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Happiness can be found
even in the darkest of times, RN
if one only remembers to |

turn on the light.
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SRINAGAR
Leh Apex Body called off the
border march on Sunday, as
the Ladakh administration
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Israeli troops dig
up hostage’s body

JERUSALEM
israel said on Saturday that its
=pecial forces had recovered
the body of 3 hostage killed
while being held captive by the
Hamas in Gaza. » PAGE 12

CAA Rules allow dual citizenship: pleas in SC

Rules owerlook the ptereq\.ustte of ‘effective

T

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

he Rules of the Citi-
zenship {(Amend-
ment) Act do not
require foreign applicants
to effectively rencunce the
citizenship of their native
country. creating a po:
Bility for dual ciizenship
which is directly violative
of the Citizenship Ac

eti-
tioners have argued in the
Supreme

submissions
petitioners
ahead of the April 9 hear-
ing of their plea to stay the
CAA s said that Sec-
tion 9 of the Citizenship
Act of 1955 and Article 9 of
he Constitution

"> P

clearly and explicitly pro-
of

hibit the acquisition
dusal citizenship.

“Rife with defects”
The peritioners, led by the

ague. mpm_semed b) se-
nior advocate Kapil Sibal

Rules are rife with defects,
and have even overlooked

s say

Dual citizenship violative of Citizenship Act, 1955
and Article 9 of Constitution, petitioners argue

Fundamental
The s

que

erme Court is scheduled to hear the pleas against the

stion

CAR 3nd related rules on Apeil S

anether country s clearty

attributable ta the appiicant

= They ask wivy only & selected
ErouD of migrants are cipbie

ution from the target
oounlrles with  state
religions.
Butr_ only a -selected
~ of such migrants
are eligible for the benefits
of

= They see fundamental flaw
i claim that CA% and is rules
will help persecuted minorties

. makes the Rules both
~wultra vires and manifestly

sionality nother
s camety anri)uur

bile to the
“Allowing dual citizen-

ship. one of them being In-

¥~. they
The petitioners noted
that a presumption of reli-

glous persecution is inhe-

rent in the CAA_
e Union government
views the law as a r

for refugees who fled per-

the petitioners
Shid Exchuded refugee
groups remain
iile ts.  barred

zenshi
“Even while including
Pakistan in the list of coun-
tries, it fails to extend pro-
tection to [the] Ahmadiyva
gommunicy which Is one of
the persecuted
groups in Pakistan. It simi-
Tarl

ers submitted.
Refugees from Myanmar

trated there against Mus-
s who
are presently, due to perse-
cution, living in India un-
der abject conditions un-
der threat of deportation.
AN Snd s Rules
exclude Sri Lanka.
While the Statement of
Objects and Reasons of

‘Presumption of religious persecution’ inherent
in the Act, submissions filed ahead of hearing say

of undivided India. they
sasd.

“Flawed foundation®
“Thus, it is ex facie clear
that the foundational claim

that it fails to as it arbitrari-
1y chooses between perse-
cuted groups of different
kinds_ This is not merely an
issue of under inclusion
per s Rather, the exclu-

atheists and agnostic per-
sons who do not profess
any religion,” the petition-

the lack
e nrey rational en v the
stated object of enacting a
refugee policy,” the written
bmissions noted.

experience: The indian Space Odyssey

= Recreating the journey

Sounding Rockets to Gaganyaar, 2 sky show on the Gagamyaan masion lsunched by
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Pak. slams
Rajnath’s
‘provocative’
remarks

NEW DELHI

A day after Defence Minis-
ter Rajnath Singhs com-
ments that “if terrorists
run away to Pakistan, we
will enter Pakistan to kil
them”. the spokesperson
of Pakistan's Ministry of

New all-weather road adds
to Ladakhs strateglc heft

SRINAGAR

The latest feat of the Bor-

Roads Organisation
«on) in Ladakb, connect-
ing Himachal Pradesh and
Leh through the Nimmu-
Padam-Darcha road, has
come as a shot in the arm
forces sta-

Foreign Affairs on S:

tive remarks™. The spokes-
person ako asserted that
Pakistan stands resolute in
its ~intent and ability™ to
safeguard its sovereignty
against any “act of aggres-
sion~.
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States identify thousands of hectares of ‘degraded’
forest land to be offered for earning green credits

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELH

‘Weeks after the Union En-
vironment Ministry an-
nounced the rules for its
Green Credit Programme
(GCP), 10 States have iden-
gified parcels of degraded
forese land, totalling about
3.853 hecl.'u'es. that will be

forest and The
actual afforestation w

carrsed out by State forest
departments.

Two years after planting
— and following an evalua-
tion by the Internasional
Council of Forestry Re-
search Education
(ICFRE), an autonomous
body of the Environment

Eroups, public and private
sector units to earn — and

potentially tr: — green
credits.
A perusal of public doc-

u.vnenls by The Hindu sug-
gests. Chharttisgarh and
\Ladh)a ‘Pradesh atone ac-
for up to 40% of the

lares: Land made available.
r the scheme, re-
gistered and approved en-
tities can pay to finance af-

— each planted
tree could be worth one
“green credic.

Offset obligations
These green credits can
used by compa-

under Indias compensato-
ry afforestasion laws.
These laws oblige any

forestation projects in
specific tracts of

e

=

v or that

Greemng degraded la

nds

The chart shows the area (in hectares} of degraded forest land
avasable for aforestation
ap

Chhastisgam

ya where large
tracts have been historical-
Iy diverted for mini
ting contiguous non-forest
tand for compensatory at-

added si 3y -
dia’s depth in the
hostile
neighbourhood.

The BRO's  break-
through, achieved on

March 27. has paved the
way to open up the far-off
Zanskar Valley for the saf-
est ordnance depot, away

PYing eyes of

ows surface
movement from Leh to La-
Spiti_through the
world's highest tunnel at
Shinku La Pass at 16.580
feet, which is under
construction.

“It will be the first all-
weather road connecting
Ladakh to the rest of the
country,” an official said.

e tunnel is likely to be

<63

In face the Gomsenga-

companies and which is to
be used by States for affor-
of

is permitted to raze forest
and use that land for non-
forestry purposes, 1o pro-
vide

twice the amount of ‘de-
graded” forest land may al-
So be made for

Crores of unspent money,

simply because suitable
land for regenerating for-
ests, or

an amount
of non-forest land to forest
authorities and pay them

to affor th.
he condition is that such
close as possible

to the forest tracts which
have been razed. However,
if such land s

system, called che *
sent v:

n several Seates mclud-

ng C nd Mad-

the ICFRE, told The Hindu
that the scheme was cur-
rently in the ‘pilot stage's
so far, the appiicants have
been State and Central go-
vernment entities.

by 2025 Main-
taining logistics in the ab-
sence of all-weather roads
to the region, especially
during Ladakh's harsh win-
ters, has always been a

concern o security
strategises.
present. security

forces stock ration and am-
munition months I _ad-
vance to maintain a vigd on
the bo!d-.rs China, on the
other hand, has already de-
Veloped all-weather Toad
networks close to the Line

esh.
It is the third axis and

On the frontier: The BRO carries cut the work on the Shinku L
tunnel near the Zanskar river in Ladakh. PT1

the shortest route

gar-Leh road (439 km).

Once the Shinkula tun-
nel is thrown open in west-
ern Ladakh's Zanskar Val-
the mobilisation of
woops to Ladakh will be
much faster and less ex-

ed the current
routes passing close to the

road in Ladakh recently.
However, 1 am really con-
cerned that it might change

the landscape of Zanskar,
the land of rich culture and
heritage.” climate acti-

vist Sonam Wangchuk said
in a post on social media
placform X.

