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Why are there no rising stars o/
national leaders among India’s
cos in 20247

The travails of The “Indian lens’
becoming a pilot

in India

Head on song
again as Sunrisers
beat Capitals
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IRDAI removes age bar for
buying health insurance

Towards inclusivity
What does the tatest IRDAT

EC orders re-polling in 11
Manipur booths tomorrow
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The booths are located in five Assembly se;

enits of Inner Mani presiding officers reported
incidents of mob violence, gunfire and destruction of EVMSs during the voting held on Friday

The Regulatory
and Development Authori-

1) Health inmrance providers must dewelon
specistised pol 2 t0

so in Imphal, and cast 61
Bowing

NEW DELHI without fol

NEW DELIE he Election Com-

=

3} Companies s erco
e

BENGALURU
Coming down heavily on the
Congress gos ent aver

heals e policies. e D g b et e the polbng conducted at I
The IRDAI's latest move is SheINCRee T isseRvaauirenonnt: ross five sernl> School, EVMs
atmed at bringing in ex- ly prisdrtrd Toner demnt were destroyed in vio-
tended health benefits to  healthcare coverage across  This change will greatly be— pur on Fri ressd- lence as members of the
senlor citizens, and caters  all 5 nefit those in need of me ing officers mpordng mob public “over er the
to diverse demographic The IRDAI is an autono-  ical nfire and des- security personnel”.
groups, mous and v body maternity cases, | troyed Electronic Voting = The Manipur Pradesh
and ds. responsible for m: and sensor citizens, ensur- | Machines in some s. mying franchize: A poding boothin Maurar\gj(:rr»pu s;,e:m.\«-g Congress Committee had
The IRDAL directive and regulating India’s Lnsu— Ing a healthier life for ma- “The ECI has announced Leai of imphal, which came under attack fi of of
13 rance and in- s a welcome that a re-poll will be con- disturbances, violence, in-
providers to develop spe- dustry. sennng the public Interest ducted at these et- six of these polling stations  re-poll has been recom- timidation, and booth cap-
clalised polictes catering and p(omndng longevi- | ween 7 a. .. o v instances of mob mended due to “mob vio- as many as 47
ens, and to esla- - ty and we! m Surch April 22, the ! lence, riots. and unidenti- lence™. spread

for addressing their chaims
and grievance:
(_ocnpanles are also en-

Hemns, while aiso advar
ing comprehemlve

al
pur said in a statement on

said: ~The recent decision

Ratnesh Sinha, head of
sales

night. These 11
polhng stations are locar
the

p tai-  to HR the age restriction on marketing _at Khurai, Thongju.
20d cic issues in lored 1 meet isasig-  PSRI Hospital said that this Unpolt Konthoujam, and
Prime Mirister Narendra Modi nificane opens up for_peo-

on Saturdsy accused it of
“turning the tech cty o 2
tanker city™. » PAGE 5

how, with the removal of
even the el-

ecosystem.
- adds that the move

ple above 65 years. “This
may lead to be'ner access

derly can access
urance benefits, though

u)- and affordability of

for this demo-
graphic may be higher.

burden of medical expen-
diture for those in the age
brackee.” he said_

stituencies, the Office of
the CEO arkdea.

Friday, the Office of
the CEO had written to the
Election Commisston (EC),
pointing out that at least

Because
the poliing in these
had been vitiated to a point
that results from there can-
nogbe ascertained.

were submitted

sSchool in lmphsl e x

“Exchange of gunfire
On the night of Aprl 19.the

change of gunfire that had
jured at Jeast one person.
Poll officials in Manipur
also reported that & group
of unidentified persons
had entered the polling sta-
tion at Khaidem Makha, al-

pur constituency. Howev-
er, sources said that the

poll officials
had not been able to verify
this.

CJ1I lauds new
criminal laws
for ds

~NEW DELEI
Describing the new criminal
justice system as 2 “wal

adapted to them. » PAGE S

Blast at Iraqi base
group kills one

explosion 3t an Iraqi military
lon province
south of Baghdad., housing >
coalition of pro-ianian armed
grovps, officists said
Saturday. » PAGE 12

TDUXK:

n the midst of a
sweltering summer, a
stream long dormant

Memorable melodies

& to basics: Peopie check out records at the Tumsable Fest)

festured Sue demos of turntables, phono pre-amplifiers slong with = diverse collection of new and pre-cwned records. Evm

Thodu in the locality had
vanished he
Irofuttion of exoHE
species. Offictals recount
that the hills within the
forest division of

In a wribal
it the Marayur sandal
division in iduidk district
has sprung back
oo Hie afoar & hismiof 30

once grasslands ovith

Th refisveriatad straar hias saen an infiux of
n the last three years SPECIL ARRANGENENT

i and Record Store Day at khar in Mumbai on Saturday. The event

Officer M.G. Vinod Kumar.

Followin,

eco-restoration, the

stream has been

rejuvenated, now

releasing 6.5 litres of water

per minute even in

scorching temperatures,

sav officials.

~We erected a

brushwood check-dam

along the stream,
various

acting wildlife
spedes for hydration.” Mr.
Kumar says. “Since the

of hills into

eco-reseoeation pr
Spparted by the United
N

Bank for é\gr)cullu!e and

allowing narural grasses to
flourish ~

grassland. the area has
an influx of

D vote spcias wrere

Marayur Divissonal Forest

diverse wildlife,” he adds_

India in favour of ‘regulating,
not banning, single-use plastic

tations involving

into effect the Plastic Waste

Management Amendment
Rules (2021) that banned 19
categories of ‘single-use

ade with plasuc but are

Henge: The

tinuing  to

Of the nearly 17 foples

that countries are -

=d o deliberate \.rpoh. one
of them

retail these

£U has proposed that all countries restrict
the making and selling of swcidable plastic goods. AFP

thar tndis. a3 of Saturday,
has opted for 1 age i

the current version of the
negotiar document,
called a “zero_draf. that

maric and avosdable
pmducl‘s inchuding Single-
use plastics™, which refer

ter a single use and hande
plastic cups, spoons, ear-
buds, decorative thermo-
<ol, wrapping or packaging
film used to cover sweet
boxes and cigarette pack-
ets, and plastic cutlery. It,
however, does not include
plastic bottles - even those
less than 200 mi— and mul-
packaging boxes

(such as milk cartons).
Moreover, even the sin-
gle-use plastic tems that
are banned are not un-
iformly enforced national-
1y with several outlets con-

w© of plastics that
are likely to harm environ-
ment as well as human
health.

The aim of negotiating
countries is to implement
obal

ing problematic items to
mees criteria for na-

instead of "n‘x allowing™,
the production, sale,

criteria~ for
such plastics.

U.S. takes similar stand

iling of
lastic

ble and safe
de!

The CSE analysis says

of sin-
avoidable




[RDAI removes age bar for
buying health insurance

Bindu Shajan Perappadan
NEW DELHI

The Insurance Regulatory
and Development Authori-
ty of India (IRDAI) has re-
moved the age limit for
purchasing health insu-
rance policies, with effect
from April 1.

Earlier, there was an age
limit of 65 years to buy new
health insurance policies.
The IRDAI’s latest move is
aimed at bringing in ex-
tended health benefits to
senior citizens, and caters
to diverse demographic
groups, including children
and maternity needs.

The IRDAI directive
mandates health insurance
providers to develop spe-
cialised policies catering to
senior citizens, and to esta-
blish dedicated channels
for addressing their claims
and grievances.

Companies are also en-
couraged to develop tai-
lored products to meet
specific age-related re-
quirements, fostering a
more inclusive healthcare
ecosystem.

It adds that the move
will enhance the accessibil-
ity and affordability of

Towards inclusivity

What does the latest IRDAI
directive say

1) Health insurance providers must develop
specialised policies catering to
senior citizens, and establish
dedicated channels for
addressing their claims

and grievances

This change will greatly be-
nefit those in need of med-
ical insurance, including
children, maternity cases,
and senior citizens, ensur-
ing a healthier life for ma-
ny. It’s a welcome move,

@

develop tailored products to meet
specific age-related requirements

2) Companies are encouraged to

healthcare coverage across
all age groups.

The IRDAI is an autono-
mous and statutory body
responsible for managing
and regulating India’s insu-
rance and reinsurance in-

dustry. serving the public interest
and promoting the longevi-
‘Significant move’ ty and well-being of our ci-

tizens, while also advanc-
ing comprehensive
insurance coverage.”

