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The Government of India instituted two civilian awards-Bharat 
Ratna & Padma Vibhushan in 1954. 

The latter had three classes namely Pahela Varg, Dusra Varg and 
Tisra Varg. 

These were subsequently renamed as Padma Vibhushan, Padma 
Bhushan and Padma Shri vide Presidential Notification issued on 
January 8, 1955.



• Padma Awards, which were instituted in the year 1954, is announced every year on the occasion of 
Republic Day except for brief interruption(s) during the years 1978 and 1979 and 1993 to 1997.

• The award is given in three categories, namely,

• Padma Vibhushan for exceptional and distinguished service;

• Padma Bhushan for distinguished service of a high order; and

• Padma Shri for distinguished service.

• All persons without distinction of race, occupation, position or sex are eligible for these awards. 
However, Government servants including those working with PSUs, except doctors and scientists, are 
not eligible for these Awards.



• The awards are presented by the President of India usually in the month of March/April every 
year where the awardees are presented a Sanad (certificate) signed by the President and a 
medallion.

• The recipients are also given a small replica of the medallion, which they can wear during any 
ceremonial/State functions etc., if the awardees so desire. The names of the awardees are 
published in the Gazette of India on the day of the presentation ceremony.

• The total number of awards to be given in a year (excluding posthumous awards and to 
NRI/foreigners/OCIs) should not be more than 120.

• The award does not amount to a title and cannot be used as a suffix or prefix to the awardees’ 
name



• All nominations received for Padma Awards are placed before the Padma Awards 
Committee, which is constituted by the Prime Minister every year.

• The Padma Awards Committee is headed by the Cabinet Secretary and includes 
Home Secretary, Secretary to the President and four to six eminent persons as 
members. 

• The recommendations of the committee are submitted to the Prime Minister and the 
President of India for approval.









































Passport Revocations of Goans



Recently, a memorandum 
issued by the Ministry of 

External Affairs (MEA) has led 
to the revocation of passports 
of more than 100 people from 
Goa in the past few months. 

These people, who may not 
have known about the 

memorandum, are accused of 
hiding important information 
when they tried to surrender 

their passports after becoming 
citizens of Portugal.



• Goan’s Portuguese Connection: 

• Goa is a former Portuguese colony, which was under Portuguese rule 
for approximately 450 years, from 1510 to 1961. 

• According to Portuguese law: Those born in Goa before 19th 
December 1961 (the day Goa was liberated from Portuguese rule) 
and two future generations have the option to register as Portuguese 
citizens. 

• Many Goans have transcribed their births in the Central Registry in 
Lisbon and acquired Portuguese citizenship.



• A Portuguese passport provides visa-free entry to several countries, 
including the UK and the European Union.

• The allure of overseas employment and educational opportunities 
has driven Goans to seek Portuguese citizenship.



• Portuguese Rule in Goa

• Goa, situated on the west coast of India, was a Portuguese colony from 1510 to 1961.

• The small coastal area was conquered by Afonso de Albuquerque and became a vital 
trade hub for the Eastern spice trade.

• Remarkably, Goa served as the capital of the entire Portuguese Empire east of the 
Cape of Good Hope for 450 years.

• In the 1940s, as India moved closer to independence from British rule, the fight for 
freedom in Goa began.

• Finally, on 19th December 1961, more than four centuries after its colonisation, Goa 
was freed from Portuguese rule.



Mahavir Jayanti



• Recently, the Prime Minister of India inaugurated the 2550th 
Bhagwan Mahaveer Nirvan Mahotsav, on the auspicious occasion of 
Mahaveer Jayanti.

• Jains celebrate five Kalyanak’s (major events) of every Tirthankar 
including Mahavir Swami Ji: Chyavana/Garbha (Conception) Kalyanak; 
Janma (Birth) Kalyanak; Diksha (Renunciation) Kalyanak; Kevaljnana 
(Omniscience) Kalyanak and Nirvana (Liberation/Ultimate Salvation) 
Kalyanak. 

• Prime Minister has also released a commemorative stamp and coin 
on the occasion.



• Mahavir Jayanti is one of the most auspicious festivals in the Jain 
community. 

