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NEW DEL

The Foreign Minister of

Ukraine, Demytro said

on Monday that supporting

Ukraine’s cause transiates into
i sde:

United Nations calls for ceasefire
in Gaza during month of Rammzan

freedom and independence
The Minister al=o announced n
2 recorded video message that
e will be viszing Indks this
week. » PAGH

fighting in Gaza. calling for
uring the Mus-

i holy month of Ramezan

in a vote that drew an im-

Ex-BJP MLA to
take on Speaker
Birla for Cong.

~EW DELHI
Former BIP MLA Prahiad
Gunjat, who recently joined the
Congress, wil take

Lok Sabha Speaker O Birla in
Rajasthan's Kota, a5 the party
announced its sixth list of
cancidates on Monday. With

visit to ceasetire
ton by a high-level delega-
demanded the release of
hostages taken captive
during Hamas' October 7
pass  surprise attack in southern
ng the  Isr

without condstion! sel. But the measure

ceasefire on the release of  does not link that demand

hostages held by H. > to the ceasefire during
e resolution d Ramesn. which. ends: on

14-0 after the U.S. decided  April 9.

not to use its veto power 'lhe lsraell

s the US. of retreating from a “principled Sitis

The vote comes after Russia and China vetoed > U.S.-sponsored
on Friday. arp.

v
have sought shelter
m the war.

.S. reasoning
White House national se-
3o

sent  White

and instead abstained on re
House omélals with plans

the resolution, which also

curity hn Kir-
by said the U.S. had been
“consistent™ i its support

; Israel Prime

‘b," Pt

vote to pass

for a ceasefire as part of a

not
= Mr. Kir-

by said.
The vote comes after

next month, the cease-fire
demand would last for just

two  weeks, the
draft says the m
fghting should lead ~to &
permanent  sustainable
cease-fire

Monday's  resolution.
put forward by the 10

B e oAl sacmbets,
was backed by Russia and
China and the 22-nation
Arab Group at the UN.

ia's UN Ambassa-

Monday could hu
dations to halt hostilites
by the U.S., Egypt and Qa-
tar, raising the possibility
of another veto, this time
by the Americans.

More than 32,000 Pales-
tinians in Gaza have been
killed during the fighting,
according to the Gaza
Health Ministry.

Ramzan ends

n cease-fire will lead

o parnass et sustalo
apparently
< recuest of the US.

VAN

Fourteen priests were in-

“Fourteen priests suf-
fered burns. Some are be-
ing reated In the district
hospital here, while eight
have. sought treatment in
Indore. magisterial

14 injured in fire at
Mahakal Temple in
Madhya Pradesh

a
Madirya Pradesh Chief Minister Mohan Yadav visits people ingured in
2 fire that broke out in the Mahakal Temple on Monday. 7T

probe has been ordered in-
r. Stngh

1
“The fire started as

said.

every possible
help to the victims under
the supervision of the state
government.”

Lee Hsien Loong. Foregn
Minister Vivian Balskrishnan,
2nd other Ministers and
discussed ways 1o further the
bitsteral tiex. and the situation
in the Indo-Pacific and West
regions. » PAGE &

moscow
Rus=a has ordered four men
accumed of killing at least 137

Rapture and relief

Run of joy= Students of the Government Model Boys High School i
day of the Class 10 examinations on Monday. <. SUSE S eamMAR

Kollsm, Kerala sprint cut of the examination hall in ecstasy on the final

Sriram Lalshman
LONDON

The European Union, on
wnched probes

the latest instance of

than €1.84 million (USD 2
billion) for

EU probe into tech giants
for ‘violation” of new law
may trigger hefty fines

Under lens

¥ihat do the EU probes r

= The probes will examine

yehether the companies violat-
= the Digital Mar *

<o, they.
Tiood up o 103 of thek glabal

n for Alphabet, Apple and Meta

Google

Thierry Breton at a press
n B

Tve Dehaviour 1 the e

The will in-
vestigate whether these
are

ket for the
music apps. e

Will Sangh Parivar renounce ‘Bharat Mata Ki J.

#Qz

Fief Minister Pinarayi Vayan with CPMN) <=msa=e=s ata
puram on Monday. SAl

MALAPPURAM

Kerala Chief Minister Pina-
rayi Vijayan has challenged

Tt Samgh Barivar fol.
s are not aware of
that. Will they be ready to
rencunce that slogan be-
cause it was by
Auslim?” the (:hlef Mh\ls»
ter said while addressing a
rally against the Citizen-
shi Amendment Act
(CAA) organised by the CP1
M) here on Mon .
lah Khan, who
cne
<

was a strategist in the first

motheriand when he used
the slogan -Madar-e-wa-
tan, Bharar ki Jai~ in 1857.

‘Second-class citizens”
The Chief Minister sald
that the Rasheriya Sws
sevak Sangh (RSS) was fo-
cusing on Muslims with the
objective of turning them
into second-class citizens.
“The Sangh Parivar views

mlly against the CAAIn

“insincere attitude” to-

Muslims as a y  wards the anti-CAA prot-
that should be driven away  ests.
from the country. are Congress had main-

devising many things in or-
der to achieve that goal.”
he said.

