Daily Current Affairs

P oo [
1d’: Trun

—— |atl0n5hhp -

o deferce. | MOGIGRAISE. Cuih PM & Demarcus
e b

AMU cops

iﬁ@wﬁa

as pmlo.slors run ric - “A:a‘m“"’nl"’u:'ﬂi. R Lo chver s

e e
\\\Thelndlan EXPRESS

U q\».-\ M oF o

. w1 3T o P

-*-A He Dhink s BE i€3.2 new
Aupter o tiex Mo

12 e |GOO Mommg Indlamenca

Pf\l Sousing rekc ame i Ademe ahad
dteesfalis n NewDehitoday
i ¢~ R et

Policeman afnong S killed | Donald Trump calls Mc
in l)dhl viol¢nce over CAA | friend: ld\'l‘lh(‘\ p]d]sc

ST trail. NIA
Ructs scarches in T

THE

SThelndianEXPRESS FINANCIAL
EXPRESS




»

/" PIB, PR4 &

The Hindu \é ‘
U i ‘ Other
newspaper

¥

S &
The Indlan i ‘ Jansatta
Express

1
Financial
Express



Class24 App download




Teh 9 Uah [ al il & 8t o7l Histe
Slche S8 df Al Sff Wlche AZ ST

- 4 ' e
. ‘ .

-

'S

Glilzar



INTERNATIONAL
“DITION

24 Pages

THE

INDIAS NATIONAL NEWSPAPER SINCE 1878

IN

www.thehindu.com
rolsow us
Dewsth e/t

Betpe S mewsth. live/ie

Vol. 2 - No. 13

fr—r——r—

-y

T T

Crer— =

N YR S T

Sty e Tieousews ® vt ®  nsser = e =

= eteen = comea w eeen

2024 POLLS

How Ffar will
Arntificial

Intelligencee&EZo?

As synthetic and realistic deepfakes
have found their way into election
campaigning, experts warn against the
prevalent menace of misinformation

E—
A\,

The dissident vocalist
in the Carnatic
music scene
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wiG o 10/

Tropical cyclones of
higher intensity
demand new category
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Mayank Yadav
swings it

Super Giants® way
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CAA Rules silent on fate of rejected applicants

Applicants can be rejected by an empowered

ittee if their do:

fail scrutiny

NEW DELHI

s start
coming in through
the online citizen-

ship portal of the Citizen-

gal. entered the country
ago and have been
citize: fon

Adverse security clearance report also leads to
rejection; review procedures absent in CAA Rules

Hurdles in front

ship (Amendment) Act tee,or ifthere is an adverse
(CAN). some 2 y report
plicants are worried about bout them, their applica-

rejected. The tions for Indian citizenship
lav. s kulrs notified earlier under be re-
this month, are silent re- jected.

tention centres”
~1f an application is reject-
ed. people may end

™ —— -
A protest rally held against CAA in
Holkata. a9

dud. an Assam-based la
wyer who has worked ex
on

ing to the Scheduled Caste

cases in the State. “the re-
view of the rejection is to
be done the auth-

of the Act). In case the re-

view is rejected, a writ peti-

tion can be filed before the
High Court

Raises concern®
The und the

rejection of appllcxﬁom

desh. The parent law, the
Act,

C
rian who hails

to iron

Some potential appli-  kur, a Tri
cants lakhs of
peopie from the Matua from a Hindu

out differences

in West Bengal

KOLKATA
With the Left Front's AL india
Forward Bloc and the Congress
in collision course aver the

of West Ben-

1955, says
har the applicant may file
a review before

that migrated from Bangla-

the Central government

poses
B for the Macss communt-
v in West Bengal. who
stand to benefit from the
cans avlsbon of fast-
tracked citizenshi

khs of people belons-

within 30 days and “the
decision of the Central go-
vernment on such review
shall be final ™

According to Aman Wa-

Pakistan) before and after
the 1971 war with Pakistan.
Many came without any

zenship. such as passports
and voeer identlry cards.
Ms. a M
leatler mommingred to-the
Rajya Sabha by the Trina-
mool Congress in Febru-
ary, said that the Rules

ancestors
Bangladesn. If an applica:

Citizenship Act, 1955, had a provision to file
review application before the Union govt.

tion is rejected, people
may up in detention
centres,” she said.

i countries,
the Rules indicate that doc-
uments are essential.

Epitome of elegance

Traditional affair: Girls perform Bifu after completing a dance w

Bihu wil be celebrated in Assam from Aprit 13 to mark the beginning of the Assamese New Year. sTu

p ahead of Bohag Sihu festaval in Guwahati on Saturday. Bohag
R monemAR

NewsClick in
UAPA case

NEW DELHI

The Delhi Police on Satur-
day filed its first chargesh-
eet against news portal
NewsClick and &ts founder
Prabir Purkayastha, in a
case lodged under the Un-
lawful ies (Preven-
1967, fo
allegations that they re-
ceived funds through Chi-
nese firms to spread pro-
China propaganda.
The chargesheet. yhich

years, zakaar funds,
calculated at 2.5% oi an
sa‘v‘lﬂ&s

that uses zakaar money to
pay those who cannot
aﬁ‘ord e

ko et

and eligible assets, a
being used to free inmates
of jails who have served
their prison sentences but
upport systems
to pay fines associated
with thelr convictions.
Moin Pasha, an
octogenarian, says, "It was
two years ago that I got to
know of an organisacion
“i

district jal authorites. ST

i Hind, a

last year we {e]

fines that are the 1.
with p =

Add: . we have paid

sionally.

bail money for 35
isoners and have got

them all released.” Ahmed
Shakeel,

grEanisation. after due

diligence, identifies
prisoners who are

Rrstrime offenders

finance secretary. MP,
says.
The MPJ. an affiliate of

small 3
i whe have o atlly or

A neble cause: MPJ socretary Shaik Xasim Sshah with hammam
CIAL ARRANGENENT

since 2007-08 and have

know that
The sktuation is so bad thac
families cannot even
afford to pay $TS00. The

aim and object of our
organisation is to help
everyone.” he says. Chakraborty later turned
approver in the case.
Under Section 43 D of

‘Religious injunction”
Ghazala Ahmed (name A, the time to file a
changed upon request. an | chargeshéet in a case ex-

entrepreneur. o has

is two-fold: a religious

injunction ice to file the

PrfIod. and we belp s The FIR was reglsleled
family in dire need.” she after The

says. Pubished & report saytas

desh as disputed territory.

President presents -+
Bharat Rama to
four posthumously

O Nitya Rac receives Bharst Ratna from President Droupad

Murmu on Behalf of Dr. M.

NEW DELHE

than on Saturday. Ars

ceremony in the Rashtra-
pati B

o Mur-
mu on Samrday conferred
the Bharat Ratna on form-
& Prime Ministers PY. Na-
rasimha and Chaud-

agrono-
Swaminath-

mist
B ATD foi aaan: srere

an active part in the free-
dom  seri

at a brief ceremony at the
Rashtrapati Bhavan.
late Rao's award

was received by his son,
PN Prabhakar Rao, while
Singh's award was recefve:
by his gx. . Jayant
<l hary. Dr. vami-
nathan's daughter, Nitya
received the awa

s was received by his
son, Ram Nath Thakur.

