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Water Crisis in South India



The southern states of India, particularly Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, 
and Telangana, are facing a severe water crisis due to significantly low water levels 
in major reservoirs.

What is the Current Situation of Water Crisis in the Southern States? Current Water 
Situation:

According to the Central Water Commission, most major reservoirs in Karnataka, 
Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, and Telangana are filled to only 25% of their capacity 
or even less.

Notable dams such as Tungabhadra in Karnataka and Nagarjuna Sagar on the 
Andhra Pradesh-Telangana border are filled to 5% or less of their full capacity.



• Mettur dam in Tamil Nadu and Srisailam 
on the Andhra Pradesh-Telangana border 
are also experiencing low levels, with less 
than 30% of their capacity filled.





• Comparison of Water Levels Across Regions:

• The southern region is the most affected, with reservoirs collectively filled to only 23% of their 
capacity, significantly lower than last year and the 10-year average.

• In contrast, other regions like northern, central, western, and eastern India have reservoir levels 
closer to their 10-year averages.

•



• Exception in Kerala:

• Kerala stands out among southern 
states with most major dams filled to 
at least 50% of their capacities.

• Reservoirs like Idukki, Idamalayar, 
Kallada, and Kakki are reported to have 
relatively better water levels.



What are the Reasons for the Water Crisis in South India?

Rainfall Deficiency and El Niño Effect:

Delayed Monsoon and Post-Monsoon Deficiency:

Increased Temperature and Evaporation:

Groundwater Depletion:

Pollution of Water Bodies

Mismanagement and Inequitable Distribution:



• Which one of the following ancient towns is well known for its elaborate system of water 
harvesting and management by building a series of dams and channelizing water into connected 
reservoirs? (2021)

• (a) Dholavira

• (b) Kalibangan

• (c) Rakhigarhi

• (d) Ropar



With reference to ‘Water Credit’, consider the following statements: 
(2021)

It puts microfinance tools to work in the water and sanitation sector.

It is a global initiative launched under the aegis of the World Health 
Organization and the World Bank.

It aims to enable the poor people to meet their water needs without 
depending on subsidies.

Which of the statements given above are correct?

(a) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d) 1, 2 and 3



S.A.R.A.H





• Recently, the World Health Organization (WHO) announced the launch of S.A.R.A.H., a digital 
health promoter prototype with enhanced empathetic response powered by generative artificial 
intelligence (AI).

• S.A.R.A.H. (Smart AI Resource Assistant for Health) engages users in 8 languages on various 
health topics, accessible 24/7 on any device.



It provides information on major health topics, 
including healthy habits, mental health, and other 
risk factors related to overall physiological health.

It aims to empower individuals to optimise their 
health and well-being journey, serving as an 
additional tool to realise their rights to health.

It supports users in understanding risk factors for 
diseases like cancer, heart disease, lung disease, 
and diabetes.



• he World Health Organization (WHO) launched the 
Artificial Intelligence-powered digital health assistant 
ahead of World Health Day.

•

•World Health Day is celebrated annually at 7th of April.
•2024 Theme - ‘My Health, My Right’.
•It aims to achieve access to quality health services, education
and information.



•SARAH - It is a cutting-edge generative
AI technology.

•It is a digital health promoter prototype to

engage users across major health topics,

including healthy habits and mental health.

•It is available 24/7 in 8 languages via

video or text.





India Planning to Opt 
Living Wage Instead 
of Minimum Wage



India plans to replace the minimum wage with living wages by 
next year with the assistance of the International Labour 
Organisation (ILO).

About the Living Wage

A living wage tends to be more than the minimum wage as it 
is the necessary level to afford a decent standard of living



According to the ILO, the living wage is defined as ‘the wage 
level necessary to afford a decent standard of living for workers 
and their families, taking into account the country’s 
circumstances and calculated for the work performed during 
normal hours’.

It tends to be more than the minimum wage, which is 
the lowest amount of remuneration required by law 
to be paid by employers to employees for work 
performed during a given period.



• Global Trends

• Several countries have increased their minimum wages to protect the 
workforce against inflation.

• The UK has increased its national living wage by 9.8%.

