah, where 1.5 mil-
lion people are sheltering,
many in  makeshift
encampments.

Fears are rising that Is-
rael will soon launch an as-
sault on Rafah, which it

says is the “last” major Ha-
mas stronghold, but aid
groups warn any invasion
would create an “apoca-

lyptic situation”.
Early on Wednesday,
hospital and security

sources in Gaza reported
Israeli air strikes in Rafah,
as well as the central Nusei-
rat refugee camp.

Heavy bombardment of
several areas of northern
Gaza during the night was
reported, while the Israeli
military said its aircraft

Wiped out: Destroyed buildings in Khan Yunis in the southern Gaza
Strip amid the ongoing conflict between Israel and Hamas. AFp

“struck over 50 targets” ov-
er the previous 24 hours.

Mr. Netanyahu, howev-
er, has insisted the assault
on Rafah will go ahead.

Citing Egyptian officials
briefed on the Israeli plans,
the Wall Street Journal said
Israel was planning to
move civilians from Rafah
to nearby Khan Yunis over
a period of two to three
weeks.

Satellite images shared
by Maxar Technologies
showed new blocks of

tents that had been set up
in recent weeks in south-
ern Gaza.

The Journal reported
that Israel would then send
troops into Rafah gradual-
ly, targeting areas where
Hamas leaders are thought
to be hiding in an opera-
tion expected to last six
weeks.

Ismail al-Thawabta,
head of the Hamas govern-
ment media office, said an
invasion would be a
“crime” and that central
Gaza and Khan Yunis “can-
not accommodate the
numbers of displaced peo-
ple in Rafah”.

The war began with an
unprecedented Hamas at-
tack on October 7 that re-
sulted in the deaths of
around 1,170 people.

In retaliation, Israel
launched a military offen-
sive that has killed at least
34,262 people in Gaza,
mostly women and chil-
dren, according to the Ha-
mas-run territory’s Health
Ministry.
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ATTACKS IN ISRAEL AND PALESTINE
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Bolt named ICC Men’s T20
World Cup aml dor

The Ermernastonal Crickat Councll CC) dn
Wednesday named Jamaican sprint legend and
sight-time Olympic gold Teciahist Usarn Bol as
he ambassador of the T20 World Cup to be
Played In the West Indics and USA from June I to

ere cricket is
the sport has always held a special place
heart.” said Bolt.

Nadal to plav French Open
only if he ‘feels competitive’

Rafael Nadal said on Wednesday he will only play
Open if he “feels

pen. ~1 will p
Garros if1 feel compesieve. If 1 can pu.y 1
play. If I cant play. L can't

Aditi and Diksha set to
participate in Paris Olvmpics

indian golfers Aditi Ashok (46) and Diksha

Uganda names Abhay Sharma
as coach ahead of T20 WC

national team in the run-up to the T20 World
Cup. The Cricket Cranes have booked thelr place
i the competition for the furst time

among 20 teams at the tournamens be!ng)uinll)

hosted by USA and the West Indies from June

The UCA Abhay's e
working mna onits

website.

A fighting Mumbai City FC records
an incredible comeback victory

ry. defeating FC Goa 3-2 in
the semifinal first Ieg oﬁ.he

Indian  Super
@SL10) at the j.mnaharhl
Nehru
Wednesday

The Gaurs broke the
deadlock in the 16th mi-

space, he curled the ball in-
to the far corner, past
henpa, who

Man of the moment: Chhangte was the savicur for Mumbai City, Scoring twice towards the end. 1S

dived at full stretch but
could not get his hand 1o
the ball.

Leading 2-0 at home
and seeing their opponent

struggling, it seemed like a
slrajghtforward day at the
for the Gaurs, but the

!nlzndexs Tave- oide &
name for themselves be-

cause of their habit of not
giving up. and they kept It
late to show

scoring three gnah m se-

ven minutes.

seven minutes against FC Goa

In the 90¢h minute, Lal-
llanxuala Chhangte pul
goal back, showing excel-
Jon compomire to find th
net after meeknng a per—

fectly welghted through-
-om Jayesh Rane.