Ms. Murmu Is likely to
visit Mr. Advani, the other
awardee this year, at his re-
sidence to honour him as
his mobility is restricted
because of frail health.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi. Home
Amit Shah.
dent and Leader of the Op-
position in the Rajya Sabha

rjun Kharge, and Bi-
har Chisf Minieer Nt
Kumar were among those
who were present at the

ed - the of
ial handle of the Rashtra-
pati Bhavan sasd in a post
on X

Recalling the late Cha-

economy. are respect-
fully remembered.” Presi-
dent AMurmu said Dr.
Swa played a ma-
jor role in making India
Self sufficient in food pro-
ducton.

the selfless ac-

tions of Karpoori Thakur,
the official handle of Rash-
trapati  Bhavan  said:

“Working tirelessly to im-
prove the lives of the disad-




President presents -
Bharat Ratna to
four posthumously

Dr. Nitya Rao receives Bharat Ratna from President Droupadi
Murmu on behalf of Dr. M.S. Swaminathan on Saturday. AnI

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

President Droupadi Mur-
mu on Saturday conferred
the Bharat Ratna on form-
er Prime Ministers P.V. Na-
rasimha Rao and Chaud-
hary Charan Singh; former
Bihar Chief Minister Kar-
poori Thakur; and agrono-
mist Dr. M.S. Swaminath-
an. All four awards were
presented posthumously
at a brief ceremony at the
Rashtrapati Bhavan.

The late Rao’s award

ceremony in the Rashtra-
pati Bhavan.

‘Exemplary actions’

“As the ninth Prime Minis-
ter of India, Shri P. V. Nara-
simha Rao led far-reaching
economic reforms. Earlier,
in his youth, he had taken
an active part in the free-
dom struggle, especially
against the misrule and op-
pression in the Nizam-
ruled Hyderabad,” the offi-
cial handle of the Rashtra-
pati Bhavan said in a post
on X.
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BHARAT RATNA AWARDED

President Droupadi Murmu confers Bharat Ratna, the country’s highest civilian honour,
posthumously on former prime ministers PV Narasimha Rao and Chaudhary Charan Singh,
agriculture scientist M S Swaminathan and former Bihar chief minister Karpoori Thakur
during a ceremony at Rashtrapati Bhavan on Saturday. P11



Type
Description

Country
Presented by

Ribbon

Obverse

Reverse

Established
First awarded

Last awarded

Total

Next (lower)

National civilian

Highest Civilian Award of the
Republic of India

e India

ﬁ President of India

An image of the Sun along
with the words "Bharat Ratna",
inscribed in Devanagari script,
on a peepal (Ficus religiosa)
leaf
A platinum State Emblem of
India placed in the centre with
the national motto,
"Satyameva Jayate" (Truth
alone triumphs) in Devanagari
script
1954; 70 years ago
1954

e C. Rajagopalachari

e Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan

¢ C. V. Raman
2024

e Karpoori Thakur

e L al Krishna Advani

e Chaudhary Charan Singh

¢ P.V. Narasimha Rao

¢ M. S. Swaminathan

53
Precedence
I Param Vir Chakra
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Jayaprakash Narayan*

Bihar

1902-1979

Narayan was an independence activist and social reformer. He was
commonly referred as "Loknayak" ("People's Leader") and is known for the
Total Revolution Movement initiated during the mid-1970s against the then

government of India.!'>°]

Amartya Sen

West Bengal

1933-

Sen is an economist and the winner of the Nobel memorial prize in economic
sciences in 1998.[1601[161]

Gopinath Bordoloi*

Assam

1890-1950

Bordoloi was an independence activist and politician, who served as the first
chief minister of Assam (1946-50).1'62] His was instrumental in uniting
Assam with India when parts of it wanted to accede to Pakistan.!'62]

Ravi Shankar

Uttar Pradesh

1920-2012

Ravi Shankar was a musician and sitar player. He has won four Grammy
Awards and is often considered "the world's best-known exponent of
Hindustani classical music".[1641165]




Embarrassing: SC
judge on Govs
facing litigation
from state govts

DELHI LIQUOR POLICY CASE

ED questions Delhi minister Gahlot, AAP
alleges BJP plot, attempt to topple Govt

BJP counters, says
AAP government
and party MLAs
inundated in
corruption’

eration. Though it is called a gu-
bernatorial POsE. it is a serious
constitutional t. and
S MILST act as pes the
rusion so this kind of liri-

JATIN ANAND
NEW DELHI. MARCH 30

THE ENFORCEMENT Disectorate
on . Deths

do
dutses as per the Constitution.”
she observed.

the Delhi excise poficy case. He
is the third senios AAP minsster

THE WORLD

ve Case after
e T e
former deputy
Mianish Steodi, Bath af whoen
were subsequently placed un-
der arresz.
Terming the ED's mowe as
Open vendetta” against the AAP.

sersor party
Arsshi alleged that the probe is 3
ByPconspizacy o toppie the AAP
Sources th the AAP alleged
that the BJP-led Centre wants to
~finish™ the party and destabilise
its gover niment in Delh by ~cre-
~so

cone PAGEZ

‘Misbehaviour, assault’:
Football federation
member held after two
women players complain

PAVNEET SINGH CHADHA
PANAILNEW DELHI MARCH 30

THE GOA police on Saturday ar-
ed Sharma, an exec

misbehaving with two
women footballers of a club dur-
ng ther stay in Goa for the ca-
Soeng Endian Woenen's League 2.

Deepak
Sharma is
executive
committee

member
of AIFF

strait) and 354A(sexual harass-
ment) of the Indian Penal Code
and the accused will be pro-
duced in 3 coust on Sunday. the
police said.

Eartier in the day. the Union

ports Anurag

eye

THE SURDAY EXPRESS MAGAZINE

" Age carching up. Dhonis
CSK fans are savousing
every moment of him

FOUR-PAGE PULLOUT

Plans under way to
make Mumbai first
tri-service common

defence station

Logistics to repairs to supplies, Army,
Navy. IAF facilities will be combined

AMRITANAYAK DUTTA
NEW DELHI. MARCH 30

Ty and the Indisn Al Force
(IAF] — 2 step aimed at achiev-
ing jointness among the three
services ahead of the creatson of

sussmn, o this effect are

ry he-
e’.\:ly.lnd dans-mnsﬁaylo
. offic

Delhi CM Arvind Kejriwal's wife nit: 3 with Soren. wife of former Jharkhand CM Soren on
day mmmxmmxmhmmxalm Sonia Gandhi_
isin 3 March 2 January 311 TEDREPORTS. > =, 7
= TED WITH JALS KEY TO CASE
E
= Partyand ED asks Apple to help access CM’s
= ® the polis
phone; questlomng for 5 hours daily
THE sUMBACSING of
Kailash Gahio by ED has The ED does not have any re- PAESSWOrd, SOUro
raatied AAP with s top RmJSARIN covered electronic evn!en-.e Sensor officials Enked
— CM Arvind NEW DELHI, MARCH 30 against the Chief Minister in the  case said that the Chief Minister,  supplies— So that they could be
Kegrivsal Manish Sisods, foermn of his 3 x e e 2nd br under 2
S-ngqﬁ—@-ldsnl)a— INVESTIGATORS __ OF lJ\e or desktops but four mobile  that by his In the case
xcdar Jain phones. including s were con-  data and chats, the ED would be  of Mumbai_the Nawvy will be the
custody. ln the ru'n-up(o have Dedhi Cl-eansltlAMM fiscated On the night of his as- privy to detals of AAP's “election lead service given that it has the
Polls, with a shadow row Kejriwal in their custody for over rest on March 21. around Rs strategy”™ and pre-poll alli. largest g
©on Gahilot, consideved an a week now. have contacted Sound The ED Ar of of
AAP veteran. the party’s Appie to help gas touched — in his The by Apple. o re spread across
. iPhone, The Indian Express has  Chief Minister had switched off  turers of The phone, o obtain  Musmibai and its suburbs and op-
learmed. his iPhone and hasn't shared his = 2 e s Unde'(hephn. coer - traning
s, nfrastructure and well as storages. repair and
— e

