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AYURVEDIC SKINCARE

Is ¢his ¢the

year of

A-beauty?

with big funding, a prom-rauon
te:

of homegrown and

brands, and growing gtobal

acceptance, the ma

oised

to hit $21.1 billion in e years

MAGAZINED PAGE 1

How bad is the

humanitarian

crisis in Gaza?

FAQ » PAGE 8

Mustafa Suleyman,
the new face of
Microsoft Al

PROFILES » PAGE 5

Curran powers
Punjab Kings
past Capitals
SPORT » PAGE 13

Lok Sabha polls while one seat
for the Rashtsi;

Party in Rajasthan. Congress
chief Ajay Rai has been fielded

T,

The 35 prates who were

/tm:ﬂ from pirate
veszel Ruen during 3 40-hour

operation last week were
brought to Mumbai and
handed ower to the police for
prosecution, the Indian Navy
=sid on Ssturday. » PAGE 5

BJP made\‘brib

electoral bo

Party accuses lhe BJP of using electoral bonds in four |

for an SC-

The Hindu Bureau

NEW DELHI
leging that  the
electoral bond
scheme ensured

that -prepaid, postpaid,

and  post bribes~

essing a press con-

legal through

> says Congress

terns of corruption’
probe into the scheme: s

Grave charges

Here are the Congres='= allegations aver the links between electoral bonds danated to the 8P

By corporates. and the swarding of government contracts and projects

= Thirty—eight = Fortya
Pl v
sorches had given

oy
total of 179 major
e this, 71,

ts and project
= worth

o the

to the 86 u\,, of

was given Sher the

ool
& lakh croce. e —
groups Stxteen shell
ted 72,004 crog Rompanies donated

P 7315 croce to the B39

ference at party
ters, Congress general se-
cretary Jairam Ramesh
said that an analysis of re-
cently published State
Bank of India (SBD) data has
revealed that 38 corporate
groups received mo-
vernment contracts and

received them in less than
15 seconds, he said. The
congress leader  also

g A o) cannot
minimum _support
price (MSP) a legal guaran:

tee for m have
made bifes a legal affair~
Mr. Ramesh said.
Corruption patterns

He identified four patterns
of “blatant corruption™ in

da Lo [Pay donation, get
business] prepaid
bribes; Theka Lo, Rishvat
Do [Bag

bribes] or pos bes:

id bri
Hapta Vasooli (Extorton]
post 3

tions; within three months,
contracts _and _ projects
32 lakh crore
were given to the donors
by the Union government
and  BjPruled  State
governments.
Under the ‘post-paid”
category, he alleged that

electoral bonds to the BJP.
We are not blaming the
companies but  pomting
out the system.” the Con-
gress leader said. wylng to
e o S
ess tands the
importance of the privace
ssceor In. ralsing “indias

Ile also alleged that 41

Ca State govern- Corporat have
ments; ithin three faced a nxal of 56 raids by
o the Directo-
contracts belng_ signed,  rate (D). the (_enlral Bu-
se fi u of (CBI),

including “prepaid, postpaid, and postraid
ys INDIA will probe the ‘scam’ if voted to power

“The Modi

fied database of hu

l‘—lx’ IT/CB1
4l companies,
carefully mapped to
database of the BIP's elec-
toral bond donors.™

Watchlisted shell

“These included compa-
nies on a Finance Ministry
high-risk watch list for mo-

ths of their formation,

HYDERABAD
The of
hafta_vasooli | bonds and subsequent en-

units donor
if the report Submicted 2
mmiss

Election Co

Bonds linked to
project clearances

by BRS regime

bonds for 20 crore on Oc-
tober 12 and the BRS en-
m on October

(LoA) to IRB Infra on April
27, 2023, leasing out the
ORR for 30 years for main-

care providers, infrastruc-
ture as well as realty deve-
lopers  to ose

many maultiples of their
paid-up share capital,” Mr.
Ramesh s.

The Congress leader as-
serted that if the Opposi-
tion INDIA bloc comes to
power, “it would get the

bond s ves-

ven to the BJP in dona-

or which allegedly donated

or the Income Tax depam
ment. These corporate
groups have given 22,592
crore to the BIP, of which

133 killed in Moscow concert hall
shooting; 11 detained, says Putin

Tragic blaz

Senoke billows from the burning Crocus City Hall concert wenue outside Moscow folioming
2 shooting incident on Friday. REUTERS

p's Afghanistan
h claimed responsi-

group’
branc]

State

£rip on power in an electo-
ral landslide.

bility for Friday's attack in Images shared by Rus-
a posted on affi-  sian state media on Satur-
listed channels on social dayshowed a fleet of emer-
media. A 1nlelllgen-:e gency _ vehicles  sull
official said U ncies  gathered ourside the ruins
had confirmed that the of Crocus City Hall, which
group was for

the artack.
Videos posted online
showed gunmen in the ve-

the deadliest In Russia in
years, came just days after
Mr. Putin cemented his

of more than 6,000 peo-
ple. Russian news reports
cited authorities and wit-

started the fire

X¥iv DENIES ROLE
» PAGE 11

AAP writes to CEC as
police block office

EW DELHI

Alleging that the Delhi Pol-

Kumar on Satus
ing a meeting to present ns
urgent grievances.

Noting that the AAP's
Matiala MLA Gulab Singh's
premises were raided by

ection
Commissioner (CEC) Rajiv
rday s

Central law enforcement

despite the Model

Code of Conduct being in
place.

“We fail to

AAP workers seen during 3
protest against arrest of Delbs
CM. SUS L R vER:

1'he Delhi Police barri-

tigated by a SIT [Special In-
ation Teaml, and a
joint parliamentary com-
mittee would be formed
er the Adani matter and
the PALCARES Fund-

tenance. Interestingly. the
bon,

for 225 crore on jJuly 4,

2023, and the BRS e

the same on July 13.
of

The pu
Just a few weeks after
the LoA was ded,
leading to suspicion that
the bonds were a gift
similarly, the second un-
it of Kerala's Kitex Gar-
ments was established in

Childrenwear bought

educational sector, everal
i

in
and Andhra Pradesh do-
nated electoral bonds to
different parties.
Infrastructure develop-
er Megha Group eme.g,ed

for 1,186 crore. The BIP
£ot the most at 2584 crore.
er recipients were the
BRS (2195 crore), DMK (285
crore). YSRCP (37 crore):
TOP (¥28 crore) and the
Congress (2225 crore).

Myriad hues for festival of
colours in a non-toxic way
——

The eco-friendly colours were found to be

100% safe: it was developed

by a research group of Nagaland University’s Department of Chemistry

GUWAHATI
xperiments at a
hemical

laboratory in
Nagaland have yielded a

cad to the
AP oBeron al | chemicallaced pi
Upadhyay Marg in central The ~benign” powdered

how a political party can
fight elections under such

The party no one | items as tard
was allowed to enter the of- | leaves. cariander, spinach,
fice despite for ac-
cess_ “How can sstoa | rurmeric, rose, hibiscus,
national party’s e be | carrot. and
stopped during the Lok | rhododendron, were

ha election? This s | developed by
the ‘level playing | C ion
ﬁeld promnsed in In- | Electrochemistry Research
- said se- | Group (CERG) of Nagaland
mnr AAP leader and Deihi | Universicy’s Department

tve immediately
and direct all the agencies
o erve restraint while

the Model of Conduct is in
effect,” the AAP said in an
email to the CEC.

should act as a neu-
ual institution and ensure
strict action.

RELATED REPORT
» PAGE 3

BTG ce. s
Merbal Moli colours made from
ncigenous plants.

researchers said.
~We started working on
|t racting the colours
om indigenous plants in
tme for Holi to
demonstrate their safety.”
Ambrish Singh, who
headed the project, told
The Hindu. He said they

he, ftching,
and akin irrication.

