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THE HILLS ARE (BARELY) ALIVE

Kodailcamnal,
a microcosim
of a mational
problemn

Our mountains need better scrutiny to
ensure their ecosystems do not buckie
under rampant development and tourism

MAGAZINE® PAGE 1

Crisis ends, PVR to

resume screening

Malayalam movies

MEWS » PAGE 3

Why has the WHO 14
issued an alert on viral
hepatitis?

FAQ® PAGE 8

\
b .
—clice i o
s KKR vs LSG and
MI vs CSK in today’s

double-header
SPORT » PAGE 13

WASHINGTON

jith senior U.S. officials

bitsteral misitary engagements,
the Pertagon said on Saturday.
» PAGE 3

chief Malsarjun Kharge
cast the Centre's “meek”
Chinese poficy. » PAGE 3

17 Indians aboard Israeli
cargo vessel seized by Iran

Under siege:

israeli-linked commercial

from 2 wideo shows
4SC Aries near the Strait of Hormuz on Ssturday. The vessel has 25 crew members on board. A7

Iran-Israel tensions cloud
future of Indians hired for
Israeli constructdon sites

Mavank Kumar
NEW DELHILUCKNOW

war clouds between Iran
and Israel have cast a sha-

rael until further notice, in
Ylew of escalating censions
the ©

stating that the ship had
be

board. We are in touch the last 48 hours, Th
with the Iranian autho: rael and the US. have London-headquartered
tes thr iplomatic ng up for possible 2 c Maritime,
is. both in Tehran missile and drone atmacks  owned by Israeli billionaire
and in Delhi, to ensure the by Iran, directly or through ~ Eyal Ofer, and
st . welfare, and early  its proxjes in the region, rtered to the Mediterra-
release of Indian nation-  a rec against the re- nean Shipping Company
Rls2 efficlal scmces: KAkl | cemit fale saxfln om Newn mdquarmrad I Swiem
The vessel w: from in D that
the United Arab Emirates killed senior Iranian forael Katz, tsracks B
to India when the incident  personnel. nister of Forelgn Affair
Boemeads: 52l on X that the iranian
that went viral Pl 1srael v Guard corps
in a post on X, Iranian el Portuguese ci-

leave 11 pe

dead in Pakistan
1sLaMABAD

At least 11 persons, nine from

onX showed Iranian Revo-
suard

dos rappelling from a heli-
copter onto the vessel.
This is the latest escalation

dead &

Balochistan in two separate

(il G i i

Saturday No group

claimed rv_‘pon:-bdny Tor the
far» PAGE 12

Yesmen have been tangeting

Aries. The United King-

s Maritime Trade Op-
erations agency also con-
firmed ncident, only

Sydney shocked

= People being led cut
om the Westfieid
Shopping Centre in Sydney,
Australia on Saturday where
a man stabbed six people
to death before he was
fatalty shot

o
*

baby, were injured by the
unidentified assailant, who
was tracked down and shot
dead by a policewaman

| The mall has been
locked down and police
have urged people to avoid
the area

FULL REPORT
» PAGH

Union, .
tsraell ownership.
Calling it 2 ~pirate opera-
tion” in violation of inter-
national law, he said, “1 call
on the European Union
and the free world 1o im-

as a terrorist organi-

zation and to sancton Iran
now:

den and the Hom of Afri-
ca. In re: . the Indian
; has deployed in

volved the deployment of
over personnel at
Seain more than 21 ships,

craft to address threats in
o maritime domain, Na-
vy Chief Adm. R_ Hari Ku-
mar had sald on March 23,
as Operation Sankalp com-
pleted 100 days.

ISRAEL WARNS 1RAN
» PAGE 12

after Iran threatened repri-
sal for bombing of ks con-
sulate in Damascus, which
was blamed on srael.
least SO0 _Indians,

who were hired after a pro-
cess facilitated by the Na-
tional skill Development
Council (NSDC) along with

n
Delhi. When asked, NSDC
officials who Eacilicated the
recrultment

y Is for all cid-
zens, and hence

were packed and ready to
leave India on April 16, says

in the reglon mmugh so-

Labour
tsrael on April 2 after 3 ceremony in Delhi SPECAL ASRANGEMENT

from a relative to pay for all
the expenses shead of the
wip.

expense

cording to the terms of:
fired by the teracli apency.
the workers are expected
o travel at their own ex-
pense and will only receive
contracts once they land in
Tel Aviv.

A sample contract avail-
able on the PIBA website
seen by The Hindu details
that insurance, accommo-

food w

ange
their costs will be deduct-

woes: A batch of ower 60 workers who were flagzed off to

vernment approving ticket-
ed chartered flights for the
workers.

also been
helplng Facliiare the pro-
cess, despite an earlier ad-
visory issued by the Indian
Embassy in Israel regard-
ing the safety of workers,

a former
assador to Iran and
m.e Unlled Arab Emirates,

e
poorly™ on its planning for
This eventuality. ~The go-
vernment has known for
several months about ten-
sions in the region_ 1f an ad-

comments to The Hindu.

Dalkhola, a Bengal watering hole for Bihar tipplers

Business from

with hotels. motels and plenty of

Amarn:
DALKHOLA

n dry Bihar, the town
of Delihols. nestled
tween National
Highway 31 and T on the

drinkers of the dry State is transfo

ing the West

about 3 north of
Bihar's Purnea, with
is! Iying almost
tance
eothe

As one travels between
the two Bihari towns, one
enters little

highway, is an oasis for

tipplers. They stop here

for a peg or two of alcohol
and overnight

enjoy an
stay at the comfortable
motels that have s

on.

Since April 2016, Bihar
has been a dry State, with
strict penalties of jail time

Justa portion of
Town juts into Bihar. Tt

Bengal. hearing Bangla
Yoices, secing the Bangla
pe on everything from
shnp signboard:
numhber plates. The
play boards at the gates
of the Dalkhola motels

Bar”. They are all abuzz
with truckers. drivers, and

and Kishanganj, all
llned d up to enjoy a dri
The place | sbeconle
a major trans
ppiirs - sasa thehd. Bﬂal
a waiter ar a Jocal mo
e s baen workinear

to a major

Close watch: Checkpoints set up by the Bihar government to
monitar movement to Dalkhols in West Bengal. AVARMATH TERAEY

the motel for nearly three
years and has seen an
influx of customers
seeking alcohol and
bringing a tidy cash nflow
for the motel’s owner, who
is said to come from Bihar
but has now sectled in
Sibiguri_
Local restdents told The

khota ev
Bitar was declared a dry

State in 2016.
“People

Vend sald a middle-aged
owner of a si

From time to time. the

town, which lies wedged between two Bihari towns
hub with a steady influx of customers and tidy cash inflow

Pumea and Kishangan)

meetings with West Bengal
police offictals at Dalkhola
10 ur; to cooperate
in the implementation of
Bihar's liquor Laws.

Checks and barriers
‘The Bihar police. excise.

put up checkpoints and
barriers as one enters the
stretch of the highway.

h anyone.
Most of those who take
liquor at Dalkhola stay
there for a and

id not want to be named.
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INBRIEF = AAP Minist
= Congress clears candidates for T sty
- - - teist

16 LS constituencies in four States | gses

“The pa /s Central Election Committee names Manish Tewari for Chandigarh, Deepender Hooda for Rohtak, Srikant

Kumar Jena for Balasore: Vikramaditya Singh will face BJP cz idate and actor K = in Mandi CHANDIGARH

winder Singh Sukhu and v T ajralz

NHRC fl S “viol ion” of NEW DELMI party’s State unit shar- Lalyit Singh Bhullar landed

human rights in Sandeshkhali

In 2 spoc inquiry fnto the Sandeshkhall case in
‘West Bengal, the National Human Rights
Commission (NHRC) has flagged ~several

there was a “violarion of human rights- due to
= in the

The MHRC, tn fos report alac

barrier~, preventing individuals from voicing
their grievances. The panel has sought an action
taken report within eight weeks from the
government of West Bengal, the NHRC sakd.

Air India. Vistara flights to
avoid Iranian airspace
Amid rising tensions in West Asta, Alr India and
Vistara decided on Saturday to avoid the use of
Iranian atrspace, which is expected to affect flight
ld\edulls to Frankfurt, New York and

cark and result in highes fares. Alr India and

which are kept avauable 10 ensure ope
v during su re being
used.” said a Vistara spokns som. It remaina to
be seen what route Air India’s ultra long-haul
flights to the U_S_ will take. In a statement, Afr
Our aircraft will operate on alternate
flight paths to and from India™~

President asks people to
adopt Ambedkar’s ideals
ted

greet
tizens on the v Of the Dirth anniversary of Dr.
8. R. Ambedkar, the architect of India’s

Constitmion, and asked al to adopt his ideats to
wnli

e country. abasaheb Ambediar & a ploneer
P et e onality, made
exceptional contributions to our country and

society as a jurist. educationist. economist, soctal
reformer and leader, she said. Even
today, his strong belief in the constitutional
system is the foundation of our dsnucrac) and
good governance, the President

Remove beverages from
drinks’

and industry Ministry said in an advisory o all
e-commerce companies.
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Hamachal Pradesh CM Sukiwinder Singh Sukhu is flanked by Congress State president Pratibha Singh
2nd Deputy CM Mukesh Agnibotri during the CEC mesting in New Delhi on Saturday. AN

from Balasore in
Odlshn Former I.ead.er of

fighting against cach other.

Gowernor Balramji Das
Tandon.

The party also cleared
the name of Himachal Pra-
desh Minister
tya Si of former

ngh, son
Chief Minister Virbhadhra
Singh

di. He will be facing BIP
candidate Kangana -

- Unrton AMiniseer
who

aresh
D}unznl has been ﬁelded

centre of a controversy
=kt Tile’ remmiarics agmlont
R.a'puxs and is facing p

ny withth the

snrsa. However, Shelja

has yet ro decide whether
she “will contest or
Sources also said thac ln

jab, former AAP
Dharamvir Gandhi’s narne
was cleared for Patiala.

The party. which is

racked with i fighting in

tak and Kumari Shelja from

esh, is hop-
Ing that Mr. Singh's candi
dature will bring stability.
Differences that were sim-
mering between CM Suk-

The fault lnes within the
party were visible, with Mr.
amadity:

mor.hs Ms. Singh, blami
The Caf for the Rajya Sabhs

Names for candidates
for five Assembly seats in
Gujarar coming up for by-
polls were also cleared.

seves
the parry are hoping that
former C.

uency.
Seinat farmer Comgress

MLA Harminder Singh Gill
and allegedly made cas-
teist remarks. He later

unity.
the
taki

Rahul Gandhi and party

general secretary Pri

Gandhi Vadra will contest.
“The meeting was attend-

ed

e
action, senior SAD leader
Dalic Singh Cheema said,

acdon of the Mi-
nister Is criminal, highly

has ex-

by C
Mallikarjun Kharge, form-

secretary K.C. Venugopal.

posed the ol Tace OF AR
leaders. It has gravely hurt
the feelings of the people
of the State."