Advocate Mustafa Hail, a

and eastern Zanskar section is ~com-
areas, surrounded by Pa.  pletely neediess unless It s
kistan and China_ “It will a bigger plan”. “Not
make « the number of
ness much safer,” another  trees that will have to be
official said_ cut in the Suru Valley for

this project,” Mr. Haji

rehensions pointed out.

However, there are mur- The Zanskar Range in

murs of discontentment

Py to learn that BRO India
has connected the strategic
Nimmau-Padam-Darcha

Xargil, home to a unique
indigenous culture, sepa-
rates the Zanskar Valley

from the Indus Valley of
Leh. It is also the source of



States identify thousands of hectares of ‘degraded
forest land to be offered for earning green credits

[acob Koshy
NEW DELHI

Weeks after the Union En-
vironment Ministry an-
nounced the rules for its
Green Credit Programme
(GCP), 10 States have iden-
tified parcels of degraded
forest land, totalling about
3,853 hectares, that will be
available for individuals,
groups, public and private
sector units to earn — and
potentially trade — green
credits.

A perusal of public doc-
uments by The Hindu sug-
gests that Chhattisgarh and
Madhya Pradesh alone ac-
count for up to 40% of the
forest land made available.

Under the scheme, re-
gistered and approved en-
tities can pay to finance af-
forestation projects in
specific tracts of degraded

M

forest and wasteland. The
actual afforestation will be
carried out by State forest
departments.

Two years after planting
— and following an evalua-
tion by the International
Council of Forestry Re-
search and Education
(ICFRE), an autonomous
body of the Environment
Ministry — each planted
tree could be worth one
‘green credit’.

Offset obligations
These green credits can
then be used by compa-
nies which have diverted
forest land for non-forest
purposes and razed thou-
sands of trees to offset
some of their obligations
under India’s compensato-
ry afforestation laws.
These laws oblige any
industry or institution that

Greening degraded lands

The chart shows the area (in hectares) of degraded forest land

available for afforestation

M.P.
Chhattisgarh
Assam
Telangana
Bihar
Rajasthan
Gujarat
Maharashtra 176
Odisha 150
Daman & Diu [ 25

330

879

663

454
436
400
340

is permitted to raze forest
and use that land for non-
forestry purposes, to pro-
vide an equivalent amount
of non-forest land to forest
authorities and pay them
to afforest that land.

he condition is that such
land be as close as possible
to the forest tracts which
have been razed. However,
if such land is unavailable,

twice the amount of ‘de-
graded’ forest land may al-
so be made available for
compensatory afforesta-
tion.

Additionally, companies
must also compensate for
the value of the forest eco-
system, called the ‘net pre-
sent value’.

In several States includ-
ing Chhattisgarh and Mad-

hya Pradesh where large
tracts have been historical-
ly diverted for mining, get-
ting contiguous non-forest
land for compensatory af-
forestation is challenging.

In fact, the Compensa-
tory Afforestation Fund,
whose corpus comes from
the environmental com-
pensation money paid by
companies and which is to
be used by States for affor-
estation, has thousands of
crores of unspent money,
simply because suitable
land for regenerating for-
ests, revenue or degraded,
is unavailable.

Bhanudas Pingale, who
leads the programme at
the ICFRE, told The Hindu
that the scheme was cur-
rently in the ‘pilot stage’;
so far, the applicants have
been State and Central go-
vernment entities.
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INDIA'S 2030 TARGET

INDIARAMPS UP ITSLAND o . Land under
RESTORATION TARGET 4 . degradation:
India’s total : 96.4 Mha
geographical area: ; N
328,7 million ' India’s :‘gta:
hectares (Mha) geogmpar'::)

.
.
- .t
........

Restoration of degraded and  Causes of desertification and

deforested land by 2030: - land degradation:
- Over-exploitation (farm
India's India’s - practices using excessive chemical
old pledge  new target  fertilizers and pesticides), over-
(in 2015) (in 2019) - grazing, deforestation and

21Mha 26Mha  poor irrigation practices

- (Land degradation within dry land
- regions is called desertification)

Solutions: Afforestation, water resource management

and sustainable farm practices



New all-weather road adds
to Ladakh’s strateglc heft

Peerzada Ashiq
SRINAGAR

The latest feat of the Bor-
der Roads Organisation
(BRO) in Ladakh, connect-
ing Himachal Pradesh and
Leh through the Nimmu-
Padam-Darcha road, has
come as a shot in the arm
for security forces sta-
tioned in the region, and
added significantly to In-

dia’s strategic depth in the
hostile border
neighbourhood.

The BRO’s break-
through, achieved on
March 27, has paved the
way to open up the far-off
Zanskar Valley for the saf-
est ordnance depot, away
from the prying eyes of
China and Pakistan, offi-
cials privy to the develop-
ment told The Hindu.

The Nimmu-Padam-Dar-
cha road allows surface
movement from Leh to La-
haul-Spiti through the
world’s highest tunnel at
Shinku La Pass at 16,580
feet, which is wunder
construction.

On the frontier: The BRO carries out the work on the Shinku La
tunnel near the Zanskar river in Ladakh. PTI

the shortest route com- road in Ladakh recently.
pared with the currently However, I am really con-



ShIKu La rass at 16,580
feet, which is wunder
construction.

“It will be the first all-
weather road connecting
Ladakh to the rest of the
country,” an official said.

The tunnel is likely to be
completed by 2025. Main-
taining logistics in the ab-
sence of all-weather roads
to the region, especially
during Ladakh’s harsh win-
ters, has always been a

concern to  security
strategists.
At present, security

forces stock ration and am-
munition months in ad-
vance to maintain a vigil on
the borders. China, on the
other hand, has already de-
veloped all-weather road
networks close to the Line
of Actual Control (LAC).

The Nimmu-Padam-Dar-
cha road is just 298 km
from Manali in Himachal
Pradesh.

It is the third axis and

the shortest route com-
pared with the currently
operational = Manali-Leh
road (428 km) and Srina-
gar-Leh road (439 km).

Once the Shinkula tun-
nel is thrown open in west-
ern Ladakh’s Zanskar Val-
ley, the mobilisation of
troops to Ladakh will be
much faster and less ex-
posed than the current
routes passing close to the
northern and eastern
areas, surrounded by Pa-
kistan and China. “It will
make defence prepared-
ness much safer,” another
official said.

The apprehensions
However, there are mur-
murs of discontentment
among local people over
the project.

“On one hand, I am hap-
py to learn that BRO India
has connected the strategic
Nimmu-Padam-Darcha

road in Ladakh recently.
However, I am really con-
cerned that it might change
the landscape of Zanskar,
the land of rich culture and
heritage,” climate acti-
vist Sonam Wangchuk said
in a post on social media
platform X.

Advocate Mustafa Haji, a
social activist from Kargil,
said the construction of
four lanes on the Kargil-
Zanskar section is “com-
pletely needless unless it is
part of a bigger plan”. “Not
to mention the number of
trees that will have to be
cut in the Suru Valley for
this project,” Mr. Haji
pointed out.

The Zanskar Range in
Kargil, home to a unique
indigenous culture, sepa-
rates the Zanskar Valley
from the Indus Valley of
Leh. It is also the source of
the Suru river, which flows
through Kargil.
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VIKAS PATHAK
NEW DELHC JAIPUR, APREL 6
ATTACKING THE Congress over
s Lok Sabia e o
released a day eartier, Prime
Modi

Minister Nasendra
said Saturday thac the

Indl.\ into pieces™
par Bharat ke Dekde karme
B boo aa rahi hai).