The research scholars
at CERG - Therola
S L

Afer removing any dust
contaminatios

Podor wa Aliarea
several times to ensure

Colotre were fonind to be
100% safe.
~These colours can be

generated in the villages
the S

State.
Moreover, farmers can be
contacted for direct

-+




133 killed in Moscow concert hall

shooting; 11 detained, says Pufin

Tragic blaze: Smoke billows from the burning Crocus City Hall concert venue outside Moscow following
a shooting incident on Friday. REUTERS

Associated Press
MOSCOW

Russian President Vladimir
Putin said on Saturday that
authorities have detained
11 people in the attack on a
suburban Moscow concert
hall that killed at least 133
people.

In an address to the na-
tion, Mr. Putin called it “a
bloody, barbaric terrorist
act” and said all four peo-
ple who were directly in-
volved had been taken into
custody.

The Islamic  State

CM

group’s Afghanistan
branch claimed responsi-
bility for Friday’s attack in
a statement posted on affi-
liated channels on social
media. A U.S. intelligence
official said U.S. agencies
had confirmed that the
group was responsible for
the attack.

Videos posted online
showed gunmen in the ve-
nue shooting civilians at
point-blank range.

The attack, which was
the deadliest in Russia in
years, came just days after
Mr. Putin cemented his

grip on power in an electo-
ral landslide.

Images shared by Rus-
sian state media on Satur-
day showed a fleet of emer-
gency  vehicles  still
gathered outside the ruins
of Crocus City Hall, which
had a maximum capacity
of more than 6,000 peo-
ple. Russian news reports
cited authorities and wit-
nesses as saying the attack-
ers threw explosive devic-
es that started the fire.

KYIV DENIES ROLE
» PAGE 11
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THE GROUP that claimed credit
for the terrorist attack in Moscow
Friday is the Islamic State affiliate
in Afghanistan called Islamic State
Khorasan Province, or ISIS-K.

ISIS-Kwas founded in 2015 by
disaffected members of the
Pakistani Taliban, who then em-
braced a more violent version of
Islam. The group saw its ranks cut
roughly in half, to about 1,500 to
2,000 fighters, by 2021 from a
combinationof US. airstrikesand
Afghan commando raids that
killed many of its leaders.

The group got a dramatic sec-
ond wind soon after the Taliban
toppled the Afghan government

, S T
SIS-K) the breakaway faction of PakCTaliban
that claimed responsibility for Moscow attack

that year. During the U.S. military
withdrawal from the country,
ISIS-K carried out a suicide bomb-
ing at the international airport in
Kabul in August 2021 that killed
13 US. troops and as many as 170
civilians. The attack
raised ISIS-K’s interna-
tional profile, position-
ingitasamajor threatto
the Taliban’s ability to
govern. Since then, the

(=]
L
=
=T
—
o
=
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zon" strikes from a base in the
Persian Gulf against ISISand Qaida
insurgents who threaten the US
and itsinterests overseas. Indeed,
Gen. Michael Kurilla, the head of
the military’s Central Command,
told a House committee
that ISIS-K “retains the
capability and the will to
attack US and Western
® interests abroad in as lit-

tle as sixmonths with lit-

Taliban have been fight- l
ing pitched battles against ISIS-K
in Afghanistan. So far, the Taliban’s
security services have prevented
the group from seizing territory or
recruiting large numbers of for-
mer Taliban fighters.

US President Joe Bidenand his
top commanders have said the US
would carry out “over-the-hori-

tle tonowarning.”

Counterterrorism officials in
Europe say thatin recent months,
they have snuffed out several nas-
cent ISIS-K plots to attack.

In a post on its official
Telegram account in January, ISIS-
Ksaid it was behind abombing at-
tack that killed 84 people in
Kerman, Iran, during a memorial

procession for Gen. Qassem
Soleimani,arevered Iranian com-
mander who was killed in a US
drone strike in 2020.ISIS-K, which
has threatened Iran over what it
says is its polytheism and apos-
tasy, has claimed responsibility for
several attacks there.
. la a target’ =
“ISIS=K+1as been fixated on
Russia for the past twoyears” and
frequently criticises President
Vladimir Putinin its propaganda,
said Colin Clarke, a counterterror-
ism analyst at the Soufan Group,
a security consulting firm based
in New York. “ISIS-K accuses the
Kremlin of having Muslim blood
inits hands, referencing Moscow’s

interventions in Afghanistan,
Chechnya and Syria.” NYT
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6 Kkille:
factory fire near Jaipur

1 injured in chemical

Six people died and one person was injured in a

fire that broke

the -

w©

Navy steps up vigil amid piracy threat

35 pirates brou,;

to land from the

seas have been handed over to the Mumbai

lice: crew of MV Ruen reinstated and the ship has hoisted the

flag of Malta: ‘Operation Sankalp’ in the Gulf of Aden. which involved over 5000 personnel. 21 ships. and 900 hours of flving. completes 100 days

NEW DELHI

he 3S plates who
ehende

brought to Mumbai and

“Operation Sankalp® in the
Gulf of Aden have complet-

ance
Finally,
who will pay that cost? You
and me, the citizens. the

ED
Ben,

s 40
Minister’s residence

h from

seized

The on
owver 240 lakh in cash from the residence of West
(= Sinha in

Bengal
district. The sel

izures were made after a

14-hour-long raid at the Minister's residence in

. The
clarify why the cash was kept at his residence.

Army cancels UCC seminar in

J&K over poll code violation

The Army on

seminar an Uniform Civil Code (UOC at the

Kashmir Universit

after the National Conference sought the
the

y campus in Srinagar, hours

Criicised the move as a
upcoming Lok Sabha election. The Army's
ctled

on ahead of the

anding Penal Gode 05 and the
Queest for Uniform Civil Code” was scheduled
Atarch 26 at the university. An invitation for (he
event was extended by Major General P.B.S.
Lamba, General Officer Commanding
headquarters 31 Sub Area.

Centre issues advisory on

reven hospital fires
As temperatures escalate, the Union Health
Ministry and ND!\IA on Sa issued a joint
v to States %o prevent

1 fires

duri

ng The
Ainistry has directed States/UTs to ensure that all
accredited hospitals within their jurisdiction
Ak

in load and
obtain valid fire NOCs from respective State fire
departments. also been

conduct follow-up review.

States/UTs have

s to e

urged o

nsure
implementation of critical safety measures.

Kumar

SBrought to book: The 35

Saturday and handed over to local police for further legal action as per indian laws. EMMANUAL YOG

from London. The insu-
rance rates have gone up

B
ing £ their ships around the
of

Cape Hope.
During the 100 days of
“Operation Sankal

¢ has

10K, sakd Commodore Sun-
deep Randhawa, from Na-
val Operations, while bries-

ing the media on the
ope! e uous
efforts of the Navy since
Dec r & =
Pl

to 18 Incidents and has
played a pivocal role as the
“First Responder~ in the

ships loyed] and 900
1p", the  hours of flying mar-
it aircraft
o mirean thrmmts in the

ain,~ he said.
In a 40-hour operation,

destroyer INS Kolkata in-
tercepted merchant vessel-
turned pirate vessel Ruern

in the morning of March 15
and forced the surrender

as part of
which was executed LSOO
km away from the Indian
coast.

Ship sanitised
After the seizure of Ruen,
Indian Navy specialists
searched and sanitised the

ship and in ad 0. an as-
sessment ss
and essential re; irs =

the maste:

Ruen were reinstated

board the ship, which re-

wverted to earlier status and

hoisted the flag of Malta~
Navy

feguard it against further
pirate attack, the Navy
added.

ery
materials. “One of

= He

have al en firing mis-
g origin is not
known.

Admiral  Kumar also
drew attention to the cost

the
sasd.
MV Ruen has now pro-
ceeded to the next port of
Salalah (Oman), as decided
by the company, under es-
<coTt of INS Subhadra to sa-

¥ the
atiacker and the defender.

to defend it and shoot it
down, the missile will cost
25-10 crore,” he said.