BJP’s Rajput trouble comes to the
fore in western Uttar Pradesh

Kumar
GHAZIABAD

With less than a week left
fnr the first round of Lok
inel
weslem Urtar
caste is casting its

the BJP's Hindutva

Juggernaut.

Miffed at being sidelined
in ticket distribution at the
expense of Gurjars and
Jats, and their self-esteem
bel

Thakur 1 arn
ding panchayats across
the region. Goi the
footfall, it appears
nt is taking electo-
ral shape.
After conducting pan-
chayats in  Sahar. T,

anpas
Meeruz, and Ghaziabad. a

Swabhiman Sam-
rclan has hoen scheduled
in Sardhana in the Muzaf-
far; constituency.
This has come after BIP
leader and Union Minister

and ars in the
Brii region

stitute 10-13% of the Uttar
Pradesh population and
their vote could affect the

hapr ‘Meerut, Saharan-

and Union AMinister San-
Jjeev Balyan was attacked in
vil-

a2 Thak

door Sangathan, has taken
up the cause of the caste.

lage. It was seen as the

polls from Sardhana. H
supporters hold Mr. Balyan
for

pur, Kaira-
na, and Bijnor. But this
time the BJP has not fekd-
ed any Thakur candsdate
for these seats. The

excepdon is Thakur Sar-
vesh Singh from Morada-
bad whom the party has

Rastuxiya Lok Dal (RLD)
have their atten-

on Jars n.nd(:ux)ars in
the Beij region.

Discontent surfaces
The

Party,
- marer o cmir

come
selfesteem. The Thakur

identity of Raja

unity feel that Parshottam Rupala has ad-
General V.K. Singh (retd),  ded fuel to the fire by his
the two-time MP from - statements.”
ziabad, was forced to sit unuever, ALS. Tanwar,

when a night before Prime

mollify the

said: “There are local is-
d

BJP, Sena yet to seal
the deal on Thane,
Mumbai South seats

MUMBAL

With just 20 days to go for
fili

councillor and had shifted

o
of the Mahayurti allies — the
BIP and Shiv Sena (E3math

seats of Mumbai South and

Thane.

For the Mumbai South
uency. earlier the

Sena bagged the seat, Mr.

wanted to field Bala
Namdgaonkar but backed
out and announced uncon-

Assenbly spezker Rahul

the wait

MLA Mangal Prabie: Lod:
ha. In the 2014 Lok Sabha
election. on being denjed
ticket, Mr. Narwekar joined
- % r

% ©
year joined the party after
Quitting the Congress, and
former

Party. In 2019, he was
elected MLA from Colaba.
in South

Municipal  Corporation
C s

ruckus in Gujarac.
rs or Rajputs con-

Modi's
rally in Meerut, the caval-
cade of Muzaffarnagar MP

Thakur Puran  Singh,
president of the Kisan Maz-

0 all the communities.™

Jadhav Is a three-time

a

Mumbai.
The BJP seems inclined

o field Sanjeev Naik.

was elected MP in 2019 on

NCP ticket.

Chargesheet
against two
accused in car
blast case

NEW DELMI

Entrepreneur and pilot, Gopichand Thotakura
is aiming for a place in Indian space history

NEW DELHI

Earlier this month, Jeff Be-

The
Agency (NIA) has filed a

3 =]

=000
N
i

3

nst two
accused, including the key
conspirator, in last years
Manipur_car bomb blast
case in which three people
were injured, an official
issued on Satur-

5 2

(0
D= 010

8

PRy

DIFRCULTY RATING: e T 7T

Sotution to yesterday s Sudok:

day said.

The agency filed the

They have been charged
und. us sections of
the Indian Penal Code, the

Unlawful A:KIV“S_ES (Pre-

the Prevention of Damage
to Public Property Act,
1984. Further

d Blue Origin an-

nounced six crew mem-

bers who would be pa:

a forthcoming commercial

flight to space. Of interest

to india is one participant.
T

pilot, who is based in the
United States.

‘While an actual launch
date has not been speci-
fied, a successful trip to
space could make Mr. Tho-

d
ssian Soyuz T-11 spa-

In_a media statement,
Mr.

s under way to trace ocher
the case. the

mmselr.s the “first civilian
astronaut”. In
pnnse o auestions from

at he would

about 80 km above sea le-
wvel — is considered one.
Given that the New She-

rocket (NS-25). the

e Ortgin venicio, 2itmbe

to a 100 km from earth’s

surface. stays in space

enough for the crew

in the Russian space sta-
tion, fits the classical defini-
ﬂon of an astronaut, ho-
it is unclear if Mr.
Thotalaira would be de-
scribed as one.
Until 2021, these distinc-
tlons did not matter be
cause all human spa

zpace or being part of rest

The United States” Fed-
eral Avxauon Admlnlstra-
tion (FAA). issues

AMr. Thotakura, born in
Viisyawada and schooled
Visakhap:

gpened up opportuniies,”
who is

prior to the Ga-

atr. =g
the co-founder of Preserve
Life Corp, an Atanta-based
health and wellness com-
pany, did not disclose how
he bagged a seat on NS-2s.
“There was no real selec-
tlon process or criterla. I

was hell bent g

2 manned mission
It is a desire to carry Indian
blood (ethnicity) to space,”
he added.

Amx




Remove beverages from
‘health drinks’ category: govit.

The government has asked all e-commerce
companies to remove drinks and beverages,
including Bournvita, from the health drinks
category from their portals. “National
Commission for Protection of Child Rights, a
statutory body constituted under section (3) of
the Commission of Protection of Child Rights Act
2005 after its inquiry under Section 14 of CRPC
Act 2005 concluded that there is no ‘health
drink’ defined under Food Safety and Standards
Act 2006, rules and regulations submitted by the
Food Safety and Standards Authority of India and
Mondelez India Food Pvt Ltd,” the Commerce
and Industry Ministry said in an advisory to all
e-commerce companies. e
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Sugar Content (Per 100 Gms)
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Bournvita

All our claims are verified and transparent and all
iIngredients have regulatory approvals. All the
necessary nutritional information is mentioned on

the pack for consumers to make informed choices.



Bournvita

...every serve of 20 gm of Bournvita has 7.5 grams
of added sugar, which Is approximately one and a
half teaspoons. This Is much less than the daily

recommended intake limits of sugar for children.
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How Healthy Are Bournvita, Horlicks, Complan For Children? Dietician -
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| Comments On The Nutritional Value Of All - HealthBeat =
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' ThelLiverDoc on Twitter wrote about Bournvita and its effects on health. On the one hand, the brand

claims that adding the mix to milk can help improve brain function in children along with immunity, and [
bone and muscle strength. But on the other, studies associated it with health problems citing the high
sugar content.
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Entrepreneur and pilot, Gopichand Thotakura
is aiming for a place in Indian space history

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

Earlier this month, Jeff Be-
zos-owned Blue Origin an-
nounced six crew mem-
bers who would be part of
a forthcoming commercial
flight to space. Of interest
to India is one participant,
Gopichand Thotakura, an
Indian businessman and
pilot, who is based in the
United States.

While an actual launch
date has not been speci-
fied, a successful trip to
space could make Mr. Tho-
takura the first Indian in
space since Rakesh Shar-
ma, who in April 1984 be-
came — and remains — the
only Indian to have the ho-
nour, when he went aboard
the Russian Soyuz T-11 spa-
cecraft.

In a media statement,
Mr. Thotakura describes
himself as the “first civilian
Indian astronaut”. In res-
ponse to questions from

New frontiers: Gopichand Thotakura. PTI

The Hindu, he reasoned
that he would be an astro-
naut because anyone who
crosses the Karman Line —
the boundary that sepa-
rates Earth’s atmosphere
and outer space, and is at
about 80 km above sea le-
vel — is considered one.
Given that the New She-
pard rocket (NS-25), the
Blue Origin vehicle, climbs
to a 100 km from earth’s
surface, stays in space long
enough for the crew

aboard to experience
weightlessness and allows
one to observe earth’s cur-
vature, it ticks all the boxes
for a space trip. Rakesh
Sharma, who spent a week
in the Russian space sta-
tion, fits the classical defini-
tion of an astronaut, ho-
wever it is unclear if Mr.
Thotakura would be de-
scribed as one.

Until 2021, these distinc-
tions did not matter be-
cause all human spaceflight

until then involved military
personnel and astronauts
who were trained as such
and part of missions that
involved either living in
space or being part of test
flights.

The United States’ Fed-
eral Aviation Administra-
tion (FAA), which issues
commercial space licences
and verifies launch or re-
entry vehicles that carry
humans, has since 2021
stopped designating space-
farers as “astronauts”.

Russian astronauts are
called ‘cosmonauts’, and
Chinese ones ‘taikonauts’,
and prospective Indians,
are colloquially ‘vyoma-
nauts’ or ‘gaganauts’, sug-
gesting that countries are
free to define space travell-
ers in their own terms. S.
Somnath, Chairman, In-
dian Space Research Or-
ganisation (ISRO), told The
Hindu that were Mr. Tho-
tukura’s flight to be suc-
cessful and prior to the Ga-

ganyaan missions, he
would be the “... second In-
dian in space and techni-
cally, an astronaut.”

Mr. Thotakura, born in
Vijayawada and schooled
in Visakhapatnam, studied
aeronautical engineering
and trained to be a pilot in
the United States. “I've al-
ways aspired to go to space.
When I came to the U.S. in
2010, this meant either go-
ing via NASA or being a U.S.
citizen and these were bar-
riers for me. Blue Origin
opened up opportunities,”
he said.

Mr. Thotakura, who is
the co-founder of Preserve
Life Corp, an Atlanta-based
health and wellness com-
pany, did not disclose how
he bagged a seat on NS-25.
“There was no real selec-
tion process or criteria. I
was hell bent on getting
aboard a manned mission.
It is a desire to carry Indian
blood (ethnicity) to space,”
he added.

A INX



Where Does Space Begm"

| ' Space begms at the Karman line, which is
, Thermosphere s roughly 100 km or 62 miles above The .
SR . Ecﬁhssuﬁoce 7

Karman line e
| International

| Space Station
 330-410km

MeSosphere b

rarospnere \& Meteor . G
_Troposphere _‘ N ]OO kan (62m'|)
L \ 80 km (50 mi)
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Sunday, Apeil 14, 2024
CHENRAL

Gill finishes in top-three on
the first day of Otago Rally
Gaurav Gill of JK Tyre put himself in contention

for a podium finish after grabbing a top-three
spot at the end of the opening day of the Otago

o were pllo(lng 2022 APRC champfon and
10-time winner Haydon Paddon’s
#Hyundai 120 N Rally2 machine.