MALLICA JOSHI
NEW DELHL APRIL &

AAN AADMIL Rajya Sabha
mesmber Sanjay Singh. who was
granted bail by the Supreme

Cust in the Del icise case,

urday sasd lepasture of
Nitish Kumar from the INDIA
Bboc was a major adding

The tndian Express.

prepare 2 commeo:
program:
Sabfia

ions.
Singh was a key member in

BJPT, ARGE
FORASKING WHAT
RAJ.

STHAN TO
DOWITHKASHMIR >

He said: “Today the country

manifesto has the stamp fought for freedom died
the Muslim -

the party blamed for the ma:m.ng BJP elec-

Partition — and ~ev, peCiSIon|  ton callies in Saharanpur

page reeks of breaking 2024 in weszern UP and Agmser

in Rajasthan, Modi also
cxiticised the Congress:

TARGETS OPPOSITION PARTY’'S PROMISES TO MINORITIES

Cong manifesto has stamp of Muslim League,
each page reeks of breaking the nation: Modi

Slams Congress for skipping Ayodhya
temple ceremony: Is it appropriate?

Prime Minister Narendra Modi in Saharanpur and Congress

=

Nitish exit setback,
INDIA bloc needs
common agenda,
says Sanjay Singh

‘Congress should declare candidates in
Delhi soon so that campaign can start”

SaNiay SpvGE
FAIYASABHA WP AAM

sasem Past

rest in October 1ast year. Ar that

the Janata Dal (Ursted) pees-
ident and Bihar Chief Mingster
s 2 vocal anti-BIP leades.

juadge you kindly.
You can be renemibered either

in Jaipur.

THE BooTH, AT HOME

Sonia: Intimidating Opp,
making them join BJP...
democracy is in danger

e CONG'S MANIFESTO
AN ZANCAN SOLAOFINDIARARR.
rORMER C 2024: PacEs 8.10

The Prame Minister Narendea

manifesto, Sonia Gandhi said,
“There was 2 time when,

heir Cur greas
ancestoes searched for and fourd
the lghs of independence fram

yoke of darkness Afier

Senior citi
panel. in a first for LS poils,

ED

Madurai Tamil Nadu.on Saturday. T ﬂ?y“

the

85

From Odisha to Cambodia via Vietnam:
How agents duped Indlan job-seekers

what the ser- /ho once spoke
back faced by the INDIA bloc 50 oux against the BJP and now
far was. Singh said: ~Nitish m befoce it will be re-
Kumar ji° was com- = be said.
le(e'yu Poced Hie was a5~ Asked about the breakdowr
of talks the bioc and suaiT Brsovt
befag oppos-l-on parcies (o,  West Bengal Chief & KIRAN
gether and he then joined NDA.  Mamata Banerjee. hesaid there  BHUBANESWAR SENGALURL.
wasa i APRILS
per iMmpacts your image. You  Tween the Trinamool Congress

may be able to get power and

chief and Nitish Kumar
~She

I don't deny that. But i
Switch sides over and

you
over again,

thing pos-
sible 0 stand agairsst BJP. She is
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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ANCHOR

INIKNLWEKAR
NEW DELHL APRIL &

THE WORLD

EGYPT TO HOST GAZA
TALKS

: HAMAS TO
D TEAM, ISRAEL
UNDECIDED
uUsS. AUS
JAPAN. PHILIPPINES
TO STAGE MILITARY
DRILLS IN SCS race 12

forests of mairiand
Inctia— sustained themseives o
Socal

desr) — the scapke food for Large
peedatoes in

Stbhash Chandra Bose fsland,
which laes east of Post Blair and
does nothave. -
1ial enclaves. But now. with the

WITH HIS j0b 25 3 computer op-

erator in Hyderabad barely

Snough to make ends meet.
bandhu Sahu

&

forced into cyber
onthe issue

Gream Ve eaafy Oher youtts
from his focality in Odisha's
Ganjam district — to migrate
over

Turrm 2 i vilkage th Start sonne-

cal fued sta
Sahu, a resident of Biswa-
nathpur village who weas among

chital ation has strecched
Beyond the canying capaciey of
the place.” said the-
To deal with the -invasive
gpecies, the department has
been seeking solutions — o ei-
ther rehabilitate the chital o¢ re-

merly Rass 1stand) because the
popul

crime: )

an estimated 5.000 Indians
sbo

the Cenare is coltaborating with

into cyber critne, returned after

e and 4 repatriated bou

Dxpress spoke 0 two men from
who

et it i

in September Last yeas
After a repoet by The Indian
gEing the circum-

stances of the 5.000-plus
Indians, the MEA last week said

fxarm All of therm had Similar o
rees tocell

MHA to file
CBI complaint
for action
against agents
-MLI‘NDERSINGN

NEW DELHIL APRILE

NIA team attacked
in West Bengal,
Mamata & BJP in

new war of words

Officer injured, vehicle damaged as
agency arrests 2 in 2022 blast case

SWEETY KUMARI

& ATRIMITRA
KOLKATA COOCH BEHAR
APRILE

WEST BENGAL Chief Ministes
and TMC leader Mamata
Banerjee and the O 5P
were locked in 3 new blame
game Saturday after a team

the Maxiceal ‘foicidgacion

Case in Which three persons
were killed in December 2022
B a statement. the NIA said
one of its team members sus-
fained a minar injary and it of.
ficial vehicie was damaged as it

curity component from maving

After tax searches, FDI
questions, BBC hives
off newsroom in India
as separate company

BBC applies for 26% stake in Collective
Newsroom, a first in its global ops

RITIKA CHOPRA
NEW DELHI APR® 6

LESS THAN a year after being

questioned by Income Tax au-
thorities for alleged violations,
its news-

BBC has hived o
room in India. handing over its
publishing license to a private

E 3 months

= after

= ® attacked
THE ATTACK on the
central agency team
Beought back memories
of Sandeshkhali where
an Enforcement
Derectorate team was as-

towards Bhupatinagar police
n to complere the arrest
Tormalitics NIA has todged &
1ocal police sta-

thon in this regard. Manorama
CONTINUED ONPAGE 2

digital
Marathi, Punjabs, Tamil. and

Telugu

The BEC is leamt to have ap-
plied 10 the Indian Soverrment
for 2 26 stake in this peivate lim-

ed cor:
g Jn. Gt Enccistive OMcer
of the Collective Newssocen. said.
s

by
) — a furstfoe

of

DAY [ ¥
External Alfairs said they have
rescued 250 Indians from
Camnbodia the ! of Home

Aftairs nnirg €0 file a com-
plaint with the CBI asking the
agency to take legal action

e agents who explaited
their desperation. a job that
Tur o be nothing more

against
Indian Express
ported by The Indion Express,
Ower 5.000 peopbe are suspected

the public service s
global operations anywhere in
the woetd.

