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“There should be no boundaries to human endeavor. We are all different. However
bad life may seem, there is always something you can do, and succeed at. While there’s

life, there is hope.”

—Stephen Hawking
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Israel says it
has right to
protect itself

T.N. tops in

socio-economic
parameters
State has recorded

ELGAR PARISHAD CASE KANKER SHOOTOUT

Ex-professor Shoma
Sen released on bail

NEWS » PAGE &

WORLD » PAGE 14

Anti-Naxal operations
will continue: Shah
NEwS » PAGE S

holistic development

OPINION » PAGE S

Capitals prove too
good for Titans

SPORT » PAGE 16

INSIDE

the Communist Party of India
(Marx=t)s manifesto promise
o cismantie nuciear weapons.
in the country. » PAGE 3

dead by militants
in Anantnag

SRINAGAR
A Bihar resident was shot dead
by mitants in the Kashmir
walley on Wednesday, just two.
days ahesd of the first phase

ilitants fired upon Raju Shah
at sablipors in south Kashrme's
Anantnag. » PAGE 4

EC halts Bengal Governor’s
Cooch Behar trip on poll eve

Poll body s

s Ananda Boses

amme will violate Model Code of Conduct and disturb poll

officials and the police: it feels there is no imminently known' need for the tour on April 18, 19

NEW DELHI
aking a tough
stance, the Elec-

Cooch Behar is set to

no mmines
requirement for the Gover-

West Bengal Governor CV. Ananda Bose praying ot 3 Hanuman
Tempile in Kolata cn Ram Navami. ant

nor to visit the place and
that

e el “Under It added that the entire

{the] Model Code of district tion and
duct and b day. no  police force would be fully
a1 n be in -

man-
have

for G
as proposed in his issued

and would
to divert from those time-

duties if they were

No deals on Manipur’s
territorial integrity: CM

NEW DELH

Peace talks between the
Kuki-Zo and Meitei com-
munities of Manipur will

required to_ provide be accepted if they
<cov- ter-

er for the Governor. ritorial integrity, Chief ALi-
nister N. Biren Singh said

Silence period
Under Section 126 of the

ple Act, 1951, the ~sik
period~ brings in a multi-
of restrict and a

said

them during the election.

on  Wednesday. echoing
Union Home Minister Amit

>

Manipur CM Biren Singh with Union Home Minister Amit Shah

erupted last May. So far, ov-
er 220 people have been
il

peace negotiations that di-

The Se
duled Tril ki-Zo and
valley-based Meltei com-

nities haw -

ve been e
gaged in an ethnic conflict
in the State since violence

led, injured,
and s of thousands dis-

Meiteis claim that they are

indigenous to the land and
hence should qualify to be
called Formal

Eeeen apex
ch'll bodls of the Meiteis
are yet to begin.

during = campaign rally in Imohal on Apeil 15, #7

Mr. Singh added that the
Home Minister had ack-
nowledged deliberate at-
tempts to disrupt the de-
mographic balance of the
State, asking why “this
fact~ was apparently un-
known to the Opposition.

has accused the Union go-
vernment of discriminato-
ry treatment in retaining
AFSPA in the hill districes,
while lifting it from the lm-

phal al ue
s from PTD

irviia of upto $3 billia, manty
for building a new factory,

discussions said. » PAGE 12

Centre tweaks Green Credit
Programme norms; to focus
on restoration of ecosystem

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELH)

Amid concerns that the
Green Credit Programme

Two years after planting

Parties can Iy
to 3

afforcstation will be
carried out by State

(GCP), which
and_indivi-

U.S. Navy plane
tramnsits disputed
Taiwan Strait

TareEr
The US. said > Nawy aircraft
flew through the contentious
Tarwan Strait on Wednesday, s
day after U.S. and Chinese
defence chicfs held their st
talks since Nowember 2022 in
20 effort to reduce tensions in
the regicn. » PAGE 15

chmlle ‘e e ik m (Rt
n project in ‘degraded"
i‘ones: lands for ‘green cre-

and an evalua-

Forest depai the
organisation and used in
fwo ways: el wsing it to

387 land parcels of degrad-  complying with existing

ed forest land — worth
nearly 10,983 hectares. In-

s, to recompense

can apply to Indian Coun-
cil of
and Education (l(}KL).

body of the

cy mast to res-

toring over

merely tree pay &
So far, The Hindu has e

learnt, forest departments
of I3 States have offered

Ministry. to

State forest departments.

by an
amount of land elsewhere.

Weather extremes

Astreet in Dubai flooded after heavy rain on Tuesday. REUTERS [SEPORT O PAGE 14)

Campaigning ends

NEW DELHI
Political parties held their
last rallies in 102 Lok Sabha
constituencies on Wednes-

day as campaigning came
o an end for the first phase

102 seats. winning 45 as
against 41 seats for the BIP-
led National Democratic

crore
el com their potas
with 950 candidates in the
Tray, Avound 10.24 Lakh v
ters in Puducherry will
choose

for 102 seats in first phase of polls scheduled for tomorrow

dent  Akhilesh  Yadav

for
from 26
-~ Pradesh. the
d

ampalg- ended in ‘eighe

gress  leader Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra holding a
roadshow in Saharan,
supporting her party’s can-

didate Imran B
majwadi Party (SP) presi-

=
Officials

bandhan candidate, Ku-

tson, all four seats had gone
o lhe NDA.

a Pradesh, six
I.A)k Sabha seats in the tri-
bal belt of the Mahakashal

camrying
bound for a polling station in Sukma, Cha.

EVM= and cther polling materiaks board an sircraft
attisgarh on Wednesday. AFe

Kamal Nath's son and sit-
ting MP Nakul Nath is the

eastern Rajasthan in 2019,

while the Jats will play a

Crucial role in the Shekha-
warl regl

Chandhary Lal Singh and
the

sh»eAudlunysc.n - Sa
roori. Twelve candidates
are in the fray.

