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“The very things that
hold you down are

going to lift you up.”

TIMOTHY MOUSE
DUMBO

POPSUGAR.
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ADB progjects India’s GDP growth at 7% this year

Retail inflation to ease to 4.6%, food inflation to
cool to 5.7% if farm output stays normal, it says

NEW DELHI

ndia’s economy is ex-
W i e remin
bust over the nex: two
even though

years, hea-

202526,

eral Reserve, the ADE not-
ed thar a "higher for longer~
interest rate re;

have some Impact on Asia’s
inflation outlook, with a
skightly smaller dent in
srowth.

More impact on India
However, this impact
would “more pro-
nounced and persistent™
for India, given the higher
of its

Projected slowdown

Indias GOP

Downside risk exists from shocks such as a spike in
crude oil prices leading to higher global inflation

Need a simpler tariff policy to
boost manufacturing, says ADB

Vikas Dhoot
NEW DELHI

India needs to take efforts
o simplify ies tariff policy

competitivene:
redress its limited®

integration with global
value chains, the ADB
said, stressing that this
was imperative for is
manufacturing sector.

MORE REPORT
» PAGE 12

asd.

As per its Asia Develop-
ment k report re-
leased on Thursday, the
bank expects retail infla-
tion to ease to 4.6% this
year and 4.5% in 2025-26.
India’s ~persistent- food
inflacion _is expected to
drop to 5.73% as farm out-
to normal

Sa
candidate for the Wayanad.
has waded into 3 controversy
by declarng that, # elected. he
will change the name of
Sulthan Bathery town to
‘Ganapathi Vattam’ » PAGE 2

Noshortageof

pace to exchange rate fluc-
tuations, and its greater re-
liance on imported moods,
it said.

r. if the spi

ro
shipping costs mggued b,
the Serife In the

persists, it could add Pt
flation pressures across de-
veloping Asia

work under the Mahatma
Gandhni Rural |~.m-

sub-region with tmproving
prices

scheme sngnaumg e

e tndia, s Erowth is fore-
cast to remain strong as ris-

i KB asone
mies, he

the ADB reckoned.
ver, a rise in imports
to meet domestic demand
could widen the Current

kets,

South Asi:
to Erow 6.3% this year and
6.6% in 202s.

soon this year will also
help revive rural

tion, which was muted last
year due o ervatic rainfall

farm sector.
i greatir detnand for

search division.

ndia accounts for
80% of South Asia’s GDP. it
is still the fastest-growing

ing consumption comple- Higher incomes will
ments spur

normal growth.” said  and confidence levels in ur-
Abdul Abgad. of b s im-
ADB's re-  proved, so demand Is ex-

pected to rise from those

4 it
Iy to 1.7% of GDP this year
and next year, it said.
Muted exports

india’s growth, the report

. will be driven by pu-
blic and private sector in-

areas with falling

vestment demand and by
gradual

n
as the

and Eradual
e in Siates Tabous mar.

rural

While exports are likely to
be relatively muted this
year as growth in major ad-
vanced economies slows
they will improve in

“Foreign direct invest-
ment inflow will likely re-
main muted in the near
term due to tight 1 -
nancial conditions but will
pick up in 202526 with
higher industry and infras-
tructure stment,”
report et

that India's

Higher incomes will spur demand and
confidence levels among urban consumers

economic ocutlook de-

are crucial for consumer
and business confidence.
the ADB said its projec-

fation.- 1t nmed_

Among risks to
its forecast, the ADB said,

foreign direct fnvestment
inflow, partdcularly into
manufacturing, wi

~Best n-expected
global growth could boost
exports growth,”
it added.

‘Most Indians’ believe in

country’s

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAL

An overwhelming number,
79% of those surveyed in
the CSDS-Lokniti poll aver
that “India bemngs p e ant
religions equally.
Hin, . with on‘y ll‘h say
ine e 2

India
Iy to Hindus™_ “This betie i

Indian ,\.irR:mee

NEW DELME
There wil be no sh of
capital funds for the Indean A
Force due to consclidation of
the demand of three Services.

in
(85% in towns and 84% in
cities) and higher among
the educated (839%) as com-
pared to hcxs«e no
schooling (723

Yet, while onl) 8% of the
respondents said the Ram
Atandir was their most im-
porant concern, 22% of

plurality:

survey

eight per cent alo ex-

The survey also re-
vealed that 58% of the res-

pondents expressed
or great distrust in
Election “ommission
Nearly 45% suggested the
likelihood that EVMs could

some
the

them mensioned this as the
“most liked action™ of the
BjPled government. Forty-

be by the rul-
ing party.

RELATED REPORTS ON
*PAGESS& &

Curtain falls on Ramzan

tion: Devotees offer ‘namaz at the Jama Masjid in Mew Delhs on the occason of Eid-ub-Fatr,

which marks the end of the moeth of Ram

zan. on Thursday. THE HINDU

Controversial —+

U.S. football
star, actor
Simpson dies

Beuters
WASHINGTON

©.). simpson. the Ameri-
can football star and actor
who was acquitted in a sen-
sational 1995 trial of mur-
dering his former wife but
was found responsible for

Simpson was one of the
best athletes of the late
1960s and 1970s.

REPORT ON

» PAGE 14

Sound and stable Sino-Indian relations serve
the interests of both sides, region, says Beijing

NEW DELHLBEUING

Prime Minister Narendra
AModi's comments about

tensions at the Lin, Ac-
1 Control (LAC) are
~highly significant”. ac-
rding to Indian foreisn

affairs experts. China's Mi-

of Foressn Affairs
(MFA) reacted to his re-
marks on Thursday, calling
for India to work with Chi-

ne
week, published on Wed-
Peday. Mr. Modi had bro-

been gol on since April
2020. He had called for the
two sides to “urgently ad-

ton on our borders so that

o
*

LN

Mok has 5o far avoided

g to China

% S
2 pblic about the starte Gf tias cves the past four years. FILE FHOTO

the abnormality in our bi-
lateral interactions can be
put behind us”. “I hope
and believe that through
positive and constructive
bilateral engage

nguillity in our o~
ders.” the PM had added.
Chinese
MFA spokesperson Mao

Ning sald at a media brief-
Modi's com-

China-india relations serve
the common interests of
both sides and are condu-
cive to peace and develo)

Atao ad
the

The PM's comments
were ~highly significant”,
according to Pankaj Saran,
who was the Deputy Na-

tional Security
ween 2018 and 2021 Th‘s

Parliament about the state

«

a number of tougher state-

ments by External Affairs
ES

signal, to
and to the

he said. n-
dicating that the PM may
have been laying the
ground to address issues

=

Apple changes hacking alert
wording after India ‘pressure’

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELMI

le. Inc. is now calling
~state-backed _attackers’
“mercenary~ ckers in
email alerts to affected cus-
tomers. an <h:
this

has

China of its agree-

menss with India by amass-

ing troops at the LAC.
Defence Minister Raj-

nath Singh has slammed

China for renaming phces

site as well.

This change from the
iPhone maker comes
months after a report of

Jinping is due to
France mext momh in his
et exi “mo. Baope i

the same,

~

Media reports daim that = fresh
Batch of such serts has been
sent to users REUTERS

eoinl:lded with media re-

“pressure” from the Indian  ports Thursday claim-
to give a1 - ingt that a fresh batch of

ing that india would do | fies for such was sent
on lead-  tousersin India and 91 oth-
and actl- er countries. However,

Beljing for “deter

tes”. Home Minister Amic
d also said that be-

visls who have repeatedly
been alerted to unauthor-
ised intrusions into their
phones from spyware such
as Pegasus, which the Intel-
ligence Bureau acquired in
2017

change, which now
cakes direct heat off o mrey

has public-
1y reported receiving such
an alert.

Nowvember, Apple
and the Centre misieading-
1y claimed that users in 150
countries rec such

ent of the remion-. Mo,  Ministers® tough talk QWith inputs from .wuuu:.
ded, hawe‘ver. !hal AMr. Modi has thus far ks, who is in Beifing
directly the of the Ching
not “represent theenuret_v o China or making any  Public v Associa-
of China-India refations™. comments in public or in  tior)

lowing hacking anemp(s

alerts, when only
wsers in India reported re-

celving them that week.

Apple spokesperson

declined to comment on

record on the change in

language. Three people
ave edved

Seres prev T tndia

iously
told The Hindu that they
didn"t receive any in the

last s group Am-
nesty International has
ope: a security
helpline for _indsvidu:
who received the alert.

L. December, The
Washington Post reported

that “sensor

impact of the warnings".
referring to November's
aleres.

At least two individuals

es of the Pegasus spyware.




ADB projects India’s GDP growth at 7% this year

Retail inflation to ease to 4.6%, food inflation to
cool to 5.7% if farm output stays normal, it says

Downside risk exists from shocks such as a spike in
crude oil prices leading to higher global inflation

Higher incomes will spur demand and
confidence levels among urban consumers

Vikas Dhoot
NEW DELHI

ndia’s economy is ex-
l pected to remain ro-

bust over the next two
years, even though hea-
dline growth in the coun-
try’s Gross Domestic Pro-
duct (GDP) is forecast to
slow from 7.6% in 2023-24
to 7% this year, before im-
proving to 7.2% in 2025-26,
the Asian Development
Bank (ADB) said.

As per its Asia Develop-
ment Outlook report re-
leased on Thursday, the
bank expects retail infla-
tion to ease to 4.6% this
year and 4.5% in 2025-26.
India’s “persistent” food
inflation is expected to
drop to 5.7% as farm out-
put returns to normal
trends this year.

With the U.S. reporting a
resurgence in inflation in
March, dimming prospects
of much-anticipated inter-
est rate cuts from the Fed-

eral Reserve, the ADB not-
ed that a ‘higher for longer’
interest rate regime would
have some impact on Asia’s
inflation outlook, with a
slightly smaller dent in
growth.

More impact on India
However, this impact
would be “more pro-
nounced and persistent”
for India, given the higher
sensitivity of its inflation
pace to exchange rate fluc-
tuations, and its greater re-
liance on imported goods,
it said.

Moreover, if the spike in
shipping costs triggered by
the strife in the Red Sea
persists, it could add to in-
flation pressures across de-
veloping Asia.

A projected normal
monsoon this year will also
help revive rural consump-
tion, which was muted last
year due to erratic rainfall
affecting the farm sector,
with greater demand for

Projected slowdown

India’s GDP 10
growth is
forecast by
the Asian
Development
Bank to slow
to 7% this
year before
improving to
7.2%in
2025-26

GDP GROWTH (IN %)

-0 |
FY20 FY21

9.7

* GDP growth forecast

-5.8

| | |
FY24 FY25* FY26*

work under the Mahatma
Gandhi National Rural Em-
ployment Guarantee Act
scheme signalling the re-
sultant stress.

“In India, growth is fore-
cast to remain strong as ris-
ing consumption comple-
ments continued
investment growth,” said
Abdul Abiad, director of
ADB’s macroeconomics re-
search division.

As India accounts for
80% of South Asia’s GDP, it
is still the fastest-growing

sub-region with improving
domestic demand as prices
moderate in most econo-
mies, he noted.

South Asia is expected
to grow 6.3% this year and
6.6% in 2025.

Higher incomes will
spur consumer demand
and confidence levels in ur-
ban consumers has im-
proved, so demand is ex-
pected to rise from those
areas with falling inflation
and a gradual improve-
ment in cities’ labour mar-

Need a simpler tariff policy to
boost manufacturing, says ADB

Vikas Dhoot
NEW DELHI

India needs to take efforts
to simplify its tariff policy
to enhance its trade
competitiveness and
redress its ‘limited’

integration with global
value chains, the ADB
said, stressing that this
was imperative for its
manufacturing sector.

MORE REPORT
» PAGE 12

kets, the ADB reckoned.
However, a rise in imports
to meet domestic demand
could widen the Current
Account Deficit moderate-
ly to 1.7% of GDP this year
and next year, it said.

Muted exports

India’s growth, the report
said, will be driven by pu-
blic and private sector in-
vestment demand and by
gradual improvement in
consumer demand as the
rural economy improves.

While exports are likely to
be relatively muted this
year as growth in major ad-
vanced economies slows
down, they will improve in
2025-26.

“Foreign direct invest-
ment inflow will likely re-
main muted in the near
term due to tight global fi-
nancial conditions but will
pick up in 202526 with
higher industry and infras-
tructure investment,” the
report averred.

Stressing that India’s

economic outlook de-
pends on price and finan-
cial market stability that
are crucial for consumer
and business confidence,
the ADB said its projec-
tions face a downside risk
from global shocks such as
a spike in crude oil and
energy prices leading to
higher global inflation and
tighter financial condi-
tions.

“On the domestic side,
there is a risk of underper-
formance in agriculture
due to weather shocks that
can affect demand and in-
flation,” it noted.

Among upside risks to
its forecast, the ADB said,
was faster-than-expected
foreign direct investment
inflow, particularly into
manufacturing, which
would improve output as
well as productivity.

