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PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES,

23 PANISTANI NATIONALS RESCUED
Navy seizes hijacked
Iranian fishing vessel
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HC seeks
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accessib
of films
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seek high-level probe
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Narine and Venkatesh
ace the chase for KKR
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Party
= contesting the Lok

Grand alliance announces Bihar seat-sharing deal

Ay i to the agr

RJD will

26 seats, and the Congress nine in the State

ta Dak (RID) and C
led

While the RID will con-
angal

(grand alliance) in Bihar

Sabha polt were
weith the National Investigation
certain

their
ing agreement on Friday.
According to the agree-

three Lel Hes — the
Party of India
(Marxist-Leninist), the

s prepare
for big showdown
~NEwW DELE
The itice = ing for

Communist Party of India
(CPD and the Communist
Party of India (Marxist).

2 big showdown on Sunday at
Oethi,

(FCRA) registration cf
non-gowernment ceganisatons
(NGOsjand associations til
Jun=30. 3 PaGE S

Big powers need
to stop strangling
N. Korea: Russia
moscow

Russia said on Friciay that
major powers needed 3 new
2pproach to North Korea,
accuming the United States.
20d it= Sies of ratchetng

o military tensions in

Asia and secking to “strangle™
the reclusive state. » PAGE 12

e was
Jointly made by the parties
at the State headquarters
of the RJD here.

had conles(ed nine seats

winning the lone Kishan-
gan) seat. The EjP.led NDA
had won the

Five of the total 40 Lok Sabha seats have been
allocated among the CPI(ML), CPI and CPI(M)

Battie-ready: Leaders of the grand afiance after releasing the candidates’ kst in Patna on Friday. an

of the Oppasition in the

kax. While the CPi will con-
the Begusaral seat, for
Which It has already” an-

semzind lhe

Left parties,
he oL (ML) is to contest
Hwes seata - Shofr
¢Ara), Nalanda and

as
the candidate, the CPI(M)
will contest the Khagaria

seat.
RID leader Tejashwi Ya-
dav, who is also the Leader

State Asseml was con-
spicuous by his absence

during the announcement.
State Congress chief Akhi-
lesh Prasad Singh. though,

as present
Meanwhile.
weighe Rajesh Ranjan atias

Pappu Yadav who wants to
contest the Purnia seat “at

the RJD already announc-

ing the name of Bima Bhar-
t as irs candidate from Pur-

“1'm the son of
and will contest from Pur-
nia seat. will

Jeave the world but not the

wlattons ss
leader and former -
ha: Nehru University
Students’ Union (JNUSU)

3 ar, -
then, was defeated in Be-

In 2019, BJP-led NDA won 39 seats, while Cong.
won just one of the nine seats it contested

strongman of
e budtn, who had re:
presented Séwan in the Lok
Sabha four times.

D in Jharkhand
mn sources told The Hindu
that under ehband-
Ban aitiance. the party
Trould perane move seat I
State of

get the Palamu seat as well,
he added.

gusarai by BIP
Giriraj Singh by over two

= PAGE 4

A ride in the rain

Sticking together: People huddle under

ing the Dal Lake in Srinagar on Fricsy. 4=

42 killed in
Syria as Israeli
airstrikes hit
missile depots

BEIRUT

Israeli afrstrikes early on
Friday near the northern
city of Aleppo killed or
wounded “a number of™

cops..
The Britain-based Syr-

Congress accuses
BJP of unleashing
‘tax terrorism’

e
Corgress leaders Jairam Ramesh, Ajay Maken and Pxwan Khera at 3

press conference in New

NEW DELHI

Accusing the Union go-

n\ullary acitity.

FuLL REPORT
» PAGE 12

Discussed

Kallol Bhateac
NEW DELHI

india and Ukraine on Fri-
day discussed a “peace for-
mula’ for the conflict bet-
ween Russia and Ukraine,
visiting Foreign Minister of
Ukraine Dmytro Kuleba
sasd at the conclusion of of-
ficial e

while

arguing for energising In-
dia-Ukraine relations with
new projects.

sbout Ukraine & lm:lu bikat-

‘peace formula’ with India: Ukraine Foreign Minister

path of is implementa-
on,” Mr. Kuleba said, after

and others.
In comnunls to The
Hindeu Thursday, sr.
Kuleba had urged India o

play a
foie- Cin

“more proactive

the upcoming
peace process in Switzer-
Lan,

eral

in our xgu-u

security. We pald sp:dﬁ(

attention to the peace for-

mula and next steps on the
<3

External Affairs Minister S.

to meet soon in Switzer-
Bnd.

a had earlier
catled upon Imdia to pare.
cipate in the summit along
with other major countries

the world. R

Prospects of the sum-
mit, however, received a
jolt with Russian Foreign
Mintsery's  spokesperson

Maria Zakharova dism!
sing the possibility of Mo
m:lpanon m he

i meets
Minister Dmytro Kulebs, in New Dethi on Friday. A%t

level meeting. Since the be-

with

talks. ~Zelenskyy's formula
is nothing but alchemy.”
sald Ms.

~We ing for-  ginning of the crisis, India
ward to this visit. In recent contact
months, te-  with both Ukraine and Rus-
ractions at vari . sla as well as other stake-
This has created a < holders.
momentum in cur bilateral ©On March 16, National
Tehet o Vi ik ) Security Adviser Ajit Doval
an spoke with Andrly Yermak,
derstand the situation In  head of the office of the Uk
your region” said Mr ramian President. which
in was Prime Mi-
at the nister AModi's te-

“Global Peace

the G-20 summit in Bali.
That plan which called for
of

concerns into
consideration.

It is expected that the
Swiss-backed peace pro-
cess may help finding a so-
Iution between the two po-
sitions. sources

iday
2aid the Income Tax (I-T)
partment has made
eoh Germand of TL82s.08
<rore from the

(communica-
Ramesh, b, par-
ty treasurer Ajay

id o anatysts of the dor

c EX) website

however could not confirm
when precisely the Swiss
would the event, inds-
cating that hectic talks are

on at various levels to
make that a reality.

as,

but mentioned that Fri-
day's exchange included -2

comprehensive

gn  the ongoing conllk:t

and efforts achiev

The mention of the peace
formula by Mr. Kuleba has
attracted awention as a
“Global Peace Summir
aiming at ending the stale-
mated conflict is expected

Russian forces from the
1994 borders™. was refect-
ed immediately

Cow Tasia focls that Mr.
Zel “s peace formula
does not take the Russian

“We also agreed to res-
tore the level of coopera-

tion besween our countries
that existed prior to the
full-scale war,” said Mr. Ku-
leba.

— reveals “serious viola-
tions™ that should attract a

ﬁgur
w using the

Mr. Maken political
have to fll up a pro-

forma of ¥oi 244, in
which two basic and im-

Dethi on Friciay. SHASHI SHERHAR MASIVAS

dmuuon of over 242 crore.
1 will scon file a pub“c

interest ltigation peti

10 recover 4,600

from the BJP for its \'lola

tons

had moved the Supreme
mun and the case relating
x dispure
s been Hsted for hearing

the
Gon empowers us to take
on the BIP~.