Lnder LS sy Setange
ment, StaTng next week. a
Vate Bmited conmpany calicd the
“Calllective Newsroom™ has been
set up by fous former BBC em-

ployees. Ies India offh pro-
duce all of the India content in

2

Overrun by invasive chital, a tiny Andaman

for the BEC's

island counts the

Andaman and Nicobar Forest
ment resched out 1o the

Dehradun-based  Wildhife
Instimuste of India (WL seeking

w

grant their license to publish to

another entity...We will noc
jour

I, Who was the Senior news.

editor 3t BEC India._ is one of the

fous founding sharebolders of
oliective

1 The atso

Shared a Iist of officials. includ-

ing officers from Madhya
adesh and Chbart

rest
aretired forest of-

manage th lhe deer population.
rest dey

a Bose Dweep!
iological Park Chidivatapu @
mini 200 in

laits responscia o= ins take Masch,

ficial froem West Bengal, Wil sci-

from the wna-re Trust of india,
ar

Bedides this. WII toid the
Union Territory administratson
that  capturing ungulates

ani ) was 3 ~com-

plex process” that required

INTRODUCED TO the And. by ocate them . Under
| and Nicobar istands for game  muxhof meca-  the
earty 1900 by the Nicobar  an officer of the rank of Chiel
| Bricists. 2 herbivore that it Forest Department has been  Wildlife Warden can permit
plied unchecked for years inthe  spending T15-20 kkh per month s purpase of
large has  si past i

becor: ucl - p hat such
¥asive” problem for the Union - The Axdion Bqwess. tion should cause
Territory's suthord “There is negligible ground  trauwma o anie

Tor pears. the chical (spocted leftan Bose Bstind {Sor— February 13. the

shouid be held with
“select officials™ to develop
i handling the chical

of the species. the
diseases they suffes from. thess

pe
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JANTAR MANTAR PROTEST

AAP seeks probe into
‘BJP’s liquor scam’

NEWS » PAGE 4

A vote split gives
{7-BIJP the edge

IinU.P’s Nagina

NCP (SP) LEADER
Khadse says he will
rejoin BJP in 15 days

STATES » PAGE 3

WORLD MEALTH DAY

The subject of
suicide

in India

No lives should be lost
to silence and inaction

surer GlanT
Yash delivers for LSG,
Shepherd stars for Ml

SPORT » PAGE 16

IURK:
Days after 3 row broke out in
Merala over the Doordarshan’s
telecast of the aliegedly
iztamophotbic film The Kerafa
Story, the idukki diocese of the
Syro-Malabar Church stepped

screering the fam for
catechism students. » PAGE 2

Traders rue underpriced onion exports to the UAE

Centre has permitted 24,400-tonne shi
to the country amid definite

some shipments allowed
by the government to
Kets such as the UAE have
been sold at a pittance,
even as global prices have
soared, yielding windfall
profits for  selected
importers.

An Indian farmer s be-
ing paid just T12t0 215 for a

more than 120 a ke.

porters alleged.
Fearing

December,
ot e 1ndennl!ely et

th a quarterly
mpo( 500 tonnes. While
owver 3,000 tonnes of such

were cleared last
month, the ¢ -

* ban on exports

nistry last week okayed an
additional 10,000 tonnes
for the UAE. -over and
above~ the quarterly
quota.

shor-
tage of the politically sensi-
tive crop, ment
had imposed a ban on its

usua.lly global enion pric-
he $300-100 a
toane mnge. In recent

S$500 to $550 a tonne, ex-

I ing price set too low, triggering windfall E:
profits for selected importers, allege exporters

likely on the additional

3,600 tonnes of export qu-
ota available for that coun-
wry tll June,” a leading ex-
porter

go through government-owned bodies,

Xports
but importers are report

porters identified to re-
celve these shipments are
reportedly private traders

produce told The Hindu.
These exports are being

s,
not government sse-wle;
dealing with food security

the National

As 1= typical for trade
deals,

ly private traders

which onions are being
sold abroad are lower than
International prices, which
were $1,450 a tonne
at the ume. The

nistry of Cooperation.

Online tendering
Exporters were told that

zaar portal.
On the UAE side, the im-

pliers e e eo bid
for the lowest e
price ey can offer;
buyers were al ted
0 be picked on the highest

merce, Consumer Affairs,
snd-Coopermtioe b the

Pro-
Assocta-
king clari-

and sec-

fagged
Cerns that the prices ac

the export pnce_ and iden:
ufying the exporters and
importers under this win-

dow, went ed_An
Agriculture Ministry
source said it was only con-
cerned th providing

Yellen
Li, highlights
improved dtes

sEuNG
U.S. Treasury Secretary

‘efien sent = message of
cooperation at a meeting on
Sunday with Chinese Premier
Li Qiang. highlighting the
improvemnent in relatons since.
e visit to China last year,
while recognising that major
differences remain. » PAGE 14

KIGALY
Rwandan President Paut

Kagame on Sunday blamed
the inacticn of international

Rainbow field

Treat to the eyes: Tulps of different colours in full bloom at the Indira Gandhi Memoriat Tulip Garden in Srinagar on Sunday. MISSAR AHNAD

No Israeli embassy safe, says
Iran after attack on mission

JERUSALEM

A top Iranian military ad-
viser on S warned Is-
rael that none of &ts embas-

attack on a diplomatic mis-
sion could be met with a si-

response..

Israel has not directly
acknowledged fts involve-
ment.

The Consular Section of the
wanian Embassy in Damascus,
destroyed by airstrikes
sraet A

Syria
Blamed on I

marks six months._
“None of the embassies

threaten to draw West Asia
into a wider conflict as Is-
rael’s war against Hamas

agency.
He spoke at a ceremony
in Tehran for the generals

Esrael to pull
back some troops

JERUSALEM
israel's military announced cn

This election season, MSMESs pursue
candidates with GST reform demands

cetha

M. Soundari:
COIMBATORE

More than six years since
the Narendra Tegime
rolled out the Goods and
Services Tax (GST), the Is-
sue r a bone of con-
tenton in several MSME
cro, small

nati
aia Manufa-:!u:rers Organi-

: There are seven crore MSMES across the country

Iysed many of these unirs.
“MSMEs do the

2nd 3n estimated 12 crore people are dependent on it WA SERAM

e MSME clusters in
Colimbasate t Tammil Nada

pected o provide at least

and L in Punjab,
assoclations have submit-
ted their demands to can-
didates contesting the elec-

and

of the MSME Develop'nent

2 . said_

owever, aver  the

years, GST slabs have para-
cpe

Those micro or small-
scale units that are unable
to do so are losing busi-
ness, Mr. Jha said.

T demand & olm-
batore is the reduction of
G Iabour charges un-
dertaken by the micro and
. “The rate

a!hi after a

initially 15%
Jot of represencations, &t
was reduced to 12%. It
should be either 5% or nil.”

R. Ramamurthy, former
president of the Coimba-
tor, ict Small Indus-
tries Assncl.unnn. bdA

‘While

Modi, Mamata exchange barbs over
attack on NIA officials in Bhupatinagar

Shiv Sahay Sin,
KOLKATA

The attack on National In-

Unlon government s.ald i
ould reduce the rates

ponent units pay 28
for some of the compo
nents. For ©

Agency NIA)
officials at Bhupati

to the spares market, the
annot

aders.
wani
f1s corrupt leaders and ex-
to a free Ni-
el for terror. That is

rive here. The TMC is a par-

s geta IIL\' IIL\IK
why they Indule in artack when Cenaral
agencies arrive here

That ks

tinagar blast of 2022 was an
attempt to target its party
Jeaders before the Lok Sab-

“Unprovoked attack”
Amidst the political war of
words, the NIA issued a

and now even ifa o

NARENDRA MODI, Frise Missicr saying that

there was “no mala fide in-

They are trving to arrest oar tent in a in tina-

andliciates and booth-level gar blast case”, claiming

leaders.. Ram Navami is approachin that the artack on its team
Ser explodes. the was “unprovoked".