“Better-than-expected
global growth could boost
exports and thus growth,”
it added.
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Five largest borrowing countries!36157]

2018 2017 2016 2015
Country ¢

$million # % ¢ $million $ % ¢  $million$ % ¢ $millions+ % ¢
B China 17,015 16.6 16,284 16.9 15,615 24.8 14,646 | 25.2
e India 16,115 | 15.7 14,720  15.2 13,331 21.2 12,916 4 22.2
Pakistan 10,818 10.6 10,975 114 4570 7.3 4,319 7.4
B |ndonesia 10,356 @ 10.1 9,393 | 9.7 8,700 | 13.8 8,214 | 14.1
Il Bangladesh 9,169 8.9 8,685 9.0 - - - -
M Philippines - - - - 5,935 5,525 9.5

Others 38,998 36,519 14,831 12,486

Total 102,470 96,577 62,983 58,106




The 20 countries with the largest capital contribution and voting rights in

Rank ¢

~N OO g AW

the Asian Development Bank

Country

World

® Japan

EE= United States

Bl China

I 3

- India
Australia
B |hdonesia

J+J Canada

15.571
15.571

6.429
6.317
5.773
5.434
5.219

Subscribed capital _ | Voting power _
(% of total) - -

100.000

(% of total)

100.000

12.751

12.751

5.437

5.347

4.913

4.641

4.469



Mixed Signals

FY24 growth | FY25 growth

revised outlook down
upwards by to 6%, from 7%
3% points earlier

Higher inflation projected
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PM’s remarks on China ties feeble: Congress

ommenting on Modfs nterview o o LS Jhoased

ity to send a powerful

message to China o stop it from further asserting its claim on Indian territory; he cdaims the ‘ineffective’ response is also disrespectful to our manyrs

FEW DELHL

he Congress on
Thursday slammed
Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi for his ~inef-
fective and feshle” res-
ponse China  over
alleged bﬁrder incursions,
ded an apology

from him
Commenting  on_ the
Prime Minister's interview
to the LLS.-based magazine
- ner-

His
China's repeared infringe-
ments on Indian sovereign-

ey was thar the India-China
border situation needs to

re urgently 1o
resolve the “abn iy
the bilateral interac-

thons,” Mr. Ramesh said in

a post on X
The Congress leader
said that the Prime Minis-
ter had a chance to send a
powerful message to Chi-
na, but his “meffective and
feeble response” s likely to
ina further in

m! the supreme sscrif-
ice in defending our bor-
- ME. Ram

Priene Minister Narendra Modi addreases 5 public meeting in

Rtishilesh o Thusrsd oy,

Referring to Mr. Modi's
statement ar an all-party
mesting post the Galwan
clashes, the Congress lead-
er said Mr. Modi should
apologise to the public for

Keeping “the nation in the
dark about his failures in
protecting  the  borders
with China

“The Prime Minister
should apologse to the 140

erore Indians for decelving
them on national television
on june 19, 2020, with his

hai [Mone has El’mred k-
side our territory]
Ramesh said.

For the

Union Minister.
“Mow, the only man

who can give the Prime Mi-

shy sabd “facts™

BJP govt. undermined probe
agencies, Constitution: Yechury

CHERSAL
The pillars of the Indian

Qonstinution and indspen-
dens have been

and protect its secular de-

mocratic republic charac-

ducring a < a
ruption. But, the truth
was that the i -

Eoree
ment remained the most
corrupted  government
since Independence ™

government misused cen-

ing contracts,” he alleged.

eralism, and soclal justice
— have been “systematical-
Iy undermined-, o
with independent

abd.
“Rr. Modi is communal

Iy polarising and dividing

the electorate and arrempt-

wral o
corporates by raiding and
pressing them re

ney from them by award-

ng o Hindut-
wva. | am confidemnt that the
people of Tamil Nadu will
ensure, once again like in
the 2019 elec[lml that the
BIP will not get a single seat
in the State.” he added.

Exercising their right

Earty starts Policemven cast their woles for the Lok Sabha slection in Tamil Madu an Thursdsy. The
Election Commission has made special arangements for woting thiough pastal ballots for palice
officials whe are deployed on election duty, S AOTHI RAMAL KA.

Jorhat’s Statue of
Valour watches over
battle for Ahom pride

JoREAT

Pranab  Barparragohain
plans to start a restaurant
on his plot opgosite the en-
trance of an under-
construction park sporting
Meleng Hollongapar:s
newest landmark — the Sta-
Fropertorters
The 125-foot stame dep-

the bartl

“Ihe park and the sta-

tue are expected to awract

wvisitors and boost business
hood,

the face of our area, but it
should have besn inaugu-
rated after completion,”
said one of his s

The statue of Lachit Borphukan
was inaugurated by the Prime
Minister o March 5.

sam's tea capital because
of the surr:

anta-
dons, abnm:uu km east of

mannay Kshetra is from its
western

Dedicated to Swargadeo
for

Divided opinion
Opinina sy the Stxtue

3

who came from China's

Yunnan to establish the

Ahom dynasty that ruled
OO

stituency, and ar.
to hawve a

‘No shortage of capital funds due to
consolidated budget of 3 Services’

FEW DELH

There will be no shortage
of capital funds for the In-

X ror
202425 have already been
allotted to the Services.

the Air

varters  Integrate
Drefence Staff (I0S) and ap-
proved by the government.

This would be prepared af-
ter taking inputs from the
service headquarters. The

U and away: Prior to 2024, capital funds fram the Budget wens
allocated separately to the Army, the Mauy and the Alr Foree. P11

Chief of Defence Staf
would provide further in-
o o roent af-
ter consulting the Service
Chiefs,” the LAF sakd in a
written reply to questions
from The Hindu.
in the interim Budget

items of expenditure such

as land, aircraft and ae-
and

Flexibility in funds
The government has con-

defence budger o bring
Alexibdlity fimancial
apement b)- enablmg the
to appropriace
Fands arnong the services,
keeping in view the inter-
Services priority, the LAF
sabd.
‘The total al.ln(:al‘lml for
defence stands at
e or 205425 of which
the capital allocation,
swhich Is for mew procure-
mments, stands at T1L.72 lakh
Of the 62 lakh

consolidatlon of the capital
basdget would help better
address this issuse

In a first in 40 years, Indian film
to compete for Cannes award

. Trust of India
NEW DELHI

Indian filmmaker Payal Ka-
padia's All We Imagine As

prestigious  Competition

the Can
Festival, where it will wie
for the wp prize Palme
dror.

Lris Knobloch, president

la. The movie will be

Payal Kapadis

screened under the Un
Certain Regard section.
Ms. Kapadia's AN We

e
Kraowing

premiered at the

Aothimg, which
20m

Cannes Film Festival's -
rector's Fortnighr side-bar
where it won the Oeil d'or
(Golden Eye) awand.
All we Imagine As Lighe,
also written by Ms. Kapa-
‘marks har narrative

in the big city to be alone

Sen's Khari in 1983

Six children
dead as school
bus overturns

in Harvana

GURLG AN

six students, In the 1347
age group, were killed an
28 injured when a private
school bus ferrying them
m'\erturned and hit a tree
Haryanas Mahendra-
g:rh district, arcund 100
ks soushe L
The police said the inci-
dent ocowrred on Thurs-

vehicle.

He was arrested along
with  school principal
Dreepti and secretary Hosh-

ews  hroke
out, President Droupadi
Murmiu and Prime Minister

Narendra Modi expressed
shock over the mcident

PM Modi
reviews heat
preparedness

PEW DELHI
Prime Minister Marendra
i on Th re-
Thursday's meeting re-

viewed preparedmess in
terms of availabilicy of es-

sent cines, intrave-

nous fluids, ice . aoral
rehpdration  supplernents
and dri r.

stry and National Disas-
mer Managermnent

BJP plans to beat complacency and

NEWS ANALYSES

Nistula Helbhar
NEW DELF

10 an election where much,
£ the narrative revolves
around the inevitability of
the BIP being voted back to
power, the party is facing
W maugnga
cency among v
e Comvinced: of wicrory,
and the record-breaking
neat to hit the CoUNTry this
poll season.

The India Metereolog-

has

Lasting 10 to 20 days, dou-
ble thar of the usual

currence
In meetings with the

The BUE hias urged its workers to ensure that vote
cast untes and escape the aftermoan heat on election day. F4E PHoTO

BIPs booth workers over

o partver riffin batchak
(Mamo family tiffin meet-

rs turn up sy to

g of BIF workers in Vara-
nasi, M. Modi's constituen

¥ he wenk ino quise a feus
detafls on how te beat the

hear.

“along with your work,
please take care of your
health as well in this heat. 1
have heard that as early as

ter close by always. oty if
vou all are energetic and
healthy, will I be worry free
as 1o the outcome of the

the heat

ters manage to vote early”
e said.
While the hest ls one

factor, mpl.
vorrs.

workers is another factor

the leadership.

Ex-civil servants seek
EC view on “witch-hunt’

NEW DELIE
A group of former civil ser-
vants has the ~di

turbing pamern of harass-

cretary in the Pra- | ment and witch-hunt” of
desh BJP and booth prab- | Opposison 5 and pol-
handhan (organiser), said | itcians in the run-up o the
that warke and asked
tic sbowt a third term for | the Election Commission

the Modi government. ~We

category
an pnlllng day w il e 5
le-

vl - m s target for
every worker to ger to early
ong with at least

w al
four  Families  in their
ne urhood

{EC) 1o take “firm action”.

open  letter o
Chief Election Commis-
sioner Rajiv Kumar and
two Election Commission-

ers, the Constitutional
Conduct Group  said
members have served the

Central and State govern-
ments in wvarious capaci-
ties, and have no affiliation
with any political party bt

are swongly commined to
the ideals enshrined in the

n.
The letter, which
stgned by 87 former civil

servants, sald: “The arrest
of a sendor Opposition pol-

ing practised against the
Oppostion parties.




In a first in 40 years, Indian film
to compete for Cannes award

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

Indian filmmaker Payal Ka-
padia’s All We Imagine As
Light on Thursday scripted
history by becoming the
first Indian movie in over
40 years to feature in the
prestigious Competition
section of the Cannes Film
Festival, where it will vie
for the top prize Palme
d’Or.

Iris Knobloch, president
of the Cannes Festival, and
Thierry Fremaux, general
delegate, announced the
official selection line-up for
the 2024 edition of the gala
at a press conference
streamed live from
Cannes, France.

Besides Ms. Kapadia,
British-Indian filmmaker
Sandhya Suri's Santosh will
also be showcased at the
77th edition of the film ga-
la. The movie will be

Payal Kapadia

screened under the Un
Certain Regard section.

Ms. Kapadia's All We
Imagine As Light will be
presented under the main
segment alongside 19 other
titles.

An alumna of the Film &
Television Institute of India
(FTII), Ms. Kapadia is best
known for her acclaimed
documentary A Night of
Knowing Nothing, which
premiered at the 2021

Cannes Film Festival's Di-
rector's Fortnight side-bar
where it won the Oeil d'or
(Golden Eye) award.

All We Imagine As Light,
also written by Ms. Kapa-
dia, marks her narrative
feature debut.

The film is about Prab-
ha, a nurse, who receives
an unexpected gift from
her long-estranged hus-
band that throws her life
into disarray. Her younger
roommate, Anu, tries in
vain to find a private spot
in the big city to be alone
with her boyfriend.

One day the two nurses
goon aroad trip to a beach
town where the mystical
forest becomes a space for
their dreams to manifest,
according to the plotline.

The previous Indian film
to compete for the coveted
Palme d'Or award was le-
gendary filmmaker Mrinal
Sen's Kharij in 1983.