Rahul's warning

Taking to social media plat-
form X, senior party leader
Rahul Gandhi warned

when the governs e

changes, there would be

ed
the names and addresses
of thetr donors.

vever, there were ov-
er 11900 ertries of Gonoes
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10 killed in road accident in
J&K; PM announces ex gratia

assengers were killed when a vehicle

en
Phangsd ke ey porgOn the

Jammm-Stinagar national highway on Friday.
Oficls ald the e taxi rolled down 3

Notify norms to make
movies accessible to
disabled persons: HC

Court directs B Ministry to notify the guidelines by July 15; the order

came on a petition by four persons with visual and heari

EW DELHI

he Delhl  High
Court has given the
Centre tme tilljuly

deep gorge ne the
oo it s pre o it The e
was witnessing a major rainfall when the taxi
solled down around 300 meters, officials said
Oficials could not immediately confirm the exact
cause of the acchlent. Prime Minster Narendra
Modi expressed e aceident. H
announced exgratia of two lakh rupees from the
Prime Minister’s National Relief Fund to the next
afkin of each deceased.

Tripura Bar Council to launch
drive to identifv fake lawvers
The Bar Council of Tripura has announced plms
‘to conduct a survey in order to identify and

requesting a st of advocates, who claimed to
have obtained their Liw degree afier 1990, The
decision was announced amid concerns that
some individuals may have obtained their degree
through cormupt mesns and flsely enrlled in
Bar Assoclations. The deadline for submitting

n»engnmpﬂl

15 to notify
for making films accessi-
ble 1o persons with hear-
ing;and visual disabilities
The court said accessi-
bilicy was enforceable a5 a
leg:] right and that even
e parties have to
ik ressanable measures
to enable greater accessi-

bility for persons with —enforcesble ax  legal ight. FLERKOTE
hearing and  visual
disabillies the provision of accessibi-  the Rights of Persons with
Thecourtabservedthat ity fearures mandatory —Disabilities (RPWD) Act,
the Information and  and provide a reasonable  most films which are re-
Broadcastig Minstryhas - peiod or compliance by  leasd n il do pot -
framed draftguideln stakeholders, in an ex-  ter to disabled persons
oraccessbllty sandunds  peditious manner, the  despte the staurs
o o f per. courtoder been enacted more than
courts order came  five years ago.
al d.mmm\e; i on s pesian by four per-_ The Minfuy hd lsued
-ne proce sing  sans with visual and hear-  various directions to the
mgnﬂmbdlmswhumqgm film producers’ associa-
= guidelines shall  directions on making films  tion and to the Central
now be finalised by the Mi-  accessible to them. They  Board of Film Certification
nistry and shall be notified  argued that though va-  (CBET) in October 2019, to
on o befoe uly 5, 2024, rous righus v bem re-  use audio description and
It is made dear that the ygmised T ersons  subtitles and closed eap-
said guidelines shall make wllh dimhﬂ.llles“ under  tions in all films.

Celebratory firing at | Manipur govt.

. . - assures HC of
weddings is a recipe | a0 upsc
for disaster, says SC | aspirants

A man was (atally

T o Amnuasfaaly | D
‘the Supreme Court, in ‘l""‘"“-"‘“‘,ﬂ, The Delhi High Court has
judgment, accepted the Manipur go-
the often disastrous conse-

quences of “uncontrolled
unws I and unwarranted celebra-

tory firing at weddings, in-  tory firing,” a Bench of Jus- | districts who have opted
luding the maiming or  tices Vikram Nath and Sar- | for centres outside 1l
o e Rove ish Chandra  Sharma | strife-torn State for the Ci-
the second time  observed. vil Services (Preliminar
lnmmanyyel rsthe court  The shooter, ali, | Examination,
has raised Its voice against  was. sentenced to life im- | The government's assu-

the culture of gun-toti
beavado.

In February 2023, the
eourt had condemned the

ing,
‘The Allahabad High Court
had dismissed his appeal,

and he had approached | up examination centres in

easy availabllity and pos-  the Supreme Court for | the hal districts of
seson of guns, mostly  repeieve. Manipur.

ry-made Justice Sharma, who | The Union Public Ser
Coneed i Sces e Us nthored he Judgment, | vice Commission (UPSC),
Pradesh as a feudal prac i him gulity of culpa:

tice that cocks a snook at a
very basic fundamenta
right - the right to ife ~

homicide, but o muar-

.
“The top court conclud- | vernment, expressing its

guaranteed under Articde  d there had been no pre- | inability to open examina-
Zofthe Constinusion. vious enmity berween All | tion centres in Chura-
Receny, the <ot andthe manwhodied O | chandpur and Kangpokpl

again came across the case Iy a single bullet had been

concerning the desth of fired. The man had died e UPSC said candi-
man who was fatally shot  instanty. e o e il divics
in the neck by a fellow  The courtordered Alito | who have at present o

guestara wedding n 2016, be released forthwich. He | for lmpl\allsmedraumi-

“The act of celebratory  had already served cight | narion centre can chaose

firing during marriage ce-  years of his sentence. any of the following
remonles ks an unfortunate  Last year, the courthad | centres - Alzawl (Mizo-
yet prevalent practice In  similarly expressed its dis- | ram), Kohima (Nagaland),
our nation. The present  tressat the large mumber of | Shillong (Meghalaya), Dis-
case s a direct example of  cases conces pur (Assany, Jorhat (As-

rning the pos-
Sesson and e of gl
guns n Uttar Pradesh

the disastrous consequenc-
es of such uncontrolled

sam), Kolkata (West Ben-
gal,and el

IMA releases

charter of

demands

from doctors

o DeL New DELHI

The Indian Medical Asso- | The aviation safery regula-

clation (MA) will engage | tor's decision to defer the

with political leaderstoput | implementation of new pi-

across its communities” de- | lot rest and duty norms in-

mands for the upcoming | definitely “endangers pilot

elecmm with the doctors | safety and safety of passen-
manding that the Centre gers' 3 nationwide body

Imlpﬂn maintain the pilots has said in its let-

“purity of modern medi mmm government,

cine, tobringinstrictmea- | The new rules were

sures to protect medical | framed fol concerns.

staff while on duty, reduce | over mounting fatigue

GST burden on healthcare | among pilots.

They  provided en
hanced rest by ralsing the
weskly rest from 36 hours
0 48 hours and curtailing
night-time flying, which is
knawn to impact aleriness
levels. and crew

dinm bospitals up 1o 50
beds and clinics from the
Clinical _Establishments
(Registration and Regula-
thon) Act, 2010

‘The association has re- | mance, among other
leased Its charter of de- | measures
s and s i Tl

branches to engage with | Safety of passengers
polisical leaders to s | i ecten of s bca
cate them about the needs endangers pilot

Delaying new duty
norms hampers air
safety: pilots’ body

NEW DELIT
of revised CAR (Civil Avia-
tion Requirement or rules)
could prevent,” the Federa-
tion of Indlan Pllots (1P}
has said In it lefter 10 the
Ministry of Chvil Aviation

Indian Navy ships Sumed-
ha and Trishul intercepted
and freed 4 hijacked Ira-
nian fishing vessel ), Al
Kambar, after forcing the
and the Directorate Gener- | pirates to surrender, the
a1 ofGirl iaen (0OCR) | Ny sadse cn Fridy.
. e mors tha
The P underiines that | bours o imense <omrcive
stsof | tactical measures

aiines shoud not wrpass | the Standard Operating
i haalth and ey of
pilo:

T plts by mas re-

Procedures, the pirates on
board [the] hijacked FV
were forced to surrender.
Navy spokesperson said
that based on inputs of a
potential piracy incident
an Thursday, two Indian

notified In January, follow- | vy spokesperson said. “In-

ing which the reguiator re- | dian Naval specialist teams  Navy ships, deployed in
moved the June 1 deadline | are presently undertaking  Arabian Sea for maritime
for implementing the | thorough sanitisation and  securlty operations were

seaworthiness checks of
the FV in order to escort

umedha in-

rules. ‘The modification al
Iows airlines to follow the tercepted AlKambar dur-

old 2019 dury a 1 | ber to a safe area for re-  Ing early hours of Friday
norms for pilots “tllappro- | suming normal fishing joined  subse-
val of their respective quently by guided missile

actvities™
AbKambar was approxi-
mately 50 nautical miles

scheme” in conformity ul.