NIA will take over the investigation = o maice it chemr that

MAMATA BANERS!

nerjee said In a social me-
d ia post. Addressing a rally
on Sunday, Chief

Miniscer Mamata Bancrjee
“They are trying to ar-

rest our dates and
leaders... Ram

This has been represented | the rule of law and consti- aa;pqaengx] orchestrat-
to the local candidates, Up- | tutional norms.” Mr. Modi inst
S| . president, | said at a public meeting in Trinamosy Teaders amid

an. the Model Code of Con-

Commercial Undertakings, Earlier in the day, the duct. While this collusion
sasd. 1 Congress helda  persists, the ECI stands by,
press alleging silent, ne-

GST NEEDS REFORM: KELKAR
» PAGE &

that BIP leader Jitendra Ti-
‘warl met an NIA official on

glecting its duty to ensure
Fair play.” Trinamool gener-

Navami is

and
now even if a cracker ex-

investigation in the Bhupa-

have
ocutraging the modesty of

ainst N1A offi-
in_connection with
uffle with local peo-
ple on Saturday.
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‘Release list
of people who
i B

-~

Madhya Pradesh Cangress on
Sunday dared the nsng BJF
o release the list of 2.58 lakh
peapte, most of them from
the grand old parky, who
e the saffron cutfit as
claimed by its leaders.

ister Marottam

Mishira had on Satunday
claimed that mare than 2.58

said, adding that the BJF was
Fisleading peaple. Fr

i Bhopal in thes fe phato.

The pall body has slse
instiated a campaign urgng
peaple to first werify then

THE HINDL

ampEfy what they get an
social media related to

First-ti
Turmeng 18°
them ta come to the palling
station 1o vote, Vou are the
Qe campasgn seeks 1o
recognize importance of
dfferent stakeholders in the
electon process. Fm

carnpasgn, urging

Prime Ministe:
Narenca Meodi

says Twill Arish

corruption. bur the INDT

is their working stvbe

2. DDA
R poesidern

Im & jalt to the Oppasstion
Bharatiya Janats Party, the
party's Odisha unit
vicepresident Leshass
Sam.

party and joined the
Janats Dal (BJD] shead of the
Lok Sabha and State

Amsernbly elections. =

10 g0 on long leave. This

Over 73,000
applications
received or

Suvidha: EC

received over 73,000 applications.
since the Lok Sabha election was a
seeking permission For v:

ca activitse.

Erounds, epening temporary offices
and o vans, the EC
sakd. More than 44,600 reguests have been

“Mearly 15% rejected”
©f the total requests received, nearly 11,200
atbons

nmber D‘rer_pjeglswsﬂ

EC data show number of
women candidates grew
16-fold from 1957 to 2019

F s show number of women candidates has never crossed LOOCO: flagging lack of political will
Cemre for Social Research director savs parties give fewer oppormunities, harder sears o women

NUMBER THECRY

FeEW DELHL

m 1957, there were just
45 women sl
contesting

1957 10 14-4% in 2019. The
umbrer of

dates on the n(her I’mn“l
has o 1474 in

1957 1o 7,322 in 2009
This means that the
number of men contesting
has multiplled five smes;
rovth has

In L1957, & mere 2.9% of
candidates were women;
in 2015, they made up
around 9% of the total pool
of candsdates.

OO0
Gender-wise dara are
not available for the Arst
Lok Sabha election in 1952,
Aperusal of the EC data
shows that in the second

Women legislatars

The chart shows the share af wemen in Lok Sabha e ans] and the
number of wamen conbestants (Fight-a

1s
o moren o P

ETTCa

indicaring a _48.85% suc:
cess rate. has  de-
Flined  consttendy  ever
In 2018, women's

ndidates

muore and = are
entering the fray. pol-
ftical analyss Tara Krish-
naswanmy, x of

eo-
the NGO Political Shakri

a marker for any trends in
the winnability of men and

women; i sim|

mply reflects

p‘laying field, she says.

PDP to contest all 3
Lok Sabha seats in
the Kashmir Valley

SHEINAGAR
“Thi rmocratic
Party (PP} on Sunday an-

o it feeld candi-

Sabha seats in the Kashmir
Walley, with party presi-
dent Me i con-

Kashmir's

The POP leaders’ entry
into the Valley's slectoral
battlefield reflects the fai-
lure of the INDLA bloc and
the J&Klevel People's Al

ferences over seat sharing.
Howwever, Ms_ Mufti sald
her party Had decded to

Party prosident

@ warii

“Our  su to  the
Congress is unconditional,
without a rider for their
support to us, because we

mount in the se--
curing the democratic and
stustion: F o

x
and dignity, “especially in
the five oars under
e “Noters need to

Azad brews a storm in a ‘teapot,
amid worries of vote split in Nagina

Sobhana K. Nair
FEAGINA (UTTAR PRADESH)
Al fhe clanot of ~ S

Party Al Ki Baar
Ketti D have tested all

for his rescue act. The refe-

el . mational presi- e two frames capture
dent of the Azad Samaj the dilemma of the voters
. (Kanshiram), a four-  of Nagina.
year-old _political  outfit, The constitue
s Aghting its first Lok formed in 2008 after the
sabha elect Last round of delimita ,
Ketli or tea) i ed  Samajwadi
election symbol. With poll-  Party, BJP and BSP candi-
ing just 10 days away, the  dstes The only dme 2 Bie

ro-door, asking for
Juiot s o eariier, Bal.
Jan Samaj Party (BSP) lead-
er and Mayawar's helr ap-

regional parties
joined hands, the BSP,

Akash Anand, inhis  which got the Seat, landed
debut campaign speech,  aneasy major-

sed a modest crowd ity of the electorate here
Just S away. »r. are Muoslims and

not to be “misled” by the
“messiah~ and not to fall

i p ]

acdressing the mecs in Bijnoe on Saturdmy. SHICEUMER PUSHPASAS

render Pal Singh and Mr.
Azad — and this gives the
B[P an edge.
The Azad Samaj Pary
that th,

the SP failed, when Jayant
Chandhary, who was adwo-

cating for a berth for him,
Joined hands with the B[P,
“on one end they claim
this is the Last election and
that the BJP will amend the
Constitution

their & s, M.
Azad sakd. But then as an
afterthon . he shrugs
and adds, ~In democracy,
no one gives way to wou,
wou  have carve your
o -
With M.

port from the party since

Going for broke in Udhampur, the
big border constituency in J&K

Lage on behalf of her hus-

band, Choudhary Lal

singh, a rwo-time MP from
el

prur
M. Choudhary,  the
Congress candidate, has
been fielded apainst the
BIP's Jitendra Singh, who
won the previous Lok Sab-
ha elections with a huge
margin.

During the 2014 Lok
o Choud-

he was ey
sm-ybyu.e ate. He ar-
es against the narrative,
Satming ot e mieie has
faced the bullets. He is
equally dismissive of criti-
cism by Mr. Anand. ~He
was born with a silver
spaan, he is yet to learn a
from me.” he says
M. Azad was seen by
many as the poster boy of
Dalit politics, who, they
., willl Al the vacuoam
left behind by the BSP,
whose presence in the As-
semibly and Parliament has

been depletng.
Bur standing alone, Mr.
Azad has little ch o

that many
predict for him, st lease in
this election.

mar.
ry, wiho had a brief stint

e BIP and was a i

nister in the then BIP-Peo-

Facing off:

hampur districes, and has a
S0% Hindu and 0% Mus-
lim populstion

Adver

mr.  Choudhary
quit the BIP to Wntﬁl the
government's

fuar-bigihitl ey InJ&l(.

was arrested

Congress camdidate Choudhary Lst Singh addressing =
Dublic mesting =t Hiranagar in Kathua destrice an April L as

ty and we have
enough resources.  Now,
we hawve the organ

Ecing,™ Andotra
Busy MDT
Some people at

rers Office (PMO) keeps
Thim. bassy.