Cannes Film Festival

Location Cannes, France

Founded 20 September 1946; 77 years ago
(as International Film Festival)

Most 2023 Cannes Film Festival
recent

Awards Palme d'Or, Grand Prix
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« Competition
e Palme d'Or — Golden Palm
e Palme d'Or du court métrage — Best Short Film
e Grand Prix — Grand Prize of the Festival
e Prix du Jury — Jury Prize
e Prix de la mise en scéne — Best Director
¢ Prix d'interprétation masculine — Best Actor Palme
o Prix d'interprétation féminine — Best Actress Now at
e Prix du scénario — Best Screenplay
¢ Other Sections
e Prix Un Certain Regard — Young talent, innovative and audacious works
e Cinéfondation prizes — Student films
e Caméra d'Or — It rewards the best first film of the Festival, choosing among the debutants' works among the
Official Selection, the Directors' Fortnight and the International Critics' Week selections.
« Given by Independent Entities
¢ FIPRESCI Prize — The International Federation of Film Critics awards prizes to films from the main competition
section, Un Certain Regard and parallel sections
o Directors' Fortnight Prizes
e Prix Vulcain — Awarded to a technical artist by the CST
e International Critics' Week Prizes
e Prize of the Ecumenical Jury
e Francois Chalais Prize
o L'CEil d'or — Best documentary film
¢ Trophée Chopard
« Palm Dog — Best canine performance!*’]
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MNEWS EN NLVIEEER:
Number of vacant
posts in pollution
control bodie

af the 12,016

G.OTS

pasts in 28 State pollution cortrol Boards
and eight pollistion contral commitbees are
wacans

More than 505

sSunflower oil imports

THE2#&ss HINDU

Share of vacant train

India’s rank in the

workers from India to

touch record high
in March B

4.4

Ssarch, taking sduantane of
while the country’s tots] edible o imports
resched 1149 lakh torne in the menth. o

laikch tomne. india

lower prices,

driver posts: Railway
oard in RTI response

| &3

dirivers and assistant drivers in all raibeay
zones across the coundry, 18,7586 were feng.
vacane as of March 1 re

World Cyvbercrime

be brought to Israel

percentage. Cut of the
total 1.27 Lk
sanctaned posts of bath

| |

Index

sybererime with frauds imvolwing peaple
making advance fee payments being the
mose commen type. e

Accarding ta a study meblished
in the journal PLoS GHE,
Fussia topped the list of

by May

indliar
ravarkers will

Israel ta heln the country’s constrisce
sector o mest
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ISRO’s ‘zero orbital debris’ milestone

Homw d.uJ ISRO ensure actically wero debris lefi m{_.nrl.h orbit after the PSLAV-C S&W lru-\.»iun‘ w'lmt is thee pu
al 2 H

urg::ms.a‘tlon SRO) has said ixs
‘S8 XpPasat mission has
peacically 1oft sero debris in
earth orbit. The space agency explained

Experimental Module-3 (FOEM-3) —
‘before it was left to re-emter the earth's
armosphere instead of foating in orbic
once its mission was completed. 15RO said
‘that after it completed the primary
mission of Injecting all sarellites into their
‘target orbits, the fourth stage of the PSLV

formed POEM- I was
subseguently de-orbited from 650 km to
350 km, rendering it more susceptible to
being pulled towards the earth and
‘burning up in the armesphere. 15RO also
said | “passivated the stage,” Meaning
‘dumped its fuel, 1o avedd an explosion
that could have flung small pieces of
debris into orbit.

What is POEM?
Developed by the Vikram Sarabhal Space
nsive space
OEM uses the spent fourth

rm in-ocbit
sclentific experiments with varicus
payloads onboard_

POEM is powered by solar panels

(NCAT) system to stabilise its

ymhem s finar Sun ssnaors. 2

yroscopes, and talks
o TSRO NaviC: sareliie conpeliation
navigation. POEM also has a

telecommand system to communicate
‘with the ground stazgion.

become a pressing ssue. AFF

ISRO first demonstrated the reuse of
the spent fourth ‘of fts rocket in its
FSLY C-44 mission in 201 After satellites
were injected into the target orbits, t
fourth stage. carrying a stdent payload
Lamsary2, was moved 1o 2
higher circular orisit of 443 km and stayed
there, facilitating the payload's
requiremens

What has POEM-3 achieved?
1SRO launched the PSLV C-58 mission
from the Sasish Dhawan Space Censre in
Sriharikota on Jamary 1

After deploying the XPoSat sasellite in
Ets desired orbit of 650 km, the fourth
stage, nowr cal OEM-3, was lowered to

each from VESC and Bellatrix Aerospace

Pt Lod,
TakeMe2Space
Lx

ity Space Laha Pt
from

Inatifite of Techmelofy, And 1SRG
Physics Research Laboratory,
Ahmedata

1t completed 400 arbits around the

around the earth, space debris has

earth by 1t 25 day. The paylonds were
operationalised to perform thei
experimments ax this fme, ARKAZDO
RUDMRA, LEAP-TD completed their
thve experiments while the data

from. WeSAT, RSEM, and DEX were
l:nlle((edaﬁ:zreve'rymbh: for further
analysls on the ground. fusel cells
Trom VS demmmetrated ther abiity wo
menerate power. By January 27, 2024, all
Bf POENM-5's payload objectives were
completed

For two POEM-S prepared for
its re-entry while [SRO tracked it

Thiruvananthapur: une
(indonesia) and me Lt Traci
Radar (MOTH) at Sriharikota. On March
S, DA re amvtared the enrthi
atmesphere, mesting its fiery end

rises plece ockers,
el Bafunce satellites: and the Fragmenis
of objects that have deteriorased

ase and function of the PSLV
risls

explosively as a resulr of anti-satellite
missile tests. This debris often flies
around at high speeds of up to 27,000
krnhr. Duse to thelr sheer volurms and
they pose a risk to several

The LEO extends fram 100 lon abave
the earth's surface up to 2000 km abowe.
I

THE GIST

ISRO successfully conduceed
the PSLV-CS8/XPoSat mission,
depicying the XPaSar satellite
inta arbit and subsecuenty

and

{GEQ) 36, e et
surface. Currently, 7,000 operational

ariiies are arbising the earth af diferent
altitudes along millions

than 031 metres in GEO.

How are agencies dealing with
debris?
The latest Incident of space debris causing
was recorded on March & when a

discarded bamery paller dropped by the
Inzernational Space jom

through the roof of a howse in

As more commumnication
sarellites /constellations are launched and
memne andlepiie geats mre e
more onorbic breakup

Iicing cmaller fragments n
s

specified by the Inter-Agency Space
Debris Coo n Cemmatites HADC,
which the U.N. endorsed in 2007

the tast stage of
the PSLW imto the PSLY Orbitad
Experimental Ma dube-3
[POEM-3].

Deneloped By the Viram
Sarabhai Space Centre (WSSC),
FOEM utilises the spent fourth
stage of = PSLY recket as
rbitsd phatform for scientidic
Expesimerns

FOEM-3 completed 400 arbits
araund the earth,
operatonalising nine payloads
ta conduct varicus

experimerts befors re entering,
the earth's stmasphers,

With the i n:r\eﬂur\gmmh&-uf
sateiee d
Poas = shgeificact Tk 4 sames
[ipe—

Is transparency lacking in
candidate disclosure?

How has the Supreme Court addressed concerns about candidates
‘elections? What reforms have been proposed by

Treciia G0 as Adlead the Gontral Board oF
Eri et Toimesr b vertfy e cheche welth
respect to yearly income in the affidavit
Filees oy Buafeers Cnasacdr b e BIP
candidate from Thiruananth: am.

the law s e
Secrtlon 33 of the Representation of the
Peaple Act, 1951 (RP Acty read with rule
4 of election rules, requires every
con(esllngcam.hda[e to e thelr

Crarrs bl A has uonors B the ezt

know about the criminal antecedents,

income and asset details of the candidaze

and his/her dependans and educational
3 x

u
This resulted in Section 334 being added
&0 the BP Act thas requires desails of
crmmalan[ecedemsmbe part of the
election affida

Section TEaA GF the B Act furthes
provides that fallure to furn
Enformation; giving flse InFaraation o

be
P Tt e EOTETE Gt i
months or fine or both_

What are the Issues?

In a recent case, an independe:

candidate fram Artinachal Pradesh failed
o declare three vehicles as assets in his
election affidavit while contesting the
Assemnbly election In 2019, His election
was set aside by the Cauhari High Court
However, the Supreme Court reversed the

with serious criminal charges contesting
the Liaw Commission and EC o address these issues?

and held thar
infarmation thet i not metestal oo
substantial canmnot be treated as

Srtemnpt o wmduby e e v, In

e of

e e
appropria -
A0, T of candidates i fhe OIS Lok
Sabhia election faced charges of rape,
murdes or kidnapping.
The Law Commission in its 24ath

repr o Eleotiral Deausliatomns’

(2014) and E its memorandum on

“Elecroral reforms’ submitted fn 2016 had
pr d certain recommendations. First,
aconviction for filing a false affidavic

be
o =yt ey asie. Frnally, petanns
charged by a competent court with

[
acleast ﬁveye.ars shonild bre debarred

af

m.eca.se:s rn]e-dax Ieastﬁmon(tlsbefme
the election in question.
Th Sppwome Cousrt i Pubitle Iulcnent
Fowndation Vs Unton of india (201
Leiatos s well s political

locality and electronic media.

Whar can be the way forward?
Debarring cha

THE GIST

The Suprerne Court ruled that
candidates ane not

= loze mvery detail i their
lection afidaits unless the
infeemation is substantisd in,
nature

Instances of candidates faikng

campleteness of sffidos

Wihile debarring candadates

i el ims 1a lkory to e e nond
y various ruling parries. However, the

it oot o =i peap et to

increasing punishment for filing false

P —
The Supreme Court's order to
wikde publicity of criminal records should
Slec b strictly implamented. This would
enable a discerning voter 1o exercise a
WE]' ]nfsl:rnled chodce.

i @ farmer LS officer and
aur)ravaf]”ndlt)' .Mmpw
exprressed are personal

B in dischasing.
cximanal records ane crucial
steps. Ensuring uater
weareress snd informed
chaices through bester
disclosne mechanism
eszenzial for electoral




Share of vacant train
driver posts: Railway
Board in RTI response

in percentage. Out of the
14 7 total 1.27 lakh
® sanctioned posts of both
drivers and assistant drivers in all railway

zones across the country, 18,766 were lying
vacant as of March 1. e




India’s rank in the
World Cybercrime
Index

According to a study published
10 in the journal PLoS ONE,

Russia topped the list of
cybercrime with frauds involving people

making advance fee payments being the
most common type. pi




The different types of cyber attacks

Cyber crime worldwide cost $400 billion in 2015 and is forecast to reach $2 trillion in 2019*

o~
On the way 1 DNS. — ,'K'].*ZL{\\
Your toawebsite =z~  Domain  TE" (WwWw/
computer A N / \ \—~{ /
| | ame EAVS uﬁ’
System / ,,/
[ A\ S CT . |
)' — T Cross-Site 4\
Man-in-the- — Scripting \
Malware Middle Attacks \\ |
'. : \ Injects malicious code / :
"Malicious software" sucH as Hackers insert themselves into a website which SQL
ransomware, designed between your computer targets the visitor’s Injection
to damage or control ’ and the web server " browser . Attack
a computer system . .
Phishing " Corrupts data to make
DDoS a server divulge data,
Fake official emails (bank, Paypal) such as credit cards
link to fake websites, where victims Distributed Denial of Service: numbers, usernames
log in, giving up their passwords a network of computers overload

a server with data, shutting it down
Source: Techterms.com, Lioyds of London, Forbes®

© AP



Types of Cybercrime

Ransomware Worms O DoS (denial of service) Credential

Viruses Spyware DDoS (distributed theft
denial of service)

Phishing Swatting USB driver with virus |dentity theft

Baiting Attacker pretends
to be an employee



Critical Infrastructure in India: Recent Cyberattacks & Security Incidents

Aviation Banking
Ransomware attack Indian banks reported 248
// grounds SpiceJet flights, /, successful data breaches

passengers stranded for 4 between June 2018 &
hours March 2022

Aviation

Air India data servers
targeted by cyberattack
- affecting 4.5M customers

Power

Malware attack
causes 10-hour

blackout in
Mumbai, Thane

=

Disaster |

Telecom Oil/Energy

(( )) Oil India Limited suffers
ransomware attack which
knocks off company's IT

systems

Management ﬁ

Goa's flood monitoring
system hit by
ransomware °

Over 2M Airtel users’
personal data
compromised




Vulnerable digital space

Number of cases filed last year under sections dealing with cyber crime rose to 50,035 from 44,735 a
year before as more people moved to working from home, spending more time with digital tools

o CASES PER MILLION
9 B Least (0-8 cases) Less (9-13 cases)
Himachal | More (14-32cases) [ Most (36-162 cases)
'Ii;adesh Uttarakhand
' Arunachal
Punjab ————— | 2 /iaslam Pradesh
13 - = | DELHI - 20
Haryana — =L (Ra : _
22
| Nagaland
4
: Tripura| Manipur
Maharashtra 8 25
Mizoram
Telangana Odisha n
134 LY —— Meghalaya
attisgar
;%a ' Chh h a4
Karnataka Andhra Pradesh \7NeSt Benual
162 Jharkhand
Kerala Tamil Nadu 32ar arl

n 10

RATE OF CRIME

State Cases filled Change
in 2020 from 2019

Delhi | 168 46.1
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U.S. President Joe Baden and Japanese Prime Minister
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Japanese astronaut to
be first non-American
to set foot on Moon

WASHINGTON

Alu

he first

ucky i1
Non-ATherican to set foot on the Moon during one
ing mis miss:

. U.S. Presi-

ns have long dreamed of
Prime !\llnlsier Fumio Kishide's sme wisit,

Asian ally.

and as
s with its key

anese astronauts will join future
and one will bec

“Two Jap:
Amerluan missions, on

1 become the first

erican ever to land on the Moon.” Mr. Bi-
Gon said in a press conference with Mr. Kishida_
Mr. Kishida hailed the announcement as a “huge
achievement~ and announced that Japan would in

return supply a rover for the pr.
NASAS

Bumpy ride for EVs in Europe
their market share shrinks

Though the European Union will ban the sale of new petrol and diesel cars from 2035 sales of EVs in the region have
taken a hit in recent months: me » i

ence France-Presse
LILLESTROM

lectric cars are a key
| DR

green  transition
plans but the road ahead
remains littered with ob-
stacles with 10 years to go
before a estone..