Ratnesh Sinha, head of
sales and marketing at
PSRI Hospital said that this
opens up avenues for peo-
ple above 65 years. “This
may lead to better access
to healthcare and reduced
burden of medical expen-
diture for those in the age
bracket,” he said.

Speaking about the deci-
sion, Aashish Chaudhry,
MD of Aakash Healthcare,
said: “The recent decision
to lift the age restriction on
insurance coverage is a sig-
nificant advancement.
Now, with the removal of
this restriction, even the el-
derly can access cashless
insurance benefits, though
premiums for this demo-
graphic may be higher.




SENIOR CITIZENS IN INDIA

Rise in elderly population (age 60 and
above)in%

1950 1975 2000 2025 2050

Source: United Nation (2019), World Population
Prospects, The 2019 Revision, United Nations,
New York

Prominent diseases among India’s

senior citizens (%)

Cardiovascular 35.6%
Hypertension 32%
Diabetes 13.2%
Chronic lung disease 8.3%
Chronic bone or joint disease 19%
Cancer 0.7%

All data self-reported
Source: Longitudinal Ageing Study in India




Insurance Regulatory and
Development Authority of India

I aredta dten fafaarers site e widseon
Insurance Regulatory and Development

|ﬂ’a. Authority of India

Abbreviation
Formation
Type

Legal status

Headquarters

Location

Coordinates
Services

Owner

Key people

IRDAI

1999

Regulatory Body
Active

Sy No. 115/1, Financial
District, Nanakramguda,
Hyderabad — 500032

India
Hyderabad, Telangana

= 17.385°N 78.486°E
Insurance of India

Ministry of Finance,
Government of India

Debasish Panda, IAS
(Chairperson)
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Face of protests against
Brij Bhushan, wrestler
Vinesh Phogat clinches

THIR VASAVDA
IUMBAL APRIL 20

sts
Bushan Sharan Singh, the for-
rer Wrestling Federation of

i presi accused of sex-

al harassment. has won 3 Spot
& Thhe Pasis Olysapics in the 50—
scategory.

pot in Paris Olympics

But

Turnout down by 4 pc points in
Phase 1 over 2019, EClooks at
ways to bring more voters out

Heatwave to wedding season to lack of enthusiasm among reasons being cited

DAMINI NATH, RITIKA
CHOPRA. ARUN
JANARDHANAN &
AVANEESH MISHRA

ASshba
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phase of the seven |

tions

cne stage. it felt
this is a job half done.™
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Tournament is being held.
Indeed.
seemed i 2 year
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April 26 its order on framing
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the case.

For Phogat, the Paris dream
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ing wrestier, Antim Panghat,
weon India an Ofympic quota
the 53-kg category. which was

3bout 4 percencage points in
voter hurnour. a development
that has officials of the

elec-
of

Election officials keep EVMSs and VVPATs §
the first phase

Musk defers India
visit, says aim to
visit ‘later this year’

When big firms show interest in India.
we make it attractive for them: Nirmala

postponing
Fouch-anticipated India visit
Barely 3 day before e was ex-
to mees Prime Minister
Narendra Mods and mteract with
technology st

space
founders.
Musk was expected to an-
nounce his iovester plans in
India, a month after the Unioa

PHASE-1 TURNOUT: 102 SEATS

2024:65.5%

2019 69.9%
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Vote for anyone, but do
vote... it is important for
country s future, says PM

NANDED. APRIL 20

A DAY after the first phase of
polling for the Lok Sabha elec-
Gons ended T

nour
lowes than that in 2019, Prame
MMinister Nase:
people to step

and ~vote for amyone™.
i

Eerias b e omee their sup-
w0 vote v said, was

Enporianten semire the fussioe o
Tthe cour:

Addressing aratly in Maha
rahtza's Nanded whi
in the second phastnﬂ A(.'r"l 26.
Modi claimed that voters had

in mind. The vote. e said. is The

strength of ademocracy
(loktantra ki sabse badi takatl

of the ruling NDA in the first
phase.

farmers are at work. But look a1
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change pitch with Modi theme
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me an MP and minister. We

Before his
e next reception. Chandra-
=khar, the BJPs candidate from

luggling

*AGE 1
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UKHBIR SIWACH
HANDIGARH APRIL 20

N 2021, Pragati Rani from
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In Vokkaliga heartland, Mandya
seat is a test of BJP-JD(S) alliance

JOHNSONTA
KERAGODU(MANDYA), APRIL 20
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Tocknat s otsed on & nemy

VOTE SHARE (%)
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UPSC exam and hopes to be-

come an 1AS offices.
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Ana & Nicobar. Laksha-

dweep. Daman and Diu. and
Dadra and Nagar Haveli) cadre.

o che JXS) that con-
e

on January 22 to mark the con-
secranon of the Ram Mandir in

but it was replaced
with the national flag on
Rey

Dury. The next day. the
ook up the iS-

members
trois the gram ch.

manded that the Hamsnan flag
be hoisted permanently on it

motherhood, career dreams,

Stie, resuding i a conface.
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could help foster an EV ecosys-
= ey

but
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‘High growth not
possible if we don’t
do our own science,
produce own tech’

Can’'t miss buson Al, quantum,
energy and semiconductors: Sood

AMITASH SINHA
NEW/ DELHLAPRIL 20

Scientific Advisor, Ajxy Kumar
Scod.

In an interview with The
ndian Express. Scod said India
had missed the bus on certain
critical

Ajay Kunmar S()()D
PRNCE AL SCENTIIC ASOS

and must not allow that situa-
tion o repeat in areas like astifi-
1 [

mologses. clean energy solut)
o semiconductors that are still
under developmen.

srproving ous sceence and
(ecnnology output is linked to

e adamant chat it wold at-
1w only the Indian flag on
cone

u.n for cur g0al to becone a de-

by 2047 The kird
OF eConamic growth that & re-
these —

=
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Haryana woman clears civil

il services and was.
mmouousp«ull)xywﬂt
rnissiceer

in Novernbes 2023.
SEifl. she never let o of the

nd kepe preparing
Tor it —This ime. things were
Tougher as N1y son was older and
aware that his mother was
studying in another room. He
used 1o come o me to tell me.

success. She said her ume:,
Naresh schoot

Eaughe her to be humble in [
whsle ber ¢ il Veervma,
S atares I the stae heabt: G-
partment, stressed the impor-
rance of studies.

2y mother wansed me o be-
come 2 doctoe as ste could poe
come 2 medical practitioner. My

Vesma a former IAS offices. is
member of the Haryana State
Posce C

Mumema, please play
she

Having secured the 3s5¢h
mankinthe UPSC

. who belongs £ the Othes
Fackwand Class (OBC) Catasory.
said she is counting on getring

On what advice she has for
UPSC aspirants, “This

tors. My mother gave me the
wings 10 think big.” she said

exam e Con st steel.
for don't take
his exam as Bfe_ instead give

time to life o~
| =
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RID LEADER'S RETORT
Nitish has lost his
senses, says Lalu

NEWS » PAGE &

crisis DEEPENS

Israeli strikesA
kill 18 children
in Rafah

WORLD » PAGE 14

MALDIVES PARLIAMENTARY POLLS

Muizzu's party secures
a landslide victory

WORLD » PAGE 14

“ ““ Left-Cong.
hostility in
Kerala

The INDIA allies share
no bonhowmie in the State

EDITORIAL » PAGE &

THRILLING FiMisH
KKR edges out RCB,
GT scrapes past PBKS

SPORT » PAGE 16

INSIDE

Mulling ST status
for 11 Gurkha

sub-tribes: Shah

KOLKATA
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Sunday said the
Centre was consid

including 11 Gurkha sub-tribes
in the Scheduled Tribe list and
that aspirstions of the Gurkha
community was always 3
priceity for the BJP. » PAGE 2

Ukraine says it
struck Russian
ship in Crimea

wyiv
Ukraine said its Nowvy had
struck » zstage ship belonging
o Russia on the

Crimean peninsula. Socal
media foctage

Net direct tax collections
exceed 2023-24 target

ax kit

thankstoa

in personal income ta

: uptick in net tax collections by the

vear-end was driven by it and securities transaction tax, while net corporate tax kitty shrank

NEW DELHI

ndia’s net direct tax

collections grew 17.7%

in 2023-24 to hit $19.58
-ginal

mates for the year, thanks
to a surge in personal in-
come tax whose share of

leased by the Finance Mi-
nistry on Sunday also
showed that the uptick in
net tax collections over the

pes-
sonal income tax (PIT) and

filmed in the Crimean port of
showed 3 ship in
flames. 3 PAGE 14

ST collections, while the
tax  kitty

PIT and STT recelpes al-
so grew at almost
the pace of corporae tanes
last year.