with the new rules, and

Indian Navy seizes hijacked
Iranian vessel, rescues crew

resortzty bnarded by rine armed prates. g

Govt. extends validity
of FCRA registration
of NGOs till June 30

extended il June

S0t ol he e of -
posal al applica-
tion, whichever is eatller”,

NEW DELHI

“The Union Home Ministry

on Thursday extended the e Minlstry said all
validity of he Forelgn Con- ~ FCRAregistered _associs-
iburion (Regulation) Act d note that in
non-  case of

government organisations  cation for reneval of regis-
{NGOs) and associatonstll  trasion, the validity of the

June 30. Il be dees
Registrations of many o have expired on the date
vessl Ao, which was NGOs are up for renewal  of refusal ofthe application

- since September 29,2020 and the association or the

‘The registration, mandato- ¥GO shall not be eligible
months. As reported by | 1y to recelve forelen funds,  elther to recelve the fo-
The Hindu earlier this | is renewed every fve reign contribution or udl-
week, the pirate mother | years ise the forelgn contribu-
vessel that was used o hi- | The Ministry his ex-  tion recelved

tended the walidity of
XGOs at least nine times
since 2020 s the applica-

‘The order said that the
eghtratlon of FCRA ent-
thes whose five-year validi

chant vessel MV Ruen on
December M was itself an

runian fishing vessel, Al | tions coud not be pro- ty perod Is xplrng bet
Ashkaan with 24 Pakistani | cessed within the stipulat- il 1 and June 30
crew menl frame. {his yea and the NLs chat

Jacked earler by seven So
‘mali pirates on November
29 near socowa ksland off
the coast of Yemen

On Thursday, the Minis-
try, n an order, said the re-
gistration certificates of en-

have applied for renewal
e the expiry of the r

gistration. vill also stand

extended il June 30 “or

Sill rsistance 1o biosyrhesised cocaine

4

‘ven If a mother pushes her child for disobedience, he

buring party shrower Kl guests at the end (3}

il Imlihufzu aying Sodot”

youlike a Tolds on to her hushand

of the community;” said ts | safety butalso undermines  does not provide a specific | southwest of Socotrawhen  ries of incidents of piracy It was taken to Somalia | extended tll March 31 and  ill the date of disposal of

national president RV, | the safty of passengers tme  fiame  for | it was teportedly boarded  in the ArablanSeaand off  and lier used to hijack | “whose renewal applica-  renewal application, whi-

Asckan. which the by The Somalla in the past few Ruen. tion Is pending will stand  chever s carler”
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Notify norms to make
movies accessible to
disabled persons: HC

Court directs I&B Ministry to notify the guidelines by July 15; the order

came on a petition by four persons with visual and hearing disabilities

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he Delhi High
T Court has given the

Centre time till July
15 to notify the guidelines
for making films accessi-
ble to persons with hear-
ing and visual disabilities.

The court said accessi-
bility was enforceable as a
legal right and that even
private parties have to
take reasonable measures
to enable greater accessi-
bility for persons with
hearing and  visual
disabilities.

The court observed that
the Information and
Broadcasting Ministry has
framed draft guidelines
for accessibility standards
in cinema halls for per-
sons with hearing and vi-
sual disabilities and is in
the process of finalising
the same.

“The guidelines shall
now be finalised by the Mi-
nistry and shall be notified
on or before July 15, 2024.
It is made clear that the
said guidelines shall make

Mandatory provision: The Delhi High Court said accessibility was
enforceable as a legal right. FILE PHOTO

the provision of accessibil-
ity features mandatory
and provide a reasonable
period for compliance by
all stakeholders, in an ex-
peditious manner,” the
court ordered.

The court’s order came
on a petition by four per-
sons with visual and hear-
ing disabilities who sought
directions on making films
accessible to them. They
argued that though va-
rious rights have been re-
cognised for “persons
with disabilities” under

the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities (RPWD) Act,
most films which are re-
leased in India do not ca-
ter to disabled persons
despite the statute having
been enacted more than
five years ago.

The Ministry had issued
various directions to the
film producers’ associa-
tion and to the Central
Board of Film Certification
(CBFC) in October 2019, to
use audio description and
subtitles and closed cap-
tions in all films.




The Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016 (RPWD Act) mandates that
the government make movies accessible to people with visual and hearing
disabilities. The draft guidelines for making theaters more accessible include:

e Providing at least two pieces of equipment per 200 seats, such as:
o Smart glasses for displaying captions
o Closed caption stands near seats
o Small screens below the big screen for captions/subtitles
> Headphones/earphones for audio description
o Mobile apps and other technologies for assistance during shows

» Accessibility features should become an integral part of all content
o For example, video includes separate files for the visuals and the audio

o Surveys have suggested the inclusion of accessibility features as separate files in the Digital
Content Package (DCP) o




Indian Navy seizes hijacked
[ranian vessel, rescues crew

Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

Indian Navy ships Sumed-
ha and Trishul intercepted
and freed a hijacked Ira-
nian fishing vessel (FV), Al-
Kambar, after forcing the
pirates to surrender, the
Navy said late on Friday.

“After more than 12
hours of intense coercive
tactical measures as per
the Standard Operating
Procedures, the pirates on
board [the] hijacked FV
were forced to surrender.
The crew, comprising 23
Pakistani nationals, have
been safely rescued,” a Na-
vy spokesperson said. “In-
dian Naval specialist teams
are presently undertaking
thorough sanitisation and
seaworthiness checks of
the FV in order to escort
her to a safe area for re-
suming normal fishing
activities.”

Al-Kambar was approxi-
mately 90 nautical miles
southwest of Socotra when
it was reportedly boarded
by nine armed pirates. The

Rescue mission: Iranian fishing vessel Al-Kambar, which was
reportedly boarded by nine armed pirates. @indiannavy/X

Navy spokesperson said
that based on inputs of a
potential piracy incident
on Thursday, two Indian
Navy ships, deployed in
Arabian Sea for maritime
security operations were
diverted. INS Sumedha in-
tercepted Al-Kambar dur-
ing early hours of Friday
and was joined subse-
quently by guided missile
frigate INS Trishul.

This is the latest in a se-
ries of incidents of piracy
in the Arabian Sea and off
Somalia in the past few

months. As reported by
The Hindu earlier this
week, the pirate mother
vessel that was used to hi-
jack Malta-flagged mer-
chant vessel MV Ruen on
December 14 was itself an
Iranian fishing vessel. Al
Ashkaan with 24 Pakistani
crew members was hi-
jacked earlier by seven So-
mali pirates on November
29 near Socotra Island off
the coast of Yemen.

It was taken to Somalia
and later used to hijack
Ruen.






INDIAN NAVY - PROFESSIONAL FORCE
ANCHORING STABILITY, SECURITY AND NATIONAL PROSPERITY
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Delaying new duty
norms hampers air
safety: pilots’ body

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

The aviation safety regula-
tor’s decision to defer the
implementation of new pi-
lot rest and duty norms in-
definitely “endangers pilot
safety and safety of passen-
gers”, a nationwide body
of pilots has said in its let-
ter to the government.

The new rules were
framed following concerns
over mounting fatigue
among pilots.

