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_ = Ifyoudon’t stop
and look around once in a while,

3 .
% Life moves pretty fast.

) you could miss it.
\

Ferris, from Ferris Bueller's Day Off
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Is the urban
breaking?

Bengaluru water crisis
is a wake-up call

OPINION » PAGE 9

PASWAN ACCUSED OF NEPOTISM
LJIP(RV) brass quit
party ahead of poll

NEWS » PAGE 4

Services hit 13.5-year
high in March

BUSINESS » PAGE 12

Shashank swings it
Punjab Kings’ way

SPORT » PAGE 16

Govt. to record parents’ religion to register births

used to uy e NP

, ration cards,’

Current practice is to record the religion of
only the child’s family while registering births

& . 3 o 33 The
I parents to separately declare their religion voter rolls,

Court reserves
t in BRS
leader’s bail plea

~NEW DELEI
A Delhi court on Thursday

excise policy. » PAGE 3

CPI(M) releases
manifesto, calls

DELI
ia has urged lsrael to ensure
X.h, 2nd security of

Thursday. » PAGE &

Rebels launch
drone attacks on
Myanmar capital
manGKoK

The main pro-democracy
resistance group in Mysamar
claimed that #t launched drene

Capita, Naypyaws, but the
ruling mistary said it destroyed
the drones. » PAGE 14

NEW DELHI

hen registering

Union Ministry of Home
Affairs. These Rules will
have to be adopted and
notified by the State go-
vernments before they are
implemented.

. only the familys
zeng:on was record
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Priming for polls

Employees assembling EVM= and YWPAT machines during their training for the Lok Sabha ely

Thursday.

55 companies’ electoral
bond donations topped
the 7.5% cap in 2022-24

The Hindu Data Team
KOLKATA/CHENNAL

The Supreme Court's Fe-
¢ 15 verdict on elect

e highest reci-
bond do-

The totat amount donated
above the cap figure stood at
¥1,3775 croce. GETTY IMAGES

tions, 55 firms wer
und (ohavel:nnde dona-
e ori-

BJP ignored RBI
advice: Congress

~EW DELHI
The Congress on Thursday
leged that the BIP
Sowernment came up with the
slectoral bond scheme despite
the Reserve Bank of India's
advice against it » PAGE 4

search team was based on
bond data and publicly

th
gnul by e=p S 200223
and 2023-2.

he soeal amount donas.
d sbove the rescinded
.5% cap figure stood at
21,377.9 crore, which was
more than 69% of their ag-
gregate donation of 21,993
crore. The EJP alone re-

The analysis by The Hin-
er and an independent re-

for 221
of the 385 firms, for which
information was available
from the Centre for Moni-
toring Indian Economy’s

Database

Prowess 1Q .
Specifically, the EB do-
nation data of these firms

FULL REPORT
»PAGE 7

Will build presence
in the South: Gadkari

NAGPUR
The Congress s synony-

sy
mous with corruption and
scandals, while the BP epl-

seats. While our presence
In Tamil Nadku and Kerala is
we antici-

pa:e fzvnurabk outcomes
Pradesh for our

al.lle "hesald

tomises

the

Iinisteation s soad 2o
r

BJP's alllance with Maha-

discord he(vveen the party
and the

The Union Minister said
lhe BJP aims to strengthen

thern
e prenent tly, we hold
significant seats in Telanga-
na: our alliance in Tamil
Nadu is poised to secure a
substantial number of

Maharash-
wa” .
.
INTERVIEW <
» PAGE 5
Q -

Katchatheevu problem was ‘resol

COLOMBO.

sri Lanka sees no reason
for reopening talks on

eevu that India
Eave up S0 years age. Sti
Lankas Foreign Minister

Prime Sri s no
reason for re-opgffing
on Katcha that
gave up SO . Sri

Sabry has said. in the
first official reaction yet to
the - recemw ks of

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and External Affairs
r S. jaishankar

me island.
“This is a problem dis-
cussed resolved SO

years ago and there is no
necessity to have further

discussions on this,” Mr.
Sabry told a local news te-
levision  channel on
Wednesday.

Earlier. Colombo-based
official sources told The
Hindu that the Ranil Wick-

concerns about the depleting catch in the Palk Strait. AILE PHOTO

remesinghe administration
refrained from comment-

political parties in the run-
up to elections.
comments are

who was re:

So, there s nothing for gt
Lanka to comment on,
really,” an official said, re-

questing ity owing
to the “sensitivity” of the

e
Meanwhile, some in Sri
ka, main-

Sri Lanka
Ewven before the

the territorial question of
1 Lanka"

resour:
in the Palk Strait, seen to
be depleting owing to over-
fishing by bottom trawlers
used by Indian fishermen
in Sri Lankan waters.

s

1an on the tiny island

in the Palk Strait was un-

ambi according to
Prof. V. Suryanar.

vernments”  “consistent
stand™ on the matrer.

RELATED REPORTS
»PAGES 2 &4




Govt. to record parent

eligion of
only the child’s family while registering births

Current

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

hen registering
Wthe birth of a
child, parents

will now be required to
separately record the reli-
gion of the father and
mother, according to Mo-
del Rules drafted by the
Union Ministry of Home
Affairs. These Rules will
have to be adopted and
notified by the State go-
vernments before they are
implemented.

Earlier, only the family’s
religion was recorded in
birth registers. The pro-
posed “Form No.l-Birth
Report” will expand the
column requiring a tick
mark selection “for reli-
gion” of the child to now al-

so state the “religion of
father” and “religion of
mother”.

Under the Registration
of Births and Deaths
(Amendment) Act, 2023,
the birth and death data-
base may be used to up-
date the National Popula-
tion Register, electoral
rolls, Aadhaar number, ra-
tion card, passport, driving
licence, property registra-
tion, and such other data-
bases as may be notified.

According to the law,
which became effective
October 1 last year, all re-
ported births and deaths in
the country are to be digi-
tally registered through the
Centre’s portal for the Civil
Registration System
(crsorgi.gov.in).

The digital birth certifi-

I”}L‘S

\—/'

eligion to register births

The database may be used to update

Model Rules draft includes provisions requiring

/

National database

All reported births and deaths are to be digitally registered
through the Centre’s portal for the Civil Registration System

m The database may be made
available to other authorities
preparing or maintaining
other databases such as
electoral rolls or ration cards

m Information from digital
certificate can be used

for purposes such as
admission to an educational
institution or appointment to
government posts

i

Py,
-

® Data is used by the govt. for
socio-economic planning and
to evaluate the effectiveness of
social sector programmes

cates issued under this sys-
tem will become a single
document to prove the
date of birth for various
services, including admis-
sion to educational institu-
tions. The office of the Re-
gistrar General of India
(RGI) under the Union

Home Ministry has pro-
posed substituting the ex-
isting forms related to the
registration of births,
deaths, still births, adop-
tions, and the Medical Cer-
tificate of Cause of Death as
per the draft rules. The cer-
tificate will also include the

parents to separately declare their religion

“history of illness, if any”
from now on, apart from
the actual cause of death.

Statistical and legal info
Any birth register includes
two parts: legal informa-
tion and statistical infor-
mation. The information
on the parents’ religion is
to be maintained for statis-
tical information.

The birth register form
pertaining to legal informa-
tion has been expanded to
record the Aadhaar num-
ber, and the mobile and e-
mail IDs of both the pa-
rents, “if available”. The
address box has been
made more descriptive to
contain the name of the
State, district, sub-district,
town or village, ward num-
ber (in case of town and if

available), locality, house
number, and PIN code.

The “informant” provid-
ing the information will al-
so have to provide their
Aadhaar and mobile num-
bers, and email address,
along with the name and
address details which were
earlier required.

Data sharing
According to the 2023
amendment, the RGI shall
maintain the database of
registered Dbirths and
deaths at the national level
and it is obligatory upon
the Chief Registrars and
the Registrars to share the
data of registered births
and deaths to such a
database.

