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local priest may is-
sue an -eligibility

rritory. » PAGE &

the lack of
<" the poll
20d her inability to meet the
“winnability criteria” in States
that she could have considered
contesting from. » PAGE S
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Beijng secks to attract foregn

imvestment. » PAGE 14

under
the Qtizenship Amend-

se received by The

Hindu through the Union

Home Ministry’s helphne
cAA

The certificate, a man-
datory document, is to be
enclosed along with an affi-
davit and other ents
that the applicants are to
upload on the CAA portal.
“The reasons for which ap-

to submit ‘elj
on of an apphc

“for assis-

helpline on March 26 to
seek information on its for-
mat, the person attending
the callsaid, "It canbe on a
blank sheet of paper or on

derCAA

As per the rules, the ceruﬁcate can be lssued
by a ‘locally r v 3

= The entire process is online
Al

Route to citizenship

A bricf cutline of the application process under the CAA

which inchade on eligatity
nh(:(c m validate the
o

ing that they belong to
particular faith.

The form says thac the
person issuing the certifi-
cate will have to specify

her name and address

confirm that the appli-
cant belongs to one of the
six communities from the
three and

= The reasons for which

acquire anincian itmencnip
i also to be

tificate. A source said on
nesday: ~Am:

icate. The final decision to
grant citizenship will be ta-

ledge and belief, he/she be-
ngs to  Hindu/ Sikh/
Buds

Christian,
munities — from Pakistan,

have regis-
so
us got the elig-
ibilicy Ceraeats from the
Arya Samaj mandir and

rtlfy CAA eligibility, says govt. helpline

I The au rity that can issue the certificate was

ified when CAA Rules were notified

cessed.” sald Mr. Solanki,
who came to India with his

tee head e Superin-
tendent of the Department
of Post.

person. Mr.
said he was yet to get a call

from the commiittee.
The final decision on ap-
plications will then be ta-
by the empowered

-
plicant wishes to acquire  a judicial peper, with a  fied, the Mlnls!ry did not ken by the empowered zenship to undocumented some from the Shiv uamur P ttee headed by the
Indian citizenship” must  stamp value ~When specify the authority or the  commis the people — belonging to Hin- arby. We are waiting fo) Director (C Oper:
also be stated. asked who can l:sue the body ﬂlal can issue the cer- ution is unly recommend- du, Sikh, Buddhist, Parsi, lhe documents to be plO~ thons) in each State.
Spieitual dusk India strong

Moty occasion: Mussms who are currently fasting for Ramzan leave after prayers at the Jamsa Masjid in Delhi, on Wednesday. REUTERS

NEW DELHI

India on Wedn, -
moned a US. Tand
expressed sefrong

tion™ to tfe re ‘the

the
artment on the
Srrest of Deihi Chief Mints.
ter Arvind Kejriwal in a
case of alle peson.
In a statement, the Ex-
ternal Affairs Ministry said

~ . ee

diplomacy. st
expected to be

the sovereignty and intcf
[ pereegeiay

case would be treated
“tmely legal
process”. “We encourage a
fair, ransparent, and time.

ly legal process for Chief

repeated its concerns at its

Ve strong objec
tion to the remarks of the  are based on an
spokesperson of the U. dent judiciary which
State abou o
oveatn legal and timely Case-
India. In d.lplnmacy. Tsi

states are expected to
of the

aspersions on that is
unwarranted,” the Minis-

some of their

unts,” U.S. State Depart-

ment_spokesperson Mat-
Miller sal

“We

ty and internal affairs of
others. This

try said on
U.S. official

is even more so in case of

Gloria Berbena, the U.S’s

ment hoped Mr. Kejriwal's

o
who cited a report by Am-
nesty International
HC REFUSES TO INTERFERE
»PAGE 4

I50 lakh stolen from ‘unguarded’ van
carrying cash to ATM in Kerala’s Uppala

KASARAGOD

1n a brazen daylight theft,
250 lakh was stolen from a
van that was taking the mo-
ney to fill cash vending ma-
chines, at Uppala | here in
Kerala on Wi

The incldent o<cuned
ourside an ATM e Axis
Bank 2

d
twa

security lapse on the part
of the s staff.

“The staff had to 6l €20
lakh in a bank ATM, but
they took out two bundles
of TS0 lakh each. They

heft: The van from which 50 lakh, which was meant to
o ATM, veas stcten i Kasaragod district. SPEaL A T

took one bundle into the
ATM and left one on the
back seat of the vehicle.
Tho the wvehicle was
locked, there was no one
inside it and there no

grille on the rear win-
dows,” said the officer.

away the cash kept there,
he said

The polics detatned the
driver and setzed

Focus on CC’
Diverics Police Chief P Bijoy
told media that there is in-

ry. Many CCTVs in the
area are not working due
to road

Election Commission issues notices to
Shrinate, Ghosh for ‘offensive’ remarks

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI/KOLKATA

anaut and West Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata Ba-
nerjee respectively.

Their remarks were
in bad

work.
The police have mnitiated

me active
OWith P11 inputs)

taste™ and violated the Mo-
Conduct
(MCC), the EC said in sepa-
rate official statements.

del Code

2 \
Supriya Shrinate and Dikp Ghosh have to respond by March 28

The MCC has been in force
since March 16 when the
schedule for the Lok Sabha
election was a d.
Ms. Shrinate claimed
that “many others~ have
access to her social media

accounts, blaming one of
them for the “extremely in-
appropriate”
made on her X handle.

After being slammed by
his party, Mr. Ghosh said
he was “sad” as his lan-

guage had been described

unparliamentary, but
claimed he had merely
countered Ms. Banerjee’s
statements.

The poll body said the
comments also violated its
advisory to parties to main-
tain dignity during electio-
neering.

“Low level personal ar-
the

. also
warning against social me-
dia posts vilifying and in-
sulting rivals.

Both leaders have been
asked to respond to the
show cause notices by the
evening of March 29.



A brief outline of the application process under the CAA r],ﬂ-’*v —

m The entire process is online
but applicants will

have to present
themselves on an
appointed day

before a committee,
which will verify the

dc;c/m:nents

m The applicants have to

submit a clutch of documents,
——

which include an eligibility 2

certificate to validate the

religion of the applicant.

Any local priest can

certify the faith 9f the
7

persons u

m The reasons for which
applicant wishes to
acquire an Indian citizenship
is also to be stated




Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA)

Why in news?

Anti-CAA activist-MLA Akhil Gogoi was released

from jail recently.

What is CAA?

The law seeks to make foreign illegal migrants
of certain religious communities coming from
Pakistan

Afghanistan ngladesh, and
eligible for Indian citizen3tip:

Criteria

«The person must have resided in India
or been in central government service
for the last 12 months and at least 11
years of the preceding 14 years.

eFor Tertain illegal migrants, the
number of years of residency has been
relaxed from 11 years to five years.

o

Exceptions

*The tribal areas of Assam, Meghal
Mizoram, and Tripura.

=0 3

Citizenship of India
eBirthinIndia ="/~ .

* Descent =~ P. ]
_ « Registration&>
aturalisation””
e Incorporation of territory into
India ——




3;27:2: 'g;" INDIAN PIO VS OCI

OVERSEAS CITIZEN OF

INDIA (OCI)

» Means a foreign citizen (except a national of
Pakistan, Afghanistan Bangladesh, China, Iran,
Bhutan, Sri Lanka and Nepal)

» A foreign citizen whose one of the parents/

grandparents/ great grandparents was born and
a permanent resident of India

» Who is a spouse of a citizen of India or a PIO

BENEFITS

1. P10 card holders do not require a visa to visit
India for a period of 15 years from the date of
issue of the PIO card.

2. They are exempted from registration at FRRO/
FRO if their stay does not exceeds 180 days, In
case if the stay exceeds 180 days, they shall have
to register with FRRO/ FRO within the next 30 days

3. They enjoy parity with NRIs in economic,
financial and educational benefits

4. All future benefits that would be exempted to
NRis would also be available to the PIO
card holders

BENEFITS

and for any purpose

length of stay in the country

plantation properties

A foreign national, who was eligible to
become citizen of India on 26.01.1950 or was

a citizen of India on or at anytime

after 26.01.1950 or belonged to a territory

that became part of India after 15.08.1947 is
eligible for registration as Overseas Citizen of
India (OCI). Minor children of such person are
also eligible for OCl. However, if the applicant
had ever been a citizen of Pakistan or
Bangladesh, he/she will not be eligible for OCI.

OCls are entitled to a multipurpose, multiple
entry, lifelong visa allowing them to visit

India at any time, for any length of time
» Exempted from police reporting for any

» Have also been granted all rights in the
economic, financial and education fields in
parity with NRIs except, the right

to acquisition of agricultural or
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States

LS.
YSRCP govt. undid pro;

it

achieved under TDP: Naidu

Telugu Desam Party national president N.
aidu on

said the

FSRee

nt had undone the pr

ogress
achieved and developmental works initiated

r district,
of Minister ¥.5. Jagan

-wardness of the

Two seriously injured after
car hits two-wheeler in Vizag

Two persons were severely injured after a
them on the BRTS

i
police said. The car, driven
in an

Road at

Tuesday, th
bya BTec‘hsrud.eni.

Jost control oves the vehicle and hiea

two-wheeler and then the median,
injured were shifted to a hospital. The

said. The

the air

the police

police said the student also suffered injuries but
was saved owing bags.

prays at Tirumala temple

Chief Justice of India (CJI) D.¥. Chandrachud on

temple and led into the
where he paid ol

orum,
obeisances to the presiding deity.

chleﬂusm:e of the mgh coun of Andhra Pradesh

the CJL Later,

Dhiraj Singh Thakur panied
the CJI pnnd 2 visit to SV Vedic University.

ED files case against Pinarayi’s
daughter in CMRL pay-olf case

The agency has acted on the basis of ET report that Veena and her ¢

Private Lid had received 2172 crore as monthly payments from Cochln Minerals and Rutile Ltd

xocH!

he Enforcement Di-
rectorate (ED) has
registe: n En-
forcement Case investiga-
tion Report (ECIR) in con-

gistered by the Kochi unit

of the agency under the
Pre\vndonof”une Laun-
ct.

The Central agency has
acted on the basis of the re-
port by the Income Tax In-

‘eena Vijzyan
terim Settlement Board in

that
ny Exalogic Solutions Priv-

ate Ltd had received 21.72
crore as monthly pay-

ments from the Kochi-
based n Minerals and
Rutile Ltd (CMRL) despite
there being no evidence of
any services given in re-
turn.

which holds 13.4% shares
in CMRL, i be
investigated.

The High Court of Kar-
nataka had in February re-
Jjected a petition filed by
Exalogic Solutions Private
Limir, the

Office (SFI0) under the Mi-
of Corporate Affairs
into the monthly pay-off
case Is progr
It Is learnt !hat the ED
probe will include the indi-
viduals and entities on the
record of the Income Tax
Interim Settlement Board
.
Besides Ms. Veena, the
role of CMRL and the Kera-

action of the Ministry of

into the affairs of
company.
The MCA had told the

court that illegal payments
made to the extent of T135

gntities. including Exalog-
had

Cong. MLAs divided
over Kolar nominee

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Factionalism in the Kolar
unit of the Congress came
to the fore on Wednesday
with five Congress. legtsla-
tors, including a Minister,
threatening to resign over
the possibility of the
giving ticket to Chikka Ped-
danna, son-inlaw of Food
and les Minister
K_H. Muniyappa, from the
Kolar (reserved) seat for
the Lok Sabha election.
Mr. Muniyappa is a se-

Education Minister M.C.

1a State
ment Corporation (KSIDC),

foche:

Kothur G. Man-
junath and K-Y. Nanje Gow-

da, and two MLCs — Anil

belongs to the “SC Left'_

The two MLCs displayed
their resignation leters in
front of journalists and met
Cnundl Basava-
raj Horatti. Minister By-
Tathi Suresh rushed to the
Chairman’s chamber and
convinced them not to sub-
‘mit their resignations.

Party functionaries see

esday’s drama

part of the ongoing tussie
between factions of

sembly Speaker K.R. Ra-
mesh Kumar — for supre-
macy in the district.

Seers tell BJP to replace Pralhad Joshi in Dharwad

HUBBALLI
Veerashafva Lingayat seers
n _various maths who

Inesday
se( adexdllne for the BIP to
replace Union Ainister
Pralhad Joshi in the Dhar-
‘wad Lok Sabha constituen-
<. clting the “ill-sreasment
meted out to the commun:

ey amd thaseenst.

quick reaction to
ehe demind, BJP vereran
and former Chief Minister
B.S. Vednyuxappa a Lin-
gayat, categorically denied
Sr changs in candidaure
in the constituency. He,
however, said he would
speak to the seers to clear

their misunderstanding.
Earlier in the day, scores

of seers from Veerashatva
maths  from

Gurusiddha a
Swami which was chair
by sri jun Swami of
Murugha A

rea
socio political and re-
ligious issues concerning
the community and the
need for religious heads to
plunge into electoral polit-
ics in the wake of ill-treat-

ment of the community
leaders and seers reported-
Iy by Mr. Joshi.
Later, addressing press-
ahng with various
sri

s Sei
Mallikarjun Swami and other seers in Hubball

KIRAM BAALE

Swami criticised Mr. Joshi
and said the Union Minis-
ter remembered the seers
only.

during polls.
The seer said that the
Li seers

persor
seers,

will urge the BIP high
mand to the party
for Dharwad

April 2 to decide on_the
next course of action,”
said.

change
king on the develop-

Mr. Yediyurappa categori-
de: any change in
the candidature Mr.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has him various
responsibilities and posts,”
he

Regars charge
against Mr. Toshi & by Di
leshwar Swami and the
meeting of the seers, he
said that Veerashaiva Lin-

seers have been with
the party for long and
misundersta;

devotion towards the seer
Fakki-

and the
reshwar Mutt.

ED issues fresh
summons to Isaac in
masala bonds case

xocH1

The Enforcement Directo-

Kerala Infrastructure In-
vestment  Fun oard
(KIFB).

Violation of the Foreign Ex-
change ment Act.

Karnataka
BJP MLC
resigns, may
join Congress

BENGALUR

Former journalist Tejaswi-
G

T Thomas tsasc
The former Minister had
summeons as ilegal and

arbitrary.
The Central agency had

n a historic move,
Kerala

Coameal in Karnaia on

This comes amidst re-
ports that Ms. Gowda

quit the BIP and rejoin the
Congress as she is upses ov-
oF not being felded in the
Lok Sabha election.

a
deemed university for arts
and culture. pened

gender restrictions to
enrol in its

unanimo
move comes in the wake of

One team

Alrned forces pemnntlol Incia and the U.S. take part in the buemn exercize. Tiger Trumph 201- off Andira Pradesh cosst on Weﬂnesday
meant to Setwee:

The 14

n the forces and

The decision came in
the wake of a controversy
in which dancer
Kalamandalam

made derogatory remarks
against dancer R.LV.
akrishnan.

A Mohiniyattam
performance of Mr.
Ramakrishnan was
organised at the

courses.
The decision was taken
unanimously in the
governing council meeting
on

wednesday The
admission for the
Mohiniyattam course will
be open from next

of
Kalamandalam by the

boys to join the

‘hiniyartam course
came the very next day of
the performance.

transferred to the capital,
o the

vear on
p ]

for learning

Chalakudy police.

in disaster reSief

mce: A file photo of R LY. Ramakrishnan during 3

‘Centre betraying
Kannadigas by not
giving drought aid’

SavsSURL

Karnataka Chief Minkesier
Siddaramaiah on
the mpleadu-

4

Siddaramaiah

refuted Mr. stddar.umuh s
<laims that

Budget for 2024257 said

not receiving its due xhaxe
of tax or that there was no
equity In tax devohsion

New entrants
Mr. siddaramaiah
speal

plementation of the

What Karnataka was de-
manding was its share of
funds that was sanc
by shia 150 Finanics Coes:

commission
ad aliocated  additional
to the State for va-

in Bengaluru and
23,000 crore for the pe-
ripheral ring road project.