Silver for Radhika while
Shivanee takes bronze

Indian women managed a silver and a bronze
medal in the Aslan wrestling champlonships at
kel

Bishl
a 2022 silver medamst in 65ke. b
le Shivane:

Jaglan,

another silver in
ed a

to take Japan's 65kg siot in the Paris Olympécs —
SeacIhilos vens ceriimetrigly bemtani 162wty 13
minutes left on the clock. e defear

57 v weins the
bronze. Pushpa Yadav (59k2) and Priya

who got pinned while leading 42, lost their
respective bronze medal matches. Tamanna
(S5ke) exited in the repechage round.

Arjun and Jeevan make the
doubles final in Mexico
Arjun Kadhe and Jeevan Nedunchezhiyan

defeated top seeds Luke Johnson and Skander
2 -6, 2.605), WO 81 10 det up 2 thie clash
nd ranl eski and

Other result: Doubles, semifinats: Piotr Matuzzewski (9o
& Matthew Romios (aus) be Rtk Bollipaili & Nisi Poonschs
6-4,3-6, 11073

NorthEast United FC eases
past Odisha FC in the ISL
NorthEast United FC breezed past Odisha FC 3-0

in an Indian Super League match at the Indira
um in Guwahati on

Sar - Parthib Gogot,
Ko Phalguni Singh found the net for Juan
Benali's side. NEUFC fin{ d its season with 26

er
£ the league stage with 39 points from 22

e result: NorthEast United FC 3 (Gogoi 12, ARsach 16,
Prslunt 4543 ok Geitha FC o,

Hockey: Indian men go
down to Australia again

The Indian men’s hockey team failed to avoid a
O-5 sertes whitewash after going down 2-3 in the
fifth Test against Australia here on Saturday.
Harmanpreet Singh (fourth) and Boby
Singh Dhami (S3rd) were the goal scorers for

e board
Jeremy Hayward (20¢h), Ky Wlll.o(( 38th) and
Tim Brand (39¢h). The Indians

with an attacking mlndsel_ Jugraj smgh lobbed
the ball up to Jarman; n the Aussie
Fualf bt falled to conmect with the forward Hne.
1ndia took the lead in the f

by extending the lead through Brand.

A roller-coaster ride for leader Nepos
Pragg and Tan very impressive

En
Passant

D. Gukesh had a very
impressive victory over Ni-
jat Abasov; he won by
Sheer persistence.
He drew with Nakarmmaar:

in the sixth round an dd)en
tragedy occurred in the
sevemh.

st Ali-

an
l the sole leader at the
Candidates  tourna-

ment after seven rounds,

difficuls opening test, did

reza Firouzia, wht had 1%
three games. looked better
than it might have been.

Dangerous opponent
Even in the shakiest of
forms, Firouzja is a danger-
ous opponent. As the time

Gu-

not solve it,
to stumble into a lost posi-

xt day, Nepom-
niachechi Hid not try hard
nst Fabtano Carana.

kesh suddenly collapsed
and lost. Though he & play-
ing very. very well, he will
have to pm this disappoint-

ment aside
Caruana aped
inst Vidic (_-u]rdﬂll inthe
afth round. After drawing
with Nepomniachtchi, he
ed against Pragena-

but was

to create practical
problems and when Na-
kamura went wrong, he
goc a draw.

completely.

So he has had three
quiet draws. It is noticea-
ble that the experienced
players are more relaxed
when things are not going
their way.

in control: Tan is ahead by haif-3- poirt going into the second half

2nd tooks the favourite. ADE

niachtchi and then pro-
ceeded to defeat
He effortlessly

held
against pre-t ent fa-

vourite Caruana
black

Nakamura managed to
win against Firouzia more
or less by sheer will power.

It has allowed him t co-
ck with a 50% score,

but he is well off the pace.

He will have his chances.

to create chances
every day.

In the women's tourna-
ment, Tan Zhongyi is look-
ing very fmpressive. There
was a wobble or two in her
Muzy-
chuk but she played that
game very well until that
point.

She takes a half-a-point
lead into the second half
and I think she is now the
favourite.

Aleksandra Goryachki-

e Teader by halfapommt.

s are not going their way

At the moment, only Go-
ryachkina and Tan are
fighting for the top prize.

strength, saving difficult
positions. as againe: Kar

Lagno, and then
raldng her game to beat

Out of
Humpy is now struggling.
In the two games she mad,

of shape in_this tourna-
ment. Hopefully she will
be able to show her
stre:
Vatshali was in a good
situation but lost her last
games and

Airee smashes 36 in
an over against Qatar

CRICKET

Press Trust of India
AL AMERAT (QATARY

Mepalis Dipendos Singth AL
e became the third batter

Yuvraj
Broad
during the T20 World Cup
in 2007) and Kieron Pol-
lard (against Srl Lanka's
Akila Dananjaya in 2021) as
batters with six maximums
in one over.
The 24-yearold Airee

Airee__ in familiar terrtory.
CRICKET NEPRL

Mathotra completing it in
ODIs earlier.

on a
21-ball 64 that included
three fours and seven sixes
at a monstrous strike rate
of 304.76.

The Nepal man became
the fifth batter to achieve
this rare feat in interna-

. Alree is no
stranger to hitting six sbxes.

tive sixes across two overs.

Three-way tie after two rounds;
Woods claims another Major record

GOLF

Beuters
AUGUSTA

Bryson DeChambeau, Max
Homa, and Scottie Schef-
fler weathered a wild win-
dy day seldom seen at Au-
gusta National to sha

posse:

ston of top spot. the World

No. 1 cruising along with a
one shot lead uneil

into trouble where so ma-

Small setback: Firstround leader DeChambeau, after » bogey 3t
the 18th, shares the top spot with Moma and Scheffler. AFP

the finish signing for an
even par

Homa. who had never
broken 70 at Augusta until
wrapping up his weather-
delayed first round on Fri-

out on the course and on

Masters debutant Nico-
lai Hojgaard of Denmark
73 to

had never experienced be-
fore at Augusta National.
As always the spotlight
Woods as he
his way to an
ar 72 securing him a
reoold 24th consecutive
cut at Augusta Mtlonal.
Meanwhile
Bhatia
ann:l &ah.‘llh Theeplx

gala (74, 74> was T-35. des-
Ppite a triple bogey after the
second round.

secend rownd:

battled to a
sit alone in fourth at four-
under with Australian
Devia (Z2) and Ca Collin Mod-
kawa furthe:
back.
Only eight players man-
aged to break par on a sun-
kissed day of devilish
winds that most said they

2138: Max Homa (USA, 67, 73],
Scottie Scheffler {USA, 65, 72
Bryson DeChambeau USA, 65,
3.

238 Nicolas Hosigaard Den, &7,
Daves (huss. 69 T21;
71

1: Carmerce
Zotin onhamn (USA,
142: Ludvig Aberg (Swe 72, 53]

Nadal to make ATP
return in Barcelona

NZ dashes India’s
qualification hopes

Osaka keen to play
at the Olympics if

TENNIS

Erery

Rafael Nadal will make his

once, m an

dan Thompson i the Bris-
bane Op.

en_

towrnament has also

been boosted by the return

of Nadal's compatriot Car-

Alcaraz, the World No.

3, who with,
weel

phy\ed at the Brisbane I
ternational this season.
The injury in Brisbane
prompted the record 14-
time French Open winner's
withdrawal from the Aus-

Peadal s

tralian Open as well as Do-
ha and Indsan Wells, where
he had first intended to
make his comeback-
His one appearance
since Brisbane came in an
mat -
caraz in Las Vegas in March
where observers noted
some discomfort in his
back.

With this potentially Na-

preparation
seeks to win a record 15th
¥French Open title.

s Bureau

New Zealand scotched In-
‘s

Raina lost the second sin-
gles 2-6, 0-6 to Lulu Sun.

In the aNectvg doubles,
Paige Hourigan and Erin
Koutliffe led 61, 51 before
Ankita  an.

e made a ﬁghl ofk
@ be S5 in the second see.

However, the Kiwl pair

was far ©

g for the second qualifica-

tion spot berween Korea.
india and New Zealand. be-
hind the all-conquering
Chinese.

Korea took the second
qualification berth as it had
won 11 individual matches
from five ties, to eight by
India and seven by New
Zealand. Had India won the
tie against New Zealand, &t
would have qualified with
four wins.

After such etiing vico-
ries against Tafwan and Ko-
rea, it was a heart break for
the Indian team.

While China and Korea

play-off,

Oceania got relegated to

Asia-Oceania group-2
India and

0o
world Nos doubles
player Erin Routiffe had
made the

will to stay in
group-1 for next season.

Open
semifinals this year and
had won the women's dou-
bles title in the US Open to
let the Indian team stresch
the fight any further.
There was a threeway

Zealand bt sndia 2-1

given a chance

ence France -Presse
Toxvo

Former World No.1 Naomi
Osaka sasd Saturday
that _she -would love to
play” at this vea
Olyrapics if she Is granted a
sporby cennis chiefs.

The four-time Grand

appearances

for Japan in the Billie Jean
Qup during the cur-

rent Olympic cycle.

She told reporters in To-

rowing UD wa(ch.lng
the Olympics on TV.

R

Osaka.ne

done” The 26year-old
said she “would hope that
£et to play™ at the Garmes.

~And if I do play. I have

ambitions of myself

and 1 hope that I can do

really well and get a me-

dal.” she said.

Osaka's_world king

has risen from 831 w0 193
e she er come-

has not

of

spos she said.
“1 thought it brought
-

other athletes is one of the
finest things that I've ever

sone beyond the quarter-fi-

nals in six tournaments.
She said she intends to
play “a full clay court sea-
son and p(uhably a full
season” over

e Cening st

A




Airee smashes 36 in
an over against Qatar

CRICKET

Press Trust of India
AL AMERAT (QATAR)

Nepal’s Dipendra Singh Ai-
ree became the third batter
to smash six sixes in an ov-
er in T20Is here on Satur-
day. Airee achieved the feat
against host Qatar during
the ACC Men’s Premier
Cup T20L.

Airee joined Yuvraj
Singh (against Stuart Broad
during the T20 World Cup
in 2007) and Kieron Pol-
lard (against Sri Lanka’s
Akila Dananjaya in 2021) as
batters with six maximums
in one over.

The 24-year-old Airee
remained unbeaten on a
21-ball 64 that included
three fours and seven sixes
at a monstrous strike rate
of 304.76.

The Nepal man became
the fifth batter to achieve
this rare feat in interna-

Airee... in familiar territory.
CRICKET NEPAL

tional cricket, with Her-
schelle Gibbs of South Afri-
ca and USA’s Jaskaran
Malhotra completing it in
ODIs earlier.

However, Airee is no
stranger to hitting six sixes.
During Nepal’s Hangzhou
Asian Games T20I clash
against Mongolia in Sep-
tember last year, he had
pummelled six consecu-
tive sixes across two overs.