“Jats to play crucial role”
‘Twelve of the 25 Lok Sabha

unmk Party. The Con-
expects to win over
e  Gullar  community,

which had overwhelming-
ly supported the BIP in

d Jaspur

es (OBC) list, is likely to km-

pact the BfP's prospeces.
rashtra, five

conmdeenios A soing to

ideological
parent. In 2019, the a_u»
Shiv Sena

e o oy of hate
seats_

In West Bengal, polling
will be held in three seats




Centre tweaks Green Credit
Programme norms; to focus
on restoration of ecosystem

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

Amid concerns that the
Green Credit Programme
(GCP), which encourages
organisations and indivi-
duals to invest in afforesta-
tion project in ‘degraded’
forest lands for ‘green cre-
dits, may encourage tree
planting for financial gains,
the Union Environment
Ministry — the overall coor-
dinator of the programme
— has clarified that prima-
cy must be accorded to res-
toring ecosystems over
merely tree planting.

So far, The Hindu has
learnt, forest departments
of 13 States have offered

Parties can apply
to ‘restore’ forests,
and the actual
afforestation will be
carried out by State
Forest departments

387 land parcels of degrad-
ed forest land — worth
nearly 10,983 hectares. In-
dividuals and companies
can apply to Indian Coun-
cil of Forestry Research
and Education (ICFRE), an
autonomous body of the
Environment Ministry, to
pay to “restore” these for-
ests. The actual afforesta-
tion will be carried out by
State forest departments.

Two years after planting
and following an evalua-
tion by the ICFRE, each
such planted tree could be
worth one ‘green credit’.
These credits can be
claimed by the financing
organisation and used in
two ways: either using it to
complying with existing
forest laws that require or-
ganisations, which divert
forest land for non-forestry
purposes, to recompense
by providing an equivalent
amount of land elsewhere.
Or be used for reporting
under environmental, so-
cial and governance lea-
dership norms or to meet
corporate social responsi-
bility (CSR) requirements.




IN FOCUS

Areas which will be part
of the credit system

B Tree plantation

u Water

® Sustainable agriculture
¥ Waste management

® Air pollution reduction

® Mangrove conservation
and restoration

W Ecomark

W Sustainable buildingand
infrastructure

Picture courtesy: The Print

u The
mechanism will
be implemented
Ina phased
manner

® |nitially, twoto
three activities
from the eight
sectors are under
consideration for
designingand
piloting the
Programme

® Further, more
activities will be
added fromthe
selected sectors




Topic

Details

Mission LiFE (Lifestyle for Environment) (launched in
Oct 2022) is a global movement initiated by India to
promote an environmentally conscious lifestyle.

Lifestyle For
Environment

Need Addressing environmental degradation and climate change at the individual and
community level

Aim It aims to replace mindless consumption with mindful utilization and encourages
individuals and communities to undertake climate-friendly actions in their daily
lives.

Approach | Focus on individual behaviours, co-create globally, leverage local cultures

Objectives | Promote environmentally conscious lifestyle, nudge individuals to undertake
climate-friendly actions, create a global network of Pro-Planet People (P3)

Example Promoting Sustainable Transportation: Encouraging individuals to use public
transport, carpooling, cycling, or walking instead of private vehicles to reduce
carbon emissions and promote a greener commute.

Other Glasgow Climate Meet (Cop26), Panchamrit strategy, International Solar Alliance,

related National Action Plan on Climate Change, National Clean Air Programme (NCAP),

initiatives | National Biofuel Policy




A carbon credit is a unit of exchange that can be used to offset
greenhouse gas emissions.

One carbon credit is equivalent to one metric ton of carbon dioxide
or equivalent greenhouse gases removed from the atmosphere.

The concept of carbon credit originated from the Kyoto Protocol.




Weather extremes

Flooded desert: A street in Dubai flooded after heavy rain on Tuesday. REUTERS (REPORT ON PAGE 14)



ALIND CHAUHAN
NEW DELHI, APRIL 17

THE UNITED ARAB EMIRATES (UAE)
recorded the heaviest rain ever after a se-
vere thunderstorm hit the country onMon-
day night, killing at least one person, and
causing damage to homes and businesses.

According to the state-run WAM
news agency, the rain was “a historic
weather event” that surpassed “anything
documented since the start of data col-
lection in 1949” — that was before the
UAE was established in 1971.

Heavy rain is unusual in the UAE,
which s an arid, Arabian peninsula coun-
try. However, it occasionally rains in the
region during the cooler winter months.

What happened?

The thunderstorm began on Monday
night, and by Tuesday evening had
dumped more than 142 millimetres(mm)
of rain onto the desert city of Dubai. Usually,
the city witnesses this much rainin a year
and a half. An average year sees 94.7 mm
of rain at Dubai International Airport.

The heavy rain led to disruption of air
travel as flights were either diverted or de-
layed. Operations at the airport were tem-
porarily suspended for 25 minutes on
Tuesday afternoon. Across Dubai, homes
were flooded and vehicles were aban-
doned on roadways. Popular shopping
centres like Dubai Mall and Mall of the
Emirates were also flooded.

The city of Al Ain, which is nearly 130
kilometres (km) away from Dubai, wit-
nessed record rainfall of 254 mm.

What led to the heavy rainfall?

The primary reason for this heavy rain
was a storm system, which was passing
through the Arabian peninsula and mov-

Dubai on Wednesday. Reuters

ing across the Gulf of Oman.

According toa report by the Associated
Press, the rain could have been exacer-
bated by cloud seeding, a process of
spraying salt mixtures in clouds that
would result in condensation of the cloud
and eventually cause rainfall. The UAE'’s
National Center for Meteorology had
flown six or seven cloud-seeding flights
before the rain, the AP report said.

Some experts suggested that climate
change could also be behind the heavy
rain. The UAE’s average surface temper-
ature has increased by 0.4 degree Celsius
between 2003 and 2022.

Higher temperatures cause evapora-
tion of water not only from land but also
oceans and other water bodies, meaninga
warmer atmosphere holds more moisture.
For every 1 degree Celsius rise in average
temperature, the atmosphere can hold
about 7% more moisture. This leads to an
increase in precipitation intensity, which
ultimately can cause severe flooding.

However, itis extremely difficult to at-
tribute any particular extreme weather
event to climate change. Multiple factors,
like patterns of natural climate variability,
such as the El Nifo, contribute to such
events.
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Online harassment charge by Shailaja gives
a twist to poll campaign narrative in Kerala

Row e

G Anand
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

row over the mis-
use of rspace
for denigrating can-

Lok
Palen narrative in Kerala
on Wednesday.