Despite the fact that the
sale of new petrol and die-
sel cars will be banned in
the European Union as of
2035, sales of plug-in “zero
emission” vehicles have
stalled in the region in re-
cent months.

The market share for
electric cars shrunk
from 14.16% last year to
12% or less since the start

decision to abruptly halt

subsidies for electric car

es on Europe’s big-

gest market at the end of
Z023.

Sigrid de Vries. director
general of the

565 and 1972, ¢he USS. Apolio programme saw 12

Americans walk on the M
“America will no longer
alone,” NASA
is good for

on the A

AMoon
<hief Bill bon s.uld m a video. “Di-
v is

good. for r diplomacy,

y.

" he
first mission to take astronauts to the hunar
surrace. Artemis 3, is planned for 2026. China

AMoon by 2030.

Py~ al

lehassaldnseeks(npulhmuanson(he

Japans space agency JAXA is “extremely hap-
the announcement, a spokesman sai

refuse to pay more

€35,000 ($37,750) for a car,

a price level offering few
Vs

the corner, es-
pecially when you talk pro-
duction cycles” Ms. de

s-free is ess E

to the EU its

cc

Electric vehicles accounted or 903 of new car regstrations in Noeway in the first quarter. REUTERS

vries told an EV confe-
rence last week in Lilles-

100% in about just around
10 years.” she sasd.

At the end of 2023, the
EvVs the -tippi

o the

ments. Norway. 2 non-EU
member — and also a ma-
jor oil and gas producer —
is a leader pti
 Teata,  eheceric
vehicles accounted for
90% of new car registra-
tions in Norway in the first

quarter thanks to generous
tax incentives. The Coun
he 100%

try aims to reach o
mark by 2025
v

gen and Volvo have already
ended sales of their com-
bustion models in Norway.

See-sawing sales
Elsewhere, the industry’s
is largely

.
sions-free is therefore es-
sential if the EU wants to
meet its climate commit-

sl S

Britain has pushed back
by five years its ban on the
sale of new combustion
cars, now expected in

2035, and many see this
target as unrealistic to
reach in Europe.

one of the
first tradifional Carmakers
to roll out 2 plug-in with its
Leaf model, says sales that

glactric models fn the com-
ing months, but they are al
elying on their hybrld
Models to boost sales.
One of the main hurdles
cited by industry experts is
the difficulty to roll out the

Court allows
man to visit
museum’s
‘Ladies Lounge’

sons who do not sdentify as
ladies™.

EV
ture quickly and b 3

More than of the
EU’s charging stations are

Kirsha Kaechel
the “Ladies Lounge
k a’s Museum of Old
and New Art (MONA), in
part as a protest against

set up

the ACEA.

average,

TEosO.
head of “new mobility~ at
energy group Cepsa.

“If you think about Nos-

and men's
only social clubs, which ex-
isted for centuries virmally
unchecks

A male visitor launched
last

year after bel n-
iry to the marble-floored
lounge, which features

the mus
(szs) entry fee he should
be able o access all areas

of the museum. including
the Ladies Lounge. The
had

cation and o cted ser-
vices, said.

“There was a really
strong start to the wave of
electrification in the past

ars and now we are
starting to normalise the
process a bit,” he said_

“We see nonetheless a
clear upwards trend.”

ar
national policies, whi
could cerbated

and Renault plan to intro
duce new. less expensive

‘s vehicl
Ms_ de Vries said.

istory.
“I am deeply saddened
by the court’s ruling.” Ms.
Kaechele said in a state-
ment posted on Instagram.

Brothers in arms

Reveiukh,

who
St miventeraie st weberan Bt ar Tarschyn wth his electsic wheelcha: in the oo

Lot his left arm and most of hes left leg #n multiple mine biasts in 2023, pulls
avery Rehabilitation Certer, in Kyiv. REUTERS.

Polish govt. begins the long-awaited
debate on liberalising abortion laws

WARSAW

lising al laws in the
majority Catholic country.
splits ruling

coalition suggesting an un-
certain outcome.

Women's rights were
rolied back during the
slghtyear rule of the pre-
vious right-wing Polish go-

ith

the Union, al-
it only i pregnancy
results fr assault

or incest, or if it threatens
the life or health of the

gal!

tion, but (he other coali-
tion members are divided.
Bills that would grant
more reproductive rights
have been stuck in parlia-

n sbortion aws.

ment for months.

A six-hour debate is now
scheduled to start
Thursday afternoon on a

as some coalition lawmak-
ers are reluctant to back

the legislation in a vote
scheduled for Friday. And

would stll need to be

signed mto law b -

dent j Duda, which
rvative C:

M.
chief and the arch-foe of
the rightwing PIS party
previously In power, said
e hoped lawmakers re-

to clear the first hurdle.

A father comes of age as he accepts his transgender daughter’s struggles

SMITHVILLE

Before his transgender
daughter was suspended
after using the girls’ bath-

room at her Missour! high

self in an unlikely role:
aght

had never seen the LGETQ
close, and 1

ing ans
that have proliferated at
the State and local levels in
recent years. But Mr. Farr

ts” He sald
things then that he now
regree
ZNo parent has a favou-
rite.” Mr. Farr says, “but if 1
had a favourite, it would be

up
Would stll have my closed-
minded thoushi

are just being themselves,™
she says_

ing back, Mr. Farr
figures his daughter, the

ve, started

the Plae County School
District on Kansas City's
ou

Mr. Farr has found him-

of fiv
feeling out of place in her
own body when she was

my = But when
she was 12, she started to

mily. He knows now how
hard this was.

His wife. whom he de-
scribed as less sheltered,
was on boar.

Dusty Farr with

he turned w
tioning teachlngs thar he
once took at face value that

Him, not so much. “Given

They ads and
argued, their relationship
strained. desperation,

being an
abomination. Then it hit
him. “She is a girl ~

ry annoyi
rything was different. “Just
seeing someone | tboughx
would never support m

Jus being one &f my big:

g=st supporters” she re-
fled 2 she played with
hher dog ar
His da\.gh(er was diag-
nosed with gender dyspho-
or distress

ing persisted as the pan-
demic lingered. the

said students must use the

strice disputes that
happened _

The thing is, there is not
a Law — at least, not in Mis-

The gender-neutral
bathroom was far from her

said. Beyond a
Mr. Fars called 1ot Just the
school but the ACLU. By
now, Mr. Farr's daughter

spri
let her drop out.

completion

A




Japanese astronaut to
be first non-American
to set foot on Moon

Agence France-Presse
WASHINGTON

A lucky Japanese astronaut will become the first
non-American to set foot on the Moon during one
of NASA’s upcoming Artemis missions, U.S. Presi-
dent Joe Biden announced on Wednesday.

The offer to Japan — an opportunity many na-
tions have long dreamed of — came as part of
Prime Minister Fumio Kishida’s state visit, and as
Washington seeks to strengthen ties with its key
Asian ally.

“Two Japanese astronauts will join future
American missions, and one will become the first
non-American ever to land on the Moon,” Mr. Bi-
den said in a press conference with Mr. Kishida.
Mr. Kishida hailed the announcement as a “huge
achievement” and announced that Japan would in
return supply a rover for the programme.

NASA'’s Artemis programme seeks to return hu-
mans to the Moon for the first time in over 50
years, and to build a sustained lunar presence
ahead of potential missions to Mars. Between
1969 and 1972, the U.S. Apollo programme saw 12
Americans walk on the Moon.

“America will no longer walk on the Moon
alone,” NASA chief Bill Nelson said in a video. “Di-
plomacy is good for discovery. And discovery is
good for diplomacy,” he added.

The first mission to take astronauts to the lunar
surface, Artemis 3, is planned for 2026. China
meanwhile has said it seeks to put humans on the
Moon by 2030.

Japan’s space agency JAXA is “extremely hap-
py” about the announcement, a spokesman said.
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The First Uncrewed Integrated Flight Test of NASA’s

Orion Spacecraft and Space Launch System Rocket

@ LAUNCH
SLS and Orion lift off
from pad 39B at
Kennedy Space Center.

JETTISON ROCKET
BOOSTERS, FAIRINGS, AND
LAUNCH ABORT SYSTEM

CORE STAGE MAIN
ENGINE CUT OFF »
With separation.

@ PERIGEE RAISE
MANEUVER

@ EARTH ORBIT
Systems check with solar
panel adjustments.

@ TRANS LUNAR
INJECTION (TLI) BURN
Maneuver lasts for
approximately 20 minutes.

. INTERIM CRYOGENIC
PROPULSION STAGE
(ICPS) SEPARATION
AND DISPOSAL
ICPS commits Orion to
moon atTLI.

@® OUTBOUND TRAJECTORY
CORRECTION (OTC) BURNS
As necessary adjust trajectory
for lunar flyby to Distant
Retrograde Orbit (DRO).

CUBESATS DEPLOY

ICPS deploys

10

CubeSats total

OUTBOUND POWERED
FLYBY (OPF)

60 nmi from the Moon;
targets DRO insertion.

LUNAR ORBIT INSERTION
Enter Distant
Retrograde Orbit.

@ DISTANT RETROGRADE ORBIT

Perform half or one and a half
revolutions in the orbit period
38,000 nmi from the surface of the Moon.

DRO DEPARTURE
Leave DRO and start
return to Earth.

RETURN POWERED FLYBY (RPF)
RPF burn prep and return
coast to Earth initiated.

RETURN TRANSIT

Return Trajectory Correction
(RTC) burns as necessary to
aim for Earth’s atmosphere.

MISSION DURATIONS:
Total: 26—42 days
Outbound Transit: 8-14 days
DRO Stay: 6-19 days
Return Transit: 9—19 days

@ CREW MODULE SEPARATION
FROM SERVICE MODULE

@ ENTRY INTERFACE (El)
Enter Earth’s atmosphere.

@ SPLASHDOWN
Pacific Ocean landing within view
of the U.S. Navy recovery ship.



ARTEMIS IlIl

Landing on the Moon

@ LauncH
SLS and Orion lift off
from Kennedy Space Centor.

@ JETTISON ROCKET BOOSTERS,
FAIRINGS, AND LAUNCH
ABORT SYSTEM

. CORE STAGE MAIN ENGINE y
CUT OFF
With separation.

. ENTER EARTH ORBIT
Perform the perigee
raise mancuver. Systems choeck
and solar panel adjustments.

. TRANS LUNAR INJECTION BURN
Astronauts committed to lunar
trajectory, followed by ICPS
separation and disposal.

@® ORION QUTBOUND TRANSIT
TO MOON
Requlres several outbound
trajectory burns.

ORION OUTBOUND POWERED FLYBY
60 nmi from the Moon,

NHRO INSERTION BURN

Orion performs bumn 1o establish
rendezvous point and executes
rendozvous and docking,

LUNAR LANDING ?REPAHATION
Crew activates lander and
propares for departure.

@® LANDER UNDOCKING

AND SEPARATION

@ LANDER ENTERS LOW

LUNAR ORBIT
Descends to lunar touchdown.

LUNAR SURFACE EXPLORATION
Astronauts conduct week long surface
mission and extra-vehicular activities.

ORION REMAINS IN
NHRO ORBIT
During lunar surface mission.

LANDER ASCENDSTO
LOW LUNAR ORBIT

LANDER PERFORMS
RENDEZVOUS AND DOCKING

CREW RETUARNS IN ORION
Orion undocks, performs
orbit departure burn.

QRION PERFORMS RETURN
POWERED FLYBY
60 nmi from the Moon.

FINAL RETURN TRAJECTORY
CORRECTION (RTC) BURN
Precision targeting for Earth entry.

CREW MODULE SEPARATION
FROM SERVICE MODULE

ENTRY INTERFACE (EI)
Enter Earth’s atmosphere,

SPLASHDOWN
Ship recovers astronauls and capsule

ASCEND




Space exploration in 2024

Major planned missions

ﬁ Artemis 2/SLS NASA Ariane6isA

' NASA’s first lunar flyby mission Inaugural flight which, with
i] - with crew aboard SLS (Space Vega-C launcher, will enable
- Launch Systems) and Orion Europe to regain autonomous
~ spacecraft, before the planned access to space
~ return of humans on the Moon

-in 2025 (Artemis 3)

Schematic diagram, not to scale

Orbital test flight

Phobos

MARS

2% 1SS

@ MOON

_ Space

Earth Arhit




Major missions to the Moon

Country

Mission

¢ Lunal,Luna2, Luna 3.