They provided en-
hanced rest by raising the
weekly rest from 36 hours
to 48 hours and curtailing
night-time flying, which is
known to impact alertness
levels and crew perfor-

mance, among other
measures.
Safety of passengers

“The action of the DGCA
not only endangers pilot
safety but also undermines
the safety of passengers
which the implementation

of revised CAR (Civil Avia-
tion Requirement or rules)
could prevent,” the Federa-
tion of Indian Pilots (FIP)
has said in its letter to the
Ministry of Civil Aviation
and the Directorate Gener-
al of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
on Thrusday.

The FIP underlines that
the commercial interests of
airlines should not surpass
the health and safety of
pilots.

The pilots’ body was re-
ferring to the amendment
of March 26 to the new pi-
lot duty and rest norms
notified in January, follow-
ing which the regulator re-
moved the June 1 deadline
for implementing the
rules. The modification al-
lows airlines to follow the
old 2019 duty and rest
norms for pilots “till appro-
val of their respective
scheme” in conformity
with the new rules, and
does not provide a specific
time frame for
implementation.
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spent uranium to bypass Russia

REUTERS

~
The French goverment ikd i s Seerioussty” sk Ing the option o

to convert and enric|

reprocessed uranium to cut
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Musk’s Grok-1.5 Al chatbot to be

available on X starting next week

r

—

-~
Elon Musk ssid his artificial

BEIJING
Chinese tech

nt Huawe

Chinese tech giant Huawei says
profits more than doubled in 2023

T ChatGPT

REUTERS

*Al's Latest Grok-1 5

chatbot will be avaitable on his piatform X next week. Earfier this

month, M

Musk said oM would open- S Grok, days after the

uranium for

wse in nuclear power plants is locsted in Aussis. AP

or sfegedly

ued
s arigieal mistion s Exvour of & ht»yrcm model s=uTERs

[

Chinese tech giant Huawe: said on Friday its profits

more than

doubled in 2023, as #t ramps up efforts to bounce back in 3 year that

saw the company 3y

apparently defy US. sanctions with the release of

2 high-end smartphone. Huswei ssid it genersted a profit of 87

Bition yuan ($12

ion} last year. ame

Israeli airstrikes near Syria’s
Aleppo kill 42: war monitor

Casualties indude 36 Syrian trc

ers: dozens injured in what is the

deadliest such artack in years, says Bru:un-hmed Syrian Observatory for Human Rights

BEIRUT
he sSyrian  Army
says  Israeli air-
strikes early on Fri-

damage.
opposition war monitor
S4a the strikes killed 42,
most  of them Syrian
troops.

The Britainbased Syr-
tan Observa!nry for Hu-

Same story: lsrael has carried out hundreds of strikes on targets in

man Ri

manieor, said Jaracl
Strikes hit missile depots
for Lebanon’s militant Hez-
bollah group in_Aleppo’s
southern subwrb of Ji-
breen, near the Aleppo In-
ternational port. and
the nearby town of Safira,

gewernment

home to a sprawling mili-
tary facility.

The Observatory said 36
Syrian troops and six Hez-
bollah fighters died, and
dozens of people were
wounded. calling it the

rts of Syria in recent years. REUTESS

deadliest such awack in
years.

There was no imme-
diate statement from Israe-

to stop Iranian entrench-

ment in its northern neigh-
bor, has carried out hun-
dreds of strikes on targets
In government.controlied
parts in recent
years, but iy e
them.

On Thursday. Syrian

state media reported air-

Hezbollah has had an
armed presence in Syria
since it joined the coun-
try’s conflict fighting along-
s rces.

Russia strikes Kyiv’s energy
infra with drones, missiles

xvrv

Moscow launched a large-
scale attack on Ukraine’s

hitting regions across the
country, Ukraine’s armed
forces said.

Alr raid warnings rang

Counter strike: Ukrainian troops from ant-drone mobie air

grid operator, Ukrenergo,
said that Friday’s attack de-
thermal

months against the back-
drop of the war in Gaza
and ongoing clashes bet-

Hezbollah and israell
forces on the Lebanon-1s-
ra rder.

targeted
and hydroelectric power
plants across central and

nts
Gamaged 1h the attack. 1t

announced  emergency
power in the ci-
ty of Odesa_

Escalating strikes
Russia has escalated its at-
tacks on Ukraine in recent
launching several

SRl iinchcims fason Shea

defence unit at their position in Chemihi on Thursday. REUTERS

dy affected Ukraine's Khar-
kiv, where 7.00,000 peo-
Bl lost psmer i aey macacle
on Man:h

ve people, inchuding a
Sr)uar—old girl,  were
wounded dul

kil one more in-
fured tn a separace drone
attack on Friday.

Moscow to
begin spring
draft of
conscripts

Russia will begin calling up
tens of thousands of sol-
diers next week in a con-
scription drive to replentsh
its armed for
up its milicary re s
Moscow says ipts
are not sent to fight in Uk-
raine bus the draft — which

Russian men aged between
18 and 30 are eligible to be
called up after lawmakers
increased the upper age Ii-
mit from 27 last yea:

Beating the heat

Avendor prepares crushed ice at a fresh market in i
e 40 Gl s duming a sevare heatwave period, sccording to the Thai Meteorotogial be Deputmeﬂ( ase

Friday. T

Nine held in
Tajikistan for
Russia concert
hall attack

have been

gunmen on a sub-

suspected of <con-
ns with the Islamic
5'&[2 gn
Russia’s  Investigative
Committee said on Thurs-
day it had detained anoth-
er suspect in relation to the

tack. It did not give further
details of the suspect.

Following UN veto, Russia
says big powers need to
stop ‘strangling’ North Korea

Reuters
aoscow

Russia said on Friday that
major vers nee a
new approach to North Ko-
rea, acc the US. and

miieary sensions in Asia
and seeking to “strangle~
the uslves( .

Russia vetoed the an-
nual renewal of a panel of
experts monitoring enfor-

longstanding

Dvited Natlons sanciicas
against North Korea ower
its ear weapons and
ballistic missile
programmes.

Moscow’s move, which
strikes a blow at the enfor-
cement of a myriad of UN
sanctions imposed after

the annual rencwal

of sanctions inst

Pyongyang carried out its
first nuclear test in 2006,
underscores the dividend
ma: Kim long-u.n hz.s

ed by m.
Prnidens Visdimir Patin
the war in Ukraine.

“Old templates”

~It is obvious to us that the
UN Security Council can
no longer old tem-
plates in relation to the
problems of the Korean Pe-
ninsula,” Russtan Foreign
Ministry  spokeswoman

Maria Zakharova said.

Ms. Zakharova said the
U.S. was
«

proved the security situa-

its own “collusion~ with
North Korea to get
weapons.

U.S. President assures Pakistan PM
Shehbaz of continuous support

ISLAMABAD

Marking the first official
communication with a Pa-
kistani Premier during his
tenure. U.S. President Joe
Biden has alet
ter to Prime Minister Sheh-
baz Sharif expressing con-
dnuous  support | and
highlighted that the ties
between the two nations
are G‘-’kal for bilateral and

peace and
secur-(y.