Gel'!h\g seven minutes
of stoppage time, Mumbai
had time to push for equal-
iser, and it got it through

Singh, who

Dheer. ingh
saved the fnitial Shot from
substitute Gurkirat Singh.

While a 22 comeback

would have be
sive enough, Mumbai took
it a nowh farther to steal
the match from the Gaurs
in front of thelr home fans.

In the seventh minute of
stoppage time, Rane and
Chhangte combined again,
with the latter taking a
touch to control the ball in-
side the box smashing
it inside the net to com-
plete the comeback-

The resuts:
#C Goa 2 (8o 1€, Brandon 56)

fost 1o Mumibai City FC 3
{Chhargte 50, 90+6, Vikram 50+ 1)

Akshay Dhere and Sahil Kundu
rally to post fine victories

FED CUP WRESTLING

¥.B. Sarang
VARANASI

oung wrestler Al
Dhere rallied to record a

illiant victory in the 57kg
ﬂml against Parmod Ku-

win his maiden

Clite dtle in the Federation
Cup on Wednes: ere,
a National junior bronze
medallist in 2022, pinned
Parmod to corner glory In
one of the few exciting

in an
o(hethse lacklustre day.

grabbed an ear-  neck fight, National silver
1y 0 lann Dut Dhere el Seha ks
worked patiently to break  (61kg) recovered from a 24

his opponent’s resistance
to make it 4-4 in the first
period. A swift double-leg
attack and leg lace put the
2iyear-old Armyman from
Kolbsput shead ab 8-4. He

deficit to beat Amit 177 in a
high scoring final bout.

M e, seven of the
eight candsdates in the fray

won the Wrestling Federa-
tion of India (WFD athletes

o perform ‘ancther take-
down and eventually pin
down Parmod with two mi-
nutes left.

In another neck-and-

hey were Sahil, Smitha
A_S., Bharti Baghel, Nars-
Kushboo l"a-
and Sweta D

ey, Narsingh was elected

of the athletes”

(Del, Rohit Frajapati (Me); 7akg:

Akshay. left, pinned down Parmod with just two minutes left. SANDEDS SAXERA

1. Suney (De, 2. Tejoeer (UP). 3
Rohan Narsyan Ghevodi (Kar),
Saveen (Har), TOKg: 1 Sahil Dutsl
#ean), 2. Mandeen (Rail, 3. Akshay
Mahi, Sadazhes Nalawade [Kar)

Cue Sports Premier
League in Bengaluru

fromm May 4

BENGALURU

The Cue Sports Premiler

League (CSPL), a national-

level snooker tournament,
mence at

= world
champion Pankaj Advani,
Sourav

announce;
at a press conference here
on

sday.
A total of 56 pla)els se-

different categories - na-
tional, state and club le-

“As the conceptualiser,

lected via auction, will
compete in this
tournament.

Llshmlng Legion, Cy-
done €
‘Tuskers, Hurricane Hawks, (_sm_ r'm
‘Thunderstorm s, -

and player of
ard

looking forwa
to wearing several hats.”
Advani said.

and M.
vericks are the teams in the

on.

“The CSPL is a unique
event which is atmed at in-
tegrating players of three

, Group will be
the title sponsor of the in-
augural edition, .und Audi
acts a co-sponso
Matches will be telecast
live on the Club Liv app.

Deepanshu and Rohan
make it a 1-2 in javelin

ATHLETICS

Sports Bureau
Deepanshu Sharma_and

er-20 athletics cham-

pionships in_Dubai_on
esday. While De:

panshu threw a distance of

70.29m, his Uttar Pradesh
State-mate Rohan had a

1S00m, but he was beaten
at the finish by Qatar’s Al-
oul

Kumbhar and Sal San-

geetha Dodla also entered

the medal round in the wo-

men's 400m and while

male quartermiler Aman

Choudhary also made the
final.

Strangely, Aman had
been named only in the
4x400m relay in the
st Hst anmouscert
on Tuesday.