USSR ¢ Luna 2 was the first spacecraft to impact
the Moon's surface.
* Lunar Orbiter 1
USA + Apollo 11: First humans to land on the
Moon.
* Lunar Reconnaissance Orbiter (LRO)
’ Japan + Hiten
' China | ® Chang'e 1
@ o ¢ Chandrayaan-1
i ¢ Chandrayaan-2
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PM: Terror spreads
in weak govts, Modi
govt enters homes
of terrorlsts & kjlls

AVANEESHMISHRA
DEHRADUN. APRL 11

ferrorises after entering their
rriei ghess kar mrgen jate haty™
Fie also said that because of

his strong the
Tiranga (Tricolour) was now a
guarantee of safety even in war

Addressing a BJP rally in

Rishikesh in Uttarakhand wiich

wiill vote in the first phase of the
Sabha

families. “This is the Congress
tradition. Bu for Modk. you nd
2llof ndis are oy Camily.~ be told
the crowd.

“Whenever we had a weak
and unstable governmen inthe

Lok elections on Aped 19,

Aodi attacked the C -

ing the ~Defhi royal family™ —he
referrirg 1o the G.

THE WORLD

O J SIMPSON DIES AT
76 AFTER BATTLE
WITH CANCER
TRUDEAU RAKES UP

NIJJAR ISSUE AT
HEARING ON POLLS
PAGE 12

EXPRESS NETWORK

06 5L Whenever we had a weak
E

‘E1Db MUBARAK EVERYONE’

Actor

SiNCE 1932

¥7.00 (T8 BHAR & RAIPUR. 112

Eid. in Mumbai on Thursday. #11

As Gandhis stall on Amethi, Raebareli, voters
warn: “Time gone when you could wave, win’

BJP’s newly built offices buzz, Congress struggling to keep up momentum

MANOJCG
AMETHI RAEBARELL APRIL 11

TS 2 Sunday af-
Ternoon. Sitting

SAY DRNER mUNK
PAGE 7

the-
five years after he lost the famsly
seat wo che Bjis Smriet trand.
Sirghal says: “He wall wir

Barring the three. the disrict
Congress commitiee office —
maore like a re-fashicned shop

— at Gaur inAr =

is deserted, just over a month.
fore Amethi wotes in the fifth

‘Pegasus-like spyware’:
Apple warns users in
India, 91 more countries

SOUMYARENDRA BARIK
NEW/ DELHL APRIL 11

APPLE HAS sent a fresh round of

sionitar w Opposition
leade: T0ss parties — from
Congress's Shashi Tharoor o=

AAFS Raghav
Mahua Moitra — warning aca
st

BJP has built

in Amethi (above), MancyCC

Dinesh Pratap
Singh (SUP)

Amethi (2019)
Semriti brami (B1F)

asn
RabulGandhi (Cong) 43 86

Delhi excise
policy: In Tihar
in ED case,
Kavitha now
held by CBI

BRS leader

wwas arrested
on March 15

>~ =

(the Bharar Adivasi Party's
Rajiasmar Roas ).
The

phase. May 20
hal suddenty stops his
social media

Cromad 1™ he exclaims. “He (the
candidate) is on a cammel.~
e

w©
the Asmethi campaign.
To queszions s o wihy Ratut

MANRAL
NEW/ DELSR APRIL T1

BHARAT RASHTRA Samithi
leader K Kavitha, Jodged in Tihar
Sl Mollcns i s rese A e ¥

date yet Singh says the an-
wall

chances upon the
fumous- for the nomination fil-
ng by 3 candiciate in Banswar
in Rajacthan. K

Singh hesitatingly points out
thas the candid.

ome as soon
22 voring in Weyanad — the con-
s n Kevala from whers

E.ublng .meg..uons of money
dess.

i excise
u)lxyc.\semsm by the
CBI Thussday which is also inves-—

the C
T IED NP AGE 2

In seat facing Lanka, highlight
is OPS fight, not Katchatheevu

Expelled from AIADMK and now in BJP camp, ex-CM
fights from relatively new territory, faces lingering anger

ARUN

users in India. along with S1
other countries, warning that

+ pressure from the govern-

sencially attacked by yeﬂ.ven.uy

spyware~ like the Israe

Cup's controversial Pegass
are.

“mercenary spyware~ mstead of
“stace-

Last October. it had sent a

That it ~does not attribute the
threat notifications to any spe-
e st

JANARDHANAN
THAPURAM (TN)
ApriL11

LOCATED DEEP in southern
Tamil Nadu, a state where it is
just beginning to make an im-

On Thursday. the threat no-
tification emails were sent at
abour 1230 am IST to impacted

Soing basie globaily.
~Alert detected a tar-
set=d mercenary spy artack

Fossiist B radar
Under the UPA governanent
¢ the Centre, it waged a battle
against the Sethusamudram

project w. g FomIte
between India and Sri Lanka.
whose one end would have

b

2019 VOTESHARE

mmmmwum
LS seat

4l

in Devipattinam village near

claiming it Fouta neuroy the
bri mn:mm

Arm jenarananan

perthe Rama:
. baxz bezan thac
Prime Mimisir R

2

whose has been

making extensive outreach to
Tamils. would contest from
Ramanathaparan

et an-
ather dice — accusing the Indira

case.

The CBI is likely to produce
Kavitha before a Delhi court
Friday to seek her remand. If
thar's granted. she wiill be moved
0 the lock-up af the CBI head-
quarters where officers will

was questioned in connecticn
with WhatsApp chats recovered
o The phae of Buschibatu
Cormntia{achastered scoountant
Ul E3

www

JUNE 1S-16: INDIA INVITED

Ukraine: Swiss
plan June meet,
Russia presence
‘sooner or later’

Maybe not on Day One but Russia has
to be there, says Swiss Foreign Minister

SHUBHAJIT ROY
NEW DELHI APRS 11

THREE months after
Ulramnian President Ty
Zelenskyy asked Switzer w©
do so. the Swiss government

10 host 3 conference. 3t the leved
of heads of state, that ~aims o
provide a platform for a high-
Teve

Switzecland. This s timed w en-
sure

T O oaer e st il be

held on June 13-15 in Borgo
i

i b e oo fenvined e

the peace The fisst

Foreign Minister kgnazio Cansis
visied New

met Exzernal
Jaishankar and sounded out
De ana

host a high-level
June 2024, Switzeriand will

India’s participation.
This was followed up by

disens et Jppmaheni
peace in Ukraine
The

sp
Wwith Prime Minister Narendra
Modi in March and a visit by
e i

Susnmit) 3ims 1o create a com-
mon understanding of the
fr. 2

this

-

yero Kuleba an
vitation to India to attend the

1 and
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

PROTEST AT

UK attack: Of 15 lookout
notices, NIA withdraws
3 over m15taken identity’

GOVT & POLITICS

MANRAL
NEW DELHI, APR=L 1

cing inon 15
asing their

Lo eing S prossson
March 191 the Nationat

|.wesugm..m A@emy (N1A) has

thar ac feast

wrongty idensified.
The Manistry of Hoeme Affaiss
(MMA) had issued Look Out
Carculars (LOCS) gainst 15 peo-
Rle. who were identified from

fehe violerce. These

-

Research and Analysis Wing
(RERAW) and the immigration
waAth the

team during its wisit to the
United Kingdan in May last year
10 investigate the incident and 3

tecror 5

Pakistan's ISL In the videos, peo-

gtvl iy K
e leared 33l off the
con 2

Upon the team's return o
Indaa. the NIA shased the videos

IPL. rivalry gets deadly, behind fan kllllng ‘Rohit out, Mumbai will lose

PAGE1
ANCHOR
—_—

MIHIR VASAVD,
HANMANTWADI (KOLHAPUR)
APRE 1Y

A WOMAN'S wall pierces the
narmow Lane at the end of

centbouse.a mnan — bead
shaven. eyes moist and legs
folded — sits on the flooe in Si-
tence. In a room. village eiders
console his weeping mother.

I3 Pactwea, the Sirstday of the
but nside their

emotionally in cricket. When
WAl we [reat SPOrt as SPort?™

e days after he was sevior
Irarcd b2 AEht with his peigt.
bour, 70-year-old Balwant
Jhanjge. while watching an
Indian Premier

ce

watching a match. The argu-

e oo of an in-

gident in a match. The biggest
0 B10C BT o0 §

I 2 an many have
been asking latety.

Since the Start of this IPL sea—
son_social tnessed
toxic batties between fans of
Hardik Pandya and Rohit
Sharma. the new Mumbai

2 This came within days of

Bandopant Tibile (left) died on March 30. His
mwhgjmmmw-)snsm

pre—

vnhgz,on the mofl(nlhapur
pe—

epaper.indianexpressicom

World Cup. Pandya was boced
during his first home game at

ges there — half a day from
Mumbai or Purse. the Two rear—
est major cities. 1o get to
Kothapur followed by another

longjourney 1o Hanmantwadi,
the face of it
" acti — o Kol i

hapus
seneral —doest have skin in the
171 game. There ton't 2y searn

.the.
The village &s in the back of
beyond and it's an ordeal just to

Pover e ocre mraae it hat e,
Such &5 the IPLs Jure that
it s everyone hooked Just Last

Tred) is 2 new th

Jadhav lives a few blocks
away from the houses of the vic-
tim. Tibile. and the accused.
Jhanjge.

Ut a fortnight ago, he
the two neighbours lived as

M):ke( Yard wom the jackpos of
1 crore in a fantasy game.
R Jachav. the police paril,
says: “Cricket has alway:
poputar

and peaceful for the mast part.
nasy and nagging sometimes.
Tibéle, the village residents say.
wias active socially and used to

years.
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India moves staff out

of consulate in Sittwe
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is to have

only one
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Land conflicts, forest
rights go hand-in-hand

NEWS » PAGE 7

Outc
Jor corrective action
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seconn wis
Kuldeep and McGurk
star for Delhi Capitals
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‘BJP has an edge.but a
tough fight is possible’

Satisfaction levels with the NDA government

significant but

s have come down

NIA arrests Bengaluru
cafe bomber and chief
conspirator in Bengal

KV va Bharadw:

In a significant break-
through, the National In-
vestigation y (NIA)
arrested the alleged bom-
and chief conspirator

| since the 2019 pre-poll survey: while 48% respondents back Modi. 27% back Rahul Gandhi for PM
Avenge my 2019 Adi
LS election - BENGALURU

CHENNAL A matter of choice

defeat: Kharge Excerpes rom CSDS-Loknitssurvey show the reasons for ciecting or
hree weeks before resecting the NI govermanent for 2 thind

KALABURAGE the 2024 general
At india Congress Committee election was 1o » e
Presicent M. the Tree
Kharge has called upon the e Al az 2
people to “senge" hi enjoyed a comfortable 1Z 18 20
in the last Lok Sabha potis by percentage point lead over 10 n hotel near
electing Congress candidates the rival alliance, e
in this polls. » PAGE 7 according to the CSDS-Lok- - *

niti pre-poll s SESSaY ~

Narendra Modi factor con- 23 Price risesinflation 24 Matheen
Tribunal upholds tinues to play a major role s Incressing o Segmen 24 undertaken by the

on Shabir in providing the NDA with s Powerty 30 sovernment smi

ban o its advantage. However, b-
Shah’s outfit 0od-relat; are

emerging major con- THE HINDU Modi~.  “Ayodhya Ram  ing into the 2024 elections
NEW DELIE cerns in this election. Dis- CSDS-LOKNITI Mandir” was with a healthy lead, alth- | rant

Untswful Act
(Prevention) Act. » PAGE T

Centre planning
President’s Rule
in AAP

NEW DELEI
The AAP on Friday alleged that
the Modi government was.
trying to impase President's
Rule in Defhi The party had
received indications to
this effect. it said. » PAGE 2

have come down com-
pared to the 2019 pmpoll
survey. Before the

polls, 65% said they were
“somewhat” or “fully” sa
tisfied with the govern-
ment. In 2024, the share of

such respondents’  has
o 57%. The
Share of those — what™

“fully*™ dlssalmﬁed hﬁ
increased from
St Notably, the degroe

Pre-poll Survey 2024

of satisfaction was marked-
Iy lower the south-
ern regions compared to
the north and the west

ed these three
“least liked wor\ of Mr.

as the ~“most admired work
of Mr_ Modi~.

[ price
rise and falling income
were also the top rea-
by respon-

dents ‘as reasons for noc
giving government
another chance. As op-
to this, “good

TRk oeifura “schemes

nd “Modi is a great lead-
er~ were the top three rea-
sons given for giving the
NDA anod nce.
Overall, the survey indi-
cates that the BJP is head-

ees. No
bly, while Mr. Modi's gua-
rantees were trusted more

e man.e (u) lnspiled A.I
Hind module case
in Bengehuris The module
wanted t aliegedly start
an ISstyle insurgency
from the jungles of south
india and had spread its
and

by the richer
the midAleclass plnced at-
milar trust i

MORE RE
» PAGES 4 &5

Tamil Nadu. While others
in the case were arrested;
the duo slipped away and
had been on the

The two, both hailing

1 the met: An accused in the Bengahuru cafe Bast casa being
Brought to a court by NIA officials, in Kolkata.

