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“Do the best
you can until

you know
better. Then

when you
know better,
— do hetter.”

Maya Angelou

INDIA

Forbes
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The Supreme Court has
asserted in a judgment that
forests in India are a natanal

aset and = major contributor
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First phase of polls records over 622 turnout

Lakshadweep saw the highest voting at 83.88%,
while Bihar had the lowest attendance at 48.88%

voter turnout of
62.37% was record-
ed in the first phase
of the Lok Sabha el
on Friday, which sealed

© e
Election Commisston (EC)
said in_a statement. The

. d

election.

Polling has been com-
pleted for 10 States and Un-
fon Territories in this
phase, including Tamil Na-
du, Unarakhand, Anda-
man and Nicobar,

e and

ep
north-eastern States. Pro-
minent leaders such as Ni-

ur, West

EC has repor(ed violence and dlsturbances from

h

incidents of
violence were reported

"o Mang,
and Chhattisgarh.
adweep saw the highest vo-
ter turnout of 83.88% and
Bihar the lowest of 48 88%,
EC data

AR Ing Sl taks polma

as per p
at .30 p.mo
69.46% polling In T,N,

Tamil Nadu, where
ook place i Tor all 35 Lok

of 69.46%. Voters in Eka-
napuram in Kancheepu-
ram district boycotted the
polls to protest against the

Making it count: Voters waiting to cast their votes Suring the first phase of Lok Sabha election in Jorhat district of Assam. RiTU A KONRAR

polling station at
in

and 32 in snddm The BIP
had won

Thamna-
Bishnupur dis-
trict, reportedly
three persons.

a greenfield asrport for
Chennai

In echnic violence-hit
Manipur. the voter turnout
was 72.17%. Violence was
reported in_areas under
the Inner ipur seat
straddling the Meitei-ma-
jority Imphal valley. Un-
identified armed men fired

several ourside a

was report-

ed from the Outer
seat reserved for the Sche-
duled Tribes.

Very few people from

Bengal. voting took
place in the constituencies
of jalpaiguri, purduar
and Cooch Behar and the

Sabha seat, where the EC
ploved

our after ex-

Polling for 10 States and Union Territories was
completed in the first phase of the election

at 48.88. The crucial eight
seats of western Uttar Pra-

wadi Party and the ruling
BIP traded barbs over bo-
sus voring.

Polling in five consti-
tuencies n ashtra’s
Vidarbha o Fagion conchud:

There were also reports
of crude bombs
placed outside the house

an  attempt
them. Videos aired by local

any

major untoward incident.

The voter urnout aver-
61.87%.

Of the 102 seats going to
the polls on Friday. the
BIP-led National De =
S AllL

showed supporters of BJP
and the Trinamool Con-
at

inc
Centre split the erstwhile
S(ale Into Two w
tor and

gnd pardes in the INDLA
bloc 48 seats in the 2019
Glocion.
Al least 60,000 State
paramilitary person-
=gl deployed across
Naxal-infested
where a CRPF was
killed when a shell of an
under-barrel srenade
launcher accidentally ex-
ploded in

Bastar

St o special constitu-

seats of Gaya. Jamui, Nawa-
da and Aurangabad with
total voting percentage pust

proeLsdisa i T
terri-  mnation exercise. In another
CRPF

personnel was injured

RELATED REPORTS
»PAGE S

Manipur sees 72% turnout
as violence mars polling

NEW DELHI

Amid compiaints of voter
intimidation. booth-cap-
turing, and violence across
several polling booths, the
first phase of the Lok Sab-

Adamaged poll booth duning the first phase of the election at Khurs: in Imphal East, Manpur. SSuTERS

around S1%.
will take place in
the remaini places of
Outer Manipur in (he se-
cond phase
Multiple poll P icers in
the State confirmed to The
Hinde that there were sev-
eral &

oonduded on Friday even-
with

of
voting machines (EVMs)
duri

e

being ng dis-
of the where
e e e be called

ar 72
Three persons were ar-
rested In connection with
the vio!
While the Inner Mani-

65. pol
=2 per provisional

polling booths in a couple
of districts, CEO Pradeep
Kumar Jha said.

He added that candi-
dates of the Congress, BIF
and an independent in the
Inner pur seat had
filed complz.ints of booth-

from

femanae p.me e

nout for Inner pur in
the 2019 election was
cae
*

ons. He sabd the com-
plaints would be examined
and action taken._

On Friday night, the Ma-
Police said that it had

SC assails poll-time
prohibitory orders

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Fri-
day quéstioned the basis of
ssu-

eoe

The conduct of elections

ing blanket orders prohib-
fting yatras to uphold de-

Gavai exclaimed in open
court.
The indignant query
Benc

s

hil Dey. said the prohibito-

ry orders under Section

144 of the Criminal Proce-
e

rang and others. The party

t a repoll in most
of these polling booths. In
Outer Manipur, Con-
gress complained e
capturing in voting centres
of the Sugna area.

Justify imposition of
ing profhibitory

seen In many States, In-
cluding Rajasthan, Gujarat,
and Delhi
The Bench directed Ma-
gistrates to decide the ap-
plica

o I et i
couns

ary.
“These blanket prohibi-

Bhuthan submiteed in the
court.
“The conduct of elec-

tions — being the ostensible
reason for invoking Sec-

ground
Section 144, nor an emer-
©

nce.
them Tes-

gent
of pro-

s indefinitely, Mr.
said

The petitioners said the
phenomenon had been

hibitory — orders.”  Mr.