IMA flags
‘brain drain’ of
specialists to
Britain’s NHS
B.Indu Shajan Perappad:

The Indian Asso-

Toll rises to 20 in hooch
tragedy in Punjab; AAP
govt. comes under fire

clation IMA) has ex-
pressed its displeasure ov-

er what it calls as the | alleged consumption of
“cherry-pick of physi- 1 njab’s
cians from India to All the | Sangrur climbing to 20, the
gaps in the Health < (EC)

Service (NHS) of the United
Kingdom, without offering

on Saturday sowght an im-
mediate report from the

into the tragedy,

erares.

even as the State govern-
ment faced severe criti-
cism ion

parties.
The Chief Electoral Of-

The police

(SAD) chief spokesperson
Arshdeep Singh Kler de-
manded a criminal

employment - | ficer. Punjab has sought an
reer are v re-
the M. re: port and a detailed report

froe the Starste Chilek S
cretary and Director-Gen-
eral of Police (DGP). An of-
ficial statement said (hﬂ.
according to_information
flom Commission
20 persons had
Qied and 20 people were
receiving treatment In va-
in

to young
ded.

ri
and Patiala districts.

Shiromani Akali Dal

against Excise
Minister Harpal Cheema in
m.e Imakies Az ant

was.
)nvlng Said at the time of
the 2020 Tarn Taran
hooch tragedy that the
then  Excise  Minister

ter has not found the time

recone uge quantity of spurics liguor, and
equipment used in its manufacture and labellng =10

fo visit the tragedy-hit fami-
lies. It is condemnable th.

emo and i
Chief Minister Arvind Kejri-
.~ Mr. Kler sasd.

meanwhile, has set up a
four-meml Spe m-
vestigation Team (SIT).
headed by Gurinder S.

tor General of Police.

Activists write to PM
highlighting shortage
of vital anti-TB drugs

NEW DELHL

In a letter to Prime Minis-
ahead

c health experts. TB sur-

Suts that have occurred,-
they added

The National TB Elimi-

n:
an inadequate. and

sensitive TH (DS~ that
“Asm coumsry: With the poorly administered treat-
highest burd ment
losis in the worl e drugresistant strains of
deeply disturbed that India  the disease.
is expe ing stockouts The er pact
of critically requir. se persistent stock-
to weat e ~ outsof anu-TB on
the group said. ple currently undergo-
“Till February 2024, ing treatment, leading to a
[thesel — 4FDCIst  situation of treatment in-
line DSTB-IP(Adult) sonia-  terruption and a very high
zid, risk o resis-
Ethambutol, tance. This also
3FDCst  line DSTB-CP  treatment outcomes and
tAduln P burden

<
<in, and Ethambutol — are
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Pak. using terror as part of
statecraft, says Jaishankar

Press Trust of India
SINGAPORE

Exrernal Affairs Minister S.
3

in homage: External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankas pays tribute to =

hood.” he said in response
to a question on Indsa’s tes
with Pakistan.

Underlining that Pakis-
tan has been sponsoring
terrorism against India, Mr.

d hank who is
DIFFICULTY RATING: Wr ilr ST STy ona lhleeday nm to Sin-
ution to yesterday s oku Bapore made se  re-
BIal6 "2"7""95": T Eairics Auring & QEA I
73 held post his lecture ses-
152 6|3 7 4 sion on his Bha-
39 7 426 rat Matters at the Institute
218 517 3 of South n  Studi
7 65 28 49 ASAS) Universi-
439 8i5 2 ty of Singapore (NUS).
16 83 719 ey COUREE Y W
571 ‘Sas = stable n hood.... if
312418571657 poues e o
quiet neighbour-
% D ]

ed, =
you deal with a neighbour
who does not hide the fact
that they use terrorism as
an imstrument of state-
craft?” “It's not a one-off

of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose in Singapare. PT1

we have to find a way of ad-
(the that

‘Election time in Bengal now
not that different from 70s’

XOLKATA
Eminent Bengali writer
Amar Mitra, who recently

Amar Mitra

Indira Gandhi or Indrajit
Gupta. These days, leade:

Most leaders do not even
know Khelr country an.
~ said Mr. M-

the gets
us nowhere, it only mvites
more trouble.” he said.
In India now, “the mood
t to owverlook terro-
jaishankar sasd.

Taa
|

ten to election s s,
1 did once upon a
time. had lead-

when
ers like Hiren Mukherjee or

tra, 72, a recipient of sever-
al honours including the O.
Henry Award and Sahitya
Akademi Award.

Mr. Mitra received the
1919-founded ©. Henry

e

r¥ published in 1

Fir: Afira whate CGacmbu
ro Qlates titled The Ofd Adar
of Kuswmpur in English)
whe:

exp.
employee of West Bengal's
Land Reforms Depart-
ment. The story is about a
man’s journey to a remote
village to meet a saintdy -

life's prob : as he

the arduous jour-
ney. people he encounters
along the way tell him their

to present their case to the
©oid man.

Amx
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Navy steps up vigil amid piracy threat

35 pirates brought to land from the high seas have been handed over to the Mumbai police; crew of MV Ruen reinstated and the ship has hoisted the

flag of Malta; ‘Operation Sankalp’ in the Gulf of Aden, which involved over 5000 personnel, 21 ships, and 900 hours of flying, completes 100 days

Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

he 35 pirates who
T were apprehended

from pirate vessel
Ruen during a 40-hour op-
eration last week were
brought to Mumbai and
handed over to the police
for prosecution, the Indian
Navy said on Saturday. It al-
so announced that the Na-
vy’s maritime security op-

erath e aegis of
»~Operation S p’ in the
G ave complet-

ed 100 days.

“If there is disorder at
sea caused by pirates,
Houthis or whoever, trade
gets disrupted. Then it has
to come all around Africa
through the Cape of Good
Hope and the insurance
rates will go up. Finally,
who will pay that cost? You
and me, the citizens, the
common man. Therefore,
our effort is to ensure that
our trade continues safely
and we get what we want at
the price we are supposed
to get and not.at 3 higher

prig€;” Chief of Navdl Staff
Adrgiral R. Hari
said ‘addressifigf a press
conference. “We are the
largest resident naval pow-
er in the Indian Ocean. The

ocean is named after India

-

-

Brought to book: The 35 apprehended pirates were deboarded from INS Kolkata in Mumbai on

Saturday and handed over to local police for further legal action as per Indian laws. EMMANUAL YOGINI

and I think it is Bharti Nau-
sena’s [Indian Navy] res-
ponsibility to ensure that
Indian Ocean Region [IOR]
remains safe, secure, and
stable. We will ensure that
it is free, open, inclusive
and a rules-based order is
maintained.”

On the impact of the
Red Sea crisis, Admiral Ku-
mar said the High Risk
Area (HRA) is already back
in many ways and some
notifications have already
been issued by agencies

from London. The insu-
rance rates have gone up
“by almost 35% to 40% and
container costs have gone
up from $500 to $2,000-
plus”, he said and almost
40% to 50% of the compa-
nies have started re-rout-
ing their ships around the
Cape of Good Hope.
During the 100 days of
‘Operation Sankalp’, the
Indian Navy has responded
to 18 incidents and has
played a pivotal role as the
“First Responder” in the

IOR, said Commodore Sun-
deep Randhawa, from Na-
val Operations, while brief-
ing the media on the
operation. “The arduous
efforts of the Navy since
December involved de-
ployment of over 5,000
personnel at sea, over 450
ship days [with over 21
ships deployed] and 900
hours of flying by the mar-
itime surveillance aircraft
to address threats in the
maritime domain,” he said.

In a 40-hour operation,

destroyer INS Kolkata in-
tercepted merchant vessel-
turned pirate vessel Ruen
in the morning of March 15
and forced the surrender
of 35 pirates and freed 17
crew members of the ves-
sel. An Indian Air Force
(IAF) C-17 transport aircraft
airdropped marine com-
mandos and combat boats
as part of the mission,
which was executed 2,600
km away from the Indian
coast.