“ funds thrice”
lle said that though the
e submitted memoran-
da to the Centre three
es seeking 218,

2 drought rellar; oot & r-
pee had been released so

man-
dates that assistance from
the National Disaster Res-

pite the fact that 224 out of

243 taluks are reeling un-
der severe amugm this
year. the Chief

**ir. Stddaramaiah said
Prime Minister Narendra




One team

s T : \ 4 ;-"'... e, ;
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Armed forces personnel of India and the U.S. take part in the bilateral exercise, Tig ph 2024, off Andhra Pradesh coast on Wednesday.

The 14-day exercise is meant to strengthen coordination between the forces and refine their capabilities in disaster relief operations. PTI
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N
ith expan: spreading beyond Taiwan, coul involved, it would only wa
national interests, spill over in multiple ns. It military campaign once it is
Indéa has stronger could ignite the already tense satisfed that it has adequately set get estimates and the actual
compulsions to act India-China lkand border. It could the conditions for victory. The STATE OF PLAY estimates owver consecutive
~off hazards. India finds wipe out or take offline sizeable military balance across the Taiwan years raises doubts over the
its interests entangled in disputes portions of Chinese. Strak will sherefore be the most M. Bajesy availability of the resources to-
on the far edges of Asia, including Arzan Tarapore and other regional countries’ critical deterrent, Tmey st higmhehindu oo in wards this end. The overall re-
. China claims Taiwan & PHD Ressarcts industrial capacity. on which the non-belligerent tares like India venue receipts tll February
its own, and is feverishly e world depends. And it could raise can buttress deterrence by he Telangana govern- re: ed 21 crore
preparing to seize the island by for snternational the risk of unthinkable nuclear convincing Beijing that it has not ment is facing an ardu- agains:t the 216 lakh crore
force if necessary. while the U.S. Security and escalation. A conflict over Taiwan adequately set the conditions. ous task in fulfilling projected in 2023-24. Of this,
has Clearly ion, Standord is something that India simply India has six types of policy the six guarantees that the 241,448 crore was in the form
that it would probably fight to University, U.S. cannot afford. especially as it options at its fingertps: Congress promised before be- of borrowings and other
defend Taiwan. India is highly seeks stability and growth for international law arguments; ing voted to power, thanks to liabilities.
unlikely to fight in a conflict over national development. building narratives oppased to the slow pace of growth in re- | supply of LPG cylinder at Another area where excess
Taiwan_ It has vital economic and Third, while a conflict itself aggresston: coordinated venue receipts. 2500, free power up to 200 | projection is leading to short-
interests, and valuable would be its The government has been | units to eligble households | fall in the actuals is grants in
policy levers, to ensure that such a could further worsen India‘s de-risking; active to raise under the Gruha Jyoti scheme, | asd and contributions from
contlict never happens. to support the for meeting its immediate houses to the poor under the | the Central government.
nding on which side prevails. | Taiwanese people; and military commitments including pay- | Indirammascheme.andasus- | While the government esti-
Maintain the status quo A limited . where China support to the US, forces in the ment of salaries, for | mated £41.259 crore revenue
New Delhi has three main reasons has relative advantages of indian Ocean. Each option can be and interests. The seriousness | women. under the head for the fiscal,
o do so. First, it has a stake in the cone: force near Tajwan, calibrated to variable levels of of the situation can be gauged The State started imple- | the actual realisation tll the
status quo, with Taiwan as a is also the most lik w an, from the fact that close to half bus travel for | end of February remained at
self-governing territory that does. end in a Chinese victory over and they can be adapted and the revenue receipts are being wmch I needs to reimburse | just <6,95S crore.
not declare independence. India “Talwan and a corresponding applied by many other countries. spent on these three heads than 2300 crore Telangana Deputy Chief Mi-
and Taiwan have expanded trade defeat of the U.S. and its allies. If “These options can also alone, to the provi- month to the State Road Tran- | nister Mall Bhatt] vikramar-
seven-fold since 2001 and are China, through the crucible of India’s grand strategic position, sional figures released by the | sportCorporation. It has start- | ka admitted that the gap bet-
exploring a possible free trade battle, thereby displaces the U.S. regardless of their impact on the Comptroller and Auditor Gen- | ed enhancing the health cov- | ween the estimates _and
agreement. The Tafwanese firm, as the region’s pre-eminent China-Taiwan dispute. Enacting eral of india (CAG). erage lmit as well. The | actuals for the current fiscal
Powerchip Semiconductor military power, & would these policies would, first and While tax for the made a could be as high as 370,000
Manufacturing Corporation, has undermine the region’s entire foremasz, lend India more current fiscal is projected at o( :53 195 crore m the 275 | crore. Substantiating his claim
partnered with the Tata Group to y in s 21.52 lakh crore in the budget n-account | is the huge difference between
build India’s first semiconductor security guarantees would be less strategic competition with China. estimates, expenditure on ac- budge! for 2024-5. for the im- | the budget estimates and ac-
planc. An credible, neighbours may seek to They also offer additional count  of ages of the six gua- | tuals at the end of 3
was signed recently to send Indsan assure their security with more pathways for India to deepen its (¥38.627 crore), pensions | rantees. The budget saw no Coupled with these are the
workers to Taiwan. India’s arms or and with the U.S.. thereby (213,024 crore). and interest | hikes in taxes and duties in | restrictions imposed by the
industry. critical supply chains, China's military would be free to accelerating its national rise. And payments (222,407 crore) ac- | any form. The government | Union Finance Ministry on the
an. on are all further project unch they offer a wider agenda for count for 74,058 crore. This of 22,418 | State's market borrowings cit-
increasingly invested in an influence, incl into the . anml " :, crore for e nt. But
en, peaceful quo Indian Ocean. It even feel mong countries of the ich amount to 212,958 al. This takes th these have
2c: Taiwan Straic emboldened fo press ws clalms on | Global South, wiich oth crore. The allocar nd dis- | some extent after Chief Ainis:
Second, any Chinese aggression Arunachal Pradesh. india is not an be passive or at best that the State’ to | ter A Reddy and Mr.
against Taiwan would be American ally, but it does depend uncoordinated in deterring receipts at the end of February | 216,825 crore as t.hz govern- Bhatti Vikramarka met Prime
catastrophically costly for India. on the U.S. for its military Chinese aggression more broadly. stood at 2151 lakh crore, ment Modi and
Such a scenario would. in effect, modernisation and a broadly Such policies, therefore, are not 70.163% of ¥2.16 lakh crore of | ment to nmp|emm 24X7 free | Union Finance Minister Nir-
cripple global trade benign strategic environment.. a favour to Taiwan or the U.S.: the bu power suj mala
. would create be an act of In a month left for the conclu- | government allocated 7.740 The State needs & expiore
disrupeions throughout Asia and What India can do self-interest. Depending on the sion of the financial year. crore for the Indiramma hous- | new avenues to augmen:
West Asia. A recent Bloombersg What, then. can India do to help political context, they may invite I this Dackdrop, the imple- | g scheme, It docided to | reseurces and not use depend
study estimates that the costs of a prevent this calamity? Beijing's Chinese retaliation, but no policy mentation of the six guaran- | sanction 3.500 houses toeach | on revenue throush excise
would amount to over 10% strategy for Taiwan uses all is cost-free, and India has recently tees is likely to be a Herculean | of the 119 Assembly consti- | and sale land parcels. In addi-
of giobal GDP. India’s economy’ instruments of national power, shown a tough willingness to task for the new government. | tuencies in the State. The ac- | tion. it should also focus on
would suffer a greater shock than from international law to weather Chinese opprobrium The guarantees announced in | mal burden on the exchequer | areas where there are said to
the US. economy and its most and wi 1ndia the run-up to the Assembly | on account of be ese cause
sectors, from T ase ﬂ: aside from military 1c suggest elections include free bus tra- | of the six guarantees is yet to | dents to the government reve-
ticals, would run dry needs to 55 prefer to pursiue memeﬂfmmmmncy wvel for women across the be ascertained. nue and need to be fixed so
materials. less costly and disruptive settings, and the costs of such State, enhancement of health Though the is | thac can can deal
tary ways as long as they policies would be dwarfed by the coverage under YSR Aarogya | keen to implement its guaran- | with y challenges on the finan-
wviable. Given the stakes Zosts of doing nothing. Sri from 25 lakh to 210 lakh, | tees, the mismatch in the bud- | cial front.
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FIFTY YEARS AGO MARCH 28, 1974

dia’s average temperature on that . IVﬁ.l ]iste'l I l.l.lS O‘It
[ DATA POINT N e ormegobat v Breaking temperature records nationalisation of more
SRS ——— grage. this year witnessed the hot .e-a from o.;:v.gu in Data ancovelﬂkus cnmulecrvse Service industries

his year's February was the | for all the individual countries. For

hottest February ever. So | instance. of the 194 countries dep- New Delhi. March 27: The Industrial
was this years January. | icted on the map, only S8 wit- e C

This &= in conrinuation of a streak: | nessed thelr hottest February in to-day rul r nationalisation of
seven months of 2023 also | 2024. These include many coun- industries for the present.

harked: record those | tries in E Austria, Replying ebate on

ths. Recor a, Croatia, Cz.
and broken in successive years, | Germany, Hungary, Italy, Luxem-

which means that the world is | bourg. the Netherlands, Poland. stable conditions in the industries already in the
heating up. and Switzerland. Indias hottess sector. “The trouble starts™ as soon as
Not only are ever v was n any mdmry mnmnngd
lrg.but(heyueakor&nguaf&s— 2006, when the average tempera- leftist
ter rate than ever before. The gap | ture was 21.94°C. for the Immadiate matlonatleation of the larger
shows the monthly sur- induserial h

Tecor 3 the su ouses.
set in 2023 and 2024 and the old | face temperature dewviations by Unless conditions were created in the public

records from previous years which | year. While the absolute tempera-

were broken are considerably | tures in a month are depicted in dried bed of Kerala's longest river there was no point in further nationalisation_
wide, showing that the rise Intem- | Chart 1, the deviarion ffom a spec- - raen ettt ety e e Mr. Subramaniam said that the very people
ific month’s average surface tem- = e more 1 o0 L2 e i horioonaea et o e, tht 13, T Gt OF & SR rvoS who were advocating the cause were
frnm(he 1991- 2020 mean epresent the months of the year. The last nine months have ar 1-2020 mean. n politics in public sector 5
n Chart 3. marmes uary 2026, c Repudiating the charge by a2 CPAM member
that the Government had “shamel,

we y to ~fill in gaps" in production
targecs.

He many top level tives had been
iving up posts in the private sector and jolning

the whole situation m some of the public
had

a. parts
""m" ever for ‘"Y’m"y- The South America too recorded a si- Map 2: The map shows the country-mise average monthly surface Map 45 The map shows the country-mise monthly surface
previous record was set in 2020 | milar high deviation on that date. perature a5 on February 15, 2024, In 62 courkries, the average | temperature deviations compared to the 1591-2020 mean o
when it touched 13.02°C. That | while India’s was +0.3°C. tomperature on that cay was over 25°C. In 41 countries. Gn Fabeuary 15, 2024. The Aeaation was cser 2-C i MO of A HUNDRED YEARS AGO MARCH 28, 1924
broke the previous record of the C s cver 20°C Europe and northem Amencs

Map 2 shows the y-wise in 202 = = Case against Marconis

London, March 26: At the King's Bench Division
today in the action brought by James A. Malcolm

against s
for commission in connection with the

. for China,
= Justice have
upon their
payment to e phlnnﬂ'of.- commission on 66
from the
Chinese




2/024 records hottest-ever January and Februa
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DATA POINT

du Data Team

1is year’s February was the
10ttest February ever. So
vas this year’s January.
1 continuation of a streak:
seven months of 2023 also
record highs for those
Records have been set
)ken in successive years,
neans that the world is
up.
nly are temperatures ris-
they are also rising at a fas-
than ever before. The gap
1 the record temperatures
)23 and 2024 and the old
from previous years which
roken are considerably

piietl RESS g h IGEE T E Stk SRy ROl st

In February 2024, the average global temperature was 1{?1"@ the warm

dia’s average temperature on that
day was 20.17 °C.

While in terms of the global av-
erage, this year witnessed the hot-
test February, the same is not true
for all the individual countries. For
instance, of the 194 countries dep-
icted on the map, only 58 wit-
nessed their hottest February in
2024. These include many coun-
tries in Europe such as Austria,
Belgium, Bosnia, Croatia, Czechia,
Germany, Hungary, Italy, Luxem-
bourg, the Netherlands, Poland,
and Switzerland. India’s hottest-
ever February was recorded in
2006, when the average tempera-
ture was 21.94°C.

Chart 3 shows the monthly sur-
face temperature deviations by
year. While the absolute tempera-
tures in a month are depicted in

NS AL NS i I L

/

=

-#— /-’

e

Breaking temperature records

The data for the charts were sourced from Our World in Data and Copernicus Climate Change Service



Chart 1: The chart shows the monthly average global surface
temperatures by year. The numbers 1 to 12 on the horizontal
axis represent the months of the year. The last nine months have
been the warmest on record

16°C
15%C
14°C

13°C

12°C |

1 6 / 12

Map 2: The map shows tle country-wise average monthly surface
temperature as on February 15, 2024. In 62 countries, the average
temperature on that day was over 25°C. In 41 countries, it

was over 20°C —_— T

Chart 3: The chart shows the monthly surface temperature
deviations by year, that is, the deviation of a specific month’s
average surface temperature from the 1991-2020 mean. In
February 2024, the deviation was +0.81°C

2024
+0.81°C

0.5°C .

0°C

-0.5°C

Map 4: The map shows the country-wise monthly surface

temperature deviations compared to the 1991-2020 mean as
on February 15, 2024. The deviation was over +2°C in most of
Europe and northern America

No data -2°C  -1°C 0°C 1°C 2°C
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BALTIMORE

Search for six bodies in Baltimore

bridge-ship collision continues

~
Emergency serv s
on Wednesday in search

bel A =

cargo ship Dok slammed into the bridge at 1:30 2.m. on Tuesday
when they working the right shift fixing potholes on the bridge. AF>

-~

Senate and endorzed by the King before becoming taw. ASP

ESLAMABAD

Pakistan high court judges allege

intelligence agencies’ interference

-~

e

CENEVA

UN official who filed report on

Israel genocide complains of threat

Sox jdges

by the

Supreme iy iy agsirat s all:ged terterence in the

the judicary

agences. Aletter

¥
from the judges demanded the SJC femry by Chief Justice Qazi

Faez sa inftiate a judicial cormention agsst sucl

ide in Gaza curi

Amanese, the UN expert who published a report saying
there were reazonable grounds to believe Israel has comemitied

ng its miltary campaign against Hamas, ssid

on Wednesdsy she had recemed threats throughout her mandate.
She did not elaberate on the nature of the threats. REUTERS

China to develop Sri Lanka’s
deep sea port and airport

Prime Minister Dinesh Gunawardena holds talks with his Chinese counte:

island nation’s biggest bilateral creditor and will ‘assist' Colombo's restructuring of external debt

ence France Presse
COLOMBO

ri Lanka’s Prime Mi-
s nister said on Wed-

isla; strategic
deep sea port and the cap-
ftal's airport after talks
with his counterpart in

a haircut on its loans but

Timely ties:
Chinese President X6 Snping in B

could extend the tenure
and adjust interest rates.
Sri Lanka in 2022 ran
out of foreign exchange to
finance essential imports
and declared a sovereign
default on its $46 billion fo-
refgn debt. Months of proe-
ests forced then-President

i Lanka Prime Minister Dinesh Gu
eijng on Wednel

oty and help Sri Lanka
o develop its economy™.