Explosions shake Iran; U.S.
medla reports Israeli ralds

TEHRAN

Iran’s state media reported
explosions in the central
province of Isfahan on Fri-
day. as US. media quoted
offictals as saying Israel

had out retaliatory
strikes inst its
Israel had ned it

would hit back afier lran
ﬁ.red hundreds of missiles
ones at Israel almost

L afm} the coun-

e court listed the case
for T hearing In two weeks.

try’s official broadcaster
said explosions were heard

Irsmians wave the flags of Palestine and Iran they 3= lead an anti-srael demonstration in Tehran. AF>

near isfahan city. There
had no reaction from
Iiracii oc Irantan omicials,
an. ent of the dam-
e remamed undclear.
anonymous Israeli
official told The Washis

o signal that
Toracl had the e abiliey to
strike inside Ir:

Iran's “Tasi n news
citing “informed
sources™. denied that Iran

of an atta
abroad on fran’s central ci-
tv of isfahan or any other
part of the country~, it
Said. Three lranian officials
told The New York Times
that small drones carried
out the attack. possibly

launched from inside fran,

Bod Sircraft entering fra-
nian airspace.

Fars news agency re-
ported “three explosions™~
cose to
mnear lsfahan alr|

Mr. Dalirian said on X
there were “no reports of a
missile artack™

“Reports indicate there

RAISI STAYS MUM
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Explosions shake Iran; U.S.

media reports Israeli raids

Iranians wave the flags of Palestine and Iran they as lead an anti-Israel demonstration in Tehran. AFp

Agence France-Presse
TEHRAN

Iran’s state media reported
explosions in the central
province of Isfahan on Fri-
day, as U.S. media quoted
officials as saying Israel

had carried out retaliatory
strikes against its
arch-rival.

Israel had warned it
would hit back after Iran
fired hundreds of missiles
and drones at Israel almost
a week ago, in retaliation
for a deadly strike — which
Tehran blamed on its foe —
that levelled Iran’s consu-
lar annex at its embassy in
Syria.

Air defence systems ov-
er several Iranian cities
were activated, state media
reported, after the coun-
try’s official broadcaster
said explosions were heard

near Isfahan city. There
had been no reaction from
Israeli or Iranian officials,
and the extent of the dam-
age remained unclear.

An anonymous Israeli
official told The Washing-
ton Post the strike was reta-
liation for Iran’s barrage
and intended to signal that
Israel had the ability to
strike inside Iran.

Iran’s Tasnim news
agency, citing “informed
sources”, denied that Iran
had been attacked from
outside. “Contrary to the
rumours and claims” in fo-
reign media, “there are no
reports of an attack from
abroad on Iran’s central ci-
ty of Isfahan or any other
part of the country”, it
said. Three Iranian officials
told The New York Times
that small drones carried
out the attack, possibly

launched from inside Iran,
and that its radar systems
had not detected unidenti-
fied aircraft entering Ira-
nian airspace.

Fars news agency re-
ported “three explosions”
close to Qahjavarestan,
near Isfahan airport and
the 8th Shekari army air-
base, while Iran’s space
agency spokesman Hos-
sein Dalirian said “several”
drones had been “success-
fully shot down”.

Mr. Dalirian said on X
there were “no reports of a
missile attack”.

“Reports indicate there
was no major damage or
large explosions caused by
the impact of any air
threat,” the official IRNA
news agency said.

RAISI STAYS MUM
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IPS officer
Nalin Prabhat
appointed
MNSG chief

EW DELHL

Semdor Indian Police Ser-
wice (LPS) officer Malin

the Central
Force (CRPFY, in Jammuo
and Kashmir.

According to an order

dlate his superannua-
RO, ALEUST 31, 200
The committes has also

Forests a national asset and major
contributor to financial wealth: SC

The j

cosnes at a

time when the controversial Forest Conservation Cunendment) Act of 20273 has attracted

widespread criticisim: cowurt says concepts of carbon credit and green accounting o evaluate national wealth now a reality

MEW DELH

he he Supreme court

¢ Nk
ent thal

arboral

controwersial Forest ‘l‘_m}
servation) Amendment Act
HFIAMAY 2023, Tas attracted
wldespi’em criticism. The
FrAA Is acoused of ghing a

free hand to States to regu-
larise encroachments in
protected forests and de-
termine diversions of for-

Green assets: The FOAM is accused of gring a fee hand ta States ta
regulanse encroachments in protec

s

ultimately lead to a mas-
sive extinceion
= Justice

argan-
Esms,” Sundresh

e
The court said concepts

nuation, Apsil 30, 2026

pearance of forests would

buting to the financisl
wealth of a country,” the
court noted.

A major sink
The judgment said Indis's

mt
oF 138 mt of COZ
equivalent™.
Justice Sundresh high-
hted the protective role

of forests against climare
change. It referred to a

[
oy GODP and depress the lv-
ing standards of nearky half
of its population by 2050,

uld _ lose
o

arrotvere
IO of it GO Aaually by
year 2100 due to cli-

he en
Potential impact of climare
change on sockety. leading
1o serious job losses in ew
ery sector. Therefore, the
adverse effect will be on
the future of the nation asa
wihole, as against an identi-
fiable  group,~ the judg-
ment said

Centre asks FSSAI to
initiate “appropriate
action” against Nestle

NEW DELI

The Consumer Affairs Mi-

nistry on Friday asked the

Food Safety amd Standas

Foriey Bf India (FSSAL
o inktiate

»ears warned agaimst

content in

Gupta from the
EBreastfeeding Promotion
rerwork of india sald that

its

of the citizens and in this
case wvulnerable imfants
gers  compromised.” he
said.