L-G SAYS DELHI GOVT
SCHEMES FOR POOR
WILL CONTINUE
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6 KILLED IN SYDNEY
MALL STABBING:
ATTACKER SHOT
DEAD race o

PLAN SHELVED EARLIER DUE TO FINANCIAL CONSTRAINTS

Eye on eastern Ladakh, new Army
division likely to be raised this year

72 Div, planned as part of 17 MSC, set to be raised under Northern Command

AMRITANAYAK DUTTA
NEW DELHI. APRE 13

A LONG-PENDING plan £o saise
3 new Anmy division for possible

likely to be implemented this
as partof.

year.
for jammu and Kashmir (J&K)
and the Ladakh regioa. The
Inctian has le.

Express
According to sources. the
Army is © ing raising the
72 Divisson — T s Lo Oz~
inally function under the 17
Mountain Strike Corps {(MSC)
C 1)

SARATH REDDY STATEMENT IN EXCISE POLICY CASE

3 months before Kejriwal arrest,
ED no to approver’s visit abroad:
‘May not return to support case’

Court allowed Reddy to go; ED said
his absence will seriously affect probe

assibie deployment in |2 17, MSC — which was parrially
samem. Ladakh under the Jlf raised then — was fo
-rn Commarnd. =1 2-pronged na The e were fo-
A has approximatety | 5 on Pakistan.
14000 to 15.000 troops = ® strategy Butin the backdrop of the mil-
Howeves, mustead of rec - e standofl with China which
ditional the Arrmy is THE DECTIONS part of begann 20203
ety to reorgInise existing pes- overall carried out in 2021 10 keep twool
kg phanmed the strike corps!
the China. The 1 Corps and 17
Astrike corps is witha pronge Criepes wiesm et wiie i e
acrson. stratezy -
Cusrently. the Army has four e Ladakh amid the Gers o tackle Chirese the
strike corps — the Mathura- = 3 he role of the 1 Conps was
based 1 Corps. wiith China, and on en-
Corps. Bhopal-based 21 Corps. Susing no gap in training ern borders with China with two
and 17 MSC in P; of strike corps. infanery divisions The 17 Corps.
2

Iran seizes cargo
ship linked to Israel,
17 Indians in crew

tensions

as
EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE

NEW DEL-L APRIL 13 Bt ptas
IRANIAN COMMANDOS
ized an Isracti-affili-
ated container ship carrying 17
Jindian crew members, the Laesc

= B h
in wisich New Defii has
o Tosind el Cavie oo
path of the
Coard rappelicd MSC Aries in Strait
from a et oato of Hormuz feuters

Group. Genewva-based MSC later

the seizuse and
Said a tocal of 25 crew members

in Syras that killed
12 people inckiding » senios
Guar an had vowed

avenge striiae,
The ship is associated with

Marstame.
| Zodiac Maritime & past of Issaeli
billionaire Eyal Ofer’s Zodiac

P VAIDYANATHAN IYER
ERODE. TIRUPPL
COIMBATORE. APRIL 13

EN ROUTE to Tiruppar in Tamil
moce than

said
2 special forces unis of the Guand's
the.

Gl 2021, anly the

KAUNAIN SHERIFF
NEW/ DELHLAPRIL13

KEY TO the Enforcement
Directorate's case that Dethi
Chaef M

Chandra Reddy: Delhi CM Arvind Kejriwal

in Deihi. then presided over by
Special judge M K Nagpal, a
Jowed Reddy to turm approves
and granted him
Macch 19’ this yéur
msp.n was transferred an

A

A Time to Sow &
aTime to Reap
As the country ccdebrates
regiomal new years. a look at
T the kinsfup of food ties
communitics and languages
FOUR-PAGE PULLOUT

SC to hear CM
plea against HC
order on arrest
tomorrow

EXPRESS NEWSSERVICE
NEW DELHLAPRIL I3

judge bench of Justices Sanjiv
*channa aed Dipamiar Gugea,

had aismissed Kep l(e,nwal s p!e.l
challenging his ar

based Aurobindo

Sarath Chandsa Reddy. secorded
on April 25, 2023, about h
leged meeting with Kejriwal

ana
on My 29,2023, a special court

‘Gangrapes at TMC office’ NHRC
submits report on Sandeshkhali

Police told victims to compromise with perpetrators: Report

RAVIK SHATT A

u:Dx

Appealing 2z
April © ruling. Kejriwal ques-
al™

the rights body after it took suo

KOLKATA APRIL13

of the allega-
tions, and s based on 3 visit to the
west village and conver-

wonEN
ata Trinamool Congress (TMC) of -
fice:, victins toid by police toreach

I
been submitted o the Chief
Secretary and DGPof West Bengal

timing of his “illes:
arrest undes the Prevention of
¢ Laundering Act (PMLAL
saying it was “in the maddle of
CONTINUED ONPAGE 2

Hazra, Uttam Sardar and Amir
close

"

o h. Cersrad
Board, and that officials wese in lage to keep them safe — the Bureauofl =)
touch with Tehean for the secu. ] 4 National  Human =~ Rights _ TheTMCcaliedtheNHRCS  duct searches at his residence.
wity, welfae release Commission (NHRC) has made the BJF
the Indians. One source said: grave, v nct n ers. He went on the run. and a
e D Diint.  paned ot the ity ofie. mronth Liter, peotests erupted

con 2 = The report was peepared by The report Prasad conT

ALONG ERODE-TIRUPPUR HIGHWAY

Migrant labour, Jharkhand dhaba,
Ukraine war tell a 2024 TN story

With demand down, Tamil Nadu’s Kongu region faces
labour shortage — and sees businessmen talk of change

Agnipath turns business cold in
Nagaur, heats up poll campaign

Opp targets recruitment scheme; BJP tries to dodge
question, Rajnath suggests changes in policy possible

PARUL KULSHRESTHA
KUCHAMANR (RAJASTHAN),
APma 13

THE HOARDINGS put up by
academies promising to help
et inco the Armed Fosces
Ty froems 5 boms iy s Gne 25
proaches Kuchaman city in
Nagiiz Semicr Yhe chy's en

The Jharkhand-UP dhaba on the Erode-Tiruppur highway

Nadu that accounts

Bl of EVdy's SATMEnts expoets,
on the Erode-

= Tiruppus higfnway.

Mohamed s.-mq
Khan's
stands out T ms

DECISION|  name-

2024

|2, 209 eroploys four others

Tiruppur o wmi in lcoms and
hotels and

fure. of Late. ~Laboer ko kos prob-
texm nahi hal yahar,~ e says, em-

Troem his hosme st.
Sadiq Khan has seen “trains
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Population and ies sporting suc-

class footballers has mystified
home and abeoad.

MIHIR VASAVDA
MAUNMEBAIL AP 13

LIKE HIS prediecessces. FIFA pres-
ident Gianni Infantino was left
searching for answers during 3
visit to India in October 2022.
~2Cs a country of more than 1.3

However. a new study has
answers.
Research conducted by

AT and
Frol licence coach and formex

o they do noe Cace any
CONTINUED

sazn
Shiksha ki ng. Kuchaman
KuchamanT.

Past thase. gares though,
Kuchaman is Almost a ghost
=

and Goa — whose togal popula-
tion. s per the 2011 Census. was
appecocimal

tely 12.43 croee.
the male -

a total of 1112 — who have
in the jursior and

the domes-
tic beagues in the last 22 years.

To further extrapolate this
daza_Hood's

of
All lnuu Footbal Federation
(AIFF), has revealed that in 2

that pe: Stiodixs
footbatlers hatted from mine
states and one city — Greater

Billion, ugh country of a billion-  Mumbai. Kerala Tamil Nadu_
talent in India.” he remarked. Plus people. over 65 percentof  Meg| addi-

It wasnT the fisst timea di- ¢ n.m tonimn e
rect cosrelation was made be-  froem only five states — — whose collective popu-
¥ st Bngal POrSE  Lation was & Rrie Over 2o arbre

Job aftes the Agrépath
Located in west Rajasth.

Kuchaman. which falls in the
UED: 2

Days before polling,
two killed in fresh
violence in Manipur

SUKRITABARUAH
GUWAHATI APFRL 13

™ Aviciens 1. fod

of relative peace lasting over 40
days, two persons were killed oo

dlistrict.
mi osganisations
identified the victims as
Kamminlal Lupheng (23) and
Kamiengsat Lunksm (22). botl
residents of

A aenior potle olfizer con-
fiomed that there was firing in the
area, and said two persons are
suspected to have died but the

area under the jurisdiction of

my East
districts of lmp!
pi. and Naga-majority

Ukbrul meet
The Committee of Tribal

bodies huven't been

Videas of the

accordirgg to the 2011 Census. In
other aboat.

India’s football map skewed, 65% of top players from just 5 states: Study

foothall map. there would be 2

sions™ “This could lead to mose

at- ratent id
i S_III.I.FI.A‘IERPDII. Fog itiae oy S canion
- oy b= up of its best lar spcrtmsnuda virtually no  lored to leverage unique
L _‘ @ S5S1%ofplayer pool for mmw states of Manipur  inroads into the densely-popu-  strengths and address the spe-
and have lated cific challenges of different re-
moss to India’s ac- Hood underfined that the - be poted.
1L MaraeUR counting for almost 31 pes cent  pattern in India is not different
17.580 of elite-level footbaliers in the  from most countries. includi
France. and Brazil,
(1335 per cont), Punjab (1146  whers handful of
percent)andGoa(971 percent)  duce a majority of pla
2 mzoRAM 1n addition. of the 152 play- r. for a country
13419 ers who have played for india  has 2 poos sc nand
TSR i Since 2002, almoss 80 per cent  strugsles o form.a team that can
s.coa beat 00 like
o7me Sty oy Richare! Hood. former head of city (Greater Mumbai). with
o at “identify areas

So. i one were to draw ndia's

help
thar reguire targesed




India’s football map skewed, 65% of top players from just 5 states: Study
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MIHIR VASAVDA
MUMBAI, APRIL13

LIKE HIS predecessors, FIFA pres-
ident Gianni Infantino was left
searching for answers during a
visit to India in October 2022.
“It’s a country of more than 1.3
billion, so there must be enough
talentin India,” he remarked.

It wasn’t the first time a di-
rect correlation was made be-
tween the country’s burgeoning

population and its sporting suc-
cess, or the lack of it. Seen
through this prism, India’s re-
peated failure to find 11 world-
class footballers has mystified
observers at home and abroad.

However, a new study has
some answers.