Donor No.2 Megha bought poll bonds
even as it got key Govt, PSU contracts

Megha bought bonds forI966 cr; in 9 instances, around time it won contracts

RAVIDUTTA MISHRA
& SUKALP
NEW DELHL MARCH 30

ANUMBSBER of lasge infrastruc-
e~ peojeces . of - Megha

& Infrastractuse Lid
(PAEIL) were awarded to it by

e
prems Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP). shows an
analysss of boed Ssuance and re-
Gempeion data made publc by
the Election Commission of
ndla_

promoted

Parniedty Pithi Ry and P

and
public sector undertakings
(PSUS) either just before or im-
ediately after the Hyder.
Beadquarsered company pur-
hased electoral bonds. a

INSIDE

Sanirdioy e Mapss palice sea,  Thalur posted oatine. —The
Khad FC ¥ has take s
the 1 ey -
omens. e.alleged  assault uponwamen foctbaliers CAMBODIA "CYBER

accompanying membe:
team during their stay in Goa.
The accused, Deepak Sharma.
s been arrested and
fegal acton & taken " North
Goa Superintendent of Police
Alshac Kaushal said.
An FIR has been registered
r sections 323 (voluntarily
causing hart, 341 (wronsful re-

The Chamkila story: From Dalit labourer Dhani Ram to a music icon

PAGE
ANCHOR

KAMALDEEP SINGH BRAR
AMRITSAR MARCH 30

IN THE earty 1950s, Surinder
Shinda_a rencwned Pun folk

Indian Women's League 2 in
Goa. AIFF has been directed to

SAYS
250 INDIANS HAVE

iy 2t security of our oot urz nmn-m aema
ballers The muinistry has further TOINDIATO
dimected AIFF to take stronz besal  FACE ACTION: NAVY
action and inform the

actions taken. catery KERALA 3 D
Snd security of players are our  IN MOSQUE MURDER
Utmost priceiy. PAGES 8.9

sician worked frequently with
Shénda

The altusm, Wrkaye T2 Tkaa
Khadice. Dhani Ram in-
Stant sStardom and gave the
world Amar Singh Chamks

rry—six years after his death,
o

e role of Chamkila in his nexx
film directed by Imtiaz Ali Buc
what makes the Chamkila story

Born on July L1960, inan im-

poverished household  in
Ludhiana district's Dugri village.

fans. Punjabs singer-actos Diljit
Dosan;h's fascination with the

=
MNamed Dhans Ram at birth, he
worked as a labourer in
Ludhiana's Haibowal area to

during legacy of the iconic singer,

Sonia. a grade-A singer with
AV ey
o recard

ngabi o

fous songs with Di.

ssc female
sons i

' The
Dalit laboures and budding me-

2t Arriaeyor Kavs.
The singes-actor is set w reprise

music drowe him to join drama
Zroups I was in these groups
thache his acring !

worth Rs 966 crore, and is the
second Largest buyer after Future
Garni

L sdentified
five masor projeces that MEIL

between 2019 and 2023

Congress gets tax
notices for three
more years, total I-T
demand Rs 3,567 cr

e Soverrevent at the:
the state whose undertaking
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Pawar vs Pawar in Baramati: Ajit’s wife
to ta take on three—tlrne MP Supriya Sule

MANOI M
AL AN Oz ArKaAR
PUNE. MUMBAL MARCH 30

IT IS going o be 3 Pawar versus
swar battle in  western
AMaharashira’s Baramati Lok
Sabha constituency, the fortsess
of forres chuef ministes and NCP
(SP) president Sharad Pawar

The NCPled by
Deputy €M Ajit
Parvice on Saturday
announced the
e af Bis wide
Sunecsa Paw:

2

mManosca TAX DEMANDS
NEW DEL I, MARCH 30 ON CONGRESS >
THE CONGRESS Satusday ssd Av Demand @)
has received fresh notices froen
the Incorme-Tax department for 1994-95
SSIment 2014-1510 2034-15 66305
2016, 17 ratsing demands of Bs 201518
1.745 croce. together with 208627 arz=
the notice for assessment years.
1994-95 arxd 201718 o 202021 207718 1851.99
takes the total demand to Rs 2018-19 17873
3567 croe
R i Smates 2019-20 91845
Ton pa Saibd fresh notices. 2020-ZX 49001
were received Friday evenin; [ Fo3AL 556733 ]
hours after the party hit cut 3t e Ao Ve
B;v-n-acenuugmem e " 1 2003 MO, Semercr: Compgres
= of i “rax

Terrorison t aARCisly Crip.

ple” it abead of Lok Sabha elec-  asking it to pay RS 1823 crore.

On Friday. Congress had in a
sasd it re-

aerant, pitring her agatnsther
i i s S Pt s
daughter Superya Sule. who has

PAGE 2

ceived notices for five years
¢ sment Year 1994-95 and
AYs 2017-18 to 2020-21) from

Despite working as a
. Dhani Ram continued

t0 pursue his musical aspira-
tions. including collaborating
with renowned folk singer
setmng up the stage

ax department.

star. Dhani Ram was reboen as Shortly after pasti
Char i
The music
gther tape_ Baaper:
Gaya. once agam
dynamic duo. Chamidla oa
bined talent and
Gmicpae style Captured the hearts

Labei released an-
Saada Gum Ho

of

S Dtishing himei? a5 3 peotific

songwriter for Shinda.
A pivotal moment in Dhani

mand for their performances at
weddings and other events.
Despite their joint

Their debut LP record. Bhel Gay
AMain Ghund Kodna, featured an

G nBiDy st o e

and record
duet pastner Sonia made him a

only Rs 200
e performance. while
Rs 600.

Pl Main Darr Cayi Mearnwtile.
Chamikila's distinctive styte and
nated in Sonia’s decision o part
wways with Chamkila after he in-

wnmmmzmmm.m
g his SLarus a3 messical
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Bima Sugam can be a game-changer for insurance

Theinsurance regulator
has approved setting up
of Bima Sugam, an online
insurance marketplace.
Saikat Neogi explains
how it will make
insurance products
accessibleto the
underserved, help
companies reduce costs
and provide an end-to-
end digital journey for all
policyholders

L%
insurance penetration
in India which is low
compared to the global
average of 6.8%

¥4L2,322 crore

commission expenses
oflife insurers in FY23,
anincrease of 18% as
compared with FY22

20,145 crore

commission expenses
of general insurers in
FY23, up from ¥16, 931
crorein FY22

o How will it

benefit consumers?

THEY CAN COMPARE policies
and make informed decisions
based on their needs. The
portal will eliminate
paperwork and save them
from the hassles of filling
physical forms and submit
copies of KYC details like PAN,
Aadhaar, photo etc. The soft
copies of the policies will be
available through an electronic
insurance account. Customers
canraise service requests, pay
renewal premiums and claim
maturity benefits from the
portal as all policies will be
linked and stored in the
platform. The regulator had
proposed that aninsurance
company can offer discounts
on premium rates for policies
purchased from the platform.

@ Impacton
aggregators

THE REGULATOR HAS said that
the platformis not aimed at
putting aggregators or online
distributors out of business and
that they can be a part of it.
However, margins ofaggregators
will be affected as they charge a
fixed commission to sell products
and push those policies where
the commissions are high. The
portal will be a repository as all
policies will be stored in digitised
format, which is not availableina
aggregator platform. As Bima
Sugam will be promoted by the
insurance regulator, people are
likely to have greater faithinit.

o What are the
challenges?

WHILE THE PLATFORM'S initial
launchwasin January last vearit




e What is Bima Sugam?