Ship sanitised
After-titeSeizure of Ruen,

Indian Navy specialists
searched and sanitised the
ship and in addition, an as-
sessment of seaworthiness
and essential repairs were
undertaken by naval tech-
nical team for making the
ship fit for further voyage,
the Navy said. “On request
from the ship’s original
company, Navibulgar, and
the master, the crew of MV
Ruen were reinstated on
board the ship, which re-
verted to earlier status and
hoisted the flag of Malta,”
the Navy spokesperson
said.

MV Ruen has now pro-
ceeded to the next port of
Salalah (Oman), as decided
by the company, under es-
cort of INS Subhadra to sa-

feguard it against furth
pirate attack, the N
added.

To questions on the ori-
gin of the drones and bal-
listic missiles being fired by,
the Houthi rebels targeti
commercial shipping, the
Navy Chief said it was not
known if they were being
assisted by another coun-
try. He said the drones
could be assembled from
commercially  available
materials. “One of the
drones that we recovered
from one of the merchant
ships had the capability to
travel 1,600 kilometres and
it was made of plywood
and other basic material. It
had a four-stroke moped
engine, very basic, elemen-
tary electronics, PCB [prin-
ter circuit board] on board.
So it is not a very compli-
cated thing and it’s made
probably even locally.” He
further stated that Houthis
have also been firing mis-
siles but their origin is not
known.

Admiral Kumar also
drew attention to the cost
asymmetry between the
attacker and the defender.
“For example, you make a
drone for ¥10-20 lakh and
to defend it and shoot it
down, the missile will cost
¥5-10 crore,” he said.




Swachata Badhao,Tandrusti Badh

Slim h id e -Badi Todfod + Deewaar Ko Leakage

that Choose U‘
How advertisi
Inclia has seen a v 1\1“
shift in the narrativ
FOUR-PAGE PULLOU

After incentive
for Tests, BCCI

Ranji players

DEVENDRA PANDEY
MUMBAI MARCH 23

WEEKS AFTER it decided to in-
crease the payments to Tes:
s, Boar

players picking the c.
Endian Premier Leagise (IPL) over

0 give more importance
Badl crichoes. 4 BOCI offcial cosd
The Indian

Express.
Under the Test Cricket

The.
leaders.

rebeis with Union Minister Anurag Thalur
Ram Thakur and Arun Singh in Delhi_froves X

CONCERTHALLATTACK TOLLI33, ALLA4GL

REBUTS RUSSIA CHARGE

Aday after the blast.

the Crocus City

Moscow massacre: ISIS-K claims it
did it, Russia pursues Ukraine ‘link’

Pre st des  Sviadinie. Patn
GUY FAUL ack down and pi
ALEX fn .

TREVELYAN Militant Islamist _group
MOSCOW. LONDON. MARCH 23 Eslamsc claimed res, i

RUSSIA SAID Saturday it had ar-
rested all four gunmen sus-
pected of carrying out a shoot-
ing massacre in 2 concert hall
near Moscow — the deadiest
terror attack in a decade —

and B3¢
hamna

After cross-voting in RS

ca
NEW DELHL MARCH 23

IN A boost for the BJP ahead of

s Barak Vall

LIKE Assany
its Bengali-speaking

elections, 6 Cong MI.ASs,
3 Independents join BJP

the Congress rebels

sZovernment Himachal

by

bility for Friday's rampage but
there were indications thac

pursting a Ukeainian
link, despite emphatic denials
from Uscr. focs

are all foreign citizens, Russia's
said

nad anyThing 1o do with i
The four

DAY AFTEREDGETSCUSTODY UNTIL MARCH 28

Will be back soon... don’t
hate BJP for this: Wife
reads Kejriwal message

Delhi CM moves HC against arrest; no
one has sympathy for him, says BJP

D Raja and other CP1 leaders with Arvind Kejrival's wife. Sunita

Warning
from

® Washington

confirmed
e e s

Fa

JATIN ANAND
NEW/ DELHLMARCH 23

SEEKENG BLESSINGS for her hass—
Band and asking the people to

oFFcIALS
the 515 ciatm
behina

artack. A fortnight ago.

was planning
on Moscow

isstaed 2 wasni

an artack
had

i

PREMIER B-SCHOOLS SAY THEY ARE WORKING ON DIVERSITY
Changing IIM: Over 2 decades,
more women; engineers still

dominate but their share dips

Share of women doubles in 5 of the old IIMs; at Ahmedabad,
a third of 2022-24 batch non-engineers, was 5% adecade ago

YOUR RIGHT
TO KNOW
an EXPRESS rRTI
APPLICATION

RITU SHARMA
AHMEDABAD. NEW DELHS
MARCH 23

TRADITIONALLY DOMINATED

Pradesh. led by Chief
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu, but
will also ensure that the state

by  gradu-
e Ranota Ol Tl e/
premier business schools. the
o .

(IBMVEs), are changing with a

Encrease in women's ersollment

last maonth,
Mahajan had woen the lone Ra
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

stven way 1o apprehension.
Marua community
le.\ders have isssed statements
1 thes members to wait (i

lhe elecnnns are over. and
<o 300 over the papers to be
Sabmatred & sorted. BP leaders
ached ous to Deths savirg

of over the Last two

es.
From 13% of the intake 20

CAA: Initial euphoria fades,

emnment notified the rules oaly

on March 11. days ahead of the

announcement of the Lok Sabha
schedule.

With the BP hoping to cash
in on the Matua vote in Bengal,
which is among the high-price-
fry stases for the BJF: Trinamool
and Chief

o
Algn.\nuun ar
Ana

Bangiadesh are not rushing to
register under the Citizenship
(Amendment) Act. in the Mat
Commenity in West Bengal. the
mitial euphoria over the imple-
e legsslanion

Are making
frantic calls to relatives back in
arch

Neinber Maracs Bancefoe was

mong the first to caution the
Matuas not to apply undes
the CAA

1 will be happy if anyone get

for the papers they mighs need.
Having passed the CAA in
2019, the Narendra Modi gov-

but the BJF is fookng.

INCREASING GENDER DIVERSITY AT liMs
.

years ago, women students now
lmosz 2 third (31%) of

srudents from

“Approsamate

0 66% now.

e et Delba Chict Namice:
Arvind Kefjiwal's wife Sunita
weens public to convey the Aam

WHAT E

Aademi Party (AAP) chéef's “mes-
sage from prison” in a video
Saturday.

the

wwhite,
Delhi High Court on
Saturday.

challenging his arrest
= Acc to sources.
matter is unlikely to be heasd
before March 27. when the HC
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

DATA,.ED

Berlin flags due
process, Delhi
protests: ‘Do
not interfere’

SHUBHAJITROY
NEW DELHLMARCH 23

ana
The Standards relating o inde
pendence of
Semocratic p
appled.
Responding to this, Indi
summoned the German deput
hict of mtassan i Mew Deml o
Saturday and lodged a stron
protest against the Germa
Foreign Ministry’s remarks o
ar's -.

sary and bass
nciples will b

s the third face-off be
tween the German Foreig
Minstry and the MEA in the Las

TINUED ON PAGE.

REVEAL

Aurobindo donated to BRS, TDP, BJP
pre-director’s arrest; only to BJP after

KAUNAIN SHERIFF M&
ANONNADUTT

NEW/ DELHL MARCH 23

AFRE 2021 OCTOBER 2022
Aurobdo Pharma

- - purchizes  apmu 2s.2023
SCRUTEINY Reddy secords key
Dircomarsremand spphaaion | emmmrasame o 0 oot emceting Delied
seeking custody of Deihi Chief . oy M Arvind
NovEnsseR

e e oo PSacath Chandra. Jure 1. 2023
poSe t pusc Asmrobindo’s mon-cxeastive Red. rhs approver
Rirobindo Pharrha reveals: 1 Ay Eh e
purchases made before the ar- excise policy case

= NOvEMBER 8. 2023
restof the by 15, 2002 =
the ED. fhed by malt-

ple political pasties TDP
and BJP and &) prrchases —

NOVEMBER 17. 2023

oED.
20 ourming an appeover wes
CONTINGED ON PAGE =

‘Cash-for-query’ case: CBI searches
premises llnked to Mahua Moitra

CBI on Saturday conducted

KUl
NEW DELHL KOLKATA

make up The fndian Express analysed
the suderss at the first genera-  admissiondata.obeained undes  MARCH23
tion HMs Also, while siudents  the Right o Infarmation Act. of
m engineering backgrounds  the flagship DWwo-year postgr. Dars it registered an FIR
they PCP) at Itnslx against  former Trinamool
decade xgo conT < Mahua Mosra, the

Lokpal ordered a formal inveszi
Zation in the case and told th

— I
cations in West incon-
necilom weichy che alieged cast-

fce-gruiery case. Sources said the
SiEsy

copy of s re
Post within sox montss.

