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• Key Features:

• An EVM being used by ECI can record a maximum of 2,000 votes.

• They do not require electricity. They run on an ordinary battery assembled by

• Bharat Electronics Limited/Electronics Corporation of India Limited.

• The microchip used in EVMs is a one-time programmable/masked chip, which can 
neither be read nor overwritten.

• Furthermore, the EVMs are stand-alone machines and there is no operating system used in 
these machines.





















































Sustainable Finance for 
Tiger Landscapes 

Conference



• The Bhutanese government hosted the Sustainable Finance for Tiger Landscapes 
Conference on Earth Day 2024 to mobilise USD 1 billion over the next decade for conserving 
tigers and their habitats across Asia.

• What is the Sustainable Finance for Tiger Landscapes Conference?

• About:

• The two-day conference will be hosted by Bhutan under the patronage of the country’s 
queen, Jetsun Pema Wangchuck.

• It seeks to mobilise the amount of USD 1 billion over 10 years for the preservation of 
tiger landscapes.



• The conservation of tiger landscapes is vital to maintaining biodiversity, 
sequestering carbon, supplying resources to over 100 million people, and 
ensuring the overall health of the planet.

• The conference convened tiger range countries, visionary private and public 
sector donors, international development agencies, the Tiger Conservation 
Coalition, and other conservation organisations.



• Other Sources of Funding:

• Since 2010, the Global Environment Facility has provided more than USD 197 
million in financing and mobilized another USD 880 million, in co-finance, for 
tiger conservation.



• International Big Cat Alliance (IBCA):

• About:

• India has proposed to launch a mega global alliance under its leadership to protect big 
cats and assured support over five years with guaranteed funding of USD 100 million.

• The proposed International Big Cat Alliance (IBCA) will work towards the protection and 
conservation of the seven major big cats — tiger, lion, leopard, snow leopard, puma, jaguar 
and cheetah.

• Membership to the alliance will be open to 97 “range” countries, which contain the natural 
habitat of these big cats, as well as other interested nations, international organisations, etc.





New Schengen Visa 
Rules for Indians



• Recently, the European Union (EU) has announced the new Schengen 
visa rules for Indian nationals.

• What are the new rules?

• Until now, those Indians who intend to travel to one or more Schengen 
countries are required to apply for the much sought-after Schengen 
visa, which is given for a maximum of three months.



To qualify for this two-year visa, applicants must have successfully obtained and used two 
Schengen visas in the past three years.

However, under the new Schengen visa regime, Indians will now be able to enter any of the 
Schengen countries multiple times for two years, which is further extendable by 5 years, and 

stay there like visa-free nationals.

But the only catch is that they won’t be allowed to work 
and earn there like a local citizen.



• Schengen Area

• The Schengen area consists of 29 European countries (of which 25 are 
EU states): Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, Czech Republic, Denmark, 
Germany, Estonia, Greece, Spain, France, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, 
Luxembourg, Hungary, Malta, Netherlands, Austria, Poland, Portugal, 
Romania, Slovenia, Slovakia, Finland and Sweden, along with Iceland, 
Liechtenstein, Norway and Switzerland.











Thank you 
guys.