ITWILLBE an online insurance
marketplace, backed by the
regulator, where allinsurance
companies — life, general and
standalone health insurance —
can sell their products and
customers can compare and
purchase various policies. It will
manage existing policies and
streamline the entire insurance
value chain such as viewing
details, paying premiums,
facilitating claim settlement.
The Open Network for Digital

Commerce-like electronic
marketplace, Bima Sugam, will
serve as adigital public
infrastructure that can bridge
geographical barriers and make
products more affordable. It will
make insurance products
accessible to underserved
populations. The platform will
be integrated with various
government databases,
insurance companies and
insurance repositories for
sharing and use of data.

® Who will run the marketplace?

ITWILLBE a not-for-profit
company formed as per Section
8 ofthe Companies Act. The
shareholding will be held by life,
general and standalone
insurance companies. However,
no single entity will have a
controlling stake. While the
capital-sharing arrangement is
yet to be notified, the draft
states that the shareholders will
contribute to capital as and
when required. The regulator
will nominate two members on

the board of the company and
approval of the regulator will be
required to appoint the
chairperson and chief executive
officer of the company. The
board will constitute a risk
management committee to
mitigate various risks.
Consumers won't be charged
for availing the services and they
can access the portal through
Aadhaar authentication unlike a
demat accountwhich is
required kfor share trading.

financialexp.epaprin

eHow will it help insurance companies?

ITwill enable insurers real-time
access to validate and
authenticate data from multiple
government entities such as
UIDAI, DigiLocker, Parivahan. It
will help them to reduce time
and costs for customer on-
boarding. Companies can
reduce their distribution costs
and commissions paid to
intermediaries — around 40% is
paid for selling a new policy — if
they sell their products directly
by listing their policies

on the platform, manage quotes
and receive applications.
InsureTech start-ups can
leverage the data through the
standard application
programming interface
integration to develop
customised products for the
evolving needs of consumers
across various geographies and
geographies. It will encourage
innovation while ensuring
consumer protection and
regulatory compliance.

New Delhi

IdUTILTTVWdD 1T1Jdludly IdsL yedl 1L
has been delayed due to several
technical challenges. It has to
address risk factors such as data
privacy protect sensitive personal
information of policyholders. The
platform must have technology in
place forintegrating with existing
insurance companies' systems
and regulatory framework. The
regulator will have to create
public awareness forwidespread
adoption and ensure user-
friendliness so that those with
limited knowledge oftechnology
can even operate on it, especially
in semi-urban and rural areas.
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Union Home Minister Amit
Shah oo Sunday lsunched the
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Russia keeps up
attacks on Kyiv's
energy facilidies

wvev
With Russia escalsting its
attacks on Ukrainian energy
infrastructure . > cruse missile
ik on in Ulsaine’s westem
L region ki man,
while anuh:r e died i

k i the northeast officials
=25d on Sunday. » PAGE 14

“Sri Lanka held
fair probe into
Easter bombings®

coromso

Sei Lankan President Rand

irestigation for the
independent exscution o
justice in the 2019 Easter
Sunday bombings. » PAGE 14

Democracy is in danger, warns Opposition

INDIA bloc holds rally in solidarity with Delhi
CM Kejriwal and former Jharkhand CM Soren

NEW DELML

nder the banner of
W ke
chao™ “Save De-

mocracy”, leaders of the
indian National Develop-
mental, Inclusive Allance
GNDIA) stood united at the
Ramlila Masdan on Sunday
darity with Delhi
Chief Mimister Arvind Kejri-
and former jharkhand
Chief Minister Hemant So-
ren, who were arrested in
separate cases
forcest

the Opposition leaders =3
mented the lack of a level
playing ficld for them In
the -Jecnon citing “coer-
cive action” by Central
Sgencies agatnst them and

come tax notices finan
cially crippling them.

This was in effect
first public meeting of the
10-month-old INDIA bloc,
which has been hi

seat-sharing
ments.

Former Congress presi-
dent Rahul Gandhi assert-
ed that without EVM ma-
nipulation  and

Leaders urge poll body to ensure level playing
field, flag ‘coercive action’ by Central agencies

Call for change: Leaders of SNDIA bloc attend the Loktantrs Bachso rally 3t Ramlils Maidan in New Dethi on Sunday. SHASH SHe

tntimidatory tactics. the

“When pressure Is put
on umplires and captains,
players are t off and
the match is won in crick-
et. it is called match-fixing.
We have the Lok Sabha
election before us. Who se-
lected the umpires? Before
the march started,
piayers were

mind the crowd of remarks
from a BIP MP, who he did
hat the

guarantees — 24x7 power

fcs in every village. &

aMr. Gandhi smd.
c

pnml An every districe, and

this country il be

uppore_price
for al crons

the INDIA bloc™.
2D leader Tejashwi va-
regaled !he crowd with
“Tum Toh

a song

Gowinda's

jan Chale Sasural. The ac-
tor had recenty joined the
Shiv Sena (Eknath Shinde),
which is part of the BIP-Jed
NDA. The song mocked the
overnment’s alleged

dses . Kkt iy

Sline | =Abki  badr, 400
paar~ (This time, over 400
geat), ticatcs that they
have already fixed
EVMs.

Former Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister Akhilesh Ya-
dav commented that Uttar

p need to
be kicked out of the coun-
try. The BJP and RSS are
like poison. You will die
even if you taste Y
Mr. Khar, said. The Con-
gress president also spol
to his allles, asking m o

knows how to

Participants at the rally, including Trinamool
Congress, recommit themselves to the alliance

Prakash Narayan raised the
sl

nue in 201 hosted the An-

na Hazare movement —

that led to the rise

and the fall of the Congress
Cen

of the rally, on behalf of the

INDIA bloc, G

eral secr

Candnhi vadra read ot

fire part . camands . Tha

Opposition parties  de-
manded (h_n me Elec(lon

a level

people
S TiA therm farewe:
L the BJP, he
he ruling pa;

ning 400 seats is scared of
Mr. Kejriwal and other Op-

o i Seanitaetian - va
port.

S Than Tally e sarvad a8
rtunity for many
INDIA Dloc particinants to

leaders.

But amidst the uniformi-

ty in the message. there

were also underlying con-
Pt

“Time to
< Dalli-

karjun Kharge likened the
BJP and RSS to =
You have to declde if you

Which he promised. fve

(ors.hlp... Those who sup-

1o
the anti-BJP alliance. Trina-
mool Congress, which had
refused to concede any
seat to Congress in West
Bengal, asserted that It
“was, is, and will be part of

VD general
secretary Sitaram Yechury

‘meeting was held

plzylng field fnr them and
oes

dering by the BJP using the
electoral bonds.
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Rekindling spirit

Non-residents
will have a

say in Kerala’s
voting pattern

XOZHIKODE

With the latest available
statistics from the Election
Commission showing
88,000 expatriate voters
from Kerala, several candi-
dates or their poll manas-
ers from

Israeli strike on
hospital camp in
central Gaza kills 4

DEIR AL-BALAH

An Israeli air strike hit a
tent camp in the courtyard
of a crowded hospital in

Sunday.

northern parts of the Scate
are embarking on fore:
Vhex switH ¢ Smaniticen o
renewi both in
terms of votes and funds,
ahead of the Lok Sabha
electio

FuLL REPORT
»PAGE 3

Congress ‘callously’ gave away Katchatheevu to Sri Lanka: PM

working for 7S years and
The ne

NEW DELHLCOIMBATORE

Prime =

count ws re-
port — based on replies

Modi on Sunday came
down heavily on the Con-
gress over the ceding of
Karchatheewvu island to Sri
Lanka in 1974 by the then-
Indira Gandhi govern-
ment, an issue that has

facts reveal how Congress

usly gave away Katch-

atheevar...” He added that

S weakening India's unity,
h

r a Right 1o
Inrmation. (RTD query
filed by Tamil Nadu

The RT1 replies give de
tails owver the conflicting
aims on the island. with

o oFingia e being -

i i Lanika and India lesve Katchatheens island after
Ehe festival of St. Anthory's Church o in March 2023, L BAACHANOAR

clined to cede the territory.