“The CBI came hoerse & to iy
efection offices today. Were ver
polit. i

©vber security experts.
The CBI an FIR on
Thursday. two days after the

Moitra posted on "X at night.
Aoitra has been ac
TINUED ON PAGE:

Matua leaders tell commmunity not to apply vet

TR e SAmG=a

people.” she said.
one spolies for citizenship. they

rulesonMatd-ll in North 24 Parganas district_ s

After this. the NRC (National
Citizers ) will be im

Endlia in Febr and my
mmother came two months lager.
o antic

They do ve them.™
Stijan Fakdar (32). 3 resident of
wihhocame 1o India from

Barisal province in Bangladesh.
Haldar adds: "My famsly and

1 will noe apply right nows. there
wwered que:

be valid? Will my sraduation
cerificate be
s yer ol stane gevern-
yee wi

™ 2na
firss push through an earthen.

Black round pot. i the pot is nc

organi
saton of the community i
Bengal saxd the CAA rules noti
fied recently need rectificatior
and that community member
Who wanttoapply undes the CA

Shoeld weast till the formation of

mew sovernment at the Centre.
12 Maha senes:

se(rel.\ry Asatitosh matdy

told The Indian Express
TINUED OM PAGE !



@ INDIA SUPPORTS BHUTAN IN HEALTHCARE

Modi unveils India-funded hospital

150-bed hospit
built at a cost
of I141crore

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Thimphu, March 23

PRIME MINISTER NARENDRA
Modi and his Bhutanese coun-
terpart Tshering Tobgay on Sat-
urday inaugurated a hospital
built with Indian assistance
which will offer quality health-
careforwomenand childrenand
be a shining example of India-
Bhutan development coopera-
tion.The Gyaltsuen Jetsun Pema
Wangchuk Mother and Child
Hospital is_a State-of-the-art
150-bedded facility that has
been built with the assistance of

Prime Minister Narendra Modi anc
counterpart Tshering Tobgay at the Gyaltsuen Jetsun Pema
Mother and Child Hospital in Thimphu PTI

the Government of India in
Thimphu. “Inaugurated the
Gyaltsuen  Jetsun  Pema
Wangchuck Mother and Child

is Bhutanese

Hospital, which stands as a bea-
con of hope for several families,
offering quality healthcare,”
Modi posted onX.

He said the new facility
embodiesacommitment tonur-
turing a healthy future genera-
tion.“A boost to partnership in
healthcare.PM @narendramodi
together with PM @tsheringto-
bgay of Bhutan inaugurated the
Gyaltsuen Jetsun Pema Mother
and Child Hospital in Thimphu.

The state-of-the-art hospital
is a shining example of India-
Bhutan development coopera-
tion,” external affairs ministry
spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal
saidina post onX.India has sup-
ported the development of the
hospital in two phases. The first
phase was constructed at a cost
0f%22 croreand hasbeen opera-
tional since 2019.The construc-
tion of the second phase was
taken up in 2019, as part of the
12th Five Year Plan at a cost of

%119 crore,and was completed
recently,the Ministry of External
Affairs said in a press release. It
said that the newly constructed
hospital would add value to the
quality of mother and child
health services in Bhutan. The
new facility will house state-of-
the-art facilities for Pediatrics,
Gynaecology and Obstetrics,
Anesthesiology, Operation The-
atre,Neonatal Intensive Careand
Pediatric Intensive Care.

“The Hospital stands as a
shiningexample of India-Bhutan
partnership in health care,” it
added.“Bhutan has been receiv-
ing alot of support from India,
especially in the health sector,
starting from the three referral
hospitals and also other health
facilities,” Bhutan health minis-
terTandin Wangchuk told PTL.
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It’s official: ‘Statio Shiv Shakti’ approved
as name of Chandrayaan-3 landing site

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The International Astro-
nomical Union (IAU) work-
ing group for Planetary
System Nomenclature has
approved the name “Statio
Shiv Shakti” for the landing
site of Chandrayaan-3’s
Vikram lander. The appro-
val was given on March 19.

Planetary = nomencla-
ture, like terrestrial no-
menclature, is used to un-
iquely identify a feature on
the surface of a planet or
satellite so that it can be ea-
sily located, described,
and discussed.

The Gazetteer of Plane-
tary Nomenclature “con-
tains detailed information
about all names of topo-
graphic and albedo fea-

clicked by a navigation camera onboard the Pragyan rover. ISRO

tures on planets and satel-
lites [and some planetary
ring and ring-gap systems]
that the IAU has named
and approved from its
founding in 1919 through
the present time”.

The IAU is the interna-
tionally recognised author-

ity for assigning names to
planetary surface features.
It follows some rules and
conventions to do so.

The IAU’s Rule 9 states:
“No names having politi-
cal, military or religious
significance may be used,
except for names of politi-

cal figures prior to the 19th
century.” The citation in
the gazetteer for the name
of the landing site of the
Vikram lander reads:
“Compound word from In-
dian mythology that dep-
icts the masculine [“Shi-

va”] and feminine
I"SEal_ui"] duality  of
nature.”

On August 26, 2023,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi announced that the
point where the moon lan-
der of Chandrayaan-3
touched down would be
called “Shiv Shakti”.

“In Shiv, there is a reso-
lution for the welfare of hu-
manity and Shakti gives us
the strength to fulfil those
resolutions,” Mr. Modi had
said while announcing the
name.
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Can ‘good sounds’ help coral
islands recover from bleaching?

global warming caused by the extraction
of coal and oil, which have been
underground for millennia, and burning
them for industrial and non-industrial

we: 3 ther is the destruc

coral reefs. India’s Lakshadweep islands
for e istands formed on such
reefs.

of the effects
Many coral islands 1

availability of calcium minerals that the
corals need to build and repair their
exoskel

etons.
In many parts of the world, coral reefs
was

n 2005 due to a large-scale
Dleathing event after warm waters
around the Virgin Islands and Puerto Rico
Whe:

1 by people.
these coral reefs will

facing the threat of subme: e and
have articulated their concerns at
climate

. Thed:
submengence is a cercainty now: the only
a ppen.

le aml their destruction will naturally affect the

Staghcen corals seen in the waters off Man Nai lsland, near Rayong province, Thaiand nFebruxry sEuTERS

ofburning fossil fuels at lasge.
ke o

Global warming has many
consequences, including rising sea
levels and changes in the frequency of
extreme weather. Another is the
destruction of coral recfs

number of genetically identical polyps.
Each polyp Is a sac-like animal, usually a
few millimeters wide and a few
centimeters tall. It has a set of tentacles

axiomatically, any chance of saving the
corals can and does become a source of

It is against this background that about

collated satellite data of the region fro:
The previous 20 years, they were able to
confirm that the 2005 event exerted more
thermal stress than those in the previous
20 years combined.

A source of hope
‘The Great Barrier Reef in Australia is the
coral reef in the world.
many people there protested strongly
against a plan to open a new coal mine
because were worried about the
survival of the reef - not because the mine
would directly affect the reef but because

000 in New Orleans,
In the USS... in February this year for the
American Geophysical Union’s biennial
“Ocean Sciences’ nwedns Here, Amy
Apprill, 2 sclentist at the Woods Hole

are being and,

a mouth-like opening. Polyps

3 llﬂm

soun. y < cted a series of field
studies in the Virgin islands of the US.,
where they fied the sectlement

ferent breeding strategies.