According to the parent
Act — the Registration of

voter rells, Aadhaar, ration cards, passport
/}ml //ba

Births and Deaths Act,
1969 — the RGI has been
empowered to take steps
to coordinate and unify the
activities of Chief Regis-
trars, who are appointed
by State governments.
Civil Registration Sys-
tem (CRS) functionaries
are appointed up to pan-
chayat level. The CRS data
is also used to compile the
annual ‘Vital Statistics of
India Based On The Civil
Registration System’ re-
port, which makes public
data regarding sex-ratio at
birth, infant mortality, still-
births and deaths, at na-
tional level. Such data is
used by the government
for socio-economic plan-
ning and to evaluate the ef-
fectiveness of various so-
cial sector programmes.



55 companies’ electoral
bond donations topped

the

Prasenjit Bose
The Hindu Data Team

KOLKATA/CHENNAI

The Supreme Court’s Fe-
bruary 15 verdict on electo-
ral bonds (EBs) had held
the deletion of a provision
contained in Section 182 (1)
of the Companies Act,
2013, which enabled unli-
mited corporate contribu-
tions to political parties as
“violative of Article 14 of
the Indian constitution”.

The provision had res-
tricted corporate dona-
tions to a cap of 7.5% of the
donor companies’ average
net profits in the three pre-
ceding financial years. The
Finance Act, 2017, had de-
leted the provision.

Based on an analysis,
the electoral bond data re-
lating to 385 companies
that had donated bonds to-
talling %5,362.2 crore to the
ruling BJP, the highest reci-
pient of electoral bond do-

ap in 202224

The total amount donated
above the cap figure stood at
%1,377.9 crore. GETTY IMAGES

nations, 55 firms were
found to have made dona-
tions that exceeded the ori-
ginal 7.5% cap in 2022-23
and 2023-24.

The total amount donat-
ed above the rescinded
7.5% cap figure stood at
%1,377.9 crore, which was
more than 69% of their ag-
gregate donation of 31,993
crore. The BJP alone re-
ceived close to 71%, or
31,414 crore, of the total
donations.

The analysis by The Hin-
du and an independent re-

BJP ignored RBI
advice: Congress

NEW DELHI

The Congress on Thursday
alleged that the BJP
government came up with the
electoral bond scheme despite
the Reserve Bank of India’s
advice against it. » PAGE 4

search team was based on
bond data and publicly
available financials for 221
of the 385 firms, for which
information was available
from the Centre for Moni-
toring Indian Economy’s
Prowess IQ Database.

Specifically, the EB do-
nation data of these firms
from 201920 to 2023-24
was matched against their
financial data from 2016-17
to 2022-23.

FULL REPORT
» PAGE 7
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CAUSE & EFFECT =

® Under the (ompanles Act, 2013, least 500 crore or a minimum

certain class of profitable entities#S | turnover of 1,000 crore or net profit
required to shell out at leas{ 2%)of | of 5 crore or more during the
their three-year annual average net immediately precedin lal year
profit towards (SR activities in a ~ have to spend o (SR activities
particular financial year ' m (SR provision under the comparies law

® (ompanies having a net worth of at ' came into effect from April 1, 2014
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M Corporate Social i
s  Responsibility
(CSR)

Why in news?

The excessive CSR expenditure
before FY21 cannot be set off
against  future expenditure,
according to Ministry of Corporate
Affair.

o

Origin in India
CSR has been made mandatory

under Section 135 of the
Companies Act, 2013.

Activities

ondition for CS

e A company has to spend at least 2% of their e Eradicating Hunger, Poverty and
average net profit made during the 3 Malnutrition
preceding financial years. e Prormioting Education
|t applies to companies: e Environment protection
—Having a net worth of Rs 500 crores or more, or | e Protecfion of national hetitage,

%\(ing a turnover of Rs 1,000 crores or more, art and culture
r /
/—

+Haying a net profit of Rs 5 crores or more 4 A‘
atis not CSR?

"] ® The CSR activities that only benefit employee
X of the companies and their familigs.
“| e Contribution of any amount directl
indirectly to any political party.

~ N

e
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Mumbai police take custody
of 9 Somalians held for piracy

All the nine Somalians apprehended in a recent
anti-piracy operation have been handed over to
the Mumbai police, the Navy said on Thursday.

They were brought to India on Wednesday, days

resulted in the successful rescue of fishing vessel
Al Kambar and its crew of 23 Pakistani
- c. i

Navy
saidina

e ballistic missile
successfull

on ballistic missile Agni-Prime
ed by he Scrategic

pok
witnessed by the Chief of Defence Staff, Chief of
SFC, and officials from DRDO and the Army.

No sanctions against India for buying,
reﬁnlng Russ1an oil, say U.S. officials

'l‘he aim of sanctions and the (nl

NEW DELHL

triking a conciliatory
note on India’s im-
rs of Russian oil,

U.S. Treasury Department
offictals visiting Delhi sald
on Thursday that the aim

® ‘Ural® oil, but to k-
mit the revenues
the *

According to the offi-
cials, who are meeting
their counterparts and oil
company representatives
in Delhi and Mumbai dur-
ing their visit on April 2

Trade ti

sury Departme:
2once Fussian ofl is re-
fined, from a technical per-

spective, it is no
Russian oil. If it is refined in
export.

per barrel,

CREA.
The Petroleum Ministry
had last year called lhe re-

Financing at the U.S. Trea-

deceptive effort to e B3
Indiae

The officials, Ms. Morris
and U.S. Assistant Secre-

officials: Indi.

oil purchases are only

they

are il at the ¢l

ince the war in Ukraine began in 2022, Indi and China
have become the major purchasers of Russian cil. FLE PHOTS

tary for Economic pollcy
Eric Van Nostrand,
Clanr it 0 Ttas €

about the U.S. of-
ficials" visit, and India‘s
stand on the price cap, the
Exx Ministry
said that all oil purchases

ed by In-
dia’s needs. “Anything to

do with energy security

and oil purchases on the
international market are

major pur rs of Rus-
sian oil. In January this
year, Russian pusmem
Vi i Putin b

trade, ene:
£y. and defence ties with
Moscow. “The largest fo-
reign investment in India
om. 2

referring to the installa.

tons at Vadinar in Gujarat.
with other G7
countries, the U.S. had an-

nounced a “price cap~ on

Israel must
ensure safety
of Indian
workers: govt.

NEW DELHI

India has urged Israel to
ensure the safety and se-
curity of Indian citizens
who are being flown to the
conflict-hit nation under a

Russian e
had to offer Ural oil at hea-
vy discounts to buyers, the
officials sasd.
In an article on the U.:
Treasury website, Ms. Mo
ris and Mr. Ne

o -to-g

ment (G2G) agreement to
work as blue-collar work-
ers, External Affairs Minis-
try spokesperson Randhir

the Tecent arack o Ira-
nian

also clasm.

problems over payments
foe ot 1n other clirvencics,

sian shipper Sovcomflot,
now under sanctions as
well.

in Moscow, the Russian
Foreign  Ministry oun
tered the claims,
that Russian ofl supplics to
india remain at a “steadily
high level”.

in Damascus that both Sy-
ria and tran blamed on Tel
Aviv.

“As you are aware, these
[first batch] workers have
gone to Israel as part of a

from here to various spots
in tsrael.

Earlier this week, the
first batch of 60 Indian
workers flew to Israel on
Tuesday.

