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Story of Usha Mehta and Congress Radio



• The recent release of a film depicting the life of freedom fighter Usha 
Mehta resurfaces the importance of her historical contribution and 
sacrifice during the Quit India Movement.



• What was the Role of Usha Mehta in Quit India Movement (QIM)?

• About QIM:
• Commencing on 8th August 1942, marked by Mahatma Gandhi's iconic 

speech with slogan Do or Die. The QIM symbolises mass civil disobedience, 
nationwide protests, and the establishment of parallel governance 
structures.

• British authorities responded with mass arrests, detaining prominent 
leaders including Gandhi, Nehru, and Patel, thereby drastically reducing the 
movement's intensity.

•



• About Usha Mehta:
• Usha Mehta, then a 22-year-old law student, was galvanised by Gandhi's 

ideology, prompting her to forsake her studies and actively participate in 
the movement.

• Recognising the efficacy of propagating information, Mehta conceived the 
notion of Congress Radio as a secretive means of communication.

•



• Establishment of Congress Radio:
• Facing the challenges of funding and technical expertise, Mehta, 

alongside associates such as Nariman Printer, endeavoured to establish 
Congress Radio.

• Despite regulatory restrictions imposed by British authorities, the Printer's 
adeptness facilitated the creation of a functional 
transmitter, enabling Congress Radio's inaugural broadcast on 
3rd September 1942.

•



Consequences and Mehta's Legacy: 

The secretive operations of Congress Radio ultimately attracted the attention of British 
authorities, leading to the arrest and subsequent trial of Mehta and her associates.

Mehta, revered as "Radio-ben" for her pioneering efforts, continued to follow Gandhian 
principles post-independence, garnering national recognition, including the Padma Vibhushan 
in 1998.

resurfaces the importance of her historical contribution and sacrifice during the Quit India 
Movement.



Exercise DUSTLIK



• The Indian Army contingent departed for the 5th edition of India-
Uzbekistan joint military Exercise DUSTLIK, scheduled from 15th to 
28th April 2024 in Termez, Uzbekistan.

• Exercise DUSTLIK is a yearly event alternately conducted in India 
and Uzbekistan.

• The exercise aims to foster military cooperation, enhance combined 
capabilities, focus on joint operations in mountainous and semi-urban 
terrain, develop interoperability, and enhance bilateral relations.



Banks See Worst Deposit Crunch in 
20 Years



• A recently released report revealed that despite robust credit growth, Indian 
banks faced difficulty in garnering deposits in 2023-24, resulting in the highest 
credit-deposit ratio in at least two decades. 

• Indian banks are grappling with a severe deposit cash crunch that has not 
been witnessed in the past two decades. Currently standing at 80%, the credit-
deposit ratio is at its highest since 2015. 

• The CD ratio indicates how much of a bank’s deposit base is being utilized for 
loans.



• Deposit Cash Crunch:

• A deposit cash crunch occurs when banks have insufficient funds on 
hand to lend to their customers.

• As a result, businesses face challenges in operating smoothly, and 
employees may experience delays in receiving their salaries.

• This ripple effect can disrupt economic stability and financial well-being.

•



Ashwagandha





• India is the top producer and exporter of Ashwagandha with states like 
Rajasthan and Madhya Pradesh emerging as leading producers

• About Ashwagandha

• Ashwagandha is also known as Indian Ginseng or Withania 
somnifera or Winter Cherry. It is among a group of herbs called 
‘adaptogens’ and has a long history of use in Ayurveda.

• It is an evergreen herb mostly found in India, Africa and the Middle 
East.



Science Based Targets initiative 
(SBTi)



• The SBTi recent declaration of allowing companies to utilize carbon 
offsets to fulfill their climate commitments has gathered widespread 
criticism

• About

• The Science Based Targets initiative (SBTi) is a corporate climate 
action organization that enables companies and financial institutions 
worldwide to play their part in combating the climate crisis.

•



• What is a carbon offset?

• A carbon offset refers to a way by which organizations or individuals can cut down 
on their carbon dioxide emissions from the atmosphere.

• These reductions are achieved through projects that either capture and store 
carbon or prevent emissions from occurring in the first place, such as through 
renewable energy projects, reforestation initiatives, and methane capture from 
landfills.

• Companies or individuals purchase carbon offsets to compensate for their own 
carbon emissions, thereby “offsetting” their environmental impact and contributing to 
climate change mitigation efforts.

•









Thank you 
guys.