Mz Vijayan also lashed
out at the Congre

when protests were fuming
against the CAA, he sal
The Chief Minister sald

ess for its  that s leader Rahul

ER HUSSAIN
Gandhi had gone abroad at

t-cAA
ity.” he said_ Annse Raja, V.

Left Democratic Front can-
didates In Wayanad, Ma-

ai’: Pinarayi

U.S. Department of Justice
filed a case

keeping prices high in the

In a letter sent to the
Chief Election Co
alle;

sione: thataral
Iy taken owt by the CPKM)
at Malappuram on Monday
was with the intention of
instilling fear and hatred tn
Muslim community, es-
ped;\ny during Ramzan_

The DAMA fnlly came in-

services are
used by some 450 million
EU users. The DMA had de-
signared six ‘gatekeepers’

pp manufacturers from
directly communicating
and contracting with end-

users and thereby restrict-
iser cholce.

Question of choice

The third probe is about

whether Apple allows its

ing~ practices, the EUs
comper: < ioner
Margrethe Vest. . as

ager said,
she explained the provi-
sions along with internal
market commisstoner

in September last year: Ak users of making fully
habet, Appl informed choices, Ms Ves-
s):enam:e ovners of ik tager said. Apple also did
Tok). Meta and Microsoft not make several of its
Two of the five an-  apps, such as ‘Photos’ un-
and p us-
were about Alphabet and  ers fr. i th
Apple’s alleged ~anti-steer- ukt e Cloud, as

Fault status G
requ.red by the DMA,

,\pp sakd it was “confi-
dent” s plan

capabils-

tion,” an Apple spokesper-
son told The Hindu via
email_

The fourth investigation
what

ers have to pay if they want
to use Facebook and Insta-
gram without targeted ad-
vertising.

“But the DMA is very

The afth inquiry is inwo
whether Alphabet (Goo-

Breton specifically |
Google shopping,

Flights, and Google prov vy

possibly benefitting from

preferential treatment.

Pl
with the DMA.
~Te

ams across Apple

The is
scheduled to be completed
within 12 months.
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Understanding what the right ro equality promises

o P
and support for it have o o
ke: his case. This is an.
‘Court o

v aspect of o
SEpOTTUNRY for
fundamentally reshape not just
the citizenship law, but also the
ey in which It judges alleged
violations of th
Einraniee aT eaualiy

sific:
Court asks whether there is a clear
way to differentiate members of
one class from another, and then

with the test given abowve — it
applied o persecuted minarities
who had fled o ndia from

Aditya Plhalnikar

8 ReseRrch FeRom
at the Widhi Centre for

empres
persan,

are

The Court has
an opportunity
o st not

wihere the problem Hes.
The classification test 1s a

Judicial import from the U.S.

‘dating back to 1950, 1t has since

been crystallised,

developed, and critqued to the

poLnl where it has become an

part of equality

Jurlsprudence Indeed, from being

A way of nterpreting our equalicy
become

muarantee. it has almost

stated thar Article 14 conrains *

statement of values™,
and that to ~reduce it o a formal
‘exercise of classificarion may miss
the frue value of equalicy . Other
Jurdges have also atternpted to
‘augment the classification test
with more teeth. But these

just the
citizenship kw.
but also the way
in which it
Judges alleged
violations of our
constitutional

of

The testis

Sitiver bent to suk mare just

oastoommes, Or a new test is

developed. The ‘manife

arbitrariness” test developed by
in recent cases is a

rlﬁponse of the latter lnnd and is
ately too

nee unJth the
ile classification test, i

cquality

Tt s Sheape <or e The i

that the Court has said abous the
(untelltu(ﬂhls test is that whar is
adequare determining

The LDF's big weapon against the UDF

"he anti-Citize s

STATE OF PLAY

S.E. Praveen
prerveen seg@thehindu co in
n March u when ﬂle

Undon rrumenn

nofed the milen Tor

of the CI-

tizenship ey Ace

(AN, 2019Justdaysaheadctf

necessarily mean that the old test the Lok Sabha ele there

needs erasure, but it needs a w doubt abour its real
radical mdzmmp:m _The Court ine the

nee nata Party (BJF), with an eyve

quEtl.Dns i alresdydmg it warill o es, proudiy owned the

have to develop the constimstional
idea of equality more thorowghly.
The old idea of “tresting equalks

who have come from each of these
countries (From e: el o
Each ol se willl test the state’s
prrported justificatons

ification test as well are
not ifs core ool ir
application depends u ac
Juaedic nt with the:

erion ks incorrect. This is the
core of the problem.

ity for a clear break
and constitu
challenge 1o CAA is a timely
opportunity for this task because
the Act goes against many of our
beliefs of what equalicy enzails,
wihat the Constinution requires
the government. Questbons

Cinly the former s inviolable.

has been mured given
the significant minority pop-
lasion in the State.