‘Median cancer diagnosis age
in India is lower than in West’

The hospitat found that colon
cancer cases were increasing
among younger people.

population_ It is 52 years
for breast cancer, 54 years

es (NCD) based on the hos-
pital's data, has highlight.
huge

burden of fi
e among the coun-  lon cancer cases were in-
ry's younger populatlon creasing nger
and risk pcs-ed by low can-  people, with 30% of colon
cer-screening rates. r patients at Apollo
Wit i striking in our  Hospitals aged less than S0
database is the median age  years. But the country

at which people are diag- behind in cancer screen-
nosed with cancer; cancer  ings.
affects a much younger “Most nations have

strong  guidelines  for
screening.” he said.

that while the screening
rate for breast cancer
s(ood at 74% to 82% in the

Class 11 and 12 exams
to focus on checking
concept clarity: CBSE

NEW DELHL

r Classes 11

.. a mere 19% are | The exams
screened in gl o i
session will xflude more
Data ques-

Raising the Issue of West-

ern data being extrapolat-

ed in India, he explaine

how an analysis found the

threshold for Prostate-
s

Indi.
wras different from the cur
rent

has taken multiple steps to-

Fali Nariman was a pillar
of the community, says CJI

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

wards implementation of | During difficult  times,
Competency Based Educa- | when many fell silent, se-

tion In schools, ranging | nior advocate Fali S. Nari-
from aligni; man's

the need for local data.
The report also_elabo-

ing  diabetes,
Sion, and obesity. It found
that one in three Indians
have pre-diabetes, raising
the need for proper diet,
exercise, and welght loss.
n

integrated s-
tions., or any other type
inc

Praﬂup L Reddy, chair-
man, llo Hospitals,
said NCDs contributed to
70% of deaths today.

“The board in accor-
dance with Narional Edu-
cation Policy (NEP), 2020

and towards learning that

in the walls of the court

uary 21.
Chief Justice Chandra-
chud said Nariman, who
was vocal in his support of

Fali S Nariman

<luding his son and former
Supreme Court judge, Jus-
tice Rohinton Nariman, in

is focused on
eative, critical, and
Systems thinking capaci-
nts. toe added.
He said the board Is con-
tinuing with aligning of the
assessments and evalua-
practices _with

T the

civil liberties and rights, re-
the -

of the nation™ in hard

community,” the CJ1 said at
the ceremony heid in his

session 2024-2025. There
is no change in the exam
format for Classes 9 and 10.

packed r at the
Supreme Court, with judg-
es, lawyers, and family

members of Nariman, in-

tor-General the
of the Internal
Emergency in june 1975.

“As Martin Luther King Jr.
mused.

quest “Is it politic?”,
vanity asks the guestion,
‘is it popular?”, con’
science asks the question,
“Es & right?” Nariman was
guided by only one ques-

tion,” the (JI said.
The CJI narrated a joke

at the court library during
the Emergency period,
each exhorting the other to

confirmed the High Court
verdict.

and. m d so, furthers
the judges’ unde:
standing of the issues. Na-

was amongst the ve
1y best,” the Chief Justice
said.

® Tend to acoept defeat, in short shut down (7}
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Ramayana tattvas

The story of the Ramayana ks simple, and we have the Eka
— the entire

Inagine & model wearing an exctic bonnet i5,4)
including interest (7}

Choice, encountered in 1e (7]

Give back 30% immediately outside the French city (7]
Hermaphrodite's story, drection foliows [7)

Sawe and ivvest milkons in share (61

Cheap stufl for sale, heard separately perhsps (10)
Cat fight to grab gold, that's after mideight today 1)
Local part of 3 cell acguired by 2 chip maker (2}
ST men managed to get bl somehow i this cutfit (10)
Fits beiefly. ring around IITM compound 15,3)

17 Dreamy. also probably astronomical {8}
18 Left exposed next to Mlowing sewsge (8

22 Poles crink beer outside park in this city 18)
23 Play 2 bowler, odaly Miler is inchaded (5]

24 Rope - time to wndo there (61

27 Come topether bricfly 2z cre 16)
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up in one

verse. But the significance of Ramayana lies not so much
in the story as such, but in the deeper tattvas in the epic,
katakrishnar

said MLA. Venl

nina
A sloka that is recited before Ramayana par

urse.

ayana shows
tatevas. The slo-

o
a s.:ys that Vaidehi is beside luun& He is seated on a
n manda-

mmne m.

of flowers, huge
. which is in the middle of a garden full of trees. Rama's

slmng posture is veerasana. Hanuman recalls the inci-

present are Rama's

3

=

DIFFICULTY RATING e s e ey

Selution to previous puzste

in Also
bm-u-ers and rishis. As Hamaman reads each incident, Ra-
hind each.

ma explains the tattva bel

The tattvas as elaborated by Rama have been handed

down
come to us thr

rishis generation after generation. and have
h our Acharyas. Because

ese tattvas

o]
are very important, they have to be learnt from a precep-

spent a year

the Ramayana

studying
from his maternal uncie Thirtmala Nambi, becanse o ful-

Ramayana, we need instruction
a for a Iangperlod Ramanjacharya was

i

Seolution to yesterday's Sudoku or.
5352 391

512 [41]7'5 the tattvas In the

71 3l5/98la86 o Aarya tor 2,
678 2717 capable o
517 8 a6 Ierpre(anonsol‘upanlshzdﬂ.lqas.
‘a8l1 53 7 The Vedas are not easily comprehended.
9 a6 83
7 6lal13l9 2=

132l9i85l672a

Jjacharya studied the Ramayana for a year to grasp its tatt-
vas.

Anex



Agni-Prime ballistic missile
flight-tested successfully

The new generation ballistic missile Agni-Prime
was successfully flight-tested by the Strategic
Forces Command (SFC) along with the Defence
Research and Development Organisation (DRDO)
from the Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam Island off the
coast of Odisha around 7p:m. on Wednesday.
“The test met all the trial objectives validating its
reliable performance, as confirmed from the data
captured by a number of range sensors,
including two downrange ships placed at the
terminal point,” the Defence Ministry said. It was
witnessed by the Chief of Defence Staff, Chief of
SFC, and officials from DRDO and the Army.




Night launch of ‘Agni
Prime’ missile successful

PRESS TRUST OFINDIA
NEW DELHI, APRIL 4

INDIA HAS successfully carried
out a night launch of new gener-
ation nuclear capable ballistic
missile 'Agni Prime' from the
Abdul KalamIsland off the coast
of Odisha, boosting the country's
strategic deterrence capability.
The defence ministry said the
test-flight was carried out on
Wednesday evening and it met
all the trial objectives, validating
the reliable performance, as con-
firmed from the data captured
by a number of range sensors de-
ployed at different locations.
The Strategic Forces Command
(SFC), along with Defence
Research and Development
Organisation (DRDO), carried out
the flight test of the missile that has
astrikerange of 1,000t02,000 km.
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh congratulated the DRDO,
SFC and the armed forces and

‘Agni Prime’ being flight-
tested from the AP] Abdul
Kalam Island off the coast of
Odisha on Thursday. P11

said the induction of the missile
will be an excellent force multi-
plier for the military. The launch
was witnessed by Chief of
Defence Staff Gen Anil Chauhan,
the Chief of Strategic Forces
Command and senior officials
from the DRDO and the Army.



AGNI PRIME MISSILE

* About: New generation advanced
variant of the Agni class of missiles.

* Fully made up of composite material.

 Smallest and lightest among the entire
Agni series of ballistic missiles.

* Nature: Canisterised surface-to-surface
ballistic missile.

« Canisterisation lessens time required for
launch & improving storage, mobility.

* A hermetically sealed canister protects
the missile from the environment.

 Range: 1,000 -2,000 km.

» Significance: Further Strengthen deterrence
capabilities, manoeuvring & accuracy.

» High level of accuracy




Stage 1

AGNI SERIES OF LONG RANGE

N—

2
|

1

e

BALLISTIC MISSILES

AGNIV s

Operational range: 5,000 km -~
Payload: 1360.78 kg
Height 17m

Future development possible for variant
that could be launched from a submarine

Agni Missile Agnil Agnill Agnilll AgnilV

Series

Range (km) [700 {2,500 (3,000 4,000

Payload (kg) (1,000 (1,000 (1,500 {1,000

Height(m) |15 20 163 |20

Source: Reuters, PTI

TOI FORMORE INFOGRAPHICS DOWNLOAD € ropsioc PGS O



Class 11 and 12 exams
to focus on checking
concept clarity: CBSE

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

The exams for Classes 11
and 12 from the 2024-25
session will include more
competency-based ques-
tions that assess the appli-
cation of concepts in real-
life situations, according to
Central Board of Secon-
dary Education (CBSE) offi-
cials who announced a
change in the format.