Trinamool. BJP

sSpar over arrests

KOLKATA

The arrest of two acoused in

the Bengalury cafe blast ce
West Beny

Congress and the 8P in the
State shead of the Lok Sabha
polls. » PAGE 7

rthahalli in Shiva-

er a module of youth they

radicalised in heir
hometown.
The “Thirthahalli mo-

dule™ Iso allegedly in-
volved in a pro-terror

fiti case in Mangaluru in
2020, an 1ED trial blast in
Shivam and cooker

blast in Mangaluru in 2022.

NIA sought their help, the
West Bengal police appre-
accused. The

Inflation in India slowed,
yet no relief on food bills

Vikas Dhoot
NEW DELHI

India’s reail inflation mod-

spices, and

bruary to 4.14% in March,
rural consumers had i har-
der as they experienced a
slightly higher inflation of
5.45% in March compared
with 5.34% in the pr
month.

This trend was visible in
the extent of food price

On a month-on-month
basis, there was no change
in the Consumer Price In-
dex but the food price in-

x inched up about 0.2%

and economists re-:koned
that the ongoing he:
ol ke Tood infiation

in coming months. Even as
crude oil prices are irming
<g2

Industrial output
grew 5.7% in Feb.

NEW DELHI
India's year-on-year
industriat output gr
rebounded to a four-month
high of 5.7% in February,
from January’s upgraded
4.3 pace, led by an 8%

Erowth in mining and a 7.5%
surge in electricity

double digits. » PAGE 11

Summer sale

While March’s inflation
om

elephant in the room

to return to the for-

est for Sxpects recall

inflation to ease to an aver-

age 4.5% this year from the
5.4% docked in 2023-24.

The ongoing April to

June guarter is. however,
expected to see an average
nflation of 4.9%, as per the
RB1
Within the food basket,
d

the seven-
month high of 30.25%
Febr to
month.

With 7.5% in Febeuary
“Food prices continue
2o be under pressure with

Temperatures have been

irthe Earthen pots to cool water being stacked to dry in the scorching midday sun at a workshop on the outskirts
hovering sround 41 degrees Cetsius for a week now, even as

= the worst

t= of Ahmedastad.

t of sammer is 3 long wary off. VIAY SONE

U.S. must play
‘constructive
role’ in West
Asia: China

China urged the United
States to play ~a construc-
he West Asia
on Friday after s top di.

Tac series o Aprl 1.

FuLL REPORT

» PAGE 1.

Peerzada Ashiq
FAMMU

Prime Minister

their “Mughal mindset”.
“The time is not far for
the Assembly elections and
of

Modi on the pro-
mise o restore S O Seaten

and hold lec-
tons in Jaxl\mu ax)d Kash-
mir at a rally for the Lok

cereal ices,
and pu.lus seeing high in-

heatw an upsid
Fiske said Bank of Baroda
chief economist Madan

same. Instead. the Prime
Atinister extolled the posi-
tive impact of the abroga-
tion of Article 370 and &

Sabnavis.

et the ion
INDIA bloc's leaders for

1o
J&K_ People will soon have
1

ment comes at a time

of J&K into a Unlon

grading
Territory and the failure to

hold Assembly elections.

Ty alr
started tapping into this

Time is ‘not far’ for J&K to get Statehood: Modi

ing videos of non-vegetar-
ian food during Navratri,
by hurting the sentiments
of people. who are they

growing anger in a bid to  trying to please?
defeat th BJP's Jitendra CHallehging the Opposi-
Singh. ton parties, espectally the
in an indirect the
to the viral video of Rash- xes:maunnolp-avixlom of
Dal leader Te- ticle 370, the sd:
Jashwi Yadav ea o, “Terrorism, | separatisr:
Mr. “I don't and stone-throwing are no

and tease people. By show-

talk of bringing back Arti-
370~




THE

BN M

s Business -
SN Industrial output grew 5.7% in Feb.; ——
producl:ion Ievels at 3-m0nth Iow = E E

Vodafone Idea announces
PO of 18000 crore

The Board of Directors of Vodafone Idea Led.

QWILY, ar
further

April 12, 2024, app

FPO Issuance” the company said

s ﬁ:uedart ron pes chare with face vahse of 10

each.

an bid for 1,298 shares in one

Bot or anulupla O 1,296 shares thercafier.

TAI seeks release of ‘pending”

subsidies from Tea Board

The Tea Assoclation of India (TAL on I-T!da)-

activities unde at
nd body
under its fold had unce

o lar

e portion of the armoumnt
an account of this “stll remains unreleased by

the Tea Board™. e

Godfrey Phillips to exit firom

retail business 24Sewven

retme maker Go.

coempetiomn ofns:e%ary

PEW DELHL

ndias year-cnyear in-
dustri, ourput
grawlll rebounded to
2 four-month high of 573

5w ed 4%
pace, led by an Exowth
i and a 7.5% surge
in electricity ration,

bt o

of 1472, with ourput bevels
dipping 1.0 lromjanualy
Sequen racrions

were m(utﬂed in manfac-
turing., mining and elec-

ericiny, as well as the sibc
use-based classifications of
factory

Viear-om-year manufac-
muring growth picked up

slightly to S, from fa-
muany’s 3.6%, Bur bass et

fects skewed the trends in
four of the six use-
=

upricks last year. Howsver
Two segments posted
p-u.m tham fanuary,
with primary goods a4
Tos,

pectively, on top of healthy

“The 1P prowth is im-
not

pressive  although
broad-b ~ remarked
Bank of Barada chief eco-

Sabnawis,
adding r

while infrastructure-linked
industries had done better.

Despite positive base ef-
fecrs 2023

o
55,5 55 last mont

TCS Q4 net rises 9% as margins
improve, proposes ¥T28 dividend

POLIMEAT
Tata Consultancy Services
Lrd. (TCS) reported fourth-
quarter mnet profit  Erew
EXTS —onyear | to

228 per share. For the full
ar, net profic rose 10.5%
to £46,585 crore while re-

firm plans to hire about

e
Strong hore with the high-

book and a
& mangin, va-

=
reflecting uncertainties in

markets.
“EIn FY 2024, our disci-

Moody’s Analytics
says India GDP to
grow at 6.1% in 2024

NEW DELHE

Moody“s Analytics projece-
ed India’s my to ex-
pand_6.1% in 2024, Jower
than 7.7% growth in 2023

the COVID-S pandenic
and its various aftershocks
— from supply snags to mil-
itary t= sbroad.

I s report tiled ks
Onstloalk: stening

rough the se”, Moo~
e AR o postoey Tooking

With reggacd to

it saicl the ook
foer Chuima and Eolia
is more uncertain

a1 GDP relative to its wajec-
tory prior 1o =
showed India and Scuth-
east Asia have seen some

losses

ENCHAMGE RATES

+ TRAI moots
allowing only
Indian entities
in regulatory
sandboxes’

PeEW DELHEL

Only Indian natonals or

BENGALURLU

The Indian real estage mar-
ket is expected to reach
1.5 erillion by 2034,

eributing 10.5% to econom-

Indian realty market
to reach $1.5 tn by
2034: Knight Frank

land for manufac-
is

services, processes, and | od to gencrate a value of
business mo-dels & lve | Sos billon, driven by rising
e ent on a d,ernand im India, while wa.
limired ser of wu for rehousing is projected o
specifed period of time ad- )-I.eld revenues of SE.9 bil-

Bion.

India’s economic
iy om
several factors, inchuding a

ia’s walcl
reach  $10.3
2034

2023,
market sime was appn
marely $482 billion, contri-
buting 7.3% o the total
economic output.

Wipro must focus on creating value,
cut low-cost services: Everest Group

BENGALLRU

Wipro Lud. has a long way
to g0 to amain a balanced
position in the glabal tech
markets,

pany has posicioned itsell
cost provider over
the decades while ks peers

‘20 years of

“Wipro has had a slowly
det market posi-
thon for almost 20 years,”
ar. Sammael sal e ob-

serwved that 'l\'lpra’s Focus
on providing low-cost ser-
vices ha been at the ex-

ents et value.
Bur he added that Thier-

Peter Bendor Ssmuel

¥ Delaporte, the Fremch
CEQ of Wipro's who re-

cently resigned a  year
ahead of his five-year con-
wact ar the s third

(he Cost-saving

that it is more
Bifcult for it to grow. To
their credit they are under-
Eoing a ransformation and
putting significant invest-

Firon must invest
over several yvears

ment into mew capabilities.
But, there ks still a long way

wransformation  journey
that Del no
CEOS

poor tech and tech servic-
es macro environment,”
. samuel obse: )
Formunately, the new
leader will have at least a
wear's leeway. as Mivestors

are likely to give him some
time and it is likely that by

“Lean focus”

would not come cheap for

‘fast-charging”
3-wheeler EV

The Hinds Burean
MUMEAL

Electric Wehicles (EV) ma-
nufacturer Omega  Seilki

Mobility in a tie up with
battery nufacturer Ex-
Ponent Energy intro-

tion
ommnership.

Adani to invest in

FEW DELHL

With an estimated invest-
ment of TLGED crore,

il Braeate o Shigs Jeasirg,
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India explores Congo for
copper and cobalt access

Abhishek Law
NEW DELHI

India will tap Congo for
critical mineral access,
mostly copper and cobalt.
A draft MoU has been
shared with the officials of
the Democratic Republic of
Congo and a final agree-
ment is expected in ‘anoth-
er three months or so.

The MoU will allow In-
dia to conduct mineral ex-
ploration and commercial
offtake in case of success-

MoU will allow India
to explore for the
mineral and begin
commercial offtake
in case if it is found

ful finds. V.L. Kantha Rao,
Secretary, Union Ministry
of Mines, said the govern-
ment-to-government MoU
will be finalised (much on
the lines of what was done
for lithium blocks in
Argentina).

“Around June, we

should be signing the final
MoU with Congo,” he told
businessline.

Copper and cobalt have
been identified as critical
minerals by the Indian go-
vernment. Copper is used
in power cables, wind tur-
bines, electric vehicles and
solar panels, and is the key
material for energy transi-
tion. Cobalt is a key car-
battery metal with Congo
being the largest supplier.

(The writer is with The
Hindu businessline)
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Capital
and largest city

Kinshasa
& 4°19'S 15°19°E

Official languages

Recognised
national languages

French

Kikongo ya letal@
Lingala

Swahili

Tshiluba

Religion (2021)!"!

95.4% Christianity
2.6% traditional faiths
1.5% Islam

0.5% others / none

Demonym(s) Congolese

Government Unitary semi-
presidential republic

* President Félix Tshisekedi

* Prime Minister Sama Lukonde
(acting)!2lI®]

Legislature Parliament

* Upper house Senate

* Lower house

National Assembly

Formation

* Colonised

+ Congo Free State
* Belgian Congo

17 November 1879
1 July 1885
15 November 1908

Formation

* Colonised

- Congo Free State

« Belgian Congo

* Independence
from Belgium

* Admitted to the
United Nations

* Democratic
Republic

* Republic of Zaire

* First Congo War

« Current
constitution

Area
« Total

* Water (%)

Population
» 2023 estimate

+ Density

GDP (PPP)
« Total

* Per capita

GDP (nominal)
* Total

* Per capita

Gini (2012)

HDI (2022)

Currency

17 November 1879
1 July 1885

15 November 1908
30 June 1960!*)

20 September 1960
1 August 1964

27 October 1971
17 May 1997
18 February 2006

2,345,409 km?
(905,567 sq mi) (11th)

3.32

A 111,859,9280!
(14th)

46.3/km? (119.9/sq mi)

2023 estimate

A $150.883 billion(®!
(90th)

A $1,509(8 (188th)

2023 estimate

A $67.512 billion(®!
(86th)

¥ $675[6] (190th)
v 421071

A 0.48118

low (180th)

Congolese franc
(CDF)
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West Asia on edge amid fears of Iran’s hit

Iran’s Foreign Minister says a response to ‘Israels attack’ on its consular premises in Damascus is a ‘necessity’, Israel says it is ready for any response

from Tehran and vows to strike back; several countries, including India and the U.S,, issue security and travel advisories to their citizens in the region

Stanly Johny
JERUSALEM

est Asia conti-
w nued to stay on
edge on Friday

amid fears of an imminent
attack by Iran targeting Is-
rael in retaliation against
the April 1 air strike on
Iran’s consular annex in
Damascus, Syria, with sev-
eral countries, including
India, the U.S. Russia and
France, issuing travel and
security alerts to their
citizens.

Iran’s Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei
has vowed to punish the
“evil regime” of Israel after
the attack on the consular
building in which Moham-
mad Reza Zahedi, a high-
ranking commander of the
Quds Force, the elite wing
of Iran’s Islamic Revolu-
tionary Guard Corps, was
assassinated. Iran and Sy-
ria immediately blamed Is-
rael for the strike. Israel

has neither confirmed nor
dismissed its role in the at-
tack. “The question is not
if but when. The Supreme
Leader, the government
and senior military leaders
have all warned that a res-
ponse is coming. Iran can-
not back off this time,” a
strategic analyst based in
Tehran with close links to
the regime told The Hindu
on the phone, requesting
anonymity.