The ruli remocratic
Front Kerala was
quick o criticise the CAA and

Honal Register of Citlzens will
not be implemented in Kerala,
Kerala Pradesh Congress

mittee president K. Sudhalﬁa—
ran said that the Caa will be
“thrown into the arablan Seas

men:, seem to have been
pushed to the background
with CAA raking the spot-

hawve.a higher concentration af
minorities.
The State government has
cved

also  m the Supreme
Court seeking an injumnction
against the implementation of

The Can. saving it will lead to
hostile discrl Mr_ Vi

caa
LDF's atrempats at minority ap-
The BIP is also

javan, who has branded the

beginning  of the

i
movement, Mr. Vijayan and
¢ whao

planning o approach
Election Co Lom nf]nd.l:
over the all wialas

e Ml e of Comiacs .

deny citizenship to any partic:
2 commaumnd

e sdebate 15 expected o
have a bearing on the vosng

helped push o the sidelines

Congress-led

MDA bloc povernment can
annul i, he added

Satheesan also ques-

tioned Mr. Vijayan's own sin-

cerity in opposing CAA, as the

government failed to with-

Stoim e erifec insien that comld
drive antiincumbency. The
debates also given the

fone sear

LDF, which won jus
in

19, yet another opportun-
Ity 1o question the Congresss
con-

Water levels less than 25% in many major dams in the south

gana border are also filled to less
than 30% of their capacity. The
water crisis in Bengaluru may soon

hit other urban centres and rural

mon, the reservo
453 o chelx caps.l:lty,slghtly hu;n
their awver,

In troubled waters

Tha data fer the charts wers sourced from tha tatest wee kly Bulietin publizhed By the Centr,

B v T

water Commession

e s s e

angana, Ka
nataka and Tamil Nadu. The st is
lelle-d o o ob-
rwed by the Central Water Com.
mlssiml in these States.

The Linganamakki reservoir in
Karnaraka's Shivamogga dist
with a total capacity of 4.3 Lakh
crore Bifres of water, bs currently
filled £o just 227, The Sups reser-
woir in ‘s Urtara Kannada

the latest weekly bulletin by the
Central Water Commission. Chart
1 shows a region-wise comparison
of the current storage levels as a
share of the 1otal capacities of re-
servoirs. It also the cur-
Fens water levels with 15at years lo-
wvels, as well as with the 10-year

corded last year and 9 poins lower
than the 10°year average. No other
region — al, west, east, or

the

filled to 33% and 46% of heir ca-

pacities, respectively., similar to

the 10-year average levels recarded

in those regions. In the western re-
=

diserict, with a total capacity of 4.1
lakh crore litres, is filled to only
6. The T ra dam in Vi-
jayanagara district of Karnataka,

same border,
Iakh crore Hiires, is Alled to & mere
A%

The Mettur dam in Salem dis-
trict of Tamil Nadu, with a ea-
pacity of 2.65 lakh crore litres, is
Alled o 285

Kerala is the only exception
among the southern States, with
mast of its major dams filled to at
ast of the

ol capexi

Storape bevel s o of
- w
& B H
" _
3
Ei)
o

Chart 2,3 R ——
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. Bhadrs EEE 1a
rart 4 Tamit

e
urirg last monsoon was A0 or mare

g the 2003 5o uthe
districts of Kerals, rainfall deficn

ed defickens rainfall during the
south-west monsoon last year, as
in Table 6.
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FIFTY YEARS AGO MARCH 26, 1974

‘Base in Indian Ocean will

create tension’
Madras, March 25; Vice-Admiral B_L. Kulkarni
Flag Officer Commanding in-Chief, Eastern

regional powe
there will be

on this issise, in that the Indian Ocean should be
azone of peace.

wi drniral said-
ikt Fasein dien nu‘thm(lly affect our
defence capabilities. It does affect, If tensions

send their ships to cruise in the Indian Ocean
“Btis our ares masch more than others” he sabd.
The Wice-Admiral said the Andaman and

Micobar Islands were the “eastern sentinel” of

the country and “their defence ks my major

concern st the Eastern Naval Commander.”
He said negotiations were in an advanced

arr:

weith
certain foreksn countries to build pamrod boats.

A HUMDRED YEARS AGOD MARCH 26, 1324
Steel pipes for Tatas

London, Mar. 35:
the biggest

pipes in connection with the Tata Hydroelectric
Scheme




Water levels less than 25% in many major dams in the south

With most major dams in the State filled to close to 50% of their capacity, Kerala is the only exception




In troubled waters

The data for the charts were sourced from the latest weekly bulletin published by the Central Water Commission
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Chart 1: The chart shows a region-wise comparison of the Chart 2,3,4,5: The charts show the current storage levels as
current storage levels as a share of the total capacities of reser- a share of the total capacity of major dams in southern States
voirs. It also compares the current water levels with last year’s
levels and the 10-year average

I Current storage level as a share of total capacity (%)

I Lastyear [0 10-yearaverage

I Current storage level as a share of total capacity (%)
[ Total capacity (in lakh crore litres)

Chart 2: Andhra and Telangana

. . 0/ B
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Chart 4: Tamil Nadu

Storage level as a % of total capacity (%)
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Table 6: The table shows the % of districts, across various
levels of rainfall deficits, during the 2023 south-west monsoon.
For instance, in about 27% districts of Kerala, rainfall deficit
during last monsoon was 40% or more