Online stander spreads
like invasive digis

Democratic Front cands-
date in the Vadakara Lok

ha uency, K.K.
Shailsja, learnt to her dis-
may recently. She is in a
high-stakes barttle  with

e of her cc

Congress legislator Shaf
Parambil in the key parlia-
mentary segment.

Morphed images
A mphcineel rorar erapteclov
Tuesday when Ms. Shailaja
accsen me Congress ke
UDF camp of disseminat-
ing  ms images

spliced with obscene con-
tent to degrade her. -1 have

She sald. Ms. Shallaja im-
passioned plea went viral
on soctal media, prompi-
ing the CPI(I\I) to weapo-
nise the ng to turn
the tables on the UDF cai
paign in

ed after the former Health Minister accused |hL UDF camp of disseminati ima
her: police and EC have taken cc 3

with

©

H accuses the CPI(I\I) leader ofexplod.lng a Tie bomb' to play the vicim card

intamee canwassing: KK_Shalajs, LDF nominee in Visdakera seat,

districton

CPHM) State secretary
ALV. Govindan claimed in
Alappuzha that Ms. Shaila-
jas “victimisation ar the

e —
Shailaja  also
seemed to find some sym-
pathy from the Revolution-
ary Marxist Party (RMP)
leader and Congress ally,

L ma, MLA, and Con-

gress ma Tho-

mas, with specific riders.
Both condemned the cyb-

erattack. but distanced Mr.
Parambil from the smear

the UDF

Satheesan attacks
Leader of the Opposition
v.D.

divert ic  attention
from the tough questions

to political theatre.
UD¥F has no troll farms or
cyberbullies like the CPt
A she has

Ms_Shailaja of exploding a
“lic bomb® to play the vie:
tim in front of voters in Va-
dakara. He said Ms. Shaila-
ja had donned the role of
an injured party to save
her flailing campatgn.
“Ms._ Shailaja wanted to

turned a blind eye to CP1
A\ cyberattacks against
m

Rajnath slams CPI(M)
promise to dismantle
nuclear weapons

The Hindu Bureau
KASARAGOD,

Defence Minister Rajnath

ned
hind the CPIOM)'s poll ma-
nifesto promise to

dismantle nuclear wea-
pons in the country and
demanded to know the
stance of the Congress on

the issue.
Mr. Singh said any talk
of dismantling nuciear
mounted  to

“deep-rooted conspiracy
to weaken the country ™.
He accused the Left and
the Congress, allies in the
INDIA bloc, of trying to
weaken the country.

ata

meeting in Kasaragod, he

n the country e
neighbours Pakistan and

e banking
Ing the CPIAD of siphoning
off funds.

He said 21 lakh crore
Tas ax risk due to malprac-
tices in thesee

Prof. Jodhka
to get Malcom
Adiseshiah
Award 2024

Hon 3024 Buery year, the
awards to out-

EC serves notice on KCR for
abusing Congress leaders

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

The Election Commission

Mr. Rao has been asked

is within
the specified timeframe.
Thie niotice Exllows & to-

o explain his reported de-  port _ submiwed by _the
rogatory comments by 11 Chief Ele-:(oral Officer
a.m. on Thursday. The EC (CEO). based
sasd it would with filed by Te-

 ocial

action if no

langana Bradesh Congress

Committee (TPOC) sendor

Music composer Ilaiyaraaja is not above
everybody else, says Madras High Court

s.

in which he had alleged
that Mr. Rao made vulgar,

[The masical winity —

v. and
able remarks against the
Congress party. He also al-

‘nmsnraja and s\rama Sastri

legedly vio-
lence, stating that the Con-
gress leaders would have
their throats bitten if they
did not provide a bonus of
SQO per qnmm of paddy

ﬂirme

ommiss can-
noned htr. Rao to strictly
adhere to the provisions of
the MCC in all public ad-
dresses and statements.

n claim to be above
bu: you (music
composer R. l]al'yamaja)

cannot be heard to say so.”
Justice R. the

lng Mr. Hatyarasja, saying
during a hearing on April
10 that his client was below
only God and above ewve-

In response, the music
composer's counsel-on-re-
cord, A. Saravanan, sald
that the senior counsel had
made

ntext.  Your
Lordship is aware that he
(the composer) never pro-
claims himself to be so. Itis
in terms of his right thae
the senior counsel made
that statement,”
sel said, and

Journmen
.vaﬂabllil)' of the senior

senior-mast judge of the
Madras High Court, sasd on
ednesda 3

over the se-
cond Divisen Bench along
with Justice Moham:
Shaffiq. the senior judge
recalied sentor counsel Sar-

only in
the context of copyright

ht.
“The press took it in a

Right over songs
Accepting his request, the

ing a single judge’s 2019 or-
der recognising the com-

poser’s special, moral right
over 4,500 songs com-
posed by him for more
than 1,000 movies bet-
ween the 1970s and the

1990s.

During the last hearing
of the appeal, senior coun-
sel Vijay Narayan. repre-

judge's order ma
tively, directing Mr. Iaiya-

raaja to <o
the revenue being earne:
by him through the playing
of these on musi
stre: platform
Sportify.

Karnataka to capture
rogue wild elephants
and fix radio collars

The Hindu Burean
SHIVAMOGGA

T Forest Depariment in
Karnataka has Lauw

Spcration i ciptie o
ble—c. wild elephants

and fix radio collars in Has-

radio collars on elephants

that lead the herds so that

their movements can be
The

Hassan n, informed L g officer has
the media on Wed: sought the cooperation of
o the Principal Chief the farming community
Consarvator ~of Eorams and the licaie du.nng the
a romis-

sion to Do Trees s

<capture rogue el

phants roaming in parts ot
Alur, Belur, Sakaleshpur,
Yeslir and Arakalgud rang-
es of forest. The depart-
ment would either release

eral parts of ".a;‘;n The
locals have been demand-
ing the government to cap-
cure alf the elephants and
translocate them.

Spectacular display

In perfect order: Peopie taking a look 3t the chamoyam [decorations) for the Thrissur Pooram on

Pooram will be

on Friday. The State government says that no fitness test by a special team for elephants i needed. K% NAJIED

Pinarayi blasts BJP
over CAA, questions
silence of Congress

PATTAME!