As of March 17, net di-
rect taxes had risen 19.85%

By March 31, PIT and
had Increased

Revenue surge

by 73,000 acre. ln‘nng
their full-year tally
10,44 lakh crore.
Although gross corpo-
rate tax collections
creased from <10.98 1k
crore of March 17 to
32 |&\d’l crore by the
close of the financial year,
the net tax receipts from
lated

corpor:
o adting for Tefmds,
dropped from 2934 lakh

crore on March I7 to 9.1
1akh crore.

The gross direct tax kit-
ty for 202324 stood at
€23.37 lakh crore, reflect-
ing a growth of 18.5% over
the 219.72 lakh crore tally
in 202223

OF this. gross PIT and
STT receipts accounted f

21201 lakh crore, rising
berween

Cong. will hand private
wealth to Muslims: PM

JAIPUR
Assal the Congress's
Promise in its manifesto to

inister A
Sunday sald the Congress,
if elected o power, would
distribute people’s land,

families for redistribution.
Land and cash belong-

Modi and

Prime i i ster
8hajanial Sharma (left] st a public meeting in Jalore on Sunday. A

While the Congress ma-
nifesto has promised to
make “suitable changes in
policles™ to address the
growing  inequality of

ing to
Ployees and others would
also be so distributed, he
“Can you tolerate the
ching

among the people in the
then Congress
Prime Minister Manmohan

Singh stated [in 2006) that
Muslims had the first claim

Ty
“The

on the country’s resources.
Thar means the property
‘will be d!stribuled an)ong
those

Timber of children... ana
trators. 1s it

Naxal” ideology of the Con-
gress would even deprive
the women of their auspi-
cious mangalsutra. “Con-

ca: money
going into the hands of in-
filtrators?™ Mr. Modi sakd.

"MATE SPEECH", SAYS CONG.
»PAGES

Soren was arrested for refusing to
leave the INDIA bloc, says Kharge

PATNA

Former fharkhand Chief
Minister Hemant Soren
ar

Opposition rally in Ranchi

on Sundzy, warning Prime
Minister Naren odi
That If e tried o “terror-
ise™

Mr. Soren and Delhi CM Ar-
wvind Ke

The \lllhﬁs of both men
were present with messag-

BNDIA leaders at the Ulgulan rally in Ranchi on Sunday. 5T

es from their jafled
s, cven as INDIA loaders

Senior leaders present

included Mr. Kharge; Sa-
majwadi Party chief Alﬁ.h.l—
lesh Yadav,

National Conference presl»
dent Farcoq Abd and

i
The INDIA bloc has bor-
rowed the word * an”,
meaning ‘revolution’, from

the local dialect; the word
was coined by Adivasi icon
Birsa Munda to describe

ta Dal leader Tejashwl
Jharkhand Aukti

e leader Vivek Gupta,

erase existence of the
tribals and indigenous peo-
ple in fharkhand.

Report faults crew, station staff, safety lapses on train for Andhra Pradesh accident

s
CHE!

An investigation into a ma-
jor train accident that left

and fescue operations at
ter train accidents; and sys-
temic safety Ilpais. includ-
ing the failure
anti-telescopic features in
the trains and the malfunc-
© an automatic s~
nalling system.

glon 1o

ing to the final CRS report.
The accident occurred bet
ween  Kantakapalle and

manda railway stations
in the Waltair Division of
East Coast Railway

clu,
was ca by an “error in
train working”,

the collision could have
been averted had the crew
S Opaa G B
lowed

The tne lnqu.m by Pranjeev

the railway administration;
the National Disaster Res-
£

ponse Force's of ex-
pertise in handling relief
cae

Primary reasons
A locomotive pﬂn('s dect-
2 signal

n danger and his assis-
tant’s fallure to apply the

automatic signal failure,
the report said.
For some reason, the

smashed into the rear of
Train No. 08532 Visakha-

started in-
fornung the crew of ap-
trains about the
failea signals, which en-
couraged them

e n praeal

Behind the ¢

y= The site of the train sccident in \&:

Of Andtea Pradesh on Ottober 29, 2023 that e 17 people dead. Ant

tons. tn violation of =l
rules, the stationmaster

proce
“This was the penulti-
mate action leading to the
acc Overwriting
the Private Number Book
the number. claimed

failure of the Train Manag-
er to hear

Assistant Loco
train to proceed at section-

'I'he I(}" coaches with
screw coupling were de-
signed with weak structu-
ral elements in the toflet
portion located at the ends.
of the coach body. These
elements were meant to be
crushed and absorb kinetic
energy through the defor-

mation or collapse of the
plastic parts in case of colli-

volved in the accident were
modified.
He suggested that at

exceeded 30 ph, thus  Jeast the last two coaches
of evel
ections. of lhe coaches ing train  should have
from th relative-  crash-worthy and injury-
Iy Bowes spe free feat The layout of
Seating-cum-1
ches should be modi-

ginally meant to collapse
and absorb kinetic energy.
modifica-

specifications, Mr. Saxena
2500 that all the coaches in-

portion to the two ends of
the coach.

The inve: officer
also noted that a dead loco-
motive had been attached

motives were stiff-

higher | I(Lnenc nergy of




Net direct tax collections
exceed 2023-24 target

Tax kitty grew thanks to a surge in personal income tax; uptick in net tax collections by the

year-end was driven by it and securities transaction tax, while net corporate tax kitty shrank

Vikas Dhoot
NEW DELHI

ndia’s net direct tax
l collections grew 17.7%
in 2023-24 to hit ¥19.58
lakh crore, marginally sur-
passing the revised esti-
mates for the year, thanks
to a surge in personal in-
come tax whose share of
the tax Kkitty rose to 53.3%
from 50.06% in the pre-
vious year while corporate
taxes’ contribution dipped
t0 46.5% from 49.6%.
Provisional data re-
leased by the Finance Mi-
nistry on Sunday also
showed that the uptick in
net tax collections over the
final fortnight of the finan-
cial year was driven by per-
sonal income tax (PIT) and
securities transaction tax
(STT) collections, while the
net corporate tax Kitty
shrank a little.

PIT and STT receipts al-
so grew at almost double
the pace of corporate taxes
last year.

As of March 17, net di-
rect taxes had risen 19.88%
to 18.9 lakh crore, with
PIT and STT accounting for
51.4% of the receipts and
corporate tax yielding
¥9.14 lakh crore.

By March 31, PIT and
STT inflows had increased

Revenue surge

India's net direct tax collections for FY 2023-24 reached
%19.58 lakh crore, marking a 17.70% increase over the
previous fiscal year's ¥16.64 lakh crore

“1Personal income tax

constituted 53.3% of the total
net direct tax collection while
corporate taxes formed 46.5%

IThe provisional figures
exceeded both the Budget
estimates (BE) and revised
estimates (RE) by 7.40% and

by 73,000 crore, lifting
their full-year tally to
%10.44 lakh crore.
Although gross corpo-
rate tax collections in-
creased from 10.98 lakh
crore as of March 17 to
¥11.32 lakh crore by the
close of the financial year,
the net tax receipts from
corporates, calculated af-
ter adjusting for refunds,
dropped from %9.14 lakh

0.67%, respectively

“INet personal income tax
collections (including STT)
amounted to ¥10.44 lakh crore,
showing a growth of 25.23%

_INet corporate tax collections
amounted to %9.11 lakh crore,
showing a growth of 10.26%

crore on March 17 to %9.11
lakh crore.

The gross direct tax kit-
ty for 2023-24 stood at
%23.37 lakh crore, reflect-
ing a growth of 18.5% over
the ¥19.72 lakh crore tally
in 2022-23.

Of this, gross PIT and
STT receipts accounted for
%12.01 lakh crore, rising
376,000 crore between
March 17 and 31.




DIRECT TAX MOP-UP
IN FY24 (3 trillion)*

Budget Revised .
Estimate  Estimate Achlevement

18.23 [ 19.45( 19.58

911 10.44
3.79
Corporate' Personal | Refunds

tax income tax

10.26 25.25" | (2275
Change on year (%)

*After refund
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Incarme Tax
1T%

Union Excise
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T

Corporalion Tax
18%

|Rupee Goes To|
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Expeandiline
10%

Canlral Secior
Schermeas
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Cosmmission amd
Dither Transens
107%
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Recaipts
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20%
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10%
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Amid avian flu fears,
Alappuzha reports
deaths of more birds

£
Members of ragid response teams engaged
Friday. sPecas

in culling ducks at

ALAPPUZHA

Amid fears of avian flu

rom Muttar and Aml
puthz North in Alappuzha
Dlsrnc! Antmal Husban-

puzha
chickéns of the total 650 in
a poultry farm had per-
ished

uring the period.

