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Nepal Moves to Ratify 
BIMSTEC Charter
t



• The presentation of the Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-. Sectoral 
Technical and Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC), Charter in the 
Federal Parliament of Nepal marks a significant step towards regional 
cooperation and economic prosperity.

• The BIMSTEC Charter was adopted during the Fifth BIMSTEC Summit, 
2022. The Charter serves as the foundational document, setting out 
principles and structures for cooperation among member states.

• Besides Nepal, the other six member countries of BIMSTEC have 
already endorsed the BIMSTEC Charter.



• BIMSTEC, formed in 1997, focuses on economic prosperity, social progress, 
scientific achievement, peace, and stability among countries in the Bay of 
Bengal region.

• It is initially known as BIST-EC (Bangladesh-India-Sri Lanka-Thailand Economic 
Cooperation), and the organisation now comprises seven Member 
States (Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Myanmar, Nepal, Sri Lanka, and Thailand.)





First Home-Grown Gene 
Therapy For Cancer



• The President of India, launched India’s first home-grown gene therapy which is 
CAR-T cell therapy (NexCAR19) for cancer at IIT Bombay.

• About

• NexCAR19 is the indigenously developed therapy for B-cell cancers (types of 
cancers that form in the immune system’s cells) such as leukemia and 
lymphoma.

• It has been developed collaboratively by ImmunoACT, a company incubated at 
the Indian Institute of Technology Bombay (IITB), and Tata Memorial Hospital.

•



• CAR-T Cell Therapy

• T cells are the cells of the immune system that fights infections and can kill 
cancer.

• But, sometimes cancers can evade the T cells and there comes the use of “CAR-
T cell therapy” or Chimeric antigen receptor (CAR) T-cell therapy.

• In this, patients own T cells are taken and modified in the lab so that they can 
recognise and react against the cancer.

• These modified T cells, also called CAR-T cells are then reinfused back into the 
patients. Now, these cells can better recognise cancer and are able to attack it.

•





• Different types of cell therapies

– Stem cell therapy: This type of therapy involves the 
transplantation of stem cells to replace damaged or diseased 
cells. Stem cells have the ability to differentiate into various types 
of cells, including blood cells, nerve cells, and muscle cells, and 
can help repair damaged tissue.
– Dendritic cell therapy: This type of therapy involves the use of 
dendritic cells, which are immune cells that help to coordinate the 
immune response against cancer.



Hike in Prices of 
Essential Medicines



• The National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority (NPPA) has hiked the price of 
essential medicines including painkillers, antibiotics and anti-infectives.

• NPPA was set up under the Department of Pharmaceuticals is an 
independent regulatory agency that controls the prices of pharmaceutical 
drugs in India.

•



• Essential medicines are those 
that satisfy the priority healthcare 
needs of the majority of the 
population.

• The essential medicines list needs to 
be country specific addressing the 
disease burden of the nation and the 
commonly used medicines at primary, 
secondary and tertiary healthcare 
levels.

• The first country in the world to 
compose its EML was Tanzania in 
1970.

•



• In India, The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare prepared 
the first National List of Essential Medicines (NLEM) in 1996. 
Subsequently, the list has been revised.

• Drug Price Control Order, 2013 was issued by the Department 
of Pharmaceuticals under Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers 
for fixing the ceiling price of medicines included in NLEM.

•



Project Akashdeep



• Recently, the Indian Army has started the induction 
of Akashteer Command and Control Systems under ‘Project 
Akashdeep’ to bolster its air defence capabilities.

• About the Akashteer Command and Control Systems

• It is developed by Bharat Electronics Limited (BEL) as part of 
the Atma Nirbhar Bharat initiative.

• It is a cutting-edge initiative designed to automate air defence 
control and reporting processes by digitising the entire 
process.



The system’s Control Centres, designed to be vehicle-based and 
mobile, can maintain operational capabilities even in challenging 
communication environments.

It aims to enable monitoring of low-level airspace over the battle 
areas of the Indian Army and effectively control the Ground Based 
Air Defence Weapon Systems.

By integrating radar and communication systems at all levels into a 
unified network, Akashteer aims to deliver an unprecedented level 
of situational awareness and control.



• Project Akashdeep

• It is an automated air defence control and reporting 
system, similar to the Indian Air Force’s system.

• It focuses on building a comprehensive air defence picture 
for monitoring, tracking, and engaging air defence assets 
by digitising the entire process.



Romania



Research centre in Romania has developed the world’s most powerful laser.

About Romania

It is located in the geographic centre of Europe.

It neighbours to the North of Ukraine, to the East on the Republic of Moldova, 
Ukraine, and the Black Sea, to the South on Bulgaria, to the South-West on Serbia, 
and to the West on Hungary.





Saudi Arabia



• World’s First 3D-Printed Mosque was 
built in Saudi Arabia

• About Saudi Arabia

• It is the largest country in the Arabian 
Peninsula

• It is located in the southwest corner 
of Asia

•





Fun fact 



You need to drink at least eight glasses of water 
every day.





Thank you 
guys.


