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A good plan implemented today is
better than a perfect plan
implemented tomorrow.

George Patton

@donhornsby
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Bengal Governor calls
off Cooch Behar visit

NEWS » PAGE 4

activity-based

curriculum to be ™ #&@™
" 4 A

DEMOGRAPHIC DIVIDEND
India must invest more
in education, says IMF
BUSINESS » PAGE 12

What are the laws?

OPINION » PAGE 9

THRILLING CONTEST
Mumbai pips Punjab
in a humdinger

SPORT » PAGE 16

INSIDE

Rahul asks why
Pinarayi has not
faced any action
RKANNUR
Congress leader Rhut Gandhi
expressed astonishment at
Central agencies for allegedly
le 2o

India votes from today; 102 LS seats in contention

Voting will be held for all 39 Lok Sabha seats in
T.N. as well as several in Rajasthan, U.P., M.P.

NEW DELHI
wer 16 crore voters
0 will exercise their

franchise on Fri-
day as the 2024 general
election, the world's big-
gest exercise

cy, kicks off with 102 Lok
Sabha constituencies going
to the polls in the firsc
phase.

While the EJP- Ied Na-
tsonal L Biance

NDA) is Tooking for 2 third
straight term in office, after
I.n lbe 201 and

NEW DELII
Vice-Ademiral Dinesh Kurmas
Tripathi has been appointed

the next Chicf of the Nawal

superannuation cf the current
Chiel, Admiral 8. Hari Kumar
on Apeil 30 % PAGE 4

Ukraine

2019 election Opposi-
ton Indian Natonal Deve-
lopmental, Inclusive Al
liance (INDILA) is hoping to
stop the ruling alliance in
its tracks.

The BIP & seeking a vote
for a Viksit Bharar {(deve-
loped India) by highlight-
ing its 10-year rule under
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, while the campatgn
of the Congress — the lar-
gest party I the INDIA

on

June 1. will also see the

highest number of consti-

tuencies going to the polls.
Al

held in ethnic violence-hit

The first lap: Polling officisls carrying EVMs and

courary bast at

for 92 Assembly seaes in
nachal Pradesh and

Sikiiim, where  Asser

elections are being held si-

and
ed Bastar in uu.amsgam
in the Inner Manipur seat,

will be Fri

Polling will also be held

High-profile face:
Samme of the high-profile
fates

are Union Ministers Nitin

Overall, 16.63 crore voters would exercise their
franchise in phase I; vote counting on June 4

Gadkari Bhupender Yadav,
and Sanjeev_ Balyan, and
Uttar Pradesh leader Jitin

Prasada. Dravida Munne-

Kazhagam's A.
Dayanidhi  Aaran and K.
Kanimoshl, and Gaurav
Gogol of the Congress ar:
other heavyweights In the
fr:

The counting of votes

other slection material cross the Brahmaputra by 3
Baghmora village in Majush district of Assam on Thursday. 55T RAS KONMAR

will be held on june 4. Ov-

third-gender elec-
exercise their

time voters are registered
10 cast their votes.
Over 14.14 lakh voters

who are above 8S years of

NDA looks for a third straight term, while INDIA
bloc is hoping to upstage the ruling alliance

first-time electors, to en-
thusiastically participate in
this “festival of democra-

Webcasting will be done
in more than S0% of the
polling stations along with

The Election Commission  servers in all -
(EC) sabd that 1.87 lakh poll-  tions. A total of 361 obser-
ing stations have been set  vers have already re.
up and 41 their ore
special trains, and nearly 1 the election. Besides, 4,627
vehicles have be: Flying Si . 5.208 Sta
ployed to ferry polling and  tistics Surveillance Teams,
E v personnel. 2,028 Video Surveillance
Voting will begm a: 7 Teams and 1255 Video
am_ and end Viewing Teams are en-
though the ey or po]l gaged in reillance
tmings differs i round the clock to strictly
seats. the EC sald. fely with any
“Hief Election Commis-  form of inducement o
sioner Rajiv Kumar and  voters.

Eaaing oo T
n the

pealed to voters, especially

Around 1,374 inter-State
and 162 International Bor-

flow of liquor. drugs, cash
and freebles.

MORE REPORTS
» PAGES 2,3,4,& 5

‘Sugar content
high in Nestlé
baby food
sold in India”’

NEW DELHI

Nestle's baby food pro-

ducts sold in India, as well

as In African and Latin

American countries, have

higher sugar content, in

comparison to the same
sold in

says it hit
airfield in Crimea

xviv
A Ussainian attack on 3
military sirfield in
Russian-cccupied Crimea

y 3aid on Thursday. e
hed that the ram

asircraft damaged or gauwye«

was being clanified. » PAGE 14

markets, according to a re-
port reléased recently by a
Swiss NGO, the Public Eve

Authority of india, which

establishes standards

ensure food safety, said it s
into the report.

FULL REPORT
» PAGE &

Scare in Indonesia

OF people. A7 REPORT On PAGE 19

NEW DELHI

The Election Commission

pleas that 97 crore regis-
tered voters in the country
have a right to a more tran-
sparent electoral system,
or without EVMs.

The assurance from the

top pou body that l-.vus
“perfect” came

the eve f the firss phase af
Lok Sabha election.

Evhihg shis Amiation

Impossible to tamper
with EVMs at ‘any
stage’, EC says in SC

NEW DELS

Juring mock polls held
Herala were false. » PAGE 3

One Indian crew member of sh1p seized by Iran returns home

NEW DELHI

Omne of the 17 Indian sailors
aboard the Por

ala, the Ministry of Exter-
nal Affairs (MM) has an-
nounced. Tessa
Josenh, a resident of Thits:

press release saying that it

cm
*

is trying to ensure the well-

“Sailors not detained”
Speaking to The Hindu on

le.\ve tran whenever they

Onprll 13, the ship was
seized by Irans Revolu-
tionary Guards who rap-

Ann Tessa Joseph, > deck cadet o whs'Goboand thesstind

©on her arival at the Kochi sirport in Nedumbassery o

pelled down from a heli-
copter on the ship and
steered it towar

nian base.

a
immediately declare

vesset,
Thursdsy. 711

Revolutionary
Guards corps as a terrorist

organisation and to sanc-
tion Iran

As a result, souxn'_c sald
the rewurn of the other 16
Indians is more complex.
The ship been im-
pounded, and the crew
would need a second ship

to help them come ashore.
in addition, the Aries can-
not be left . and
therefore, crew
members would need to
remain.