“Following bird deaths,
we collected samples from
two places and sent them
to the Avian Disease Diag-
nostic Labon at Thiru-
walla for testing. The tests

bor:

Animal Diseases (NIHSAD)
in Bhopal for final confir-
mation.. dis-
patched to Bhopal on Mon-
day and the results are

can only be declared after
confirmation

Over 17480 birds,

mostly ducks, within
a one-km radius of
bird flu hotspots,

were culled earlier

NIHSAD. He said Muttar
and North

Congress must introspect upon its
political stance, says Sitaram Yechury

LDF and CPIOM) have been the most consistent

The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

ommunist Party of
india (Marxist) [CP1

rendra Modi.

On the other hand, the
Congress that has re
in its fight against Bharati-

ya Janata Party (BIP) has
Dicn accusing the Left

collaborating with the rul-

had been under surveil-
lance following the bird flu
outbreaks at Edathua and
Cheruthana last week.

Surveillance up
After the presence of the
HSN1 subtype of th
Do A it s e
firmed in ducks of three
farmers — one at Edathua
grama panchayat (Ward 1)
and two at Cheruthana
panchayat (Ward 3) — rapld
response teams of the Ani-

Democratic Front (UDF)
to introspect upon its polit-
ical stance in combating
communal forces.

Inan

sition to Prime Minister Narendra Modi: the Congress has wavered in
its fight against the ruling party. those who feared arrests hanve been leaving the Congress to join the BIP. the leader says

y Swtaram

20 Congress: Inader Balud
Gandhi's “demand” to
rest Chief Minister Punrayl
Viayan. Mr. Yechury said,
are mviting Naren-
dra Mod! to harass and ar.
rest the Chief Minister of
Kerala. As far as arrests are
concerned. remember In-
Qen Candhd arsexied all of
us including Pinarayi Vi-
Jayan. He was jailed and
tortured. We are not afraid
of being arrested. Many of
our had been

¥ an LDF campaign
marcyred while in jail~
Mr. said that

The former Chief Minis-
ters of Maharashtra and

T shok

and Ghulam Nabl Azad

respectively.
Mr. Yechury blamed the

National Al

Suncay.

liance (NDA)'s polictes for
worsening economic in-
equaliies in the country.

“The poor are becoming
poorer and the rich richer.
The ed wealth of
the t0p 10 richest persons

reased by 2%,

e hot of the

These are the two Indias
has created.

nexus, and the other for

way for the st level of
e in  the
country since Indepen-

don. the real wages of the
have stagnated
The fast 10 vears. The Cen
tral government’s statistics
itself have revealed that
hav

A.P. CM attack
case: accused
has 2 different
dates of birth

VIAYAWADA

'he main accused in the
stone-throwing  Incident

Andhra  Pradesh
Chief Minister ¥.S. jJagan
Mohan Reddy has two dif-
ferent dates of birth on

— one issued by
1 and the other
Aadhaar

stone at the Chief Minister
duri laster’s election
campaign in Vijayawada

According to_his birth
certificate, Mr. Satish Ku-
mar was born on October

14, However, the
date of birth in his Aadhaar
card il 14, 2006.

officers

One. or the
and

When against Kerala, Modi and Rahul speak in one voice: CM

maostly ducks, thin KASARAGOD
km radius of bird flu
hotspots on April 19. Chief Minister Pinarayi Vi-
e n s Vi< an has rebutted Prime
rus can Minister

humans. The Health d.e
partment has tightene;
e vtaive soae ) eamit

people to maintain cau-
tion. Surveillance has been
strengthened within a 10-
km radius of the hotspots.

Modi's

government, Labelling
thern as baseless.

an lnlm1ew o a

WS l:ha Mr. Modi

tificate or academic certifi-
cates.
They produced

rayi Vijayan government fs i a public meetingheldas  suggesting that the Opposi- ﬂ\e States and not adher- | a judicial remand for 14
defeating even the politi-  part of the election cam- attacks are driven by to  Constitutional “We are mvest
clans ks tesie OF . palgn for e Lalt Dano- fesr rather than facts. He how and from where Sat-
family coatic Frant canilidas MV, used both Mr. Modi and “Mr. Modi and Mr. | ish Kum. o get
He had sandhi of spreading  Gandhi have un same dhaar card with a dif-
about the Involvement of  in the Kasaragod Lok Sab-  falschoods about Kerals  voloe hen king | ferent date of birth.” an of-
he Chilek Mintatex s Officn constituency on Sun-  and em) State's  against Kerala. The Prime | ficer sasd.

the gold thebasisof low corruption levels, Minister is trying to cover Meanwhile, the NTR
Despite allegations of Inac-  these dlatms, J the up the ofthe | police
tion, Mr. Modi assured an  evidence. ty of the Prime Minister's  State with lies. He is lying | released Vemula Durga
independent inquiry. He the fa- also criticised  while sitting in charge of | Rao, suspect in the

ng to M. Mo-  vourable” poliical land-  Mr. Modi for allegedly re-  the NITI Aayog,” M= Vi- | case, late on Saturday after

di's remarks, Mr. Vijayan,  scape for the left in Kerala, ducing tax allocations to  jayan said. thorough questioning.

In devot!on

Paying obeisance: Members of the

a religious

an Mahair Jaysnti in

“Table placed at entrance of temple in
Mandya to bar entry of Dalit devotees’

The Hindu Burean

MYSURD
The centuries-old Beeresh-
wara Sw; ple In
Mxndy Cheeranahalli

the
ing a hurdle for devotees.

shan. The official directed

agamnst
the priest and take action if
they are true.

o com-

ing
plaints of misuse of dona-
tions to the temple, the Ad-

Atableis placed ot the temple in Mand) ditional Deputy
e . sPecwL directed
e Tahaitdar e

said the priest had placed a plaint, Additional Deputy that a team of Revenue De-
table across e entrance Con sstoner of n the

allegedly to deny entry to
Dal ix had resulted
in creating hurdles for all
devotees.

In response to the com-

wrote to the Tahsildar of
Mandya on April I7, to take
steps to ensure that all de-
votees visiting the temple
enjoy equal rights for dar-

them to the temple’s sav-
ings bank account.

PMO trying to stop investments
in all southern States: Revanth

BENGALURU

Al political parties have
their own unique DNA and
ce “an-

ad
f Minister A.
Revanth Reddy on Sunday,
alleging thar there were
even ts to scuttle in-
\esunenu in States

South by direct interven-
tion of the Prime Minister's

A Revanth Reddy

crimination” against the

kev portfolios s el as

i ey If any ool
tional company tries to , in-
vest in any South
S

Genied to snulh Indians.
~In the BIP . there
s no need to grve much im-
porance to South Indian
adership. They think no-
will

Vice-President, Speaker or
r party presidents

are all rmm North India,”

pointed out, ar-

been a better balance whe-
never dve Congress is in
power. tion s

the party dares speak up.
Anyone growing a litle
strong Is sent home ™

“Won't cross 220"
Predicting that the EIP
would not cross 220 seats

Uncertainty over Mass liturgy continues
to haunt Syro-Malabar Church in Kerala

KocH!

The Mass liturgy divide in
the Syro-Malabar Church

has deepened and uncer-
tainty concl.nues to grip the
Church with a large rebel

group of lay people and
priests in the Ernakulam-

as a liturgical variant .
Inic
Outside the larges

Malabar fold, the rebel
group wants to form a
church ommunion

‘with Rome, bul outs! the
Syro-Malabar hierarchy, to

and three

In.u
do,” he said.
“How many Ministers of
Cabinet rank are from
South India in this -
mentz... President and

from
or four from Telangana,
Andhra Pradesh may be
one, there is nothing else
coming from the entire
South,” he said.

ntrast to a synod dikrat
% follow the unified Mass

Members of the Syro-Malabar
Acctiioowia dusing » protest
against rebel pri

in which the ce)ebum
faced the altar during

consecration of the Excha-
rists, but nurned to people
at the introductory and -
nal blessings. The group's
stand was made

The full people- ﬁmmg
Mass is the only choice be-
said

The statement also sald
thar aroond 200 pelests

fore the
group spokesman at
the o ot e | presbyteri-
um. ~Nothing else is possi-
ble.” said the statement Is-
sued by senior priest Jose

and e support of
otar oF 450 Tor hE rebel
cause.