They found that in degraded coral
reefs, the settlement rate increased when
such sounds were played (using a novel

system). They also

played
[-lnnlly.kwculdbeanmlmmd\nxk
the have solved the reef

they like to
polyp also sheds

Every an
at is bottom and over many generations
this to

posed by climate

form a large structure up to several
metres wide. The

Thves around this serachure. & coral seef s

formed when a large number of polyps

collects in this way. Polyps use sound to
with

each other. Naturally,

St e hdlies coral rects, provided
information about a study she had been
part of.

The coral polyps
To understand this study, we need to first
rstand what a coral reef is. Coral
reefs are built by an organism called a
polyp. A coral group is a colony of a large

the sound of a heakthy colony will differ
from that of an unhealthy colony. Dr.

Apprill and her team used this distinction
in their new study.

The sound of a health col.onv

set
Whether a degraded reef could be
enriched by replaying healthy reef

which the sound has to be played and if
there are any other parameters to
controlled.

In sum, new smdy is just a pointer,
even if also a positive
V. Sasi Kumar is a sclentist Sormerly ar
the Centre. for Earth Science Studies,
Thiruvananthapuram.y

Coral= hawe a symbictic
refationship with algae calied
zooxanthellae. When the

Thiz event i= calied me.xm\g
-

Coral reefs are dying due to
warming. The US. lost half its

thermal stress than those in
the previous 20 years
com!

In degraded corat reets,
t rate increased

speaker, indicating the im@act
of the sounds played
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Abel Prize: a Nobel for mathematicians

Vasudevan Mukunth

The Abel Prize for 2024 has been
awarded to French mathematician
Michael Talagrand for “contributions
to probability theory and functional
analysis, with outstanding
applications in mathematical physics
and statistics”.

Every year, the King of Norway
awards the Abel Prize to at least one
scholar who has made a significant
contribution to mathematics. The
Government of Norway has been
presenting the prize since 2003, and
has modelled it after the Nobel Prizes,
awarded in neighbouring Sweden,
including a cash prize of 9 million
Norwegian kroner (approximately Rs 7
crore) for the laureates.

This said, the idea for the prize was
first floated back in 1899, after the
Norwegian mathematician Marius
Sophus Lie found out that Alfred
Nobel’s will didn’t include a prize for
mathematics. The year 1899 was also
the birth centenary of Niels Hendrik
Abel, a famous Norwegian
mathematician after whom the prize
came to be named. The Abel
Committee selects each year’s
winners.

Dr. Talagrand’s work in particular has
been credited with “making random
processes more predictable,” as one
Nature article put it. According to his
biography on the Abel Prize website,
Dr. Talagrand couldn’t see in one eye
as the result of a genetic condition. A

decade later, when he developed trouble

in his other eye, he became scared and
studied hard at school, eventually
discovering his knack for mathematics.

French mathematician Michel Talagrand who has
won the Abel Prize for Mathematics. He is an expert
on probability theory and functional analysis. AFP
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The Poza de la Becerra, a geological anomaly in the Cuatro Cienegas wetland in the Chihuahuan Desert, in Mexico. The 170 cactus-ringed pools contain important species of fish,
snails, turtles, bacteria, and unique living rock structures that offer important clues to life on the earth millions of years ago. However, water is rapidly draining from the wetland.
REUTERS
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The right diagnosis for tuberculosis Things fall apart: can AAP hold?
Kejriwals arrest has put the AAP in a difficult ition and the C ina v
uberculosis, com: of screening patients: India nasopharyngeal swabs was
TB, is a regularly conducts active introduced in the form of simpler
ich

health targets of the United
Nations® Sustainable Development
Goals. Last year, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said that I!)dla is
working towards eliminating

Tt yenis Ahead of the Flobal 2030
target. This is an ambitious time

18% during the same
period. keeping in line with the
global tr

The weakest

patients were with TB
in 2022; yet there remai: a
£ap of some 3 ple

So, hawdowem.dn:’w«an
detect it largely by leveraging and

We can detect

proc ady place, as well
as by quickly deploying newer
pr technologi ake

diagnosis as dose to the point of
care as possible_
Take, for instance, the first step

in place. as well
Ky

as by q y
deploying newer
proven

case-finding drives across the
country. But it will be useful to
reassess the

in place. A recent Lancet study as
well as the Indian Council of
edical

for newer technologies and
tw©

that in many cases, despite not
an

Other collection techni,

people may have infectious T8
and may even be transmitting it.

extracted b:

STATE OF PLAY

. deobhamgene hisdu co.in

olitics in the national

capital has come a full

circle with the arrest
of Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal on corruption charg-
es by the Enforcement Direc-
torate (ED). Mr. Kejriwal, who
rose to power a decade ago by

'y
swab in the oral cavity. This
r poine-of- cesting
abiities and also reduces the costs

is imperative to Gerece TB  bacteria
in the parient with absolu

general po;
effectively. This is 2 rapid test
which is easily performed. It can
help in screening for both

yTB

extrzpuln:onau') s (o:gans other
than the
The TB diagnostics pipeline is
rich with several new innovative
tests on the anvil. to

er corruption against the Con-

ss. particularly former
Delhi Chief Minister Sheila
Dikshit, now finds =

“kattar imandar” (very hon- | sonSandeep

est) creden and that too
from prison.

uneasy al
While Mr. Kejriwal’s Aam Aad
mi Party ) faces its big-

Dethi

s a mant op-
cks ov- | ponent in the form of the Bha-
ratlya Janata Party (8IP).
night of March 21,

when the ED whisked altiance sayl

Mr. Kejriwal from outside his | ro” and expressed confidence
residence, it was Ms. Dikshit's
Dikshit, a vocifer-
ous critic of Mr. Kejriwal, who

up
by the Congress. In 2022, Ch. | Jain, and
Anil as 1

dence against her. No one has
seen the ‘trunk’ so far™

parties that they will
« the “alliance dharma”
and put aside their differen:

away

office a day aft

Mr. KeJriwal was jubilant with

leaders saying corruption has
sl Mr.

Kejriwal,
his former Deputy Chief Mi-
nister Manish Sisodia, former
Health Minister Satyendar

context,

limited due to their high costs and

e truly reach the last mile.

testing and
is imperative. The good news is we
already have a diagnastic

issues with that is
a large number of existing forward-looking. We need to
simply
testing are reliant on and be more

collection and testing, This comes
with its own challenges. First, it
may not be as easy for everyone,
especially young children, to
produce sputum. Second,
transportation, especially in
remote and hilly districts, remains
3 challenge. Duting the GOVID19

pro,
Seploying new wehnologies. We
need to ensure that n

nd

rolled our faster and build

major contribution to India’s T8
drivy

when an w

e

dian National Developmental
Inclusive

Alliance (INDLA) bloc | ruption

them have been reiterating
that M. Kejriwal will continue

be the Chief Minster even i
heumjau The Congress is
yet to announce its candidates
Tor its three seats. Meetings on

aveat, Cotgreas loader ‘s | Iy both Gese partios
parties are rivals former India Pra- | ing to tackle the elections are
Fonia, for Instance, the AAP | nab " Musherfee's danginer | vei & on
and Congress have chosen to | Sharmistha Mukherjee p March 31, the AAP, Congress,

fight it alone; this is where the
AAP came to power defeating
the Congress in 2022. While
the cadve of both the parties | gang

are still awaiting instructions | making [the]

from their leadership on how

they plan to support each oth-
er after being bitter rivals for
so many years, the factor that

and other n parties

are scheduled to hold a rally at

Ramlila Mai against Mr.

were responsible for | Kej - Mr. Kejriwal,
most irresponsi- | who has often publicly called

will be present at the rally
“corrupt™, will find solace in
seeing them show up for him.