Chief Minister and late Dra-
vida Munnetra Kazhagam
leader MM

du for the election.

brought against his govern-
ment In the Lok Sabha. A

ter on Sunday underscored
his attack on the Congress
on the of the inte-

The ess and the DMK
are in alliance in Tamil Na-

grity of Indias soverelen
as well as his elec-

toral push towards South
india, especially Tamil Na-
du.

‘Retrieve island”

Speaking near Palladam,

Mr. Annamalal said the Ta-
mil Nadu BJP was deter-

sald it was the only way to
have a permanent solution

Binister
t 2 year ago.

COMGRESS HITS BACK
» PAGE S

ne. g
The incident happened
at the al-Agsa Martyrs Hos-
piml ko Defc. ‘atBalsh
where thousan, people
e Shelrerod after Recing
their homes elsewhere in
the war-ravaged territory.
Thie lirnell mlllesry aatdl
it soruck command
centre of the Istamic Jihad

start of the war nearly six
months ago, viewing
as relatively safe from air

strikes. Israel accuses Ha-
mas other militants of

past 24 hours, Egypt

hm(ed an Israell delega~
for new round

talks In o bid to Sociwe A&

truce with Gaza's Hamas

rulers. Hamas would

be

- ins: Palestinisns check the damage >t 3 makeshift
camp in front of 3i-Ag=a Martyrs Hospital on Sunday. AFP




Non-residents
will have a

say in Kerala’s
voting pattern

Aabha Raveendran
KOZHIKODE

With the latest available
statistics from the Election
Commission showing
88,000 expatriate voters
from Kerala, several candi-
dates or their poll manag-
ers from constituencies in
northern parts of the State
are embarking on foreign
visits with the intention of
renewing support, both in
terms of votes and funds,
ahead of the Lok Sabha
election.



Non-residents will have a say
in voting pattern in Kerala

Despite the hike in airfares, a large expatriate population from West Asian countries are likely to

be in the State; candidates or their poll managers too visit these countries to garner NRKs’ support

Aabha Raveendran
KOZHIKODE

head of the Lok
ASabha election,
several candidates

or their poll managers
from constituencies in
northern Kerala are em-
barking on visits to Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC)
nations, especially the Un-
ited Arab Emirates (UAE).
Some have already paid
their visit and returned.
Their aim is to renew sup-
port from expatriates, both
in terms of votes and
funds, as the clout wielded
by the community can
sway the outcome, a fact
that political parties are
keenly aware of.
“Expatriates’ votes
could be a determining fac-
tor in polls in at least five
constituencies — Malappu-
ram, Kasaragod, Kollam,
Vadakara, and Thrissur,”
said Attakoya Pallikkandy,
chairman of the Pravasi
Development, Rehabilita-

tion and Welfare Centre
based in Kozhikode.

The Malayali diaspora
from Pathanamthitta, Kot-
tayam, and Ernakulam dis-
tricts are mostly settled in
the U.S., Canada, Australia,
or the U.K. and rarely re-
turn to their homeland. On
the other hand, those
working in the GCC are
closer to their roots.

The latest available sta-
tistics from the Election
Commission show that
there are around 88,000
expatriate voters from Ker-

ILLUSTRATION: SATHEESH VELLINEZHI

ala, of whom around
82,000 are men while
around 6,000 are women.

However, it is a concern
that majority of the eligible
voters out of the 35 lakh
Non-Resident Keralites
(NRKs), including 25 lakh
in GCC, have not applied
for the suffrage rights. “It is
not just the voting rights,
but their influence on their
families. Every NRK has at
least four people back
home whom he or she can
influence,” said K.V. Sham-
sudheen, chairman of

UAE-based Pravasi Bandhu
Welfare Trust.

Past two elections
Mr. Pallikandy claims that
the expatriate population
was instrumental in turn-
ing the tide in favour of the
United Democratic Front
in the 2019 Lok Sabha elec-
tion, while it was clearly in
favour of the Left Demo-
cratic Front in the Assemb-
ly election in 2021. Of the
overseas voters, about
35,000 belong to Kozhi-
kode district, followed by
Malappuram district with
15,000. “About 30% of vo-
ters in Kozhikode district
are either working in the
GCC countries or their de-
pendents are, or they are
Gulf-returnees,” he said.
Incidentally, the lacka-
daisical approach of the
Centre in making arrange-
ments for them to exercise
their franchise from the
respective embassies or
consulates has irked the ex-
patriates in the GCC.
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Four persons killed as sudden
storm hits Jalpaigur in Bengal

Four persons died and ower 100 were injured as a
lasting for a few minutes wreaked havee in

parts of Jalpakguri and other districts of north

Eengal on Sunday. The deaths were reporeed In

and QRT teams swung into disaster management
operations and provided relief.” Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjes sald.

‘Banned Meitei terror group
delayving surrender of cadre’
The United National Liberation Fromnt (), a

ity agencies that its cadre were
Sl vt 1o viole e i Mol Ever afoer
thres rounds Mmﬂgmumaumnmlﬁ the

0 agree b

hme :ernns since
mens wan inked Last srear.

have been raised Dyse-curn'ngen.cles ver the

urun_z-u’}mmbeudegpuem ceasefire. on

Opposition rally in Delhi
fa]led to make a mark: BJP

MEW DELIL

he Bharatiya janata
Party (BIP) on Sun-
criticised the

“During the A.nlla IHa-
zare] movement a ik
Miaicdan, [Delil Chief Minds.

ter] Arvind Kejriwal used

3 auagmire of corrupclon.
Earlier, he wsed to say that
there is something abour
this [Chief Minister's] chair

= r.jll
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Full ferces Supporters of the IMDIA blos parties shout slogans durning bhe "Saue Democracy’ mega rally

held at the Ramii

was a dis-
witnessing
crowd of a

shown that it
jointed rally,
only a mn(lzy

Fenar mcss of
them nrm.;m Fom Punjab
nd Haryana ™~ he added.

Learlers of ot the el
hi Congress and the AAP
who were making tall

ity berween the AAP and
Congress was apparen
h Showed ta Come

gress workers removing a
picture of Mr. Kejriwal put
up near the podium by the
AAP leaders.

nor licy.
intenticns ape
agal

v

Maician irs Mew Delhi an Sunday. S{asHI SHERHAR KASHYA

have declared guarantees
for discussion. Do other
of the alliance

these

leaders

BIP spokesperson Sud-
hanshua Trivedi cited cor-
ruption cases against a
host of leaders, 1ndudn\g

from the Congress.
e DMK and the Kashtriya
Janata Dal, o assert that all
these charges dated back
o the pre-2054 period.