Gunawardena said

ijing had offered ~assis-

tance to develop™ Colom-

bo International Airport

and Hambantota port, the

statement added, without
giving further details.

Japancse project

Palestinians denied of
homeland, India talks to
Russia ‘bluntly’: Jaishankar

W DELHI

External Affairs Minister

rip
nowledge the fact that the
Palestinian people were
“denied the right to their

ded expan-
smn of Colombo airport

The southern sea port of

Hambantota was

o a (‘hlnge s(aleo\n‘ned

company i a 99-

vear lease for s S = hiliion.
lia and us.

tota, on the sland’s south-
ern coast. could boost its
naval advantage in the In-
dian Ocean.

Jaishan-
kar, w holsona»‘lsn Ma-
laysia, said that the “ehat.
lenge foreign
framing is to get the *
lance
the confli
Ukraine and said Indi
terlocutors were used to

“pass messages~.
“How different pulls

and pressures can be. On

the one hand, what hap-

pened on October 7 was
terrorism. On the other
hand. nobody would coun-
tenance the death of nno-

ing called international hu-
manitarian law,” Mr. Jaish-
ankar said while
interacting with the Indian

there is the underlying is-
sue of the rights of the Pal-
estinians and the fact that

they have been denied
their homeland,” he said.
backdrop of the
al

A ety Adviser ASIt Do-
(=l have maintained dia-
logues various
stakgholders Tn Weet Avia
vell as in eastern Eu-
rope. Jar._jaishaniar will
reign Minister of
Ukraine Dmytro Kuleba
who Is scheduled to arrive
here later this week. He
said that Indians have been
talking to Russia “blunty~
and said, ~Real lfe has a
whole lof of complexities.
l>|xrlng his visit to Singa-
co days earlier, Mr.
P hankas hadt referred to
Russia.

one marked
relationship”.

7 Lebanese,
Israeli killed in
exchange of
fire on border

HEBSARIVE

An Israeli airstrike on a pa-
ramedics centre linked to a
Lebanese Sunni Muslim

in south Lebanon
killed seven of its members

The strike on the village
of Hebbariye came after a
day of airstrikes and rockes
ttacks between Israel’s

o

raising further
escalation along the fron-
tier that has been active for
the past five months of the
Israel- Harnas war.

The paramedics associa-
don sald the lsracll seriice
was “a flagrant viol
umanitasian work "

Security beefed up

for Chinese workers
after Pak. bombing

PESHAWAR

Pakistan ramy secur-

Beijing mabad's

lasest reglnnal -ny and
efitted

from bi blulons of dolhrs of

neers — plus their Pakistani

driver — were killed while
travelling between Islama-

u,  in  northwestern
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
x

ovince.

A high-ranking official
from the provincial inte-
rior ministry said on Wed-
nesday that at the more
than two-dozen sites host-

sued to all law enforce-

ent ses to enhance
security for Chinese na-
tionals and all other fo-
relgners.” he sald on condi-
tion of anonymity

Forced labour

il 0

.n\\\

.”” I

Activists from the animal rights group PETA, wearing prison uniforms and monkey masks, gather euu-se the Royal Thai Embiassy in Tokyo
pig-taded mac

on Wednesdy to protest against the Thai government forcing labour of end:

the coconut industry. 4=

India releases second
tranche of I500 crore
for Bhutan infra work

THIMPU

India has released the se-

cond tranche of 2500 crore

ment of infrastructure re-
lated to the GyalSung
Project.

This comes less than a

week after Prime Minister

Narendra Modi on March

23 concluded a fruitful

two-day state visit to Bhu-
tan.

Modis visit
During the visit, he assured
Thimphu of New Delhi's
firm support in its quest for
de\elopmem and agreed
rovide 10,000 crore to

ced to vide
Z10.000 crore to the
Himalavan nation

the Himalayan nation over
the next five years.
The second tranche was
handed over by Indla‘s Am-
ador t

Xar Dalela to Shutan's Mi-
nister of Foreign Affairs
and External Trade, Lyon-
po D N Dhn 1.

The frst tranche of
2500 crore was released
on January 28 earlier this
vear.

Xi meets U.S. business executives in an
attempt to attract foreign investment

BEUING

Chinese President Xi Jinp-
ing met with representa-
thee GEILE Ensineates on
W as  Beljing

seeks to attract forelgn In-
and

Economic th

ycars with the latest

target ed at 5%
TV showed

American business firms in
ce

the of a slowing
economy.
Omn:la]s are keen to

Mr. Xi chuckling as he ex-

tual r
between Beging and

bring in o kick-
start growth as they battle
a range of headv.'lnds In-
cluding a

Among the attendees

pertysector crisis, soaring
youth unemployment and
a global slowdown that is
hammering demand for
Chinese

Hosting the group of

ecutives at Beljing s Great

Hall of the People, state
cae

h
of U.S.
foreign  ministry

Also ll’l attendance was
Stephen  Schwarzman,

CEO of private equity giant
Bl

ackstone.
“Differences will always
exist, because people are
different, and even people

as well as between family
members,” he added.

Hiseory of frie tes
Xi said that ~the histo-
ry of China-U.S. relations is
a history of friendly ex-
changes between the two
peoples™.

respect, coexist in peace

and cooperate for win-win
results. China-US. rela-
tons will gec betters ac-
gording o a readout pu-
blished by Chinese
Forelgn ulmsn
Economic growth rates
in China have been trend-
ing downwards for years,
and Beijing this month set
an annual target of

neck rates that powered
the country’s meteoric rise
to prosperity.

The crucial China-U.S.
economic relationship has
also suffered as the two
powers clash on flashpoint
issues from

Myanmar Army behind Facebook
pages spewing hate speech: UN probe

GENEVA

Muslim minority, a UN
probe for on
Wednesday.

acebook has long been
accused of helping spread
vast amounts

speer:h against

bef
Sousands of them were
driven into neighbouring

and trade to human rights

the South China Sea.

ibject to 5 UN gona
tio:

Myanmar's junta chief Min Aung Hlaing sttends a ceremony to mark
country’s Dayin on are

ed” manner “spread
rial designed to instil fear
and hatred of the Rohingya
the investiga-
fresh report.
“It accomplished this by
Creating a clandestine net.
work ages on a social
Tedia S i the poten-
tial to reach millions.~

The HIMM's analysis
looked at content posted
on 43 Facebook pages bet-
ween July and December
2017
That report found that

the

pag-
es, of them with no

Mymmmar. OIMND - mayx outward affliation 1o the

social network failed to  there is clear evidenc military and including

for $150 billion, claiming
the

stem the hate speech di-

Myanmars military secres-
ly orchestrated the harte
speech campalgn.

The military had in a

some devoted to celebrity
news and popular culture,
“formed an Interconnect-

Now,
tions” Independent Investi-
gative for

ed network — the Military
—on =

A




BANGKOK ——

Thailan L\ower House passes
Bill on same-sex Eamage

AFP

Thailand parliament passed a same-sex marriage Bill in a landslide
on Wednesday, paving the way for the nation to become the first in
Southeast Asia to recognise marriage equality. The Bill, passed with
399 to 10 votes in the Lower House, must be approved by the
Senate and endorsed by the King before becoming law. AFp




Marital rights
same-sex couples
do not enjoy in India

B Government pensions and
medical benef]

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

m Claiming Ieave/travel allowance
for partner =

B Rightto pr/o’}erty or inheritance

B Joint adoption

W In case of separation, there is no
provision to seek maintenance by
the economically weaker partner

...............................................................................................

B Right to take emergency
medical deeisions
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Arguments from both sides

WHAT CENTRE SAID
amily issues gre far beyond
recognition and

registration of marriage

éetween persons belonging

to the same gender

® Living together as partners
and having sexual
relationship by same-sex
individuals is not comparable
with the Indian family unit
¢ concept of a hushand, a wife
and children which
necessAriv-prestppe
biofogical man as a
‘hushand, a biological
woman as a ‘wife’ and the
children born out of the
union between the two

PETITIONERS' RESPONSE

® The government'’s position is

curious given the (Hindu
Marriage) Act itself wined out
several recorded Hindu
traditions that existed prior to
codification. Whoever drafted
the response also seems clueless
about the 60-odd genders
recognised in Hindu historical
texts not to mention it has
failed to provide any textual
basis prohibiting the marriage
of these 60-odd genders.

® The progeny argument is
particularly ridiculous because it
implies any marriage shorn of
biological offspring is not a
marriage



W\

L 4
33 countries recognise
——————— o
Ssame-sex marriage

and civil unions

The Netherlan S
] the first,\n 2001

Momentum is growing
— 2022 has seen Chile,
Slovenia, Switzerland

andg Mexico Jom the

club T/

In November, the US
Senate passed a same-
sex marriage
protection
bill with
bipartisan

— 70% of Americans

now support sam
marriage

parliament
decriminalped sex
betweepfmen. its
on 377A grew
especially untenable
after Indian SC read
down Section 377

_It's a 21st century feeling

human rights of
same-sex families

1an country to
have legalised same-
sex marriage. Its
parliament approved
the landmark
decision in 2012
constitational court
struck down the Civil
Code's definition of
marriage as being only
between a man and a
woman in 2017




China to develop Sri Lanka’s

deep sea port and airport

Prime Minister Dinesh Gunawardena holds talks with his Chinese counterpart; Beijing is the

island nation’s biggest bilateral creditor and will ‘assist’ Colombo's restructuring of external debt

Agence France-Presse

COLOMBO

i ime Mi-
nister said otw Wed-
nesday that ina

ital’s airport after t
with his counterp

in

Prime Minister Dinesh
Gunawardena said China —
the island’s biggest bilater-
al creditor — would “assist”
Sri Lanka’s restructuring of
external debt, a key condi-
tiofT to maintaining a $2.9
billion IMF bailout. ~— —

el ion on
debt restructuring has not
been made public, but Sri
Lankan officials have said
China was reluctant to take
a haircut on its loans but

Timely ties: Sri Lanka Prime Minister Dinesh Gunawardena meets
Chinese President Xi Jinping in Bejjing on Wednesday. AFp

could extend the tenure
and adjust interest rates.
Sri Lanka in 2022 ran
out of foreign exchange to
finance essential imports
and declared a sovereign
default on its $46 billion fo-
reign debt. Months of prot-
ests forced then-President

Gotabaya Rajapaksa out of
office.
vIr. Gunawardena’s O
fice said Premier Li Qiang
had promised China would
“assist Sri Lanka’s debt res-
ructuring process contin-

Mr. Gunawardena said
Beijing had offered “assis-
tance to develop” Colom-
bo International Airport

sion
had be

Lankals sovereign
defaulf.
The southern sea port of

Hambantota was handed
to a Chinese state-owned
company in 2017 on a 99-
year lease for $1.12 billion.

India and the U.S. are
both concerned that a Chi-
ese foothold at Hamban-
tota, on the ’s south-
ern coast, could boost its
naval advantage in the In-
dian Ocean.
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DOUBLE CENTURY
Rohit plavs his 200th IPL match

SOLACE
Mumbai Indians’ spirited chase
earns it a record but not a win

NEW PEAKS
SRH registers highest total in IPL.

the e sees record egate

MAXIMUM OF MAXIMUMS
A record 38 sixes smashed in
Sunrisers-Mumbai Indians

in Mumbai Indians colours

= =3 Iy K DEEPAR, K DEEPAR
Sunrisers” 277 for three against Mumbsi Indians in Hydersbad on The 38 sixes recorded in the SAH-441 game & the highest for a T2
Wednesday i the highest in IPL history, eclipsing the 263 for five by match, the 37 emier

Royais Challengers Bangatore versus Pune Warriors in the 2013 Leaguc conkest in 2018 and in & Canbbean Premier Leagae fortare in

-~
MI's 246 Sor five, in pursuit of SRH's gargantuan 277 for three, i the Murmnbai indians” star batter and Sormer skipper Rohi
highest score in the IPL for » team & second (Task Varma Played hiz 200th match in the league for his franchize, when he took
top-scored with 64). The previous best was the 226 for six scored by 1o the field against Sunrisers Hyderabad, on Wednesdsy.

cGition. The match sggregate of 523 iz not only the biggestin an IPL | 2019, Sunrisers hammered 18 sixes while Mumbai Indians tonked RR against KXIP in Sharjsh in 2020 Unlike M1, RR was successful in cartier rted the now defunct Deccan Chargers between 2008
Earme, bt Sls0 i ren T30 (previous record: S17, SAwe W1, 2023). | 20, Abhishe and Kisssen ted the chart with scven cach. the thase on that oo 2010, playirg 45 matehes for the tes
Records g0 for a six as SRH outshines M1 in run fest
Hardik’s men stay in the hunt for a major part of the chase before losing steam and finishing at 246
wraz
HYDERARAD

rarvls Head played a

pe. a ins
struck the big blows — re-

Rohit and Tilak —
at crucial moments to
short-circuit Mumbai In-

with some
the end but Mumbai need-

0 put
e Badly as the bowling
looked ordinary, the ex-
ception being Jasprit Bum-
rah

nrisers sted  the
st total ‘of 277 for
e oL history, eclips-

to prefer Head to Marco
Jansen proved to be a great
oneasthe Australian open-
er, dropped on five at mid-

David off $ardik
Pand)-a T ires ball in the s

Unstoppable: Kiaasen, Abhizhek and Head tore the Mumbai Indians attack apart, hitting fours and sixes 3t will K= CEEPAX

cond over of the innings,
played some extravagant
strokes, especially treating
18-vear-old South African

left-arm pacer Kwena Ma-
phaka with disdain, pulling
him nonchalantly for two
huge sixes and straight
driving to the fence with
aplomb.

bou!hpaw Abhishek was

Abhishek was busy hit-
ting boundaries at will and
later the South African duo
of the classy Aiden Mark-
ram and the more bellige-
rene Klaasen joined hands
for an unbroken

stand of 6 off 55
balls to put the visitors to-
Glly on the defensive.

equal to
against both pac pace and spin
pulling pacer Gerald Coet-
== for a six and later hit-

Next assignment
SR March 31 vs GT
Anmecoood, 3.3 e

Piyush
Lhawla for three sixes in
his first

ML AprL 1 v RR
" %o o.m

scomresoarp
~

Fusens sums saveEnARAD
rayank Agarwal < David b Hardik
NS i3, 1ot Travieriend

CxETS
1-45 [Mayank, & 1 overs), 2113
Dl 7.5). 3261 fabbichekc

 mAl IDIANS BOWLING
Maphaka 4-0.66-0, Hardik

4-0-46-1. Bumeah 4-0-35-0,
Coetzee 4.0-57-1, Chawia
2-0-34-1. Mulani 2-0-33-0.
UMBAI INDIANS
Roh Sharma c Abhizhek &
Cummins 26 (125, L4, 3x6),

yer in
Place of Maphakal (not out) 15

1,
Total (For frve wikts.

ALL OF WICKETS

Samson’s RR determined to build on
momentum, Pant’s DC eyes first win

IAIPUR

Rajasthan Royals got most
things right on Sunday.

as Royals won by 20 runs
to open its IPL campaign
satisfactory note
L:iucknow Super

They will look to capieal-
ise on that when they take
on Delhi Capitals, which
should be keen to recover
from its disappointing
opening fixture, when the
two neighbouring franchis-
es face off on Thursday.
Capitals were beaten by

four wick-

Pant, who was returning to
cricket after his horrific car

2022. He made only 18 and
should be eager to play one
of his eye-catching knocks.

David

Mext stop: Royals players fime-tune the:
Capitals skipper Pant has 3 stint 3t the nets. SHA KUMWAR PUSHPRKAR

able spin duo of Kuldeep
Yadav and Axar Patel — is

Warner and Mitchell Marsh

to convert starts. The bow-

ling — featuring the formid-
o

by the arsival
of the South African quick
Anrich Nortje. But the Cap-
itals bowle: against

strongest batting
line-ups tour:
ment. from Samson,
they would be facing the
likes Burttler, Yashas-

of Jos
vi Jaiswal, Shimron Het-

myer and Dhruy Jurel.