Charting women’s trajectory in parliaments globally

The Hindu Data Team

he year 20041 being
hailed as the biggest
for democracy. with 45%

having already
thus becomes. ll:nperauve to assess
how women are in

mocracy
firss saw

politics and and leadership roles.
Women's representation in pol-
ical mptiovas bpurermed] T i Nk
ler ha.lf n the 20¢h century, with
t progress made in many
nations i securing voting ngms
and parliamentary seats, and in
climbing to the highest political of-
fices. er, this has been un-
svens - And - desplin  sbassntial
gains, ue to consti-
tute a mlnorl(y in most liamen-
tary bodies and are rarely seen in
top political leadership positions.
Data compiled by political
scientist Svend-Erik Skaaning and
colleagues show that until the
midiSth century. universal suf-

wy’s
cupled by women

(Chart
the larter half of the 20th century

frage wa: ly

both ma and women across dle

world (m.-n - However, a stark
as men

gl g ‘granted
voting rights while wamen were
excluded. New Zealand broke this

suf-

Three countries, there are no wo.

man (Chart 3). The chart shows

!he share of seats in the lower or
the

women enter parliament
in 1907; nearly 10% of the co
¥ seats were oc-

2). But

o unmsersal
razht 40 vote.

Unequal and uneven
representation

Chart 13 The chart shows the
"eht to vote. Figures in 3%

Unhversat righe to
R e bor men onky

of countries with

100

2022

or less

Chart 2: The chart shows the share of seats in the lower o
single chamber of the legisiature held by women aver teme

The charts were sourced fro, 3
Data's article titled “Women Haffo made major
advances in politics — but thellbortd is still far
from equat™.

Mo women
Lems thee
105 moen

pattern
fraga m women in 1893

P between male and fe-
mate’ * political

held bywornen as of 2022
ile women's representation
is so is

- mm ome-10%
e

shows the
share of countries where both
cm

their representation in a l:uun(ry‘:
Data from

has been a slight increase in the

¥

e tase

three decades. However,

the share of countries where wo-
man occupy the post of chief exec-
utive is still less than 1

Chart 3: The chart shows the p
chamiser of the legizlature held by women 2= of 2022

of saaas i the lawer or single

10%-20% = 20%30% mEm 30%-40%

Chart 4: Share of countries by gender of
the chief executive

100
Man is chef

FROM THE ARCHIVES
@ he 30078 Windn.
FIFTY YEARS AGO MARCH 25, 1974

Rebel troops’ b1d to
overthrow Amin fails

Kampala, March 24: Rebel troops to-day
to have lost a

ortar
battle to overthrow General Idi Amin’s military
regim, L

had fled. But a news driving
an open, unescorted jeep along pala’s main
street al ) ds were in the
Jeep with %

were back to normal. The

with his com they kill him or
dismiss him, rather than “keep the good people
of Kampala up all Bight runnihg around."

A MUNDRED VEARS AGO MARCH 25, 1924

Compulsory elementary
education

A ladies meeting: A large number of ladies met
at Madras Hindu Sec School
Washermanpet on Friday last and passed
suppon of the introduction of Free
and C for boys
and glrls in the cuy of Mad.rax Miss Jabagnanam
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The charts were sourced from Our World in

Data’s article titled “Women have made major
advances in politics — but the world is still far
from equal”.

Unequal and uneven

,gj\

Chart 1: The chart shows the share of countries with Chart 2: The chart shows the share ofseetsTrrtfretoer or
universal right to vote. Figures in % single chamber of the legislature held by women over time
" V10 - 100
No universal No women
right to vote
80
60 60
40 ( | 40
- " niversa
nifersal right to |
right to vote
20 vote for men onl T 20 30% - 40%
women
. 40% - 50%
0/\ 0 50% or
1789 2022 1900




Chart 3: The chart shows the percentage of seats in the lower or single
chamber of the legislature held by women as of 2022

Bl 0% Il 0%-10% 10%~R0% = 20%-30% I 30%-40%
40%-50% E>50% (. \oP°)
- 7 ™

PG" by N %D

Chart 4: Share of countries by gender of
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Will consider
restoring trade
ties with India:
Pak Foreign
Minister Dar

Pak Foreign
Minister

Ishaq Dar

SAJIAD HUSSAIN
ISLAMASAD, MARCH 24
WILL ~serion

PAXISTAN
Sidier restoring trade ties with
india that resr s

said. indicating a potential
shift in diplomatic stance to-
ard: ing naton.
Dar made these remnarks dus-
g a press o mﬂhlamcemlmmn
Sollowing reici)
Nu-.leal Ene'gy Summit in
Brus: o

Geo report
He highlighted the exgerness.
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Pradhan, Prasad, Kangana, ex-HC judge
in latest BJP LS list; Varun, VK Singh out

Naveen Jindal
among 3 handed
tickets the day
they joined party

LIZ MATHEW
NEW DELHL MARCH 24

hasmendra

An nes
N Kiran Kumar Reddy. actor
. former

>

B ¥
- S _8
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Industrialist Naveen Jindal at the BJ office in Delhi. Sunday. 77 apart from Jindal. others in

Shanicar P

shortly before he joined the BJP
Sunday. has been fielded from
Kurukshetra. Two others who
joined the party Sunday an
e been handed Lok Sabha
tickets are Haryana minsstes and

MLA Rangit Singh

HoLt Wi1TH FORCES

akistan's busi-
s community to resume
ith India

quoted as saying by the Express

Tribene news;

Pakistan downgl.\ded sts
i New Delhi

ab-
rogated Articie 370 of the
CONTINUED ONPAGE 2
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an independent: in Uttara
Kannada. MP Anantkumar
Hegde. whose controversial
Statemnents kicked up 2 row. has

opped: in Meerut. vet-
e tealky Raendra AGrawal

serial
Agana Ranasut will be the
BJP face from Mandi_ for long
considered a Congress bastion in

BIF aartior
the

rey ticket from Tamiuk con-
stituency West Bengal_

Kerals BJP president K
Surendran will be the paty cands-

e S MLA and forreer UP min
(Ster ADl Gars: in PHlibhiE, MP
arun Gandhi makes w

minister Jitin Prasada — there is
bezz that Varun may contest as

InLeh on Stmday Siogiwes caflermmpposed tovisk soldiers
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26 firms facing agencies’ heat bought
bonds, 16 of them after knock on door

Bonds worth ¥5,179 cr bought by the 26 firms: BJP got 37%, TMC 18%, Cong 12%

ANJISHNUDAS
NEW DELHL MARCH 24

OF 26 that bought

THE WORLD

PAGE1
ANCHOR

SHAJU PHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM
MARCH 2.

IS

MALAYALAM  novel

Sorm. In bundseds.
his readers praise the horror
novel

the electoral bonds and have

faced action by lavestigative

agendies. Sopolisical
afte

EXPRESS NETWORK
MEGHA ENGG TOP

FRy came wader the radarof
these agencies. Further, the do-
nations of another six compa-
nies sumped afuce these speadics
acking down on them.
A scruting of the 26 compa-
rxies by The 1 Express reveals
the parties that benefited in-
the BJP. which rules at the
Centre. and & Zot 37.34% of the
bonds purchased com-
panies. and other ruling parties

Horror novel,

where his serialised novel began

appearing from October 2018.

The story had all the ingredients

©f a hit borror flick — revenge.
ghost

in states like the TMC got 1S.29%
DMK 11.35%, BJD 448% and BRS
859% The Cor

100 crove each.
For instance. the top donor
e Gaenlo: ownedtytomery
S Santiago Mt ok -
O oa sinake clecue bond —

Iacndering
the Coir

crore) But after it faced central

action, it bonds worth Rs.

355 crore. including Rs 175 crore
Rs 6

A closer look at the top nine

companies. which donated

more than Rs 100 crore each
e s

of the DMK, the ruling party in
Tamil Nadu, and Rs 542 crore to
the TMC.

ngress.
in theee states. got 11975

verall. between Apeil 2019
ana ® February 2024. these 26
companies bought Rs 700.65
crore in_ s before facing

BJP g0e Rs 100 croce.