Asha Dewi, allas Baby, a
BIF worker, has been cam-
palgning for Mr. singh in
villages in Kathua and Hira-
magar, which share a bor-
der with Pakistan. ~How
can you expect a person

or Mr. Singh this
week. “If Mr. Singh
wrinning hhy, what




EC data show number of
women candidates grew
16-fold from 1957 to 2019

Figures show number of women candidates has never crossed 1,000; flagging lack of political will,

Centre for Social Research director says parties give fewer opportunities, harder seats to women

NUMBER THEORY

Sreeparna Chakrabarty
NEW DELHI

n 1957, there were just
l 45 women candidates

contesting the Lok
Sabha election; by 2019,
this figure had risen to 726,
Election Commission data
show. The percentage of
women in Parliament has
increased from 4.5% in
1957 to 14.4% in 2019. The
number of male candi-
dates, on the other hand,
has grown from 1,474 in
1957 to 7,322 in 2019.

This means that the
number of men contesting
has multiplied five times;
for women, the growth has
been 16-fold.

In 1957, a mere 2.9% of
candidates were women;
in 2019, they made up
around 9% of the total pool
of candidates. However,
the number of women can-
didates has never yet
crossed 1,000.

Gender-wise data are
not available for the first
Lok Sabha election in 1952.

A perusal of the EC data
shows that in the second

Women legislators

The chart shows the share of women in Lok Sabha (left-axis) and the

number of women contestants (right-axis) over time

15

W% of women in Parliament ==Women contestants

0
1957 1967 1977

-85

1984

]
2019

1991
-92

1998 2004

Lok Sabha election in 1957,
of the 45 women candi-
dates in the fray, 22 won,
indicating a 48.88% suc-
cess rate. That has de-
clined consistently ever
since; in 2019, women’s
success Trate was just
10.74%, as only 78 of the
726 women candidates
won their seats.

In the case of male can-
didates, their winning per-
centage dropped from
31.7% in 1957 to just 6.4% in
2019. This is not, however,
a marker for any trends in
the winnability of men and
women; it simply reflects

the fact that the number of
candidates of both sexes
has grown even as the
number of seats in the Lok
Sabha remained the same,
experts note.

“This just shows the ma-
turing of the Indian de-
mocracy and the fact that
more and more women are
entering the fray,” says pol-
itical analyst Tara Krish-
naswamy, co-founder of
the NGO Political Shakti.

On the huge gap bet-
ween the numbers of wo-
men and men candidates,
experts say that women
have much fewer oppor-

tunities to contest. “The
winnability of women is
higher, but there is a lack
of will among parties to
give them opportunities to
contest,” says Ranjana Ku-
mari, women’s rights acti-
vist and the director of the
Centre for Social Research.
Even when they do, she
says, “parties generally
give more difficult seats to
women. They may be put
up against strong candi-
dates or those who can be
categorised as having more
muscle and money power.”
There is thus no level
playing field, she says.




Women In
Indlan Parliament

Lok Sabha (Total Member = 543)

2019 81 (15.03%)
2014 68 (12.5%)

2009 64 (11.7%)

2004 52 (9.5%)

1952 [0 24 (4.41%)

The global

average for the
share of women
parliamentarians
stood at

24.6% Rajya Sabha (Total Member = 245)

2022 29 (12%)
2020 25 (10.2%)
12014 (12.7%)

1970

1952

14 (5.8%)
15 (6.9%)

Average share of women A
MLAs in State legislatures
(2008-2018):

Chhattisgarh Women in the Union Council of Ministers

Rajasthan N 2019 13
13.8% , A Pradesh 2014 10
11.7% 2009 14

West B

X

2004
2.2% 1952

10



The Countries With the Most
Women in National Parliament

Share of women in the national unicameral or lower house
of parliament (as of Jan 2022)

1; Rwanda & 61.3%

Cuba &= [N 53.4%
Nicaragua < | 50.6%
Mexico () [ 50.0%
UAE C [ 50.0%
New Zealand & [ 40.2%
Iceland 5 I 47.6%

ol g R R LN

Globale

)
average
F‘ 26.0%

72. us. € I 27 7%

Source: Inter-Parliamentary Union

@O statista %a




FEMALE REPRESENTATION IN PARLIAMENT

Seats Held by Women in Parliament Around the World

0 2020 Mapbox @ OpenStreetMap

This map shows the proportion
of seats held by women in their

" national parliaments around

the world. Use the slider below
to see how the distribution
changed over recent years.

Year
12019

o[«][>]

. % of Seats Held by Women

Values represention exact
proportion in percentage
extracted from data.un.org.



Average number of Women in National Parliaments in
different regions of the world World
Average
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Where Are The Women?
India has fallen behind in women's representation in parliament

Bangladesh China  France India  Italy Pakistan South UK, 1.5,
Africa

+ Propartion of seats held by women in national parliament in 2018
Source: World Bank
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How genetics is revealing the biology
of skin colour is more than skin-deep

Advances in

the complex interplay between genes and
the environmen:

Tomther with its colour, skin opens a
window into the under] human

<colour of the es
rein help clinicians ose a number
of medical condstions. For .

an
chemotherapy agents, also cause skin

ed rec

- CHURCH OF THE KING/UNSPLASH

“varieties” based on skin colour. The
Austrian anthropologist and explorer

Fellx von Limchan designeda acale wiih
which to compare skin colour in the 1%th
century. The acale has 36 colours and

e S
apes around 1.2 million years ago by
and

The diversity of skin colour across

human populations is a product of

human genetics, migration. and the
genes and

Tonga people of Africa and 120 times

regressive
The latest advances in g.mom.s are

hair

Skin colour is also

plgmentar
mfura“ofsldnsslgnlﬁrameand used to

wonder, its has also been the basis

‘of soctal hierarchies, racism, and other

forms of the

biological basis of skin and the

divers| of skin colour could instead

foster a deeper appi of human

differences and promote

one of the more striking phenotypes
cateributes produced by genes®
with the

Light and dark skin
The pigment melanin determines the

humans, beng closely related to thelr
migration and adaptation as they moved
out of Africa around 100,000 years ago.

have found genes assoclated

«colour of the skin. It is
call

Carl
Linnaeus classified humans into four

ge:
with the melanocortin 1 receptor, a
protein associated with the creation of
light skin, in the DNA of Neanderthals
from Spain and Italy but not from Croatia.
and not in Denisovans.

A few genes
As r for modern-day human skin colour:
hypothesis

Fesit of nantal 5

Harvard Medical School, together with

he envit biology of skin e paper
published in the journal Nature Genetics
in January 2024, researchers at the
several of

suggested Europeans became mostly
light-skinned at least 4,000-6,000 years
ago. Later, the admixture of global

rshxveh ypothesised a high
and

editing and chromosomal
capare to identify the regulators of
of genes involved in skin

n. They identified the

also identified a new gene,

CYB561A3, that regulates skin
This work

repertoire of genes we know to be

of skin
gain insights into the biological p:
evolutionary

combined to create anomaly. and our
well as complexities of social
Inspiration to harmony norms, privilege, and ice.
uman ge nditions like albinism — | Embr: prepares us to
which remulis in pardal or complete loss embrace the rich heritage of humankind
pigment tn the skin — provide insights | and inspires us to serive for more
=l s biology of skin harm X
how soctety addresses peoy |ewuhum (The authors are senior consultants at
conditions. Around one in 20.000 the Care Fe
around i and adj professors at the

s
to have this condition, but the prevalence
could be 20 times higher among the

uencr
Institute of Technology, Kanpur. All
opinions expressed are personal.)

genome
1 conformational

rocesses
history as

'l‘llE GIST

Sciertizts believe exposure to
the

of Menca. 106,000 years ago

~
Modern-day human sk
colour developed aut of

in Europeans
around 11,000-19,000 yeors
age

BIG SHOT

Volsnic vt gy Esnadie A 5 exeer D Crater 8 the fixtt i e of the st iuemst crader o the B Volran s Sicty, iety, o Fric . Whilk thes pmm conditons under
still nown,

the emitting e

y are the result of

uit and

WHAT IS IT?