The Congress and its lead-
er Rahul Gandhi failed to

. 2019, during th.
campaigns or in the elec-
n  manifesto, Kerala

Chief Minister Pinarayi Vi-

jayan repeated his allega-

Hon during an electon
n

Bt the Congres kept
Co

gress rs were named
in FIR of anti-CAA protests.
Mr. Gandhi should answer
this criticism. He took his
rally across the country
raising vartous issues. But
he did not utter a word
against the CAA. Even the
election manifesto of (he
C

on
Wednesday.
The second term of the
Jodi government & open-
ly implementing the -

munal agenda of the RSS.

ing country will decide citi-
zenship on the basss of reli-
glon, he said.

oesn't
Srything about It~ he satd.
Wty le stis Compress £

When voter ID card serves as a licence to move along the Red Corridor

CHINTOOR

Ravva Deve, a Murta tribal
woman and mother of
four, fled the Dandakara-

um was
its peak between 2004 and
2014.

Since then, Ms. Deve's
family, along with 33 more
families from her native vil-

Agency: i Ainri Skarama
Raju district. By 2024, over
6205 Murias have scied
in the 54 settlements, lo-

Pradesh.
those who fled

Vilege of two
Vowr idendty cards
their name — when

in the 2019 general

her vote in 2024.

along the Odisha,
hra

the Murias need to venture

weekly s ies, visit fa-
milies in the nearby settle-
ments func-
tions. They have to cross
the Andhra Pr: oun-
dary to visit their families
and elatives

Chha e

ction with roots
Many Murias who are sull
in touch with their families

in
their franchise in Chhatris-
garh, while others use
their voter ID card for their
identity purposes while
moving along the State
boundar|

Many l‘a.nulbes are sull

studses in Chhartisgarh._

cises his/her franchise in
every election in Andhra

of their famlly land in
They would Y

cally as internal
Displaced People (IDP) set-
in the G
cm g
*

Living
Telangana and Andhr:
Stare

S

their

- We see the right
o e et
that we bel here.
Ve have decided not to re-
turn to our home State™

her voter 1D issued in Chhattisgarh. GN.2AS

Living in the reserve for-

ments whenever the For-
est Department

desh. By 2024. the Muria

in their nearby
Gram Panchayats in the
four

in many Muria settle-
ments, no access to_safe
drinking water no
midday meal for

Lorry driver
arrested over
road rage

Hindu Bureau

Obtaining a caste certifi-
cate in the name ST-Mu-
ria’ is still a dream in And-

ra . where we
cannot claim any righe that
is the rest

V.R. Puram, Xunavaram
and Chintoor — in Chintoor
Agency.

s

Suspecting AMuria:
bonds with their ancestral
il wi

ers who contest from the

Agency do not visit the Mu-
ria settlements and skip
their electi

an eviction drive. The pol-

stical  part

their fullest ¢

uums for the voter en-
Andhr

rolment Pra-

No
“We have the right to vote
in Andhra Pradesh. Ho-
wever, there are no schools

for
of the tribes-, said Ravva
Jogaiah, Chukkalapadu Pa-
tel (Vi ll.lage Head)

their vote ln (he lnca! body
election. hope
That the local bodies wouid
come to their rescue to

garh. However, the tribal
Beople are keeping their

wvoter 1
b g g S

nativity.
p

HYDERABAD

A lorry driver was arrested
on Wednesday for alleged-
1y driving in a ~“negligent

manner- and drageing a
biker for about half a kilo-
metre over an argument in
Hyderabad.

Prithvi Raju had an ar-

tion 337 of the IPC against
Ao R, mricl i was pen-
duced before o




Prof. Jodhka

to get Malcom
Adiseshiah
Award 2024

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Surinder S. Jodhka, profes-
sor, School of Social
Sciences, Jawaharlal Nehru
University, has been cho-
sen for the Malcom Adi-
seshiah Award 2024. Vikas
Kumar, associate profes-
sor, School of Develop-
ment, Azim Premji Univer-
sity, will receive the
Elizabeth Adiseshiah Cita-
tion-2024. Every year, the
awards are given to out-
standing social scientists.




Malcolm Sathiyanathan Adiseshiah (18 April 1910 — 21 November 1994), was an
Indian development economist and educator.

In 1976 he was awarded the Padma Bhushan, India's third-highest civilian award.

In 1998, UNESCO created the Malcolm Adiseshiah International Literacy Prize in
recognition of his contribution to education and literacy.

He was nominated to the Rajya Sabha, the upper house of the Parliament of
India, in 1978




Malcolm Sathiyanathan Adiseshiah (18 April 1910 — 21 November 1994), was an
Indian development economist and educator.

In 1976 he was awarded the Padma Bhushan, India's third-highest civilian award.

In 1998, UNESCO created the Malcolm Adiseshiah International Literacy Prize in
recognition of his contribution to education and literacy.

He was nominated to the Rajya Sabha, the upper house of the Parliament of
India, in 1978




Born Malcolm Sathyanathan
Adiseshaiah
18 April 1910
Vellore, Madras Presidency,
British India

Died 21 November 1994 (aged 84)

Alma mater  Loyola College, Chennai,
London School of Economics,

University of Cambridge
Occupation(s) Development economist,
educator
Spouses Helen Paranjothi

Elizabeth Pothen

Parent(s) Paul Varanasi Adiseshaiah,
Grace Nesamma Adiseshaiah

Member of Parliament, Rajya Sabha

In office
14 April 1978 — 13 April 1984
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Sakshi listed among 100 most

influential

in

le

Sakshi Malik has been listed

influential people of 2024 by Time

. India's only women's Olympic o
for h

y Time

among the 100 most
magazine.

All the top five players have
good chance as the gap is small

fight against a
wrestlers by
Sharan Singh.

eged harassment of w:
Tormer WFI president Bril Bhushan

Manika. Sreeja exit in group
stage of ITTF World Cup

india‘’s Manika Batra and Sreeja Akula exited in

the second-round
China’s M

Macau on Wednesday. Sreefa lost 4-11, 4-11, 15-13,

211 to reigning Olympic champion Meng of China
nished second in Group 4. Manika went

doan 611, 4-11, 9-11, 4-11 to World No. 2 Wang.

Jeruto faces
hearing in June

ing case

Former steeplechase world champion Norah

Jeruto faces a doping

case hearing in

June, five
he

year that cleared her of suspected blood doping.