On Thursday, Iran’s Fo-
reign Minister Hossein
Amir-Abdollahian reiterat-
ed that Iran’s response is a
necessity. “When the Israe-
li regime completely vio-
lates the immunity of indi-
viduals and diplomatic
places in violation of inter-
national law and the Vien-
na Conventions, legitimate
defence is a necessity,” Mr.
Abdollahian told his Ger-
man counterpart Annalena
Baerbock in a phone call,
Iran’s Mehr news agency
reported.

Ayatollah Ali Khamenei pays tributes to the members of the Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps killed in the Damascus attack. REUTERS

In Israel, political lead-
ers as well as military and
diplomatic officials said
they were ready for any
scenario. Asked if it was Is-
rael that carried out the
Damascus attack, Michael
Ronen, head of South and
Southeast Asia Division at
Israel’s Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, said: “They say Is-
rael carried out the strike.
Well, I don’t know. What I
can say is that Israel is rea-
dy for any response from

Iran.” American media re-
ported on Friday, citing
U.S. and Iranian sources,
that an Iranian attack
could come within the next
48 hours.

Mr. Khamenei is consi-
dering different options,
from launching direct
strikes using drones and
missiles on Israel from Iran
to attacking Israeli assets in
the region, either directly
or through proxies, ac-
cording to these reports.

Israeli leaders  have
warned that they will strike
inside Iran if the origin of
the attack is Iran.

‘Godfather of militias’
“Hamas, Houthis, Hezbol-
lah and the Islamic Jihad...
what do all these terrorist
entities have in common?
Iran is the godfather of all
of them,” Yossi Zilberman,
deputy spokesperson of
the MFA, told The Hindu
here. “Unless Iran is reined
in, there won’t be peace in
the Middle East,” he said.
Israel has frozen all
leaves for combat units “in
accordance with the situa-
tional assessments” and
drafted reservists to
strengthen for air defenc-
es. The IDF has also scram-
bled the GPS system,
which could be used to
confuse incoming wea-
pons. On Thursday, those
who turned on their GPS in
Tel Aviv found that their lo-
cation was shown in Bei-

rut. In the northern settle-
ment of Tefen in the Upper
Galilee region, close to the
Lebanese border, the GPS
showed the location of Syr-
ian Golan.

The U.S. Embassy in Je-
rusalem on Friday told
American citizens in Israel
that the “security environ-
ment remains complex”.
U.S. government em-
ployees and their family
members were asked not
to travel “outside the grea-
ter Tel Aviv, Jerusalem, and
Be’er Sheva areas until
further notice”.

India’s Ministry of Exter-
nal Affairs advised Indians
not to travel to Iran and Is-
rael until further notice.
“All those who are current-
ly residing in Iran or Israel
are requested to get in
touch with Indian Embas-
sies there and register
themselves,” it said.

(The reporter was in Israel
as part of a media delega-
tion)



Israel says it is under attack in a ‘multi-arena war’
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Israel ready for war?

e Israel turned off their GPS
system.

| eaves of all the soldiers were
also cancelled.

* Air Defence Command has been
put on alert.

 Anti bomb shelters have been
started in many cities.

ISRAEL IS 'READY' FOR WAR
WITH IRAN
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heat wave

1P at four-month
high of 5.7% in Feb
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remain el S per

powing 3 higher increase in
Tood infacs

Inflation cools to
10-month low but
food prices under

pressure

a
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= tax treaty
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In Nagpur, Gadkari
banks on his track
record; Cong bets on
bread-butter issues

VALLABH
NAGPUR. APRa 12
AFORMER Congress stronghold
and the seat of the RSS head-

Ters, the BIP has coasted to
victary i

Aanister Netin Gadkari winei

ahscn baAng goneip 10 pis

Torming Union Ministers and is
Se-
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DUO TRACED TOHIDEOUT NEAR KOLKATA: NIA

Bengaluru blast mastermind,
bomber arrested from Bengal

Shazib and Taha had been living in
state for past 3 weeks: used aliases,
checked into small hotels: Officials

Anaccused in the Ben,
at a Kolkata court by

Don’t travel
to Iran, Israel
India advises
its citizens

SHUBHAJIT ROY
NEW DELHL APRIL 12

abassy in s) ta: Irciin o
Fricay advised its citizens to not
o Iran and Esrae
of thhe prevailing situation in the
region”.

iran has been threatening to
avenge the death of two of

Who were thase illed

inan Sireartice tn Syrian ca

mascus on Apel 1 Telwan has

bl.\n\:d Israel for the strike, ai-

uru cafe blast case being produced
officers on

Friday. 12

MAHENDER SINGH
MANRAL.

SWEETY xuMAR!
RAN PARASHAR

N DEL bR NOLRATA

BENGALURU APRIL 12

4 anEDac

HE MAN
Bengaluss Ramestvmacn Cate
on March 1 as well 5 the muas-
ferming who planned the blast
n arrested
Narional lavestigation. Asency

cm April 12, the NIA was Stscoess—
Rl 10 eracing the accused. wio
= biding under taise identt-

placed the IED ar the cafe.
T e oG teana

Hussain Shazib (left) and
aha A

the planning and exccution of

the spokesperson said.
Sorscesinthe st pulice and
the central axgenc
men had beeny g A Herwlh)x
oughly three weeks — checking
into small hotels and livings un-
der aliases — until their kack san
out. The West Bengal police
nainfaned that the Two wese ar-
rested s part of a jont operation.
The NIA had last month re-
leased photomraphs and details
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Dhoti-kurta and tilak: Police
in priest attire while on duty
at Kashi Vishwanath temple

tho Israel has not com-
mented

New Delhi's advisary comes
ata kethe A poli inred i

the temple. e

Devotees will feel more comfortable, says Varanasi police chief
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et a1 the temple in Varanask
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ssiones Mishit Agacwal said the
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forehead
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BANESWAR (COOCH BEHAR).
APra 12

IN THE village of Baneswar in
octh Bengal, about 10 kem froen
the city of Cooch Behar. lies a
Shiva temple that Koch dynasty

o
oM i narns locats e
Ziven to the endangered black
Sofesheil tur et

pvi o nisreisn o the 170
Century. ees betieve the
emple c

e o i

temple built by Asura xmg
Banasura. But, Shiva s pot the

A protest against the
Stage administratice’s perceived
Eackof efforts.

ss.com

the EX < (EC)
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stituency. with 2 message to
o vorte.
“Local peope revere the tur-

devotees feel respected. espe-
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erings and wvisits o

a turtle becomes

Agarwal said
Currently_ onby the fous mmale
Staticned at o

aale po-
lice personnel stationed with
thermn will also Start weasing kur
Aore police personnel

e been stationed 15 metres
away from the gates. but they
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Prime Modi
in Udhampur on Friday. a1

J&K will get back
statehood, day not
far for Assembly

elections, says PM
Attacks Opp for skipping Ayodhya
ceremony., ‘making video of mutton
during Saawan to hurt sentiments’

ARUN SHARMA
UDHAMPUR. APRL 12

PRIME MINISTER Nasendra
nModi he peopie of Jasmes
& Kashmir Friday that statehood
willl be restored and ~the day is
not far~ when Assembly elec-
hons will be beld there.

nderlining that there has
beenajlotof change in JSK in th

Last 10 years and “development
Bas replaced militancy™ x

ASock, addressing a BIP rally. said.

e bafwr sacre kasht
T ——r
bada sapra dekia hat Hem raive
oz darja batal karerge{ You have
suffered 2 Joc. 1 have 2 very big
dream for you We will restore

tatetood )

BusiNess as Usuar

By UNNY

The rally was held o mobilise
suppost for BjFTs Lok Sabha can-
didates Dr Jitendra Sinst
{Udhampur) and Jugal Kishore
Sharma (amam).
“The day is pot far wher
mw elections will be heic
0 JEK. Everybody will be visiting
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

2 creators get You T ube
notice on EVM videos,
monetisation curbed

NA
NEW DELHIL APRIL 32

BACHTIE . AFTER: YRGTHES

ing to EVMs and Voees Verifiec

PABer Andic Trasl (VAPAT) .
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texs under pertaining &
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shias VouTube channel
Sohit Mistea Official, has

Frmhs on moaerliarion o So0ae. 358 lakh subscribers. and
Stch videos. reaning that cre-  Mehgnad's channel has oves
azoes will not hare 42 cribers.

of advertisement revene gen-
erated from such content.
Ar least two creators —

Mistxa told The Indian Bqres:

that fous of his videos on the suts

JECT of EVMMs were placed undes
. Of these

nalist Sohit Mishra — were re-

ed by YouTube about
the monetsation limits placed
On scere of their videos pertasn-

monetisarionwas evesaatly re-
for andy ane v
Mishea's request for a review.
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How a new platform will instantly disburse subsidies to farmers

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI, APRIL12

THEUNION government hasdeveloped anew
digital platform to disburse subsidies to hor-
ticulture farmers under the Cluster
Development Programme (CDP), aninitiative
by the Centre to promote horticulture crops.
The platform is known as CDP-SURAKSHA.

In recent years, the total production of
horticulture crops has spiked in India. While
in2010-11, their production stood at 240.53
million tonnes, production increased to
334.60 million tonnes in 2020-21.

The horticulture sector makes a substan-
tial contribution to the Indian economy as it
contributes nearly one-third to the agricul-
ture gross value added (GVA) — the measure
of the value of goods and services produced
by an industry, sector, manufacturer, area or
region.

What is the CDP-SURAKSHA?

The acronym SURAKSHA stands for
“System for Unified Resource Allocation,
Knowledge, and Secure Horticulture
Assistance.” The CDP-SURAKSHA will allowan
instant disbursal of subsidies to farmers by
utilising the e-RUPI voucher from the National
Payments Corporation of India (NPCI). The e-
RUPIvoucherisacashless and no-contactelec-
tronic payment mechanism, which can be
shared with the beneficiaries for a specific pur-
pose or activity by organisations or govern-
ment via SMS or QR code, according to NPCI.

The platform will have features such as
database integration with the PM-Kisan
scheme, cloud-based server space from
National Informatics Centre (NIC), content
management system, geotagging, etc.

How will the CDP-SURAKSHA work?
The platform will allow access to farmers,
vendors, implementing agencies (IA), cluster

development agencies (CDAs), and officials of

the National Horticulture Board (NHB).
Afarmer can log onto the platform using

her mobile number and place an order for

planting materials such as seeds, seedlings,

and plants, based on her requirement.
Once the demand has been

raised by the farmer, the sys-

tem will ask her to contribute

her share of the cost of the

planting material. The subsidy

[Awill release the money to the vendor, who
will have to upload an invoice of the payment
on the portal.

The IA will collect all the documents and
share them with the CDA, after which the lat-
ter will release the subsidy amount to the IA.

However, the farmer, who
raised the demand for the plant
material using the platform,
can avail of the subsidy amount
at the first stage of the platform.

amount paid by the govern-
ment will appear on the screen automati-
cally.

After the farmer pays her contribution, an
e-RUPIvoucherwill be generated. This voucher
will then be received by a vendor, who will pro-
vide the planting material to the farmer.

After the planting material gets delivered
to the farmer, she will have to verify the de-
livery through geo-tagged photos and videos
of her field. Once the verificationis done, the

How is the new system different from
the old one?

In the old system, a farmer had to give the
full amount to buy planting materials. She
would then have to approach the officials con-
cerned for the release of the subsidy amount.

The new platform, however, will provide
the subsidy amount toa farmer upfront, at the
time of purchasing planting materials.
Vendors will receive their paymentonly after

the farmer verifies the delivery of her orders.

How many farmers and banks have
come on board?

While the platformis yet to be unveiled at
the national level, around 8,400 farmers' de-
tails have been uploaded on the platform so
far. These include 8,000 farmers of Sahyadri
Farms Private Ltd, which is implementing
the grape cluster in Nashik, Maharashtra. The
rest of the 400 farmers are from the
Meghalaya Basin Management Agency
(MBMA), which is implementing the
turmeric cluster in Meghalaya.

Four banks — HDFC Bank, ICICI Bank,
State Bank of India (SBI) and Bank of Baroda
— have also been onboarded on the platform.
These banks will generate e-RUPI vouchers
for fund disbursement.

Whatis the CDP?
The CDP is a component of the central

sector scheme of NHB. Itis aimed at leverag-
ing “the geographical specialisation of horti-
culture clusters and promoting integrated
and market-led development of pre-produc-
tion, production, post-harvest, logistics,
branding, and marketing activities”.

So far, 55 horticulture clusters have been
identified, out of which 12 have been se-
lected for the pilot. These clusters are in var-
ious stages of development.

According to the Union government,
about 9 lakh hectares of area will be covered
through all 55 clusters, covering 10 lakh
farmers. Itis estimated that the initiative will
attract private investment of Rs 8,250 crore,
in addition to the government’s assistance,
which is fixed according to the size of the
cluster — up to Rs 25 crore for mini cluster
(size up to 5,000 hectares), up to Rs 50 crore
for medium clusters (5,000 to 15,000
hectares), and up to Rs 100 crore for mega
clusters (more than 15,000 hectares).