The Health O
sanization o, B far
years now warned against
the ]m'mn:eﬁfhlgh sugan
content in

produces

Centre releases curriculum
framework for anganwadis

MEW DELML
For the first tinse. the Un-
fon government has e
leased a curriculum adwvis-
able to be taught

ildren aged three to six

and Child

Educarion

Learning

il be-] a

chades a weekly play calen-
dar with

which
whildd easily ir
it Gronde §

ts that chuldren are gomng
up school ladder without
learning o read and write

eks of -
Eriation which includes
The
it 26 wreehes ATe SPEnT om

exploring, free play, con-

u

mies, including storyrelling,

singing rhymes, arts and
afts.

The last eight are

skills].” Professor Ven-  servation of kids' perfor-

fta Kaul, former NCERT of-  mance. Activities and w-
cial and ber of the are

internal e that age-wise with detailed re-

the curriculum. quirements materials

Prof. Kol longitedi-  needed. The  currfcabum

nal research which fol  helps in developing lsten-

dren up to primary grades
far about five years Indicar

ed that children who have
received early childhood
education are expected 1o
do much bemer in school
and are also psychosocially
better adapted than peers
who did not receive amye
form before

six years of age
The curriculum -

ing skills, vocabulary build-

ing, boosting @, riom,

following instruceions, sc”
celopment, and

is mewark  will
serve as a base for States to
develop their own cult -

challenges of children.

India delivers first batch of BrahMos
supersonic missiles to Philippines

PeEW DELHL

india delivered the frst
batch of BrahMos supes-
sonic cruise missiles to the
Philippines on Friday. In
Jumsary 2022, the Philip-
pines concluded a 3375
Talllion deal with India for
three batteries of a shore-
based, anti-ship variant of
the BrahMos b

first

Sea and will significantly

The batch

weas transparted an an indian,

Air Foroe arcraft that

Lamded in the Phiippines on Friday. SPECAL ARRAN GEMERT

amgment
poscure of mg Jﬂilllppdna
armexd forces once the sys-
tems are operationalised.
Duieing hio st to the
Philippines in March, Ex-

Philippines Defence Secre-
Delfin . Losenzana,
=d the contract

rermal Affalrs Minlster S.
Jaisha

commitment to upholding

a rules based lnlsnxllmlsl
order  and e

Poace and secu iy n the

Indo-Pacific

In January 2022, then

tegrated Logistics Support
package. The coastal de-

fence regiment of the Dhi-
lipgpine mes will be the
p‘rl‘n!a:ry saescr o e malasile
systems.
From january 23 to Fe-
bBruary 1, 2023, 21 Philip-

As reported earlier, sev-
eral countries have ex-
pressed interest in acouir-
ing BrahMos systems and
discussions are  im_ ad-
vanced stages with Indone-
sia and Thailand, among
others.

BrahMos is a joint ven-
ture between the DRDO
and Bussia’s NPO  Mashi-
nostroyeniya and the mis-
sile derives its name from
Brahmaputra and Moskva
rivers. The missile is capa-
bie of being ksunched from
land, sea, sub-sea and air
against surface and sea-
based targess and has been

SC orders
medical
evaluation of
pregnant teen

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Fri-
day directed the medi

examinaton to be con-
ducted on  Saturday  at
rMumbal’s Sion Hospital. It
listed the case for April 22

The Medical Termina-
ton of Pregnancy (MTEL
Act caps the upgper Hmit for

terminarion of pregmancy
at 24 weeks.

6 Africans flee
after attacking
police team

in Bengaluru

BENGALURL

A group of six African na-
tionals allegedly assaulted
personnel from the Cenmral
Crimse Branch (COCB), Ben-

il

A’ total of four police
personnel sustained minor
injuries and are undergo-
ing treatment. The African
nationals, assaulted

Bengaluru, arrested an
African n on April &
and recoversd K

of afficia
u;mpura when
attacked

Fossils of huge prehistoric
snake found in Kutch mine

NEW DELHI

e et et

The Panandiee Lignie

e the fossits were fownd. Bed

arrow indicates the level at which the remains were discosere d

Fhe discovery. the auth-

conjoined landmass,
I unly had 2 cylindricai
body, hinting at

This discovery is signif-
feant not only or under-
th

Cysteme of Indls bur aie
for unravelling the evolu-
mionary history of snakes
on the Indian subcont-
ment_. " Dr. Bajpal said in a
statement

Left a safer bet than Congress, its
leaders are not turncoats: Yechury

S, Muaredan
KANNUR

Before hurling allegations

In Kerala too, people
hink fr's & safer ber to have
the Left which is unlikely

Responding o 5
tHon on the charges le-
velled by Prime Minister
a Miodi against the
CPHM) and the Kerala go-
vernment, Mr. Yechury
said Mr. Modi was deliber-
ately sprea.l‘l‘lng Ealse infor-

mation as the agencies. un-

even after years of investi-
gation_
“The point is the boot ks
her

‘On the Income Tax De-
partment  freexing
k account of his

in Thrissur, he said details

of all accounts across the

& panndian grand narra-
; but an understanding
atthe

Staxe level bn keop the BIP
out which was achieved in
mMoSt States. 1T was Dot
wried In States Hke Kerala
wrhere the BIF wos o nom
neity amnd =

BIP. So. the [NDLA bloc of-
fered a very ll.t'ble stable
alternarive,’

While
ADO sears,




o April 20, 2024
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1PS officer
Nalin Prabhat
appointed
MNSG chief

WEW DEL

Senior_Indian Police Ser-
wice (IPS) officer Malin
Prabhat has been appoint-
ed as the Director-General

uard

hijack force.
Mr. Prabhat is a 1992
batch IPS officer of the

ion. r-General,
the Central e Polic
Force {CRPF), in Jammu
and Kashmir.