There is variety in the
Royals attack, in the form
of Trent Boult, R. Ashwin,
Yuzvendra Chahal and
Sandeep Sharma.

t off well before Sea-
son 17 of the IPL started.

Parag celebrated his

up the order in

style, making a 29-ball 43.
Kumar s.

move
the press conference on
Wednesday.

“We looked at how Ri-

rate at the death.
T

son played a part in that
decision.”

ion
Delhi Capitals® director
Ga

back. the batting Is stron-
sasd.
it wwe bak well, we will

win a lot of matches be-
cause we have the bow-
ling”

Ruturaj’s bold calls should
hold CSK in good stead

Pace is ace: The speedsters, rather than spinners, delivered for CSK against Titans. S R RAGHUNATIAN

Sankar EE.

GT

CHENNAT

©One of the trademarks of a
typical Chennai Super

team, especially
while playing at its fortress,
S

wL

by 63 runs, with each of its
five medium pacers taking
at least one wicket.

Not a spinners” day
Ravindra Jadeja not being
to bowl his full

side
death-bowling
Matheesha Pathirana into
the bowl

ne-
place of spinner Maheesh
Theekshana for the fixture
against Gujarat Titans at
Chepauk on Tuesday.

acteristic move
CSK's uncharacteristic
move worked like magic,
on a pitch with a tinge of
green on it, as the five-time

create an made

Irhich also helped get the
best out of Desh-

pande who could finish his
spell (4-0-21-2)

look to

sides
Sut the best Playing X1~ he
added.

It is sull early days in
Ruturaj’s captaincy career
and the fact that he is not
averse to taking bold calls
to optimise

he

should hold him in good

stead.
Amx
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SRH registers highest total in IPL,
the game sees record aggregate

K.R. DEEPAK

Sunrisers for three against Mumbai Indians in Hyderabad on
Wednesday is the highest in IPL history, eclipsing the zwve by
Royals Challengers Bangalore versus Pune Warriors in the 2013
edition. The match aggregate of 523 is not only the biggestin an IPL
game, but also in men’s T20s (previous record: 517, SA vs. WI, 2023).
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Citing law, NGT
ejects SPG plea
o extend life of
3 PM vehicles

NIKHIL GHANEKAR
pes W DELHI MARCH 27

[rHE NATIONAL Green Tribunal
NGT) has rejected a prayer by
he Special Protection Group
SPC) to extend the regsstration
for ehiree diesel-run speciatised
Jarmoured venicles “needed for
he specific purpose of security
ot the Prime Miniszer—

n its order dated March 22
NGT, ipal bench of chaie—
rson  Justice  Prakash

rivastava and expest member
or A Senthil vel, which rejected
he SPG application. cited the
fSupreme Court's October 2018
Jorder that baned deset vehicles
Joicer than 10 years from pying
on the roads of Delhi NCR-

“We are conscious of the fact
tsax ehese three vehicles are spe-
rial purpose vehicles which are
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ARMH. DEL

.

UR.

KOLKATA, LUCKNOW. MUMBAI.

NAGPUR. PUNE

. VADODARA

Thelndian EXPRESS

JOURNALISM OF COURAGE

SINCE 1932

[THURSDAY. MARCH 28. 2024, NEW DELHL LATE CITY, 22 PAGES

ED REMAND ENDING, CM WILLBEIN DELHICOURT TODAY

No interim relief for Kejriwal, HC
grants ED time torespond to pleas

Arrestdisables him from active role,
level-playing field uneven: Singhvi

MALAVIKA PRASAD
NEW DELHI MARCH 27

th the asvest
Arvind Kejriwal in the Deihi ex-
cise policy case. the Delhi High
Court issued notice Weds
tothe Enforcement Directosate i
boeh the main matter and his plea
fioe interim relief seeking immedi-
ate release froe custody, listing it
onApril 3 for ~final disposal™.
Kegriwal's remand in ED cus-
tody ends Thursday when he

EXPRESS NETWORK

ED SUMMONS AAP'S
GOA CHIEF REACHES
IJAB TOO race 7

will be produced before the
Rouse Avenue Court_
The single-judge High Court
bench of Justice Swarana Kanta
Sharma. in its ceder. noted that
the prayer seeking Kejriwal's re—
lease in the main petition
col PAGE 2

Hours after summons, US
again flags due process in
Kejriwal, Congress cases

Germany dials down, underlines
cooperation, ‘atmosphere of trust’

e - o
SHUBHAJITROY =
NEW DELHL MARCH 27 = Drawinga
=
HOURS. R Inscli = @ red-line
a senior US diplomat oa
Wednesday and objecsed to the THE SUMMONING of

CONT n

EXPRESS NETWORK

ISADANAND DATE,
|26/11 HERO, IS NIA
ICHIEF race 7

State remarks on

Deihi Chiel Minister Arvind

Kejriwal's arrest. the US reiter-
that it “Sollows:

ated actions
clasely™ and “encourages fair,
transparent. timely legal
P .

ocesses™.
“We continue o follow these

Western dplomats —
both froen countries with

Lt Governor: Delhi govt
will not be run from jail

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHL MARCH 27

A DAY after the BJP complained
to him about Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal issuing direc-
tions o his minésters while be-
ing in the custody of the
Enforcement Directorate. Lt
Governor V K Saxena said
Wednesday that the Delhi gov-

T7.00 (78 BIHAR & RAIPUR. T12 SRINAGAR) WW W.INDIANEXPRESS COM

Lalit Kala Akademi
chief’s powers curbed
by Culture Ministry

Orders no appointment or financial
decision without consulting ministry

DIVYAA
NEW DELHI MARCH 27

INANunprecedented move, the
Ministry of Culture has curtailed
the powers of the Lalit Kala
Akademi {LKA) Chairman. V
Nagdas, basring him from taking
actions™ in-

Following Kejriwal’s arrest

cluding on matters related to
“appointment. recruitment.
transter, disciy ction and
financial decisions”™, without
consulting the ministry.
Nagdas (64). 3 painter and

ernment will not be run froen jal.
w3 ar

the Times Now Stemmit in New

last week by the ED in connec-
Delhi

= rmm Kerala

actions closely. the
con 2

was he post on
Niarch 13 125t year for & threes
year term.

When contacted by The
Indian Express. officials in the
ministry said the orders was sent

Chairman
VNagdas.,
appointed in
2023
for 3-yr term
N

~in view of certain decisions
by ~Nagdas

3 days before its
chief quit, CPR
got tax notice
for Rs 10.16-cr

SARIN
NEW DELHI. MARCH 27

year. the Centre for Policy
Reseasch (CPR). one of the coun-
try’s premier think tanks, has re-
ceived its first tax demand foe
Rs 1016 crore for the financial
Vear2022-23. The CPR has been
Shvenone moneh o pay this
This demand has been raised
based receipts

e e earlier
~complaint™ and also alleges non-
compliance ith the. inestry’s
~administrative directions™.
~As per right of the central
government mentioned in rule
To(1) of General Rules and
Regulations of LKA you are
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

of Rs 1925 crore and the CPR
now being treated as 0 AC (as-
sociation of persons ). The de-
notice was dispatched on
March 22.

On March 26. the CPR an-
nour its chief executive,
Yamini Aiyar. would szep down
Apeil 1 and senior fellows Srinkvas
Chokicakula would take over.

Details available with The
Indian Express show that the

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

With joining committees’ in districts,
BJP engineers a ‘Cong exodus’ in MP

ANA J

BHOPAL MARCH 27

= ——] FORMER
BHOPAL corpo-
rator  Sanjay
Varmaisa -

g

INSIDE
YOGI HITS THE TRAIL:
AFTER LORD RAM'S

HOLI IN AYODHYA,
MATHURA WAITS

DECISION| I ihe-weol BIP - ———
o028 Karyakarta. But M
th L MP BJP chief VD Sharmawith MLA JOIN BJP
spendshistime  newentranesfrom Congress PAGES
talking to C

he never
imagined would rupp-.-n in his
Hifetime.

Varma, dressed in a white
shirt and jeans. confidently
strides towards the Madhya

Pradesh BJP headquarters as jun-
ior party workers greet him. 1

leaders who want 1o join our
party_1am a member ]

corpoation for five years These
days Iget todecide the Congress

Jjosning and it is my
job to decide which Congress
CONTINUED ONPAGE 2

Tum kehte ho sab theek hai
Har saal kyun paper leak hai?

L

Vaada tha denge saalana 2 crore rozgaar
Yuva bhatak rahe berozgaar

Har-ghar cylinder keh kar
00 ka cylinder kiya 1100 paar

MERE VIKAS
KA DO HISAAB

Mitron ki 16 lakh crore loan maafi
Kisaanon ke saath kyun nainsafi?

Jab 73% sankhya hamari
Phir kvun kam hai hissedari?

HAATH

BADLEGA
HALAAT
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NREGA wages: Goa sees highest hike of

_— W4 per day, UP, Uttarakhand lowest at &7

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI,MARCH 27

THE CENTRE on Wednesday no-
tified new wage rates for unskilled
manual workers under the
Mahatma Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee Act
(MGNREGA), 2005 for the finan-
cial year 2024-2025, with Goa
seeing the maximum hike of
10.56% over the current wage rate,

and Uttar Pradesh and
Uttarakhand recording the low-
est raise of 3.04% each.

The new wage rates, notified
by the Ministry of Rural
Development under sub-section
(1) of section 6 of MGNREGA
2005, will become effective from
April 1,2024.

As per the notification, the
highest rate of NREGS wage (Rs
374 per day) has been fixed for
Haryana, while the lowest(Rs234
per day) has been fixed for
Arunachal Pradesh and Nagaland.

As far as the state-wise in-
crease over the current year (FY
2023-2024)is concerned, Goahas
seen the maximum hike of 10.56%
(Rs 34), taking the wage toRs 356

NEW WAGE RATES (t/DAY)
HIGHEST HIKE IN.—
State/UT | FY2023-24 | FY2024-25 | Increase
Goa 3322 <D
Karnataka 316 349 0d4%
Andhra Pradesh 272 = 3300 10.29%
Telangana 272 Z 3300 10.29%
Chhattisgarh 221 3243 9.95%
LOWEST HIKE IN...
State/UT Increase
Rajasthan 3255 66 431%
Kerala 3333 &346) | 3.90%
Lakshadweep 3304 315 3.62%

r Pradesh 3237 3.04%
[ gakakhand @ 3237 3.04%

per day for FY 2024-2025 against ~ rate of Rs 316 per day.

Rs322 perdayin the current fiscal.

In fact, three other states —
Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, and
Telangana — have also seen over
10% hike in the NREGS wages.

In Karnataka, the new NREGS
wage rate will be Rs 349 per day,
10.44% higher than the existing

For Andhra Pradesh and
Telangana, the NREGS wage rates
have been fixed at Rs 300 per day
for 2024-2025, which is 10.29%
higher as compared toRs 272 per
day during the current financial
year.Madhya Pradesh and
Chhattisgarh, which share the

/f,b

same wage rate under the NREGS,
have seen almost 10% hike — Rs
243 per day from the existing Rs
221.Uttar Pradesh and
Uttarakhand, which share t
same NREGA wage rate, haye
recorded the lowest hike at jlist
3.04% from existing Rs 230 to|Rs
237 per day. Eight other states
have seen a hike below 5%
Haryana, Assam, Manipur,
Arunachal, Nagaland, Rajasthan,
Kerala and Lakshadweep.

Overall, the wages have seen
anaverage increase of about 7% —
fromthe existing all-Indiaaverage
wage rate of Rs 267.32 per day to
Rs 285.47 per day for the financial
year 2024-25.The Central govern-
ment fixes state-wise wage rates
for NREGS workers under sub-
section (1) of section 6 of the
MGNREG Act, 2005. The NREGS
wage rates are fixed according to
changes in the CPI-AL(Consumer
Price Index- Agriculture Labor),
which reflects the increase in the
inflation in the rural areas.

Last week, the ministry had
sought the permission of the
Election Commission for notify-
ing the revised NREGA wages,
which the poll panel granted.
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ANONNADUTT
NEW DELHI, MARCH 27

THE GAP between the estimated
number and actual cases of tuber-
culosis (TB) is closing, according
to the India TB Report 2024 re-
leased by the Union Health min-
istryon Wednesday. Thisisanim-
portant marker as the “missing
cases” are assumed to not have re-
ceived treatment, continuing to
spread the infection to others.
There were only 2.3 lakh miss-
ing cases in 2023, as compared to
3.2lakh the yearbefore, the report
states. This gap hasbeenreducing
over the years, especially with the

G
India TB Report-2024: Missing cases shrinking; 95% got

TB CASES IN INDIA OVER THE YEARS

A

India TB Report 2020 | 2023 2024
Estimated TB cases @a@ ( 274 laE SES lal%% %
Number of cases reported 24.041akh 24.2 lakh ¢2551a
Reporting from private sector | 6.8 lakh 7.31akh @l_akh
% cases from private sector 28.20% 30% @
Estimated mortality 4.361akh 3.2lakh

&

government’s Ni-kshay portal
tracking all TB patients.
According to the report, the
majority of the TB cases are still re-
ported by the government health
centres,evenas there hasbeenan

uptick in notifications by the pri-
vate sector. Nearly 33% or 8.4 lakh
of the 25.5 lakh cases reported in
2023 came from the private sec-
tor. Tocompare, only 1.9lakh cases
were reported by the private sec-

torin2015, the year considered to
be the baseline by the programme
that is geared towards the elimi-
nation of the disease.

The estimated incidence of TB
in 2023 increased slightly to 27.8

lakh from the previous year’s esti-
mate of 274 lakh. The mortality
duetothe infectionremained the
same at 3.2 lakh as per the data.
These estimates are based on a
new methodology that India de-
veloped and has since been ac-
cepted by the World Health
Organisation.

Last year, when the in-coun-
try model was used to estimate
the number of cases and deaths
due to tuberculosis, there was a
sudden drop in the mortality fig-
ures seen in the global report re-
leased by the WHO. India’s TB
mortality dropped from 4.94
lakhsin2021 to 3.31 lakhsin 2022.
The number of cases reported in

ayear also went down from 29.4
lakh in 2021 as per the previous
method to 274 lakh in 2022, ac-
cording to the data.

The report shows that India
reached its 2023 target of initiat-
ing treatment in 95% of patients
diagnosed with the infection. It
says 58% of those diagnosed were
offered a test to check whether
theirinfection was resistant to the
first line drugs, an increase from
25%in2015.The programme rec-
ommends drug susceptibility
treatment to ensure that people
who may have drug resistant TB
areable to access e therapies from
the get goinstead of being treated
with thefirst-line therapy initially.



COUGH

THE HARSH

Tuberculosis is curable

and preventable but
India accounts for 25% of
the world’s cases. Every
year, India reports 15

lakh new cases

—
— Cough with
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\

A

Weakness

Weight loss

Night sweats

sputum and blood

"
/ Chest pain

Graphic: Kannan Sundar

WHAT IS
TUBERCULOSIS?
TB is an infectious,

airborne disease that
commonly affects the
lungs. It is caused by the
Mycobacterium
tuberculosis bacteria

-

3

£%

HOW DOES [TSPREAD?  —

- S

£%

Through the air — if an infected person coughs,
sneezes or speaks and others breathe in the air

PER 100,000 POPULATION

0-24
W 25-49
W50-149 g
W 150-299
W>300

No estimate

ESTIMATED NEW TB CASES (ALL FORMS)

of the world’s population has latent
TB, which means they have been
infected by the bacteria but are not ill
and cannot transmit the disease

PREVALENCE | STUDY FINDINGS

People registered

for treatmen (2011)

79 830 ratio in elderly

No. of TB patients 10,477 Incidence

among elderly &.J 7
biq.iveﬂ ebond Incidence in

Male-female 4 l other patients

(per 100,000 population)

0
259 [k

unlikely to

142 respond to

treatment

WHO IS AT RISK?