Vito raise X 18,000 cr via
India’s largest ever FPO

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI, APRIL12

VODAFONE IDEA, which has
been struggling financially for a
long time and trying to raise
funds to stay afloat, on Friday
said it plans to raise up to
218,000 crore through share sale
inIndia’s biggest follow-on pub-
lic offer till date.

The company's shares will be
issued, under the FPO, in a price
band of ¥10-11 apiece against
Friday's closing price of ¥12.96
onthe BSE. The higherend of the
price band of %11, is ata discount
of 26% compared to recently ap-
proved preferential issue price to
the promoter entity at14.87.

The share sale will open on
April 18 (for anchor investors on
April 16) and close on April 22,
Vodafone Idea, which is the
country's third-largest telecom
service provider, said in a stock
exchange filing.

This will be the largest FPO
after the ¥15,000-crore share
sale by Yes Bank in 2020.

The fundraising, which
comes close on the heels of a
32,075-crore capital infusion by
Aditya Birla group via a prefer-
ential share issue last weekend,
will help the company shore up
its position in the domestic tele-
com market, where peers
Reliance Jio and Bharti Airtel are
miles ahead ofit.

The funds would also help it
arrest its subscriber churn ow-
ing to is weak 4G coverage,
which is not available on a pan-
India basis. The same will also be
used to launch 5G services, and

i

v/

Vodafone Idea also plans to
raise an 3250 bn through
debt for which it has been in
talks with lenders. Reuters

GQG, SBIFUNDSEYE
INVESTMENTSIN
VODAIDEA SHARE SALE

Mumbai: Investment firm
GQG Partners and State Bank
of India Mutual Fund are con-
sidering investing up to $800
million in total in the
Vodafone Idea FPO, according
to two people familiar with
the matter. US-based GQG
plans to invest about $500
million while SBI Mutual
Fund is considering an invest-
ment of $200-300 million

clear government debts related
to spectrum.

Vodafone Idea has been los-
ing subscribers month after
month, has a gross debt of ¥2.15
trillion crore, and has been post-
ing quarterly losses in the range
of ¥6,000-8,000, crore.

The fundraise through FPO is
part of the company’s plan to
raise ¥20,000 crore through a
combination of equity and eq-
uity-linked instruments. It plans
to raise another ¥25,0000 crore
viadebt.

“Today, our main reason for
subscriber loss is because we
have lack of 4G coverage vis avis
competition and these funding
and the investment in capex will
enable us to cover and bridge
these gaps,” Vodafone Idea CEO
Akshaya Moondra had said dur-
ing the company’s extraordinary
general meeting with sharehold-
ers earlier this month.

During  April-February,

Vodafone Idea lost 16.2 million
mobile subscribers, taking its to-
tal base to 220.5 million, accord-
ing to data from the Telecom
Regulatory Authority of India
(Trai).

From the proceeds of the FPO,
Vodafone Idea will utilise 35,720
crore for 5G launch, according to
the red herring prospectus (RHP)
filed by the company. To get
started with 5G, the company
will first setup 22,000 5G sites —
10,000sites in the current finan-
cial,and 12,000in FY26 — across
17 priority circles.

Besides 5G, Vodafone Idea
will utilise ¥3,770 crore for pur-
chasing equipment towards set-
ting up 26,000 new 4G sites. The
company said, these new 4G
sites are proposed to be setupin
existing 22 service areas cater-
ing to 4G technology, on loca-
tions available with passive in-
frastructure providers, basis long
term lease agreements. FE



Key Differences Between an

COMPARISON

Full Form

Listing Status

Issuer

Objective

Raising Capital

Risk

Predictability

Profit

Types

IPO AND FPO

Initial Public Offering

Issued before company gets listed
on the stock exchange

Unlisted Company

Raising capital through public
investment.

First time from Public

High

Less Predictable

Thought to be Higher than FPO

Equity and Preferred

FPO

Follow-on Public Offering

Issued after the company gets
listed on the stock exchange

Listed Company

Subsequent public investment.

Subsequent public contribution

More Predictable

Complex (require a long time
and expert assistance)

Thought to be Lower than IPO

Dilutive and Non-Dilutive



Voda Idea fixes ¥10-11 price
band for X18,000-crore FPO

Will spend %5,700 cr
to launch 5G services

JATIN GROVER
New Delhi, April 12

VODAFONE IDEA, WHICH hasbeen strug-
gling tostayafloat,on Fridaysaid it plansto
raise up to ¥18,000 crore through a share

sale in the country’s

NS TU biggest follow-on pub-
FPO may lic offer (FPO).
keep stock The company’s
. shares will be issued,
price muted under the FPO, in a
WPAGES

price band of ¥10-11
apieceagainst Friday’s
closing price of ¥12.96 on the BSE.The
higher end of the priceband of ¥11isata
discount of 26% compared to the recently
approved preferential issue price to the
promoter entityat ¥14.87.

The share salewill open on April 18 (for
anchor investors on April 16) and close on

WHAT'S AT STAKE

Apri0(close) 5 720 crore
12.93 to be used for 5G launch
®

X3,770 crore

26,000 new 4G sites

8 \!

Vodafone Idea . 0,23%

of proceeds to be use to
buy equipment to set up

%3,260 crore Apr 12
for expanding (close)
capacity of | 12.9 6

40,750 4G sites {

j

[

2,175 crore
to pay
deferred
spectrum
duesto DoT

r Gross debt as
: ,/ of Dec-end:

¥2.15trn

April 22,Vodafone Idea,which is the coun-
try’s third-largest telecom service
provider, said in a stock exchange filing.

This will be the country’s largest FPO,
surpassing the ¥15,000-crore share sale
by Yes Bank in 2020.

The fundraising comes close on the
heelsofaX2,075-crore capital infusion by
promoter Aditya Birla Group via a prefer-
ential shareissuelastweekend.Itwill help

the company shore up its position in the
domestic telecom market, where peers
Reliance Jio and Bharti Airtel are miles
ahead.

The funds would also help the com-
pany arrest its subscriber churn owing to
isweak 4G coverage,whichisnotavailable
on a pan-India basis.

Continued on Page 5



No-cost EMIs can hide
more than they reveal

Look for processing fees,
down payments & other
administrative charges

® YOUR MONEY
SANJEEV SINHA

WHILE NO-COST EQUATED
monthlyinstalments (EMIs) provide
a convenient and seemingly cost-
effective way, it is imperative to
approach them with a discerning
eye. Understanding the fine print
and evaluating the overall cost is
crucial fora hassle-free experience.
A no-cost EMI allows con-
sumers to spread the cost ofa pur-
chase overseveral monthswithout
incurring any interest charges.
However, while the interest is not
directly charged, there might be
otherfees oradjustmentsinvolved
in the overall cost calculation.Con-
sumers must carefully read the
terms and conditions to uncover
any potential additional costs.

Restrictions on
prepayments

While the EMI itself might be
interest-free,a down payment may
stillbe required.Thisinitial payment
reduces the principal amount that
needs tobe financed,impacting the
overall cost of the purchase.No-cost
EMIs might have restrictions or
charges associated with prepay-
ments. If you plan to pay off the
entire amount before the agreed-
upon tenure, penalties or adjust-
ments mayapply.

Applicability on specific
products
No-cost EMIs are generally

applicable to specific products or
through select retailers. Usually

® O

B The EMI terms, including the |
duration and eligibility

criteria, may vary based on

the partnership between the
retailer and the financer

» t-‘

M No-cost EMIs may have
predefined tenures,
limiting the flexibility for
consumers to choose the
repayment duration

available for consumer electronics,
appliances and high-value items,
these EMIs may not be universally
applicable across all types of pur-
chases. Retailers offering no-cost
EMISs often collaborate with finan-
cial institutions to provide this ser-
vice.Thetermsofthe EMLincluding
the duration and eligibility criteria,
may vary based on the partnership
between theretailerand thefinanc-
inginstitution.

Limited customisation

No-cost EMIsmighthave prede-
fined tenures, limiting the flexibil-
ity for consumers to choose the
repayment duration.While this can
simplify the process, itisessential to
evaluate whether the predeter-
mined tenure aligns with your
financial preferences.

Someretailers may offerno-cost
EMiIsin conjunctionwith discounts
orcashback offers. However, itis cru-

New Delhi &7

cial to understand the interplay
between these incentives and the
terms of the EMI, as certain dis-
counts may be contingent on spe-
cific payment methods.

Impact on credit score

Opting for a no-cost EMI can
influenceyourcredit score,although
the impact may be minimal. If pay-
mentsaremissed ordelayed,it could
negativelyaffectyourcreditworthi-
ness.Timely payments,on the other
hand, can contribute positively to
your credit history.

Alternative financing

Before committing to a no-cost
EMI, consider exploring alternative
financing options.Traditional loans
or credit cards might have lower
overall costs, even if they come with
nominalinterest rates.Itis crucial to
compare the total cost of financing
across different options.
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nt Interface (UPI):
sit cai cash deposit machines (CDMs) in banks and

y necessitate the use of a debit card, whether at banks or



Allowing Third Party App to access UPI for Prepaid
Payment Instruments (PPIs):

Currently, UPI payments from PPIs require using
the web or mobile app provided by the PPl issuer.

RBI suggested allowing users to use third-party UPI
apps to make UPI payments from PPl wallets.




PERMIT FPIS TO INVEST IN SOVEREIGN MOBILE APP FOR RETAIL DIRECT
GREEN BOND: SCHEME:






* Recently, India has been contemplating extending the Overseas Citizenship of India (OCl) Card
privileges to overseas Indians in Fiji and other nations after relaxing the rules for Suriname.

* In 2023, India announced an extension of the eligibility criteria for OCI card of the original Indian
immigrants in Suriname, from the fourth generation to the sixth generation
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* What is Overseas Citizenship of India (OCl) Card?
e About:

The concept of OCl was introduced in response to demands for dual citizenship by the Indian diaspora,
particularly in developed countries.

The Ministry of Home Affairs defines an OCl as a person who:

Was a citizen of India on or after 26th January 1950; or
Was eligible to become a citizen of India on 26th January 1950; or
Is a child or grandchild of such a person, among other eligibility criteria.

According to Section 7A of the OCI card rules, an applicant is not eligible for the OCI card if he, his
parents, or grandparents have ever been a citizen of Pakistan or Bangladesh.




The OCI Card scheme was launched during

, , the Pravasi Bharatiya Divas in 2005.
Historical Backgrou nd: It was introduced as an acknowledgment of
‘ ‘ the persistent emotional attachment of the

Indian diaspora to their country of origin.

They do not have the right to vote.

R imitati Pt Th t hold constitutional offi
\\ Limitations and Restrictions: ey cannot hold constitutional offices or
dilh

government jobs.

They cannot purchase agriculture or farmland.


https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/pravasi-bharatiya-divas-2022

* Benefits of the 0CI Card:
* Multiple entry, multi-purpose lifelong visa to visit India.

e Exemption from registering with the Foreigners Regional Registration Office (FRRO)
regardless of the duration of their stay.

* Parity with Non-Resident Indians (NRIs) in financial, economic, and educational fields.



https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/right-to-vote-for-nris

* The vast majority were issued 1o foreign nationals in the United States, United Kingdom,
Avustralia, and Canada.

e The focus on expanding the OCl card scheme highlights India's efforis to engage with and support
its overseas Indian communities around the world.



Curative
Petition




* Recently, the Supreme Court of India has provided significant relief
to the Delhi Metro Rail Corporation (DMRC) by setting aside its
2021 judgement.

« About the Curative Petition

* [t IS a concept that originated in India and iIs used as a last resort to
seek justice from the Supreme Court.

* It Is a rare legal remedy for those who believe they have been
wronged by the court’s decision.



Origin:

A curative writ jurisdiction as a layer of appeal against a
Supreme Court decision is not prescribed in the Constitution.

It is a judicial innovation, designed for correcting ‘grave
injustices’ in a ruling of the country’s top court.

The concept of a curative petition was first introduced by the
Supreme Court of India in the case of Rupa Ashok Hurra vs
Ashok Hurra and Anr (2002).



Procedure for Filing:

A curative jurisdiction can only be filed after a review plea has already been
dismissed by the Supreme Court.

It must be first circulated to a Bench of three senior-most judges, and the judges
who passed the concerned judgement, if available.

If the majority of the judges on this Bench agree that the matter needs hearing,
then it would be sent to the same Bench (as far as possible) which passed the
judgement affecting the petition.




Global Unicorn

Index 2024




In 2023, India had 67 startups (68 in
2022), ranking third globally behind the USA and

China. Indian founders have produced more
offshore unicorns than any other country.

India lacks unicorns in the Aerospace or
SpaceTech sector. Factors behind the decline
include a slowdown in India’s startup
ecosystem due to insufficient investment.



https://www.insightsonindia.com/tag/unicorn/

» Unicorns are privately held, venture-capital-backed
startups valued at $1 billion or more. The term was
coined by venture capitalist Aileen Lee in 2013
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