According to an order
by Department of Person-
nel and Training. the ap-

pointments committes
the Cabiner has apprm'ed
his_appoinment

Forests a national asset and major
contributor to financial wealth: SC

The j

coImes at a

time when the comntroversial Forest Conservation (Amendment) Act of 20273 has atracted

widespread criticisim: court says concepts of carbon credit and green accounting o evaluate national wealth now a reality

MEW DELHL

he he Supreme Courc
4 N
Judpment that for-

1

maners worse by fling

mm. .qugu 5, B,
The commirtes has also

for a tenure
Tl the date of hes caperan.
. April 30, 2026

o The aper court or-
dered £5 lakh in costs from
both the State government
and the private persons.
The State was asked
oben an eqUiny AgAlngt e
own forest officials

™ The Judgment has come

at a pivoral time when the

sasatsi The FCAA i accused of ghing 2 free hand to States b

controversial Forest foon-
n} en.dm

has :nrac[ed
W r=su
larise encroachments in

criticised for paving the
way for the commercisl ex-
ploitation of fores!
“Depletion  and disap.
pearance of forests would

regularse encroschments in protected fo

uitimarely lead 1o a mas-
sive extinction of organ-
isms.” Justice Sundresh

The court sald concepts

come a reality, A country
with excess forest cowver
would be in a position 1o
sell irs excess carbon credit
o the one in defcit. This in
murn undeslines the sienin-
cance of forests in con

the financial
a country,” the
court noted.

buting 1w
wealth of

A major sink
The judgment said India’s

dicaid
:(m: The walue of miriga-
tion has put a conservative
§5 per onne of CO2 locked
in forests, this huge sink of
abowt

worth 12 . or o6
lakh crores.
- queoted from a
2009 repore of the Minis.
of Environment and

Forests titled dndias Foress
and Tree Cover: Contribu-
i

of carbon or 138 m1 of COZ
equ]v-]ﬂlt'

undresh high-
Ilg'h‘ted e protoctive Tole

of 1 ﬁ:wesls againsr climars
I meferred
e v report of e
g i e U bl
on the macroeconomic lm-
pact of climate an,

econo
its GOP and depress
standards of nearky half

of its population by 2050,
india - could Iose
around 10

0% of it LDPannua‘l.ly by
the ue to cli-
mate change~ the judg-
ment noted from the Rl

ent.
“The report of the REL

Iy sugge: = =
potential impact of climace
soclety,

ery sector. Therefore, the
adverse effect will be on
the funire of the nation a3
st an identi-

as agak
ﬁa‘ble sroup.” the judg-

Centre asks FSSAI to
initiate ‘appropriate
action’ against Nestle

v and Standar
Anthority of India (FSSAD
o inftiate “appropriate ac-
against the Nesile
group for allegedly selling
Baby products with high
sugar in india. The
Ministry initisted this ac-

th

tion following a report that
said that Mestle's Cerelac

sugar per serving. while
the products sold in courn-
wies such as Germany,
Switzerland, France, and
the United Kingdom did
mot added sugar.

“Serlous concerns’
~High sugar in ba-
by praducts raises serious
concerns the poten-
Hal implicatians for the
en
health and well-being of
our citizens, especially in-
Fants and young children,
is of paramount impos-

years warned against

contend in

tance, and any deviation

> tion
Merwork of India said that
its

the rnment must <n-
sure the safety of its citi-
zens. Any Laxity in the laws
will ensure thar the health
of d it ns and in this
case wulnerable infants
gets mpromised,”  he

nt
products.

Centre releases curriculum
framework for anganwadis

MEW DELHI

i 14 kh ravadis
the coun

The Minksiry of Wormen

and Chil; Joprment

Educarion

chil
“Concern in the policy

is that children are going
up school ladder without
learning to read and write
[which may lead them o

it
formal education  befare
six years of age

The curriculum  in-

cludes a weekly play calen-
dar with four of
ftation  which  includes

that
ties, including storyrelling,
singing rhymes, aris and
crafts.

The last eight weeks are

metable are segregated
age-wise with detailed re-
quireme: materials
needed. The eurriculum
helps in developing listen-
ing skills, vocabulary build-
ing, by S

challenges of children.

India delivers first batch of BrahMos
supersonic missiles to Philippines

MEW DELHL

India delivered the FArst
batch of Brahios super-
sonic cruise missiles to the
Philippines on Friday. In
Janwary 2022, the Philip-
pines concluded a $375-
Exflan desl wriils Inddin S
three batterie:

based, anll—shlp variane of
the BrahMos becoming the

first export customer For
the point wvensure missile
between India and Russia_

wered d a transport
aircraft of the indian Air
Fo il ched in the

Sea and will significantly

l’l|=bw|d|wasnn=p-un.=d an an Indian.Air Foros arcrafs that

Landed in the

augment
e of the J’hlllppdna
armed forces once the sys-
tems are oper: ised,
During his wisls to the
philippines in March, Ex-

ro, . reaffrm
commitment fo upholding
international
d  promoting
peace and security in the
Indo-Pacific

In January 2022, then

an Friday. SPECIAL

Philippines Defence Secre-
tary Delfin M. Lofenzana,
who signed the contract
sakd, “As I'haBI’“ Easleﬂ
supersonic cruise

the BrahMos missiles. w-u

ry of three mis-
sile batteries, training for

rators and maintainers
as well as the necessary in-
tegrated Logistics Support
package. The coastal de-

fence regiment of the Phi-
lippine Marines will be the
Primary user of the missile

As reported earlier, sev-
eral countries
pressed interest in

vanced stages with Indone-
sia and Thailand, among

s,

BrahMos is a joint ven-
ture between IR
and Hussia's NPO  Mashi-
nostroyenlya and the mis-
sile derives its name from

SC orders
medical
evaluation of
pregnant reen

MEW DELHI

The Suprems Court on Fri-
day directed the medical
examination of a l-year-
rape gun—l-uurwim =8

Do Chandrachsd
tice LB. Pardiwala assem-
biled urgently after court
hours to pass the ordes ina
special hearing.