Bapl Hansda, the coun-
this
who

Podium finish: Decpanshu, right, and Rohan after ther cecellent
=how in men's javelin throw, XS ARINDI

individual 400m did not fi-
gure in the startlist. Ac-
cording to sources, Hansda
could not travel with the

Balaji and Begemann in
doubles quarterfinals

TENNIS

a
€74.825 Challenger tennis
tournament in Rame, Italy,
on Wednesday.

: Pre-quarterfinats:
Crirag & Kaemn Singh bt vw.-u.
Marizh Sureshbumar 5.7,
[10.61:5.D. Prajeet Dev & Sor”
Marteek Reddy bt Savely vanov &

2.6, [10-2].

Wolodko & Sanaia vamalspalli
7613, 5.7, 105

Quarterfinals: Ekmerine
Gorgodze & Ankita Raina bt
Agliyn Fecorova & Kea Patonn
62,5-7.[16-73

$40,000 .

Chim: reund: Rutuja
Bhosabe bt Zr Chenting (Cha)
0,62
$15.000 ITF women, Monastir:
Doubles: Pre-quarterfinats:
VoSt Ad¥ar & Lo Az bt
Wang Shuoran & Zhang Jin 6-3,
©-3; Drva Bhatia & Zeet Desai bt
Sritrey Chiu & Eliessa
vanlsrgendonck 7-5, 6-3.

Arsenal rumbles on with a
massive victory over Chelsea

PREMIER LEAGUE

LonDON

Kai Havertz scored twice

gest league win over its
London

The win gneures Arse-
nal will go ins wee-
kend atop me Premier
League standings, Nfting it
three points ahead of Li-
verpool ahead of Wednes-
day's Merseyside derby at
Everton. Man City s four
points back before it plays
at Brighton on Thursday,
with another game in
hand.

For Chelsea. it was
another dispiriting Joss af-
ter a 1-0 defeat to Man
in the FA Cup semifinals on

3
v
R~

Chelsea’s leading

scorer Cole Palmer was ab-

renew questions  about
what pi — if any —
the expensively led

team has made in its first
season under Mauricio Po-
chettino.

Arsenal’s previous big-
ague win over Chel-

goal
Djordje Petrovic at his near

Two-goal star: Havert scores Arsenal’s third. SEUTESS

post from a tight angle.
White swept home the
second in the and Ha-
errr oA e thir Just
five minutes
The Germany interna-
tional got another one in
the 65th with a shot from

with
goal when his attempt at a
volleyed cross sailed into
the net in the 70th.

Arsenal S [Trossard 4, Wiite 52,
70, Havertz 57, 651 bt Cheisea O

amex




Bolt named ICC Men’s T20

World Cup ambassador

The International Cricket Council (ICC) on
Wednesday named Jamaican sprint legend and
eight-time Olympic gold medallist Usain Bolt as
the ambassador of the T20 World Cup to be
played in the West Indies and USA from June 1 to
29. “I am thrilled to be an ambassador for the
upcoming ICC Men’s T20 World Cup. Coming
from the Caribbean where cricket is a part of life,
the sport has always held a special place in my
heart,” said Bolt.




ICC Men's T20 World Cup

ICC Men's T20 World Cup Trophy

Administrator International Cricket
Council (ICC)

Format Twenty20 International
First edition 2007 B South Africa
Latest edition = 2022 Australia

Next edition 2024 ) West Indies
& EE= |nited States

Tournament 1 Various

format

Number of 20("]

teams

Current =f= England (2nd title)
champion

Most successful =f= England

West Indies
(2 titles each)

Most runs e Virat Kohli (1141)

Most wickets Bl Shakib Al Hasan (47)