Statement against rebel

Nandini to
Sponsor two
cricket teams
in World Cup

BENGALURU

Get ready to see the Nandi-
ni logo on the Jerseys of
Scotland and  Ireland

na (Diocesan Pro-
tection Forum).

imed  th
priests were irked by a
claim o .

cally clear on Friday after a
meeting of the assembly of

priests (preg:yx
-

that action will be taken
agaiast those who refused
to follow the synod dika

ty (unmed Foramn for P no~
tection of

during the ICC
Mens T20 World Cup
hleh will b hekiin Jme.
Feder-

e i e iy

od cause of unified Mass,

said that the church auth-
ities should

ki dal.ry coopera-
tive from the State, will be
sponsoring the two teams
in the

n
10 the opposition ratsed by
the rebel group on Mass is-
sues.

A statement from the
group appealed to the re-
bels not to wait for appro-
val of Rome. but to get owt

Syro-Malabar
Church as they were not in
favour of obeying the or-
ders of the church authori-

tes.
D

- Zour brand name and
will appear on the

1ead arm of the Jerseys of
be

drinks during the World
Cup,” M. K. Jagadish, ma-
naging director, KMF, .

Amx




Nandini to
Sponsor two

cricket teams
in World Cup

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Get ready to see the Nandi-
ni logo on the jerseys of
Scotland and Ireland
cricketers during the ICC
Men’s T20 World Cup
which will be held in June.
The Karnataka Milk Feder-
ation, the dairy coopera-
tive from the State, will be
sponsoring the two teams
in the competition.

“Our brand name and
logo will appear on the
lead arm of the jerseys of
the players. We will also be
running various social me-
dia and advertisement
campaigns in association
with the teams. We also
want to launch whey-based
drinks during the World
Cup,” M. K. Jagadish, ma-
naging director, KMF, said.

A INY



Karnataka Milk Federation

Trade name Nandini

Native name 3Boce38 JDFT HoeN

eVSYIBT 2,B,E3
Company Cooperative
type
Industry Dairy
Founded 1974

Headquarters Bangalore, Hassan,
Karnataka, India

Key people Jayanth y (President)

Products Milk, curd, ghee, butter,
paneer, cheese, milk powder,
sweets, chocolates, ice
cream, frozen desserts

Owner Ministry of Cooperation,
Government of Karnataka

Parent Government of Karnataka
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KCR to intensify
election campaign
with daily roadshows

HYDERASAD

Bharat Rashtra Samithi

. The paign -
duled to begin on April 24
al on May 0.

e Souies CHkeT Mikisle:
ter 1s planning to cover al
ok bt Costeacrdien
in his roadshows except

being preferred instead of

Ramagundam o
Mancherial on May 4, Jag-

Congress accuses Modi of
resortnlg to ‘hate speechy’

manifesto stated that if the

lles about lu. nu.mfegu RAhI.l.l says Modi i

Corgress

party comes to power,
s will the
amount of gold that moth-

nial-

2 Kharge
St Satrs in Madhya Pradesh on Sundsy. ANI

3 public meeting

about opponents were the

(.E\;\ppocn(ed

Congress blames
Modi-led govt. for
wage loss, inflation

NEW DELML

The Congress on Sunday
alleged that workers suf-

one
you are spreading lies in
the name of Hindu-Mus-
lim. 1 challenge the Prime
Minister to show us if there

fered wage
loss_under the

Rate Index. “Between 20
and 2023, real wages rnr ia-
ers have stagn:
With clear declines in reai
wages in Modi-11,~ .
Quoting the Ministry of

Modi regime in the last 10

tion.
Blaming Prime Minister
Modi for the decline in
worker w:

Statistics at a Glance’, the
former Minister said that

governm,
Wages for agricuimral ta-
bourers grew at 6.8% each

and 2022 across all em-

public meetings for better ers and sisters have, get in-  on X, said the Prime Minis- vayamsevak Sangh-Bha- pointment of the first | 10 years ago. “ types —
outreach. mu on May S, Mzarnabad formation abou( u and ter had delivered the “hate  ratiyva Janata Party (RSS-  phase of polling and that's | tion of slow workers, casual workers,
On the first day, Mr. Rao May 6, nd | then speech” after realising BJP} combine that Mr. Mo-  why he is diverting atten- | and back-breaking infla- and self-emploved work-
s likely to hold = Yoadibow  Medak on May 7, Narsapur perty”. Mr. Modn added the INDIA bloc had won  di has imbibed. “In the his-  tion from people’s issues™_ < pre-  ers.
at Miryalgu make a and Palandmeru on May B, that “as the the first T of India, no Prime Con- cedented decline in real He also sald that invest-
halc ar Sury‘ape( fol- Auy o and Singh government had e Mr. Kharge alleged that  Minister has lowered the s revolutionary ma- © adjusted for —ment as a percentage o
a roadshow in  Sircilla and Siddi] earlier. Muslims have the lying for power a his post as much  nifesto has com- | price rise).” he said, citing  the GDP came down in the
Bhongir on April 25, Maha- May 100 first right to = ing as Modi ji has,~ the 3 dhi . Lal Bureau’s Wage last ten years.
Siddaramaiah | Big basker

calls Prime
Minister Modi
a ‘nalayvak

BENGALURL

Calling Prime Minister Na.
rendra Modi

Cinciess, Karnataka Chier
Minister Siddaramaiah on
Sunday asked voters if they
should vote for such a

person.
“He[Mr.  Modi]
el

youth by promising
two crore jobs. When jobs

election mlly in the State's
Kolar Lok consti-

Heady Brews: Workees on the way to pluck tes leaves on the outskirts of

Curacabrati on Suriay. Aaen o prodices nemty T lakh metic
Praw"

tuency. tonnes of tea annually and accounts for around half of the country’s overall tea production. =TU RAS
- - - - -
Indiais a top-ter security partmner: Australia
“Australia will continue  sets om the specific de- statement from the Austra-  relationships with parmers
NEW DELHI to support India’s key role  fenc Han gor said across Southeast Asia and
In the region by increasing  will ivest in to give effect India is & ~top tier~ se-  the Pacific, as well as in the
Sl b 2 Sl sy’ et et complexity  to the NDS. Indian an and North

our defence <coopera-
fon, The will

As per this, the Albanese

re-
and

o seek
Tles with Mdia to. deive
and mul

tilateral de-

$330 billion for the IIP over
the decade to 2033-34. Ad-
ding other ccx nes

fence
and information sharing,~
the NDS released on April
17 said.
The 2024 Integrated In-
uey

curity partner for Austra-
Ha, Australian envoy in In-
dia Philip Green sasd on X.
~Under the 2024 National

Animal rights campaigners,
experts rally behind govt’s
breed-specific ban on dogs

NEW DELIL

After six different
Courts across India dec!
ed to either nullify or sus-
pend the Centre’s circular
Last

pmhnmmg
. and sel

Accordng to PETA, pit buls 2nd

related breeds are among dogs
<commeniy abandoned in ind

the Ministry's initiative.
e

ponsibly almed to stop pit
bull-type breeds from be
ing torn apart in illegal

give an opporeuntty to all
o raise

ships with Japan and India.
wiall

helr abjections before It
came out with a fresh
circula;

asa propornon or

Gross D
Srojacted o pise v abound
2.4% by 203334 — up to
©0.3% higher than the
.4 by

and

tion, defence industry op-
portuni and informa-
tion g

was also released which

the former

will also mwvest
our

n

Eight years in the making, Kashmir’s magic carpet is a marvel

At least 30

the carpet. 200 .n’nsan.s returned to the

NAGAR

he famous
T Hazratbal dargah
in Srinagar is

to unroll the intricate marvel, which wei

rade. over

and features over three crore kno
pandemic and dilution of Art

such as

“At least 30 people are

intricate marvel s 72 ft in
length and 40 ft in width,
wed 1, . A
features over three crore

0 unrol
anrpel 1t would uke 3035
profe washers 1o

Gecal with the carpet on a

Iy basis,” Zahoor
Ahmad Shah. owner of

ir and Sons, told
Tlhe Finndu.

Samples of water from
the nearby Dal lake have
been sent for testing to the
Indian Institute of Carpet
Srinagar.

d\e e will not harm
YT Shah said.