After a strong request,
including External ma

sein Amir-Abdollahian and

lease of the Indian crew
el

rception of the MSC
Aries 20d5d t the vension

st i s ot gmd o be
over-suspicious about
sverything™.

e two days of marath-
Gaha eas rang-
ing from returning to pap-
er ballots to bar codes for
individual candidates and

(VVI’ATS) 5 Swisl lluough in
rocase

Minister S.
tervention, the Iranian go-

had started the dialogue
with the Iranian authori
ties through the Indian em-
bassy in Tehran as well as
the Iranian embassy here
to free the Indian members.

the crew. Soon thereaf-
ter, Mr. Jaisl reached
out to his counterpart Hos-

berween tran and feraed
led

Py i g A
missile attack by fran on
multiple targets in tsrael.
By capturing the ship
from the Strait of Hormuz,

nior advocate Gopal Sanka-

ongoing Red Sea crisi
Since the beginning of the
Israelt offensive

“MEDIATORY ROLE WELCOME"
» PAGE 4

slips. Curremtly. cross-veri.
fication of EVM-VVPAT
happens only in five ran-
domly selected poung
booths in a constituency.
said there have
been 41,629 instances of
random  verification ll
date. Ower four crore

VVPAT paper slips were
matched tll date. There
was nota instance of
mismatch.

Huge effort
l'heli(.smdixv-ouldwkea

station.
i mvesage, LOOO VVPAT
slips are required to be

whole anually
count (he vvp.u sllps ofa
single polling

counted. per polling sta-
2 all size and
b nacure of the paper

as,
o 2024. The EC explained
that EVMs are constituted
of ballot units, control un-
its and VVPATs. All units
are sealed in the presence
of candidates or their
agents and stored in strong
rooms for a period of 45
days.
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Vice-Admiral
Tripathi to be
next Navy chief

NEW DELHI

Vice-Admiral Dinesh Kumar

_ Tripathi has been appointed
the next Chief of the Naval
Staff. He is currently the
Vice-Chief of the Navy

and will take over on
superannuation of the current
Chief, Admiral R. Hari Kumar
on April 30. » PAGE 4



Scare in Indonesia

T

: =
S o WS

Lava and smoke erupt from Indonesia’s Mount Ruang on Wednesday, forcing evacuation of thousands of people. AFP (REPORT ON PAGE 14)
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Labourer who
threw stone at
Jagan booked
for attempt

to murder

Vipavawana

The NTR Commissionerate
ice om

person was involved in the
Incident.

A resident of Vaddera
colamy, 1 Vem-

mon aign n Ajltsingh
Magar on April 5.

mar. former
ainister n 1
palli Srinkvas sufered inju-
ries int The Chief

bleeding fnjury on his fore-
head after the incident.
Both he and Mr. Srinivas

erwe:
Governme:
pital, Vijsyawads, on

Based oan the complaint
lodged by the MLA. the
Ajitsingh Nagar police re-
py

accu
cacked the Chief Minister
has been arrested. We will
produce him in court. We
are wying to find out the
motive behind the amack,”
the palice

Reports of EVM error during mock
poll in Kerala are false, EC tells SC

~

NEW DELHI

he Electio
mission
(EC} om Thursday

the Supreme Court

that starements abour four

‘electronic voting machines
(EVMS) erronecushy

in wotes In Esvour of the BIF
Auring moc!

ke polls heid in

Kerala wers pl Ealse.
e Mrsection of a Bosich

of Justices Sanilv Khanna

s hiarve

ne solely by media

Clearimg the akr: Election officists checking the slectronic wotng

machines. SEUTERS

Singh, appearing for the
EC, o “check it up©.
n the CoUrt re-as-

eld in Kasara-
Eod alatrict of Kerala on
Agpril 17

The Bench had asked se-
nior advoc naninder

o
Collector and it appears

that they are false. We will
detaibed Tegort to

The courte Toe subire
Senior advocate Gopal

Wl said they hod meraly

e Court to the me-
dia reports. Their inten-
tions were not adversarial.

s ris and have not verified the ssue
ue:_tu\ral Offecer says misunderstanding was caused by an additional slip released by VYPAT machine during the mock poll

Justice Khanna said the
petitioners hiad gone solely
by the media reports and

had not verified the issue

persorally:
The Bench is hearing
petitions _seeking _100%

cross-verification of EWVM

the sealed ballol Doxes.
have conlended that
the woters have a funda-

mental righ confi-

ent about the accuracy of
the votes they have

The pettioners have

mal-
funcrion or malicious soft-

i: Kerala Chief

ware could be uploaded.
arion

him, the “misunderstand-
ing” was caused by an ad-
dizional ased by the
W PAT during the

ps and is used for an in-
irial imspection ahead of
the mock poll, sald. The
VWPAT slip thar was not
printed during this inidal
on had been re-

tion done’ and VVPAT se-
rial msmber.

Rahul asks why no action taken against Pinarayi

ited Democratic
In Kanmr as part of e

Lok Sabha election cam-
paign on Thursday, M-
‘Gandhi recounted his own
experiences of faci bBack-

to media abuse, losing his
Lok Sabha membership,
enduring 55 hours of mter-
rogation by the ED, and be-
Ing evicted from his affic
ressden:

Mr. Gandhi asked why
My Vijayan has not faced
similar consequences des-

Rabl Gandhi

pite corruption allegations
and other issues. He tugn-
lighted the “Imprisonmen|
of e Gt Ministers—

from, odber States, com
with Mr. Wi

Judiciary., Investigative
agencies such as the ED
and the CBI in “safeguard-
ing democracy™, Mr. Gand-
hi accused the BIF of wea-

Owver 21,000 birds to be

culled in Alappuxzha today

The Animal Husbandry Department will carry

ol
mg ourbreak of disease. We have

rapid response teams to cull birds ™ said Sajees
Kumar K.K.. District Animal Husbandry Officer.