• This day marks the birth of Vardhamana Mahavira, who was the 24th 
and the last Tirthankara who succeeded the 23rd Tirthankara, 
Parshvanatha. 

• According to Jain texts, Lord Mahavira was born on the 13th day of 
the bright half of the moon in the month of Chaitra.

• As per the Gregorian calendar, Mahavir Jayanti is usually celebrated 
during the month of March or April.



• A procession is called with the idol of Lord Mahavira called the Rath 
Yatra.

• Reciting stavans or Jain prayers, statues of the lord are given a 
ceremonial bath called abhisheka.





• What is Jainism?

• The word Jaina comes from the term Jina, meaning conqueror.

• Tirthankara is a Sanskrit word meaning 'Ford maker', i.e., one who is able to ford the river, to cross beyond the 
perpetual flow of earthly life.

• Jainism attaches utmost importance to ahimsa or non-violence.

• It preaches 5 mahavratas (the 5 great vows):

• Ahimsa (Non-violence)

• Satya (Truth)

• Asteya or Acharya (Non-stealing)

• Aparigraha (Non-attachment/Non-possession)

• Brahmacharya (Celibacy/Chastity)



Among these 5 teachings, the Brahmacharya 
(Celibacy/Chastity) was added by Mahavira.

The three jewels or Triratna of Jainism include:

• Samyak Darshana (right faith).

• Samyak Gyana (right knowledge).

• Samyak Charitra (right conduct).



In later times, Jainism got divided into two sects:

• Shvetambaras (white-clad) under Sthalabahu.

• Digambaras (sky-clad) under the leadership of Bhadrabahu.

The important idea in Jainism is that the entire world is animated: 
even stones, rocks, and water have life.

Non-injury to living beings, especially to humans, animals, plants, 
and insects, is central to Jaina's philosophy.



Goldene



Recently, researchers in Sweden have created ‘Goldene’ – a single-
atom layer of gold that can be used in a variety of applications like 
hydrogen production, and water purification, production of value-
added chemicals, communication, and much more.

They used a modified version of Murakami’s reagent, inspired by an 
ancient Japanese smithing (forging art) technique, to selectively 
remove carbon in darkness and prevent cyanide formation, which 
dissolves gold.



• This new form of gold has different properties than regular gold 
similar to the case of graphene. 

• For example: Gold is usually a metal, but if a single atom layer thick 
gold can become a semiconductor instead.



DURGA-2 (Directionally 
Unrestricted Ray Gun Array)



• DRDO is conducting tests on a prototype of its DURGA-2 laser 
defense system.

• About

• It damages or destroys its target using focused energy by means 
of lasers, microwaves or particle beams.

• Russia, France, Germany, the United Kingdom, Israel, and China 
already have this system.

• Their beams are not affected by the constraining effects of gravity 
or atmospheric drag.

•



• Advantages

• Directed energy weapons, also called laser weapons, if developed and 
deployed operationally, can neutralise any drone or ballistic missile attacks 
from the skies or even at the originating location as it can travel at the speed 
of the light. It can deflect the path of the missiles and can even destroy a 
fighter aircraft.

• The present generation of anti-aircraft or anti-missile systems are not 
considered fool-proof but the laser weapon promises to have 100 percent 
kill probability.



Euvichol-S



• Recently, the World Health Organisation (WHO) prequalified a new 
oral simplified vaccine for cholera.

• About the Euvichol-S

• Euvichol-S is a simplified formulation of the WHO prequalified 
inactivated oral cholera vaccine, Euvichol-Plus.

• Cholera, a deadly diarrheal disease, caused by the bacterium 
Vibrio cholerae, has been surging globally since 2021, with high 
case fatality rates despite the availability of simple, effective, and 
affordable treatment.



Llama 3



Meta introduced its most capable Large Language Model (LLM), the Meta 
Llama 3.

About

It also introduced an image generator, which updates pictures in real-time 
even as the user types out the prompt.

What is Llama 3?

Llama or Large Language Model Meta AI is a family of LLMs introduced by 
Meta AI in 2023.

Llama 3, the latest iteration of its LLM and has been released in two sizes, 8B 
and 70B parameters.







Thank you 
guys.


