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ASI to remove 18 
‘untraceable’ 

monuments from its list 
of protected sites



• IN THE first such largescale exercise in 
decades, the Archaeological Survey of 
India (ASI) has put out a list of 18 
centrally protected monuments which it 
wants to delist as, according to the 
central agency, they no longer hold 
national importance.



A ‘monument of national importance’, if designated by the Archaeological 
Survey of India (ASI), authorises the central government to “maintain, protect 
and promote the site”, which may be considered of significant historical 
importance, as mandated by the Archaeological Sites and Remains Act, 1958.

Currently, there are around 3,600 monuments of national importance being 
protected by the ASI.



• The monuments facing delisting include Kos Minar No.13 at 
Mujessar village in Haryana; Bara Khamba Cemetery in Delhi; 
Gunner Burkill’s Tomb at Rangoon in Jhansi; Cemetery at 
Gaughat in Lucknow; and Telia Nala Buddhist ruins, which form 
part of a deserted village in Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh.

• Delisting of the monuments effectively means the central 
agency won’t have any onus to protect them, and activities 
related to construction and urbanisation in the area can be 
carried out in a regular manner.

https://indianexpress.com/section/cities/delhi/
https://indianexpress.com/section/cities/lucknow/


Currently, the ASI has 3,693 monuments under its purview, which will fall to 
3,675 once the delisting exercise is completed in the next few weeks.

According to an official gazette notification dated March 8, published last 
week, the ASI has invoked Section 35 of the Ancient Monuments and 
Archaeological Sites and Remains Act, 1958 (AMASR Act) to delist the 18 
monuments, stating that these “have ceased to be of national importance”.









• According to some records, it has been in use for thousands of 
years and finds mention in ancient texts such as the Vedas. In 
Ayurveda, bhang is believed to cure not only physical ailments 
but also anxiety.

• Its widespread consumption in India even took the Britishers by 
surprise when they colonised the country. In the late 19th 
century, they commissioned a study of bhang’s effects and 
cultural significance, according to a report by the BBC.



• According to Hindu mythology, cannabis came into existence 
after the gods churned an ocean of milk while looking for an 
elixir that would make them immortal and restore their strength. 

• During the process of churning, a drop of amrita (sacred nectar) 
fell from the sky and at the place where it landed, the first 
cannabis plant sprouted. It’s believed that Shiva, who had 
consumed the poison Halahala that emerged during the 
churning of the ocean, ate this plant to cool his throat.



• Today, bhang is a staple at Holi and Maha Shivratri 
celebrations, where it is served most commonly with thandai —
a cold beverage made from milk, sugar and an indulgent mix of 
nuts and species such as almonds, fennel seeds, watermelon 
kernels, rose petals, pepper, poppy seeds, cardamom and 
saffron.



• What is bhang?

• Bhang is essentially a green-coloured paste made from seeds and 
leaves of the female cannabis plants — they have higher potency and 
Tetrahydrocannabinol (THC) content than their male counterparts. 

• Prepared by soaking and then grinding the plant material together, the 
paste is, traditionally, rolled into smooth balls, known as bhang goli.



• Is bhang legal in India?

• Under the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances 
(NDPS) Act, which was enacted in 1985 and deals with drugs 
and their trafficking in India, cannabis has been defined as a 
narcotic drug and its cultivation, possession, consumption or 
transportation is prohibited. However, only certain parts of a 
cannabis plant, such as resin and “flowering or fruiting tops” 
come under this ban. The Act excludes from prohibition its 
leaves and seeds, which are used for preparing bhang.



Notably, although the cultivation of cannabis is punishable across the country, 
harvesting the leaves that grow by themselves is perfectly legal.

Over the years, states have also come up with their own laws regarding the 
sale and consumption of bhang. A handful of them like Uttar Pradesh even 
license and tax bhang sales, much like alcohol.

Even if some states have banned the substance’s consumption and sale, 
authorities rarely crack down on its sellers and customers on the occasion of 
Holi, a report by The Wall Street Journal said.



Arresting the Chief Ministers



Delhi Chief Minister Aravind Kejriwal was recently arrested by 
the Enforcement Directorate (ED) in an excise policy case 
linked money laundering case

A chief minister is permitted certain privileges within prison, 
such as making official phone calls and accessing crucial 
documents.

Representation of People’s Act, 1951- It outlines 
disqualification provisions for certain offences, but 
a conviction is a prerequisite for anyone holding the office.



• Disqualification- The Act says that a person convicted for an 
offence and sentenced to 2 years or above shall be disqualified 
from the date of such conviction.

• Electoral disqualification- It says the lawmaker shall continue 
to be disqualified for a further period of 6 years after his 
release.

• Article 361- President and Governor enjoy constitutional 
immunity from civil and criminal proceedings until the 
completion of their term.



This immunity does not extend to Prime Ministers or Chief Ministers, as they 
are regarded as equals under the Constitution's principle of the Right to 
Equality before the law.

Despite this, they are not automatically disqualified solely by virtue of an 
arrest.

Delhi framework- Delhi is a Union Territory not a State, it operates under 
a unique constitutional framework outlined in Articles 239 AA and 239 AB of 
the Indian Constitution.

Article 239 AB- The Lieutenant Governor can seek Presidential intervention 
potentially leading to the imposition of President’s rule.



Hyperloop Technology



A Switzerland-based hyperloop 
company Swisspod Technologies 

signed a memorandum of 
understanding (MoU) with TuTr 

Hyperloop, a spin-off of IIT 
Madras to develop hyperloop 

systems in India.

Origin- It is a proposed ultra-
high-speed, ground-level, solar-

powered cargo and mass 
transportation system 

conceptualized in 2013 by 
American entrepreneur Elon 

Musk.



Technology- It is the 5th mode of transportation Hyperloop which 
works on a technology that would use magnetic levitation in low-
pressure tubes to transport people and goods at airplane-like speeds.

Maglev- It is the system in which the vehicle runs levitated from the 
guide way (corresponding to the rail tracks of conventional railways).















World Tuberculosis (TB) 
Day



Every year on March 24th, World TB Day is observed to honor the 
announcement made by Dr. Robert Koch in 1882 regarding his 
discovery of Mycobacterium tuberculosis, the bacterium responsible 
for tuberculosis (TB).

This day serves as an educational platform to raise awareness about 
TB and its global implications.



World Tuberculosis (TB) Day, 24 March 2024, continues with the 
theme “Yes! We can end TB”. 

With continued efforts and awareness campaigns, the aim is to 
eradicate the world's deadliest disease.











Fun fact 











Thank you 
guys.


