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Green Elections in India



• Recently, the Election Commission of India (ECI) voiced its concern 
over the environmental risks associated with the use of non-
biodegradable materials in elections. 

• It has been urging parties and candidates to avoid the use of 
plastic/polythene for preparation of election material during an 
election campaign, since 1999



• Why is There a Need for a Shift Toward Green Elections?

• Environmental Footprint of Traditional Elections: Traditional election 
processes have significant environmental consequences due to various 
factors:

• Campaign Flights: The emissions from campaign flights during elections contribute 
significantly to the overall carbon footprint.

• For example: In the 2016 US presidential elections, the emissions from just one candidate’s 
campaign flights were equivalent to the annual carbon footprint of 500 Americans.

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/carbon-footprint-of-marine-fisheries-lower-than-global-average


Deforestation and Other Issues : Reliance on paper-based materials for 
ballots, campaign literature, and administrative documents leads to 
deforestation and energy-intensive production processes.

Energy-Saving: Large-scale election rallies with loudspeakers, lighting, and 
other energy-consuming equipment contribute to energy consumption and 
emissions.

Waste Generation: PVC flex banners, hoardings, and disposable items used 
during campaigns add to waste generation and environmental impact.



• What is the Concept of Green Elections?

• Green Elections: Green elections are practices that aim to reduce the 
environmental impact of electoral processes. 

• They involve measures such as using recycled materials, promoting 
electronic voting, and encouraging candidates to adopt sustainable 
campaign practices.



• What are Successful Examples of Eco-friendly Electoral initiatives?

• Example from India:

• Kerala’s Green Campaign: 

• During the 2019 general election, the Kerala State Election 
Commission took a proactive step by urging political parties to avoid 
single-use plastic materials during their campaigns.



Hepatitis B: A Public Health 
Concern In India



• A recent study by Sir Ganga Ram Hospital, New Delhi, indicates that public awareness 
and knowledge regarding Hepatitis B, a potentially fatal disease leading to liver 
cirrhosis and cancer, is insufficient in India. 

• What is Hepatitis? 

• About: 

• Hepatitis is the inflammation of the liver, characterised by irritation or swelling of the 
liver cells due to various causes.

• Liver inflammation can manifest as either acute, characterised by symptoms 
like jaundice, fever, and vomiting, or chronic, lasting over six months with no apparent 
symptoms.

•
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• Symptoms:

• Some individuals infected with hepatitis may not exhibit symptoms, but common 
ones include fever, fatigue, loss of appetite, nausea, vomiting, abdominal pain, 
dark urine, clay-coloured bowel movements, joint pain, and jaundice.

•





Nimmu-Padam-Darcha Road in 
Ladakh



Recently, The Border Roads Organisation (BRO) has achieved a significant 
milestone by connecting the strategic Nimmu-Padam-Darcha road in Ladakh.

This road serves as a crucial link between Manali and Leh, passing through 
Darcha and Nimmu along the Kargil–Leh highway. 

It now stands as the third axis connecting Ladakh to the hinterland, alongside 
the existing Manali-Leh and Srinagar-Leh routes.



It will provide all-weather connectivity to the Ladakh region. It crosses 
only one pass i.e. Shinkun La at an elevation of 16,558 feet where 
tunnel work is about to commence under the BRO’s supervision.

The road holds strategic importance due to its shorter distance 
compared to other routes.



• BRO was conceived and raised in 1960 by Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru to 
coordinate the speedy development of a network of roads in the North and 
the North Eastern border regions of the country.

• It works under the administrative control of the Ministry of Defence.





White Rabbit 
Collaboration



• The European Organization for Nuclear Research or CERN has 
launched the White Rabbit Collaboration.

• About

• White Rabbit: The technology is developed to synchronise 
devices in the accelerators down to sub-nanoseconds and solve 
the challenge of establishing a common notion of time across a 
network.



To avoid potential delays, the co-inventors of White Rabbit 
designed a new ethernet switch.

At a scale of billionths of a second, the time light takes to travel 
through a fibre-optic cable and the time the electronics take to 

process the signal are no longer negligible.



• Application:

• White Rabbit is used in the finance sector as well as in 
many research infrastructures, and it is currently being evaluated 
for application in the future quantum internet.

• The technology could also play a key role in the future landscape 
of global time dissemination technologies, which currently rely 
heavily on satellites.



MT TRILAT 24 
EXERCISE



The second edition of IMT TRILAT 24 Exercise was concluded at Nacala, 
Mozambique.

About

It is a joint trilateral maritime exercise between India, Mozambique and 
Tanzania.

The first edition of the exercise was conducted in 2022.

The joint operation was conducted in line with the vision of SAGAR 
(Security & Growth for All in the Region) off the southeast African coast.



India’s First Small-Scale LNG Unit in Madhya 
Pradesh



• The Union Minister for Petroleum and Natural Gas recently 
inaugurated India’s first small-scale liquefied natural gas (SSLNG) unit 
at GAIL (India) Ltd’s Vijaipur complex in Madhya Pradesh.