LIVE TELECAST

-~
$PL: Star Sports 1 (SO & HD) & Ao
Pakistan ws New Zeatand: 1=t
Europa League: Sooy Sports Ten
a.m. {Fraday)

Classsa App. T30 p.m.
T201 FancCode, 5 p.
1.2,3(5D & HD) & LN, 1230

ection
good play after that.
ted

and

his best against Nijat Aba-
ended well. He

rouzja in the ninth round,
but his rival was |
impatient and didn't press

but
collapsed within a space of
four or five moves. He tried
his best against Abasov,
who defended well.
His win

ed his morale.

his long
enough_
hadan

once again with his open-
Ing preparation.
it Gul

kesh and Guj-
rachi, he played two solid
draws. Based is open-

ings and his play so far,
there is still much to expect
him_

“ablano  Caruana
pla)'lng well against Fiikara

an

ed victory can improve

your mood a lot.

Flawless

Nakamura scored the cru-
win over his strongest

moves against Vidit, who
played flawlessly to
the game.
ey e Abatn? Sk bl
o1

All the top five players —

Givimg his all: Gukesh's drave with Nepo

was based on

Gukesh,

gent opening selection. FIDE

Praggnanandhaa. Nakam-
ura and Carua have
chances, because the
Bap is
For Guirathi, the defeat
to Gukesh must have been
costly. Bur he found
strength the next day as he
played an interesting game
against Naka and
won._ It was an impressive
comeback. Though he has
been having a lot of weak
he is

and may
have been disturbed slight-
ly by an interaction with

have ned. He should
have been able to focus
harder.

namen:
bly with Nepoxnnhn:h(chi

a in quality
lot of resilience and The level of mistakes has
strength. increased and the quality

Firouzja was fortu-  of e s has de-
nate to beat Gukesh. creased towards

teresting game. He man-
to outplay Nepom-
niachtchi, but lost his

sible that the fatigue and
the amount of energy
spent are carching up with
them.

In the women's section,
Tan Zhongyi was leading
al,

against Lel Tingjie. who
had just started her own
series of victories.

Tan gambled for o win,
and it bac She lost
209 Momed o1 and Aloe:
sandra Goryachkina to join
her in the lead.

In the 10¢ch round game
between Lei and Goryach-
kina, a last-minute blunder
by the later turned a dead

draw into a loss. That

and 1 predict it will be a ve-
ry close finish_

Koneru Humpy has re.
w\emd a little bit. She had

Bhambri &
Olivetti beat
Monte Carlo
champions
Gille & Vliegen

Sports Bureau

Yuki Bhambri and Albano
Olivetti of France knocked
out third Sander
Gille and Joran Vliegen of
Belgium 4-6, 7-6(5), [10-6]
in the doubles first round
of the €651,865 ATP tennis

pair w:
Ring the ttle In the Monte
Carlo Masters.

Other results: First round=

$15,000 ITF .—«.. Shymkent,
Kazakhstan: vuvan Nandal bt
S.D.Prajwal Dev 6-4, 7-6{11 Aryan
Shah b1 Geagory Lomakin (Xaz)
4, 6-4; Karan Singh &t

Surestiumar 7641}, 7-6(6); Dew
Jareia bt Kazuki Nismewaki (Jpn)
3-6,7-613). 64

Women:

Fenahibayeva (Kaz) D1 Saumys
WIg -3, 60, Aruzhan Sagaedbora
{Xaz) bt Srwiti Bhasn 75, 6-2;

Ty
2eainat R Vaishall, but
won, though both the
players were making mis.
takes. e, a

her o breaking
through.

v st
form cos but a cou-

form ntinue
ple of blunders from Nur-
£yul Salimova rescued her
ne_ Instead of her
fifth consecutive loss. she
actually managed a victo-
Ty

Asneniha
Ustiniya Lekorksesn 6-3, 6-3.
540,000 1T

She,

£, 4-6, [10-51 Arianne Hartoro
(Mg} & Prarthana Thombare b
Chox 3 Hee catrice
Sumulys ns) 64, &1
SRO0OTE e,
Hammamet, Tunisia: Vsshoand
e 8. Rann Rassil Crun) bt
Joyce Bennie (Ger} & Samecksha
Sheoll6-1,6-3

000 ITE Momastir,
Tunisia: Aratella Koller (Aut] bt
Zeek Desai 6-2. 764

Mcllroy
rubbishes
rumours of
him jumping
ship to LIV

AUGUSTA

This wasn't the kind of at-
tention Rory Mcllroy was
hoping for on the day after
the Masters.

A n financial pap-
er, City A.M., cited anony-

deal to join LIV Goif. The
publication did not say
how sources would
know. That set off specula-
tion and innuendo across
the interner. Mcllroy was

a number from LIV and
Tve never contemplated
going

Kylian
twice as Paris Saint-Ger-

Mbappe  struck

main bartled back to beat
10-man Bnn:eluna 41 and

pions Le. mifinals
with a 6-4 aggregate on
Tuesday.

Raphinha fired Barcelo-
na ahead early on but Ro-
nald Araujo’s 29th-minute
red card turned the tde in

Vlnnha le\'el.led the te for
deadly

\(hnppe it a brace to put

it into the final four for the

first time since 2021.
Barcelona was dream-

P leg with this strike. A

ing of a firse semifinal re-
turn since 2019 but Arau-
jo's red card for pulling
down the relentess Era-
dley Barcola undermined
it grip on the o

coach Luh Enrique
said he betleved his team
would turn things around
despite never having man-
aged to after a first-leg de-

= got Brandt kickstarts Dortmunds comeback after the

feat, and 2o & proved.
Doromund
foughe back to beat Atletico
Madrid 4-2 in their quarter-
final second leg, securing a
S semegate victory and a

arst League
semifinal sinte 2013, Trall
ing 21 from the frsc leg,
goals from Jjulian Brandt
and lan Maatsen had Dort-

PSG and Dortmund enter semifinals after
incident-filled wins over Barca and Atletico

mund 2-0 up ac halftime._

poor own goal before the
Argentine netted to pust At
letico back ahead in the tie.

But those goals brought
Dortmund back to life,
with Niclas Fullkrug and
Marcel Sabitzer each scor-

Emonbake s, VRichs S M
E1-pen. B3} (PSG wivs 6-4)

Nadal bows out in Barcelona +

Open second round

BARCELONA

Rafael Nadal suffered his

st defeat on his return to
tennis after injury as he fell
57, 16 Alex de Mi-
naur on Wednesday in the
Barcelona Open second
round.