Deficit
No
State 40% or | 25%- | 15%- <15% deficit
more 40% 25%
Andhra 5% 5% 32% 21% 37%
Karnataka 6% 13% 26% 6%
Kerala 27% 20% 13% -
Tamil Nadu 3% 11%
Telangana - 7%

Chart 4: Tamil Nadu

Mettur (Stanley)

Lower Bhawani .—24% 0.8
Parambikulam I28%

Chart 5: Kerala

2.6
Sathanurl 28%
Vaigai l 4%
Idukki L5

Idamalayar

Kallada (Parappar) BRElll 0.5
Kakki BEEEL] 0.4
Malampuzha I'l?% 0.2

1.0
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Boeing CEO David Calhoun to

step down: Stan Deal to retire

Boeing CEO David Calhoun will step down from

.
ercial alrplms i il

CEO of Boeings commm
retire mmediately, while Stephanie Pope, fhe
chief operating oficer, will lead the division. The

said toard

chairman Lawrence Kellner

company
does not plan to stand for re-election in May:

JSL., IT'T-]

ner to

work on metallurgical projects

Jindal Stainless Ltd_ and IIT Kharagpur will jeintly

the premier educarional instirurion will offer

Stainless Lad. usus.ajd 'I’hecolla'hl:nsll.onwl]l

wnrlt

oceas opUmisaion, mate
End primary alloy

dmrmngatlnn_

arials
roduction, it said. @

BYD rolls out 7 millionth unit

of its electric vehicle in China

BYD, a)eaﬂln.; maemrtumer of sloctric ushicles

r babteries,
e et s

millionth EV, the DENZA N7,
I i, BT reachued the

at the finan

. became the

on Mo
koer o roll cux ks seven

waras unvedled

production of is 1 millionth EV in 2021 and grew

threefold within 15

. and surpassed fve

million units in nine months. In seven moeaths
s million,

from thi

BYD rose to seven
ording to a press release. -

Robusta coffee price
touches all-time high
arnid global shortage

was 280 and 2345 per kg for
raw berries and beans, res-
pectively, in March 2002,

coffee to the mar-
i year, thereby con-

iburing to the increase in
coffes prices, sabd Salu Ge
orge, a coffee trader in
Wayanad.

Multiple factors
~we expect a dedine of
30% in Robusta

tion this year nwmgmcu

Elons last year,” e Cheee

sabd

A sharp decline in the
production of Robusta cof-
fee _nearly 2 million bags
in Wien a major

pEiEreh———_————————
ta coffee-growing conn

has also led to the rlse In
prices, sources added. Ro-

Arabica variety of co

was s

day. While tra

Arabica variety fetched a

premium price, it is mow

Robusta that is selling at a
r price due to s low

iicy.

wihich is the largest Robus-
ta coffeep g diserict
n the country after Coorg

Prolonged scarcity: Fammers say production may decsne by
earth of Backup showers. FLE PHETO

Prasanth Rajesh, Director,

Waya: Coffee Growers'
Assaciation sakd.
The January showers
helped in the blossomi

factor in the
berries, is a concern.

According to the Cofee
Board of India, the total
production of caffiee in In-

i the earlier season.

Google billing: Start-ups said
to challenge CCI order

ELB. Srivats
NEW DELHEL

Start-ups are set to chal-
nge Competition
Commission  of  India's

ing the p ncy of the
plea chall Google's
Play Seore i

Compan: are
Tribunal in the Next few
days, sor

“Despite [¢

1 tech glant Goo-
gle,

wadchdog
any interim protection to

Google

osadle

start-ups,” they reasomed.

Probe against Google
The Commission had Last
Wednesday refected start-
wps’ interim relief applica-
lete restraint

on

on the heels of the compe-

tition watchdog ordering

ments policy was ‘prima
facie’ violative of the Com-
tition Act 3
Shaadi.com, B FR
1

vl or
app purchases on apps of-
fering services

(The writer és with The
Hifrelen businessTiner

In a first, Amul to introduce
fresh milk in U.S. within a
week: MD Jayen Mehta

MEW DELHD

For the first time, Amul
fresh milk will be available
ourside India, with
arat Cooperative

market within a el
cater 1o ian diaspo-
ra and o

ing dairy products for ma-
ny decades. This is the first
time we are launching
fresh milk outside India,~
said GOMBMF BTy

Jayen Mehes

The milk collection and

Switch Mobility to roll out
maiden electric LCV soon

top  company executive

~wie are going to roll our
lewd (nelligent EV) this

o Hosur
plam. while 1t will take
about three months for

cluded e-commerce plat-
forms  and FMOG
segment.

Before this, the EV arm
of ashok Leyland, had
made its presence felr in

EiVS to IIT-Madras for in-
campas mobility.