Thousands gather at
Ramlila ground to
cheer INDIA leaders

Samridi Tewari
Satwika Mahajsn
NEW DELHI

Thousands of people ar-
tended the mega rally of
Indian National Deve-
Tus AL

lopmental, Inclusive Al
lance (INDLAY at the Ramil-

in Delhi on
.sunda)',

Braving the heat, people
different | back

Oppesiticn leaders t the
Ramila Maidan m Delhi on

on foor and on buse Sunciay. SHASHI SHERHAR RASHAE
trucks, haws:

in support o -

thelr rights.” Sunita Kejrl-
waal, wife of Delhl Chief Mi-
mister and AAP mgrmem

ment's alleged attack on nd  Keiriwal;  Jhark-
democracy, as ind the “mis.  hand Mulal Morcha’s Kalo
wuse” of Central probe agen-  pana  Soren, and  Cono
cles  against ton  gresss Rahul Gandhi and
leaders. Sonia Gandhi also evobed

Speeches of top leaders  emotions from the people

elicited a range of emo-  presen at the verme,

tions from the crowd. The The rally started with

loudess reactions came  protest songs and

when the Opposition lead-  stretched on as leaders on

Cro targeted e BIF. soch  the dals called for the de.
as Aam Aadmd Party (AAP)  feat of the

leader and Punjab Chief A sea of yellow, the

AAP's adopted colour, was
interspersed equally with
Prime Minister Marendra  the Congress's flags. A Con-

about this as well~. kurta bearing Rahul's face,
Samnaguad P s Akhi-  hoisted the part e
lesh vadav drew similar  AAP supporter had paint-
reactioms wlhmn e sald:  adhimet in the Fricolour
~mr. O Mest  Sporting t an “Mair
privanks c_nnpn “but ot HA m]llw:]' across his
rmers protesting for  che:

Goods and Services Tax practices, the
ICGST) officials to seek 3 diredlive savs
prios written nod of zonal

Chief Commissioners
fore Initiating any investi-

s matters or mat-
ters with national implica-
tons*.

The directive is part of a
set of instructions issu
n Samrdny, rifled “Gukda-

categorie

W DELET ecaalcl
The Department of Reve-
e T ek the Ceryal

situarions where the “prior

and a o
case Fa]llng unders

"ADart from large cor
arsd

Tax experts were not yer
clear abour how a “big in-

MNC would be defined un-
der these norms.

In all these categories. of
cases, including “sensidve

rs.
implicatons/im-
pact of such marter

be studied so as to have
quate justificarion for

initiating investigation and
taking action” the guide-
linves said.

dertaking enforcement ac-
tivities, i -

Now, GST probe into big corporates,
major MINCs needs ‘written approval’

rates aspects related 1o the
ease of doing busimness™_
“Verify existing probes®
For all investigationa, tax
officials have asked ©

ascertain If any ingquiry has
already been initiated on

the same subject m on
with respect to the same

approve inizis-
he

said
The rerive will ad-
dress indusn neerns,
consulting  firm

e tomwards
tax certainty and stability

A record 60 traditional products
from across India granted GI tag

such a large number of
products have been given
ihe (51 tag at one go, a se-
mior official frem the Geo-

from Assam have been

The Bihu ool hes beer gheen the G1 ESg. THE FRDLU

that feeds mostly on the
aves of the castor plant

GRicinus conumunis, and
sava.

such as Gaudaulia Chowl,
Lahurabir, and the old lane
of Bdah,

of Mahashivaratri,

hard Ekadasi. and Hoal.-me
Banaras

sShehnal, Banaras Lal Bhar-

Assam Chief Minister Hi-
manta Biswa Sarma, in a

post on X, said it was a big The Tripuw se-
Win for Assams heritage.  cured Two Lags — one Sor
“These products, deeply  the Pachra-Rignai, which is
rooted in history, support  a traditio ress worn on
nearly one lakh people di-  special occasions, and the
rectly.” he sald. other far bari Pe-
amous  Banaras  da, 3 SWeet preparation.
Thandal, & drtnk made by Meghalaya Garo Textile
blending milk with a mix of . which is linked to

soclo-cubtural and religious:
rituals, Meghalaya Lyrnal

Ei- Pomery, and Meghalava
r in our counmy’s business | ven the tag. including the any Chubitchi also secured the
were issued further specify  dustrial howse" and major taxpayers, which incorpo- landscape,” he said. Bodo Dokhona, the tradi- also on the Hst. heart of the city, in =y
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S

32 Cut ol mest from wild animsl, seapEing internally i
13 Criticize maliciousty in damaging whisper [5)

8 The cleventh mantra in Aprasiratha Sukta uses the word
writrahan Sayanacharya explained vritra-

han as reﬁernng T Indra, Who klled vrirasura. But the
vedas word Vritra in a broader sense. If one goes
into the deralls seen in © das, then it becomes clear
= elevensh mantra is 3 prayer o Vs

(0]

23 Maughty Homess at sestaurants (3,5)

0+

N 4 g nakara in & discourse.
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25 Rifiesin bag wom by persces of ardnary grade () 1 stoodin three places during the bartle with Vritrasura, in-
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Dezperans netaines leaves Morway for Afican staee (7] 1 3 7 5|2

2 St e Vot vy W Vi e iiera e
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napening Basicalty (71

6 tmand leses

2
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A record 60 traditional products
from across India granted GI tag

Sangeetha Kandavel
CHENNAI

Over 60 products from
across India, including
Banaras Thandai, have
been given the Geographi-
cal Indication (GI) tag.

This is the first time that
such a large number of
products have been given
the GI tag at one go, a se-
nior official from the Geo-
graphical Indications Re-
gistry said, adding that
more States were coming
forward and filing applica-
tions to get a GI tag for
their traditional products.

Six traditional crafts
from Assam — Asharikandi
terracotta craft, Pani Mete-
ka craft, Sarthebari metal
craft, Jaapi (bamboo head-
gear), Mishing handloom
products, and Bihu dhol -
have bagged the GI tag.

Thirteen other products
from Assam have been gi-
ven the tag, including the
Bodo Dokhona, the tradi-

The Bihu dhol has been given the Gl tag. THE HINDU

tional attire of Bodo wo-
men; and Bodo Eri silk, re-
ferred to as the fabric of
peace or ahimsa (non-vio-
lence), which comes from
the silkworm Samia ricini
that feeds mostly on the
leaves of the castor plant
(Ricinus communis), and
cassava. Bodo Jwmgra (a
traditional scarf), Bodo
Gamsa (traditional dress of
Bodo men), Bodo Thorkha
(@ musical instrument),
and Bodo Sifung (a long
flute) are also on the list.

Assam Chief Minister Hi-
manta Biswa Sarma, in a
post on X, said it was a big
win for Assam’s heritage.
“These products, deeply
rooted in history, support
nearly one lakh people di-
rectly,” he said.

The famous Banaras
Thandai, a drink made by
blending milk with a mix of
nuts, seeds and spices, also
got the tag. Details in the GI
filing mentioned that on
any given evening, in the
heart of the city, in areas

such as Gaudaulia Chowk,
Lahurabir, and the old lane
of Pakka Mahal, traditional
Banaras Thandai shops at-
tract large crowds. The
drink was first introduced
centuries ago as an offering
to the Shri Kashi Vishwa-
nath deity on the occasion
of Mahashivaratri, Rangb-
hari Ekadasi, and Holi. The
Banaras Tabla, Banaras
Shehnai, Banaras Lal Bhar-
wamirch, and Banaras Lal
Peda are among the pro-
ducts that walked away
with GI tags in this region.

The Tripura region se-
cured two tags — one for
the Pachra-Rignai, which is
a traditional dress worn on
special occasions, and the
other for the Matabari Pe-
da, a sweet preparation.