While the percentage of
competency-focused ques-
tions in the form of multi-
ple-choice questions, case-
based questions, source-
based integrated ques-
tions, or any other type
has been increased from
40% to 50%, the percen-
tage of constructed-res-
ponse questions, including
short and long answers,
has been reduced from
40% to 30%.

“The board in accor-
dance with National Edu-
cation Policy (NEP), 2020

has taken multiple steps to-
wards implementation of
Competency Based Educg

from aligning assessmen
to competencies, develop-
ment of exemplar resourc-
es for teachers and stu-
dents as well as continuous
capacity building of the
teachers,” Joseph Ema-
nuel, Director (Academ-
ics), CBSE, said.

“The main emphasis of
the board was to create an
educational  ecosystem
that would move away
from rote memorisation
and towards learning that
is focused on developing
the creative, critical, and
systems thinking capaci-
ties of students,” he added.

He said the board is con-
tinuing with aligning of the
assessments and evalua-
tion  practices  with
NEP-2020 for the academic
session 2024-2025. There
is no change in the exam
format for Classes 9 and 10.

tion in schools, rangin%\

\
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The increase in a

vegetarian thalis cost
in March: Crisil

in percentage. The cost of =
! : vegetarian thali rose to ¥27.2 per
piate from ¥25.5 in the year-age
period. owing to the rise in onion, tomato,
and potato prices, according to Crisil
Market Intelligence and Analysis. »r

Share of independent
candidates to lose

deposit since 1991

in percentage from 6730 of

independent candid:

forfeiting depesit in Tes7. the
share went up to 78% by 1962, showing.
diminishing trust in independent
candidates, sccording to the ECL r=

THE2&és HINDU

The estimated
mustard seed output
in 2023-24: SEA

season i
million hectares, sccording
Extractors’ Association of India [SEA). =

The rides completed
by ride-hailing

all-time high in the 2023-24
r wiew of 3 record sown area of 10

platform Rapido

n million tonnes. Mustard seed
production is likely to touch an
which offers auto, bike, and cab

said. Its an app offering employment
opportun:

crore. Rapido has

completed rides across

120 cities, the app
services

1=

the 2026

e to gig workers.

following = defeat in the second rou

The current FIFA
ranking of the Indian

football men’'s team

The Indian football men's

team dropped four places in

the tatest FIFA rankings,

nd of

1FA World Cup qualifsers.
COMPALED B THE MDA DATA TERM
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On global indices measuring democracy

EXPLAINER

Saumva Kalia

The story so far:
he V-Dem Institute’s recent

standing in recent years — India is only
pardy free” OFreedom House), Is hame to
~flawed democracy ™ (The Economist

a
Intelligence Unst and is better classified

as an -electoral autocracy.” The Indian
Government has however refuted these
assessments. It now plans to release its
own democracy index, which, according
to Al Jazeera, will help India ~counter
recent downgrades in ratings and severe
criticisms by international groups".

Why does India care about a
acy index?
From the Varieties of Democracy (V-Dem}
project to Freedom House, there is a

sovereign ratings an
World Bank's Worldwide Governance

India is ~doing as well a3 any other
democracy.” Mr. Jaishankar said

Sutn do Smdices neer |

GETTY IMAGES

assessments to make them “more broadly

acceptable.~ Others, however, ind

fact-based metrics “insufficient”, and

expert intervention necessary, to capture
dici

Somne Geing facts, some
e a mix of both_ The

Indicators, the Al Jazeera report not What
India has previously denounced all global | There are many
raﬂng of b
and press [
Tiner, Taman devalbprment amd
Fon

s
in 2021 called the makers of these indices
“self-appointed custodians.” who are “not
motive-Jess.” The grouse with

and som
four broad types of data that these indices
use are — observational data (OD) which is

of
A.ddlnonally. each index asks and

wa
evaluating the health of ‘While

reaeSreliors Shie s series of inicnacas for

areas across media. civil society.
pollnx:al Partics, and civil libertses and
each area & assigned five experts.

are the limitations of indices?
The first and the most frequently cited
criticism is that there is a degree of
subjecmny ma: tugs at the indices™

THE GIST

The V-Dem Institute's recent
democracy index termed India

pool odel
mea cvatustions are ol bagad on the
Jjudgment of researchers and coders,

rather than tangible characteristics. |
V-Dem’'s ~egalitarian” indicator, for

gquivocal question in comparison to say.
many political parties are present in
me country. However, a project
investigated the degree of expert biases in
them to be

wing
bias” Another concern is over the scope
of countries included
Only some surve:
microstates. Smaller countries may thus
be wellooked in certain cases. The next

all agree that democracy is a political
ystem in which citizens get to participate
infrecand Jections

is that the is

ndices like v Dem's

Unit and the

sample sizes

ved, a and
that these indices favour cultural bias and

Bertelsmann Transformation Index assess
other dimensions as urel.l isthe

subjective opinion metrics.

over
India, for instance. ranks between Niger
(which is ruled by a military junta) and
the Ivory . and is in the same

category as Palestine. Any yardstick of

- it fair or
electoral participation — would suggest

-, are citizen

o
based methodology for

asscrepancy party due to the amorphous
..

hich mirered & muuuy covup o Sor s
higher score than India.

surveys, where a selected group of roups and civil sockety organisations ure
tizens offer . The Office of the | functional? Are decisions made and trends™ in democracy. They offer
United Nations 2 for in the best interest of all ‘ways to benchmark the strengeths
Human Rights endorsed the use of people, rather than or of and make
mal. objective data over 1s it

— are economic and social resources

over
time periods and geographies.

rather than through coercien
or minority group interests?

A major criticism is that there is
3 degree of subjectivity that
tugs ot the indices” crecibisty
and precision.

How are symbols allotted to
political partes?

The story so far:
he Naam Tamilar Katchi (N"l’x)
that secured 3.9% and 6.
wotes in Tamil Nadu in 20!9
and 2021 respectively. has been
allotted a new common symbol (Mike)_

Katchi denied

along with 6% of votes polied or (<)
ecuring 5% of votes led in a general
elecnon Symbols are allotted to polmca.l

secured at least 1% of votes polled in the
State on the previous occasion when the
party availed of this facility. Such

parties
the provisions of the Symbols Order by
ECL In the largest democracy where a
sizeable population is sull illiterate,
symbols play a crucial role in the voting

The Viduthalai Chiruthaigal Ratcht foo process. A recognised political party has a

that secured 1.09% and 0.99% reserved symbol that Is not allotred to any

2019 and 2021 has been denied a other in any

symbol (Pot). This has raised by

about the ent of symbols to s, one of the free symbols is allotted
registered unreco; parties”. as a common syml

What do the rules specify?

bol du.rl.l'g an election if
that party contests in two Lok Sabha
constituencies or in 5% of seats to the

of a State as the case may be.

A party is
e arty ureder the provistons of the
Election Symbols (Reservation and

Allotmens Order, 1963 (Symbols Order)

What is the issue?
Kule 108 of the Symbols Order provides

an
parcy should however apply

in 2021. The VCK notably has one Lok
Sabha MP and four MLAS in Tamil Nadu

ntesting on the ‘Pot’ symbol in 2019
Snd 2021 elections.