The 22 time Grand Slam
wtle winner, back on court

on the
ba!!.led well but eventually
crumbled against the hard-
working Australian.

Norws three-time
Grand Siam finalist Casper
Ruud came out on top in
an entertaining 6-3. 64
match against Alexandre
Muller to reach the third

round.

The 25-year-old Norwe-
glan was broken twice in
the first set and allowed

Muller to save 10 of M
break points.

However, despite his
sloppiness Ruud stll took
the set.

The third seed looked to

Journe: Pponent in

progress with his 251
tory in 2024 and will face

Jordan  Thompson or
Jaume Munar in the next
round.

“This year is much bet-
‘m hav-
¥ saia Ru-
ud, Who defeated Novak
Djokovic last week.

Giant-killer Atalanta
ready to deal fatal
blow to Liverpool

EUROPA LEAGUE

MILAN

Atalanta has a
make history on Thursday
as it welcomes Liverpool to

first-leg win at Anfield.

alanta once again
punched way above its
weight last week by dishing
our a 3-0 hammering to Li-
verpool and is on the verge
of reaching the last four of

was a Serie B team and
knocked

Paris aims to make

Press

PARES

1n Paris” outskires, a bright-

because the

ta's history as lts run

ub where 10-
year-old Lyla Kebbi trains
will inherit an Olympic

ne
But the

the Olympics more desirable

nished by Russian doping
and Viadimir Pu-

first Games in a century in

from the city-centre land-

marks that are hosting

much of the action._
By

League quane
where it was dapera:e)y
unlucky to lose to PSG
came at the height of the
Covid-19 pandemic which
It

her swim team will have a

for the first fime. since
1988. Back then Atalanta
o

new Olympic-sized pool to
was also unexpected as | splash around in.
ent form has In 100 days as of Wed-

rec
been patchy with three

nesday, the Paris Olympics
WAL Ak off with 2 wildiy

soctally

tin‘s subsequent land grabs
in Ukraine, the Switzer-
land-based 10C has moun-
tains of scepticism to
dispel.
Virtuous Summer
Games in Paris could help
the long-term survival of

making future Games gen-

demic-delayed
Games in 2021, unfulfilled
promises of beneficial
change for host Rio de Ja-
neiro In 2016 and l:he 2014
‘Winter Games in tar-

route out. World Cup win-
ner Kylian Mbappé honed
his silky football skills as a
boy in the Seine-Saint-De-
nis town of Bondy.

ready: People walk down the stairs painted in the colours of the upcoming Paris 2024 Olympecs

Gettis
i front of the Sacre Coeur Basilica on top of the Mootmartre hi

in Paris.

aAmx




Sakshi listed among 100 most

influential people by Time

Sakshi Malik has been listed among the 100 most
influential people of 2024 by Time magazine.
Sakshi, India’s only women’s Olympic medallist
in wresting, has been honoured for her relentless
fight against alleged harassment of women
wrestlers by former WFI president Brij Bhushan
Sharan Singh.

Editor-in-
chief

Categories

Frequency

Total
circulation
(2023)

First issue

Company

Country

Based in

Language
Website

Sam Jacobs

News magazine

Weekly (1923-2020); twice
monthly on Fridays (2020—-
present).

1,256,572

March 3, 1923; 101 years ago

Time Inc. (1923—-1990; 2014—
2018)

Time Warner (1990-2014)
Meredith Corporation (2018)
Time USA, LLC. (Marc & Lynne
Benioff) (2018—present)

United States

1095 Sixth Avenue, New York
City, New York, U.S.

English

time.com2 ¢
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f Maoists
mwsmhmmadmmmm

JAYPRAKASH
EBETHIYA KANKER
e T IS aAR) AP 3

NAIDU
US trek thiough the

e persor
to a hilltop, where a group of
Maaists were believed to be
gathered What followed wos 3

£un 10 emerge of what marks
P,

Intel, long night trek &
ariver crossing: How
securitymen struck at
Bastar Maoists, shot 29

Were alerted about presence of senior
Maoists; 15 women among the dead

Bastar IG Sundarraj P and
others check

T7.00 (T8 BIHAR & RAIPUR. T12 SRINAGAR) WWW INDIANE XPRESS COM

CURTAINS ON CAMPAIGN, VOTE TOMORROW FOR 102 SEATS

Modi cites his ‘guarantee’, Rahul
invokes ‘threat’ as Phase 1 ends

Came with hope
in 2014, trustin
2019, says PM

GHAZIABAD, APRE 17

= — . IN THE final

pasgning for the
fiestphase of Lok
Sabha elections

DE! in which 102
4 ies
= = 21 stazes
and Union Territorses will vote
Friday. Prime M Narendea
Modi invaked
Ram on the occasion of Ram
i ste: Gphis astack on
the Oppasison INDIA bioc and

e was pow approaching thesn
with guarantee for a third
straight term in office.
Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi, ca the other hand. tar
geted and calied this elec-
fion an Cideological battie,
claiming that the BJP and RSS
were “irying to end the
& 3

ion meeting in Assam’s Nalbari where

An electis
for ally AGF"s candsdai

Can UP interfaith

live-in couples get
police protection?
Yes, no, maybe

In 15 orders by six benches of the
Allahabad High Court over past year,
12 couples were denied cover on
definition of ‘live-in’, three got relief

AJOY SINHA KARPURAM
= KHAN
NEW/ DELH APRIL 17

CAN INTERFAITH couples in a
consensual live-in relaticnship
fearing a bac se< police pro—
inUttas Pradesh? Yes.no,

Ay

State’s economics & identity: Twin
challenges in BJP?’s TIN opportunity

ocher to political representatioer.

The BJP did not ally with ei-

even maybe.