Meghalaya Garo Textile
weaving, which is linked to
socio-cultural and religious
rituals, Meghalaya Lyrnai
Pottery, and Meghalaya
Chubitchi also secured the
tag.
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Woriers, not tech, should be state’s priority A dozen mutinies in Karnataka
n both BIP and Cony s over ticket tribution
understands technology and the Developerent has shown how these
paymm:.ymm nuw;.: worker. ueuly.necnnohgynas schemes lead o higher nutritlonal
has been accorde taken precedence. the households that and Union Minister Bhag-

issues it This begs dowmn the scal with men. serve as insur; Janata Dal (Seculary has left
critical arrention because the . d the incumbent BiP-backed -
rowgh the Mahstma Gandhi Anant Kamath -me manner I.nwluch lhe ABPS benefits to Am
National ral . o ctured, Commanites including Scheduled reesh high and dry as the saf-
e Scheme (MG L is =t the Mational andd.epl.o,ed has endedu.p inan Scheduled Tribes and fron party has let the JOGS)
Iy to offer up to Aduanced worker to households with contestthe Mandys seat in O
100 days of guaranteed Studies, Bengalury. appears o sit as nneparldlhz ers, and e o i . She xpect-

Employimen;
ity secmms bees & priotity and
the worker seems even further

Viswuz are persomal

far tuman.

3 Tivelihood antee scheme. The Congress and the Opposition rr | heartand.
notable increase this year in the rural employment guarantee Cov pandemic regarding the Bharatiya Janata Party {RIP), | Yedhurappa. The © s faacing difi-
budgetary allocarion o MGNREGS system has ended up packing too counterpraductive namre of although roblems are After denying six-time MP | culty in Bagalkos, where aspi-
to nearly $86,000 crore. much tec it the inte mare pfmlamlced]n the B[P Hegde re-no; rant Veena Kasha
Numerous commentators have *s life, wherein the dzpwwed S ertrmanition are st n The BJP, which has 25 MPs | ination, the B[P has been | threatening to revolt after the
peinted our challenges i the 8 Senior Researcher notorious of sluggishness - and prides itself on the disci- | struggling to convince him to | sear went to

il and P ety pline of its cadre, is trying to | suppoest former Speaker and | daughter nf .sngs.r M:In]sler
anaged

project of linking rural
Lt L

participate in them, empower
women and pay them on a par
ance

programme, instead of the
technology being an enabler for

These principles must not be
eclipsed by enthusiasm in
rvention.

Hsveri
i e e i

the

The BIP=s alliance with the

ed to spe‘ll ot her et move
next week, which could have
an impact an the electoral out-
Ssbha sear for | came in ckealiga

rotential Y ‘quell dissidence in mofe than | Minkster Hegde

t o an lsnota Te interventions have, half a dozen encios, | Kagerl. who has becn named | parey was i S bind 0 Kear

systems. These include Internet ativiary member ta relic af the past bt still alive and lobally and hi . The Congress, which has just | as the candidate from Utiara | which witnessed an intense
conme i ne

faced by the disabled. unrecorded Wiswz are the question of whether the state sits at the heart of all h::lLdBaga Ot taka, 3 Veerashalva- ungayal Minister K.H. Muni ppaand
wrarking days, name duplicarion, wAnts an empowering, modern, the Stetainable ment n the maost recent former Minister K. .y
lack of awaremness, errors in parent, and efficient digital Goals u,.uc.qp, and the rural ﬂ|¢ BIP's cholce of candidate | fon Minister Pralhad joshi | Eamar e Con-

funcrionine, albeir now within a
diggital seming. This brings forth

serve progressive princ

the loblbies

turf war between
12d by Food and Cruil Supplles
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Tamil Nadu accounts for 30% of India’s electronics exports
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Tamil Nadu accounts for 30% of Indias electronics exports

In the last two fiscal years, close to 40% of India’s smartphones were sent from just one district — Kancheepuram

DATA POINT

Rebecca Rose Varghese
& Muhammed Mukhtar

amil Nadu, India’s largest
T exporter of electronic

goods in FY23, accounted
for 30% of all electronic goods ex-
ports from India in FY24. The State
is in fact a late bloomer in this sec-
tor, with Uttar Pradesh and Karna-
taka dominating electronic goods
exports until FY22. However, in re-
cent years, among the top expor-
ters of electronics, only Tamil Na-
du’s numbers have consistently
risen, while the figures of other
States have either dropped or be-
come stagnant.

~ . 1

two States were the second and
third biggest exporters of electron-
ic goods, respectively. As can be
seen from the chart, Tamil Nadu
has considerably widened its gap
with the other States. Exports of
electronic goods from Gujarat and
Maharashtra, the other States in
the top five list, have stagnated in
recent years.

Chart 3 shows the commodity-
wise share in total exports from In-
dia for FY24 (till February) in $ bil-
lion. In this period, India’s exports
were dominated by engineering
goods ($98 billion), followed by pe-
troleum products ($78 billion),
gems and jewellery ($30 billion),
and electronics goods ($25 billion).
In FY18, however, exports of elec-
tronic goods were not even in the

On the cutting edge

The data for the charts were sourced from the National Import-Export Record for Yearly Analysis of Trade, and the Ministry

of Commerce and Industry

Aned




Chart 1: The chart shows the year-wise electronic goods
exported from Tamil Nadu in $ billion
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Chart 3: The chart shows the commodity-wise share in total
exports from India for FY24 (till February) in $ billion
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Pak Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif. Ap

PAKISTAN

Nored carpets
at official events
toreducecosts

Islamabad: Pakistan Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
has banned the use of red
carpets at government
events, reserving them ex-
clusively for diplomaticre-
ceptions, as part of auster-
ity measures to cut down
unnecessary expenditures
in the cash-strapped na-
tion. Sharif expressed an-
noyance over the use of
red carpets during the vis-
its of federal ministersand
senior authorities at gov-
ernment functions. The
ban has been imposed on
the use of red carpetonthe
PM'’s directives. According
to a notification issued by
the Cabinet division, the
PM hasinstructed thatthe
red carpet will not be used
for federal ministers and
government figures at of-
ficial events. PTI



Green Elections in India



* Recently, the Election Commission of India (ECI) voiced its concern
over the environmental risks associated with the use of non-
biodegradable materials in elections.

* It has been urging parties and candidates to avoid the use of
plastic/polythene for preparation of election material during an
election campaign, since 1999



* Why is There a Need for a Shift Toward Green Elections?

 Environmental Footprint of Traditional Elections: Traditional election
processes have significant environmental consequences due to various
factors:
* Campaign Flights: The emissions from campaign flights during elections contribute
significantly to the overall carbon footprint.

 For example: In the 2016 US presidential elections, the emissions from just one candidate’s
campaign flights were equivalent to the annual carbon footprint of 500 Americans.


https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/carbon-footprint-of-marine-fisheries-lower-than-global-average




* What is the Concept of Green Elections?

 Green Elections: Green elections are practices that aim to reduce the
environmental impact of electoral processes.

* They involve measures such as using recycled materials, promoting
electronic voting, and encouraging candidates to adopt sustainable
campaign practices.



* What are Successful Examples of Eco-friendly Electoral initiatives?
* Example from India:
e Kerala’s Green Campaign:

* During the 2019 general election, the Kerala State Election
Commission took a proactive step by urging political parties to avoid
single-use plastic materials during their campaigns.



Hepatitis B: A Public Health
Concern In India



* A recent study by Sir Ganga Ram Hospital, New Delhi, indicates that public awareness
and knowledge regarding Hepatitis B, a potentially fatal disease leading to liver
cirrhosis and cancer, is insufficient in India.

What is Hepatitis?
About:

Hepatitis is the inflammation of the liver, characterised by irritation or swelling of the
liver cells due to various causes.

* Liver inflammation can manifest as either acute, characterised by symptoms
like jaundice, fever, and vomiting, or chronic, lasting over six months with no apparent
symptoms.


http://drishtiias.com/images/uploads/1711697545_image2.png

What is hepatitis?