What can be the way forward?
The ECI has decided on the applications
NTK and existing rules.

for a symbol
format. This appncauon an be e - any
time during the peri:

b
the free symbol of “Pot” by the respective
officers.

months prior to the upny o et of

case may be. The thereafter
allotted on a “Arst-come-Arst-s. 3
basi:

.
In the above cases. the

sec e than
o Slecrions with the common symbol of
‘Ganna Kisan’. However, since they
applied for that symbol only in February
3854" the EXI had allotted that symbaol to
Bharativa Praja Aikyata Party (BPAP), that
had applied earlier, based on the

rved”

The existing threshold for recognition
of a party may continue. The candidates
set up by recognised parties enjoy
Savantage of being Hsted at the top of the
balloc in the Electronic Voting Machine.

e ECI may
amending the Fules ot remistered
unrecognised parties that secure at least

16 of votes polled in a previous election

or have an elected repre:

Lok Sabha or State Assembly, shall b have
the right to be allotted a common symbol

of their choice. This would ensure a fair

o
S)mbol hall be vailabie o s mgum—ed
* for two

party general
elections. Furthermore. a L parey shal] be
eligible for a common s:

subsequent general gkt

Tule. . the
BPAP has not contested elections in Tamil
Nadu before. The VCK was declined
allotment of a common symbol as it had

being given for their past
and the

democratic process.
Rangarajan R i a farmer IAS officer and
author of Polnr)

Falled to sectire 1% of votes polled in the
Legislative

elections to the State

THE GIST

-~
The Viduthalai Chiruthaigal

i secured
1.059% and 0.999% votes in 2015

and 2021 has been denied a
common symbol (Pot).

The VCX was declined

votes polled in
the State Legislative Assembly
in 2021

Rule 108 of the Symbols Order

generat elections



The current FIFA
ranking of the Indian

football men’s team

The Indian football men’s
l team dropped four places in
e latest FIFA rankings,
a defeat in the second round of
the 2026 FIFA World Cup qualifiers. pri
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Indian men’s team drops four
places to lgl in FIFA rankings

/
The Indian men’s football team dropped four
places to 121 in the latest FIFA rankings, its worst
in recent years, following a 1-2 defeat against

Afghanistan in the second round of the 2026
FIFA World Cup Qualifiers in Guwahati last
month. The Igor Stimac-coached side had broken
into the top-100 Iast year, having won the
Iptercontirental Cup, the Tri-Nations tournament
and the SAFF Championship. Reigning World
champion Argentina continue to top the chart.




Indonesia Indonesia Vietnam Vietnam

Argentina

Top ranked Biggest climber

™8

Most points scored Biggest drop Most points lost

+30.04 v -30.04

RK § Team 4§ Total Points Previous Points +- & More
= Argentina 1858 1855.2 +2.8 v
I I France 1840.59 1845.44 -4.85 v
™1 I I Belgium 1795.23 1798.46 -3.23 v
o1 + England 1794.9 1800.05 -5.15 v
Brazil 1788.65 1784.09 +4.56 v
™ @ Portugal 1748.11 1745.06 +3.05 v
N = Netherlands 1742.29 1745.48 -3.19 v
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LONDON

Senior British jurists call on govt.

to stop weapons sales to Israel

-~
Cwer 600 Briti
Supreme Court, are calbin
=sles to israel, ping

pressure an

jurists, including three retired judges from the U.K
g Lpon the govemnment to suspend arms.
Prime Mirister Rishi Sunak. in 3n

open letter, the lamyers ssid the UK. could be complict in “grave

breaches of international law™

if it continues to ship weapons. 4

WARSAW

Diplomatic crisis between Poland
and Israel after aid worker’s death

A mew diplomatic crisis betwesn

President on Thursday

Potend and lszset st o
following the death of a Polish aid worker
2y dencuncing = comement by the &

i Gaza, with the Palish
sraeti

Ambassader a3 “outrageous" and the Foreign Ministry in Warsaw
saying it was summoning him for 3 meeting. +

GQUANGZHOU

U.S. Treasury Secretary in China to

ress officials on industri

subsid

-~
U.S. Treasury Secretary

e

Janet Yellen arrived in China's Guangzhou
on Thursday for mestings to press Beijing aver fears th
energy, cars and batteries could flood

e country’s

phone call this

foliows 3
Gert Joe Biden and Chinas Xi Jinping. v

JOHMANNESBURG

South Africa’s ex-Parliament

aker

ed in

aft

REUTERS

~
Soutt Aca's formaer Paament s.:..ku Nesiiwe Mapisa-Ngakula

and

on Thursday, in

e latest scandial to Pt the Beverning marty ahead of dlections in
from s

May. She is scaused of solicting bribes

military

contractor during her previous tenure a3 Defence Minister ace

Drones hit targets in Myanmar
capltal clalms resistance group

says its anmed wing launched drone attacks on the airport and a military

headquanev\ in the capital. Naypyitaw. but the country’s ruling military said it destroyved the drones as they attacked

BANGKOK

yanmar’s main

pro-democracy

resistance group
said on Thursday its armed
launched drone at-

its of the People’s Defence

Force used drones to at-

i, e
of

independenc
ARhough there was no

tack the targets
ously. 1

mate goverm
the People’s Defence Force
is made up of many local

damage caused by the at.
tack, the militarys ack-

most heavily guarded loca-
tions in the country will be

The sirport compound, which includes both a military air base and
2 Cwilian Srport, NUG daims to have attacked. £MOO_NUG

seen by many as the latest

of casualties. BBECs Bur-

service sympathetic to the
resistance, said the airport
was shut down for a while
after the artacks.

le who live near the

airport, is
southwest of the military
that the re-

Military denies
NUG said there were re-
ports of casualties. The
country’s military said it
shot down seven drones
and there were no reports

sistance group said It
The resistance group
that claimed responsibility
for the attack, Team
(Shar Htoo Waw ), special-
ises in drone warfare,

which is frequently em-
ployed by People’s De-
fence Force units, which
lack the Army's heavy fire-
power. For the resistance
forces, drones have be-
come crucial weapons for
fighting back.

Kloud Team said it tar-
geted the house of Senior
Gen. Min Aung Hiaing, the
head of the ruling military
council, as well as the mili-

tary headquarters and air
base.
Despite its great advan-

WASHINGTON

President Joe Biden told
Prime Minister Be:

pend on Israeli actions to

protect Gaza civilians. for

first time suggesting

conditions on aid as he

wged an  “immediate
ceasefire

phone call after the

Isractl lulung of seven aid

1srael

s«;,s s 2 misake - Mr BE

den urged Mr. Netanyahu

e and imple-

mmant & serias of specinc,

Joe Biden

tion on these steps,” it said.
The U.S. leader told Mr.
Netanyahus that the srikes
n humanitarian workers
2s'well a3 the Eumanitarian
situation in Gaza. where
the United Nations has
warned of famine, “are

and fr ntly c. s out
2ir strikes n mspumd terri-
tory. Civili. e of-
ten hit, and about 2.4 mil-

lion peol ave been
displaced since the 2021
Army takeover.

and
steps to address civilian
ha

rm,
ing and the safety o aia
workers.” a White House

Mr. Biden “made clear
that U.S. policy with res-
pect to Gaza will be deter-
mined by our assessment
of israel’s immediate ac-

he urged the Prime Minis-
ter to empower his nego-

U.S. support depends on
protecting civilians: Biden

tators to conclude a deal
without delay to bring the
hostages home,” the state-
ment said.

Qatar has been leading

1y on October 7.

The United States has
backed a ceasefire as part
of a hostage deal. with
hopes it will lead eventual-
Iy to a

ng-term
settlernent.

Mr. Biden has for
months voiced mounting

military supplies to Israel
even while criticising the
conduct of the war.

Macron flays ‘bizarre’
remarks from Russia

SAINT-DENIS

President Emmanuel Ma-
cron on Thursday de-
nounced as “bizarre and
threatening™ Russia’s tone
following rare phone talks
between the Defence MI-
nisters of Franc

T, their firet contace since
2022.

Any suggestions
Erance might have
been involved in the

to a readout
sian Defence Ministry.
“The

Olympic Games in Paris.

by the
Russian side were bizarre
and threatening.” Mr. M.

cron told 4 reporters. adding

that suggestions
France might have been in-
volved in the deadly attack
were “ridiculous”.

Deadly watch

Ground situati

claimed thousands of lives and dsplaced more than 85 million pecple, according to the Ul

iamese security forces petnolin s commaercisl disrict ks Gedaref Gty Is sasbern Suxdan on wearﬂa:, Sudan’s war has

‘Israeli strike killed 106
in ‘apparent war crime”

JERUSALEM

A H Rights Watch in-
vestigation published
Thursday said an lsraclt at.
k on a Gaza building in
October had no apparent
militant target, but killed
106 civilians, including 54
children, making it an ~ap-

says four separse strikes

350 people, around a third
of whom had fled their
homes elsewhere in the
territory.