1)

/cnudren

(Source: WHO Global Tuberculosls Report 2012; Revised

Pedple with HIV )\‘\‘5(

2011; REACH)




INDIA'S BILATERAL TRADE WITH PAKISTAN

(in S million)

—
Financial Exports Imports | Total Increase Balance
Year —ftomIndia | toIndia Trade of Trade
2003 57.74 344.68 80% +229.2
2004705 94.97 616.02 78.72% +426.08
2003-06 179.56 868.79 41.03% +454.23
20 1,350.09 323.62 1,673.71 92.64% +1,026.47
2007-08 1,950.53 287.97 2,238.50 85.23% +1,662.56
2008-09 1,440 370.17 1,810.17 7.52% +1,179.83 5
20 157332 275.94 1,849.26 21% +1,297.38
201 332.52 2,372.05 28.27% +1,707.01
2011412 397.66 1,939.21 -18.25% +1,140.37
2012 541.87 2,606.66 34.42% *1.523
2013-1 426.88 5 3.62%
2014-15 497.31 2,354.49 -12.83% +T1,359.8
2015-16 44103 |(Zp12f6 | 1094% | +1730m
2016-17 45449 2,276.36 -12.86% +1367.38
2017-18 1,924.28 488.56 2,412.83 6% +1435.72
2018-19  1(2,066.56 ) I( 494.87) 1.69

561.44 6%

Source: Ministry of Commerce and Industry, Goverfiment of Ind

cJ




Police hero of 26/11 attack is nehief

MOHAMED THAVER
Mumbai, March 27

SADANAND DATE, THE 1990
batch IPS officer who took on
terrorists during the 26/11
Mumbai terror attacks,was on
Wednesday appointed as the
head of the National Investiga-
tion Agency (NIA).

Date, whose bravery and
presence of mind led to theres-
cue of ho??ages at the Cama
andAlblesS hospital forwomen
and children,is knownasano-
nonsense officer with a
squeaky-clean image. “The
26/11 attackremains the most
challenging event of my career,

and it will stay with
me life-long. I tried
to do whatever was
best to my ability,”
Date, who was later
awarded the Presi-
dent’s police medal
for gallantry, had
told The Indian
Express.

Date, currently

Sadanand Date s

that came up in
2020, Joint Commis-
sioner of Police, Law
and Order, and later
Joint Commissioner
of the Crime Branch
in Mumbai city.
Date,who holds a
doctorate from Pune
university, is also a

% Commissionerate

the chief of the anlIPSofficerof qualified cost and
Maharashtra Anti the 1990 batch management
Terrorism  Squad ——— accountant from
(ATS),has served in severalkey  ICAL

postings in the past, including
as the first Commissioner of
the newly formed Mira
Bhayandar Vasai Virar Police

Officers who have worked
with him recall Date as a
workaholic and a thorough
officer. A former colleague

from Date’s timewith the Eco-
nomic Offences Wing said
that since that particular
department included a lot of
case files that needed to be
read, Date would reach office
at 8.30 aminstead 0of 9.30 am
sothat through the day,he was
not occupied with reading the
case files and was available to
meet people.

“Since such a senior officer
would reach an hour earlier,all
officers had to ensure they
reached on time and were
thorough with the paperwork
as Data would go through
everythingwith atoothcomb,”
an officerrecalled.



Agency overview

Formed 2009 (15 years ago)!']
Employees 6492
Annual budget %200.53 crore
__—US$25 million)
(2023-24 est.)°!

Jurisdictional structure

Federal agency India

(Operations

jurisdiction)

Operations India

jurisdiction

Size _— 3,287,263 square

r~~  kilometres

(1,269,219 sq mi)

Population 1,428,627,663

Legal jurisdiction Indi

Governing

dy Ministry of Home Affai
Government of India

Constituting tional Investigati
instrument Agency Act, W

General nature Federal law enfercément
Operational structure

Headquarters CGO Complex
New Delhi, India

o 28.5884°N 77.2329°E

Elected officer Amit Shah, Minister of
responsible Home Affairs

Agency executive Shri Sadanand Date , IPS,

Director General



FRIDAY
Btarch 29, 2024

roLLOW US

INTERNATIONAL
DITION

20 Pages

Tomw e Ceeewee ® Serguan w  eeness e sesea e wems = =

“PRESSURE OM JUDICIARY"
PM targets Cong. over
lawyers’ letter to CJI

TALKS WITH U.S. RESCHEDULED
Israeli forces continue
bombardment in Gaza
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Parag turns it around
for RR against DC

Were donations linked
to regulatory action?
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Govt. extends
AFSPA in parts
of Arunachal

W DELI
The Union Ministry of Home

irs on Thursday extended
e Armed Forces {Speciat

Pawers) Act [AFSPA) in three

districts and areas falling

ble, said its
ter Denytro

mesting on Friday. » PAGE &

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

ndia’s eight core sec-

ers” production fell 9.5% to
record the sharpest con-
traction since May 2021
January’s Index of Gore
Industries (ICD was revised

record an uptick over Ja-
nuary’s production level
was cement (up 1.74%

nth in a row that output has taken a tumble

Core growth
The cutput prowin of India's <
nth high of 6.79% in

Pre-poll sp!
lifts fiscal de

~EW DELHI
Signailing = sharp rise in
spending shead of the fiscal
year-end, the Centre's fizcal
defick soared from 64% of the

ates in January to
#6.5% by the end of February.
The deficit hit ¥15 lakh crore in
the frst eleven months of
2023-24 » PAGE 13

fects as

o reflect a 4.1% rise, com-
pared with the es-
timate of 3.6%. but that re-

cond month in a row that

in
crude oil production grew
at an all-time high pace of
7.9% in February, although
that was aided by base ef-

output  had
4.9% In the same
month Last year.

ural gas output grew
11.3%, which was the high-
est in two years. The up-

ticks in Februa
marked a four-i Mlﬂl p&.k
for cement (10.2%), elec-
ricity (6.3%), and coal
QL6

1.6%%).
While steel production

growth eased slightly
8.4% in February, refinery

ag= of slightly over 40% in
the Index

of Industrial
duction (IP),
expect

Pro-
economists
rial output
growth to recover from the
3.8% uptick recorded in
i

ICRA chief economist
Aditi Nayar reckoned the

4% 1o 5%.
bruary reversed the declin-

ing trend seen in Decem-
ber and

pegged it in the range of

As both Union and State governments rush to meet
targets, infrastructure will stay at 6% in March too

2023-24 has been smart at

7.7%, con over the 6.8%

growth last year,” Mr. Sab-
vis said.

atings
and Research projected it
o rise 5%.

As both the Union and
State governments rushed
to meet their capex targets
in March, the core infras-
tru

Sunil Kumar Sinha and Pa-

A riot of colour

A veorkoer angamed In Soggiag sctieity 1s sBhoustind agalost the deanatic Bghts of the Grester Hydecatmd Municipe| Compomtions

Entomology Wing. ahead of the multimedia laser, water scr musical Sountain show. near Hussainsagar.

Soibam Rocky Sin
NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court on
Thursday rejected a peti-
tion seeking the removal of
Chief Minister Arvind Kejri

Acting Chief Justice han-
mohan and justice Man-
Mmeet B.S. Arora s

In his pettion, Surjit
Singh Yadav demanded
that the Union, Delhi go-
vernments and the Princi-
pal Secretary to the Lieute-
nant Governor be asked to
explain under what suth:
ority Mr. Kejriwal is sl
holding the post of Chief
Minkscer.

He contended that the
continuation of Mr. Kejri-
wal as the Chief Minister
would not only lead to dis-

ruption of law and order
but also lead to the break-
shorwrn af (ke conatientionsl

lent will act on it.
©Or the Goves will act
it. We will not act on i,” the

Provision _in
case of failure of constitu-
tional machinery) Is not to
be exercised by the high
court, it is to be exercised
by the Governor. The Go-

re may
difficulties. Even today we
matter where

Chief Secretary
told to placed A file before
the Chief Minister. We
don't know how it will op-
erate. what will happen.
But that is something else;
it added.

The plea argued that

el crgins upon

£0 CUSTODY EXTENDED
»PAGES

BEN,

h a major breakthrough in

Thgp Rameshwaram Café
case in Bengaluru the
Rational Investigation

Agency (NIA) on Thursday
mber had been

T

districe of Karnataka and

are wanted by securky
rror

Bengaluru cafe blast case: NIA
identifies bomber, arrests one

T—
=

sajor NlA fuas ientified the supect who planted

=
the IED at The Ramestvwaram Cafe a5 M

own, for

B
e dtio, 2811 o the
run, are also accused of be-
ing the masterminds of
Mangaluru Cooker Blast
case of November 2022
Meanwhile. NIA sleuths
have arrested one Muzza-
mil Shareef, a of

-exxendmg Iogis(h: support
o the other fed
aC(used In the case~ This

st arrest in the

This comes after NIA
teams raided 18 locations,

e
®

=savie Shazeeb Hussan

five places in Tamil Nadu
and one in Uttar Pradesh
on Wednesa

provised Explo-
sme Device (IED) was planl-
ed at The Rameshwara

Cafe, Brookfield, Bengahs
ru during lunchtime on
March 1. The explasion left

nine injured. It w;s{

Tamil Nadu, L
raided on Wednesday, to
appear before the agency
for questioning on Thurs-
day. Of them, they arrested
Muzzamil Shareef, sources
sasd.

re conducted
e houses

as well as the residential
premises and shops of oth-

er suspects,” NIA sasd.

Statement that the Naren.
dra Modi government was
£ ch:

recruitment to the armed
forces, if require.

ding to  the
scheme, 25% of the induc-
tees would get permanent
commission while others
would retire after four
vears of service.

Calling the scheme
“flawed and discriminato-
ry~. several Opposition
parties have asked the go-
vernment to scrap it and
revert to the old system of

recruitment.

Bone of contention: The Co
came to power, it would sc

niveer Scheme imposed on

lakhs of pariotic youth by
the Modi men:
longer woxklng First the
vernment s-
roved fhe future of lakhs
of our youth,
Clections, it has calked
about accepting the ! Raws

etwee: an,
2033, Tiowever, thelr i

duction could not take

in the
’
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Rahul takes a dig at
Union govt. over
MGNREGS wage hike

o
vised wages
workers, which has gone
up by 3% to 10.5% for va-
rious States, including a &7

hike for workers in Uttar
Pradesh.
In a post on X, Mr. Gand-
~Congr:

such a huge amount ofemo:

He said the the govern-
ment could spend 700
crore on a “Thank You Mo-

wage of every worker to
2400 per day.

Congress ral secre-
tary and former Rural De-
velopment Minister Jairam
Ramesh questioned the re-
vision coming at a time

Rahul Gandhe

when the Model Code of
Conduct is in force. The
Union government had ta-
ken approval from the EC
before making the announ-

rates would be applicable
from April 1.

ED’s mission is to finish ofF AAP,
Arvind Kejriwal tells Delhi court

Central &

named in the alleged excise

NEW DELHI

he Enforcement Di-
rectorate’s mission

Minister Arvind Kejriwal
told a court in New Delhi
on Thursday.

The court extended his

produced in court, he said
he did not wish to oppose
the ED's request for further

Special Judge Kaveri Ba-
weja Rous:

ed a four-day extension.

cv's custody of Delhi C M mnded till

in the excize policy caze on T

Mr. Kejriwal was arrested
by the agency on March 21
laundering

had
missions, the first of which
was to finish off the AAP.
“ED ka mission kewal aur

M Arvind Kejriwal comes out after appearing before the court
3. SUSHL %LMAR VERMA

mujhe fasana tha
{ED’s only mission was to

tmplicate mel],” said the
AAP's national convener.

“Extortion racket”
Alleging that the ED was
runni rtion rack-
et in the name of its investi-
gation, Mr. Kejriwal point-
ed out that a firm named in
the alleged excise policy
scam had donated money
to the ruling BJP. after

which #ts owners managed

255 crore to the
BJP. 1 have proof that it's an
extortion racket,” he said_
Questioning his arrest,
the Delhi CM claimed that

personally arguing his case. Kejriwal puinted out that a firm
donated money to the BJP, after which its owners

to secure bail

that he had given som
documents w AAP 1oader
nish S Kejri-

Kejriwal arrest
‘unacceptable’

NEW DELHI

The External Affairs Minis-

dlent to implicate me in the
case?™ Mr. Ke)nwzl sked.
Another witness named
by the ED had g given seven
statements, in six of which
h:

by the d in the ad not been
case. = Jrere three mentioned. “in the se
statements, bus ED on-  venth statement, he bri

o
Iy produced lhose stace
ments

Which 1 am named. W \\h)’?
There are

counts.
In the weekly press
briefing, Ministry spokes-
person Randhir -al re-
minded that the modern

b budo | statms dxe “expacted m he

© the
Delhi CM said. ty_and ln(ernzl affairs of
o Mr. Kejri- | others— recent re-

which 1 am not naxned
Why were they not pro-
duced in the court?” Mr.
Kejriwal  said,
whether a sitting Chief Mi-
nister could be arrested
sty can Vi biat

statements few
accused mmed-approvers.

“msufficient evidence®
He also questioned the
ED's allegations that C. Ara-
vind had told the agency

. the ED’s counsel, Ad-
ditional Solicitor General
SV Raju, said that he was
Eiving evastve replies dur.

nd

ment
Any such external fmputa-
tion on our eleﬂora.l and

was refusing to share the
passwords of his accounts
w-m the agency. He added
AAP chief was pla,-mg
w© u-.e gallery by artacking
the andl aintained
that the agency has mate-
rial to show that he had de-
2100 crore.

Modi targets Congress over lawyers’ letter to CJI; Kharge hits back

NEW DELHL

Pxime Minister Narendra
ted the Congr

ago,

nent lawyers wrote to Chief

Justice of India (D DY

Chandrachud  about
~vested I.nlexexl grnup u—y

Miniszer,
dent Mal

Congress presi-

tohold a
ause
of “interference~ from the

mment._
“To browbear and bully
others Is vintage Congress
culture. 5 decades ago self
they had called for a “com-
mitted ;udlcsary — they

ing to pus n the
Tnian JudeclaTy B Cotru:
tion cases  involving
politicians.
The letter by the group
of lawyers, however, didn't
tink any political party to
“vested terest
smup
Responding to the Prime

et from othvers For thetr
selfish interests

from any commitment to-
wards the nation. No won-
der 140 crore Indians are
rejecting them,” Mr. Modi
said in a post on X on

sday.
The Prime Minister's

fa-

ut some groups
trying to put pressure on
and defame courts.

“These tactics are da-
maging to our courts and

our
bric” the lawyers drawn
from across the cuunrry
saidd in the

Tough
“The letter said the CJI's lea-
dership is crucial in these

and not maintain a digni-
fied silence

The ;@umlies to the
letter targeted a section of
lawyers without
them and alleged that they
defend politicians by day
and then try to influence
Judges through the media

racy™. One of these judges
was nominated

1o the Rajya
Sabha by govern-
ment_So, who truly desires

ited judiciary'?~

a ‘commit

he asked.
The Congress chief also
the Bhara-

In his statement, Mr.
advised Mr. Modi to

Kharge
refrain from c

ommenting
on the judiciary. ~You fail
to ac during
your regime,

es felt compelled to hold an
unprecedented press con-

warning _against
the - of Democ-

X, “The PM's brazenness in
on:hu:mung and coordi-
on the ju

iclary, in the name of de.

vered body blows o him in
recent weeks. The Electo-
ral Bonds Scheme is but

sh also shared
a post from supmme

legal com-
pletely unaocep(able_ Inin-
al p

Tar cimos: eapecially
democracies, should have
Do dificulty in appreciar-
ing this fact,” he said.