After assuming office in
January 2021, Mr. Biden
neither telephoned former
Prime  Minister lmran
Khan after his election vic-
tory nor spoke to Mr. Sharif
when he succeeded Mr.

cne
-4

Joe Biden

Khan in April 2022, The Ex-
Tribune sald on

troversial election that his
rival and former Prime Mi-

nister Imean Khan dubbed
r. Khan, who

i the fndar of Pakistan

Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTD par-

ty. had also openly accused

al challenges of o

Ve Blden added that
through the U.S-Pakistan
Green Alliance framework,
the two nations would con-
tinue their

s was.
removed through a vote of
no-confidence in  April
2022,

vital factor

lence, support-
ing sustainable agriculture

5 dead, over 100 hospitalised after
taking health supplement in Japan

Toxvo

Five persons who took a Ja-
panese health supplement

d and more than
100 have been hospitalised

and water management | as of Friday, a week after a
and

recovery from the devas- | issued a recall of the pro-
tating floods of 20: ducts, officials sasd.

Pakistan to tackle the most
pressing global and region-

that the L’nl[ed
States remains “committed
to working with Pakistan to
protect human rights and
promote progress”
Eether, we will continue to

Osaka-based Kobayashi
Pharmaceutical Co. came

as January. The first public
announcement came only
on March 22

People are umder
treatment in pnalsaﬁer
taking products — includ-

Tough spot: Akihiro Kobayashi of Kobayash: Pharmaceutical Co.

aerrces at 2 news conference in Osaka in Japan on Friday. &

ing Benikoji Choleste Help
holesterol

“We apologise deeply”

time to empl the
apology alongside three
other top. company
officials.

The company’'s pro-
ducts been recalled —

offictal site of all the re-
called

Some people
Kidney probioms sfer fak
the

some that use benikoji for

but
the exact cause was sull

under invest
-

food The minis-
try  warned  the
could keep growing.

Amx




PARIS

France looking at plant to process
spent uranium to bypass Russia

REUTERS

A

The French government said it is “seriously” studying the option of
building a plant to convert and enrich reprocessed uranium to cut
its reliance on Russia following the invasion of Ukraine. The only
plant in the world that currently converts reprocessed uranium for
use in nuclear power plants is located in Russia. AFP



Where the Uranium comes from
Ranking of countries with the largest production volume of uranium in 2016 (in kilotons)

I Kilotons (kt) @ Share of world production (in %)
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Biggest Uranium Companies by 2021 Production

Sopamin Vostgok = e
809t | Niger 455t | Ukraine B Euope
B North America
Energy Asia Other M oceania
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BHP
1,858t | Kazakhstan
General Atomics
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2,281t | USA

—

ARMZ
2,635t | Russia

—

Navoi Mining
3,600t | Uzbekistan

|

CNNC
3,662t | China

Orano
4,541t | France

]
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URANIUM RESERVES

BY COUNTRY ALL FIGURES IN TONNES
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FIRST VISIT TOINDIA BY UKRAINE FOREIGN MINISTER

India and Ukraine talk war and peace;
summit in Switzerland on table as well

Delhisays yes to
Jjoining but given
polls, unsure of
commitment on
participation level

SHUBHAJIT ROY
NEW DELHI MARCH 29

IN HIS first visic 1o Foreig:
Minister of Ukraine. Diytro
Kuleba, met External Affairs
Mnister S Jaishankar Fricay
beld ~sincere and compreben-

e~ talks on the peace process to
ond the Somppalion Wxinte L Mt
was,

External Affairs MinisterS jaishankar with Ukraine Foreign
Dmytro Kuleba in

Indix's

Day after Mukhtar’s
death, son for autopsy
by AIIMS panel, Opp
for high-level probe

DELHI.MARCH 29

DAY after jailed gangster.
p.x....u.m MMuichear i died
cardiac

New Dethi, Friday. ant

nd sought an autopsy by Umar Ansari in
panel of tors from AIIMS, to take his father's
New Delhi even as O ition  body home. &1t
parties in the state demanded a i
e teve Cr IAT & MESSAGE
= — F——
examenation conducted by doc- Nagt-\ll ‘l’he inquiry will be con- Prime Modi and
toes at Banda olege o duc 1 District & ing from Al e

Etrart Rajesh Kumar
In a letter to the Banda

District Magsstrate seeking aus-

topsy by an AMS panel. Umar
clamed r r—

avic-

Maglscrace (MP-BELA Coure
Banda). 1o cordisct the
it 2 report withicrs eaontis

the jail

quiry was ordered by Banda

il s i Seaereatint plan He
said he has little fith in getting
Justice from the local adminis-
tration oc

En s letzer, Urnar said that on
Rarch 21 boeh the Barabosiki and
Banda courts were apprized

thas his fatie:

— i St
muy..‘netmiw s heatth.

The situatson escalated on
Rarch 2 e said_ when

rated rapidly and he had
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Bill Gates at the PM's 3
of women. £17

1500 3t the peace summit being
organ wirzeriand.

mir —

mode until June 4 when the re-
Sults will be in.

T7.00 (78 BIHAR & RAIPUR. 712 SRINAGAR) WWW INDIANEXPRESS COM
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FROM CRITICISING Indiia
foe be [ 1o

EXPLAINED

Tax terrorism,
says Cong, as it
gets an I-T notice
to pay Rs 1,823 cr

By this logic, BJP violated tax laws,
should pay Rs 4,600 crore: Kharge

Friclay's meeting Kytv
travelled a distance in its

the leved in the
Sovernment's hicrarchy — is

Indian Express

UED ON PAGE 2

Deshi.
Zelenskyy et Modi for
the first time in My Last
Yo Visits by rwo Dy
Ministers followed:
Jarmary, Foreign Mnusu-n
spoke. a5 did.

Zelerskyy thes. l!\ml—'l.

Tise ball & in Defii’s
o the Swiss summic. |

On rule of law, Dhankhar counters Germany,
US: Look within, India doesn’t need lessons

DIVYA
REW BEtHL MARCH 29

COUNTERING RECENT com-
ments by Germany and the US

the arrest of Delhi Chiel
Minister Arvind Kejriwal, Vice—
President Jagdeep Dhankhar

reraty podple ac etling

India a potential superpower, will
seal FTAs on our terms: Goyal

ESS NEWS SERVICE
MUNMBAL MARCH 29

INDIA S 2 poserial superpovver
ush into closing
Free Teade Agrecrments (FTAS)

unless are on ais
n terms. said Pryush ai

Union Minister of Commerce
Industry. Consumer <

panding to 2 question
R ot Wi
Exchange (a detailed ranscripe
Wil be published Monday) on

India now is not the India of
2009 or2010: Goyal

| DEA
EXCHANGE

between India and the

EXF
NEW DELHS MARCH 29

WWITH LESS than three weeks o
before the first phase of the
2024 Lok Sa

2 departmer

®s 1823 croce.

mand for the previous.

o financial years (2014-15

2016-17) wars Stll areaited. party
leaders sad.

WhiSe the party has received

nent.asking

-_

Congress teader Ay Maken
s in Dethi_rmr

Calling it “tax terrorism™ 6o
-1 iy cripple”

cial year) has yet been served on
Rajya Sabha member V K

of
told The fndien Express.
tainly does noth

man

the run-up to the
Congress said it will mowe the
Supreme Couut against the on-
Soing ET action. Who.
ing The Income Tax Department
$02ctn this unjusifiod mannes
against the Opposition?
v\'lrymu-el T department beir
10 be used as a weapon
B haraas the principal oppasi-
- are

Such funds to pay the tax de-
and applaed.

st e A Keron 5 That nogices.
have come for around Rs 1.800
crore and that more demands
from the lncome Tax are & fol-
Iows. But we are prepases
up e challenge and e is the
who will e £o figh our
Batties now:

unsumgnnsllul.-(uu ke T, ED.
CHBI 1o subvert Democracy and
belittle the Coastitution.”
Congress pressdent Malikarjun
Kharge said.