Karmmataka High Court stays
FIR against BY. Raghavendra

Court has stayed a FIR

The Karnataka High
registered against BY. Raghavendra, the BIF

Sabilacs cometn e, S
thire

wendra, e
legality of the FIR registered on a complaint by

an official atx

ached to an election flying squad.

MDD warns of isolated heavy
rain in 3 Kerala districts today

Morth Kerala is likely to recefve a respite from the

Seek amswers: The HGT directed the Tarmd Nadu Peluticn Contrel
Board, the Water Resources Department, and the Emirorment and

Climate Change Secretany to file reparts an the issue. FLE FHaTo

NGT shows concern
over chemicals in
Chennai waterbodies

et
compared to raw water.

Advanced treatment
The study called for an ad-
vanced polishing = erest-

e nge departments
o file reports on the issue.

Polling team treks five hours in deep
forest in Idukki to record a home vote

EOUKEKS

Ta, record a single home
spe

filed an application for
home voting, said Deviku-
lam  Subcollector V.M.

Jayakrishnan. Mooradi ks a

smmzn[lr.E:Lrnalak-udylnl

remote settlement in Eda-
mal frst oribal
panchayat in the State.

Balckody by
jeep in the morning. The
team reached Keppakkad,

5wy b = Eribast

skl iStrict. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

the Inst polt scoemfbie to
wehicles, around am
= (reldnnl;

alingam then cass his vote
with the assistance of his

fficials said the spectal
=d by Munnar

team was 1

BJP will get just above
10 seats in South India

in LS polls:

HyDERABAD

Accusing the BIP of meting
out a stepmotherly treat
ment to South India, Telan-

haredly
any space left for the BJP,
he said In Kerala, he

Revanth

hoped the INDLA bloc will

by the o -
He asked the Prime Mi-

mistes to =

allocated  to southern

Wild tusker ‘Karadi captured
with help of tamed elephants

BEIVAMOGGA

The Karnataka Forest Dhe-
offic

]
esponsible for the
ki of o gl L

cise. The officials said the
tusker would be shifted to

and local pespls during
the operation_

Bengaluru’s KIA named best
regional airport in South Asia

e rthanal Alport. FAE PHETO

opened in the previous 18
covers the Full

: The Terminal 2 of Bengalura's Kempegowda




Bengaluru’s KIA named best
regional airport in South Asia

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The Kempegowda Interna-
tional Airport (KIA) has
been awarded the best re-
gional airport in India and
South Asia at the 2024 Sky-
trax World Airport Awards.

Bangalore International
Airport Limited (BIAL), the
airport operator, said that
this accolade is based on a
comprehensive customer
satisfaction survey.

KIA’s Terminal 2 also se-
cured second position as
the World’s Best New Air-
port Terminal for termi-
nals opened in the 18
months prior to the 2024
World Airport Awards.

BIAL said that this
award covers new airport
terminals  that  have

Feast for eyes: The Terminal 2 of Bengaluru’s Kempegowda
International Airport. FILE PHOTO

opened in the previous 18
months, and covers the full
range of airport facilities,
staff services and customer
experience evaluation.
Since opening in 2023,
Terminal 2 has also re-

ceived a UNESCO Prix Ver-
sailles World’s Most Beauti-
ful Airport award along
with a Special Prize for its
interiors, LEED platinum
certification, and more, it
said.

A INX
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Indigenously built cruise

missile successfully tested

J‘he Defence Research and Det\eLoptnent
ORDOY

n.gm test of a “long i —— inigenously
crulse missile” from the Integrated
Test Range (ITR} in Chandipur off the coast of

specificasions of the missile were not mentioned
bur the missile In-nlced a lor similar to the Nirbhay
subsonic cruise miss

ED attaches properties worth
FO8 crore of Raj Kundra

The Enforcement rectorate (ED), Mumbai
Zomal Office has provisionally atached

immoweable and moveabls properties worth
29779 crore belonging to Ripu Sudan Kundr.
also ko Haj Kundra, under provisions of

e a
af his wife,
actor Shilpa Shemy. a bunglow in Pune and
equity shares in the name of Ral Kundra. The £
infiated a probe on the basis of multiple Firss
Information Reports registened against Varkable
Tech Pre Lid, the late Amic Bhardwa), Alay
Bhardwal, Vivek Bhardwal, Simpy Bhardwal,
rahender Bhardwal and a number of MLM
agents, an ED media statement sald on Thursday.

Srina likely to be ta;
World Craft City from India

The Warld Crafts Council Internaronal (WCCT, &

as

crafts,
for mapping its craft chusters
arbd Craft Ciey
Fate: This yiar o throe mermbor
team of the WOCI is in the city to Inspect craft
clusers, processes volved, and the stamus of
artisans. The final a ns about the cicys
inchaston is likely in the T o
craft work we witnessed so far in Srinagar is
fawdess. The world needs to abour " a
WCEL member, told The Hinde.

WHO defines pathogens
that transmit through air

the air wu] be

ns that i thro
the ©

Activity-based curriculum
drawn up for anganwadis

NEP-based frasnework document says learming begins at binth: seafl in 14 lakh amganwadis: to

be trained and parents encouraged o emngage toddlers in activities oo reach key milestones:

Mairrd
EW DELHI

child’s learning be-
Eins ar month sero,
1

month-by-month mlvmp_r.

o be conducted

rents, angarwadl st and
kers for

listening be e

ealbcing,

Mew approwchi The new .:Jr..:am.n.m.mlwsul-\n6 B
o

three years, and step by
step instructions for care-
thErs and fromtline work-

Education and Literacy,  allthe sensss — Ty conducting early
© ncil of and touch i order Stimulation acevites, she
Educational Besearch = R Hevcingn - sakd.
Training. the of across This Ives gerring the
Home BEconomics. Un-  and develop “early lan-  childs amention, commun-
rversity of Delhi and civil  guage. and emergent lite-  icating with and respond-
soclety organisations. racy and mumeracy” ing to the child, introduc
e TSR of the skl
Continmons learning brain deuzlups In the first  appropriace activities  far
Titled ‘Mavchetana’, the s three years of a child's life,  play, and following the

miviry-based curricubhem fol-
lows mhe National Educa-

The curriculum volves

says Mamya Mahaj:.n. a
member of the inuernal
commitee and founder of
Rocket Learning. The na-
thomal framework provides
detailed ation  on
the importance of brain
development in the frst

child's lead during the ac-

It also involves Belping
the child with a new task
and praising the child for
her efforts.