Research conducted by
Richard Hood, UEFA ‘A’ and AFC
Pro licence coach and former
head of player development of
All India Football Federation
(AIFF), has revealed that in a
sprawling country of a billion-
plus people, over 65 per cent of
the elite-level footballers hail
from only five states — Manipur,
Mizoram, West Bengal, Punjab

and Goa — whose total popula-
tion, as per the 2011 Census, was
approximately 12.43 crore.
These are the male players —
a total of 1,112 — who have
played for India in the junior and
senior national teams, and the
top two divisions of the domes-
tic leagues in the last 22 years.
To further extrapolate this
data, Hood'’s analysis showed
that nearly 90 per cent of India’s
footballers hailed from nine
states and one city — Greater
Mumbai, Kerala, Tamil Nadu,
Meghalaya and Sikkim in addi-
tion to the five states mentioned
above — whose collective popu-
lation was a little over 25 crore

SMALL PLAYER POOL

4.PUNJAB Z \ Just5states makeup
11.46% . ‘. @ 6551%of player pool for
- senior national team
s d 1.MANIPUR
"‘ 'l— 17.58%
3.WEST 2.MIZORAM
BENGAL " 13.41%
e 13.35%
5.GOA
9.71% Study by Richard Hood, former head of

player development of AIFF

epaper.indianexpress:com mmEE N

according to the 2011 Census. In
other words, about 20 per cent of
India’s population contributes to
90 per cent of its best footballers.

The tiny states of Manipur
and Mizoram have contributed
most to India’s player pool, ac-
counting for almost 31 per cent
of elite-level footballers in the
country, followed by West Bengal
(13.35 per cent), Punjab (11.46
percent)and Goa(9.71 per cent).

In addition, of the 152 play-
ers who have played for India
since 2002, almost 80 per cent
came from just six states and one
city (Greater Mumbai), with
Punjab leading the chart.

So, if one were to draw India’s

football map, there would be a
giant hole in the middle, indicat-
ing that the world’s most popu-
lar sport has made virtually no
inroads into the densely-popu-
lated Hindi heartland.

Hood underlined that the
pattern in India is not different
from most countries, including
France, Argentina and Brazil,
where a handful of pockets pro-
duce a majority of players.

However, for a country that
has a poor scouting system and
struggles to form a team that can
beat a war-ravaged nation like
Afghanistan, Hood hoped the re-
search could help “identify areas
that require targeted interven-

tions”. “This could lead to more
strategic talent identification
and development efforts, tai-
lored to leverage unique
strengths and address the spe-
cific challenges of different re-
gions,” he noted.

The project is aimed to exam-
ine the “birthplace effect” in
Indian football. It looks at how “a
range of environmental, social
and infrastructural factors, such
asaccess to quality coaching, fa-
cilities, and competitive oppor-
tunities, as well as socio-eco-
nomic and cultural aspects” have
encouraged or hindered sport-
ing participation.

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2



Current Men's ranking

Last update: 04 April 2024 Next update: 20 June 2024 (65 days)

Rk. Team

119 " Tanzania

120 4 5 Z Lebanon
121 | 4 = India

122 1 2 E Zimbabwe
123 - Estonia




Nickname(s) The Blue Tigers

All India Football
Federation (AIFF)

AFC (Asia)
Sub-confederation SAFF (South Asia)

Association

Confederation

Head coach Igor Stimac

Captain Sunil Chhetri

Most caps Sunil Chhetri (150)!"]
Top scorer Sunil Chhetri (94)["]

Home stadium Various

FIFA code IND
Second colours

First colours

FIFA ranking
Current 121 ¥ 4 (4 April 2024)2)
Highest 94 (February 1996/
Lowest 173 (March 20152

First international

Pre-independence:
Australia 5-3 India
(Sydney, Australia; 3 September 1938)
Post-independence:
e India 1-2 France |} |}
(London, England; 31 July 1948)

Biggest win

e India 7-0 Sri Lanka N
(Bangalore, India; 7 December 1963)

Biggest defeat

Ell Soviet Union 11-1 India o
(Moscow, Soviet Union; 16 September 1955)

Summer Olympics

Appearances

Best result

Appearances

Best result

Appearances

Best result

4 (first in 1948)
Semi-finals (1956)
Asian Cup

5 (first in 1964)
Runners-up (1964)

Asian Games
11 (first in 19571)
Champions (1951, 1962)

SAFF Championship

Appearances

Best result

13 (first in 1993)

Champions (1993, 1997,
1999, 2005, 2011, 2015,
2021, 2023)




JUST A MERCENARY?

Just a Mercenary?
Notes From My
Life and Career
Duvvuri Subbarao

Penguin Random House
Pp 435, X799

ship between the people’s representa-
tivesand thebureaucracy.Itisasituation
where realpolitik trumps idealism.

Why does the book relate to people
outside civil services? Why should we be
interested in someone’s journey at all?
The answers lie in the strength of the

book. The charm of the book is that

this person at the core of the
narrative disappears the
moment the choices are
thrown open, challenges
are discussed and the
morality of the situation

is weighed in. Suddenly
these become our lives
—universal and relat-
able.As thewriterreflects




IMF chief Kristalina Georgieva wins second term

BLOOMBERG
April 13

KRISTALINA GEORGIEVA
WON asecond five-year term
as the head of the
International Monetary
Fund, allowing her to con-
tinue leading the crisislender
as it confronts challenges
including lower global
growth prospects, climate
change and distressed debt in
developing nations.

The decision came after
several discussions between
Georgieva, who was the sole
candidate for the job,and the
IMF  executive  board,
the fund said in a statement.

The board commended
Georgieva’s “strong and agile

.
= 4
e >

- 4 5

leadership” and said that it
looks forward to continuing
towork with her.

The announcement was

. L)
(\\;'~ A

UL '\‘ -‘le
9 OBAIN,

% ‘25 A »

IMF MD Kristalina Georgieva

\

REUTERS

made just before IMF and
World Bank spring meetings
in Washington next week,
which are expected to draw

thousands of delegates,
observers and journalists
from the fund’s 190
member countries. Now that
it’s known Georgieva will stay
on as the IMF’s managing
director,visitors can focus on
economic issues rather than
the IMF’s internal workings.

A Bulgarian economist
whose current term started in
2019 and runs through the
end of September, Georgieva
received the backing of
European Union finance
ministers last month,includ-
ing France and Germany.

The leader of the Washing-
ton-based fund has always
been a European chosen by
European nations, a post-
World War II understanding

with the US, which in turn
chooses the president of the
World Bank.

Georgieva was the World
Bank’s chief executive officer
before becoming the chief of
the IMF.

Georgieva, 70, led the
fund’s efforts to aid indebted
countries through the pan-
demic and has more recently
warned about the global eco-
nomic impact of trade frag-
mentation caused by worsen-
ing US-China relations. She’s
also advocated re-balancing
the representation of coun-
tries at the IMF, where mem-
berslike China and India have
voting shares much smaller
than theirshare of global eco-
nomic output.
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Fertility levels drop below one in many Asian nations

[ DATA PoINT

Jasmin Nihalani
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And then it was less than one

The dats were sourced from national statistical organisations, World Population Prospects, and World Banik
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And then it was less than one

The data were sourced from national statistical organisations, World Population Prospects, and World Bank

Fertility crisis: A pedestrian crossing a street with a child in Tokyo. AP

Chart 1: The chart shows the total fertility rate in six countries over

50 years from 1950
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Chart 4: The chart lists the financial support and
other programmes to incentivise childbirths
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Chart 1: The chart shows the total fertility rate in six countries over
50 years from 1950
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Chart 2: The chart compares the TFR of the six countries mentioned above
and India with Ukraine, Finland, Italy and Spain (countries which also have
among the lowest TFRs)
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Chart 4: The chart lists the financial support and
other programmes to incentivise childbirths
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It shifts the focus to a crucial but lesser-discussed aspect, declining fertility
rates, which according to the Lancet Report is projected to go down to 1.29 by
2051.

The government's projected Total Fertility Rate (TFR) for the period 2021-2025
(1.94) and 2031-2035 (1.73) is higher than estimates from The Lancet study
and NFHS 5 data.

This suggests that India's population may stabilise below 1.7 billion earlier than |- ",_"{-,l-g-_'}

2065.




Demographic Dividend: India vs. Others
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Examples A few remote groups Egypt, Kenya, India Brazil USA, Japan France, UK Germany
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Death rate High Falls rapidly Falls more slowly Low Low
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ggggggg '."?' 223;53‘?"(?&:?:&;00' Improvements in medical care, water supply Good health care.
daath Fate 50 many children die. and sanitation. Fewer children die. Reliable food supply.




What are the Challenges of Demographic Transition in India?

Dependency Ratio Shift:

Uneven Transition Across States:

Labour Productivity and Economic Growth
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* In the context of any country, which one of the following would be
considered as part of its social capital? (2019)

* (a) The proportion of literates in the population
(b) The stock of its buildings, other infrastructure and machines
(c) The size of population in the working age group
(d) The level of mutual trust and harmony in the society



* 2. India is regarded as a country with “Demographic Dividend”. This is
due to (2011)

* (a) Its high population in the age group below 15 years
(b) Its high population in the age group of 15-64 year
(c) Its high population in the age group above 65 years
(d) Its high total population
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MAMIPUR UNREST

Death of two Kuki-Zo
people sparks protests

Fois Discounse
Deep-rooted
fault lines
revealed in

western U.P.

CUNMEN UNIDENTIFIED

Shots fired outside

Salman Khan's house
NEWS » PAGE &

OPINION » PAGE S

SUPER KINGS® DAY OUT
Dhoni and Pathirana
sizzle in CSK's win
SPORT » PAGE 16

Mayawati
Statehood for
western UP.
LuckNOw

Bahujan Samaj Party president
Maymaati on Sunday ssd her

Need a ‘strong govt’: Modi at BJP manifesto launch

PM says a stable gover ding I
majority is imperative in times of global unrest

NEW DELHI
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Silone; it confiicr
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w©
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Police to step up

security for AP.
Chief Minister

ViAYAWADA
Andhea Pradesh
Director-General of Police K.
Rajendranath Reddy has asked
the potice department to step
wp security for Chief Menister
¥S. Jagan Mohan Reddy after
the latier was injured in
stooe throming incident during
= poll campaign in Vijayawada
on Saturdsy. » PAGE 3

Ex-Punjab CM,
Kanhaiya in
Congress list

NEW DELI
Former Punjab Chief Minister

Unirersity students’ union chief
Kanhaiya Kumar are among
the 10 Lok Sabha candidates
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- In Punjab, M.
e e e e
Salancinar SC sest. » PAGE 4
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Bharatiya Jan: Party
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’s time”
The BJP manifesto also
contained a letter from Mr.
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MCORTHY

Modi addressed w0 the
country, which expanded
on this being “India’s time”
for exponential growth,
and on the internationai
scene.