“The 1T ment has now
given a notice of a total of
con PAGE2

Three days before

SC scrapped scheme,
Govt cleared printing
of Rs 10,000-cr bonds

13 days after apex court order, SBI
was told to ‘immediately put a hold’

o " Day celeb: s of _re-  RITUSARIN
R the Indian Institute of Public  spontageo an trmaletgueryhad  NEW DELIC MARCH 29
- mostly come  Admenistration in New Deibi Sl e encourage a i, trans-
from wi Last Fricay 5 THREEDAY -
s fon Chief Minister Kejrivwal ~ Court struck down the electoral
fromoutside’  etgn office. responding o 2 ques- The Ministey Of External  bonds a3 Gnconstifitional. the
tion on Kejriwal's arrest, had Finance Ministy had n final

us about the rule of Law. Ona

country n Geveloped
ey acy. thay eoad to thimit

within. They need w0 atte:

B et saecl

in his address at the 70th

- “We assume and expect

that the standasds relacing to1n-

prt jusdiciary ar

S democran, princiics wil
is case.

fLater. Reuters re-

thar the US State

Affairs had issued a strongly
conT 2

UN ON INDIA: HOPE
EVERYONE'S RIGHTS
PROTECTED

PaGE 7

Father of approver in Delhi excise
case gets NDA ticket in Andhra

SREENIVAS JANYALA
HYDERABAD, MARCH 29

MAGLINTA SRINIVASULLI Reddy.
whase son Raghava Magunta
urned-

Friday got a Lok Sabha ticket
from the Telugu Desam Party
a key BIP ally in Andhra
Pradesh.
As reported by The fndian
Express. ever since the fater-son
duo switched from the YSR

Srinsvasuly — 3 four-time MP
froem Ongole — s son
OBt the tickes this time., sources
Sasd the excise case shadow

16,000 clec toral boeds eachof Re
1 crod ; the SPMCIL {the
Secaty Printiog Sod Ritothes

lebl\my
fortnight afier the Supremse

Manistry o

emails exchanged besween the

YOUR RIGHT
TO KNOW

an EXPRESS rr1
APPLICATION

were receenved since the incep-
tion of the scheme. The BjP re-
gdeemed ReR.451 croce: Cangre:
1.950 crove: narmool
Congress 70731 crore and
BRS Rs 1.407.30 cror
The instr ua.om o stop
firtating went cut in & trall el
“Hold on Printing of
2l Bonds — Electaral Bond
eme 20187 dared February
28 froen 581 60 SPAMCT
. Assistant General
Manager of e Feansaction

the

, Banking De rote:
Loy The Indian Express under the e have ackrowieds: x
Right o Information At These  ceipe of 4 baxes of Security forms.

reconds also reveal that the SPM-
O had already printed — and dis-

uerthelar e TOP
decst

Ovvl.vll. the NDA in Andhra
comperisng the TDP the
Jana era Party and the BT,

Reddy.
who got a TDP ticket. with
son Raghava Magunta Reddy

Congress Party 1o the TDP on
February 285. they have been
busy campaszning. And though

four constituencies. A;;.e-nbly
and Lok Sabha elections in
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

RELATED REPORTS

PAGE

—&
0 all, 22 217 electoral bonds

23.022024._._ As in the light of
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

EXPRESS NETWORK

10 DEAD AS VEHICLE
FALLS INTO GORGE
AMID HEAVY RAIN IN
JAMMU & KASHMIR
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weRke In first week of poll code, surrogate ads on Meta give BJP? early start

SOUMYARENDRA BARIK
NEW DELHIMARCH 29

BETWEEN MARCH 17 and March
23. the first week after the
Election Commission of India
(B3} anaiounced poil dases fod
e Lok Sabha s a string.
of advertisers on Facebook and

ing the weesc

e weelk.
Of the top 20
and Instagram

during March 17-23,

Separately. the s unics.
in Andhea Pradesh and Odisha.
together spent Rs 32 Lakh dusing.

Tk and placed pro< B ads
[

2y sask
brary by The indian |
Express showed.

The top20, s curTa-
latively spent Rs 138 crore diar-

=paper EEDER <R - <"

rogate ads fos the ruling

tiser having spent more than Rs

= 7 lawsn s arsd o
WHO SPENT WHAT Congress came in at number 13.
Rs 5Lakchto
= fun ads from Rahul Gandhi's
Parties

Accounts a8

¥1.38cr

— Bsrz23lakh

TMC 214 lakh

BUP (Andhra & Ocizha)
79 lakh

=

Money spent by top 20 political
advertisers on FB. Insta (Mar 17-23)

Strrogate political adv

ers employ a variety of content

Zenres, ranging from memes.
st

Promoted. Calls made to the

o et Pt g v r
yield a response.

oy —
HOtng transparency, Accounta-
bilicy, and adver.

these
ments gamered millions of eye-
balis ac foerrs, and
despite same of these advertise-

ents Carrying communal un-
Gertones, Meta let

tising. particularty regarding
social issues, elec 2nd

itics. We require all advertisers
running such ads o complete

in response to a question-
naire.aMeta son said

rroga vertisers attempt-
ing e clreurvens its policies by

g Toud tox by dite

uar g review, and
2

D
are “subsect to stRct

i I . I



Message of Good Friday, possible origins of name, and date it is observed

RISHIKA SINGH
NEW DELHI, MARCH 29

GOOD FRIDAY, which was observed on
March 29, marks the day of Jesus Christ's
crucifixion. Christans believe Jesus rose from
the dead the following Sunday, which is
commemorated as the joyous day of Easter.

Sacrifice and forgiveness

Jesus of Nazareth (present-day Israel) is
believed to have lived a humble life asa car-
penter more than 2,000 years ago. Judaism
was the prevalent religion, and the region
was under the rule of Romans.

Jesus preached the message of compas-
sion and brotherhood, and criticised the

powerful classes for stifling the weak. He
also challenged the existing social, religious,
and political setup.

According to the Biblical account, before
his final meal, known as the Last Supper,
Jesus told his followers that one of them
would betray him to the authorities. He
blessed the bread and wine, and referred to
them as his body and blood, which is un-
derstood as Jesus offering himself as sacri-
fice for the sins of humanity,

After Jesus was betrayed by his follower
Judas, the authorities charged him with
blasphemy and sentenced him to death by
crucifixion. He was nailed to a cross on a
Friday, and left to die.

On the third day after his death —
Sunday — Jesus is believed to have risen

from the dead, in a miracle known as
Resurrection, whichis celebrated on Easter.
Harvard University’'s Pluralism Project
says, “Those who have followed the path of
Christ through the centuries have understood
hislife, death, and resurrection as a profound
affirmation of God’s presence
in the midst of humanity.”
Timothy Aakhe, pastor at
Triumphant Ministries in

CULTURE

tions requires atonement... For Jesus, to for-
give the sins of all, he had to pay a price.”

Why ‘Good’ Friday?

There are several theories as to why the
word ‘Good’ is associated with the day.
Fiona MacPherson, senior ed-
itor at the Oxford English
Dictionary, told the BBC ear-
lier that in older times, it was

Kalimpong, West Bengal, said:
“Onthis day (Good Friday), Jesus made a sac-
rifice for the sins of all of humankind. There
is a universal flaw of guilt, which s a feeling
all humans experience at one point in their
lives. It comes from doing things one should
not have done, or not doing the things they
should have done. Forgiveness for such ac-

thought the word simply
“designates a day on (or sometimes a sea-
sonin)whichreligious observance is held”.