TheA,B,C,Dand E  What vaccines are available
of hepatitis for which types of hepatitis?
There are five main

hepatitis viruses @ Hepatitis A

& Hepatitis B

& Hepatitis C

& Hepatitis D

“ & Hepatitis E

l Inflammation
of the liver

Estimated cases world-

wide (per year)

Hepatitis B and C:
4 O O million cases

Gradual death:

An estimated

1‘4 million people die
worldwide from hepatitis
every year

Treatment:

00 % of hepatitis C

patients can be
healed within
three to six months

How does the
virus spread?

r

Hepatitis A and E:
Lack of food hygiene,
contaminated water and
sub-standard sanitary
facilities

—
-

Hepatitis B, C and D:
Blood, sperm and other
bodily fluids



* Symptoms:
« Some individuals infected with hepatitis may not exhibit symptoms, but common

ones include fever, fatigue, loss of appetite, nausea, vomiting, abdominal pain,
dark urine, clay-coloured howel movements, joint pain, and jaundice.



Types of Hepatitis

TRANSMISSION PREVENTION TREATMENT

Eating contaminated Practicing good
Hepatitis A food or drinking hygiene No treatment
contaminated water Vaccine

Through contact with Practicing good
the blood or bodily hygiene « Alpha interferon
fluids of an infected Vaccine « Peginterferon
person Blood screening

Hepatitis B

Practicing good

hygiene

Blood-to-blood Direct-acting antiviral

drugs

Hepatitis C Avoid sharing needles,

contact toothbrushes, razors or

nail scissors

Contact with infected
blood
Hepatitis D (only occurs in people
already infected with
hepatitis B)

Hepatitis B vaccine
Avoid sharing needles,
toothbrushes, razors or
nail scissors

Interferon

Practicing good hygiene

Eating Conta‘mlr\ated Avoid drinking water that No treatment
food or drinking has come from a

contaminated water potentially unsafe source













* BRO was conceived and raised in 1960 by Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru to
coordinate the speedy development of a network of roads in the North and
the North Eastern horder regions of the country.

* It works under the administrative control of the Ministry of Defence.
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White Rabbit
Collaboration




« The European Organization for Nuclear Research or CERN has
launched the White Rabbit Collaboration.

 About

« White Rabbit: The technology is developed to synchronise
devices In the accelerators down to sub-nanoseconds and solve
the challenge of establishing a common notion of time across a
network.






« Application:

« White Rabbit is used in the finance sector as well as in
many research infrastructures, and it is currently being evaluated
for application in the future quantum internet.

 The technology could also play a key role in the future landscape
of global time dissemination technologies, which currently rely
heavily on satellites.



MT TRILAT 24
EXERCISE




The second edition of IMT TRILAT 24 Exercise was concluded at Nacala,
Mozambique.

About

It is a joint trilateral maritime exercise between India, Mozambique and
Tanzania.

The first edition of the exercise was conducted in 2022.

The joint operation was conducted in line with the vision of SAGAR
(Security & Growth for All in the Region) off the southeast African coast.



India’s First Small-Scale L




* The Union Minister for Petroleum and Natural Gas recently
inaugurated India’s first small-scale liguefied natural gas (SSLNG) unit
at GAIL (India) Ltd’s Vijaipur complex in Madhya Pradesh.

* This development is part of the government's broader initiative to
promote the use of natural gas in various sectors and increase its
share in the country's primary energy mix to 15% by 2030.



* What is LNG and SSLNG?

* About: Liquefied natural gas (LNG) is natural gas that has been cooled to o
liquid state, about -260°F (-162°C), to make it easier and safer to store
and transport.

* Natural gas is a cleaner and more economical alternative to conventional
hydrocarbons like coal and oil, making it crucial in India's transition towards
greener energy sources.

* The primary component of natural gas is methane, comprising 70-90% of its composition.



* According to the IEA, Natural gas accounts for about a quarter of global electricity
generation.

* Presently in India the share of natural gas in the energy basket is 6.7%.
 The top natural gas producing countries are the United States, Russia and Iran.

* Small-Scale LNG: SSLNG involves liquefying and transporting natural gas
on a smaller scale, catering to areas without pipeline connections using
specialised trucks and vessels.
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* Recently, the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) hosted the
closing ceremony of the International Year of Millets (IYM) 2023 at
the FAO headquarters in Rome.

* The United Nations declared 2023 as the International Year of Millets
following a proposal by India, supported by over 70 countries, to raise
awareness about millets' benefits.

* The year-long celebration highlighted millets' nutritional benefits,
adaptability to adverse climates, and role in creating sustainable
market opportunities.



* Millets are small-grained, annual, warm-weather cereals belonging to the grass family.

* Jowar (Sorghum), Bajra (Pearl Millet) and Ragi (Finger millet) are the important millets
cultivated in India.

* Millets are the main crops in semiarid tropics dve to low rainfall and poor soil
fertility. They have higher nutrient content than major cereal crops and are tolerant to
drought and extreme weather conditions.



Centenary of the Vaikom
Satyagraha



« Background: Vaikom was a temple town in the princely state of
Travancore. The low-caste Hindus were not allowed to enter into the

temples.
* The issue of temple entry was first raised by Ezhava leader T
KMadhavan in a 1917 editorial in his paper Deshabhimani.
* In the 1923 session of the INC in Kakinada, a resolution was
passed by the Kerala Provincial Congress Committee to take
up anti-untouchability as a key issue.
« Vaikom, with its revered Shiva temple, was chosen as the location
for the very first satyagraha.
« Valkom Satyagraha was the first among temple entry movements
In India
* It lasted for 604 days (20 months) from March 30, 1924 to
November 23, 1925



The idea of caste pollution worked not only

Reasons:The princely state of Travancore on the basis of touch but also sight — lower
had a “feudal, militaristic, and ruthless castes were forbidden entry to any “pure”
system of custom-ridden government. place, such as temples and the roads

surrounding them.

9 Prominent Leaders : The movement, led by TK Madhavan, EVR Periyar, MK
R Gandhi, and Narayana Guru.

Temple Entry Proclamation : In November 1936, the Maharaja of Travancore
signed the historic Temple Entry Proclamation which removed the age-old ban
on the entry of marginalised castes into the temples of the state.










Geologists predict that the African continent’s rift in the Afar
Triangle could lead to the formation of a new ocean in 5 to 10 million

years.

About

The Afar Triangle is also known as the Afar Depression, located in
the Horn of Africa.

The Afar Triangle is a geological depression where three tectonic
plates—the Nubian, Somali, and Arabian plates— converge.
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UNESCO Global Geoparks Network

P
o



UNESCQ’s Executive Board has endorsed the addition
of 18 sites to the UNESCO Global Geoparks network.
Geoparks — UNESCO Global Geoparks are areas with
internationally important rocks and landscapes, all of
which are managed responsibly for conservation,
education and sustainable development.

With Geology at its foundation, UNESCO Global

Geoparks build upon by bringing together other

aspects of heritage such as archaeology, history,
culture and biodiversity.




Global Geoparks Network (GGN) In 2004, 17
European and 8 Chinese geoparks came together at
UNESCO headquarters in Paris to form the Global
Geoparks Network (GGN).

The Global Geoparks Network was founded under

the umbrella of UNESCO. Headquarters —

Paris During the 38th session of UNESCO’s General
Conference in 2015, the 195 Member States of
UNESCO ratified the creation of a new label, the
UNESCO Global Geoparks.
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Angricans zat approximately how
nmuch pizza per day?

A. 100 slices per second
B. 150 slices per second
L. 275 slices per seeond
D. 350 slices per second
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