The document entails
36 sets of s for chil-

1 encour wse of
h objects such as
cups, bottles or lefrover

pleces of fabric. Activities
involve reaching for ob-
jects, imitating  soun

asked to say their
= and sdentify

ewnark says the
sctivities will help identify
with d

‘Westlé baby food
sold in India has

higher sugar content’

Bissdu
NEW DELHAD

Nestle's baby food pro-
ahsces sold in india, as well
At

as in am Latin
American countries, have
higher sugar conment. in
comparison o the same

products sold in European
markets, acconding to 2 re-
port released rece
Eine Taci, the Pl By
International  Balwy
Food Action Neswork (15-
FAN
Arcund 150 baby pro-
anufctured

countries were tested in a
Belgian arory, accord-
ing to IBFAN.

It was found that all 15
Cerelac products for_six
month-obd_babies, which
are sold without any added
sugars in the United King-
dom and cermany. con.
tained 27 grams of added
sugar per serving in India.
Products sold in Ethiopia
and 1

The Food Safety and Standards
Sutharity of india i locking
B e Sewiss NGO nepot.

nasze
The Food Safety and
Authoricy of In-

mearly & grams, the report
sabd.

Cupting back on sugar
Despize World Health Or-
v

tal delays. In such a sioua-
ravacl weork-

DD MNews
SPOrts nNew
saffron logo
before polls

MEW DELHL

Drawing criticism on social
.

Plea in SC seeks access to
reports on Manipur riots,
arrest of ‘radical’ elements

MEW DELHL

The Mani) Tribals Fo-
rum, Delhi (MTFD) has ap-
proached Supreme
Court with an intervening
application, secking that
the two commil
muted by the court — on
headed by former Director

by Justice Gita Mital (re-
tired) — e directed o sup-

ply coples of their reports
o them.

The MTFD, representing
interests of the Kukl Zo pe-
ople. has also soughs for an
order directing the arrest
2 Khuman

of Ko

the Manipur governmment
infor-

peaple killed in the ethnic
condlict

The Stafe has been see-
ing an sthnge conflict bet-
the walley

nds more n
injured, and rens of thou-
sands have been internally
displaced.

in the plea filed by the

munity after the Lok Sabha

elections.
sWe are coming before
with  folded

coure
s e Falen e urgent

mon of added s is a
pricrity for the company.
rver the last five years, ad-
ded sugars have been re-
duced By up @ 30% in fts
infant cereal produ,
compamy sabd.

safery,

be - al su-
gar or salt in their diet
“This predisposes them to

calble diseas-

ing habts and a preference
for sweet tastes from an
early age

CDouble standards®
tiepatologist Cyrise Abby
Philips. wie debunks med-

el TAisAn For et on om o

of sales just in Brazil and
Inclia.” he

Tenggol and the Meitel  said, adding that a similar | pliance with CODEX stan- “Mestle has double star-
Lowr, while the colour is al- Leepun  were all situarion prevailed with rds [a commission esta-  dards for the Western mar-
50 used predominanty in “preparing for a new on-  Tespect to the lita- | Blished by WHO and the ket compared to the Asian
the ruling BIF's party flag. e wibal com- of the Kuki-Zo victims. | Food agriculture Or-  market,” he added.
SO EOL

15 Certsinly betrayerwas behended and butchessd in the recent
pazt 20}

1T Ohic weiter met Frank, perhaps (4-51

21 Crminals are
23 Cons
Adissension M istand (130

i computer scence (4]
LS agent withdrews Englich partner without

25 japaness cartann cnems shat wRhoUt openng credies {5)
25 Cold begal ciaim bet looas on L8 e et TeprerauT b

Down
1 Dismizsal of evidence_ [10]
2 _h

B moves 1o the end, Chse Do win (4]
2B Conceptisally, selors ssssy’s ke, bac

nE subetmnce (101

[ — u.u..;.m and W saking twe drugs to s US
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Krishna turns messenger

Human beings are repeatedly born based on their karma,
or deeds. God is not influenced by karma, but He also

takes various
Lord Kr

irths of His have passed
ter I'V sboka 5

declares in Sri Bhagavad Gita that many

1y vkl — Chap-

53
Yoeding niac sy Ee trkes. woioa bicthe s ot

- assigns a walid
« 1mpun.qnt is to protect
ma (Parithra-

thons.
reason to be born, and o

good and it and te establish dhar
ey Sadfruerasm — Chapter I'V sloka 8)

Sri Bharathan Sweamy sald in a discourse that Lord

Krishna.

the role of

an emissary on el nr the Pandavas. To instl confi-

3 Dispaich meal Bieyond L 151 n dence in S0l Siras mind, Han . degrading his starus,
4 Spell atihe far end st Brishane’s nasiy? Ve, almost (4,3 =] 1 told her in Asokavanam that he hjrnseli though the last
5 Hewton's old, sghty in e this Gl st Friiass qush o
T Rasecnioe i i an stats hers morming srrves eaclior (51 DIFFICUL T RaTiNG. oo T and
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Indigenously built cruise

missile successfully tested

The Defence Research and Development
Organisation (DRDO) conducted a successful
flight test of a “long range subsonic indigenously
developed cruise missile” from the Integrated
Test Range (ITR) in Chandipur off the coast of
Odisha, the DRDO announced on Thursday. “The
missile followed the desired path using waypoint
navigation and demonstrated very low altitude
sea-skimming flight. During the test, all
subsystems performed as per expectation,” the
DRDO said in a statement. The details or the
specifications of the missile were not mentioned
but the missile looked a lot similar to the Nirbhay
subsonic cruise missile.