The girls mother

nation of pregnancy.
The Bombay High Ceow
er plea.

ar.
The court directed the
examination to be con
duct
Ml Ston §iempital. 1
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The Medical Termina-
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Act caps the upper Lmit fo
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at 24 weeks

6 Africans flee
after attacking
police team

in Bengaluru

BENGALURL
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Fossils of huge prehistoric
snake found in Kutch mine

WEW DELHI

Researchers at the Indian
Institute of Technology
KIFTY, Roorkee have n
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af one of the largest snakes
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tial, well preserved™ verte-
bral column of the snake at
the Panandhro Lignite

Mine in Kwich
»

The Pamandhes Lignite Mine wihere the fossits were found. Sed
arrow indicates the level at which the remains were dscowered.

The discovery, the auth-
ors report in the
viewed journal,
Setentific Reports,

mare of that time.
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Left a safer bet than Congress, its
leaders are not turncoats: Yechury

KANUR
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at the CPIM) in Kerala, the
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tion on the charges le-
ed by Prime Minister

arendra Modi against the
CPIMY e the Horas o

Staram techuny

der him could not come up
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gation_
“The point is the boot s
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ing conducted these mves-
tigations,” mMr. Yechury
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‘On the Income Tax

partment in the midst of
election, a year after re-
celving the data, smacked
of mala fide intentions, es-

gal and Tripura. he said.
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IPS officer
Nalin Prabhat
appointed
NSG chief

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Senior Indian Police Ser-
vice (IPS) officer Nalin
Prabhat has been appoint-
ed as the Director-General
of National Security Guard
(NSG), the country’s coun-
ter-terrorism and counter-
hijack force.

Mr. Prabhat is a 1992
batch IPS officer of the
Andhra Pradesh cadre. He
is currently posted as Addi-
tional Director-General,
the Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF), in Jammu
and Kashmir.

According to an order
by Department of Person-
nel and Training, the ap-
pointments committee of
the Cabinet has approved
his appointment till the
date of his superannua-
tion, August 31, 2028.

The committee has also
approved the appointment
of IPS officer Sapna Tewari
as the Special Director in
the Intelligence Bureau (IB)
for a tenure of two years or
till the date of her superan-
nuation, April 30, 2026.

Agency overview

Formed 16 October 1984; 39 years
Employees 10,000 active personnel

Annual budget %1,273.19 crore
(US$159.4 million) (2024-
25)(2]

Jurisdictional structure

Operations India

jurisdiction

Legal e Republic of India
jurisdiction

Governing body Ministry of Home Affairs

Constituting National Security Guard Act,
instrument 1986 @

Operational structure

Headquarters = New Delhi

Minister Amit Shah, Ministry of Home
responsible Affairs

Agency Daljit Singh Chaudhary,IPS,
executive Director General of NSG

Parent agency Ministry of Home Affairs

Regional Hubs Mumbai - Kolkata -
Hyderabad - Chennai -
Gandhinagar

Notables

Significant Black Thunder
Operations Ashwamedh
Combat missions in Jammu
and Kashmir
Vajra Shakti
Black Tornado



Forests a national asset and major
contributor to financial wealth: SC

The judgment comes at a pivotal time when the controversial Forest Conservation (Amendment) Act of 2023 has attracted

widespread criticism; court says concepts of carbon credit and green accounting to evaluate national wealth now a reality

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
Thas asserted in a
judgment that for-

ests in India are a national
asset and a major contribu-
tor to the nation’s financial
wealth.

“It is the spirit of the for-
est that moves the earth,” a
Bench headed by Justice
M.M. Sundresh observed
in a judgment based on an
appeal filed by the State of
Telangana against a High
Court decision “graciously
gifting” forest land to a
private person. The State’s
forest officials had made
matters worse by filing
conflicting affidavits in
court. The apex court or-
dered 35 lakh in costs from
both the State government
and the private persons.
The State was asked to
open an enquiry against its
own forest officials.

The judgment has come
at a pivotal time when the

Green assets: The FCAA is accused of giving a free hand to States to

regularise encroachments in protected forests.

controversial Forest (Con-
servation) Amendment Act
(FCAA) 2023, has attracted
widespread criticism. The
FCAA is accused of giving a
free hand to States to regu-
larise encroachments in
protected forests and de-
termine diversions of for-
estlands. The Act has been
criticised for paving the
way for the commercial ex-
ploitation of forests.
“Depletion and disap-
pearance of forests would

ultimately lead to a mas-
sive extinction of organ-
isms,” Justice Sundresh
observed.

The court said concepts
of carbon credit and green
accounting to evaluate a
nation’s wealth had be-
come a reality. “A country
with excess forest cover
would be in a position to
sell its excess carbon credit
to the one in deficit. This in
turn underlines the signifi-
cance of forests in contri-

buting to the financial
wealth of a country,” the
court noted.

A major sink

The judgment said India’s
forests serve as a major
sink of carbon dioxide
(CO2). The value of mitiga-
tion has put a conservative
$5 per tonne of CO2 locked
in forests, this huge sink of
about 24,000 mt of CO2 is
worth $120 billion, or 6
lakh crores.