Those killed included

children playing _soccer
outside residents
charging nes in the

ho
first-floor grocery store, it
said.

irty-four women, 18
men and 54 children were

of the dead with Alrwars, a

Witnesses told the rights

group there was no warn-
ing ahead of the attack.

The israeli military did

d

Bullding in central Caza,
as housing some

not
to a request for comment
on Thursday.

10 Iranian security personnel killed in
jihadist attacks near Pakistan border

ence France Presse

Agen
TEHRAN

Jihadist attacks in south-
eastern Iran near Pakistan
killed 10 Iranian security

The number of

by tit-for-tat air strikes with

nelghbouring Pakistan.
The attacks occurred in

Sistan-Baluchistan  pro-

drug:

Dels from the Batuchi mi-

nority, and Sunni Muslim
cne

. “The case of
the terrorist was
closed with the martyr-
dom of 10 members of the
security forces.” and the
killing of 18 “terrorists”,
state television said.

Majid Mirahmadi, Vice-
Minister Interior,

d earlier told the chan’
nel that five members of
the Islamic Revolutionary
Guard Corps and the pol-
ice died during two night-
time attacks against a
Guards base in Rask and a

har.

b
planned o seize military
bases,” Mr. Mirahmadi
KEY told state television, ad—

ng_“none of them sur-
s o Gathen,

had triggered
tit-for-tat air strikes
with Pakistan

He wamed that
se

injured in the attac]
“not in_a

Eeotiabia

Foreign artackers
He added that the assai-
lants appeared to be fo-
reigners, without provid-
ing further decails.

number of assai-
Lanes Killed in the clashes
also rose from the 15 which

General Mohammad Pak-

Philippines to hold joint naval drills with
U.S., Japan, Australia to counter China

ence France Presse

will hold

ur,  wi heads the | MANMA
Guards” land forces. had
on . The
The Jaish al-Adl (Army of | joint naval drills with the

Justice, in Arabic) group
claimed the attacks on its
Telegram channel. Based
in Pakistan, the Sunni 3
rebel

2 “terrorist group by Iran
nd
Taish abAdl Satmed an

attack in December that
killed 11 officers, one of the

stat
Baluchistan’s city of Rask.
claimed

officer on January 10.

United States. Japan and
Australia, two diplomatic
sources said on Thursday,
as the four countries dee-
pen military tles to counter
China’s i in-
fluence In lhe Asia-Pacific
region.

The exercise will be held

pine and Australian soldiers march during the mdi

exercime Alon, held at 2 naval base

spoke on condition of ano-
nymity because the drills
have not yet been officially
announced.

Earlier this week. the
Australian warship HMAS

north

tary
of Marits in 2003, AFP

of Palawan, which faces
e iotly conusated wasars:

lippine nuhury
221 the visit bas =i
strengthening military e
lations  with partner
nations™.

escalated in the past year
as China has become in-
creasingly confident in as-

ters
Philippines and Japan, as
well as owver selfruled
Talwan_

response, the United
States has sought to t:reng~
then its alliances in the re-

allies  Japan
Philippi: L
Mr. Biden's planned

April 11 summic with Philip-
pine President Ferdinand

the Philippines and Japan.
The sources

warramunga arrwed at the
istand

have

of meetings with Asia-Pac-
ific %



Philippines to hold joint naval drills with

@ag Australia tg

Agence France- Pressé’
MANILA

The Philippines will hold
joint naval drills with the
United States, Japan and
Australia, two diplomatic
sources said on Thursday,
as the four countries dee-
pen military ties to counter
China’s expanding in-
fluence in the Asia-Pacific
region.

The exercise will be held
on April 7 in the disputed
South China Sea — which
Beijing claims almost en-
tirely — days before U.S.
President Joe Biden is due
to hold the first trilateral
summit with the leaders of
the Philippines and Japan.

The diplomatic sources

Philippine and Australian soldiers march during the military
exercise Alon, held at a naval base north of Manila in 2023. AFp

spoke on condition of ano-
nymity because the drills
have not yet been officially
announced.

Earlier this week, the
Australian warship HMAS
Warramunga arrived at the
Philippine island province

of Palawan, which faces
the hotly contested waters.

The Philippine military
said the visit was “aimed at
strengthening military re-

lations with  partner
nations”.
Regional tensions have
A

counter China

escalated in the past year
as China has become in-
creasingly confident in as-
serting its claims over wa-
ters also claimed by the
Philippines and Japan, as
well as over self-ruled
Taiwan.

In response, the United
States has sought to streng-
then its alliances in the re-
gion, including with treaty
allies Japan and the
Philippines.

Mr. Biden’s planned
April 11 summit with Philip-
pine President Ferdinand
Marcos and Japanese
Prime Minister Fumio
Kishida at the White House
will be the latest in a series
of meetings with Asia-Pac-
ific partners.

A IN-X
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DECEMBER 2023 INCIDENT IN J&K

Army probes point to torture, death of
3 men from Poonch during questioning

Officers among
personnel to face
action; Army says
s committed to
highest standards

AMRITANAYAKDUTTA
NEW/ DELHL APRIL 4

THE ARMY'S internal inquirses.
nto the kiling of theee civikans,

Aser
ror attack in J&KS
December 2023 that left four
Soldsers dead. and into the oper-
ational gaps have found serous

the conduxt of 7-8 per-
sannel. including officers, 28 var-
sous levels.

REVISION AFTER SC

Rajnath Singh met famili

ANife

inquries indicate he three
vilians died of tortuze.,
during nterrogation.

The terroe attack took place

on Decemnber 21 on the Mughal
Road between Dehra Ki Gali and

Sousces have told The fadian
Express that the findings of the

Bufliaz The next morning etghe
civilians were picked up from

r
Rajouri district’s Thanamandi
area Of the e raken away
from Topa Pir. three died of

con 2

T7.00 (T8 BIHAR & RAIPUR. 712 SRINAGAR) WWW.INDIANEXPRESS COM

10 survived ordeal, most
still to recover even after
3 months, unable to work

ARUN SHARMA
JAMMU. APRIL 4

MORETE f

allegedly tortured to death,
While five each were admiced
two rate hospitals.
Of them. the anly one who

they were picked up and tor-
tured, all vy pes

el followne the Killing of four
soldiers in 2 terror attack in
Jama's nine of

has weork, as a rocen

atzendant at a s-mq;-. hoted, is

30-year-old Topa Pir resident
Mohammad Riyaz.

“Nesch before | was packed up.

-

by Ary moc
ing of D 22_1had taken

Vet o retuirn g0 work. many Still
Dursing theis wounds.

Of the 13 Pocach residents
who were rounded up after the
e

RECEPTION™: NCERT

T,.ITS “WEL

3 Babri references out, Ayodhya section
‘revised’ in Class XII new politics book

RITIKA CHOPRA
NEW/ DELHLAPRIL 4

THE sectionon the. hya dis-
pute in a chapeer in NCERT's
X1l political science text-

ook s 22k oy v e rei
to give primacy to
Janmabhooms movement. fac-
tor in the 2019 Supreme Court
werdict allowing the

and. in at least three puLes. rer-
ererces tothe Decemnber 6, 1992
demolition of the Babri Masjid

THIS IS the fourth round

have been deleted. The Indian

changes are part of the

f revision and upd.

e
recent events, changes.

school un-
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Startups come of age as ‘dead pool’ slumps 75%

RAJESH KURUP
Mumbai, April 4

INDIA'S UNICORN STORY may have
slowed down and a large number of
startups maybe freezing in the fund-
ing winter, but there is a good story
unfolding as well — that of an
improving survival rate. Thenumber
of startups thathave shut shop fell by
awhopping 73%in 2023 compared
to 5,640 in the previous year.
According to data provided by
Tracxn, only 1,514 startups have
ended up in the ‘dead pool’ —
euphemism for shutting down in
thestartupworld —in 2023 and one
startupwent belly-up so farthisyear.
In 2021,the numberwas 4,424.
Some of the companies that

FUNDING
SPRING

THERE IS A
HIGH LEVEL OF
MATURITY. THE
INCREASE IN
ACCESSTO
CAPITALHAS
REDUCED THE
RISK OF
FAILURES

Startups deadproled

ended in the dead pool in the past
yearsinclude Zipgo, Niki, GramFac-
tory, Crejo.Fun, FoodyBuddyCher-
ryTin, FrontRow and Crater.Club,
among others.