Durl an  address
from the ramparts of the

Says the ‘Sankalp Patra’ promises a govt. that will
fortify the nation’s economy and propel it forward

Red Fort. 1 had said. ‘Yahi
may hai, Sahi Samay hai
{This is the time, this is the

fact, today India is seen as

Prime Minister Narendra Modi releases the BJP's manifesto in New Dethi on Sunday. R
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Better future,” he
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with the

friend to the world). but
that it was a govern-
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Festive dip

Bathed in devotion: Pecpic perform rituals on the banks of the Ganga on the occasion of Chaiti Chhath festaal, in Patna, Bihar on Sundsy. P71

Modis guarantee is

empty jugglery of
words, says Kharge
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Iran warns Israel retaliation
will trigger ‘larger response’

Beuters
JERUSALEM/DUBAL/
WASHINGTON
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= J the sample sizes (l\) re ul'red are racher
owards a new audit methodology sampl = arer
The hypergeametric dizsribution madel should form the basis of the zameling plan for the e e
AT Dased madie of EVis Bacause It 15 2 axact oSy -y ity A
TABLE 3 ] Esectronic deﬁnedmﬂmsdwmmabmle asa
Vot ing ole or India

oo at o
ottt ..n....
= - involved in hand counting the VVPAT slips
for all the remaining (N-n) EVMs of the
ation, in the event of a mismatch, is
ble

aw de
except the smaller States. The EC1 glosses

Probability that the £C1 prewcribed sample grer this cructal point when it claims thae

based
Voting Machines (E¥M=) to an
exercize in tokenism and for its
lack of transparency in the
matter.

The WWPAT-based sudit of EVias
ctiemn of

Assentily

Pactinmentary

construency ARt B00

What next?
e cas viee sieplateini efferis A s3mple

for VVPAT-based audit of EVMs, under the
mistaken impression that a “bigger TABLE 3 sizes to dl’vlde he bigger States into
sreater g {an integral number of districts)
of results. Some are now demanding a Poputation | sampie size | JrereEs no. ofEVMs per | rob oy e e, with EVM population sizes of about 5,000
100% manual count of all VVPAT voter ) ) forthe | 0 VPAT stips are to | —five Evis e Aezemity each. reat “EVMs deployed in
stips. Delrabacee - be h. for thes ot to region” as the ‘population’. On average.
) PEpchatiany sample Sire Setect .d!l«(m v there would be about 20
Using statis: sampling A State 35 2 whote Comstieuencies n a region. The sample
The S P AT Dased aaait of s &= 2 s ~ 73 T size is 438 and the average
simple problem of statistical quality = of EVMSs per
<control. It is very similar to the “lot ] SE3 ¥ = whose VVPAT slips are to be
~ that is Az=am ass < oz hand counted is 22. For exam
widely used in industry and trade. If the Fogeeshan asT B3 = with 1.50,000 EVMs can be dl\'lded into
number of defectives found in a randomly e ad 2 o 30 regions with roughly 5,000 EVMs
drawn statistical sample is less than or 2 cach. In the event of a defective EVM
equalto a e 438 2 o turning up, the hand counting of VVPAT
the lot (or ‘population’) is accepted: India as o whobe asa 3 o slips of the remaining EVMs will cos
otherw Lot s rejectes 1o the region_ ly
Here a "defective EVM®© ls defined as and administratively viable.
one with a mismat tween the E sample, and it has glossed over reported detect a defective EVM for different ‘Over the years, the Supreme Court has
count and the VVPAT's manual count of cases of ch_ A system of population sizes. The great merit of the been indulgent towards the ECI due to its
voter slips due to EVM mall VVPAT- an it of EVMSs in which metric distribution model Is that lenipotentiary role in the con f
EVM manipul. . Uniike industry and three vital n left the sample size is the greatest when P is elections Article 324 of the
where a few defectives in the wvague or unaddressed is categorically wvery close to zero is what the EC1 n of India_ But the Supreme
sample may be tolerated, in the context of unacceptable. claims it is), and it becomes lesser as P Court cannot continue to turn a blind eye
the will increases. to the ECI making a mockery of the
have to be “zero defective EVM'. In other Why ECI's sample size is erroneous As seen from Table 1, when the VVPAT-based audit of EVMSs thereby
words, even if there is a single instance of The hypergeometric distribution model population sixe N) of EVMS is 100, the defeating the very purpose of introducing
mismatch between the EVM count and should form the basis of the sampling sample size (n) required is 99, that is it is the VVPAT. It must compel the EC1 to
a Lnu nt in the plan for ﬂwe VVPAT-based auau of EVMs nearly as big as the population size. As N make public how it has defined the
rawn ple of EVMs, the ‘popularion” an exact fit. .n at a much population, how it has arrived at its
of EVMs from which the sample was. Tt e, S ommie the b pen:emage of | slower rate and ‘hits a plateau beyond Sarnple stze, and most Imporeantly, its
drawn should be ‘rejecred”. In this case, EVMSs in the o be some point so that further increases in decision rule in the event of a mismatch.
* mea of the 1%, and calculate sample sizes, fof populanon size have no effect on the Only then, the Supreme Court’s order of
EVAM counes for that ‘population: and lation sizes, for ity of sample size. 2013 on VVPAT would be implemented
Aoing manual counting of VVBAT slips far EVAL We A een from Table 2, if we define the faithfully in letter and spiric.
all the remaining EVMs of that also compute the probability chat the EVMs deployed in an Assembly The writer is a former IAS officer and
5 - In such a the -prescribed sample size of “five EVMs constituency or Parliamentary Jormer Vice Charicellor of the Indian
election result should be declared only on | per Assembly constituency™ will fail to ", then in Maritime University, Chennai

the bass of the VVPAT count.
Thus, VVPAT-based audit of EVMs

ree

clear definition of the "popul

Evais from which the soanmtiest mple
Would be drawn. 1t could be all the FaMs

other. The population size (N} could vary
widely depending on how we define the.
() = fa

sorrect and administratively
s

application of the “decision rule’. .in
ST evens of a mismarch between the EVM

3 s = e =
Election fever: Poll officialz work on EVIMs 31 a distribution center in Commbatons on Apeil 11 A5

Poputation se | Samete size in) is 2 simpie pe
N} {number of | for o size of ~frve EVMS per Assembly constituen- the IS1, Kolkata had chramay control.
) <y” Wi fail to detect » defective EVI Samplc size of only 475 EVMs for India as -
- = a whole which works out to one EVM per
0 e SO0 i We can use the ‘platesu effect”

wihose VWPAT slips are to be
hand counted is 22



The renewable energy
capacity added by
India in FY24

gigawatt (GW). India added a
ls record renewable energy (RE)

capacity in 2023-24, over 21%
higher than the 15.27 GW a year earlier.
But, experts say that 50 GW of RE capacity
must be added annually to reach the 2030

target of 500 GW renewable energy. e




Renewabhle Energy

India is the world's third largest producer of
renewable energy.

'168.96 GW 0%

Share in total
installed
capacity

1,000+ GW

Renewable energy
potential
in India

Targets

lL—) Achieve net zero carbon emissions by 2070 (.

L—) Produce 3 Million Tonnes of green hydrogen by 2030 \ / \

l—) 91 Solar Parks aggregate capacity of 39.28 GW /ﬂ
L wind Energy offshore target of 30 GW by 2030 "

Installed capacity of renewable N ‘ ?
sources of energy in India | :

Solar Small Hyiro 10.77GW 46.516W
12026W | 2386w e




India Renewable Energy Mix (January 2024)

Biomass (Bagasse)
Cogeneration, 6.98%

Small Hydro Power,
3.70%

Biomass {(non-bagasse)
Cogeneration, 0.61%

Waste to Energy (off-grid),
0.25%

Waste to Power ,0.18%

Source: MNRE SolarQuarter Research




The rising inflation
rate in Pakistan
according to the ADB

in percentage. With a high
2 inflation rate and its economy

growing at the fourth lowest
pace of 1.9% in the region, Pakistan has
the highest cost of living in all of Asia,
according to a new Asian Development

Bank (ADB) report. em
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EN ELITE CLUS
Rohit becomes first Indian batter
to smash 500 sixes in T20s

- 7”,:3‘?

i shee

[

-~
Rohit Sharma e the first Indian to hammer 500 sixes in T20
cricket. The Hitman achieved this milestone during Mumbei indians’
IPL game ageinst Chennas Super Kings in Mumbai oo Sunday. Rohit's
=ix tally i mow 502 Cheis Gayle (1,056) tops the chart followed By
Mieron Poliard [860), Andre Russel (678] and Colin Munro (548].

MAKING

N EMPACT

Haven't plaved a lot of T20 in last

CO1

le of vears. took time: Starc

pacer Mitchell Starc said he

Aesstra
used to T20 matches. *1 haven't

time 1o get

played 2 lot of 720 cricket in the lass

Coupte of years, so # has probably taken me  littla bit longer than |
wouid have Fied to get back into the rhythm of things and make a
Detter impact= soid Starc after KiKRs win cues LSG on Sumday.

Skipper Dhawan will be out of
action for at least 10 davs: Bangar

MATCH-WINNER

Mo Bobat says he is not worried

SARCEER SAXENA

-~
Punjsb Kings batting coach Sanjay Bangar on Saturday said that

capeain Shixhar Dhawan

2 =houlder injury and

likely to be out of action for at least seven to 10 days. Bangar also

commended his team for shon

wing “character. fighting spirit, and
Sumption” in the closely-fought last two games 2t Mullanpur.

about Kohl

Py
- Véb

4~(-:‘ TAR

S

s strike rate

LTy

-~
RCS Director of Cricket Mo Bobat stated that he is not worried

t spending too much time

worrying sbout e batting- Botat said.

Ageless Dhoni and sensational
Pathlrana prove the djﬂ'erence

the Sri Lankan’s

four for 28 breaks the badk of MI's stxnted <hase led by Rohit’s fine ton: Super Kings prevail in the famed rivalry by 20 runs_

But the last four balls of
the first innings will not on-
Iy be remembered for ever
in the IPL history, also
ended up being the diffe-

registered
first away win in IPL 2024,

Fourth loss
Mumbal Indians, mean-
Pl S bl G2 e
1o away-leg, having
Suffered its fousth loss In
games.

only three runs.
With 72 eune: tequired
Off the last four overs,

— came back u returned

o get rldo{'l'ﬂaktnt_he home with a wide smile on

next. Shardul Thakur cos their face.

Ceded Two e i the fhi- The house was trear
T wl Tushar  ed to the fullest by Dhoni

forced capeain
Haran: Pandya — who was
a couple of times on

who ended the CSK essay
with a four-ball cameo.
Dube and Gal s ex-

Mailing itz Choni and Pathirana showed that ag= has no relevance to Performance. SHMANUAL FOGIN

overshadowed by
those 20 runs that Dhoni
smashed in the four balls

over long-off. 1 o
square-leg. respectively —
helped Super Kings cross

he 200-run mark. It even-

the night — to hole out in
the deep and gave away

ploits — with the duo ad-
ding 90 runs off 46 balls —

tually proved critical with
Super Kings winning by 20
runs

sconssoARD
~

CrHENNAS anGs
Ainkya Rahane c Hardik b
Costzee s

3.
MUMBAI INDIANS

3). 3-130 (Tl

). 5138
Dawid, 163), 5157 [Shepherd,

273}

KNGS BOWLING
Deshpande 4.0-25-1. Mustafiour

4-0-55-1, Shardul 4-0-35-0, Jadeia

4.0.37.0, Pathirana Gmpact

Player in place of Rahane)

4-0-284.