This {s because the srsarer

depends on varyirg interpresa-

tions by the Allanabad High
ey

of court arders by The Indian

Records show that the High
Court cismissed pheas for police
<t 12 inger-

system of the country™ He
Cxered the BjP not cross
the 150 mark in the polis and that

seized after the encounter in
Kanker. on Wednesday. #11

Migrant from
Bihar killed

in Anantnag
terror attack

NAVEED

Thursday. NC vice-president
scheduled

& hoid a r.ll)un An.ninqg

e fevegr e seres
e e v ps

in favousr of e INDIA bloc.
The high-decibel campaign
for the fisst phase — it has the
maximum seats in the seven—
eSection — drew 1o a close
Wednesday. Tamil Madu (33
seats) and Uttarakhand (S seats)

are two states woting will

wheze
be completed Friday. The fisst
phase also includes 12 seats in

Pradesh, Manipur, Meghalaya
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

E REPORTS
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Ahead of Musk visit,
rules notified for FDI
up to 100% in space

S pem on Wednesday. He was

NEW T

HUAPRIL 17

THE FINANCE Ministry has noti-
fied amended rules under the

cumbed 1o injuries. “Terrorists
fired upon & crstically injured
e person identified as Raju
Shah, resident of Bihar_ He has
n evacuared o hospital for
treatment. Area cordoned oft
Police said in 3 poston X.
who:

PAGE 1
ANCHOR

ANONNADUTT
NEW DELHI. APRIL 17

ITWAS only when 23_year
Baats suamoot 6o Teoart fadh:

hasn:
in the early stages of

Heart diseas

Act to operationalise its eastier
decision to aliow up to 100 per
cent foreign direct imvestment
(FDI) for the space sector
throusgh three categories of Eb-
eralised entry routes.

The notfication dated April
16 comes ahead of Tesla chief
Elon Musk's visit to India early

ture Starlink’s plans and an-
his electric velick (EV)
mvestment plans.

(S

Stastink is3 project by SpaceX.
the firm founded by RSk o6
provide high-speed Intemet ac-

58 10 arnywhere in chae workd s
ifaticn of thousands

linked to maternal
deaths? A <;tudy tries to join dots

=
MATERNAL g
'MORTALITY RATIO = Why MMR
(Per lakh live births) - .. aattars
i N MATERNAL MORTALITY
201517 12z ratso (MMR) is a key indi-
2016-18 ns l:.ur:d public ealkth pee-
- 103 par v
ZOATRD Two decades, India’s MMVR
2018-20 97 has gone down by 70 per
70 enc. wa
Study. rrement
Pegs K ar 97 deaths per
e

ber pregnancy. The primary
health care centre in her village

2018 and 2020,

R ——

chat UPs

Prohibition of Unlswful Cormver-

o regEst e nder
the new anti-conversion law
wettiin a stipulase

d time period.
These 15 cases were heard by
six different benches of the High

Coust. and their contrasting po-
sitions assume significance since
has been challenged in

UED ON PAGE 2

Cooch Behar set to vote,

P VAIDYANATHAN IYER While the fight over re-  therofther
CHENMNAIL NEWDELHL APRIL 17 sources has taken political wings ~ DMKor Kandispush-  faith couples in live-in relation-
dusing the campaign. that over  inghard o increase iisvote share  ships since August 2023, sig-
AT THE heartof seir pestobagieast  nalling in etghe of
i four Lok Sabin
Tl Nadis a8 35 Lok Sabtes  ltical histoey — e prdeand  Veliore Coimbuatore, Tiruneives
re go to polls  culture o Hindi,  and — i the state
Fricay — & it Last fron-
25 Ewan trust defhcits isste: cne re- terin

Lates to Minancia ces” and

and the poliics of pol.
based

Jat rumblings to anti-incumbency:
Cong hopes Rajasthan halts a run

HAMZA KHAN
SAIPUR. APRE 17

ENBOTHZ0M4and 200 the B

et NDA made a dean sweep of
i the 25 Lok Sabha seats in
AS 12 sears goto polls.
in the first phase on Fri
Congress hopes to break that
trend this time.
The Congress is relying on
anger among Jats. anti-ncum-

bency and coalitions, while the

EC cites poll code, stops
Bengal Governor’s tour

DAMININATH
NEV/DELHLAPRIL 17

THE ELECTION Commission on

Put 3 halt to West
Bengal Governor C V Ananda
Bose's propased tour of Cooch
Behar on Thursday and Fr.
Sayang it would be a violation of
the Model Code of Conduct
(MCC)as there is sched-

4

power throush inductions of pe ed for the G =
leaders from other w  the MCC 1
Of the 12 seats. at least three ATier the EC came to know  scheduled a3 well. the EC told
= a —are wCooch  Base’s office.
conT 2 Behar

Shri Ramnath Goenka
April 18, 1904 - October 5, 1991

Be forthright, be frank, Be fearless, whatever
the odds. Never hesitate to take a stand if you
believe in it. Never hesitate to speak out boldly
against the wrongs. And always, ensure that
you illuminate the truth behind the events.

GG

09




Ahead of Musk visit,
rules notified for FDI
up to 100% in space

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI, APRIL 17

THE FINANCE Ministry has noti-
fied amended rules under the
Foreign Exchange Management
Act to operationalise its earlier
decision to allow up to 100 per
cent foreign direct investment
(FDI) for the space sector
through three categories of lib-
eralised entry routes.

The notification dated April
16 comes ahead of Tesla chief
Elon Musk’s visit to India early
next week during which he is ex-
pected to meet space startups,
make a push for his space ven-
ture Starlink’s plans and an-
nounce his electric vehicle (EV)
investment plans.

Musk is due
to travel to
India next
week

Starlink s a project by SpaceX,
the firm founded by Musk, to
provide high-speed Internet ac-
cess to anywhere in the world us-
ing a constellation of thousands
of low-earth-orbit satellites.

In February, the Cabinet had
approved theamendment to the
FDI policy for the space sector, al-
lowing up to 100 per cent invest-
ment in certain categories.

According to the latest
Finance Ministry notification,

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

100 per cent FDI has been allowed
for the space sector category of
manufacturing and operation of
satellites, satellite data products,
and ground segment and user
segment, out of which up to 74 per
cent would be through the auto-
matic route and government nod
would be required for investment
beyond 74 per cent.

Under the earlier policy, any
foreign investment in manufac-
turingand operating satellites was
allowed only with government
approval.

Automatic FDI has also been
permitted up to 49 per cent for
launch vehicles and associated
systems or subsystems, and cre-
ation of spaceports for launching
and receiving spacecraft.
Government approval would be
required for investments beyond
49 per cent.

Manufacturing of compo-
nentsand systems or sub-systems
forsatellites, ground segmentand
user segment will be fully under
the 100 per cent automatic route,
the ministry said.