The court quoted from a
2009 report of the Minis-
try of Environment and
Forests titled ‘India’s Forest
and Tree Cover: Contribu-
tion as a Carbon Sink’,
which said that from “1995
to 2005, the carbon stocks
stored in our forests and
trees have increased from
6,245 million tonnes (mt)
to 6,662 mt, registering an
annual increment of 38 mt
of carbon or 138 mt of CO2
equivalent”.

Justice Sundresh high-
lighted the protective role

of forests against climate
change. It referred to a
2022-2023 report of the Re-
serve Bank of India (RBI)
on the macroeconomic im-
pact of climate change and
changing patterns of rain-
fall. These factors could
cost the economy 2.8% of
its GDP and depress the liv-
ing standards of nearly half
of its population by 2050.

“India could lose
anywhere around 3% to
10% of its GDP annually by
the year 2100 due to cli-
mate change,” the judg-
ment noted from the RBI
document.

“The report of the RBI
presents a very disturbing
scenario. The report clear-
ly suggests the enormous
potential impact of climate
change on society, leading
to serious job losses in ev-
ery sector. Therefore, the
adverse effect will be on
the future of the nation as a
whole, as against an identi-
fiable group,” the judg-
ment said.



 The Indian State of Forest Report (ISFR) is
a biennial assessment of India’s woodlands and tree assets.

The inaugural report, the first India State of Forest Report, was
published in 1987.

* The responsiblility for releasing this report lies with the Union
Ministry of Environment, Forests, and Climate
Change (MoEFCC).



Increase in Total Forest and Tree Cover:

The total forest and tree cover in India have grown by 2,261 sq km since the
2019 assessment (ISFR-2019).

Forest cover increased by 1,540 sq km, and tree cover increased by 721 sg km.

The overall forest and tree cover now account for 80.9 million hectares,
equivalent to 24.62% of the country’s geographical area.




* Increase in Forest Cover (Top States):

 Andhra Pradesh (647 sgq km), Telangana (632 sg km), and Odisha
(632 sg km) are the top three states with increased forest cover.

* Open forests witnessed a greater increase than dense forests.
* Area-wise Forest Cover:

 Madhya Pradesh holds the largest forest cover in the country,
followed by Arunachal Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Odisha, and
Maharashtra.



Percentage-wise Forest Cover:

The top five states in terms of forest cover as a percentage of total geographical area are Mizoram (84.53%),
Arunachal Pradesh (79.33%), Meghalaya (76.00%), Manipur (74.34%), and Nagaland (73.90%).

States/ UTs with more than one-third area under Forest Cover:

17 states/UTs have forest cover covering more than 33% of their land area.




* Over 75%: Lakshadweep, Mizoram, Andaman & Nicobar Islands,
Arunachal Pradesh, and Meghalaya.

* Approximately 33% to 75%: 12 states/UTs, including Manipur,
Nagaland, Tripura, Goa, Kerala, Sikkim, Uttarakhand, Chhattisgarh,
Dadra & Nagar Haveli and Daman & Diu, Assam, and Odisha.

* Increase in Mangrove Cover:

* Mangrove cover has increased by 17 sq km since 2019, reaching a
total of 4,992 sqg km.

 Odisha (8 sq km), Maharashtra (4 sg km), and Karnataka are the
top three states with increasing mangrove cover.



India lost 2.33 million hectares of tree
cover since 2000: Global Forest Watch



* India has lost 2.33 million hectares of tree cover since
2000, equivalent to a six percentdecrease In tree
cover during this period, according to the latest data from
the Global Forest Watch monitoring project.

 The Global Forest Watch tracks forest changes in near real-time
using satellite data and other sources.



* Primary Forest
Loss: India lost 4,14,000
hectares of humid
primary forest (4.1 per
cent) from 2002 to 2023,
making up 18 percent of
its total tree cover loss in
the same period.

@ Stable forest

59.2 Mha

® Gain

1.88 Mha

@® Loss

1.01 Mha

@ Disturbed

6.17 Mha




* Tree Cover Gain: In India, the top 6 regions were responsible
for 54% of all tree cover gain between 2000 and
2020. Karnataka had the most tree cover gain.

 From 2000 to 2020, India gained 1.4% of the global total.

* All Tree Cover: As of 2010, the top 7 regions represent 55%
of all tree cover.

 Arunachal Pradesh had the most tree cover followed by Assam,
Chhattisgarh, Kerala and Odisha.



India delivers first batch of BrahMos
supersonic missiles to Philippines

Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

India delivered the first
batch of BrahMos super-
sonic cruise missiles to the
Philippines on Friday. In
January 2022, the Philip-
pines concluded a $375-
million deal with India for
three batteries of a shore-
based, anti-ship variant of
the BrahMos becoming the
first export customer for
the joint venture missile
between India and Russia.

The first batch was deli-
vered aboard a transport
aircraft of the Indian Air
Force which landed in the
Philippines on Friday after-
noon. Specifics of the deliv-
ery made were not imme-
diately available. The
Philippines is acquiring the
systems under the Horizon
2 of the Revised Armed
Forces of the Philippines
Modernisation Program-
me.

The delivery comes
amid the showdown bet-
ween the Philippines and
China in the South China
Sea and will significantly

The batch was transported on an Indian Air Force aircraft that
landed in the Philippines on Friday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

augment the defensive
posture of the Philippines
armed forces once the sys-
tems are operationalised.

During his visit to the
Philippines in March, Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar in a meeting
with the Secretary of Na-
tional Defence of the Phi-
lippines Gilberto C. Teodo-
ro, Jr. reaffirmed India’s
commitment to upholding
a rules-based international
order and promoting
peace and security in the
Indo-Pacific region.