Official summoned
The mMinistry had
ned Gloria Bes

meet at the South Bloc
‘Wednesday to convey the
protest officially.

Earlier this month, the
MEA had responded to the
remarks of the U.S. State

partment on caa
md_described |

em as
ush- unwar-

s carseted Ar. Sabve,n | ramtede washmgmn on
senatory to the lester. Wednesdxy that the
s to fotlows

Salve i very | the Cemral sovernments

hard to stop the exposé of

bribery extortion de-

calls of Hlectoral Bonds.
now 600

are
ing thar Modi tweets in sup-
port_of this letter!™ Mr.
Bhushan said in his post.

had
taken note of Mr. Kejriwal's
arrest.

Mukhear Arsars

Mukhtar

Ansari, jailed
er and

politician, dies

LUCKNOW

Jailed gangster-turned-pol-
ftician Mukhtar Ansari
died of cardiac arrest on
Thursday within hours af-
ter Be was rushed o the
Rani Durgawati Medical
Conege n Uttar pradesh's
Banda distric
On March 26 too, Ansari
had been admitted to a
hospital after he com-
plained of abdominal pain.
He was later discharged,
with his family alleging of
him being -~poisoned” in
Jail.
A five-time former MM

as
hing in jail since
Fle wicids thfluence in the
Ghazipur-Mau-Varanasi re-
glon of eastern Uttar Pra-
desh, allegedly through a
criminal syndicate, and
has been involved in rival.
Iy with other strongmen of

Int_he last 18 months, he
had been convicted in se-
ven cases by the courts.

cne

Govt. extends AFSPA

per the notification,
the AFSPA has been ex-
tended in the whole of
eight districts and 21 police
stations in five other dis-
tricts of Nagaland. In Aru-
nachal Pradesh, it has bee
extended in three districts

withdrawn earlier”, will be
eﬁecm»e in Dimapur, Niu-
Chumoukedima,

s of Nagaland,
achal Pradesh

Phek and Peren districts

Longche:
police stations in Mokok-
chung district; Yanglok
police station in Longleng
districe; Bhandari, Cham-
pang and Ralan police sta-
tions in Wokha district;
and Ghatashi, Pughoboto,
Satakha, Surubuto, Zunhe-
boto and Aghunato police
stations in Zunheboto dis-
erict.

The AFSPA has been ex-
© in Tirap, Changlang
and districts in
Arunachal and the areas
falling within the jurisdic-
tion of Namsai, Mahadev-
pur and e
stations in Namsai district
along the Assam border for
another six months.

Heads bowed

Devotees attend a mass prayer on the eve of Geod Friday at Kurg Church, in Patna on Thursday. an

Manipur govt. order
declaring Easter as
working day revoked

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

A Manipur government or-
der declaring March 31,
which is er Sunday, a
working day for all public

offices in the conflict-rid-
den State ignited public
outrage on Thursday, fol-
Jowing which the govern-
ment was forced to modify
the ordier and clarify that
both Good Friday and East-
er Sunday would remain

offices in the

According to the 2o11
Census, 41.2% of Manipur’s
Population s Chriscian.
The move drew sharp
reactions from the Sche-
duled Tribes in the State,
Kuki-Zo

HC dismisses Congress’s pleas against tax review motions

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court on
Thursday rejected the Con-
ar

years 2017 to 2021 by tax

authorities.  The High
Court said the pleas were
dismissed in terms of its
gaslier decision refusing to

itiation  of

ed that the

proceedings for years 2014-
15 to 2016-17. While reject-
ing the plea. the HC said

with ¢
of reassessment for anoth-

On March 22, the HC

“ap-
collated sub-
stantial and concrete evi-

hosen to approach
this Court only a few days
before the time for comple-
tion of assessment would
Expire and

=
fag end of the

nce further
serutiny™.
The HC also comment-

In the previous plea, the
Congress party had con-

tended that action under
Section 153 C

Calities in the ongoing eth-
nic con:

of income of any other per-
son) of Income Tax Act
ed

201617 v-‘ould he
ba"edbylllnl!

Many called it another
attempt to target them by a
an vern-
ment. Christian  rights

Congress leader Shashi
Tharoor reacted to the or-

The move had drawn
sharp reactions from

sspecially the
Kuki-Zo communi

der, saying, “Itis surprising
and w has come
I the ahormath of a devas.
tating year in Manipur
where violence
happened~
Spreading falseh 2

Soon afterwards, BJP MPs
such as Prakash Javadekar
and party leaders such as
Kerala unit president K- Su-
rendran posted statements

ties” Mr. Michael said, ad-
ding thar the UCF's hel-
pline for anti-Christian
violence had recorded 731
violent

Christians

helpline started function-

ingm

Amx



Govt. extends AFSPA
in parts of Nagaland,
Arunachal Pradesh

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Union Ministry of
Home Affairs (MHA) on
Thursday —extended the
Armed Forces (Special
Powers) Act (AFSPA) in
partS of Nagaland and Aru-
ndchaiPradesh for another
six months.

S per the notification,
the AFSPA has been ex-
tended in the whole of
eight districts and 21 police
stations firfive other dis-
trictsof Nagaland. In Aru-
nachal Pradesh, it has been
extended in three districts
and areas falling under the
jurisdiction of three police
stations in Namsai district.

In Nagaland, the notifi-
cation issued under Sec-
tion 3 of the AFSPA for a
period of six months with
effect from April 1, “unless
withdrawn earlier”, will be
effective in Dimapur, Niu-
land, Chumoukedima,

Mon, Kiphire, Noklak,
Phek and Peren districts
and in Khuzama, Kohima
North, Kohima South, Zub-
za and Kezocha police sta-
tions in Kohima district;
Mangkolemba, Mokok-
chung-I, Longtho, Tuli,
Longchem and Anaki ‘C’
police stations in Mokok-
chung district; Yanglok
police station in Longleng
district; Bhandari, Cham-
pang and Ralan police sta-
tions in Wokha district;
and Ghatashi, Pughoboto,
Satakha, Suruhuto, Zunhe-
boto and Aghunato police
stations in Zunheboto dis-
trict.

The AFSPA has been ex-
tended in Tirap, Changlang
and Longding districts in
Arunachal and the areas
falling within the jurisdic-
tion of Namsai, Mahadev-
pur and Chowkham police
stations in Namsai district
along the Assam border for
another six months.
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India should lead the way on
peace process: Ukraine FM

-tive on the Russia-Ukraine conflict: hopes

Friday, March 29, 2024
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UGC proposes NET
for PhD admissions;
students slam move

-

Sacked IPS officer Sanjiv Bhatt
gets 20-vear jail in 1996 case

Aore than two decades

after the incident, a

sessions court in Gujarat's Palanpur on Thursday

to frame a lawyer. The sentencing was

pronounced on

Thursday, a day after the court
found Bhatt guilty of Enls:;y knplicsting

in 1996, that

ed lawyer

police had et drugs from a hotel room in

a hotel at his behest to frame the Lawyer.

Mahua Moitra skips ED
summons in FEMA case

'rinamool Congress leader Mahua Mo#tra on
11mrsday did not appear before the mmemm

to record her

connection with an inquiry under *he Foreign

Exchange Management Act (F]

MAY. Ms. Moitra

urnm.
Darshan Hiranandani to record their statements

This

is the third time she was

FEMA
summoned by the

Enforcement Directorate, but she has not yet

joined the

ry citing prior

engagement. On

March 23, the Lemal Bureau of Investigation had

ed s

and Krishnanagar

conduct
after registering an al.leged corruption case.

NEW DELHI

kraine hopes that
India will join a

the table, Foreign Minister
Dmytro said _on
Thursday, ahead of a bilat-
eral meeting with External
Affairs Minister S. Jaishan-
kar on Friday.

Kulebas trip, the

high-level v

technical assis-
tance

For peace: Ukraine Foreign Minister Drmytro Kuleba (second from

right] pays homage 3t the Raj

Xuleba had earlier been
deeply critical of India's
purchase: Russian oil,
while the Modi gowvern.
ment has not sent any Mi-
nister to Kylv since the war
began. it aleo did not rvite
v

iEhat in New Delhs on Thursday. 71

spective of the war in In-
dia. I do belleve in the ca-
pacity of India to lead, it is
global leader.
wants to lead it must [take
the iniative] that others
he

would foll cv\l"

destroyed facilities in the
count

Mr. Kuleba arrived in
Delhi in the morning. He
visited the Rajghat and
paid homage to Mahatma

Gandhi. He s due to meet
Mr Jalshankar for 2 bilacer-
al meet will
meet Depury Nallonal Se-
nian Minister indicates a

shift in both New Delhi and
Kyiv's positions — as Mr.

dymyr Zelenskyy Rt
dress the G20 in 2023, as
Kyiv had requested.

Mr. Kuleba said that Uk-
raine believed that there
was a “change in the per-
spective- in Indias posi.
tion on war now, and
hoped that India would
play a more proactive role
in resclving the conflict
thro the Ukraine-in-

peace

“I am here because we
see a change in the per-

Trom The Hindu during a
discussion organised by
the Dolht based Commcll for
Strategic and Defence Re-

influence with Russia,

for support in engaging Russia IQLWKlolhel.lliefursumrnn!.llkammdlobeheldmjunc

Sources confirmed that
move: ne has
formally invited India to
participate in the confe-
rence, ected to be hel
in

the invitation.

a marking system
in e Natonal Eligibility
Test (NET) and taking a
step towards en the
entrance tions
gomdncted by unbreratien

NET in
percentile song with marks for
o PRD

ing acade

20242025, the unh.usm-s
in the country

opportunity to utilise NE“I‘

sligible to be appointed as
and on-

centile along with marks

to

ammes, replac-
ing the need for separate
entrance tests conducted

by a to
wtilise the marks for admis-
sion to PhD. Students who
qualify for NET and PhD

70%

Thursday, the
fairs Ministry
son said India’s position on

peace  iitiatives  was
DS ear- but did not commit
aresponse to the invitation
itselr.

“We continue to encour-

and higher education insti-
tusons GHEL).
vGC Manis!

Joshi said i o , pablic otee
sent to all HEIs that the
UGC had constituted an
expert committee to re-
view of NET and

ame

of
conﬂi:( thro dia-

the conference.

based on i

get
weightage for test scores
2nd 30% weightage for in-

s for admission to

nd
for PhD

s
tions the UGC on
March 13 that the NET
score could be used for
PhD admissions. He said
NET candidates will be de-
clared eligible in three ca-

NET a compulsory
criteria for PhD across the
Sountry in a institu.
tions, is likely to see the re-
moval of university level

tests for PhD,” the

such as
to PhD with Junior
search Fellowship URE),

Students Federation of In-
dia (SFD) sald.

Advisory boards have to consider if
detention is needed in eyes of law: SC

Krishnadas
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court has
held that ad\'lsory boards
under draconian
tive detention laws should
not behave like mere “rub-
ber-stamping authorities™
for the government, but
act as safety wvalves that
stand veen the capri-
ous use of power by the
state and the right to per-
sonal liberty.
“An advisory board
st consider whelher the

boards consisting of per-
sons qua.llﬁed to be High
Coun

e
Justice Pardiwala, who

formality, but a
Carcful measure o cnsure
l.ha( a detention order of
he government was put to
Tobisss scruting:
These boards, under the
various laws,

just in e eyes of the de-
taining authority but

in the eyes of law,” a three.
judge Bench of Chief Jus-
tice of India DY. Chandra-
chud, J.B. Pardiwala, and
AManoj Misra in

recent ju
Arcicl

detention was justified.
me = s froe the

sl filed by a naan ordered
by the Telangana police to

be detained it

tras of his victims in broad
daylsght.

Public order
Justice Pardiwala said it

appellant was a threat to
ic o

Justice Pardiwala disein-

gulshed berween -public
‘L

the community or the pu-
blic at large or even the

country.
S Public order is the sven

extent of the reach.” the
court noted.

“Inability on the part of
the State’s police machin-

be an excuse Kt invoke the

Households across the world waste
1 billion meals a day, says UN report

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELH

Households  across
globe wasted over one bil-
lion meals a day in 2022,
even as 783 million people

of humanity faced

.0s
tonnes of food waste gen-

12%." the report i
The report stressed the

importance of expanding
and strengthening data in-

to meet Sustainable Deve-
lopment Go:l u__s of halv-
ing food by 2030,
partiomarty In retail and.
food . AL

Decalling the Hnk bet-
ween
mate

enly four G20 countries
wustrall Japan, U K-.

usa and. the E

fon hove food waste ast

mates for

the aviation sector — and

progress to 2030.

Contrary to popular per-
ception, waste was
not a “rich country pro-

by taking up the equivalenc
Imost third of the

orlds aEriculural Tande

It estimated the toll of both

economy
wrillion.
her trend

at s

Sapita

00 wase per capita in

detention.” he Fours sasd.
the or-

erated
parts), amounting to 132 ki-
per capita and al-

der. Justice Pardiwala said
none of the Fiks againse
the appellant nam

one-ifth of all food
vatlable onsumers.

w©
SOt of the toal food wast-

frastructure to enable the
and of

food waste. pointing out

tems for tracking progress

due to higher consumption
of fresh foods with sub-
stantial inedible pares and
old
Shainos e report noted.

by the data was that com-

of food scraps to pecs,
livestock, and home com-

14135
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Good Friday and Easter

Good Friday is a sombre commemoration of the day Jesus

Christ the saviour was crucified. He was crowned
thos

with

Openingin starboard on Hectors bange is)
nfamnous

by Omani maid, & making 3 ists of reading the gospel, the

Friday cons! ion
» sdoration of the croms and holy commmnion.
. tion is commemorated: Lord Jesus
akes away the
sine of the world. The ssmurance of the divine covenant,
% the certitude and promise of the 1 of God
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Tion of Easter comes from the second century. Venerable
Bede propounded the view that Easter was desived from
n Goddess of spring and fertility.
The Cotneil of Mcaca decreod i 329 AD that Easter be ob:
servedon the first Sunday. following the first full moon, af-

ter Spring Equin,

In 1955, the Koman Catholic Church set the time for
Easter vigil at Easter mass at midnight. In Roman Catholic
tradition, the vigil has four parts: the celebration of lights
focused on paschal candle, the service of light, liturgy of
the word and liturgy of the Eucharist.
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UGC proposes NET

for PhD admissions;

students slam move

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Bringing a marking system
in the National Eligibility
Test (NET) and taking a
step towards ending the
entrance examinations
conducted by universities
for PhD programmes, the
University Grants Commis-
sion (UGC) has decided to
make the NET as “one na-
tional entrance test” for
PhD admissions.

UGC Chairman M. Jaga-
desh Kumar said on Thurs-
day that from the upcom-
ing academic session of
2024-2025, the universities
in the country will have the
opportunity to utilise NET
scores for admissions to
PhD programmes, replac-
ing the need for separate
entrance tests conducted
by individual universities
and higher education insti-
tutions (HEISs).

UGC Secretary Manish
Joshi said in a public notice
sent to all HEIs that the
UGC had constituted an
expert committee to re-
view provisions of NET and
based on its recommenda-
tions the UGC decided on
March 13 that the NET
score could be used for
PhD admissions. He said
NET candidates will be de-
clared eligible in three ca-
tegories, such as admission
to PhD with Junior Re-
search Fellowship (JRF),

percentile along with marks for
admission to PhD programmes.

eligible to be appointed as
Assistant Professor and on-
ly for PhD programmes.