The investee entity shall be
subject to sectoral guidelines asis-
sued by the Department of Space
from time to time, the notification
said. The new rules came into ef-
fect from April 16.




EVs made up
just 29 of total
India car sales
in 2023

But India is
targeting 30%
of new cars to be
EVs starting 2030

For years, Musk
opposed India's

high import taxes
for EVs

ON THE ROAD |

B New Delhi in March
unveiled a new
EV policy lowering

X
15 /o from as
highas 100%

on some models

But this
isonlyifa
carmaker

invests at least

$500 mn

and sets up




Nestle adds sugar
to infant milk and
cereal, finds report

FE ONLINE BUREAU
New Delhi, April 17

A NEW REPORT has revealed that
Nestle, the world’s largest consumer
goodsand manufacturer of baby for-
mula, is adding sugar to infant milk
and cereal products soldin India,and
other Asian,and African countries.

According to a report by The
Guardian, campaigners from Public
Eye,a Swiss investigative organisa-
tion,sent samples of the Swiss multi-
national’s baby-food products sold in
Asia, Africaand Latin America toaBel-
gian laboratory for testing. The team
found added sugar in the form of
sucrose or honey in samples of Nido
which is a follow-up milk formula
brand intended for use for infants
aged one and above. The sugar con-
tentwasalsofoundin Cerelac,a cereal
aimed at children aged between six
monthsand twoyears.

According to the report, data
from Euromonitor International
revealed global retail sales of above
$1 billion for Cerelac. The highest
figures are in low- and middle-
income countries,with 40% of sales

BITTERTRUTH

m Samples of the Swiss giant's
baby-food products were sent to
a Belgian laboratory for testing

N Nidoisa
NIDO L follow-up milk
— %! formulabrand

“ 2 forinfants

aged one

mTheteam and above
found added
sugarinthe mSugar content
form of sucrose = alsofoundin
orhoneyin Cerelacsoldin
samples of Asia, Africaand
Nido Latin America

justin Brazil and India. It was found
that biscuit-flavoured cereals for
babies aged six months and older
contained 6g of added sugar for
every serving in Senegal and South
Africa. The same product, sold in
Switzerland, had no sugar. Tests on
Cerelac products sold in India
showed,on average, more than 2.7g
of added sugar for every serving.




Protection of Women from Domestic
Violence




The Delhi High Court recently emphasised the universality of the Protection of
Women from Domestic Violence Act of 2005, stating that it applies to all
women regardless of their religious or social background.

The High Court made these observations while dismissing a plea filed by a

husband and his relatives.

The plea challenged an appellate court order that reinstated a domestic
violence complaint filed by the wife.




* In India, 32% of ever-married women reported having experienced
physical, sexual, or emotional violence by their husbands in their

lifetime.

* According to the National Family Health Survey-5 (NFHS-5), 2019-
2021, “29.3% of married Indian women between the ages of 18 and
49 have experienced domestic/sexual violence; 3.1% of pregnant
women aged 18 to 49 have suffered physical violence during their
pregnancy.”

* That is only the number of cases reported by women. There are
frequently many more that never make it to the police.



* According to NFHS data, 87% of
married women who are victims of
marital violence do not seek help.

L7,
. O
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http://drishtiias.com/images/uploads/1713339588_Domestic_Violence_in_India.png

DOMESTIC 203
VIOLENCE FACED | [riter
BY INDIAN

WOMEN 31.2
2019-21

STATES WITH THE HIGHEST
CASES OF DOMESTICVIOLENCE

(Married women, 18-49, spousal violence)

Karnataka  Manipur Uttar Pradesh



* What are the Factors Contributing to Domestic Violence?
* Gender Disparities:

* Substance Abuse:

* Sociocultural Norms

* Dowry Culture:

* Lack of Education and Awareness



Protection of Women
from Domestic Violence
Act, 2005 (PWDVA)

Aims to protect women from domestic violence. Covers
physical, emotional, sexual, and economic abuse. Provides
various orders for protection, residence, and relief.

Indian Penal Code, 1860
(Section 498A)

Deals with cruelty by a husband or his relatives towards a
woman. Criminalises acts of cruelty, harassment, or torture.

Indian Evidence Act, 1872

While not exclusively focused on domestic violence, this
act provides rules for evidence in legal proceedings.
Relevant in cases related to domestic violence.

Dowry Prohibition Act,
1961

Addresses dowry-related offences. Makes giving or
receiving dowry a crime.

Criminal Law
(Amendment) Act, 2013
(Section 354A)

Amended the IPC to include new offenses related to sexual
harassment. Relevant in cases of domestic violence.




Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action’, often seen in the news, is
(2015)

(a) a strategy to tackle the regional terrorism, an outcome of a meeting of the
Shanghai Cooperation Organization

(b) a plan of action for sustainable economic growth in the Asia-Pacific Region,
an outcome of the deliberations of the Asia-Pacific Economic Forum

(c) an agenda for women’s empowerment, an outcome of a World Conference
convened by the United Nations

(d) a strategy to combat wildlife trafficking, a declaration of the East Asia
Summit




Geroscience




e Researchers have developed a
blood test to measure ageing pace
by studying DNA methylation.

* This blood test investigates how
an enzyme adds methyl groups to
DNA in older adults, revealing a
link between this process and

aging.




* Geroscience:

* It refers to the interdisciplinary field focused on understanding the
biological mechanisms of aging and age-related diseases.

* It involves studying various factors, including DNA methylation, enzyme
activity (such as the gerozyme (aging-associated enzyme), socio-economic
influences, and lifestyle interventions like nutrition, exercise, and music
therapy.



Biology of

Aging



Meningitis




Nigeria has become the first country in the world to introduce a new, highly
effective vaccine against meningitis.

Meningitis is a dangerous inflammation of the membranes surrounding the brain

and spinal cord.

It can be caused by viruses, bacteria, fungi, or parasites and can lead to serious
complications, including brain damage, hearing loss and learning disabilities.

Bacterial meningitis, specifically caused by the meningococcus bacteria, is a
particular concern in Africa.




 Aregion of 26 countries known as the
“African meningitis belt” stretches across
the continent, including Nigeria.

* The vaccine, called Men5CYV, Is
recommended by the World Health
Organization (WHOQO) and offers
protection against five strains of the
meningococcus bacteria in a single
shot.
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