In January 2022, then

Philippines Defence Secre-
tary Delfin N. Lorenzana,
who signed the contract
said, “As the world’s fastest
supersonic cruise missiles,
the BrahMos missiles will
provide deterrence against
any attempt to undermine
our sovereignty and sove-
reign rights, especially in
the West Philippine Sea.”
The contract includes
the delivery of three mis-
sile batteries, training for
operators and maintainers
as well as the necessary In-
tegrated Logistics Support
package. The coastal de-

fence regiment of the Phi-
lippine Marines will be the
primary user of the missile
systems.

From January 23 to Fe-
bruary 11, 2023, 21 Philip-
pine Navy personnel were
trained in the operations
and maintenance of the
systems in Nagpur and
were awarded interim mis-
sile badges by the Indian
Navy chief, Admiral R. Hari
Kumar.

As reported earlier, sev-
eral countries have ex-
pressed interest in acquir-
ing BrahMos systems and
discussions are in ad-
vanced stages with Indone-
sia and Thailand, among
others.

BrahMos is a joint ven-
ture between the DRDO
and Russia’s NPO Mashi-
nostroyeniya and the mis-
sile derives its name from
Brahmaputra and Moskva
rivers. The missile is capa-
ble of being launched from
land, sea, sub-sea and air
against surface and sea-
based targets and has been
long inducted by the In-
dian armed forces.




India has set a defense export target of 50,000 crore by 2028-29.

Defense exports of India have touched Rs 21,083 crore in the FY 2023-24, a
growth of 32.5% over the last fiscal year.

The private sector and the defense public sector undertakings (DPSUs)
contributed around 60% and 40%, respectively, in exports from India.




* The country Is currently exporting military
hardware to around 85 countries, with
around 100 local firms involved.

« According to the Stockholm International
Peace Research Institute, between 2000
and 2023, Myanmar remained the
largest importer of Indian weapons,
accounting for 31 per cent of India’s
exports and Sri Lanka followed at 19 per
cent. '

 Mauritius, Nepal, Armenia, Vietnam, and
Maldives were other major importers. /

> 4




 India’s defense production grew substantially from Rs 74,054 crore in 2016-17
to Rs 108,684 crore in 2022-23.

« QOut of this, 21.96 per cent of the production was done by private companies.



Key defense exports

Missiles

Artillery e .
11% 09% 53%/':%

Armoured
vehicles

14%

Sensors

14% o

61%

Aircraft
20%

Source: SIPRI

Graphics: Mudita Singh & Subham Singh




Fossils of huge prehistoric
snake found in Kutch mine

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

Researchers at the Indian
Institute of Technology
(IIT), Roorkee have report-
ed the discovery of fossils
of one of the largest snakes
that ever existed and likely
lived 47 million years ago
during a period called the
Middle Eocene. The fossils
were found in Kutch, Guja-
rat, and the reptile, named
Vasuki Indicus, could have
been anywhere between
10 metres and 15 metres
long, or as big as a modern-
day school bus.

It belonged to the now-
extinct Madtsoiidae snake
family but represents a un-
ique lineage from India,
the authors note.

Professor Sunil Bajpai
and post-doctoral re-
searcher Debajit Datta at
the IIT-Roorkee stumbled
upon 27 pieces of a “par-
tial, well preserved” verte-
bral column of the snake at
the Panandhro Lignite
Mine in Kutch.

-

The Panandhro Lignite Mine where the fossils were found. Red
arrow indicates the level at which the remains were discovered.

The discovery, the auth-
ors report in the peer-re-
viewed journal, Nature
Scientific Reports, could
improve understanding of
how the Madtsoiidae spe-
cies evolved in different
kinds of climate, as well as
the factors that contribut-
ed to large body sizes. One
of the causative factors is
held to be high tempera-
tures in the tropical cli-
mate of that time.

Vasuki Indicus existed at
a time when the earth
looked quite different from
today, and Africa, India
and South America were

one, conjoined landmass.
It likely had a cylindrical
body, hinting at a robust
and powerful build, and
was as big as Titanoboa, a
massive snake that once
roamed the earth and is re-
portedly the longest ever
known, said a press state-
ment from IIT-Roorkee.

“This discovery is signif-
icant not only for under-
standing the ancient eco-
systems of India but also
for unravelling the evolu-
tionary history of snakes
on the Indian subconti-
nent...,” Dr. Bajpaisaidin a
statement.
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India expands its share in
China’s imports in FY24

FE BUREAU
New Delhi April 19

EVEN THOUGH CHINA'S imports
from the world declined last fiscal,
India managed to increase its
exports to its northern neighbour
by 8.07% on year in 2023-24 to
$16.67 billion, according to the
commerce ministry data.

India’s imports from China
recorded a moderate growth of
3.29% to § 101.75 billion in the
last financial year.

In calendar year 2023, while
China’s merchandise imports fell
5.5%, India’s exports to the coun-
trywent up by 7.1% onyear.

China’s merchandise exports,
too, contracted in 2023 in dollar
terms, for the first time since 2016.
The decline was 4.6%.

China’s economy has been fac-
ing significant challenges in 2023
including declining property
investment, accumulating debt
risk and weak consumption
growth.

RISING TREND

India's exports to China
(in $ billion gy 2022-23
3.64 gy 2023-24
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The biggest item of export to
China in FY24 was iron ore and
concentrates, cotton yarn, quartz,
and unwrought aluminium.

The biggest item of import from
China in the fiscal was machinery

of all kinds ,which accounted for
almost 50% of total imports.

Other major items of imports
from China were plastics and its
articles, chemicals, steel and steel
products and fertilisers.