Bix and beautiful:
CArDEt SPECIAL ARRPANGENENT

Mr. Shah's com;

the dilution of Article 3 370
and the pandemic

Aetisans spent clght yeaes to complete the large

T is woven

e

accomplish the feat.” Mr.
Shah said.
He said that around 200
sans who had

in the time it took to weave
ide 370

-producing States in

to other professions
resurned to the trade for

ustry
Kashmir and poor waggs
are

of the Grand Lalit Hotel in
Srinagar. This Is a
revival

other professions. 1
believe that

for Kashmir's carpet

like

this can rekindle hope,”
5.

and to protect

unstoppable  we: i
PETA said ina sra(emen( It
added that 50 mi

b i oo it o

Gauri Maulekhi. a pro-
minent animal welfare act-
yist and erustee of People
for ndia-

i Bt e,

nerwork of 26 animal hos-

ban
in terms of its implementa-
tion, so it doesn't lead to

increased abandonment or
harass mers.

ment of pet ow

Opposing arguments.
People who had chal-
lenged the circular before
Courts ar-
gued. i tackeet Stertir
was devoid of

framework or research-

sy o de-
fine what constituted a “fe-
rocious breed” and how
the selected breeds fit this
classification. v
stated  that enforcing
breed-specific legislation
can be . espe-
cially when determining a

Violence not limited
to guns and daggers:
Sonam Wangchuk

BENGALURU

lhe understanding of vio-

nce should not be limited

to just guns and dageers.
Environmental chaile:

lead to the slow death of

the elderly. the birds, and

form of violencez™ ed
Sonam W . an envi-
Ladakh,

rommentaliss mrom
who is also popular as the
inspiration for the Bolly-
wood movie 3 Idiots, at a
protest in Freedom Park

luru, he said: “Oul' laws are
ocutdated. We about
d\e right to life, bul we do
clude slow poisoning
With air pollution as a fac-
We need to redefine
tion

Decentralisation pitch

more control over their
land ™

Amex




India is a top-tier security partner: Australia

Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

India is a top-tier security
partner for Australia, stat-
ed its new National De-
fence Strategy-2024 re-
leased last week, and
through the Comprehen-
sive Strategic Partnership
between Australia and In-
dia, the government is con-
tinuing to prioritise practi-
cal and tangible
cooperation that directly
contributes to Indo-Pacific
stability.

“Australia will continue
to support India’s key role
in the region by increasing
the depth and complexity
of our defence coopera-
tion. The government will
continue to seek opportun-
ities with India to drive
practical bilateral and mul-
tilateral cooperation, de-
fence industry cooperation
and information sharing,”
the NDS released on April
17 said.

The 2024 Integrated In-
vestment Programme (IIP)
was also released which

sets out the specific de-
fence capabilities Australia
will invest in to give effect
to the NDS.

As per this, the Albanese
government has allocated
$330 billion for the IIP over
the decade to 2033-34. Ad-
ding other commitments
announced, the defence
funding as a proportion of
Gross Domestic Product is
projected to rise to around
2.4% by 2033-34 — up to
0.3% higher than the
spending trajectory set by
the former government, a

statement from the Austra-
lian government said.

India is a “top tier” se-
curity partner for Austra-
lia, Australian envoy in In-
dia Philip Green said on X.
“Under the 2024 National
Defence Strategy, Australia
will support India’s role in
our region and seek to
drive practical bilateral
and multilateral coopera-
tion, defence industry op-
portunities and informa-
tion sharing.”

Australia will also invest
in deepening our defence

relationships with partners
across Southeast Asia and
the Pacific, as well as in the
Indian Ocean and North
Asia regions, the NDS said.
“This includes continuing
to expand our partner-
ships with Japan and India.
Australia will also continue
to work closely with like-
minded partners outside
the Indo-Pacific, including
key European nations.”

The NDS also noted that
the risk of a conflict is in-
creasing, including on the
border with India.



« Cooperation in QUAD
* Both India and Australia are members of Quad.

e Maritime Domain Awareness (MDA). subsurface domain
awareness. and anti-submarine warfare have been major focus

areas for the Quad.
e In information sharina. the Ouad’s Indo-Pacific MDA or IPMDA is

currently in the implementation phase.
« [IPMDA is a technoloav and trainina initiative to increase
maritime domain awareness in the Indo-Pacific region.

« It was introduced at the Tokyo summit in 2022.



 Bilateral cooperation
 India and Australia signed a Mutual Logistics Support agreement
in 2020.
* The two Navies sianed the ‘Joint Guidance for the India-Australia
Navy to Navy Relationship’ document in August 2021.

e Australia also has a Liaison Officer at the Indian Navv's
Information Fusion Centre for the Indian Ocean Region.




 Several firsts in 2023 in bilateral defence cooperation

» There have been several firsts this year in bilateral defence
cooperation:

* the maiden visit of an Indian Navy submarine to Australia;
» Canberra hosting the Malabar naval exercise; and

» Indian Navy Dornier and Air Force C-130 visiting Cocos Keeling
island.
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WHEN IN POWER, THEY SAID MUSLIMS HAVE FIRST RIGHT: PM IN RAJASTHAN

PM on Muslims: Cong will give your
wealth to those with more children’

Opp INDIA bloc leaders Priyanka Chaturvedi. Kalpana Soren. Sanjay Si Bhagwant Mann,
Yadav, Ch ol g n:w::ﬂ:ammmhLSundzyl'n

Kharge: What PM said is hate speech,
our manifesto talks of justice for all

Rest in Peace...Election Commission of India: TN Minister

MANOJCG
NEW/DELFa APRIL 21

TERMING PRIME Minister
Narendra Modi's remarks as
“hate speech™, the Congress oa
Sunday said it was -a well
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have not {4"{“ given to infiltrators, do you agree to it?”
-~ IN KHARGE pefiia adhikar Mesabmano ko hai
CONBRESS PRESDENT PARUL KULSHRESTHA Iska matlab, ye sampati ikarthi
PAGE 14 & HAMZA KHAN karke kisko hoatenge? finke Zyuda
CJATUR APRIL21  beacche hain, sk boaterge, Shtss-
fsiyon ko bootenge. Kya oapii
Fehae it faarmayi ka potsa ghies-
- rh o

Peru-based M

whes e 1
top potato = ress ywvers i POwer.
ASodti said thatthe they had sasd Muslims
research Congress, if vored to have the first right to the
powwer clistribose the DECISION = 'd -

mation’s wealth among Z0=. means they will distril
ccntrc to SCt “mnfiltrators™ I -~ this wealth to those
up India \Virlg wiho have mkktai - Wwiso have more cfs -

e oty be given to indil

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHL APRIL 21

SEVEN YEARS after China got 2
Heglanatcenere of Redts -baced

Enternational Potaso Centes (CIPL
e prermler researchs fordavel:
Opment organisation with focus.
cn potato and India

S €1 1o Zet 2 simslar cengre. The

agenda of the Ministry of
Agriculture armers
WWelfare, which s beirg prepared
foe the new government to be

thons and a formal agreement
wiill be signed after approval
Erom the U
The Ag istry s
Bearnt to have forwarded the
o to set up the CIP-SARC
fo  the Committee = on

Rajamhsers Ranmamen.fie e,
i sarfar ehi. tmhone
Koatan £her et che<h ki scampeaes per

thought-out ploy™ 1o divert peo-—
ple by the

“panic™ and ~disappointment™

owves the first phase of the or
ing bha elections. The
. irs pnanif “has no

eguality and justice for all.

INSIDE
AT INDIA BLOC RALLY
RANC FmSON

ESTS
AND KEJRIWAL e o

In his speech in Rajasthan,
Mo claimed that the Congress's
manifesto talks about taking
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SECTION 70 OF PMLA

Liquor case: ED
set to file new
chargesheet,
may name AAP

Kejriwal among new names likely;
unprecedented step misuse of law to
decimate political party: Singhvi
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NEW DELHL APRE 21

THE ENFORCEMENT Disectorate
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WHEN THE Bharat Jodo Nyay
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at Mumbai's Shivaji Park on
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CLOSELY WATCHED BY INDIA, CHINA AMID REGIONAL POWER DYNAMICS

With over 60 seats, Muizzu party secures
landslide winin Maldives Parliament polls

Polls seen as litmus test for pro-Beijing President; party wins all big cities in blow to opposition

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MALE, APRIL 21

MALDIVIAN PRESIDENT
Mohamed Muizzu has secured a
“supermajority” in Parliament by
winningover 60 seats inSunday's
crucial parliamentary election,
seen as a litmus test for the pro-
Beijing politician whose policies
are being closely watched by both
India and China amidst regional
power dynamics.