Srinagar likely to be tagged as
World Craft City from India

The World Crafts Council International (WCCI), a
Kuwait-based organisation working on
recognition and preservation of traditional crafts,
has picked Srinagar for mapping its craft clusters
before its final nomination as the World Craft City
(WCC) from India this year. A three-member
team of the WCCl is in the city to inspect craft
clusters, processes involved, and the status of
artisans. The final announcement about the city’s
inclusion is likely in the next two months. “The
craft work we witnessed so far in Srinagar is
flawless. The world needs to know about it,” a
WCCI member, told The Hindu.




Activity-based curriculum
drawn up for anganwadis

NEP-based framework document says learning begins at birth; staff in 14 lakh anganwadis to

be trained and parents encouraged to engage toddlers in activities to reach key milestones

Maitri Porecha
NEW DELHI

child’s learning be-

gins at month zero,

emphasises the Na-
tional Framework of Early
Childhood Stimulation,
2024, which lays down
month-by-month activities
to be conducted by pa-
rents, anganwadi staff and
ASHA workers for children
from birth to the age of
three.

The framework docu-
ment has been finalised by
an internal committee
comprising representa-
tives from the Ministries of
Women and Child Deve-
lopment, Health and Fami-
ly Welfare and Education,
the Department of School
Education and Literacy,
the National Council of
Educational Research and
Training, the Institute of
Home Economics, the Un-
iversity of Delhi and civil
society organisations.

Continuous learning
Titled ‘Navchetana’, the ac-
tivity-based curriculum fol-
lows the National Educa-
tion Policy, 2020 that calls
for a continuum of learn-
ing. Staff in 14 lakh angan-
wadis will be given training
in the curriculum.

The curriculum involves

New approach: The new curriculum involves talking, playing and
listening to music. FILE PHOTO

talking, playing, moving,
listening to music and
sounds, and stimulation of
all the senses — particularly
sight and touch in order to
reach developmental mil-
estones across domains,
and develop “early lan-
guage, and emergent lite-
racy and numeracy”.

As much as 75% of the
brain develops in the first
three years of a child’s life,
says Namya Mahajan, a
member of the internal
committee and founder of
Rocket Learning. The na-
tional framework provides
detailed information on
the importance of brain
development in the first

three years, and step by
step instructions for care-
givers and frontline work-
ers on conducting early
stimulation activities, she
said.

This involves getting the
child’s attention, commun-
icating with and respond-
ing to the child, introduc-
ing age and skill
appropriate activities for
play, and following the
child’s lead during the ac-
tivities.

It also involves helping
the child with a new task,
and praising the child for
her efforts.

The document entails
36 sets of activities for chil-

dren from months O to 36.
It encourages the use of
household objects such as
cups, bottles or leftover
pieces of fabric. Activities
involve reaching for ob-
jects, imitating sounds,
spinning bangles, putting
objects in and out of a jar
and removing knots in a
handkerchief in the first
year.

Step by step

After a year, the activities
include encouraging chil-
dren to feed themselves
and explore the house, in-
volving them in the kitch-
en, playing with dough and
introducing them to a
mirror.

At the age of 18 months,
children are encouraged to
scribble with a crayon and
at 24 months, the recom-
mended activities include
shoe sorting and matching.
By the age of three, chil-
dren are introduced to a
cycle, asked to say their
names and  identify
colours.

The framework says the
activities will help identify
children with developmen-
tal delays. In such a situa-
tion, the anganwadi work-
er or parent can adapt by
picking up activities re-
commended for children a
few months younger.
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U.S. weekly
Jjobless claims
stay at low level

Fed’s ditemmas Labour-market resilience may fead the
Fed to delay cutting interest rates until September. AFP

Beuters
WASHINGTON

The number of Americans filing new claims for
benefits was at a low
level Last week, pointing to continued Lsbour-

nce, which is.

doube that the U.S. central bank will lower
borrowing costs this year.
poffs. Tow.

remain low. We expect
contination of the current trend, with a farther
adij

e
firings.” said! Ru.beela Faroogi, chief US.

High
‘Initial claims for State uncmployment benefits

around in a 1,94,000-2,25,000
range this y

Gnadjusted claims declined 6,756 to 2.08,509
last week.

needed to be restrictive for longer.

Carbon price fall deprives Europe’s
green funds of billions of euros

stential EU carbon revenues

dip slims financi

: carbon prices forecast to stay relatively

startay
l(m in 2024; the EU l:nnuv:n.lunl-\lmlm!h&H(xsmnfumlfmmscenllcchm)lugl&“hmmebkxnbanhngonmmcc(chl’mle change goals

NEWS ANALYSIS

Beuters
FLORENCE/BERLIN

drop in the Euro-

geted for and
e se some
bon projects in the EU.
After soaring _above
€100 per tonne of CO2 Last
year, the cost of EU carbon
permits had nearly halved
¢ February, as ns
covered by the market
plunged as a result of lower
power demand and higher
renewable power

aesnston
e fall has wip,
€41 bnlllnn ($4.36 bllllon)

this year, an analysis of
miacker: Aa0n’ shared it

Market dynamics: Prices are being dampened by short-term factors, says Veyt's Sorhus. FEUTERS

gles such as hydrogen and
caprure, which the

mates,
raise €40
cade, if CO2 pri
aged €75/t in that period.
The EAT ea

ee

Lot caahs o she enierity
ransition would be a
biow to European
industrics struggling to
go green while staying

Veyt showed,
While the dip in emis-
e car

Eising e then-expactad
for EU gre transition
funds and o pzy for the cli-

bon price h.
Vo s Teval e prsoce than
three months. It was trad-
ing at aroun

ednesday.

Lower revenue

As a result, EU carbon re-

venues so far in 2024 are

30% less than if carbon
had

States.”