¥ 5 a momentous
occanton for s ae we T
weal the mext chapter in

Manipal's Pai
eves Byju's
42% stake in
Aakash

Hamasing Karthik
Iwodi Banthia
BLIN B B N A LR

Months after tal
stake in B
K

FY24 block
deals to touch
1 7-lakh cr.,
near Fy23

seLinasAL

Iris raining block deals and
F¥24 is set to end with a
sizeable total of zi7-lakh
crare ($20 billion) worth of
wansactions, bur a few

GIC, Blackstone property
talks fail over pricing

Ty

Talks berween the Singa-
pore  sowereign  wealth

Rind, GIC. and Elobal

‘India Yaamaha Motor aims to
capture 10% market share by CY27’

NLAnand
CEENMAL

two-whesler
IGhes India Yamaha Mator

nior

company executive.

nior Wice President Sales
and Marketing Havinder
=
"

Rmvinder Singh
singh told The Hindu.
s el try

Neor Thare af 15 cach.

ndustry
Last year, the industry

ey
umits, of which 2.1 lakh un-
its were exported

This year, IVM aims to

sell one million units that
fncludes exporss of 25
Lakh units. On exports. he
said scooters and motor-
bikes were being shipped
L] A Afri-

scooters o BEurope and Ja-
pan as well.

Asserting that the com-
pany was planning to steg
up its offeri . e -

~We no longer produce

also plan-

range o
are ning in  different
Eamriear Y. Singh

res.

I FY23, there were
eral large et it the
stocks of the Adani grougp

companies in March 1o
GQG Pareners.
There hree

wading days this monch in
this o wesl d
i o T holldaygs[ the begin-
mdngz an

Block deals mrend
Block deals have risen over

the years as this window
has been increasinghy used

by promoters and private-

equity frms o sell

o Rarge
stakes or exdt holdings in

thons of $26 billion, up 62%
year oo remr.
(The writer is with The
Tiren

Himdu business
|

ria Sattva a
l.ngprlne of $1.5-2 billion.
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Robusta coflee price
touches all-time high
amid global shortage

The price of robusta coffee has risen sharply due to a supply shortage

and global factors, surpassing the price of premium arabica coffee

E.M. Manoj
KALPETTA

obusta coffee
Rfarmers in South
India are jubilant

post-harvest with their
produce fetching an all-
time high price.

The farmgate price of
raw Robusta coffee berries
touched a record 172 per
kilogram (kg) in the Waya-
nad market on Saturday, as
against 115 per kg during
the same period last year.
Meanwhile, the spot price
of Robusta coffee beans
stood at %315 per kg, up
from %210 during the same
period in 2023. The price
was 380 and 145 per kg for
raw berries and beans, res-
pectively, in March 2022.

Though the harvest is al-
most complete, there has
been a huge shortfall in the
supply of coffee to the mar-
ket this year, thereby con-
tributing to the increase in
coffee prices, said Salu Ge-
orge, a coffee trader in
Wayanad.

3 S

Prolonged scarcity: Farmers say production may decline by

25-30% next year too owing to dearth of backup showers. FILE PHOTO

ta coffee-growing country,
has also led to the rise in
prices, sources added. Ro-
busta coffee production in
Indonesia too dipped
sharply this year, they said.

Notably, the price of
Arabica seeds has dropped
below the price of Robusta.
The farmgate price of the
Arabica variety of coffee
was 3305 per kg on Satur-
day. While traditionally the
Arabica variety fetched a

in Karnataka, received a
rainfall of 29.3 mm in the
first week of January. Major
parts of the district re-
ceived no rain since then,
Prasanth Rajesh, Director,
Wayanad Coffee Growers’
Association said.

The January showers
helped in the blossoming
of Robusta coffee plants,
farmers say. But absence of
backup showers, a major
factor in the formation of

o

Multiple factors

“We expect a decline of
30% in Robusta produc-
tion this year owing to cli-
matic vagaries, especially
the scanty blossom shower
in Robusta-growing re-
gions last year,” Mr. George
said.

A sharp decline in the
production of Robusta cof-
fee—nearly 2 million bags—
in Vietnam, a major Robus-

premium price, it is now
Robusta that is selling at a
higher price due to its low
availability.

Farmers expect produc-
tion to decline by 25%-30%
next year too owing to a
dearth of backup showers
in many Robusta coffee-
growing regions.

Wayanad in Kerala,
which is the largest Robus-
ta coffee-producing district
in the country after Coorg

berries, is a concern.
According to the Coffee
Board of India, the total
production of coffee in In-
dia during the 2022-23 fis-
cal was 3,52,000 tonnes,
including 2,52,000 tonnes
of Robusta coffee. The total
value of India’s coffee ex-
ports has risen to 35,279
crore during the ongoing
coffee season, from %3,982
crore during the same pe-
riod in the earlier season.



INDIA COFFEE

Coffee Production 2018-19

0 Robusta:224,500MT
0 Arabica: 95,000MT

100%

20%

Karnataka Kerala

Source: Coffee Board of India, Wikipedia
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Tamil Nadu Bl Traditional coffee growing areas
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Value (Million)

Arunachal
Pradesh

Telangana

Karnataka Andhra Pradesh

Tamil Nadu

7 Non-Traditional coffee growing areas



Coffee

e Climate: Hot and humid (15-28 degree C); Dry
weather is necessary at the time of ripening of the} o
berries. TN\ $27 S

e Rainfall: High (150-250 mm) |

* Location: Rainforest of Western Ghats

e States: Karnataka (highest) > Kerela> Tamil Nadu>
Andhra Pradesh

* India’s position: Sixth highest producer in the
world (65-70% of India’s coffee is exported). Brazil

is the largest producer.
e,

S0 ® irnnnad Arabica and Robusta are

ROBUSTA EXCELSA grown in India
% L

LIBERICA ~ ARABICA

Coffee Bean Belt of the world



‘Set for take off

|

Conquering skies: The Xpeng Heitech, an electric flying car, is displayed at the 45th Bangkok International Motor Show. REUTERS
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Will consider
restoring trade
ties with India:
Pak Foreign
Minister Dar

SAJIAD HUSSAIN
ISLAMASAD, MARCH 24

PAKISTAN WILL “seriousty” con-
sider restoring trade ties with
Indlia That resnads

has said. indécating a potential
abift in diplomatic srance to-

ands the netghbouring nation.