Professor Joshi added in
the notice that the NET re-
sult will be declared in per-
centile along with marks
obtained by a candidate to
utilise the marks for admis-
sion to PhD. Students who
qualify for NET and PhD
eligibility will get 70%
weightage for test scores
and 30% weightage for in-
terview for admission to
PhD programmes.

The students’ organisa-
tions, however, said the
notice was exclusionary
and made NET mandatory
for PhD admissions. “This
centralised mandate of
making NET a compulsory
criteria for PhD across the
country in all the institu-
tions, is likely to see the re-
moval of university level
entrance tests for PhD,” the
Students Federation of In-
dia (SFI) said.




Households across the world waste

1 billion meals a day, says UN report cr £

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Households across the
globe wasted over one bil-
lion meals a day in 2022,
even as 783 million people
struggled with hunger and
a third of humanity faced
food insecurity, according
to the Food Waste Index
Report 2024, a study joint-
ly authiored by the United
Nations Environment Pro-
gramme —(UNEP) and
WRAP (Waste and Resourc-
es Action Programme), a
U.K.-based non-profit.

The report, released
ahead of the International
Day of Zero Waste (March
30), noted that in 2022,
there were 1.05 billion
tonnes of food waste gen-
erated (including inedible
parts), amounting to 132 ki-
lograms per capita and al-
most one-fifth of all food
available to consumers.
“Out of the total food wast-

Rural areas generally wasted
less food, the report said.

ed in 2022, 60% happened
at the house el,
with food services respon-
sible for 28%, and retail
12%,” the report observed.
The report stressed the
importance of expanding
and strengthening data in-
frastructure to enable the
tracking and monitoring of
food waste, pointing out
that “many low- and mid-
dle-income countries con-
tinue to lack adequate sys-
tems for tracking progress

to meet Sustainable Deve-
lopment Goal 12.3 of halv-
ing food waste by 2030,
particularly in retail and
food services”. At present,
only four G-20 countries
(Australia, Japan, UK.,
U.S.) and the European Un-
ion have food waste esti-
mates suitable for tracking
progress to 2030.

Contrary to popular per-
ception, food waste was
not a “rich country pro-
blem”, the report stated,
with observed average le-
vels of household food
waste for high-income, up-
per-middle, and lower-
middle-income countries
differing by just 7 kg per
capita. “Hotter countries
appear to generate more
food waste per capita in
households, potentially
due to higher consumption
of fresh foods with sub-
stantial inedible parts and
a lack of robust cold
chains,” the report noted.

Detailing the link bet-
ween food waste and cli-
mate change, the report
found that food loss and
waste generated “8%-10%
of annual global green-
house gas (GHG) emissions
— almost five times that of
the aviation sector — and
significant biodiversity loss
by taking up the equivalent
of almost a third of the
world’s agricultural land”,
It estimated the toll of bo
food loss and waste on th
global economy at $1
trillion.

Another trend revealed
by the data was that com-
pared to urban areas, rural
ones generally wasted less
food, due to “greater diver-
sion of food scraps to pets,
livestock, and home com-
posting”. The report urged
governments to “raise cli-
mate ambition by integrat-
ing food loss and waste” in-
to their Nationally Deter-
mined Contributions.
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ICJ says Israel must ‘ensure urgent
humanitarian assistance’ in Gaza

REUTERS

-~

The intemational Court of Justice on Thursday ordered lsrasl to
in Gaza without detay,

Saying “famine has et ™. The ICJ also said “lsrsel shatt . take all

mecessary res to ensure. without dela:

provisicn . of urgertly

“',as- INGTON
eenage girl among four persons

TAIFERD

U.S. congressional team pledges

kllled in stabbing spree in Illinois

-~

Fowr Farkons, Inchiding & Semams SA iers Rld and s kst Bve
after 3 man on a stabbing spree at multiple addresses.

i Mllincis in the U.S. The stabbugs took place on Wedneday

afterncecn, Rockford police ssid, adding that 3 22 year-old suspect

was taken into custody. A motive has not been estabizhed. AFP

defence support for Taiwan
> E S=E

Russian milit

t crashes into

sea off Crimea. says Governor

. . ion pledged
Support for Taran, days after the Congress.

mistany pl

in mistary aid for the seif-governed island. The Congress had earier
the Cr

Coreeror oh e ity of

spproved $400 milion
influence in the regicn, a= part of its Defense Appropristions Act. A%

aid.
f Rusesia's Black Sea flect, sits on the
Crimea, the Ukrainian peninsula annexed by

scuthern
Moscow in 2014, AP

Bombing continues in Gaza as U.S.
says Israelis ready to restart talks

Israels forces said thev struck (.kr s of milita

grdes and  bom-
bardmen:
od the Gaza Stip

amd tensions between the
et military said it

nels: meeti

between Israeli and American officials
has so far ki!.led at least 32552 Palestinians, most of them women and children

MANILA
since backtracked. White
House The

Ka-
rine i said Israel | said on Thursday that his

Seeking shelter: A boy pushes 3 young girl in > wheeichair past 3

destroyed building in Gaza Gty

des!h toll, dlre food shor-

period.

e U_S. critcism of 1s-
raeli Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu has mount-

Gaza's far-southern city
ed over Gaza's civilian

s crowded with displaced

on Thursday. ArP

civilians and world leaders
warned against a Ra-
fah offensive.

The UN reported late on
Wednesday that famine “is
ever closer to becoming a
reality in northern Gaza.”

resolution. allowing it to

pass.
Israel's government has

had agreed “to reschedule
the meeting dedicated to
Rafah~.

US. officials say
plan to present lsracl e
alternative

Sea, saylns “Filipinos do
not yiel
l-en:llnnnd Marcos Jr. did
cails

Hospital coping with the
Sronded and e dead.
ael’s retaliac

paign has Willed at Jeast
people. most of

thém women and children,

according to Gaza's Health

Ministry.

cive, ager

rous attacks by agents of
the China coast guard and
Chinese maritime militia

Ferdinand Marcos Jr.
“We seek no conflict

with any nation,” Mr. Mar-
e on X, formerly
said the

Marcos™ rning &s
the lates: sign of the eoca:

Philippines leader warns of
countermeasures as China
steps up aggression in sea

1y Week — one of the most

re! Py in
the largely Roman Catholic
nation.

Saturday’s incident
In the latest hostilities on
Saturday. ﬂlﬂ Chh)e:e
coast guard used

cannons that injured sever

lating
China and the Philippines
in the contested waters.
China and the Philip-
pines, as well as Vietnam,

al navy crew-
men and heavily damaged
ﬂ\el.r wooden supply boat

ar the dispured Second
Thomas sho:

China sends glacier
water from Tibet to
climate-hit Maldives

ce France Presse
MALE

China has sent more than a

ay,
gift from the world's high-
to a low-Iy-

Maldives has decided to
utilise the water to provide
to islands in

case of water shortage.” it

The United Nations In-
Panel on
arcc)

Climate
warnes

the Himalayas are melting
faster than ever due to cli-
mate

change.
The Maldives Foreign

Bogged down in Kabul

A burga-ciad woman in Afghanistan carrying a plastic bag over her head while walking slong = street in Kabul on Wednesday. 455

plants to supply the local

A fire at the water purifi-

supplies for almost a week,
causing panic.

Both india and regional
rival China
produce  drinking water
until the desalination plant
ove Maldives fixed
Forelgn Ministry said in a
statement.

Iuxury tourism, the Mal-

Sri Lanka jails firebrand Buddhist monk
for fanning hatred agalnst Muslims

enjoyed powerful political
ties, has been in jail.
Political ties

In 2018, be was sentenced
to six years for ntimi,

the wife of a mi: car-
toonist and contempt of

Sam Bankman-Fried
gets 25 years for FTX
cryptocurrency fraud

Reut
NEW YORK

Sam Bankman-Fried was

the former bill
derkind’s
downfall.

US. District

ony.
1y found Bankman Friad,
32, guilty on November 2
on seven fraud and conspi-
racy counts stemming
from FTX's 2022 collapse

Sam Barkman-Fried

an ultra-wealthy entrepre-

o date in a crac)
ities on malfea-
ency
kman-Fried
to appeal his
conviction and sentence.
Mr. Kaplan said he had
found that FTX customers
lost $8 billion, FTX's equity
investors lost $1.7 billion,
S i e s i Al
arch hedge

in wi e
called one of the biggest fi-
nancial frauds u.s.
history.
“He knew it was wrong.”
Mr. Kaplan said of Bank-
man-Fried before handing
down

lost S1.3 billion.

“The defendant's asser-
tion that FTX customers
and creditors will be paid
in full is misleading. it is
loguny na\md itis specu-

“water

The Ministry rejected alle-
social media
that the tmported water

strateg-

lims by making disparag-
abour Islam

Ahipping rowut
Rew Dethi considers the

indian Ocean archipelago

to be within its sphere of

influence but the

has ed into the orbit of

China — its largest external

22016 preas conference.

ing his sentence.~

The Cofombe High Court ruled that Galagodastte Gnanasara made
disparaging remarks about Islam at 3 2016 press conference. AFP

Gnanasara has been ac-

g2
to ensure religious

oy
At the time, opposition

ot ot e ;au s
shire, acknowledged dur-
20

ing

to the judge duu FTX cus-
tomers had suffered and
he offered an apology to
his former FTX

marked

country, where
10% of the 22 million peo-  that Gnanasara, who once

f Bank-

= s as
“the definition of irony™.

he & o than S-1/4 years would be
man-Fried’s plunge from  approp:

Amx
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am Bankman-Fried

cryptocurrency fraud
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Reuters
NEW YORK

Sam Bankman-Fried was
sentenced to 25 years in
prison by a judge on Thurs-
day for stealing $8 billion
from customers of the
now-bankrupt FTX crypto-
currency exchange he
founded, the last step in

the former billionaire wun-
derkind’s dramatic
downfall.

U.S. District Judge Lewis
Kaplan handed down the
sentence at a Manhattan
court hearing after reject-
ing Bankman-Fried’s claim
that FTX customers did not
actually lose money and
accusing him of lying dur-
ing his trial testimony. A ju-
ry found Bankman-Fried,
32, guilty on November 2
on seven fraud and conspi-
racy counts stemming
from FTX’s 2022 collapse
in what prosecutors have
called one of the biggest fi-
nancial frauds in U.S.

Sam Bankman-Fried

an ultra-wealthy entrepre-
neur and major political
donor to the biggest trophy
to date in a crackdown by
U.S. authorities on malfea-
sance in cryptocurrency
markets. Bankman-Fried
has vowed to appeal his
conviction and sentence.

Mr. Kaplan said he had
found that FTX customers
lost $8 billion, FTX’s equity
investors lost $1.7 billion,
and that lenders to the Ala-
meda Research hedge fund
Bankman-Fried founded
lost $1.3 billion.

“The defendant’s asser-

_~_
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Ex-IPS officer
Sanjiv Bhatt
gets 20 yrs jail
in drug case

Currently
serving life

SINCE 1932

¥7.00 (78 BIHAR & RAIPUR, 112

DELHI EXCISE POLICY CASE: REMAND IN CUSTODY EXTENDED UNTIL APRIL1

In his defence in court, Kejriwal cites
poll bond payments to BJP by approver

ED trying to create
smokescreen to
crush AAP and
extort, says CM

NIRBHAY THAKUR
NEW DELHLMARCH 28

CHIEF  MINISTER  Arvind

screen to crush the AAP, and to

acustodial
death case
=

SOHINIGHOSH
AHMEDABAD, MARCH 28

A SESSIONS coust in Gujarar's

kantha district Thursday
sentenced former IPS officer
Sanjiv Bhatt to 20 years in jail in
2 1996 case relating to planting
of drugs to frame a Rajasthan-
based

Produced before the Rouse

Kejriwal argued his own case
ol the judge he was

0 join the iestigat
The ED sought

Delhi Chief

Courtin

Thursday. Amit Mcirs RELATEDREPORTS PAGE 4

www.

Mukhtar Ansari,
jailed UP gangster
and politician, dies

of cardiac arrest
Two days ago, brother quoted him
alleging threat to life; Ansari was
convicted in 8 cases in last 2 years

ASAD REHMAN
LUCKNOW. MARCH28
JAILED GANGSTER-TURNED-
uikheas Ansari died

Thurscay night after be sulfered
a cardia o Ba
i Uttar Pradests

Convicted in eight cases in
the last two years. 63-year-old
Ansar

stituency in eastern UP. he was a

The 5-time
MLA from
Mau had 65
cases lodged
against him
-

On Tuesday morming. Ansasi
was admitted to the Banda
Medical College after be com-

of abdominal pain. His
family members had alleged
that Ansars said he was being

cases against bam in different po-
e staaions o UP sl DeAL

Banda

l\led-(.ll College. where Ansari

. s3id he complained

He was returned to the
prison Tuesday evening after
doctors said his condition had
impr.
u.smoamum;u\s.nwno

seven more days but the court

granted only four days —the re-
mand will end April

Making his bmission,

Kejriwal targeted the BJP-

(PSaath Chandsa

Reddy. director of Aurobindo

Lawyer. in s 700-page oe-
dex, the coust,
Tx Wedr: the for-

mer police am(e' misused his
i

approver in the case) con-
Eributed Rs 55 crore to the B He
<pisbad The money i

Kejriwal names Maguntas
in court, father & son busy
campaigning for BJP ally

of Bhast in 3 criminal case. He i

s clear!
also askrﬂ that the ele«oul

orentina 1990 Jamnagar cus-

Shiow that Ra 55 croe was do-

upheld by the Gujarat High

Reading four statements of
i s and who

JANYALA
& NIRBHAY THAKUR
HYDERABAD.NEW DELHI,
MARCH28

AWAY FROM the national capé-
T wi

that the two jail terms will run

mentioned his name. Kejriwal
Said he was not the ED

e case
against Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal is playing out. two key
P

hisson R.\gtl.wz Magunta Reddy
fos BP

ally Telugu Desam Party (TDP).
Wit the former expected to et
aticket from Andhra Pradesh's
intact.coe of

the .\ppvvvels hased whase

Discussion on Central rule
option gathers pace, BJP
points to crisis in Capital

NEW DELHL MARCH 28

ASTHEBgPrumed up the heaton

posc vestilens's milala et
would of ~potitical
has

vendecwar
Joane thit discasatony around

ars2s pen.
“Ateamaf nine doctors gave
him immediat
tance. Despite best e ettocts. he
died due o cardiac arvest.” the
medical col
Following his et police

medx.\pelsons Tuesday. he
medical college has formed a

told me that he has been given

arthe Banda Medical College and
prohibitory orders were im-
acras: state to main-

food .

It
days a0 too. In this condstion, at
1}

the hospitalin

iy members were expected to
1 Late Thursclay night.

Banda can't pvovnﬂe proper
treatment, then he's!

2 the highest levels.
Sources said the Centre and
fice of Dethi v

Directorace has butlt its case
against Kejriwal and the Aam

“1am ready in the excise  Aadmi Party.
20-ye: after  wojon “hesaid  policy case — MP The ED.
the end of 2
Bhatt was held guilty of
ITINUED ON PAGE 2

PM attacks ‘vintage
Cong culture to bully’
judiciary, Kharge hits
back with ‘your sins’

ANANTHAKRISHNAN G
NEW DELHI, MARCH 28

HOURS AFTER a group of
Liwsyers wrose to Chief justice of
India D Y Chandrachud —

tures of around 600 Law
expressing their “dee;
cern” over a “vested interest
Sroup” tryng o

S

P 3]
dicary-and -defame” courts.