The EU _Innovation
¥und is the blocs main
fund for nascent technolo-

’
average 2023 price. which
was €83.6/t, the data from
Veyt shows.

“If there Is less money &

will affect the number of
Projects the funds can sup-

port.”
Yan Qin said. e carbon
market also feeds a Moder-
nisation Fund to help the
poorest EU countries
away from fossil fuels.

Less cash for the energy
ransition would be a blow
to EBuropean industries
that are struggling to go

green while staying com-
petitive  internationally.
Some are already shifiing

ents to the U.S,, to
benefit from clean-technol-

ey Catvatio, Framce, Gee-
d

“We've never invested

cades, and that's
than! the Innowvation
Fund,” Holcim Vice Presi-

it may bid for the fund
again in future.

Analysts say the EU car-
bon price dip is likely tem-

are set to
this decade s the
market gra-

permits each year, while a
special “reserve~ will

soak up some excess sup-
Ply. SHll, some have lo-

age price forecase for the

~Without that (the EU

fuel.
“It’s really one of the ve-

o
€94 /t in 2024. That had
dropped to €74/t in a poll
in January. “The market
has wrned more bearish
than anyone expected,”
said LSEG's Yan Qin.

r pro-
jects also received bids for
nearly three tumes the
€100- million budgse.

Ges n start-up Heatrix
Is comsidering bidding for
support for its first com-
mercial plant. to convert

into
indus-

comment on the carbon
market pi

Funding uncertainty
The Innovation Fund sup-

trial heat.

“Delay investments”
Co-founder Wel Wu said

investments in
ports L technol- i

ogies 4 developers th a higher EU carbon
said lack funding as rice would help make

71 hope Ir's just 2 tem-
porary state ... And it's go-
Ing to rise again.” she sald.

+ Resisting the dragon

Pulling the plisg: The BYD EV Dolphin Mini, = low-cast EV, being urweiled in Mexico City. Mexico's

the US_ is keeping Chinese automakers st arm's length by

inwestment in EV production, three Mexican officiais famiiar with the matter said. REUTERS.

1 government, under pressure from
fuzing to offer incentives such a3 low-cost pubc land or tax cuts for

Xiaomi says sales of its electric car
3-5 times higher than expected

Beuters
BEUING

alent of TikTok, that gar-
nered more than 34 mil-
tion viewers.

Xiaom! introduced its

ed China EV market with

x1aomi

an atention-grabbing
price tag — under $30.000
for the base ode which
is $4.000 cheaper than the
base model of Tealas Mo-

pock-
ets and expects to lose mo-

su7

Deep pockets: Giti estimates the SU7 could generate a net loss of
4.1 billian yusn, ce an swersge of 65,000 yuan

per car. sEUTERS

ers e
lopment plans, he said
Xiaomi had no plans to

build offroad vehicles and
would primarily focus on
the SU7.

\‘\hlle the world's lar-
ket is chal-

smartphone
gives it an edge
dashboar

prized
cons:

yuan, or an average
of 68,000 yuan per car.
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What's the correlation between price of gold and U.S. dollar?

B. Bhagwan Das

Global price of gold (24 ca-
rat) on April 10 was
$2,349.88 per ounce. In In-
dia it was ¥7,174 per gram.
In recent weeks gold has
witnessed  phenomenal
price increase, with expec-
tations to rise further. I did
an econometric study of
the major influences on
the international price of
gold, taking historical data
of more than 30 years and
arrived at the following
results:

There was a direct rela-
tionship between global
price of crude oil and the
international price of gold
(positive correlation) and
an inverse relationship bet-
ween the external value of
the U.S. dollar and the in-
ternational price of gold
(negative correlation).

~aa

Simply put, whenever glo-
bal oil prices shot up, the
price of gold also rose. Si-
milarly, whenever the U.S.
dollar declined in value
against the currencies of its
major trading partners,
gold appreciated in price.

The explanation is quite
simple. Rise in internation-
al crude oil prices signalled
the spectre of global infla-
tion, which led to an in-
crease in the demand for
gold as a hedge against in-
flation, gold being a real as-
set unlike financial assets
and hence not subject to
loss of value. Similarly
since the global price of
gold is expressed in U.S.
dollars, its depreciation
meant global price of gold
had to rise.

However, gold’s price is
determined by supply and
demand factors. The pro-

R

duction of gold by produc-
ing countries and the cost
of mining gold are factors
to be considered on the
supply side. Since most of
the available gold in the
world has already been

What’s in store:The current positive correlation between gold, USD prices may get corrected. REUTERS

mined, new production
will involve digging deeper
into the bowels of the
earth, which is expensive,
as goldmining is both an
energy and labour inten-
sive. So when the prices of

crude oil and natural gas
rise, it contributes to the

rise in the price of gold.
However more than
gold’s supply, its demand
contributes to periodic
spikes in its price. The de-
L —

mand for gold can be bro-
ken up into institutional,
investor, consumer and in-
dustrial demand. It is insti-
tutional demand in the
form of central banks’ de-
mand for gold that drives
its price up to record levels
each day.

Central banks buy gold
to boost their reserve as-
sets, as it is a store of value
and forms the basis for the
issue of new currency.
Faced with the threat of in-
flation against the back-
drop of the current in-
crease in crude oil prices
(Brent crude touching $90
a barrel) and geopolitical
uncertainty in the wake of
the wars in Weat Asia and
Eastern Europe, central
banks worldwide, especial-
ly the Central Bank of Chi-
na, are stocking up on
gold. Foreign currency re-

serves in central banks un-
der the current situation
are subject to risk and loss
of value.

Investor demand comes
from individuals as well as
institutional investors,
who would like to invest in
physical gold or their fi-
nancial derivatives and ex-
change traded funds
(ETFs) as a component of
their investment portfolio.
Return on investment is an
investor’s primary con-
cern, but diversification of
risk and safety of invest-
ment, under uncertain ge-
opolitical and economic
conditions is driving de-
mand from this group.