• Canada’s federal minimum wages have increased 3.9%.

• Belgium increased minimum wage surpassing Rs 2,000 per 
month.



India and Living Wage

While many earn a daily minimum wage of ₹176 or more, the national wage floor, stagnant 
since 2017, lacks enforceability across states and leads to wage payment discrepancies.

Its lack of upward movement in wages has led to disparities in wage payments across different 
states.

However, the exact amount of the living wage in India varies depending on the cost of living in 
different regions.

As of 2018, the living wage for an individual in India was reported to be ₹10,300 per month.



• Impacts of Living Wage on Contractual Staff

• Data sourced from Prime Database regarding more than 1,000 top 
listed companies show that it is the non-permanent workers that are 
least likely to get paid anything above the minimum wages right now.

• In FY23, these 1,062 companies together employed nearly three 
million non-permanent workers and employees.

• Only 208, or 20%, companies paid all their non-permanent workers 
more than the minimum wages.

•



• International Labour Organisation (ILO)

– It is a specialised agency of the United Nations.
– It was established in 1919 by the Treaty of Versailles as an 
affiliated agency of the League of Nations, and became the first 
affiliated specialised agency of the United Nations in 1946.
– Headquarter: Geneva, Switzerland.
– India is a founder member of the ILO.



• Nobel Peace Prize (1969): For improving peace among classes, 
pursuing decent work and justice for workers, and for providing 
technical assistance to other developing nations.
– Flagship Reports of ILO:
a. Global Wage Report;
b. World Employment and Social Outlook (WESO);
c. World Social Protection Report;
d. World of Work Report;



Post Offices in Antarctica



• Recently, the Chief Postmaster General Maharashtra Circle 
inaugurated the Bharati Branch Post Office at Bharati Station of 
Antarctica accompanied by the introduction of a new PIN code, MH-
1718.

• Brief History of Post Offices in Antarctica

• In 1984, shortly after the inaugural expedition to Antarctica, India 
established its first-ever post officeat Dakshin Gangotri — the 
pioneering scientific base.

• The eventual submersion of Dakshin Gangotri under ice during 
the late 1980s, leading to its decommissioning.



On January 26, 1990, a new post office branch emerged at India’s Maitri 
research station in Antarctica.

Maitri and Bharati Post Offices

These are research bases of India in Antarctica spanning a distance of 3,000 
kms.

They stand as a testament to the nation’s enduring presence in the polar 
landscape, both falling under the purview of the Goa Postal Division.





About Antarctic Treaty

Antarctica is all of the land and ice shelves south of 60°S latitude.

Antarctic Treaty is the only example of a single treaty that 
governs a whole continent.

Signatories: Argentina, Australia, Belgium, Chile, France, Japan, 
New Zealand, Norway, South Africa, the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics, the UK and the US.

Currently there are 54 members (including India); HQ: Buenos 
Aires (Argentina)





LUPEX Rover



• JAXA-ISRO unveils LUPEX rover for moon’s polar exploration.

• LUPEX Mission - LUnar Polar Exploration Mission is slated to be 
launched in 2025.

• It aims to explore the polar regions of the Moon to study its geology, 
resources, and potential for future human missions.

• It will be accomplished in partnership of Japan Aerospace 
Exploration Agency (JAXA) with the Indian Space Research 
Organisation (ISRO).





Plankton crash



• National Green Tribunal (NGT) panel investigating the cause of the 
sea turning red in Puducherry has attributed the phenomenon to a 
plankton crash.

• An organism is considered a plankton if it is carried by tides and 
currents, and cannot swim well enough to move against these forces.

• A plankton crash can occur in a pond when there is a lack of 
nutrients or carbon dioxide (CO2).



This can cause a dramatic decline in the bloom, leaving very few viable plankton 
in the water.

Dead plankton can cause large amounts of stable foam on the surface of the 
pond.

Plankton crashes can be caused by blue green algae or dinoflagellates.

When in large numbers, some plankton turns red and releases colored pigments 
from their cells



Fun fact 



Shaving Makes Your Hair Grow Back 
Thicker: Truth or Tall Tale?





Thank you 
guys.