2007

B= South Africa

Wanderers Stadium,

mem India

157/5 (20

India won by 5 runs

Pakistan
152 all out (19.4

12

MS Dhoni

Johannesburg (scorecard) 2
overs) overs)
[0l Pakistan Pakistan won by 8 .
o ) L BEA Sri Lanka )
2009 | == England Lord's, London 139/2 (18.4 wickets 12 Younis Khan
138/6 (20 overs)
overs) (scorecard) 2
== England England won by 7
) Kensington Oval, g 9 . v Bl Australia Paul
2010 | [ West Indies i 148/3 (17 wickets 12 )
Bridgetown 147/6 (20 overs) Collingwood
overs) (scorecard) 2
I West
) . West Indies won by 36 | BEEl Sri Lanka
. R Premadasa Stadium, Indies g
2012 BE Sri Lanka runs 101 all out (18.4 12 Daren Samm
Colombo 137/6 (20
(scorecard) 2 overs)
overs)
BEA Sri
Sri Lanka won by 6
Sher-e-Bangla Stadium, | Lanka _ YO | == ndia -
2014 | |l Bangladesh wickets 16 Lasith Maling
Dhaka 134/4 (17.5 130/4 (20 overs)
(scorecard) 2
overs)
I} West
. West Indies won by 4
. Indies ) =}= England
2016 | mam India Eden Gardens, Kolkata wickets 16 Daren Samm
161/6 (19.4 155/9 (20 overs)
(scorecard) 2
overs)
Bl Australia Australia won by 8 @l New
= UAE Dubai International Stadium, . y )
2021 . 173/2 (18.5 wickets Zealand 16 Aaron Finch
i Oman @ Dubai
overs) (scorecard) 172/4 (20 overs)
== England England won by 5
) Melbourne Cricket Ground, I 9 . v Pakistan
2022 Bl Australia 138/5 (19 wickets 16 Jos Buttler
Melbourne 137/8 (20 overs)
overs) (scorecard) 2
IEl West Indies | Kensington Ovall,
2024 g 20

== United States

Bridgetown




Uganda names Abhay Sharma

as coach ahead of T20 WC

Uganda Cricket Association (UCA) on Tuesday
named former Indian First Class player Abhay
Sharma as the new head coach of the men’s
national team in the run-up to the T20 World
Cup. The Cricket Cranes have booked their place
in the competition for the first time and will be
among 20 teams at the tournament being jointly
hosted by USA and the West Indies from June 1.
The UCA announced Abhay’s appointment on a
three-year working contract in a statement on its
website.
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NEW SLOGAN: “"CONG KI LOOT, ZINDAGI KE SAATH BHI, ZINDAGI KE BAAD BHI’

Seizing on Pitroda’s tax remarks, Modi

says Cong threatens family inheritance

Under fire, Rahul digs heels in, says
‘X-ray’, survey will find way forward

INESS As Usuar

ECONOMY
RBI PUTS CURBS ON
KOTAK: NO ONLINE

P

TR

an election rally in
¥

MANOJCG

NEW DELHILASRIL 24
TRIGGERING A poltical ssorm in
thasecnndphassafheelocion:
eith s rernarks linkirg 3

Congress distances itself from Pitroda
remarks: No link to policy. manifesto

AYPRAKASH S NAIDU.
VARAS PATHAR

Pilot & rebels, IRNiNomotan
i 3 RAIPUR, NEW DEL e
claims ex-aide c&ice heniz
AS CAMPAIGNING for Phuse 2 of
the Lok Sabia elections drew o
2 close Wednesday in 59 con
SEvende o kel Sad Ul
That wiBl vote Friday, €
= OfF in the BIP- Cong'ess
Sandcer,

EXPLAINED

PoLITICS
UNDERSTANDING
INHERITANCE TAX

PAGE T4

itance tax in the US was an ides
that could be debated and dis-
cussed in India 100 Mod:. ad-
dressing a rally in Surgusa in

centrestage.
‘Widening his attack on the

Modi sugsested that the party
had its eyes on the wealth
of st Indians.
Referring to Indian Overseas
Congress  chairman
Pitroda’s

1IN WHAT could spell trouble for remark

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi at the Samajik Nyay
in New | d A Shanma

