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Happy anniversary 





















It shifts the focus to a crucial but lesser-discussed aspect, declining fertility 
rates, which according to the Lancet Report is projected to go down to 1.29 by 
2051.

The government's projected Total Fertility Rate (TFR) for the period 2021-2025 
(1.94) and 2031-2035 (1.73) is higher than estimates from The Lancet study 
and NFHS 5 data. 

This suggests that India's population may stabilise below 1.7 billion earlier than 
2065.







What are the Challenges of Demographic Transition in India?

Dependency Ratio Shift:

Uneven Transition Across States:

Labour Productivity and Economic Growth



What are the Opportunities of Demographic Transition in India?

Enhanced labour Productivity:

Reallocation of Resources

Increased Women Participation in Workforce:



• In the context of any country, which one of the following would be 
considered as part of its social capital? (2019)

• (a) The proportion of literates in the population
(b) The stock of its buildings, other infrastructure and machines
(c) The size of population in the working age group
(d) The level of mutual trust and harmony in the society



• 2. India is regarded as a country with “Demographic Dividend”. This is 
due to (2011)

• (a) Its high population in the age group below 15 years
(b) Its high population in the age group of 15-64 year
(c) Its high population in the age group above 65 years
(d) Its high total population





























Right to Privacy for 
Election Candidate



Recently, the Supreme Court of India in its recent judgement 
has ruled that every candidate contesting in the elections 
need not declare each and every movable asset it possesses. 

The Court ruled that Candidates too have a Right to Privacy 
from the voters and they cannot lay their life out thread-bare 
for examination.



• What are the Key Facts About the Case? 

• The SC was hearing a petition filed by an MLA from Arunachal 
Pradesh challenging a 2023 Guwahati High Court judgement that 
declared his election null and void for not declaring three vehicles as 
his assets in his affidavit filed in the form appended to the Conduct of 
Election Rules, 1961. 

• The petition said that the electoral candidate committed a “corrupt 
practice" under Section 123 of the Representation of People Act 
(RPA), 1951 by not declaring the ownership of said vehicles.



• Supreme Court said that a candidate’s choice to retain his privacy on 
matters that were of no concern to the voters or were irrelevant to 
his candidature for public office did not amount to a “corrupt 
practice” under Section 123 of the RRA, 1951.

• Also, such non-disclosure would not amount to a “defect of a 
substantial nature” under Section 36(4) of the 1951 Act. 

• The court said that voters have a right to the disclosure of information 
which was essential for choosing the candidate for whom a vote 
should be cast.



• What is RPA 1951 and the Corrupt Practices under the Act?

• About:

• The RPA of 1951 governs the conduct of elections and the qualifications and 
disqualifications of elected representatives.

• Provisions:

• It regulates the conduct of elections.

• It specifies the qualifications and disqualifications for membership in the 
parliament of legislative houses,



• It provides provisions to curb corrupt practices and other offences.

• It lays down the procedure for settling doubts and disputes arising out of 
elections.

• Section 36(4) in the Act of 1951 mentions that the returning officer shall not reject 
any nomination paper on the grounds of any defect that is not of a substantial 
character.

•



• Corrupt Practices under RPA, 1951:

• Corrupt Practices: 

• Section 123 of the Act defines ‘corrupt practices’ to include bribery, undue 
influence, false information, and promotion of “feelings of enmity or 
hatred between different classes of the citizens of India on grounds of 
religion, race, caste, community, or language” by a candidate for the 
furtherance of his prospects in the election.



In Abhiram Singh versus C. D. Commachen Case (2017) SC ruled that 
candidates are prohibited from appealing for votes not only based on their 
own religion but also on that of the voters.

Undue Influence: The section defines undue influence as any direct or 
indirect interference, including threats, that hinders the free exercise of 
electoral rights.

Disqualification: Section 123(4) allows disqualification of an elected 
representative for certain offences, corrupt practices, failure to declare 
election expenses, or having interests in government contracts or works.



Financing for Sustainable 
Development Report 2024: 
United Nations



• Recently, the United Nations (UN) has recently released the ‘Financing 
for Sustainable Development Report 2024’ highlighting the urgent need 
for increased investment in sustainable development to achieve the SDGs.

• About Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs):

• These are a set of 17 goals established by the UN as a shared blueprint 
for peace and prosperity for people and the planet.

• These goals, adopted by all UN Member States in 2015, are an urgent call 
for action by all countries – developed and developing – in a global 
partnership.

•





• The Journey of SDGs:

• More than 178 countries adopted Agenda 21, a comprehensive 
plan of action to build a global partnership for sustainable 
development at the Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil in 
1992.

• It continued through the Millennium Summit in 2000, 
the World Summit on Sustainable Development in South 
Africa in 2002, and the United Nations Conference on 
Sustainable Development (Rio+20) in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, in 
June 2012.

•



• The Financing Gap: The report estimated that the 
development financing gap has grown to USD 4.2 trillion 
annually, up from USD 2.5 trillion before the COVID-19 
pandemic.

• It represents a more than 50% increase over the pre-pandemic 
estimates.



Switzerland to Host 
Ukraine Peace Summit



• Switzerland will host a high-level international conference with more than 
100 countries invited to help chart a path towards peace in Ukraine after 
more than two years of war.

• Background and Purpose of conference

• Switzerland has taken the initiative at the request of Ukraine’s President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy.

• The objective of the conference is to provide a platform for a high-level 
dialogue on ways to achieve a comprehensive, just and lasting peace for 
Ukraine based on international law and the UN Charter.

• Switzerland had earlier hosted a Ukraine Recovery Conference (URC) at 
Lugano in July 2022, and a National Security Advisors Meeting in 
Davos in 2024.



• Swiss history of mediation

– Neutrality is a foundational principle of Switzerland’s foreign policy. It 
looked after the interests of both the Kingdom of Bavaria and the Grand 
Duchy of Baden during the Franco-Prussian War of 1870-71.
– It acted as the protecting power during the two World Wars.
– Switzerland represented India’s interests in Pakistan and Pakistan’s in 
India between 1971 and 1976.
– It hosted talks between the government in Colombo and the Liberation 
Tigers of Tamil Eelam in 2006.
– Over the last two decades, Switzerland has been the protecting power 
between Saudi Arabia and Iran, the US and Iran, Russia and Georgia.



Angara rocket



Russia successfully test-launched its Angara-A5 space rocket from the 
Vostochny Cosmodrome.

About

The Angara-A5 is a 42.7-metre, three-stage rocket weighing about 773 
tonnes and capable of carrying 24.5 tonnes into space.

It is set to replace the Proton M as Russia’s heavy-lift rocket.

It is Russia’s first post-Soviet space rocket







Thank you 
guys.