According to The Baltimore Catechism, a
US Catholic school text, Good Friday is good
because Christ “showed His great love for
man, and purchased for him every bless-
ing”.The Catholic Encyclopedia suggests

“God's Friday” or Gottes Freitag in German
asan origin for ‘good'.

Different dates each year

Good Fridayisobserved onadifferent date
every year depending on the full Moon. The
Royal Museums Greenwich website says,
“The simple standard definition of Easter is
that it is the first Sunday after the full Moon
that occurs on or after the spring equinox.”

Based on the Earth’s position in its orbit
around the Sun and the degree of its axis
tilt, the spring equinox is the day when both
the northern and southern hemispheres re-
ceive the same amount of light and dark-
ness from the Sun.

But this is not an exact science. March
21 is observed as the spring equinox, even

though the ‘real’ date may be a day early or
late. “The reasons for this are that the
method is then independent of longitude
on the Earth and is thus independent of
time zone. It also allows the date of Easter to
be calculated in advance regardless of the
actual motion of the Earth around the Sun,”
the Royal Museums Greenwich site says.

Traditions, observance

Good Friday is observed through various
traditions.In some places, are-enactment of
the crucifixion is done, or a Churchserviceis
held. “Essentially, Christ the Lord is remem-
bered on the day, we pray and express our
devotion through offerings, and feel grati-
tude for his sacrifice. His words and teach-
ingsare also recalled,” Pastor Aakhe said.



BRINGING DOWN TRAVEL TIME BETWEEN SEOUL, OUTSKIRTS WILL INCREASE CITIZENS’ FAMILY TIME, EXPERTS BELIEVE

South Korea hopes new speed train links will help boost birthrate

CYNTHIAKIM
&JIHOON LEE
SEOUL,MARCH29

SOUTH KOREA is launching a
high-speed train service that will
reduce the travel time between
central Seoul and its outskirts, a
project officials hope will en-
courage more youth to consider
homes outside the city,and start
having babies.

South Korea has the world's
lowest fertility rate, and its youth
have often cited long commutes
and cramped, expensive hous-
ing in greater Seoul, home to

-om

about half the population, as the
main reasons for not getting
married and starting a family.

The birth rate in Seoul is even
lower than the national average,
and the government has tried to
boost the number of newborns
through subsidies, with little
success.

Officials are now pinning
their hopes on the Great Train
eXpress (GTX),a 134 trillion won
($99.5 billion) underground
speedtrain project that, by 2035,
will provide six lines linking
Seoul to several outlying areas.

On Friday, President Yoon
Suk Yeol inaugurated a section

South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol gets on a train after
the opening ceremony of GTX-A in Seoul on Friday. Reuters

of the first line, which will cut the
commute time from Suseo in
capital to the satellite city of
Dongtan to 19 minutes from 80
minutes now on a bus.

The shorter commute "will
enable people to spend more
time with their family in the
mornings and evenings," he
added.

Thelineis due to go into serv-
ice on Saturday, and once fully
operational, the GTX will be one
of the fastest underground sys-
tems in the world, with trains
travelling at speeds of up to 180
km per hour (112 mph), officials
said.

meng a home in South
Korea is costly, with median
prices hitting a peakin June 2021
after rising 45% over five years.

Seoul is particularly expen-
sive, offering some of the worst
value for money per square foot
of any advanced economy, ana-
lysts say.

Land Minister Park Sang-
woo told Reuters the GTX would
allow young people to consider
homes far away from the capital
without having to spend hours
commuting.

The time they get back cango
towards their families, he added.

"With two-hour commute

on the way home, for example,
how can anyone make time for
babies? The idea is to give peo-
ple more leisure time after
work," he said.

Some analysts, however, said
the GTX could contribute to the
decline of rural South Korea, by
sucking more people into the al-
ready overcrowded capital.

"To revive regional towns fac-
ing extinction, the most impor-
tant thing is to equip other areas
with a similar kind of public in-
frastructure too," said Kim Jin-
yoo, professor of Urban Planning
& Transportation Engineering at
Kyonggi University. REUTERS
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Populations Declining in Japan
and South Korea

Annual percent change of the population
of Japan and South Korea (2003-2020)
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No comparable figure for 2010 (Korea) due to data configuration change
Sources: Statistics Korea, Statistics Bureau of Japan
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2017 List by the World Bank

Fertility rate
Rank ~ Country : in2017
(births/woman)
192 W Singapore 1.2
191 B+l Moldova 1.3
190 Bl Bosnia and Herzegovina 1.3
189 B 1 tayy 1.3
188 = Spain 1.3
187 Bl Portugal 1.4
186 * il Matta 1.4
185 . | jkraine 1.4
184 i= Greece 1.4
183 = PoOland 1.4
182 — Luxembourg 1.4
181 == Croatia 14
180 e Japan 1.4




H5N1 Bird Flu




H5N1 bird flu, a highly pathogenic virus, has been spreading globally, posing a significant threat to
birds and wildlife.

What is H5B1 Bird Flu?
Background:

Avian influenza A(H5N1) or H5B1 Bird Flu is a highly pathogenic virus that primarily circulates
among birds but can infect mammals.

H5N1 originated from a virus outbreak in China in 1996 and rapidly evolved into a highly
pathogenic strain.

Since 2020, it has spread across Europe, Africa, Asia, North America, South America, and even
mainland Antarctica.

India experienced the first HSN1 outbreak in the State of Maharashtra and Gujarat in 2015.



* Impact on Animals:

* Wild birds, including endangered species like California condors, have been
severely affected by H5N1.

* The main species affected used to be chicken.

* Marine mammals, such as sea lions and dolphins, have suffered mass deaths in
regions like Chile and Perv.

 Mammals like foxes, pumas, bears in North America, and farmed minks in Spain
and Finland, have also been infected.


http://drishtiias.com/images/uploads/1711702874_Spread_of_H5N1.png

* Human Risk and Spread Factors:

* While rare, humans can contract bird flu, primarily through contact with infected
birds.

e Climate change may exacerbate the spread of the virus, altering bird behaviour
and increasing interactions between bird species.



About Bird Flu

WHAT IS BIRD FLU?

Bird flu is an infectious disease in birds caused by avian influenza type A viruses. It
may cause mild to severe illness or sudden death in birds. Domestic poultry like
chickens are particularly vulnerable.

Avian influenza viruses do not usually infect humans but may sometimes be
transmitted to humans who have contact with infected poultry and their secretions
and faeces, or contact with contaminated surfaces.

‘ Sy SIGNS IN INFECTED BIRDS
‘\ ;“ - Lack of energy and appetite :.' e e

st -

**"Combs and wattles
of chickens turn

HOW DOES BIRD FLU ick
purplis

SPREAD BETWEEN BIRDS? t '
There is discharge

Direct contact with nasal and respiratory secretions
from infected birds Diarrhoea ::r::;l:?:gn::g e
« Direct contact with infected bird faeces

+ Contamination of feed and water O, susezing
= Contact with contaminated equipment and humans :.o’ 28 . ¢ Head region and legs
. : swell

KEEPING PET BIRDS SAFE oo ‘~..___. E> gest

Keep your pet birds away from wild birds and their droppings.

Use a bird-proof cage or enclosure with fine wire mesh netting preferably with a roof over the aviary.
Separate all new birds from existing ones for at least 21 days to monitor for signs of illness.

Adopt hygiene practices such as washing hands thoroughly with soap after handling birds and their cage(s).
Do not bring birds back to Singapore without a valid import permit from NParks/Animal & Veterinary Service.

WHAT IF MY PET BIRD FALLS SICK OR DIES?

Immediately bring your sick bird to see a vet.