Census to kranti: How Rahul framed
quotas as wealth re-distribution tool

MaNOJCE
NEW DELHLAPRIL 24

ALNSOST a year ago. on Apeil 16,
2023, Rahal Gandhi first spoke

THE EDITORIAL PAGE

RETROGRADE

Congress's ideas on survey
and inheritance are bad

ment {2 now effeceively out of
Rahul has
Steatily rattseted up the rheco-

ab Pro-
Potnun.ﬂ representation in
Kolar. ahea e

PAGES

Assembly
Even after a win in the
state. ongress
Working Committee.
yehich met in Octobes
t year refrained from L
Sheiling out his fine. 1
passed 2 histion mevely say-

aste census

itis the women who bear the brunt of fetching water in

Water a trickle, now
diamonds are rust in
dry Bundelkhand

AND MOHA
PANNA TECAMGARH, APfRE 24

DIAMONDS MAY be forever. but
adesh’s Parna
district. whose famed
dry.
atop

vilkage.

AFTER RAISTS PAK C t
VISIT, U.S. WARNS OF o seatie
SANCTIONS OVER

BUSINESS WITH IRAN

PAGE

|

|
DECISION | =
o> } phase o

I'will do something else,” Kumar
says. woeried it might involve
noving o ase nojobs.

m
in Panna’
Panna is one of the six
Madiya Pradeshdistricss — apart
from Datia. Tikamgarh,
cr

inga
Al reveal =

COMPLAINT REGARDING APRIL S RALLY

PM mention of Ram
temple, appeal to
Sikhs, no violation of
MCC, EC set to say

Poll panel likely to argue this is mere
listing of work done, no enmity stoked
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® MOVE TIED TO AID PACKAGE CLEARED BY CONGRESS

TikTok ban in US looms

Biden signs bill; app
CEO says ‘we aren’t
going anywhere’

REUTERS
Washingon, April 24

PRESIDENT JOE BIDEN
signed a bill into law on
Wednesday that bans TikTok
in the United States if its
owner, the Chinese tech firm
ByteDance, fails to divest the
popular short video app over
the next nine monthstoayear.

The bill was tied to the leg-
islations, cleared by the Con-
gress, that provide for aid to
Ukraine, Israel, Taiwan and
other US partners in the Indo-
Pacific.

TikTok CEO Shou Zi Chew
said Wednesday the company
expects towinalegal challenge
to the law."Rest assured — we
aren't goinganywhere,"he said
in a video posted moments
after Biden signed the bill."The
facts and the Constitution are
on our side and we expect to
prevail again."

APP GETS 270-DAY
SALE DEADLINE

TikTok may be forced
out ofthe US, where a
measure to outlaw it has
won approval of the
Congress and the
president. The short
video app's US users
stare at uncertainty
with along
legal battle set
to unfold

TikTok and ByteDance
argued the measure infringes
the free-speech rights of the
app’s 170 million monthly
usersin the US.

Biden’s signature capped
years of scrutiny in Washing-
ton,where regulatorsand law-
makers from both parties have
voiced increased concern that
TikTok’s Chinese ownership
poses a risk to US national
security. Proponents of the bill
claim that China’s govern-
ment uses TikTok as a propa-

WHEN INDIA BANNED TIKTOK

InJune 2020, India banned TikTok
and other Chinese apps due to
security concerns amid escalating
tensions along the border.

HOWDID USERS & | INDIA'SACTION
CREATORS REACT?| Vs US MEASURE
Content creators The US action may
took to YouTube be delayed by
shorts, Instagram legal challenges.
reels that started Unlike India, the
post the banand US faces hurdles
capitalisedonthe | duetolegal
market vacuum. complexities.

ganda tool and could demand
that ByteDance share US
users’ data — allegations the
company and officials in Bei-
jing have denied.

With the legal battle set to
unfold, TikTok’s US users face
a wave of uncertainty. If
implemented, a TiKTok ban
would risk disrupting “a criti-
cal channel for engaging with
younger audiences and build-
ing brand visibility,” said
Damian Rollison, director of
market insights at SOCi.