Prieme M r Narendra Modi

Thursday cited i t stack the  senior-most Supreme Court
sayingit  judges =

is “vintage Cc Ine” to

“Deowt: and -

Ina post on X, Modi, .nsos..u
agress:

Democracy™. That happersed un-
der your regime. One of the
es was nominated by your

I see zeal for change:

i Delti
it Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal still in Enlo((eu\eul
his arrest, and AAP minister
Atishi saying any move to im-

outside his paternal house in
Mohammadabad in Ghazipur
where peopie began gathering
s deatd

K
of ~governance-related chal-
lenges” being faced.

Thursday. Saxena wrote
O CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Ex-judge hits Bengal road

as neta amid conch shells, ﬂowers and selfies

Faces controversy over remark that
‘death knell’ sounded for Mamata

SANTANU CHOWDHURY
TAMLUK (PURBAMEDINIPUR),
MARCH28

THE LOK Sabha election in
Tamiuk constituency in Purba
Medinipur district_is
months away (May 25). but on
Wednesday, as BJP candidate
Abhijit Gangopadiyay

offer peayers at a Kali Mandir in

resigned. Jmma
anid goe 2

2

Detractors

he didn't want
for a crowd.
The former Calcutta High

EXPRESS NETWORK

has
ing for this © tion for lon;
= 2.

Afzal is the sitting MP from
Ghazipar, elected in 20190n the
BSP symbol. In the upcoming

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

8 months after he
joined NDA, CBI
files closure in case
against Praful Patel

DEEPTIMAN TIWARY Was Civil
NEW/ DELHILMARCH 28 Aviation
Minister

EXGHT MONTHS after NCPleader | during the
Prafid Patel, along with Ajit Pawar merger
and other party leaders, joined
the NDA, the CBI has filed a clo-
Airtnes. rcase.

s Union stage for
Civil Aviation Minister during B claas At

the merger, was among the key
suspects in the case and had
been questioned by the CBI and

5,000 Indians in Cambodia, forced
into cyber scams; MHA takes note

Earlier this month, the
Affairs (MHA)

are trapped there. Data shows

1n May 2019, ED had toid a

THE CBI's closure report
& related 1o the Srst FIR
sccepeed. it will put

is a deas friend of middleman

other three FIRs and the
in the

cilitated dispersal of peofit-mak-
ing Air

merger case. It may pave
oy

Patel’s exon-

his
“proximity to the minister and
Inclia.

méne the ED case as well

The CBI closure report was
filed by the agency on March 19
in the court of Special judge

Rouse Avenue Court.
Peasiian Kuma has

Rswcon-

sidering the CBl sul
I e Lase year Pagel had ac-

ing in Patna along with NCP
supremo  SI Pawar.

mitted judiciary” — they shame-  Govt to the Rajya Sabha. So who MANRAL beld a meeting with officials of  cyber fraud originating in
lessly w: from  wantsa NEW DELHIMARCH 28 the Ministry of External Affairs  Cambodia)in India in the Listsix
others for their selfish interests “You forget thatyour ey (MEA). Ministry of months.” 3d, adi
but desist from any commit-  has fielded a former HCjudgein  DERA KAR SEVA OVER pped  and Ink i that entral
ment towards the nation. No  West Bergal for e brent oy CHIEF SHOT DEAD in Cambodia, where they are al-  (Meity). the Indian Cyber Crime s s0 £
wonder e Wiy was this IN UTTARAKHAN egedly being held against their  Goordination Centre (14C) and  agents were trapping people.
jecting them. il up ty
Eongmss president Kharge said institution after ENGALURU CAFE frauds on, backbome.The  a suamgy 0 rescue the Indians  part of the councr
o “is being ‘ullied” by BL‘STi NIA MAKES government estimates that the  trapped inC. themtoC.
Prime Manister with 2 post on X: FIRST sdisters have ai duped e Apraaof heirmeeting  of cats entry Jobs befoce ln-ung
PAGES S, 9 people of at least Rs SO0 crose in was Lo discuss the organised  them o carry out cyber f:
Endtia over h o

“You are taliing about Judsciary.
You get thac 4

Ting the blame on the Congress
2

Unlbcking innovation: How AIIMS irsrnur't”u'ring

novations are part of an incuba-

NEW DELHI MARCH 28

nstinuses of Technology (ITT5 L the
country’s premser medical nsti-
cute b

However, the very nexs month
the party wa

start-ups

UNDER INCUBATION

WA stem cell based formulation for
wounds.

WAn antimicrobial air filtzation

WHATIF 2 powdes
stem celis could heal your acci-

products and soft-

mDigital microscope for scanming bi-

Fo7Orawea:
fizhe mild COVID-19 with self-
dosing protocols? Or a micro
monssoring device could prevent
heart failure?

ractical. As part of this

effort, AUMS will share its huge
dlinical and biological resousces
bheip

- Wearable devie for mikd to

moderate Covidinfection thatleadsto  Dr K K Verma. head of dermatology department at

Ajit Pawar and six other leaders
of the party. including Chhagan
Bt ar i oenec che N The
At Pawas factaon of the NCP is
noW part of the Eknath Shinde
government in Maharashtra
With Ajit Pawas as Deputy CM.
The case pertains to Al-IA
to form National
Corpoeation of India Ltd
(NACIL) which leased a high
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

from lab to market

T Some of the current peojects  to Dr Madhusudan  Bhat,
Currently. 10 such projects  are by clini- By D at
e under way at the AIIMS  cal trials. are await-  CMVEE

Incubator P thar's nd
headed by Dr Alok Thalarofthe  Central Drugs Standard Control — programene acwoss s OTS. ICUS

Centre for Medical Innovations  Organisation (CDSCO). Indix's  and OPDs

and (CMIE)  regulatoey products. “We

Neck Sur,

omn.uyngnmgy B tiead and
Surger

armed k22081 andie being run
in joént collaboration with the

AIIMS Delhi has established
32

Jhajjar's National Cancer
Institute (NCI). nearty 50 km

them an idea of how 3 hospstal
works and what are the £aps.
thatcan be addressed by chisin-
novation,” he says.

Assistance Council (BIRACL set
r

away

up by

Fpsper EERO- R == <o

tored by AIIMS faculty mem-
r5.” said Dr Thakar. According

o o chatisun-
der At AIMS ad-
dresses a common concern:
tloss. Manmeet Kalra and
PAGE2,




[.ok Sabha
candidates can
officially spend

p—

LOK SABHA EXPENDITURE
LIMIT FOR CANDIDATES

B Spending cap (% lakh)
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ANJISHNUDAS
NEW DELHI, MARCH 28

AMONG  THE Election
Commission’s (EC) key respon-
sibilities is monitoring poll ex-
penditure, both by parties and
individual candidates.

While there is no cap on how
much parties can spend, candi-
dates are limited to Rs 95 lakh
for Lok Sabha constituencies and
Rs 40 lakh for Assembly seats. In
some smaller states and Union
Territories, the cap is Rs 75 lakh
and Rs 28 lakh for the Lok Sabha
and Assemblies, respectively.

The spending limits have in-
creased over the years, includ-
ing from 2019, when these were
Rs 70 lakh for Lok Sabha candi-
dates and Rs 28 lakh for
Assembly contenders.

The expenditure limit refers
to the amount a candidate is al-
lowed to legally spend on elec-
tion campaigning. The EC fre-
quently revises the spending
limit, largely based on cost fac-
tors and the increasing number
of voters. The last time the cap
was revised was in 2022. In the

first general election in 1951-52,
Lok Sabha candidates were al-
lowed to spend a maximum of Rs
25,000, and just Rs 10,000 in
some Northeastern states. The
limits weren’t changed until
1971, when the spending cap w. ‘
raised to Rs 35,000 for mgst p [ /b
states.In 1980, the cap wasraised) y ”
toRs1lakh. In 1984, it was rais '
toRs 1.5 lakh in some states and
Rs 1.3 lakh in some smaller states.
For states with one to two Lok
Sabhaseats,thecapwentonlyas
highasRs 1 lakh, withsome UTs
like Chandigarhrestrictedtojust |
Rs 50,000. |
The next change came in
1996, the post-liberalisation
election, when the limit for most
states was raised three-fold toRs
4.5 lakh, with variations depend-
ing on UT status and number of
seats. In the next election, in
1998, the spending cap was
raised to Rs 15 lakh. t
After more thanadecade,in
2004, it was againraised toRs 25
lakh. The limit went unchanged
until 2014, when it was more
than doubled to Rs 70 lakh.
FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com




©® XIAOMI TAKES AIM AT TESLA IN CHINA'S EV MARKET
= =

Xiaomi founder Lei Jun introduces the SU7, a sporty four-door sedan, during a launch event in
Beijing, on Thursday. Xiaomi, a well-known maker of smart consumer electronics in China, is joining
the country's booming but crowded market for electric cars. AP



Gulaal Gota,"




* In Jaipur, Rajasthan, the age-old
tradition of celebrating Holi
continues. This celebration
involves the practice of "Gulaal

Gota," a unique tradition dating
back around 400 years.




* Raw Materials and Artisan Community:
 Lac, the primary raw material for Gulaal Gota, is sourced from
Chhattisgarh and Jharkhand.

« Gulaal Gotas are made by Muslim lac makers, known as Manihaars, in
Jaipur, who learned lac-making from Hindu lac makers in Bagru, a

town near Jaipuir.



« Historical Significance and Economic Aspects:

» Established in @y Sawai Jai Singh I, Jaipur, known for its vibrant
culture, dedicat ane at the Tripoliya Bazaar to the Manihaar community.

« Named "Manihaaron ka Raasta," this lane remains a hub for selling lac
bangles, jewellery, and Gulaal Gota, preserving the city's artistic legacy to
this day.

* In the past, kings would ride through the city on elephant backs on Holi and
toss Gulaal Gotas to the public, and the erstwhile royal family ordered Gulaal
Gota at its palace for the festival.




India's Foreign
Direct
Investment
Trends




T4

The Finance Ministry has released a comprehensive review
shedding light on India's foreign direct investment (FDI)
landscape, revealing both declines_ and hopeful prospects.

—

India's net FDI inflows dropped by aImos@o USD 25.5 billion
over the first ten months of 2023-24.



_—

» Overall global FDI flows rose b@o an estimated USD 1.4
trillion in 2023, but flows to developing countries fell by 9% due
to economic uncertainty and higher interest rates. S

» While a modest increase in global FDI flows is anticipated in
2024, significant risks remain, including geopolitical tensions,
high debt levels, and global economic uncertainties




« Around 65% of India’s FDI equity inflows were observed in

services, drugs-and pharmaceuticals, construction
(infrastructure activities), and non-conventional energy sectors.

 The Netherlands, Singapore, Japan, the USA, and
Mauritius accounted?or approximately 70% of the total FDI equity
inflows into India.



http://drishtiias.com/images/uploads/1711625855_FDI_FPI.png
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Foreign Direct Investme

> About:
® Investment made by foreign gntities/individuals in businesses and
assets located in a differerfggtountry

>) FDI Routes:
m Automatic Route:

4 No prior government approval required
4 Up to 100% allowed in non-critical sectors

® Government Approval:

# Necessary in certain sectors or for investments
above specific thresholds

¢ Administered by Department for Promotion of Industry
and Internal Trade (DPIIT) and RBI

Examples of Approval via Auto and Govt Route:

m Banking (Private sector): up to 49% (auto) + above
49% and up to 74% (Govt)

m Defence: up to 74% (auto) + above 74% (Govt)

m Healthcare (Brownfield): up to 74% (auto) + above 74% (Govt)
m Telecom Services: up to 49% (auto) + above 49% (Govt)
Foreign Investment Promotion Board (FIPB):

m Comes under Ministry of Finance

m Responsible for processing FDI proposals - facilitated by
Foreign Investment Facilitation Portal (FIFP)

m Making recommendations for Government approval

India’s Top 5 FDI Sources (FY 2022-23):
® Mauritius

m Singapore

u USA

® Netherland

® Japan

India’s Top Sectors Attracting FDI (FY 2022-23):
m Services Sector

m Computer Software & Hardware

m Trading

m Telecommunications

®m Automobile Industry

vestments made by foreign individuals, institutions,
or funds in financial assets
m Known as Fly by Night or Hot Money

®) Imp Features:
® Purchase of financial assets occur without gaining ownership
m Passive investment approach
® Investors earn returns through dividends, interest, and
capital appreciation
® Example:
m Stocks, Bonds etc.
) Regulatory Body:

m Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI)

Difference between FDI and FPI

Features

o
Nature of Investm,{t

Long-term \

/ —
Aort—term ‘)‘

Objective \

Long-term presence
ina foreign country

Earning quick returns
on investments

Control

M
invested entity)

Investments in

Tangible assets (e.g.,
factories, buildings)

Financial assets (e.g.,
stocks, bonds)

Returns Profits, Dividends, and Dividends, Interest, and
Capital appreciation Capital appreciation
Policy Regulations Govt policies and sector Flexible regulations

Impact on Economy

-specific regulations

Job creation, technology
transfer, and economic
growth

and easier entry/exit

Short-term liquidity
and impact on stock
market performance




T+0 Settlement
Cycle ( or Same
Day Settlement)



* The Indian Stock Market recently
introduced the T+0 settlement
cycle, marking a significant shift
from the existing T+1 settlement
cycle.




* The trades involving shares are settled on the same day they occur in the T+0 system. It
means shares are transferred to the buyer’s account and funds are deposited in the
seller’s account on the same day of the trade.

e |tis a departure from the current T+1 cycle, where trades are settled by the next
day.

* About the T+0 Settlement Cycle:

* The T+0 settlement will be optional for 25 stocks a
executed between 9:15 a.m>and 1:30 p.m.

—_—

will be applicable only for trades




Phased Implementation:

The T+0 settlement cycle will be executed in two
phases.

e First Phase: Trades executed up to 1:30 pm will be considered
for settlement, which must be completed by 4:30 pm.

e Second Phase: It extends trading time till 3:30 pm,
discontinuing the first phase.



Black Carbon



At the COP26 climate talks in Glasgow in November 2021, India
pledged to achieve net-zero emissions by 2070. positioning itself
as a frontrunner in the race to carbon neutrality.

Black carbon is the dark, sooty material emitted alongside other
pollutants when biomass and fossil fuels are not fully
combusted.

It contributes to global warming and poses severe risks.

Studies have found a direct link between exposure to black
carbon and a higher risk of heart disease, birth complications,
and premature death.




Most black carbon emissions in India arise from burning
biomass, such as cow dung or straw, in traditional cook stoves.

According to a 2016 study, the residential sector contributes
47% of India’s total black carbon emissions.

According to the Ministry of New and Renewable Energy, India
had installed a renewable energy capacity of over 180 GW by
2023 and is expected to meet its target of 500 GW by 2030.




_Blue = Carbon stored in ocean plants and sediments.
_+ Green — Carbon stored in terrestrial plants.

 Green carbon reflects the carbon sg%uestered by land ecosystems and

incorporates carbon in soils and within biomass such as trees in forests.

- Brown — Carbon released by incomplete combustion of organic
——matter.

» It coexists with black carbon when released into the atmosphere.
« It also changes the solar absorption pattern and the nature of clouds.

/)Red — Carbon released through biological particles on snow and ice
that reduce albedo.

_=Gray — Carbon released through industrial emissions.
(35 Carbon stored in freshwater and wetland environments.
~Purple = Carbon captured through the air or industrial emissions.
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SOFTWARE ENGINEERING CYBER SECURITY PROFESSIONAL
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DATA SCIENCE PROFESSIONAL
CERTIFICATION via singapore Academy

Data Science Course

Software Engineering Course Cyber Security Course

Skill24 Skill24

CERTIFICATION vic singoro, LET'S START TO LEARN SALESFORCE 'l LET'S START TO LEARN SALESFORCE

Salesforce Admin Course Salesforce LWC Course

Blockchain Course
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