Keep it away from healthy birds.

Wash and disinfect the cage regularly while wearing a mask and gloves.
Wear a mask and gloves when disposing of dead birds. Place the bodies in a plastic bag tightly sealed with a rubber

band or cable tie.
- Adopt hygiene practices such as washing hands thoroughly with soap and water after handling the bird and its cage.

IS IT SAFE FOR ME TO COME INTO CONTACT WITH FREE-ROAMING CHICKENS IN SINGAPORE?

= As a precaution, please avoid touching or feeding free-roaming chickens.
- If you come into contact with free-roaming chickens, you should practise good hygiene habits and wash your

hands thoroughly with soap and water.



* HIN1 virus is sometimes mentioned in the news with reference to which
one of the following diseases? (2015)

* (a) AIDS

(b) Bird flu
(c) Dengue
(d) Swine flu



WHO launches CoViNet



* The World Health Organization (WHO) has introduced a new
initiative, Coronavirus Network (CoViNet), aimed at enhancing global
surveillance and response capabilities against coronaviruses.

 What is Coronavirus Network (CoViNet)?
e About:

* CoViNet is designed to facilitate and coordinate global expertise and
capacities for the early detection, monitoring, and assessment of
various coronaviruses.



HISTORY OF PANDEMICS

PAN-DEM:-IC (of a disease) pre

whole country or the world

Death toll

Antonine Plague 165-180 &M
Plague of Justinian 541.542 30-50M

1 Enidomi
P L

735-737 ™M

Black Death (Bubonic Plague) 200M

1347-1351
Throughout the 17th and 18th
centuries, a series of
: pox S6M
"Great Plagues” routinely Small 1520

ravaged cities across Europe

17th Century Great Plagues =M
1600

18th Century Great Plagues 600K
1700

Cholera 6 outbreak 1M
1817-1923

The Third Plague 2™
1855

Yellow Fever 100-150K
LATE 1800s

HIV/AIDS 25-35M
1981-PRESENT

1968-1970
SARS 770
2002-2003 Swine Flu 200K
MERS 850 Bl SLIN B8 2410
a :

2012-PRESENT
2014.2016

Asian Flu 11M
1957-1958

COVID-19 911K*

THROUGHOUT HISTORY, as humans
spread across the world, infectious
diseases have been a constant
companion. Even in this modern
era, outbreaks are nearly constant.

Here are some of history's most
deadly pandemics, from the
Antonine Plague to COVID-19.

Spanish Flu 40-50M
1918-1919

Russian Flu 1™
1889-1890

1900

1925

1950

Hong Kong Flu 1™

1975

2000

 2019-11:28am PT, SEP 11, 2020 [ONGOING]
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[HIGHEST TO LOWEST]

200M
Black Death (Bubonic Plague)

1347-1351

@ ° @ The outbreak wiped
s out 30-50% of Europe’s

population. It took more than
The plague originated 200 years for the continent’s
in rats and spread to population to recover.
humans via infected fleas.

56M
Smallpox 40-50M 30-50M
F2&0 Spanish Flu Plague of Justinian
1918-1919 541.542

Smallpox killed an estimated 90% of The death toll of this plague
Native Americans. In Europe during the Is still under debate as new
1800s, an estimated 400,000 people evidence is uncovered, but
were being killed by smallpox annually. many think it may have

The first ever vaccine was created to helped hasten the fall of
ward off smallpox. the Roman Empire.

A serles of Cholera outbreaks spread |
around the world in the 1800s killing |
millions of people. There is no solid

consensus on death tolls. ‘l'

€ ¢ e e o

25-35M ™M 1M ™ ™M
HIV/AIDS The Third Plague Antonine 17th Century Asian Flu Russlan Flu Hong Kong Flu Cholera 6
1981-PRESENT 1855 Plague Great Plagues 1957-1958 1889-.1890 1968-1970 outbreak
165-180 1600 1817-1923

©® % .4 .

600K 200K 100-150K 11.3K 850 770

Japanese 18th Century Swine Flu Yellow Fever Ebola MERS SARS
Smallpox Epidemic Great Plagues 2009-2010 LATE 1800s 2014-2016 2012-PRESENT 2002-2003

735.737 1700
oMK*
COVID-19
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India has consistently topped
the global list of countries
imposing internet bans, with
approximately 60% of all recorded
blackouts worldwide.

Shutdowns flared up during the
protests against the Citizenship
Amendment Act in 2019, the

abrogation of Article 370 in 2019,
and the introduction of Farm Bills
in 2020.

State imposed shutdowns in the last
decade have cited national security
and threats to public order.



* Internet disruptions in India accounted for more than 70% of the
total loss to the global economy in 2020.

* Regionally, Jammu and Kashmir saw the highest number of
shutdowns In the last 12 years.



Legal Provisions Relating to Internet Shutdown

Grounds: Indian States and Union Territories can
impose an internet shutdown only in case of a “public
emergency” or in the interest of “public safety”,
according to the Indian Telegraph Act.

e However, the law does not define what qualifies as an emergency or
safety issue.

Till the year 2017, shutdowns were imposed
largely under Section 144 of the Code of Criminal
Procedure (CrPC).




« Anuradha Bhasin v. Union of India Case:

— In 2020 the Supreme Court by ruling on Jammu and Kashmir
Internet shutdown held that indefinite internet shutdowns by
the State Is not permissible under Indian Constitution.

— The apex Court further stated that imposition of

Sectionl144 can not be used as a mechanism to avoid genuine
protest which iIs permitted under the Constitution.

a. Section 144 has very specific parameters, only if those

parameters are satisfied then only a Magistrate can pass the
orders



Arguments in Favour of Internet Shutdown by the
Government

National Security

Temporary and Targeted Measure

Preventing Unrest and Violence

Counteracting Fake News and Disinformation:




Arguments Against the Internet Shutdown by the
Government

Impact on Freedom of Expression:

Global Image and Investment

Human Rights Concern

Economic Disruptions:
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= — * Kuttanad is a delta region situated in the
west coast of Kerala.

» The Kuttanad Below Sea-level Farming
System (KBSFS) is the only system in
India that practices rice cultivation
below sea level.

* The rice fields, which are popularly
known as "Puncha Vayals" exist in 3
landscape elements:

- Karapadam (upland rice fields)
- Kayal (wetland rice fields)

« Kari (land buried with black coal like
materials)




Kuttanadan

Region
(Kerala District Wise)
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| Global Summit on Extreme Heat




It is the 1t Summit on Extreme Heat.

Aim — To find solutions to lessen impacts of

extreme heat, save lives and mitigate costs as 2023
was the hottest on record.

Organized By — United States Agency for
International Development (USAID) and
International Federation of Red Cross and Red
Crescent Societies (IFRC).




Eturnagaram Wildlife Sanctuary




« Telangana is presentl m'i\%% \ i " \%

[ ¥ )
grappling with forest fires N
in Tadvai region of ST
Eturnagaram Wildlife k)
Sanctuary in Mulugu and
Amrabad Tiger Reserve.

It was declared as a wildlife
reserve in 1953.

The vegetation here is tropical
dry deciduous.

The sanctuary is bordered by
the Laknavaram Lake.

The perennial river Dayyam
Vagtl: flows through this

sanctuary.

The sanctuary is also famous
for the Sammakka Saralamma
Jatara.

Sammakka Saralamma Jatara
is a tribal festival for honouring
the goddesses’ Sammakka and
Saralamma.



https://www.iasparliament.com/current-affairs/prelim-bits-06-10-2023-upsc-daily-current-affairs
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