Gape limitation: are you a big eater?

Arkatapa Basu

in ecology, ‘gape limitation’ stands
for the idea that a predator can only
eat things that fit in its n\oulh
Imagine a snake ng

rabbit. If the rabbit is too blg m fitin
the snake’s mouth, gape limitation
says the latter won't be able to eat it.
Researchers pay attention to the
concept because it specifies which
animals can eat which other animals.
redators can

, i
predator's mouth isnt big enough to
devour it, perhaps those animals are
safe from that predator. This huner
<an in turn lead to evolutionas
pressure that selects the predalol‘s
ability to eat smaller prey ol

ersety, adaptations in the
predator’s behaviour to overcome
gape limitation.
Gape limitations also influence how
animals evolve over time. Prey
Znimals might get faster or rgrow

gger to avoid being ea

Dretators with smalier mouth. O
the other hand, predators may
evolve larger mouths to eat larger
prey.
Understanding gape limitations is
essential to predicting how changes
in predator or prey populations,
changes In habitats, and/or
environmental disturbances could
affect the structure and function of
=
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Gape limitation: are you a big eater?

Arkatapa Basu

In ecology, ‘gape limitation’ stands
for the idea that a predator can only
eat things that fit in its mouth.
Imagine a snake trying to eat a
rabbit. If the rabbit is too big to fit in
the snake’s mouth, gape limitation

says the latter won’t be able to eat it.

Researchers pay attention to the
concept because it specifies which

animals can eat which other animals.

For example, small predators can
only eat small prey, while bigger
predators can eat bigger prey. From
the prey’s point of view, if a
predator’s mouth isn’t big enough to
devour it, perhaps those animals are
safe from that predator. This barrier
can in turn lead to evolutionary
pressure that selects the predator’s
ability to eat smaller prey or,
conversely, adaptations in the
predator’s behaviour to overcome
gape limitation.

Gape limitations also influence how
animals evolve over time. Prey
animals might get faster or grow
bigger to avoid being eaten by
predators with smaller mouths. On
the other hand, predators may
evolve larger mouths to eat larger
prey.

Understanding gape limitations is
essential to predicting how changes
in predator or prey populations,
changes in habitats, and/or
environmental disturbances could
affect the structure and function of

Small predators can only eat small prey, while
bigger predators can eat bigger prey. GETTY IMAGES

ecosystems. The study of gape limitations
also helps researchers understand the
intricate dynamics of animal interactions
and the cascading effects they have on
biodiversity.
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INDIA URGENTLY NEEDS TO SHIFT TO SOLAR POWER, SAYS CJI-LED BENCH

Right against adverse effects of climate
change part of rights to life, equality: SC

States owe a duty of care to citizens... right to a healthy, clean environment part of this duty: Court

ANANT
NEW DELHI APR®L 7
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INDIA URGENTLY NEEDS TO SHIFT TO SOLAR POWER, SAYS CJI-LED BENCH

Right against adverse effects of climate
change part of rights to life, equality: SC

States owe a duty of care to citizens... right to a healthy, clean environment part of this duty: Court

ANANTHAKRISHNANG
NEW DELHI, APRIL 7

IN A significant ruling, the
Supreme Court has expanded
the scope of Articles 14and 21 to
include the “right against the ad-
verse effects of climate change”.

“Article 48A of the
Constitution provides that the
State shall endeavour to protect
and improve the environment
and to safeguard the forests and
wildlife of the country. Clause (g)
of Article 51A stipulates that it
shall be the duty of every citizen

of India to protect and improve
the natural environment includ-
ing forests, lakes, rivers and
wildlife, and to have compassion
for living creatures. Although
these are not justiciable provi-
sions of the Constitution, they
are indications that the
Constitution recognises the im-
portance of the natural world,” a
three-judge bench presided by
Chief Justice of India D Y
Chandrachud has said.

“The importance of the envi-
ronment, as indicated by these
provisions, becomes a right in
other parts of the Constitution.

dgJinpy
Chandrachud
wrote the
ruling for the
bench

Article 21 recognises the right to
life and personal liberty while
Article 14 indicates that all per-
sons shall have equality before
law and the equal protection of
laws. These Articles are impor-
tant sources of the right to a
clean environment and the right
against the adverse effects of cli-

mate change,” it said.

While the bench, also com-
prising Justices ] BPardiwala and
Manoj Misra, gave the ruling on
March 21, the detailed order was
only uploaded on Saturday
evening.

“Despite governmental pol-
icy and rules and regulations
recognising the adverse effects
of climate change and seeking to
combat it, there is no single or
umbrella legislation in India
which relates to climate change
and the attendant concerns,” the
court noted. “However, this does

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Expanding
@ scope

EXPLAINED

THE SUPREME Court has,
from time to time, ex-
panded the fundamental
rights chapter to include
various facets of a digni-
fied existence. However,
this is the first time that it
has included the “right
against the adverse
effects of climate change”.




Licence uncertainty
saw PC imports up,
China share spiked

after plan scrapped

China share in total imports rose from
70% in Aug-Oct to 87.5% in Nov-Jan

CHINA’S RISING SHARE IN LAPTOP IMPORTS

Licensing curbs were imposed in Aug and almost
immediately deferred till Oct, when plan was dropped
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The southern states of India, particularly Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh,
and Telangana, are facing a severe water crisis due to significantly low water levels
IN Major reservoirs.

What is the Current Situation of Water Crisis in the Southern States? Current Water
Situation:

According to the Central Water Commission, most major reservoirs in Karnataka,
Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, and Telangana are filled to only 25% of their capacity
or even less.

Notable dams such as Tungabhadra in Karnataka and Nagarjuna Sagar on the
Andhra Pradesh-Telangana border are filled to 5% or less of their full capacity.




* Mettur dam in Tamil Nadv and Srisailam

on the Andhra Pradesh-Telangana border
are also experiencing low levels, with less
than 30% of their capacity filled.




In troubled waters

_

The data for the charts were sourced from the latest weekly bulletin published by the Central Water Commission

Chart 1: The chart shows a region-wise comparison of the
current storage levels as a share of the total capacities of reser-
voirs, It also compares the current water levels with last year's
levels and the 10-year average

I Current storage level as 8 shere of total capacity 5}

B Lastyear 00 10-yeer average

Storage level as 8 % of total capacity (%)

North East West Central South

Table 6: The table shows the % of districts, across varlous
levels of rainfall deficits, during the 2023 south-west monsoon.
For Instance, In about 27% districts of Kerzla, rainfall deficit
during last monscon was 40% or mare

Chart 2,3,4,5: The charts show the current storage lavels as
2 share of the total capacity of major dams in southern States

B Current storage level as 2 share of total capacity (%)
T Tetal capacity {in lakh crore litres)
Chart 2: Andhra and Telangana




» Comparison of Water Levels Across Regions:

* The southern region is the most affected, with reservoirs collectively filled to only 23% of their
capacity, significantly lower than last year and the 10-year average.

* In contrast, other regions like northern, central, western, and eastern India have reservoir levels
closer to their 10-year averages.



* Exception in Kerala: .- ¥, //\

* Kerala stands out among southern
states with most major dams filled to i |
at least 50% of their capacities. R N i

* Reservoirs like Idukki, Idamalayar, A T R 8
: RO A T

Kallada, and Kakki are reported to have _ ';_’xfi'; A Van
relatively better water levels. gt A L




What are the Reasons for the Water Crisis in South India?