According to information re-
leased by the Elections
Commission (EC), 207,693 peo-
ple cast their ballots as of 5:00
pm local time, making for a voter
turnout of 72.96 per cent. This in-
cludes 104,826 menand 102,867
women. A total of 284,663 peo-
ple were eligible to vote to elect
lawmakers for 93 constituencies
in the 20th People’s Majlis.

w .
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At a polling station in Male on Sunday. AP

Atotal of 368 candidates were
in the fray, including 130 inde-
pendent candidates.

According to preliminary re-
sults, PNC secured over 60 con-
stituencies accounting for al-
most two-thirds of the
parliament, it said.

As per the trends, the PNC led
by Muizzu bagged 67 seats, fol-
lowed by Maldivian Democratic
Party (MDP) at 12 seats and
Independents won 10 seats.
Maldives Development Alliance
(MDA)and Jumhooree Party (JP)
got one each. The Democrats,

Maldives
President
Mohamed
Muizu

Maldives National Party (MNP)
and Adhaalath Party (AP) are yet
to open their accounts.

The main ruling PNC secured
all cities across the Maldives, in a
major loss to the main opposition
MDP, which had dominated the
cities in previous elections.
Preliminary results show that PNC
secured the majority of the seats
in Male City, Addu City and
Fuvahmulah City. The Democrats,
founded by former President
Mohamed Nasheed, and candi-
dates endorsed by former
President Abdulla Yameen Abdul
Gayoom have not secured any

seats, according to media reports.

A total of 602 ballot boxes
were set up in the Maldives and
three other countries for the par-
liamentary election. Polling sta-
tions were also openin 34 resorts,
prisons, and other industrial is-
lands. The countries in which bal-
lot boxes were placed for voting
are Thiruvananthapuramin India,
Colombo in Sri Lanka and Kuala
Lumpur in Malaysia,
psmnews.mv reported.

The election is crucial for
Muizzu, seen as a pro-China
politician, as justa few days ahead
of the polls, the opposition par-
ties demanded a probe and im-
peachment of the president fol-
lowing a leaked report of his
alleged corruption from 2018, a
charge dismissed by him. Besides,
since Muizzu came to office, law-
makers have blocked three of his
nominees to the cabinet.



Founded 22 December 1932
(established)
12 January 1933!"] (first
session)

New session August 2023
started

Leadership

Speaker Mohamed Aslam, MDP
since 13 November 2023

Deputy Speaker Ahmed Saleem, MDP

Majority Leader Mohamed Rasheed
Hussain, MDP

Minority Leader Moosa Siraj, PNC

Structure

Seats 93 [2]

80

Political groups Majority (41)
MDP (41)
Minority (31)
2 PNC (16)
Ll PPM (2)
DEM (13)
Others (8)
Bre
IND (4)
MDA (2)




WitH EACH WEEK, JUNTA’S FORCES ABANDON MORE OUTPOSTS

Resistance forces now‘ control over half of Myanmar’s territory

HANNAH BEECH
& WEIYICAI
APRIL 21

MYANMAR’S MILITARY staged a
coup in 2021, strangling demo-
cratic reforms and jailing much
of the country’s civilian leader-
ship. Three years on, the
Southeast Asian nationis teeter-
ing on the brink of failed state-
hood. Insurgent groups, includ-
ing pro-democracy forces and
ethnic militias, are battling the
junta’s soldiers. Tens of thou-
sands of people have been killed,
and millions more are displaced.

The resistance now controls
more than half of Myanmar’s
territory.

The fighting, in forests and

towns across Myanmar, gets lit-
tle of the international attention
claimed by the conflicts in
Ukraine and Gaza. Yet a decade
ago, this nation wedged be-
tween India and China was
touted as a rare example of a
country peacefully transitioning
from military dictatorship to-
ward democratic rule.

The army putschended anyil-
lusion of political progress.
Myanmar has returned to a mili-
tary reign of terror and the frac-
tured reality of civil war. The law-
lessness that thrives in conflict
areas has radiated outward, with
transnational crime networks us-
ing Myanmar as a base.

Acommon goal of overthrow-
ing the junta has led to unity be-
tween pro-democracy militias

Soldiers from 8th Battalion of the Karenni Nationalities
Defense Force, an armed insurgent group in February. NYyT

and armed ethnic groups.
Together, these resistance forces
have claimed significant territory
from the Myanmar military. On
April 11, they captured a key bor-
der town from the junta’s forces,
their biggest victory yet.

More than 20 militias repre-
senting various ethnic minori-
ties have been fighting for auton-
omy for decades. Some of these
insurgent groups control terri-
tory in Myanmar’s resource-rich
periphery.

Tens of thousands of young
people — among them doctors,
actors, lawyers, teachers, mod-
els, Buddhist monks, D.J.s and
engineers — escaped from the
junta-held cities and formed
more than 200 People’s Defense
Forces, pledging allegiance to the

shadow government. Often
trained by the ethnic militias, the
People’s Defense Forces (PDF) is
now fighting in more than 100
townships across the country.
Since an alliance of three eth-
nic armies, backed by the PD.E,
began an offensive on Oct. 27, the
resistance has gained significant
ground. Rebels now control
much of Myanmar’s border re-
gion, including a strategic trad-
ing town that was captured on
April 11. A few days later, they
fired rockets at the nation’s top
military academy. Some of the
fighting is taking place within
striking distance of Naypyidaw,
the bunkered capital that the
generals built early this century.
This year could be a turning
point in Myanmar’s war, military

analysts say. With each week, the
junta’s forces abandon more out-
posts. Myanmar’s military is over-
stretched and underprovisioned.
Even at the best of times, its
biggest asset has been numbers,
notexpertise.In February, the mil-
itary brought in a draft, signaling
its desperation for fresh recruits.

By the end of last year, more
than 2.6 million people had been
driven from their homes in a
country of about 55 million, ac-
cording to the United Nations
human rights office. Nearly
600,000 of those internally dis-
placed people fled after the
fighting intensified in October.
More than 18 million people are
indesperate need of humanitar-
ian aid, according to the United
Nations. NYT




Capital Naypyidaw[a]

(s 21°00'N 96°00°E
Largest city Yangon(®!
Official language Burmese

Recognised regional

Chin - Kachin * Karen

Formation

* Pagan Kingdom

* Toungoo dynasty

» Konbaung dynasty

» Annexation by
Britain

* Independence
from the United
Kingdom

* 1962 coup d'état

» Renamed from

23 December 849
16 October 1510
29 February 1752
1 January 1886

4 January 1948

2 March 1962
18 June 1989

languages!'! * Kayah - Mon -
Rakhine + Shan

Ethnic groups 68% Bamar

(2018/2II3]) 9% Shan
7% Karen
4% Rakhine
3% Chinese
2% Indians
2% Mon
5% other

Religion 87.9% Buddhism
(official)[4]

6.2% Christianity
4.3% Islam
1.6% other’®l

Demonym(s) Burmese - Myanma
6]

Government Unitary assembly-
independent republic
under a military junta

* President Myint Swe (acting)
* SAC Chairman Min Aung Hlaing
and Prime
Minister
* SAC Vice Soe Win[C]

Chairman and
Deputy Prime
Minister

Legislature

State Administration
Council

"Burma" to
"Myanmar"
« Dissolution of 30 March 2011
military
government
» 2021 coup d'état 1 February 2021
Area
« Total 676,579 km?
(261,229 sq mi) (39th)
» Water (%) 3.06
Population
+ 2022 estimate 57,526,449!1%] (26th)
* Density 196.8/sq mi
(76.0/km?) (125th)
GDP (PPP) 2023 estimate
- Total A $277.767 billion[ ']
(64th)
« Per capita A $5,124011] (146th)
GDP (nominal) 2023 estimate
- Total A $74.861 billion !
(90th)
« Per capita A $1,381[11] (167th)
Gini (2017) v 30.712]
HDI (2022) A 0.608(12
medium (144th)

Currency

Kyat (K) (MMK)




Areas of Ethnic Militant
Activity in Myanmar
,...v:“;;;;;mcha!
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«Mandalay

MYANMAR

Naypyidawx

Yangon.