Toss: Mi; PoM: Pahrana

CSK wwan by ns

The week ahead

After Starc’s burst, Phil rubs
Salt into Super Giants’ wounds

¥.B. Sarang
KOLKATA

Aussie pace ace Mitchell
Starc finally lived up to his

Knight Riders’ day out: Sait took the game sway from Super Giants after Starc delivered. An

accounted for Marcus Stoi-
nis while Narine removed
A an.

owver. Mohsin Khan
the hosts back by dlsmISv
sing Narine and Angkrish

finish on a high.
wrademark strokeplzy he

Super Ciants in he D1 o
the Eden Cardens here on

ease its fans on Bengall
New Year.

from the toss. the
hosts were in control. Vaib-

bounce well 1o test the LSG

Captain K.L_ Rahul (39)
dsome

Andre Rus-

spinners Sunil Na-

Ao 15 wes s smn Bereatur: 1S
Pl some han

Apcilic KR v AR woliats Bt 1o Doild okttt

Apes 3T ST oC He hammered

Apciiis Fews = sell for a six over point be-

S GBSOt fore pulling Rim sratght o

Ap<it 20 OC v=san K_KR

Apeit 21 wwn s mem rine and varun Chakravar-

Apeii21 FEKS Vs GT FMullanpur thy kept ic nshl

plcked
up a wicket apiece. Varun

sixes on
the leg-side, lndud-ng wo

LUCKNOW SUPER GIANTS
Quinton de Kook ¢ Narie b Arora
20 (88, Zoay, %L Rabud ©

Ramandeep b Russell 39 (276,

NOLYATA KNIGHT RIDERS

But Salt's smart and
<lean hits on both sides of
the wicket kept the score-

Salt (89 n.o.. 47b, 14x4,
d

x6). who was dr. on
31 off Shamar o
Khan fafled to take the

rch also conceded a
six, reached his second fif-
ty. The Englis! -

no. 38b. 6x4) at a rapid
KXR crossed the
fine comforcably.

Suseil Marine < Sooa

Headaches aplenty for Royal Challengers as they host Sunrisers Hyderabad

Mow or mever: RCB will ook to Maxwell and Jacks to fire on all cylinders. K WURAL KUMAR
e
*

Ashwin Achal
BENGALURG

Royal C

keep the side in the hunt,
du  Plessis said after a
crushing loss against Mum-
bai tnd.

ru captain Faf du Plessis
has nowhe:

have failed to get going.
When RCE takes on Sun-
risers Hyderabad at the M.

Chinnaswamy  Stadium
here on Monday, only an

eprion: er-
formance can save the

me team from a
straight 5

RCE's ncern
is the bowling unit. whi
in the opini Ples-

Not that simple
If only it was that simple.
The RCB batters share
rmuch Dlame a5 the bow.
lers, as Virat Xohli & Co.
have failed to get the team
to the 200-run mark so far
this season.
Kohli has been scoring
runs by the heap, but this
has not helped the team
cause.

Dinesh Karthik has pro-

to the batters to
a massive total and

.&&yearold up the o
RCB will ind ic lurd w©

Points table

anmngthe top six-hitters in
the ©

= =
Fajasthan Royals s s :
Kolkato Koieht Riders 5 ) x
Chennal Seoer wangs s - E)
Suncizors tydaatad s E) E)
Lucknow Super Gants |6 3 3
Gujsrot Tt s ) E]
Punih Kings e £l E)
& E £}
© 2 a
= x =
SRH's aggressive intenc. Reddy,
SRH will be encouraged  ball 64 against Punjab

by the confidence shown
by Nizish Kumar



IN ELITE CLUB

Rohit becomes first Indian batter
to smash 500 sixes in T20s

EMMANUAL YOGINI

ke

Rohit Sharma became the first Indian to hammer 500 sixes in T20
cricket. The Hitman achieved this milestone during Mumbai Indians’
IPL game against Chennai Super Kings in Mumbai on Sunday. Rohit’s
six tally is now 502. Chris Gayle (1,056) tops the chart followed by
Kieron Pollard (860), Andre Russell (678) and Colin Munro (548).
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BusiNness as U
By UNNY

“If Chinese threat

o disappear,
then US and India
wouldn't be nearly as
friendly”

SiNCE 1832

PRIME MINISTER RELEASES BJP POLL MANIFESTO

Amid global unrest, India needs stable
govt with unequivocal majority: Modi

10 yrs on, manifesto signals
continuity: Expanding
welfare and infra upgrade
No NRC mention, UCC goal reiterated

PM flags change in
‘mindset’, talks of
next-gen reforms

LIZMATHEW
NEW DELHI APR®L 14

RELEASING THE BJP manifesto
abead of the seven-phase Lok
Sabha elections that kick off on

April 19, Prime
Naserdsa Sunday stressed
on the need for a stable and
s nent with a coen-

forward in these times of global
conflicts and uncertainty.

RELATED REPORTS v =

over the world. There are con-

FOLMICAL SCENTIST
PAGE 14

“Foday -
certainty and tension looming

POLLS BONDS IN 14 TRANCHES

TMC got 23 cr from 3
firms linked to ex-MDP
and Saradha accused

Jalswal. gave T4.30 crore in

JAY
NEW DELHI KOLKATA APRIL 14

oo
2023 (see

22, Netincon

hes
and July 2023. The lacesz avaii-
ble FECOrGS show that the coen-
nade a net profic of T20.19
fkhinzo021-22.
There are no records of sy of

WMyt yesr.
S Betweeen ity 2071 acd iy

10 parties other than TMC since
1.

2 to RoC records.

Tre
of its directors, Prashan

n as Ripley's
director in 2010 and

flicts n such an
hour of crisis, the safety of

Indians lving abeosd is our pri-
ceity. In times of global unrest
the necessity for a stror
Bovernment with an ur

LIZ MATHEW
& MANOJ
NEW DELHIL APRL 14

¥7.00 (T8 BHAR & RAIPUR. 712

BIP's “Sankalp Patra™

E.V.POLICY PUSH

wWwwW

When Musk lands
in India, the red
carpet for Tesla —
and a few red flags

Tesla under pressure in China, faces
tech disruption: India hopes entry
will boost domestic industry

ANILSASI
NEW DELHI, APRIL 14

WHEN TESLA chief Elon Musk is

ally contentious docu-
PITCHING FOR a third g= ment. t the
term. with two of its three |§ E Shift in “wr = from
coee al - B “desperation” Lo confi-
abcogason of Artscle 370 15 dence. the manifesto
that jalstanssto —————  flagsthacaf ars
Kashenir

cal majority in India becomes
con 2

99% OF MISSILES, DRONES
shot down, says Israel

Iran attack: Israel debates response,
US says won’t take part in retaliation

Tehran warns
againstreprisal,
Tel Aviv signals
response may not
mminent

JAMES MACKENZIE,
PARISA HAFEZI

& JEFF

JERUSAL EM,. DUBAL
WASHINGTON. APRL 14

PRESIDENT JOE Biden wamed
Minister

on Lsraek territory overnight.

——

e

An Israeli

na
Ram Temple — com-

WORLDURGES RESTRAINT,
G7 meets, condemns Iran attack

--

his 49 per cent share to his
mother, Sampa Bose. kn 2014

The threat of open warfare
between

Development a poll issue
in Bastar where Naxal
shadow looms large

JAYPRAKASH S NAIDU
AGDALPUR. APRL 14

CIBIATTISCARITS BASTAR s se¢
£0 be the state's sole seax

Polis in the first phase on ADF 19

owing to Macist violence — -

ready this year, lefl-wing extrem-

ism (LWE) h.
Clasesed 7a lives 18 —
April_ Of the 74
Killed. 50 were
20isTs, which is
oeSSion
more than twice =G0

Naxal stronghold. While devel-
opment in the region. which

Months after Slapping trauma, U boy dreams

PAGE1
ANCHOR

NOL partsc-
ipate in retaliatory Action in a
phane call overaighe Tha re-

 Reuters

action from
awofdm‘esmannmlesms\maay Reuters

FULL COVERAGE
BIDEN SEEKS TO
HEAD OFF WIDER
WAR IN WEST ASIA
CAUTION IN DELHI ON
TSSNDING WORKERS

PAGES12. S

Contrast with Oct 7: Why Delhi’s stand
marks 4 key shifts in Mideast diplomacy

litical leved immediaely after the
October 7 terror attack by
Hamas.

That contrast highlight's four
broad transitions in India’s en-
gagement with the

First. the call for regional re-
straing undedines the difference
betwee:

e
BV J‘A’II‘E House offic
BASTAR SEAT CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
= Coog W SU° W Others
L
33 son 1593
m
CRL‘AM
| 3983 lw7 NEW DELHL APRILIS
THE MIDDLE East is one of the
29»9 most successful regions for
Indian diph over the last
ey el
PE—— e
per-speciality government hos- g.on = comparing ionperastves.

pitals and access to welfare
Schemmes. is a key poll issue.can-
didates are also targeting each

Irdaa’s quick call for de-esca-

fation today i the aftermath of
fran’s retaliatory strike againss
1o Dethrs

The Congress has fielded
CONTINUED ONPAGE 7

This represents a majos
Shange froas frist o fover mcmms
Schood

eatiary village. aothae
teacher had aruenea the boy's

RAS ct stap besms
MIUZAFFARNAGAR APRIL onabynne, eaches, Tripta

THE EIGHT-YEAR-OLD has a
smile on his face as he talks
n Uttar
dserice.

lision and talked pejoratively
about “Mohamm
— estensibly because he ot s

ees lht up a5 he mention
his Hind! teacher, though he
doesnT know her name. ~She
speaks warmly to me. and she
Iiked the homegrown mulber-
ries 1 had given her™ the class 3
student says.

tables wrong.
e Inchaent took: place &
sz 2023, nad c.

Aug a
national uproar when a video of
The m

iEwent viral werntan
the way 1o the Supresre Court af-
ter Tushar Gandhi

— authoe. ac-
tivist, and great-grandson of

Spaper BN S s S . com

tality of 3 no:
rorism and a conflict between
Do major state actors locked in

Tt 7o ATy 3t the highest por

I play every Tuesday and
Saturday_ | want o be like
Ronaldo” he says.

Dressed in the new clothes
he got for Esd — a red checked

with both Tehran
ST A re hetge and i s

pever been a question of choos-
ing betwween they

With Jran sraking clear that
its recaliation agairt the lact
amack on s embassy in

Delhi calls for
‘de-escalation’ as
Jaishankar speaks
to both Foreign
Ministers
SHUBHAJIT ROY
NEW DELra APRIL 14
WITHEN HOURS of Iran's Mt tack on
Israel, nm expressed “sersous
I~ at the escalation of has-
s b the two.
for-immedaate de-escals

Hossen Amis
israel Foreign Minister Iscael
z S nal

inciia il hope that Tel A will
void ew melitary actions that
will trigger a dangerous and
er war in the regian. i India
was seen as taking “Issael’s side™
an October 7. &s positica today
be viewed

situation.