Consumer demand aris-
es from individuals as well
as jewellers. In both China
and India, the largest con-
sumers and importers of
gold, it is bought as a tradi-

-

tional store of wealth and
as ornaments for special
occasions. So, consumer

demand is mostly
seasonal.
Industrial demand is in-

fluenced by technology.
Gold as a metal is preferred
by industry for its intrinsic
properties like malleability
and conductivity.

The current positive
correlation between gold’s
price and the price of the
U.S. dollar (exchange rate)
is a short term aberration,
which is likely to get cor-
rected. Both are being de-
manded as reserve assets
and safe havens of invest-
ment given  current
uncertainties.

(The writer teaches Eco-
nomics at Asian College of
Journalism and is former
HoD, Economics, Loyola
College, Chennai)
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LAKSHADWEEP GETS READY TO VOTE

Kiltan sland, Lakshadweep. on

Ara

anxiety is that there has o be a
faith in the system.~ Justice
Sanjiv Khanna

PLEA FOR 100% VERIFICATION WITH VVPAT SLIPS

SC reserves order, says rising
turnout shows people’s faith
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very year. the percentage of
neovxe e e bean Voring
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My people not allowed
in temples... if I went to
Avodhya, would they
have tolerated it: Kharge

Says Murmu, Kovind not called for temple,
new Parliament events as theyare SC,.ST

MANOJCG
NEW DELHI APRSL 18

SAYING THAT
(SCs) still face discrimination

n *=.

In Uttarakhand, home of past & present
CDS worry over Agnipath — but not BJP

ing the

PAURIGARHWAL APRIL 18

1N THESE pants of Uttasakhand,
native son General Bipin Rawat.
the Chief of Defersce Staff (CDS)
who died in 3 heficopees crash.
Asdoes

g

Kejriwal eating mangoes to
raise sugar levels, create
case for bail, ED tells court
iy

IR M CHAREIR Aok st/ AUt

s being arvested in the ex-
cise policy case, was deliberately  create grounds for bail, the ED al-
eating mangoes and other foodto  leged in.a Dedhi coust on Thursclay:
raise his blood sugas levels and CONTINUED £

On Tuesday. addressing 3
rally in the Gartiwal Lok Sa

the issues, saying Uttarakhand
was filled with ~the families of

Army jawans and retired Army
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Yrs after Sonia took Nehru papers, PM
museum set to seek view on ownership

DIVYAA& LEENA MISRA
NEW DELHI AHMEDABAD.
AP 18

THE PRIME Ministers’ Museum

NMME — is planning

Jawahartal Netiru,
donated after 1971 by Indira
Gandu and Later by Sonia Gandii.

The Indian Express has learnt

This foliows the Annual
General Meeting (AGM) of
PMAML. chaired by Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh
February. during which a large
partaf

= SoniaGandhi
My 2006

The “issue™ of Sonia Gandhi
having reclaimed a
private papers donated by the
Ganal =

Nermala

Exship sl rasir st of pet-
15 in its collectson.
Ciualng those of Tormer P

Nehru's peivate papers in the
PAAL's colSection, of which 51
boxes were taken back by
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FIRSTOUTREACH BY NEW PAK GOVT

Maryam quotes father

Nawaz:

‘Don’t fight

with neighbours, open
doors of frlendshlp

SHUBHAJIT ROY &
KAMAL

NEW DELHI, AMRITSAR.
L8

IN WHAT is being seen as the

he new
establishment in Istamabad,
b ter
fa-
ther. theee-timme Prime Minister
as saying: “don’t

fight wars with  Deighbour
the dooes endship._

q;mmeam.sutym.um.ns-
Speaking to about 3.000

ermment 1 jurse. when
thels

polls becomes clear.

Sahib. Maryam. seen as the

Urge India to maintain
its active role to help
stop war in Gaza: Iran

One of crew onboard seized ship back
home, envoy says others free to returr

SHUBHAJIT ROY
NEW DELHI, APRL 18

in Gaza, Iran’s Ambassador to
P Dl 1eaj Flahi told The
racion Express Thussday.

His remaris come the day

Arfes that was seized by kanian
mititasy due to its alleged links
with Israel over the weekend, re-

furned o Kochi.
Ihe Mintsery of Exvern
Affasrs said that the Indian em-

bassy in Tehan 15 touch with
the remaining 16 Indian crem
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

s debut Campalgrl Mumbal upgrade voice in Delhl

his way through the con-

PRATIP ACHARYA
MUMASAL APRE 18 cpak joshi. a local resi-
Gt of Bhadian Mg i Malad
‘West of the Mumbai Noeth con-
sticuency. echoing many resi-
dlentsbiese

THES IS his first Lok Sabha efec-
of

Wednesday. Goyal ook
ehe fizae big step in his debut

public gathering in
B T095 am arsidst a swell of

Comenerce and Industry Piyush
Goyal has kicked off his cam-

£ yet to name his réval And,
there's a growing buzz ca the
that 3 vote for him wall

frean the local voice heard at the
national level, in corridors of

year-old two-time MP is also
partof Goyal's . il

T at the 7!$-ye.u-ola »um
Temple in

he n <commit

£ transform Utiar Mumbar-

(North Mumbai) to “Utam
mbai™ (Ideal Musnbai

ks
S akey priceity — be has been as-

larger

“where the next BJP-led NDA

Government would transform
India ingo 2 world le.

Modiji has given a clarion

Encia Viksit

no«nmnnmmmm

es

pecially daily commuters or

Mumbai's ¢ uburbar
s G

s-w.xyormaneausnmu-

and
relieve its ANSPOIT infrastruc-

Py Nagar. it

epaper.indianexpressisom

ing voters. Coyal headed o
Nagas in Kandivali — 3
Totiity th comprises oty

a strang local resonance. “Wher
Piyushii was the Railway minis
ter. he frequented the Malad
Kandivali and Borivali statson:
ana themn a much-needec




Norway’s wealth fund
posts $109-bn Q1 profit

GWLADYS FOUCHE
Oslo, April 18

NORWAY'S $1.6 TRILLION
wealth fund, theworld’s largest,
posted arecord profit of 1.2 tril-
lion crowns ($109 billion) on
Thursdayforthe first quarter of
2024, boosted by strong tech
stocks and a continuing boom
in artificial intelligence.