Market experts believe that these
are signs that the industry is matur-
ing and access to capital continues.

“The decline in startups closing
shop is a testimony of a strong eco-

5

ABHIMANYU BUILDING A

s e Covpa

PARTNER, ~ THROUGH

SPYRE 2022-23 WAS
'COMING-OF-
AGE'. THOSE
WHO SURVIVED

STRONGER

system.Thereisanincreaseinaccess
to capital, reducing risk of failures.
Most importantly, foundersare now
able to avoid mistakes, which were
being made 10 years ago, and build

HAVE ONLY GOT

:Z[ﬂ:ﬁ( THERE'S NOW A
FOUNDER, WEALTH OF
LEXSTART PRECEDENTS,
PARTNERS DATAAND
GUIDANCE
AVAILABLE
TO ASPIRING

ENTREPRENEURS

robust business models,” Shashank
Randev, founder/venture capitalist
of early-stage venture capital firm
100X VC,told FE.

According to Abhimanyu Bisht,

operating partner of proptech ven-
ture fund Spyre, building a com-
panythrough 2022-23 was‘coming
of age’forentrepreneurs.Thosewho
survived have only got stronger
with better unit economics and
robust business models.

“Thenexttwoyearswill see star-
tups being built by new ideology of
founders, who have an established
and long-term vision for their busi-
ness with profitability hard-coded
within,”he added.

There was a 33% drop in fund-
ing for Indian startups in 2022
compared with 2021, a report by
PwCsaid.In 2023, funding further
declined across all stages by 73%.

Continued on Page 5




on new demat
opened in FY24

IN FY2024, a record- =30 - : i
breaking 36.91 — - :
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accounts were

added, bringing the
total number of
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151.38 million as of
March 31, 2024.
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Prostate cang_e@ses in India to douple

ANURADHA MASCARENHAS
Pune, April 4

TWO YEARS AGO, a 64-year-old
general surgeon in Pune com-
plained of backache and was diag-
nosed with an advanced stage of
prostate cancer that had already
spread to his spine. Yet he had no
early symptoms like difficulty in
passing urine. Many Indian men,
like him, are being diagnosed in
late stages and succumbing tothe
disease, says a latest Lancet Com-
mission paper, which has pro-
jected prostate cancerincidencein
India to surge sharply by 2040.

According tothe International
Agency for Research on Cancer
projections,which Lancet has fac-
tored in its analysis, prostate can-
cer incidence in India will double
to about 71,000 new cases per
year by 2040. Prostate cancer
accounts for three per cent of all
cancers in India, with an esti-
mated 33,000-42,000 new cases
diagnosed annually.

“Alarge proportion of patients
inIndiaare diagnosed in advanced

) N O SRR P e

SYMPTO

m Difficult®
urine flow

urbe

m Frequent urination,
especially at night

m Inability to empty the
bladder completely

m Pain or burning
during urination

m Change in bowel habits

S TO LOOK OUT FOR

m Swelling or fluid build-
up inthe legs or feet

m Blood in the urine
orsemen

m Pain in the back,
hips or pelvis

m Painful ejaculation

m Unexplained
weight loss

stages which means that the can-
cer has spread at the time of diag-
nosis.Asaresult,about 65 percent
(18,000-20,000) patients die of
their disease,” says Dr Vedang
Murthy, Professor, Department of
Radiation Oncology and Con-
venor, Uro-Oncology Disease
Management Group at Tata
Memorial Centre,who is among
the authors of the Lancet Com-
mission on Prostate Cancer.

As per the Lancet Commission
report,cases of prostate cancerare
projected to double from 1.4 mil-

lion peryearin 2020 to 2.9 million
per year by 2040 worldwide, with
lowand middle-income countries
predicted to see the highest
increase. The findings will be pre-
sented at the European Associa-
tion of Urology Congress on April
6. Globally, prostate cancer
accounted for around 3,75,000
deaths worldwide in 2020, mak-
ing it the fifth leading cause of
cancer death among men.

This surge can be prevented,
according to Dr Murthy, provided
all men over 60 get tested early

with the same rigour that women
are advised for breast screenings
after 40.This will pick up the can-
cer at a treatable stage than men
who consultadoctorwhenit’s too
late. “Early detection and educa-
tion programmes will help save
lives,”writes Professor Nick James,
lead author of the Commission,
Professor of Prostate and Bladder
Cancer Research at the Institute of
Cancer Research, London.

Why are cancer cases
rising in India?

Ageing populationsandincreas-
ing life expectancy mean there will
be higher numbers of older men in
the coming years. “Also rampant
corporate health checkups that
includea Prostate-SpecificAntigen
(PSA) test,which measures protein
produced by both cancerous and
benign tissuein the prostate glands,
is pushingup numbers,” Dr Murthy
says. The main risk factors are age
and genetics, which, according to
him, are aggravated by additional
factorslike smoking,obesity,a poor
dietand lifestyle.

y 2040: Lancet

hy early awareness and
detection are important

Prostate cancer may cause no
signs or symptoms in the early
stages and it is only in the
advanced stages that patients
report symptoms like trouble uri-
nating, bone pain, blood in the
semen or urine and others.“You
may manage your lifestyle but
early screening in Indian men,
especially those above 60 years, is
required.While general screening
of the population is not recom-
mended, older men with symp-
toms or prostate enlargement like
frequent and night-time urina-
tion, weak urine stream and pain
or blood in the urine should seek
medical attention and have a PSA
blood test done. This simple and
inexpensive blood test is widely
and easily available even in
smaller towns,” says Dr Murthy.

The UK has tried affordable
pop-up clinics and mobile testing
with Man Vans,which provide free
health checks — including PSA
tests — to high-risk men in Lon-
don aged 45 and over.




Solar Waste
Management



* Recently, a report titled 'Enabling a Circular
Economy in India’s Solar Industry — Assessing
the Solar Waste Quantum' shed light on
India's escalating solar waste crisis.

* The study was conducted by the Ministry of
New and Renewable Energy (MNRE) in
collaboration with experts from the Council
on Energy, Environment and Water (a
leading not-for-profit policy research
institution in Asia)




* What are the Key Highlights of the Report?

 Solar Waste Projection: The current solar capacity of India, as
of FY23, has generated about 100 kilotonnes (kt) of cumulative
waste, which will increase to 340 kt by 2030.

* This volume will increase 32 times by 2050 resulting in about 19000 kt
of cumulative waste. -

« 77% of the cumulative waste generated by 2050 will be due to new

capacities. %




» State-wise Contribution: Around 67% of the projected waste by
2030 is expected to be produced by five states: Rajasthan,
Gujarat, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, and Andhra Pradesh.

 Rajasthan will account for 24% of the waste generated by 2030,

followed by Gujarat accounting for 16%, and Karnataka accounting for
12%.



Critical Minerals Content:

Discarded solar modules contain critical minerals essential for India's economic

development and national security, including silicon, copper, tellurium, and
cadmium.

The projected 340 kt of waste by 2030 is estimated to comprise 10 kt of silicon,
12-18 tonnes of silver, and 16 tonnes of cadmium and tellurium.




« Recommendations:

* The MNRE should maintain and periodically update a database
of the installed solar capacity (containing details such as
module technology, manufacturer, commissioning date, etc.) for
accurate mapping of plausible waste generation centres.

* The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change should
issue guidelines for collecting and storing solar waste.

« Furthermore, it should promote the safe and efficient processing of
stored waste.



What is Solar Waste?