In his conversation with

Lranian FM. Jaishankar said be
isc fhe current situa

in the region™ and “stressed the

Inpetance of slding cacats-

raz restraing snd re-

And with the Israel FM.
con E

this
moath to announce his electric
vehicle (EV) investment e

wwill wish for a red carpet no
dombe — bt there will also be 2
few red flags in the wings.

nder pressure in China
where local players have out-
smarted him, facing tech disnup-
tions in the industry. and 2 gen-

a. a foe

Mk the Enda Stoey & 25 inpor-
tant as the EV stary & for India.
Dellt hopes theentry/of
the marguee EV flagbearer, just
£ was in China, will be 3 cat
munmmum ric Sour—

= Policy rethink: The mew
EV policy. which effectavely low-
ed import duties to 15 per cert

Aty curs are ssvsed at
CONTINUED ONPAGE 2

Shots fired at Salman
home, Bishnoi brother
claims responsibility

VIJAY KUMAR YADAV
ED THAVER
MUMBAL APRIL 12

TWO SUS! o0 2 mosorcycle
fired five rourds 3t sctor Salman
Khan's residence
Bandra area early Sunday. While
police were probing 28 possibes-
Ties, 3 Facebook.

by Anmel sshool the

uploaded
yourger
Yowrence Bishnot, chalned re

ily members were present at
hoerse wiven the firing ook
No one was injured in the firing.

One of
them (in red shirt) has been
sdentified as Vishal.

the police said. An alert was
sounded across Mumbai and

puty Comsmissiones of
Potice, Zone S Raj Thak Roushan.
INUED ONPAGE 2

Sarabjit killing accused
gunned down in Lahore

M ZULQERNAIN
LAHORE. NEW DELHI APRS 14

unigentified gunmen = Lahore
on S

—_—

Labore. in the afternoon. He was
rushed in critical conditson to

Tamba_ a clase ass af
Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) foundes

£ Nagar, 2
area of oid

2

again: “Want to be

shirt black jeans and black shoes
Ity cEsploays I

education of the child™.

new books and new school di-

UP gowvern-
mmens had sad mum entol the

boyina 5
pro-

However, last yeas's incident.
when his classm.ates were made

only play with the children from
iy nes

he says.
Botkonsing, the (ackdens  the
aised “Ser

st take responsibilicy for the

Vitie et veith eforme. and
even provide T200 per day for
transpor rses.

expe:

he boy's father says that
while nis S0 has got admissson
in the new school, many of
romiscs have noC yet bacn fub-
filled in a timely mannes.

agair:
complaint of Tamba's younger
CONTINUED ONPAGE 2

Ronaldo’

They are required to pay at the

compely. Lnlike now.
Bcdacarion Depsrment ol
respond

1a
tered uu-mmnew.unaudﬁ-

b=
Sahex: had 2 sajor Snpactonbis

caals) —
il I i



IRAN AND ISRAEL: A LONG HISTORY OF SHADOW WARS

1979: Iran’s pro-Israel
leader Mohammed Reza
Shah swept from power in
Islamic Revolution, new
regime considers Israel an
enemy.

1982: Israel invades
Lebanon, Iran's
Revolutionary Guards set
up Hezbollah.

1983: Hezbollah uses
suicide bombings to expel
Western, Israeli forces.
Israel later withdraws from
much of Lebanon.

2002: Israel urges tough
action against Tehran after
revelation that Iran has
secret uranium enrichment
programme.

2006: Israel fights
Hezbollah in a month-long
war in Lebanon, unable to
crush them.

2009: Iran Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei
callsIsrael ‘a dangerous and
fatal cancer’.

2018: Benjamin Netanyahu

hails US President Donald (Above) The Iron Dome system in action in central Israel;

Trump'swithdrawalfrom  (and)celebrations in Tehran after Iran’s airstrike. AP Reuters
Iran's nuclear deal.

2020: Israel welcomes US

4

RO of Gatieiil Biden and Israeli Prime 2024: Suspected Israeli air
assassmau;)r] OrLchetd Minister Yair Lapid sign a strike on Iranian embassy in
Qassem Soleimani. joint pledge to deny Iran Damascus kills two IRGC

2022: US President Joe nuclear arms. commanders.




Keeplng flngers crossed

ATATIME WHEN
Indian markets are at
all-time highs, bulls
could find themselves
caughtin the crossfire
due the escalationin
tensions between Iran
and Israel. Therisk ofa
broader conflictin the
West Asia may trigger
volatile swings in the
equity markets, as
rising crude oil prices
could spook
investors, reports

FE Bureau. There

are chances that
investors may seek

to book profits

and take some risk

off the table.

Dlsplaced Palestinians make their way as they attempt to return to
their homes in north Gaza on Sunday
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Karabakh war between
Azerbaijan & Armenia (2020)

Return After| After 1-

in% 1 week| month

Sensex 18.0 25.6
Nifty 3 3 65 24k

Dow Jones 2.4 1.9 AEERE

S&P500Index 2.5 34l 123

Brent crude
($ perbarrel) -2.4 -3.5 22.4

Gold ‘

($ perounce) 2.4 2.2} 1.2

REUTERS

Irag-US war (2003)
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Russia-Ukraine war (2022)
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Isarel-Hamas war (2023)
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IN NUMBERS
Contribution of spending from tourism to GDP in India, by visitor origin
© Foreign visitor spending gg Domestic spending (%)

12.8 11.6

2018 2019 2020 2021
Source: Statista

GLIDE PATH

® Indian travellers
took 1.7 billion leisure
trips in 2022; only 1%
travelled abroad

m Indian travellers are
expected to take 5 billion
leisure trips by 2030;

1% of these will be
international trips

m Indiais set to become the
fourth-largest travel
spender by 2030

m Spending by Indians on
travel and tourismis
expected to hit $410 billion
by 2030, up from $150
billionin 2019

m About 52% of the hotels in
tier-1land Ill cities are

branded hotels, up from
27%in 2015

Source: McKinsey and Booking.com
report (Oct 2023)



Right to Privacy for

Election Candidate




Recently, the Supreme Court of India in its recent judgement
has ruled that every candidate contesting in the elections
need not declare each and every movable asset it possesses.

The Court ruled that Candidates too have a Right to Privacy
from the voters and they cannot lay their life out thread-bare

for examination.




 What are the Key Facts About the Case?

* The SC was hearing a petition filed by an MLA from Arunachal
Pradesh challenging a 2023 Guwahati High Court judgement that
declared his election null and void for not declaring three vehicles as
his assets in his affidavit filed in the form appended to the Conduct of
Election Rules, 1961.

* The petition said that the electoral candidate committed a “corrupt
practice" under Section 123 of the Representation of People Act
(RPA), 1951 by not declaring the ownership of said vehicles.



e Supreme Court said that a candidate’s choice to retain his privacy on
matters that were of no concern to the voters or were irrelevant to
his candidature for public office did not amount to a “corrupt
practice” under Section 123 of the RRA, 1951.

e Also, such non-disclosure would not amount to a “defect of a
substantial nature” under Section 36(4) of the 1951 Act.

* The court said that voters have a right to the disclosure of information
which was essential for choosing the candidate for whom a vote
should be cast.



* What is RPA 1951 and the Corrupt Practices under the Act?

* About:

* The RPA of 1951 governs the conduct of elections and the qualifications and
disqualifications of elected representatives.

* Provisions:

* It regulates the conduct of elections.

* It specifies the qualifications and disqualifications for membership in the
parliament of legislative houses,



* [t provides provisions to curb corrupt practices and other offences.

* It lays down the procedure for settling doubts and disputes arising out of
elections.

 Section 36(4) in the Act of 1951 mentions that the returning officer shall not reject
any nomination paper on the grounds of any defect that is not of a substantial

character.



* Corrupt Practices under RPA, 1951:
* Corrupt Practices:

* Section 123 of the Act defines ‘corrupt practices’ to include bribery, undue
influence, false information, and promotion of “feelings of enmity or
hatred between different classes of the citizens of India on grounds of
religion, race, caste, community, or language” by a candidate for the
furtherance of his prospects in the election.



In Abhiram Singh versus C. D. Commachen Case (2017) SC ruled that
candidates are prohibited from appealing for votes not only based on their
own religion but also on that of the voters.

Undue Influence: The section defines undue influence as any direct or

indirect interference, including threats, that hinders the free exercise of
electoral rights.

Disqualification: Section 123(4) allows disqualification of an elected
representative for certain offences, corrupt practices, failure to declare
election expenses, or having interests in government contracts or works.
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* Recently, the United Nations (UN) has recently released the ‘Financing
for Sustainable Development Report 2024’ highlighting the urgent need
for increased investment in sustainable development to achieve the SDGs.

« About Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs):

* These are a set of 17 goals established by the UN as a shared blueprint
for peace and prosperity for people and the planet.

* These goals, adopted by all UN Member States in 2015, are an urgent call
for action by all countries — developed and developing — in a global
partnership.
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 The Journey of SDGs:

 More than 178 countries adopted Agenda 21, a comprehensive
plan of action to build a global partnership for sustainable
development at the Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil In
1992.

e [t continued through the Millennium Summit in 2000,
the World Summit on Sustainable Development in South
Africa in 2002, and the United Nations Conference on
Sustainable Development (Rio+20) in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, in
June 2012.



 The Financing Gap: The report estimated that the
development financing gap has grown to USD 4.2 trillion
annually, up from USD 2.5 trillion before the COVID-19
pandemic.

* It represents a more than 50% increase over the pre-pandemic
estimates.
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« Switzerland will host a high-level international conference with more than
100 countries invited to help chart a path towards peace in Ukraine after
more than two years of watr.

« Background and Purpose of conference

» Switzerland has taken the initiative at the request of Ukraine’s President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy.

* The objective of the conference is to provide a platform for a high-level
dialogue on ways to achieve a comprehensive, just and lasting peace for
Ukraine based on international law and the UN Charter.

» Switzerland had earlier hosted a Ukraine Recovery Conference (URC) at
Lugano in July 2022, and a National Security Advisors Meeting In
Davos in 2024.



* Swiss history of mediation

— Neutrality is a foundational principle of Switzerland’s foreign policy. It
looked after the interests of both the Kingdom of Bavaria and the Grand
Duchy of Baden during the Franco-Prussian War of 1870-71.

— It acted as the protecting power during the two World Wars.

— Switzerland represented India’s interests in Pakistan and Pakistan’s in
India between 1971 and 1976.

— It hosted talks between the government in Colombo and the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam in 2006.

— Over the last two decades, Switzerland has been the protecting power
between Saudi Arabia and Iran, the US and Iran, Russia and Georgia.



Angara rocket




Russia successfully test-launched its Angara-A5 space rocket from the
Vostochny Cosmodrome.

The Angara-A5S is a 42.7-metre, three-stage rocket weighing about 773

tonnes and capable of carrying 24.5 tonnes into space.

It is set to replace the Proton M as Russia’s heavy-lift rocket.

It is Russia’s first post-Soviet space rocket
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