Andaman

Sea

MILITANT GROUPS AND
NUMBER OF TROOPS

UWSA (United Wa State Army):
30,000 troops, 10,000 reservists

KIA (Kachin Independence Army):
10,000 troops, 10,000 reservists

RCSS (Restoration Council of Shan
State): 8,000+ troops

SSPP (Shan State Progress Party):
8,000+ troops

KNU (Karen National Union):
5,000+ troops

TNLA (Ta'ang National Liberation
Army): 4,500+ troops

NDAA-ESS (National Democratic
Alliance Army-Eastern Shan State):
4,500+ troops

MNDAA (Myanmar National
Democratic Alliance Army):
2,000 troops

DKBA (Democratic Karen
Benevolent Army): 1,500+ troops

NMSP (New Mon State Party):
800+ troops, 2,000 reservists

KNPP (Karenni National
Progressive Party): 600+ troops

NSCN-K (National Socialist Council
I of Nagaland-Khaplang):
<500 troops

PNLO (Pa-O National Liberation
Organization): 400+ troops

CNF (Chin National Front):
200+ troops

KNO-B (Kuki National
Organization-Burma): 200+ troops

KNU/KNLA-PC (Karen National
Union/Karen National Liberation
Army-Peace Council): <200 froops

ALP (Arakan Liberation Party):
60-100 troops



THESTORY OF INDELIBLE INK, A
LASTING SYMBOL OF ELECTIONS

RISHIKA SINGH
NEW DELHI, APRIL 21

AS FRIDAY marked the first phase of the
Lok Sabha elections, the classic symbol of
Indian polls was under the spotlight again
—alefthand withitsindex finger extended,
marked by purple-black indelible ink.
Mysore Paints & Varnish Ltd, owned by
the Karnataka government, which is the
sole manufacturer of the ink in India, told
DD News that around 26.5 lakh phials or
small bottles (with acapacity of 10ml each)
would be made for this election cycle.

Why is the ink required?
The indelible ink was first manufac-
tured at the Election Commission of
India’s request by the Council of Scientific
& Industrial Research. The MyGov web-
site says, “It was to counter the challenge
of fraudulent voting” that research work
on formulating the ink beganin
the 1950s by scientists. Later,the  — (4
National Research Development
Corporation patented it.

Voters after casting votes for the Lok
Sabha polls, in Nagpur, on Friday. P11

index finger would be marked with theink.

The RoPA also speaks of rules being for-
mulated “for prohibiting the delivery of
any ballot paper” to anyone havinga mark.

An ECI report on the first general elec-
tions (1951-52) said the ink was applied
with a glass rod. A total, 3,89,816 phials
were supplied to the states for Rs 2,27,460.
The mark was made on the base
of the forefinger until the 1962
general elections, after which it
was made above the root of the

Mysore Paints & Varnish Ltd nail on the skin.
has been licensed to manufac-
ture the ink and has beenin the DECISION What makes it indelible?
business since 1962. It was es- Indelible ink contains silver

tablished in 1937 by Nalwadi

Krishnaraja Wodeyar, the
Mabharaja of Mysore.
How long hasitbeenin use?

The Representation of the People Act
(RoPA) of 1951 mentions the ink. Section
61 states that rules may be made under
the Act “for the marking with indelible ink
of the thumb or any other finger of every
elector who applies for a ballot paper or
ballot papers for the purpose of voting at
a polling station before delivery of such
paper or papers to him.”

When ballot papers were the norm,
voters had to mark their preference on
them. Before the paper was given, avoter’s

2024

nitrate. It is colourless and be-
comes visible when exposed to
ultraviolet light, like sunlight.

At around 20% concentration of silver
nitrate, the ink becomes difficult toremove
for atleast 72 hours after application.

According to MyGov, “This water-
based ink also contains a solvent like al-
cohol to allow its faster drying.”

Currently, each phial is sold for Rs 174.
Theinkis exported to more than 25 coun-
tries. However, the procedure of its appli-
cation varies. “In Cambodia and the
Maldives, voters need todip his/her finger
into the ink...in Burkina Faso the inkis ap-
plied with a brush, and nozzles are used
for its use in Turkey,” the website says.




Those with 4-yr bachelor’s degree, 75%
marKks can directly pursue PhD: UGC

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi! Aﬁpriﬁlﬁr21

STUDENTS WITH FOUR-
YEAR undergraduate degrees
can now directly appear for
National Eligibility Test (NET)
and pursue PhD, according
to University Grants Commis-
sion (UGC) chairman
Jagadesh Kumar.

To pursue a PhD with or
without a Junior Research Fel-
lowship (JRF), the candidates
will require a minimum of
75% marks or equivalent
grades in their four-year

undergraduate course. Till
now, a candidate for the NET
needed amaster’s degreewith
aminimum of 55% marks.

The exam this year will be
conducted in offline mode
instead of a computer-based
test. Tests for all subjects
will be conducted on
June 16.

“The candidates
with four-year under-

e

appear for NET. Such candi-
dates are allowed to appear
(for tests) in a subject in which
they want to pursue a PhD
irrespective of the discipline
in which they have obtained
the four-year bachelor's
degree,” Kumar told PTI.
“Candidates having
passed a four-year or
eight-semester bache-
lor’s degree programme

graduate degrees should have a minimum
can  now o of75% marksinaggre-
directly

pursue Jagadesh Kumar,
PhD and UGC chairman

gateorits equivalent grade on
a point scale wherever the
grading system is followed,”
the UGC chairman said.

Arelaxation of 5% marks
oritsequivalent grade maybe
allowed for those belonging to
SC, ST, OBC (non-creamy
layer), differently-abled,
economicallyweaker sections
and other categories of
candidates as perthe decision
of the UGC from time to time,
he added.

The application process for
the exam began on Saturday
and will end on May 10.



University Grants Commission

Visvavidyalaya Anudana Ayoga

\/
SH-fas fage

Crest of the University Grants Commission

Abbreviation

Formation

Founder
Headquarters
Location

Official
language

Owner
Chairman

Parent
organization

Budget (2021
22)

UGC

28 December 1956; 67 years
ago

Maulana Azad

New Delhi

e India

English, Hindi

Government of India
Mamidala Jagadesh Kumar

Department of Higher
Education, Ministry of
Education, Government of
India

74,693 crore
(US$590 million)!"!
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World Heritage Day



* World Heritage Day, also known
as the International Monuments
and Sites Day, Is observed on 18
April every year.

* The theme of World Heritage
Day is ‘Discover and
Experience Diversity



« Background

 World Heritage is the designation for places on Earth that are of outstanding
universal value to humanity and as such, have been inscribed on the World
Heritage List to be protected for future generations to appreciate and enjoy.

* In 1982, The International Council on Monuments and Sites
(ICOMOS) proposed that April 18 should be observed as the World Heritage Day.

« Later, the date was approved by the United Nations Educational, Scientific,
and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) at the 22nd General Conference
In 1983.



Sweden Joins Artemis
Accords




« Sweden and Slovenia became the 38th and 39th country
respectively to sign the Artemis Accords.

 About

* The Artemis Accords are a set of principles and
guidelines for international cooperation in space exploration.

* They are not a legally binding instrument.



* They were announced by NASA in 2020 and named after
NASA's Artemis program which is aimed at returning humans to
the Moon by the mid-2020s.

 The Accords mirror principles set out in 1967, as part of
the Outer Space Treaty to help govern international
cooperation space.

* Members: Artemis Accords has 39 members including
Australia, France, Germany, India, Japan, United Kingdom,
United States of America etc.

» India joined the Artemis Accords in 2023.
* Russia and China are not part of the Artemis Accords.




Srinagar (considered for
World Craft City)



» Srinagar Is being considered for the prestigious World Craft
City (WCC) title by the World Crafts Council International
(WCCI).




Luxurious woollen shawls made from the wool of Pashmina goats are known for their
softness and warmth.

Pashmina shawls

Carpets
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Beautiful furniture pieces, decorative panels,and small items such as boxes and bowls.

Walnut wood carving

Meticulously handcrafted carpets with elaborate patterns and designs, made using
tradltlona] techmques passed downthrough generatlons

Hand-knotted carpets

Shawls are woven using theKani technique, where each thread is individually looped and
woven into the fabric, creating intricate patterns and designs.

Kani shawls



« The World Craft City (WCQC) initiative
was launched in 2014 by the World
Crafts Council International (WCCI), a
Kuwait-based organization. It
acknowledges the contributions of local
authorities, craftspeople, and
communities to cultural, economic, and
social development worldwide. WCC
aims to establish a network of craft
cities globally, promoting the principles '
of the creative economy and preserving
traditional crafts. /
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