Blinken lands in China

US Secretary of State Antony
Blinken hasarrived in Chinaon
a mission to press Beijing on
issuesincludingits support for
Russia and industrial overca-
pacity, with the threat of new
US sanctions looming over the
visit. He will hold talks with
senior Communist Party offi-
cials in Shanghai on Thursday,
before heading to Beijing fora
final day of meetings, includ-
inga possible face-to-face with
President Xi Jinping.



Now, Kotak Bank
In RBI crosshairs

Barred from onboarding
new customers in credit
card, online businesses

SACHIN KUMAR
Mumbai, April 24

THE RESERVE BANK of India (RBI) on
Wednesday barred Kotak Mahindra Bank
from onboarding new customersvia its online
and mobile banking channels,and fromissu-
ing new credit cards.

In a notification under Section 35A, the
bankingregulatorsaid that it has found serious
deficiencies and non-compliances by the pri-

vate lender in Informa-

[ oINSTDE | tion Technology (IT) risk
andinformation security

RBI walks governance. However,
the Wa.lk on the country’s fourth
compliance, largest privatelendercan
again M PAGE10 continue to provide ser-

vices to its existing cus-
tomers, including its
credit card users.Kotak Mahindra Bank’sonline
portfolio is significant. Around 95% of the
bank’s new personalloanvolumes,around 99%
of new credit cards and 79% of new business
loansare through the digital channels. It isalso
the country’s fifth largest credit card issuer.
“For two consecutive years, the bank was
assessed to be deficient in its IT Risk and
Information Security Governance, contrary
to requirements under regulatory guide-
lines,” stated RBI in the notification.
During the subsequent assessments, the
bankwas found to be significantly non-com-

mSimilar
action has
been taken on
Bank of
Baroda, Paytm
Payments
Bank, IIFL
Finance and
JMFinancial
Products over
the past six
months

mAro
of Kotak's new
personal loan
volumes are
disbursed digitally

ETheRBI
said these

restrictions are
m Around 99% of new imposedon
credit cards and 79% of the bankinthe
new business loans are interest of
through digital channels ~ customers

Kotak Bank's response

THE BANK HAS TAKEN MEASURES
FORADOPTION OF NEW
TECHNOLOGIES TO STRENGTHEN
ITSITSYSTEMS AND WILL
CONTINUETO WORKWITH RBI

pliant with the Corrective Action Plansissued
bythe Reserve Bankfor2022and 2023,asthe
compliances submitted by the bank were
found tobe eitherinadequate,incorrect ornot
sustained,added the central bank.

Continued on Page 12



Founded
Founders
Headquarters

Key people

Products

Revenue
Operating
income

Net income
AUM

Total assets

Total equity

Number of
employees

1985; 39 years ago
Uday Kotak

Mumbai, Maharashtra, India

Uday Kotak
(non-executive director)
Dipak Gupta

(MD & CEOQ)

(Interim)

Consumer banking
Commercial banking
Insurance

Credit cards
Investment banking
Mortgage loans

Private banking

Private equity
Investment management
Asset management
Mutual funds
Exchange-traded funds
Index funds

Wealth management
Stockbroking

Risk management

A 67,981 crore
(US$8.5 billion)!"! (2023)

A 20,085 crore
(US$2.5 billion)!"! (2023)

A 314,925 crore
(US$1.9 billion)!"! (2023)

A 420,880 crore
(US$53 billion) (2023)1°]

A 620,429 crore
(US$78 billion)®! (2023)

A 112,314 crore
(US$14 billion)®! (2023)

100,000+ (March 2023)“!



Sustainable Finance for
Tiger Landscapes
Conference



* The Bhutanese government hosted the Sustainable Finance for Tiger Landscapes
Conference on Earth Day 2024 to mobilise USD 1 billion over the next decade for conserving
tigers and their habitats across Asia.

* What is the Sustainable Finance for Tiger Landscapes Conference?