Dur made cs lue-
mg.\plcssmnlefmc mwooan
Sollowing his participation in the
Nuciear Energy summit in
Brussels. Geo News reposted.

He highlighted the exgemess
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Pradhan, Prasad, Kangana, ex-HC judge
in latest BJP LS list; Varun, VK Singh out

Naveen Jindal
among 3 handed
tickets the day
they joined party
LIZ MATHEW

NEW DELe MARCH 24

UNION MINISTER Dharmendra
acthan, formes Urson Minister

naut. former
High Conrt.

Gangopadhyay. Shibu Soren's

daughter-in-faw and former

— T
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an independent: in Uttara
Kannada. MP Anantkumar
Hegde. whose controvers
Statements kicked up a row. has
been in Meerut. ves-
eran leader Rajendra Agrawal
nas

shortly before he joined the BJP
Sunday. has been fielded from
Kurukshetra. Two others who
joined the party Sunday and
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Kejriwal sends first
direction to his govt
from ED custody,
Opp rally on Mar 31

Told us to resolve water scarcity and
prepare for summer: Minister Atishi

www.

considered a Congress b
Himachal Pr.
fl justice Gang iy, Wi
. resigned from the Calcutta High
Court and jained the BIP eartier
By i Sunday. P17
)L p.lr!y tickee from Tamiul: co
Judge Abhijit st Bengal
Kerais BP pc&udenl 3
Surendranwill be the patycand-
Chautala(Hisarand former ¥YS-  would not be —the d Rl
RCP MP and MLA Vel.:y,apalu pasty choice for Ghaziabad this  Gas fayenad
Varaprasad Rao (Tir e is MLA and former UP min- CONTINUED 2
Omissicns included Minister  ister Atul Garg: in Pilibhic, MP
of State General V K Singh {re-  Vasun Gandhi makes way for UP ——————
tired) who announced before TED REPORTS EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

minister Jitin Prasada — there is
Bezz that Vasun may contest as

of cash

ness community To resume
trade activities with India
“Pakistani businessmen want

Palkiszan will consides restos-
ingtrade ties with India, be said
DIk aeiciaakyfnck ey s
ters of trade with Endia - Das wa:
Quoted a5 saying by the Express
Tribune newspaper.

Pakistan downgraded its
ai natic Ties with New Deifi
after the Ind: nenent ab-
rogated Article 370 of the
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ASI to remove
18 ‘untraceable’
monuments
from its list of
protected sites

AA
NEV/ DELHI MARCH 24

SaTHE fiesr sich facgeacate exes-
cise  in  decad. the
Archaeclogical Survey of india
(ASI) hias put out a fist of 18 cen-
trally procected moauments

NEW DELHL MARCH 24
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Gaughat in Lucknow: and Telia

206 firms facing agencies’ heat bought
bonds, 16 of them after knock on door

Bonds worth X5,179 cr bought by the 26 firms; BJP got 37%, TMC 18%, Cong 12%

DAS
NEW DELHL MARCH 24

OF 26 companies that bought
the electoral bonds and have
faced action by investigative
agercies. 16 Sonated 1o political

EXPRESS NETWORK
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GAVE POLL BONDS
WORTHRs 185 CR
PAGE S

after
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nations of ancther six compa-
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MONUMENTS AND
SITES THAT ARE
UNTRACEABLE

Madhya Pradesh

® Rock Inscription, Satna

EEE

creative

Haryana
e Kos Minar, Mujesar,
Faridabad

e Kos Minar, Shahabad,
Kurukshetra

g
.....

e WO

Uttarakhand
e Kutumbari Temple,
Dwarahat, Almora



ASI| to remove 18
‘untraceable’
monuments from its list

of protected sites




* IN THE first such largescale exercise in
decades, the Archaeological Survey of
India (ASI) has put out a list of 18
centrally protected monuments which it
wants to delist as, according to the
central agency, they no longer hold
national importance.




A ‘monument of national importance’, if designated by the Archaeological
Survey of India (ASI), authorises the central government to “maintain, protect
and promote the site”, which may be considered of significant historical
importance, as mandated by the Archaeological Sites and Remains Act, 1958.

Currently, there are around 3,600 monuments of national importance being
protected by the ASI.



* The monuments facing delisting include Kos Minar No.13 at
Mujessar village in Haryana; Bara Khamba Cemetery in Delhi;
Gunner Burkill's Tomb at Rangoon in Jhansi; Cemetery at
Gaughat in Lucknow; and Telia Nala Buddhist ruins, which form
part of a deserted village in Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh.