• This development is part of the government's broader initiative to 
promote the use of natural gas in various sectors and increase its 
share in the country's primary energy mix to 15% by 2030.



• What is LNG and SSLNG?

• About: Liquefied natural gas (LNG) is natural gas that has been cooled to a 
liquid state, about -260°F (-162°C), to make it easier and safer to store 
and transport.

• Natural gas is a cleaner and more economical alternative to conventional 
hydrocarbons like coal and oil, making it crucial in India's transition towards 
greener energy sources.

• The primary component of natural gas is methane, comprising 70-90% of its composition.



• According to the IEA, Natural gas accounts for about a quarter of global electricity 
generation.

• Presently in India the share of natural gas in the energy basket is 6.7%.

• The top natural gas producing countries are the United States, Russia and Iran.

• Small-Scale LNG: SSLNG involves liquefying and transporting natural gas 
on a smaller scale, catering to areas without pipeline connections using 
specialised trucks and vessels.



Closing Ceremony of International 
Year of Millets



• Recently, the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) hosted the 
closing ceremony of the International Year of Millets (IYM) 2023 at 
the FAO headquarters in Rome. 

• The United Nations declared 2023 as the International Year of Millets 
following a proposal by India, supported by over 70 countries, to raise 
awareness about millets' benefits.

• The year-long celebration highlighted millets' nutritional benefits, 
adaptability to adverse climates, and role in creating sustainable 
market opportunities.



• Millets are small-grained, annual, warm-weather cereals belonging to the grass family.

• Jowar (Sorghum), Bajra (Pearl Millet) and Ragi (Finger millet) are the important millets 
cultivated in India.

• Millets are the main crops in semiarid tropics due to low rainfall and poor soil 
fertility. They have higher nutrient content than major cereal crops and are tolerant to 
drought and extreme weather conditions.



Centenary of the Vaikom 
Satyagraha



• Background: Vaikom was a temple town in the princely state of 
Travancore. The low-caste Hindus were not allowed to enter into the 
temples.

• The issue of temple entry was first raised by Ezhava leader T 
KMadhavan in a 1917 editorial in his paper Deshabhimani.

• In the 1923 session of the INC in Kakinada, a resolution was 
passed by the Kerala Provincial Congress Committee to take 
up anti-untouchability as a key issue.

• Vaikom, with its revered Shiva temple, was chosen as the location 
for the very first satyagraha.

• Vaikom Satyagraha was the first among temple entry movements 
in India

• It lasted for 604 days (20 months) from March 30, 1924 to 
November 23, 1925



Reasons:The princely state of Travancore 
had a “feudal, militaristic, and ruthless 
system of custom-ridden government.

The idea of caste pollution worked not only 
on the basis of touch but also sight — lower 
castes were forbidden entry to any “pure” 
place, such as temples and the roads 
surrounding them.

Prominent Leaders : The movement, led by TK Madhavan, EVR Periyar, MK 
Gandhi, and Narayana Guru.

Temple Entry Proclamation : In November 1936, the Maharaja of Travancore 
signed the historic Temple Entry Proclamation which removed the age-old ban 
on the entry of marginalised castes into the temples of the state.



It became the first struggle for human rights in India.

It was also a great opportunity for the Indian National Congress Party to Grow in Kerala.

The Vaikom Satyagraha proclaimed its significance almost a decade later when in November 1936, 
the historic Temple Entry Proclamation was passed, which lifted the age-old orthodox ban on the entry 

of marginalized depressed castes into the temples of Travancore.



Afar Depression



Geologists predict that the African continent’s rift in the Afar 
Triangle could lead to the formation of a new ocean in 5 to 10 million 
years.

About

The Afar Triangle is also known as the Afar Depression, located in 
the Horn of Africa.

The Afar Triangle is a geological depression where three tectonic 
plates—the Nubian, Somali, and Arabian plates— converge.





UNESCO Global Geoparks Network



With Geology at its foundation, UNESCO Global 
Geoparks build upon by bringing together other 
aspects of heritage such as archaeology, history, 

culture and biodiversity.

UNESCO’s Executive Board has endorsed the addition 
of 18 sites to the UNESCO Global Geoparks network. 
Geoparks – UNESCO Global Geoparks are areas with 
internationally important rocks and landscapes, all of 

which are managed responsibly for conservation, 
education and sustainable development.



Global Geoparks Network (GGN) In 2004, 17 
European and 8 Chinese geoparks came together at 
UNESCO headquarters in Paris to form the Global 
Geoparks Network (GGN). 

The Global Geoparks Network was founded under 
the umbrella of UNESCO. Headquarters –

Paris During the 38th session of UNESCO’s General 
Conference in 2015, the 195 Member States of 
UNESCO ratified the creation of a new label, the 
UNESCO Global Geoparks.
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