Rainfall Deficiency and El Nino Effect:

Delayed Monsoon and Post-Monsoon Deficiency:

Increased Temperature and Evaporation:
Groundwater Depletion:
Pollution of Water Bodies

Mismanagement and Inequitable Distribution:




Which one of the following ancient towns is well known for its eluborate system of water
harvesting and management by hvuilding a series of dams and channelizing water into connected
reservoirs? (2021)

(a) Dholavira
(b) Kalibangan
(¢) Rakhigarhi
(d) Ropar



With reference to ‘Water Credit’, consider the following statements:
(2021)

It puts microfinance tools to work in the water and sanitation sector.

It is a global initiative launched under the aegis of the World Health
Organization and the World Bank.

It aims to enable the poor people to meet their water needs without
depending on subsidies.

Which of the statements given above are correct?

(a) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d)1,2and3
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* Recently, the World Health Organization (WHO) announced the launch of S.A.R.A.H., a digital
health promoter prototype with enhanced empathetic response powered by generative artificial
intelligence (Al).

 S.A.R.A.H. (Smart Al Resource Assistant for Health) engages users in 8 languages on various
health topics, accessible 24/7 on any device.



It provides information on major health topics,
including healthy habits, mental health, and other
risk factors related to overall physiological health.

It aims to empower individuals to optimise their
health and well-being journey, serving as an
additional tool to realise their rights to health.

It supports users in understanding risk factors for
diseases like cancer, heart disease, lung disease,
and diabetes.




*World Health Day is celebrated annually at 7t of April.
*2024 Theme - ‘My Health, My Right’.

|t aims to achieve access to quality health services, education
and information.

* he World Health Organization (WHO) launched the
Artificial Intelligence-powered digital health assistant
ahead of World Health Day.



*SARAH - It is a cutting-edge generative
Al technology.

oIt is a digital health promoter prototype to
engage users across major health topics,
including healthy habits and mental health.

It is available 24/7 in 8 languages via
video or text.




Defining Generative Al

To understand generative artificial intelligence (GenAl), we first need to understand
how the technology builds from each of the Al subcategories listed below.

Artificial Intelligence
The theory and methods to build machines

Expert System Al that think and act like humans. _wnes
Programmers teach Al 2 /—’
exactly how to solve specific NP

=
R
Lo

problems by providing - H o~
precise instructions and M a Ch ' n e l‘ea rn l ng -
steps. The ability for computers to learn from

experience or data without human programming.

Deep Learning

Mimics the human brain using
artificial neural networks such as
transformers to allow computers to

perform complex tasks.

Generative Al

Generates new text,
audio, images, video or
code based on content it
has been pre-trained on.



India Planning to Opt
Living Wage Instead
of Minimum Wage



India plans to replace the minimum wage with living wages by
next year with the assistance of the International Labour
Organisation (ILO).

About the Living Wage

A living wage tends to be more than the minimum wage as it
is the necessary level to afford a decent standard of living







* Global Trends
« Several countries have increased their minimum wages to protect the
workforce against inflation.
 The UK has increased its national living wage by 9.8%.
« Canada’s federal minimum wages have increased 3.9%.

« Belgium increased minimum wage surpassing Rs 2,000 per
month.



India and Living Wage

While many earn a daily minimum wage of X176 or more, the national wage floor, stagnant
since 2017, lacks enforceability across states and leads to wage payment discrepancies.

Its lack of upward movement in wages has led to disparities in wage payments across different
states.

However, the exact amount of the living wage in India varies depending on the cost of living in
different regions.

As of 2018, the living wage for an individual in India was reported to be 10,300 per month.




* Impacts of Living Wage on Contractual Staff

« Data sourced from Prime Database regarding more than 1,000 top
listed companies show that it is the non-permanent workers that are
least likely to get paid anything above the minimum wages right now.

* In FY23, these 1,062 companies together employed nearly three
million non-permanent workers and employees.

* Only 208, or 20%, companies paid all their non-permanent workers
more than the minimum wages.



* International Labour Organisation (ILO)

— It Is a specialised agency of the United Nations.

— It was established in 1919 by the Treaty of Versailles as an
affiliated agency of the League of Nations, and became the first
affiliated specialised agency of the United Nations in 1946.

— Headquarter: Geneva, Switzerland.

— India is a founder member of the ILO.



 Nobel Peace Prize (1969): For improving peace among classes,
pursuing decent work and justice for workers, and for providing
technical assistance to other developing nations.
— Flagship Reports of ILO:
a. Global Wage Report;
b. World Employment and Social Outlook (WESO);
c. World Social Protection Report;
d. World of Work Report;



Post Offices in Antarctica

[




* Recently, the Chief Postmaster General Maharashtra Circle
Inaugurated the Bharati Branch Post Office at Bharati Station of
Antarctica accompanied by the introduction of a new PIN code, MH-
1718.

» Brief History of Post Offices in Antarctica

* In 1984, shortly after the inaugural expedition to Antarctica, India
established its first-ever post officeat Dakshin Gangotri — the
pioneering scientific base.

« The eventual submersion of Dakshin Gangotri under ice during
the late 1980s, leading to its decommissioning.






1 - No miltary use

2 - Freedom
of scientific
investigation

3 - Free exchange
of scientific plans
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4 - Any territorial
claims put on hold
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Main Points

he Antarctic Treaty =

6 - Applies to land
but not seas

7 - All stations open
to inspection by
other nations

8 - National laws
apply to citizens
not to areas

9 - The treaty may
be modified at any
time, requires
unanimous
agreement of
treaty nations

10 - All treaty nations to
ensure no-one carries out
acts against the treaty




About Antarctic Treaty

Antarctica is all of the land and ice shelves south of 60°S latitude.

Antarctic Treaty is the only example of a single treaty that
governs a whole continent.

Signatories: Argentina, Australia, Belgium, Chile, France, Japan,
New Zealand, Norway, South Africa, the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics, the UK and the US.

Currently there are 54 members (including India); HQ: Buenos
Aires (Argentina)




It went into effect in 1961 B
and made the Antarctic .,
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. Antarctic Treaty

*-‘Encourages scientific research

to be conducted freely.
The continent to be used for
peaceful purposes only.

_ Military activities, nuclear

ests, and the disposal of
radioactive waste are all
prohibited.

Antarctic Treaty
System

The 1959 Antarctic Treaty.
The 1972 Convention for the
Conservation of Antarctic Seals.
The 1980 Convention on the
Conservation of Antarctic Marine

Living Resources.
The 1991 Protocol on Environ
-mental Protection to the

AntarcticTreaty.
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« JAXA-ISRO unveils LUPEX rover for moon’s polar exploration.

* LUPEX Mission - LUnar Polar Exploration Mission is slated to be
launched in 2025.

« It aims to explore the polar regions of the Moon to study its geology,
resources, and potential for future human missions.

« It will be accomplished in partnership of Japan Aerospace
Exploration Agency (JAXA) with the Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO).




* The launch vehicle and rover for this
programme are supposed to be
contributed by the Japanese agency,
while the lander will be contributed
by ISRO.

* Rover - The rover will be equipped with
instruments for measuring the water
content of regolith (lunar sand), drilling
and sampling.




Plankton crash

-/



« National Green Tribunal (NGT) panel investigating the cause of the
sea turning red in Puducherry has attributed the phenomenon to a
plankton crash.

« An organism is considered a plankton if it is carried by tides and
currents, and cannot swim well enough to move against these forces.

* A plankton crash can occur in a pond when there is a fack of
nutrients or carbon dioxide (COZ2).










Shaving Makes Your Hair Grow Back
Thicker: Truth or Tall Tale?
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