* Delisting of the monuments effectively means the central
agency won't have any onus to protect them, and activities
related to construction and urbanisation in the area can be
carried out in a regular manner.



https://indianexpress.com/section/cities/delhi/
https://indianexpress.com/section/cities/lucknow/




* The missing monuments included 11 in Uttar
Pradesh, as well as two each in Delhi and Haryana. It
also included monuments in Assam, West Bengal,
Arunachal Pradesh and Uttarakhand.

* According to the ASI, which is under the Ministry
of Culture, 14 of these 50 monuments were lost to
rapid urbanisation, 12 submerged by reservoirs or
dams, and 24 remain untraceable.

The 18 monuments to be delisted come from the list
of 24 monuments that remain untraceable.
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On Holi, a brief history of India’s love

affair with bhang

According to some records, bhang has been in use for thousands of years and finds mention in ancient
texts such as the Vedas. In Ayurveda, bhang is believed to cure not only physical ailments but also
anxiety.




« According to some records, it has been in use for thousands of
years and finds mention in ancient texts such as the Vedas. In
Ayurveda, bhang is believed to cure not only physical ailments
but also anxiety.

* |ts widespread consumption in India even took the Britishers by
surprise when they colonised the country. In the late 19th
century, they commissioned a study of bhang’s effects and
cultural significance, according to a report by the BBC.



« According to Hindu mythology, cannabis came into existence
after the gods churned an ocean of milk while looking for an
elixir that would make them immortal and restore their strength.

 During the process of churning, a drop of amrita (sacred nectar)
fell from the sky and at the place where it landed, the first
cannabis plant sprouted. It's believed that Shiva, who had
consumed the poison Halahala that emerged during the
churning of the ocean, ate this plant to cool his throat.



 Today, bhang is a staple at Holi and Maha Shivratri
celebrations, where it is served most commonly with thandal —
a cold beverage made from milk, sugar and an indulgent mix of
nuts and species such as almonds, fennel seeds, watermelon

kernels, rose petals, pepper, poppy seeds, cardamom and
saffron.



 What is bhang?

* Bhang Is essentially a green-coloured paste made from seeds and
leaves of the female cannabis plants — they have higher potency and
Tetrahydrocannabinol (THC) content than their male counterparts.

* Prepared by soaking and then grinding the plant material together, the
paste Is, traditionally, rolled into smooth balls, known as bhang goli.



* |Is bhang legal in India?

* Under the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances
(NDPS) Act, which was enacted in 1985 and deals with drugs
and their trafficking in India, cannabis has been defined as a
narcotic drug and its cultivation, possession, consumption or
transportation is prohibited. However, only certain parts of a
cannabis plant, such as resin and “flowering or fruiting tops”
come under this ban. The Act excludes from prohibition its
leaves and seeds, which are used for preparing bhang.







Arresting the Chief Ministers




Delhi Chief Minister Aravind Kejriwal was recently arrested by
the Enforcement Directorate (ED) in an excise policy case
linked money laundering case

A chief minister is permitted certain privileges within prison,
such as making official phone calls and accessing crucial

documents.

Representation of People’s Act, 1951- It outlines
disqualification provisions for certain offences, but
a conviction is a prerequisite for anyone holding the office.




* Disqualification- The Act says that a person convicted for an
offence and sentenced to 2 years or above shall be disqualified
from the date of such conviction.

 Electoral disqualification- It says the lawmaker shall continue
to be disqualified for a further period of 6 years after his
release.

 Article 361- President and Governor enjoy constitutional
immunity from civil and criminal proceedings until the
completion of their term.



This immunity does not extend to Prime Ministers or Chief Ministers, as they
are regarded as equals under the Constitution's principle of the Right to
Equality before the law.

Despite this, they are not automatically disqualified solely by virtue of an
arrest.

Delhi framework- Delhi is a Union Territory not a State, it operates under
a unique constitutional framework outlined in Articles 239 AA and 239 AB of
the Indian Constitution.

Article 239 AB- The Lieutenant Governor can seek Presidential intervention
potentially leading to the imposition of President’s rule.




Hyperloop Technology



Origin- It is a proposed ultra-
high-speed, ground-level, solar-
powered cargo and mass
transportation system
conceptualized in 2013 by
American entrepreneur Elon
Musk.

A Switzerland-based hyperloop
company Swisspod Technologies
signed a memorandum of
understanding (MoU) with TuTr
Hyperloop, a spin-off of IIT
Madras to develop hyperloop
systems in India.

/ /




Technology- It is the 5" mode of transportation Hyperloop which
works on a technology that would use magnetic levitation in low-

pressure tubes to transport people and goods at airplane-like speeds.

Maglev- It is the system in which the vehicle runs levitated from the
guide way (corresponding to the rail tracks of conventional railways).




B The hyperloop train is the
brainchild of billionaire
Elon Musk, former boss of
PayPal and founder of
electric car company Tesla
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Travellingin a Tube

A capsule, with passengers,

travels at speeds of more
than 1200 KM/H s
inside a
vacuum tube 38 MONTHS

Globally, 800 ENGINEERS
vacuum working on the Hyperloop, of
tube has which 25 ARE FROM INDIA
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THE HYPERLOOP:
TRAIN OF THE FUTURE
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World Tuberculosis (TB)
Day



Every year on March 24th, World TB Day is observed to honor the
29 announcement made by Dr. Robert Koch in 1882 regarding his
(44 discovery of Mycobacterium tuberculosis, the bacterium responsible

for tuberculosis (TB).