It was the fund’s highest
quarterly return in absolute
termssinceits creationin 1996
and compared with a profit of
893 billion crowns at the same
timeayearago.The fund’s rela-
tive total return was 9.1% in
the January-March period.

“It is a remarkably strong
quarter,” deputy CEO Trond
Grande told Reuters, adding
that the return was driven by
theworld’s top tech companies,
dubbed “the Magnificent
Seven”, in particular NVIDIA
and Microsoft.
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“For NVIDIA, it is making
the hardware for AI,” he said.

“(And for) other companies
that are farahead in looking at
how they can apply this new
technology,and of course mon-
etise it, like Microsoft in the
enterprise spaceand Meta Plat-

forms in the social media
space”.

The fund invests the pro-
ceeds of the Norwegian state’s
oil and gas production into
stocks, bonds, unlisted prop-
erty and renewable projects
abroad.

Its size is equivalent to
$283,000 forevery Norwegian
man, woman and child.

Since the end of the first
quarter, markets have been"a
little bit more jittery", Grande
said, given delayed expecta-
tions that the.S Federal Reserve
and other central banks would
cut interest rates. The fund
expected inflation to remain“a
little bit more sticky than per-
hapswas anticipated”.

“Aslongasyoudon’tseethe
inflation moving closer to the
banks’ targets, rates are going
to stay where they are—the
short-term rates,” Grande said.

—REUTERS



'POEM-3 Missién and Space Debris



* Recently, ISRO's PSLV-C58/XPoSat mission achieved near-zero debris
in Earth's orbit by converting the final stage into the PSLV Orbital
Experimental Module-3 (POEM-3), which then safely re-entered the
atmosphere rather than remaining in orbit after completing its
mission.



e What is POEM?

* POEM is an innovative space platform developed by the Vikram
Sarabhai Space Centre (VSSC).
* |t repurposes the fourth stage of a PSLV rocket into a stable orbital station for
conducting in-space scientific experiments with diverse payloads.

* Its inaugural use occurred during the PSLV-C53 mission in June 2022.

* Normally, the fourth stage of the PSLV hecomes space debris after deploying satellites, but in the
PSLV-C53 mission, it served as a stabilised platform for experiments.



* POEM-3 Mission: |

* t was launched as part of the PSLV C-58 mission on 1st January 2024.
After deploying the XpoSat satellite, the fourth stage was transformed
into POEM-3 and lowered to a 350-km orbit, significantly reducing the
risk of space debris generation.



e Current Status:

* According to ISRO’s Space Situational Assessment Report 2022, the world
placed 2,533 objects in space in 179 launches in 2022 alone.In 2022,
three major on-orbit break-up events occurred, contributing to most of the
debris created that year:

 March 2022; Intentional destruction of Russia’s Cosmos 1048 in an anti-satellite
test.

* July 2022: Break-up of the upper stage of Japanese H-2A while deploying the
GOSAT-2 satellite.

* November 2022: Accidental explosion of the upper stage of China’s Yunhai-3.



THE GROWING PROBLEM OF SPACE DEBRIS /~ tam

Low Earth Orbit

approx. 160 to 2,000 km asl

| Debris in Low Earth Orbit 7

International Space Station

« 10 cm and Larger = 20,000+ objects ADDIGL-500 1o 400 ki giel

* 1-10 ¢cm = 500,000 objects
» Under 1 cm = over 10 million
untrackable objects

Tracking and Speed

« Most debris is tracked using radar
by the US Department of Defense.
« Orbiting debris moving over 28,000 kph.
" (23 times the speed of sound)

Potential Damage

At high speeds, even paint flecks can cause
- serious damage to satellites, spacecraft
and the ISS. Every collision creates more
debris, producing a cascading problem.

 GEUandtnelarger problem ‘ : Geosynchronous Earth Orbit
' The world depends on satellites in geosynchronous ! QTR Sad00 B i
Earth orbit for communications and GPS. But debris
| is largely untrackable at this orbit, meaning that
. cascading collisions could make it unusable. A
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Surya Tilak Project Ram Lalla
Source: PIB






 What is the Surya Tilak Project?

* About:

* The Surya Tilak Project represents a unique fusion of technology and tradition,
meticulously engineered to illuminate the forehead of Lord Ram's idol with a
precise beam of sunlight during the revered festival of Ram Navami.

* The Indian Institute of Astrophysics (I1A) under the Department of Science and
Technology was crucial in the Surya Tiluk Project at Ayodhya.


https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/starberry-sense#:~:text=What%20is%20Indian%20Institute%20of,and%20Technology%2C%20Government%20of%20India.

* Calculation and Positioning

* The IIA team carried out the calculation of the sun's position, design, and
optimisation of the optical system for the Surya Tilak Project.

* The Rum Navami date varies each year following the Gregorian calendar due to its
solar nature, while the Hindu calendar is lunar-based.

* The Gregorian calendar is based on Earth's revolution around the Sun, making it a solar
calendar with roughly 365 days in a year, whereas the Hindu calendar is based on the Moon's
revolution around Earth, making it a lunar calendar with roughly 354 days in a year.
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* The United Nations Population Fund's (UNFPA) State of World
Population - 2024 report revealed that India's population is estimated
to double in 77 years.

* Key Highlights: India leads globally with an estimated population of
1.44 billion, followed by China at 1.425 billion.

* India's population was recorded at 1.21 billion during the last census,
conducted in 2011.



The report revealed that 24% were aged 0-14, 17% aged 10-19, and 26% aged 10-24. 68%
aged 15-64, and 7% aged 65 and above.

Men have a life expectancy of 71 years and women 74 years.

The report also highlighted that 30 years of India’s progress in sexval and reproductive health
has largely ignored the most marginalised communities globally. It noted that the percentage
of child marriage in India was at 23% hetween 2006-2023.
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