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H5N1 Bird Flu



• H5N1 bird flu, a highly pathogenic virus, has been spreading globally, posing a significant threat to 
birds and wildlife.

• What is H5B1 Bird Flu? 

• Background:

• Avian influenza A(H5N1) or H5B1 Bird Flu is a highly pathogenic virus that primarily circulates 
among birds but can infect mammals.

• H5N1 originated from a virus outbreak in China in 1996 and rapidly evolved into a highly 
pathogenic strain. 

• Since 2020, it has spread across Europe, Africa, Asia, North America, South America, and even 
mainland Antarctica.

• India experienced the first H5N1 outbreak in the State of Maharashtra and Gujarat in 2015.



• Impact on Animals:

• Wild birds, including endangered species like California condors, have been 
severely affected by H5N1.

• The main species affected used to be chicken.

• Marine mammals, such as sea lions and dolphins, have suffered mass deaths in 
regions like Chile and Peru.

• Mammals like foxes, pumas, bears in North America, and farmed minks in Spain 
and Finland, have also been infected.

•
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• Human Risk and Spread Factors:

• While rare, humans can contract bird flu, primarily through contact with infected 
birds.

• Climate change may exacerbate the spread of the virus, altering bird behaviour 
and increasing interactions between bird species.





• H1N1 virus is sometimes mentioned in the news with reference to which 
one of the following diseases? (2015)

• (a) AIDS
(b) Bird flu
(c) Dengue
(d) Swine flu



WHO launches CoViNet



• The World Health Organization (WHO) has introduced a new 
initiative, Coronavirus Network (CoViNet), aimed at enhancing global 
surveillance and response capabilities against coronaviruses.

• What is Coronavirus Network (CoViNet)? 

• About: 

• CoViNet is designed to facilitate and coordinate global expertise and 
capacities for the early detection, monitoring, and assessment of 
various coronaviruses.







Internet Freedom in India



India has consistently topped 
the global list of countries 

imposing internet bans, with 
approximately 60% of all recorded 

blackouts worldwide.

About

State imposed shutdowns in the last 
decade have cited national security 

and threats to public order.

Shutdowns flared up during the 
protests against the Citizenship 
Amendment Act in 2019, the 

abrogation of Article 370 in 2019, 
and the introduction of Farm Bills 

in 2020.



• Internet disruptions in India accounted for more than 70% of the 
total loss to the global economy in 2020.

• Regionally, Jammu and Kashmir saw the highest number of 
shutdowns in the last 12 years.

•



Legal Provisions Relating to Internet Shutdown

Grounds: Indian States and Union Territories can 
impose an internet shutdown only in case of a “public 
emergency” or in the interest of “public safety”, 
according to the Indian Telegraph Act.

• However, the law does not define what qualifies as an emergency or 
safety issue.

Till the year 2017, shutdowns were imposed 
largely under Section 144 of the Code of Criminal 
Procedure (CrPC).



• Anuradha Bhasin v. Union of India Case:

– In 2020 the Supreme Court by ruling on Jammu and Kashmir 
Internet shutdown held that indefinite internet shutdowns by 
the State is not permissible under Indian Constitution.
– The apex Court further stated that imposition of 
Section144 can not be used as a mechanism to avoid genuine 
protest which is permitted under the Constitution.
a. Section 144 has very specific parameters, only if those 
parameters are satisfied then only a Magistrate can pass the 
orders



• Arguments in Favour of Internet Shutdown by the 
Government

• National Security

• Temporary and Targeted Measure

• Preventing Unrest and Violence

• Counteracting Fake News and Disinformation:



• Arguments Against the Internet Shutdown by the 
Government

• Impact on Freedom of Expression:

• Global Image and Investment

• Human Rights Concern

• Economic Disruptions:



Anthrax



• Kuttanad is a delta region situated in the 
west coast of Kerala.

• The Kuttanad Below Sea-level Farming 
System (KBSFS) is the only system in 
India that practices rice cultivation 
below sea level.

• The rice fields, which are popularly 
known as "Puncha Vayals" exist in 3 
landscape elements:

• Karapadam (upland rice fields)

• Kayal (wetland rice fields)

• Kari (land buried with black coal like 
materials)





Global Summit on Extreme Heat



It is the 1st Summit on Extreme Heat.

Aim – To find solutions to lessen impacts of 
extreme heat, save lives and mitigate costs as 2023 
was the hottest on record.

Organized By – United States Agency for 
International Development (USAID) and 
International Federation of Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Societies (IFRC).



Eturnagaram Wildlife Sanctuary



• Telangana is presently 
grappling with forest fires 
in Tadvai region of 
Eturnagaram Wildlife 
Sanctuary in Mulugu and 
Amrabad Tiger Reserve.

• It was declared as a wildlife 
reserve in 1953.

• The vegetation here is tropical 
dry deciduous.

• The sanctuary is bordered by 
the Laknavaram Lake.

• The perennial river Dayyam
Vagu flows through this 
sanctuary.

• The sanctuary is also famous 
for the Sammakka Saralamma 
Jatara.

• Sammakka Saralamma Jatara
is a tribal festival for honouring 
the goddesses’ Sammakka and 
Saralamma.
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Fun fact 











Thank you 
guys.