This day serves as an educational platform to raise awareness about
TB and its global implications.
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World Tuberculosis (TB) Day, 24 March 2024, continues with the
theme “Yes! We can end TB”.

With continued efforts and awareness campaigns, the aim is to
eradicate the world's deadliest disease.



Nutrition and Tuberculosis

® More than two-thirds
of trial participants
were tribals, most of
whom were accessing
ration from the PDS.
® Undernutrition
(BMI<18.5 kg/m2) was
prevalent in four out

of five patients, with
severe undernutrition
(BMI<16 kg/m2) in
nearly half of these.

@® Prevalence of HIV,
diabetes, MDR-TB was
low but alcohol and
tobacco use was high.

e
N

- @ Nearly one per cent

. of patients were hypotensive,
- hypoxic, or were unable to stand,
. indicating need for in-patient care.

|
; ® One of three contacts across all
. ages had undernutrition at enrolment.

. @ There was a 39 per cent reduction
' of incidence of all forms of TB and

. a 48 per cent reduction of incidence
 of infectious TB in the intervention

. group of families.

Representative Image



INDIA HAS LARGEST NUMBER OF TUBERCULOSIS PATIENTS IN THE WORLD

All figures as of December 2018

SOUTH AFRICA

TOTAL NUMBER OF PEOPLE ' TOTAL NUMBER OF PEOPLE |  DEATHS DUE TO TUBERCULOSIS
IN THE WORLD SUFFERING + IN INDIA SUFFERING FROM ' FELL FROM 1.6 million IN 2017
FROM TUBERCULOSIS: 1 crore :  TUBERCULOSIS: 26.9 lakh | 10 1.5 million In 2018

=3
Source: WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION Theprlnt




Tuberculosis

Global TB targets:

SDG Target 3.3: Eliminate TB by 2030 T
Burden of TB in India:
WHO End TB Strategy

90%
reduction in the
annual number
of TB deaths
by 2030

In 2019 the estimated TB
incidence was 2,640,000

()
80%
reduction in the
TB incidence

rate by 2030

The estimated incidence
of people with MDR/
RR-TB is 130,000.

India: Eliminate TB by 2025

Top countries in global drop of
TB case notifications between I\

2019 and 2020: ) Largest share of the
india [ £1% global burden in 2019:
Indonesia [ 14% India | 27%
Philippines |1 12% china [ 14%
China 8% The RussianFederation - 8%

TB incidence for “high burden” countries:

INDIA INDONESIA CHINA PHILIPPINES
2,640,000 845,000 833,000 599,000









DOES SWEATING
BURN MORE CALORIES?

MYTH

o SWEATING BURNS MORE
CALORIES & THEREFORE
MORE FAT. | SHOULD
TURN OFF THE ASC AND

WORKOUT IN A SWEATER

T0 SWEAT MORE
La

M

"
= =y
o -

s

TRUTH

o |TI5SIMPLY THE BODY'S

WAY OF REGULATING
TEMPERATURE. ' LOSE
WATER WEIGHT BUT
ALED DRINK 1T RIGHT

= BACK,

—
W | !'i i
& &




COMPLETE
EEAIRC “%=—GK/GS
=~ COURSE

@UPDATED CURRENT AFFAIRS :
By Bhunesh Sir

“COMPLETE 2 YEARS (2023 + 2024) =
CURRENT AFFAIRS | @STATIC GK

@ COMPLETE NOTES (PDF) “ | YHISTORY

¢360°'DEGREE EXAMS COVERED ggggéYRApH

ol \ YECONOMICS
%13951 -3799/- .« \@SCIENCE
OFFER DATE - N |

25" TO 26*"March | ‘ - 1889/- 57991-
CLASS24 | usecope- B0 =




& UPDATED SYLLABUS COVERAGE

& COMPLETE ROADMAP

& NOTES (PDF)

& LIVE + RECORDED

& DOUBT SESSION

& COMPLETE PYQS PRACTICE (NET & GATE)
& LIVE INTERACTIVE CLASSES

OFFER DATE:
25" - 26'*"MARCH

60% OFF



€ > C M 25 skill24.study/courses

SOFTWARE ENGINEERING

PROFESSIONAL CERTIFICATION v singapore acadery

Software Engineering Course

CERTIFICATION via Singapore Academy

Blockchain Course

Skill24 £14999

SELF IMPROVEMENT LANGUAGE SPEAKING

N\
NN

I skill24 e )

CYBER SECURITY PROFESSIONAL

CERTIFICATION viasingapore Academy A 4

Cyber Security Course

Skill24 %20999

LET'S START TO LEARN SALESFORCE

Salesforce Admin Course

4
skill24

DATA SCIENCE PROFESSIONAL
CERTIFICATION viosingap

Data Science Course

NN
b

Skill24 320999

LET'S START TO LEARN SALESFORCE

Salesforce LWC Course

Skill24
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