Parkinson’s
Disease




 Scientists have found a new genetic variant associated with
Parkinson's disease, offering insights into the evolutionary roots of
various familial forms of parkinsonism and paving the way for
improved understanding and treatment of the condition.



What is Parkinson’s Disease?

About: Parkinson's disease is a progressive neurodegenerative disorder that impairs
movement and can lead to immobility and dementia over time.

The disease usually occurs in older people, but younger people can also be affected.

Men are affected more often than women. The prevalence of PD has doubled in the
past 25 years. India shares around 10% of the global burden of Parkinson's disease.




Causes: The exact cause of Parkinson's disease is not fully known yet, but

it is believed to involve a combination of genetic and environmental
factors.

e |tis primarily characterized by the loss of dopamine-producing neurons in the brain,
leading to motor and non-motor symptoms.

Symptoms: Motor symptoms include slow movement, tremors,

rigidity, and walking difficulties.

e Non-motor symptoms include cognitive issues, mental health disorders, sleep
disturbances, pain, and sensory problems.



* Treatment: There is no cure for Parkinson disease, but therapies including medicines, surgery
and rehabilitation can reduce symptoms.

* Levodopa/carbidopa, a combination medicine that increases the amount of dopamine in
the brain, is the most common medication.



* Consider the following statements:

1.Genetic changes can be introduced in the cells that produce eggs or sperms of a prospective
parent.

2.A person’s genome can bhe edited before birth at the early embryonic stage.
3.Human induced pluripotent stem cells can be injected into the embryo of a pig.
* Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

* (a) 1 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 2 only
(d)1,2and 3
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Recently, Chinese engineers and scientists have
created the world's first satellite enabling
smartphones to make calls without mobile towers.

It is aimed at emergencies where mobile connectivity

may be disrupted, people can directly seek help by
connecting to an overhead communication orbiter.




What is the Tiantong Project?

About: The Tiantong satellite initiative represents a strategic response to the evolving

landscape of telecommunications, characterised by the increasing demand for
connectivity, especially in remote and disaster-prone regions.

Each Tiantong satellite is designed to have a lifespan of 12 years, and its antenna
undergoes daily temperature changes of up to 160 degrees Celsius while simultaneously
transmitting and receiving electromagnetic waves in 800 different frequency bands.




The first satellite of the Tiantong-1 series was launched in

August 2016, with the second and third satellites
following in 2020 and 2021.

The three satellites form a network in a geosynchronous
orbit at an altitude of 36,000km, covering the entire Asia-
Pacific region from the Middle East to the Pacific Ocean.




In September 2023, Huawei Technologies launched the world's first
smartphone supporting satellite calls, connecting directly to
Tiantong satellites, followed by similar models from other

companies.

Chinese consumers have embraced these products, with Huawei
alone selling tens of millions of units, surpassing SpaceX's Starlink

satellite service with over 2 million global customers.







Religious leaders in Indonesia are responding to the
threats posed by rising sea levels and extreme weather
events by actively shaping the environmental movement.

As the world’s largest exporter of coal and palm oil, the
country wields significant influence over the global
climate crisis.




The archipelago nation is vulnerable to rising sea levels and
extreme weather events, while rural communities are affected
by climate change-induced droughts.

In 2007, during the UN Climate Summit in Bali, Indonesian
religious leaders from diverse faiths presented an interfaith
statement that emphasised the role of religious teachings and
local wisdom in inspiring grassroots action.




This growing trend in Indonesia is the emergence
of “Green Mosques” and “Green Churches.”

To reduce the ecological footprint a number of other
steps have also been taken such as:

e |[nstallation of Solar Panels
e Implementing Water Recycling Systems
e Using Energy-Efficient Faucets



* Indonesia is also planning to relocate its capital from Island of Jakarta to Borneo due to
severe congestion, pollution, and rapid sinking, which is projected to submerge a
significant portion of the city by 2050.



~ NASA's Mars Sample Return Program



Recently, NASA’s Perseverance Rover, nicknamed Percy, created
the first “sample depot on another world” by putting down ten
rock sample tubes that were supposed to be returned to Earth as
part of the Mars Sample Return Campaign.

However, the plan is too expensive costing S11 billion, and will only
be executed by the year 2040.




* Perseverance rover:
* |t is a robotic explorer part of NASA's Mars 2020 mission.
* Launched in July 2020, it landed on Mars' Jezero Crater in February 2021.

* |t is a Mars rover about the size of a car but weighs only about 1,025
kilograms with all instruments on board.

* |t collects rock and soil samples, encasing them in tubes for a future return
to Earth.

* A Multi-Mission Radioisotope Thermoelectric Generator, which uses heat
from plutonium decay to generate electricity, acts as the power source for
the rover.



Skytrax World
Airport Awards-
2024




 Recently Hamad International Airport in Doha has been named as the best
airport in the world by the research firm Skytrax.

 About

« The Skytrax World Airport Awards have been handed out Since 1999 and are
based on surveys of passenger experiences in several areas, including arrivals,
check-in, immigration, shopping, transfers, security, and departure.



Changi Airport in Singapore ranked 2nd and Incheon
Airport in Seoul was awarded the best family-friendly
airport for 2024 and ranked 3rd number.

Tokyo’s twin facilities of Haneda and
Narita took fourth and fifth spots.




Indian Scenario
Four airports in India were included in the top list.

The Delhi airport remained 36th on the list, while the Mumbai airport slipped to
95th.

Rajiv Gandhi International Airport (RGIA), Hyderabad airport moved up
to 61st place and Bengaluru airport pushed ten spots, moving up to 59.

* RGIA clinched the ‘Best Airport Staff in India & South Asia 2024,
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