About: Solar waste is any waste generated during
the manufacturing of solar modules, or discarded modules
and scrap from manufacturing processes.

e Modules are discarded at the end of their functional life or due to damages
from transportation, handling, and installation.

e Improper handling and landfilling of solar waste should be avoided. Proper
treatment is necessary to reclaim valuable minerals and prevent the
leaching of toxic materials like lead and cadmium.



» What are Electronic Waste Management Rules 20227

« About: The management of E-Waste in India is presently

regulated under_E-Waste (Management) Rules, 2022 under the
Environment Protection Act, 1986

* |t includes waste management of solar PV modules, panels, and cells.

 Applicability: These rules apply to everyone involved in the life
cycle of e-waste, including manufacturers, producers,
refurbishers, dismantlers, and recyclers.
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The Allahabad High Court (HC) has struck down the Uttar Pradesh
Board of Madarsa Education Act, 2004, as unconstitutional.

What is the Uttar Pradesh Board of Madarsa Education Act, 2004?

Overview of the Act:

e The Act aimed to regulate and govern the functioning of madrasas (Islamic
educational institutions) in the state of Uttar Pradesh.



It provided a
framework for the

establishment,
recognition,

curriculum, and
administration of
madrasas across Uttar
Pradesh.

Under this Act,
the Uttar Pradesh
Board of Madarsa

Education was

established to oversee
and supervise the
activities of madrasas
in the state.




Constitutional Violation:

The act has been deemed unconstitutional by the Allahabad HC, as it promotes
education segregated along religious lines, contradicting the principle of
secularism enshrined in the Indian Constitution and fundamental rights.

The Act's provisions were criticised for failing to ensure quality compulsory
education up to the age of 14 years, as mandated by Article 21 A of the
Constitution.




Concerns were raised regarding the exclusion of madrasas from the Right to
Education (RTE) Act, 2009 potentially depriving students of universal and
quality school education.

Limited Curriculum:

Upon examination of madrasa syllabi, the court noted a curriculum heavily
focused on Islamic studies, with limited emphasis on modern subjects.




Students were required to study Islam and its doctrines to progress, with
modern subjects often included as optional or offered minimally.

Conflict with Higher Education Standards:

The Act was deemed to conflict with Section 22 of the University Grants
Commission (UGC) Act, 1956, raising questions about its compatibility with
higher education standards.
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What are the Constitutional Provisions Regarding Education in India?

Provisions Article

The State shall endeavour to provide early childhood care and education for all — Article 45
children until they complete the age of six years —_

The 86 Constitutional Amendment Act of 2002, provided the Right to Education as a

fundamental right in Part Il of the Constitution and made education a fundamental Article 21A
right for children between the ages of six and fourteen. ‘//
Promotion of education and economic interests of Scheduled Castes, Scheduled —mle 46
Tribes, and other weaker sections of the people.
Freedom to attend religious education in certain educational institutions established .
L .. Article 28
_~—under an endowment or trustand admiinistered by the state.
_— Education of minorities, protection of interests of minorities Article 29
—
/,Right of minorities to establish and administer educational institutions Article 30

Parents and guardians must provide educational opportunities for their children

__between the ages of 6 and 14. Article 5TA(K)

\




Budget (2024-25) for Education

Department of School Education & Literacy: It has been allocated X73,498
crore for FY 2024-25.

e This is the highest ever allocation for the department.

e There has been an overall increase of 12,024 crore (19.56%) in the FY 2024-25 from the
Revised Estimates (RE) of 2023-24.

Department of Higher Education: It has been allocated X47,619.77 crore

for FY 2024-25.

e The scheme allocation is X7,487.87 crore and the non-scheme allocation is 40,131.90 crore.

e There has been an overall increase of X3,525.15 crore (7.99%) in the FY 2024-25 with respect
to FY 2023-24.
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India’s First Commercial Crude Oil Storage



India aims to
construct its first
commercial crude oil
strategic storage to

bolster reserves as a
precaution against
potential supply
interruptions.

Indian Strategic
Petroleum Reserves
Limited (ISPRL) has

invited bids for
building 2.5 million

tonnes of
underground storage
at Padur in Karnataka.




= Strategic Petroleum Reserves (SPR) Programme:
——

Phase Location Status

Phase | Visakh,apﬁ,nam Filled (Strategic in nature)

Phase | Mangalu‘,rg, Filled (Strategic in nature)

Phase | Padur <~ _— Filled (Strategic in nature)

Phase I Chandikhol .—-\ Approved (PPP basis)

Phase |l Padur / Approved (PPP basis)




* Crude oil storages on India's East and West coasts are constructed in
underground rock caverns, known as the safest means for storing
hydrocarbons.

* Indian Strategic Petroleum Reserves Limited (ISPRL):

* ISPRL, a subsidiary of the Qil Industry Development Board (OIDB)
under the Ministry of Petroleum & Natural Gas, manages Strategic
Crude Oil Storage facilities, with Engineers India Limited (EIL) as the
Project Management Consultant, overseeing storage operations and
coordinating stock release during supply disruptions through a
Government Empowered Committee.



Strategic Petroleum Reserves

SPR-I —
I Existing Crude OIl Storage
Capacity under SPR-I

©1.33 MMT (vishakhapatnam, AP)
© 1.5 MMT (Mangalore Kamataka)
© 2.5 MMT (Padur, Kamataka)

Gol has set up 5.33 MMT of strategic
crude oil storages in SPR Phase-| at
following 3 locations:

Vishakhapatmam, AP
Mangalore, Karnataka

Padur, Karnataka

SPR-I has been commissioned and
dedicated to the Nation in Feb' 2019

SPR-II

Another 6.5 MMT of strategic crude
reserves is being planned in SPR-1I at:

Chandikhole, Odisha

Capacity under SPR-II

©® 4MMT (Chandikole, Odishq)
® 2.5 MMT (Padur, Karnataka)

Padur, Karnataka



PRATUSH Telescope



* India’s Pratyush Telescope is among the telescopes that astronomers
are considering to put around the moon.

* About -

e Astronomers are looking forward to opening a new window on the

universe by posting higﬂsolution telescopes on the moon, and in orbit
around it. —

 PRATUSH (Probing ReionizATion of the Universe using Signal from
Hydrogen) is a radio telescope, to be sited on the moon’s far side.



* PRATUSH is being built by the Raman Research Institute (RRI) in
Bengaluru with collaboration from the Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO).

* Initially, ISRO will place PRATUSH into orbit around the earth. After
some fine-tuning, the space agency will launch it moonwards.
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The Archaeological Survey of India (ASl) has planned to further excavate the
Purana Qila site near the kunti temple.

About - It is one of the oldest forts in Delhi located on the banks of Yamuna
river.

The fort is popularly known as Indraprastha or Pandavon ka Qila or Old fort.

Literacy evidence- The fort was mentioned by the Greek traveler Megasthenes
in the 4th century BCE as one of the seven cities of Delhi.




« Built by - The present citadel at Purana Qila was
believed to have been built by the 2" Mughal Emperor
Humayun and was completed by Afghan Sher Shah Suri.

 The fort was the inner citadel of the city of Din
Panah during Humayun'’s rule.

 The Qila was inspired by Jama Masjid, which was
established 15 years before the reconstruction of Qila.

« Architecture - Purana Quila is roughly rectangular in
shape having a circuit of walls built using red
sandstone.




Bada Darwaza (Large
Gate)

Forbidden [ North
gateway (Talaqui

darwaza)

Southern gateway
(Purana Quila, Humayun
Darwaza)

It is tucked between two massive,
curving bastions made of rubble
masonry.

It typically combines Islamic pointed
arch with Hindu Chhatris and brackets.

It had a similar plan like northern
gateway.




- Excavation Findings

« Kushan period - Gold foil, ivory sealing,
copper coins, a tortoise amulet.

« Gupta period - Copper
wheel, Gajalakshmi plaque,
 Sultanate period - Ivory locket.

« Sunga and Kushan period - House
structures with brick walls and clay
floors.

« Rajput period - Guard cell and a post '

hole.
/
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We only use 10 percent of our brains.
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