* About:
* The two-day conference will be hosted by Bhutan under the patronage of the country’s
queen, Jetsun Pema Wangchuck.
* It seeks to mobilise the amount of USD 1 billion over 10 years for the preservation of
tiger landscapes.



* The conservation of tiger landscapes is vital to maintaining biodiversity,
sequestering carbon, supplying resources to over 100 million people, and
ensuring the overall health of the planet.

* The conference convened tiger range countries, visionary private and public
sector donors, international development agencies, the Tiger Conservation
Coalition, and other conservation organisations.



* Other Sources of Funding:

e Since 2010, the Global Environment Facility has provided more than USD 197
million in financing and mobilized another USD 880 million, in co-finance, for
tiger conservation.



* International Big Cat Alliance (IBCA):

* About:

* India has proposed to launch a mega global alliance under its leadership to protect big
cats and assured support over five years with guaranteed funding of USD 100 million.

* The proposed International Big Cat Alliance (IBCA) will work towards the protection and
conservation of the seven major big cats — tiger, lion, leopard, snow leopard, puma, jaguar
and cheetah.

* Membership to the alliance will be open to 97 “range” countries, which contain the natural
habitat of these big cats, as well as other interested nations, international organisations, etc.



Royal Bengal Tiger (Panthera Tigris) is the National animal of India.

Habitat

Tropical rainforests,
evergreen forests,
temperate forests,
mangrove swamps,

grasslands, and
savannas

Subspecies
of Tiger

% The continental
(Panthera tigris tigris)

% The Sunda (Panthera
tigris sondaica)

Countries Where Tiger Population Is Found

8 Found only in 13 Tiger Range countries- India, Nepal, Bhutan,
Bangladesh, Myanmar, Russia, China, Thailand, Malaysia, Indonesia,
Cambodia, Laos, and Vietnam

< As per the latest report by IUCN, tiger has gone extinct in Cambodia, Laos, and Vietnam

Protection Status_

IUCN Red List: Endangered
CITES: Appendix |
WPA 1972: Schedule |

Conservation Efforts_

International Big Cats Alliance (IBCA): For conservation of
seven big cats namely Tiger, Lion, Leopard, Snow Leopard,
Cheetah, Jaguar and Puma (launched by India)

Tx2 campaign: Launched by WWF; stands for ‘Tiger times 2’
signaling the goal to double the tiger population by 2022

National Tiger Conservation authority (NTCA): Constituted
under the WPA, 1972

Project Tiger: Launched in 1973

Tiger Census: Every 4 years

Threats
Habitat loss
Poaching and illegal trade
Human-Wildlife conflict

Tigers In India_

B |ndia has the largest population
< As of 2022, India has 3167 tigers
< Largest population has been found in Central Indian
Highlands & Eastern Ghats Landscape

B Tiger Reserves: India now has 53 tiger reserves
@ Ranipur in UP is the latest

@ Nagarjun Sagar (Andhra Pradesh) is the larges

while Orang (Assam) is the smallest (Core area




New Schengen Visa
Rules for Indians



* Recently, the European Union (EU) has announced the new Schengen
visa rules for Indian nationals.

« What are the new rules?

« Until now, those Indians who intend to travel to one or more Schengen
countries are required to apply for the much sought-after Schengen
visa, which is given for a maximum of three months.



However, under the new Schengen visa regime, Indians will now be able to enter any of the

Schengen countries multiple times for two years, which is further extendable by 5 years, and
stay there like visa-free nationals.

But the only catch is that they won’t be allowed to work
and earn there like a local citizen.

To qualify for this two-year visa, applicants must have successfully obtained and used two
Schengen visas in the past three years.




 Schengen Area

 The Schengen area consists of 29 European countries (of which 25 are
EU states): Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, Czech Republic, Denmark,
Germany, Estonia, Greece, Spain, France, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania,
Luxembourg, Hungary, Malta, Netherlands, Austria, Poland, Portugal,
Romania, Slovenia, Slovakia, Finland and Sweden, along with Iceland,
Liechtenstein, Norway and Switzerland.
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