1n the case of Haldia Energy.
s puschase of poll bonds surged
6-503d in val e after it Came into
the central sgencies radar The
22 crove

agencic
Crore after Ten of these compa-
ed 2 toal of At keast Rs

(27) from Kattappana town in
Kezala's Idusd distrsct during an
attempeed robbery at an auto-
mobile workshop.

However. the writer, 2 self-

murders spanning over exght
years in a case that polic
bled upon during an investiga-

ton nto a £ s
ns revealed a twisted tale

police came across evidence
two murders that

allegedly
theesh's. and Vishaur's father

NG Viayan (65
It stacted with the police’s
search of the rented house that
ukada

self on the multilingual digital
platform Pratilips.

was arrested in the earl
of March 2 along with Vishnu

Inscpares—  that had uncanny similarities  thetwo lved in

and ul ol novel. village under xamn.)m pan-

Nitheean PR (31) has ga g.u- Also as townto
him- ical he

kepe. Dusing the search. the po-

Rs
weorth poll bords in favour of the
BIP (Rs 16 crore) and TMC (Rs &

- -

Future Gaming and
Hotel Services Pvt Ltd

(RS 154 croce) BJP (RS 100 croce).
SOcrore). SKM(Rs
et D (a5 eroec)
= July 2019, the Enfoscesn
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Subsequently. the police con-
tacted the refatives of the family.
who indicated that Vsayan. the
head of the family. had been

Kejriwal sends first
direction to his govt
from ED custody,
Opp rally on Mar 31

Told us to resolve water scarcity and
prepare for summer: Minister Atishi

I

N

ot (N

Deftal Minister Atishiwich cther INDIA bloc leaders at 2
RELAC

conT £3

i Abfnay Sahs

press
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ASI to remove
18 ‘untraceable’
monuments
from its list of
protected sites
DIVYAA
NEW/ DELHIMARCH 24
lhnmﬁmmm . exer-
in

mescate
decades,  th
M(meolosm.\l Survey of india

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHL MARCH 24

IN HIS first ~direction™ to the

nant
will def-

nwhile_leaders of the
Opposition INDIA bioc. an-
Pounced they would hold x
rally 2t Ramlita Maican in Dellxi

BusiNEss as Usuar

case The xzercy ob-
custody Friday
houss after it todd a Delhi
Court that he was the “kingpén™
of the “scam™ under inves
—acharge Kejriwal s re—
jected. The ED also alleged that
kickbacks received following

AN Assembily poll

(ASI) has put cut alistof IScen-  on March 31 to protest Kejriwal's
trally protected monuments  arrest and display solid
which it 50 celist a5, sccondd- ~auth, - and
ng they no "

tonger as arrested last

e iciomkathy e lise s Do

drawn up from a list of 24 ~un-

traceable” monuments, which

the Union Ministry of Culture

submitted to a parliamentary
€ yeas

The monuments facing
ke o

part of a deserted village in
Varanast Utta Pradesh.
ez of the monuments
effectively means the central
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

“Both Prime
Miniseers wane 2

A2 o ccmilerence, Arishl,
quoting the ~written recrions

1w,
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pr Delhi

Over 50 per cent govt
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proposals cleared
within 72 hrs during
poll code: EC 2018 data

DAMININATH
NEW DELHIL MARCH 24

THE MODEL Code of Conduct
(MCC) has often been cited by
the rulir

YOURrR RIGHT
TO KNOW
Aan EXPRESS RT
APPLICATION

yelopment and governa e
set cot-
oo by the Election Commi-
ssion (EC). 2t the request of the
mission during its fea-
sibility study on simultaneous
pollsin 2018. revealed
of the government ref-
erences were cleared by the poll
wa,

of re- impos: MCC each
ceipt during the Gujarat and time a poll is announced
Himachal Pradesh Assembly mpedes governance

in 2017 and in the way
during the e of work.
electsons i 2015. This is one of its key ar-
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the floor of ome of the rooms 3
their rented house.
Inspector N Suresh Kumar.
Yo s investgating the case <aid
lised novel had

missing since L
Further found

to the first

himself to me e e
in the guise

atotof similar-
ities between the story and the

magic for wels meseax, =i
"

L PR's
has been read by more than
50.000 people

side a room. They were Visho's
mother and sister. The women
weere found to be in 3 mentally

P A N

and that she.

the first murdex. He had devel-

r
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Nitheesh studied up to class 12
and later started working as a
biack

ur of si-
multaneous polls. It has
also been haghighted

by former President Ram
Nath Kovind.

black magic, 2 kllhng : Kerala double murder unravels

owned Nutheesh also Bved in the
same town. not far away from

magic
After the killing of the new-

born, ne whole
Damily came Rarther snder
heesh's infuence. acted

as per Nitheesh's directions. He
had even sexually abused
Vijayan's wife. and focced Vishine

Juily 2016, The newborn was al-

legediy killed four days after
birth, with both Vijayan's and
Vishau's help, according to po-
lice. It was also found that in
August 2023, Vijayan was al-
i illed and bussed under

reached out to the fami
plosting their belief in supersti-
ton.” he said.

According to the police.

yayans daugheer o
in VI muise  said Tres e t0 2 s
of penmmmgm.nk eagic for  pute between Vijayan and
them. weas in ed in rich.che olices
black magic led toVgayan's nusder

Before getting embroiled

with Nitheesh. Viayan. 2 middie
farmer, was leading a quiet

e i Sariappana i 2 TEas he
i e

Pae sbandoned his Gty years
S50 =3 e mnetiar wecelect s
o ioal resident _said.
“Vijayan 1y was rooted in su-
perstitions. Nitheesh had ex-

it
his house for Rs 54 Lakh a few
yearsago{after the murder of the
newboen 1~
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Inter-Ministerial Joint
Workshop on Blue Economy



* The Ministry of Earth Sciences hosted
the Inter-Ministerial Joint Workshop on
Blue Economy.

 About

* MoES has engaged with the World Bank as a
knowledge partner to undertake a technical
study and prepare a report titled ‘India’s
Blue Economy: Pathways for resource-
efficient, inclusive and resilient growth in
India’.




Ut
* The report is expectedQ/er the areas

related to global best practices in Blue Economy
implementation, ocean accounting framework,
institutional strengthening and innovative
finance mechanisms towards implementing the
Blue Economy Policy framework.

* What is the Blue Economy?

* |t is referred as the sustainable use of ocean
resources for economic growth, improved
livelihoods, and jobs while preserving the health
of the ocean ecosystem. '

/
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* India’s Blue Economy

* India has a 7,517 km long coastline and
Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) of over two
million square km is rich in living and non-living
resources.

dia’sBtue economy accounts for roughly 4%
of the GDP and is estimated to increase once
- anism is improved.

* The coastal economy also sustains over 4 million
fisherfolk and other coastal communities.

* Four primary industries in India can fuel its blue '
economy; fishing, aquaculture, ports, and

shipping. /
P 4
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* The territorial waters of India extend up to 12 nautical
miles from the baseline. Within this zone, India
exercises full sovereignty, and it includes the country’s

coastal areas and ports.

e Contiguous Zone (24 Nautical Miles): Beyond the
territorial waters, there is a contiguous zone that extends
an additional 12 nautical miles. In this zone, India can
take action to prevent or punish infringements on
customs, fiscal, immigration, or sanitary laws within its
territory or territorial sea.

* Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ): The EEZ extends up to
200 nautical miles from the baseline. Within this zone, '
India has the exclusive rights for exploring, exploiting,
conserving, and managing natural resources, such as /
fisheries and hydrocarbons.

P 4




Uniting for Consensus
Model



O reventy it

* Recently, India criticised the Uniting for
Consensus (UfC) Madel at the United
Nations for opposing reforms to the Security
Council.

* About the Uniting for Consensus (UfC) Model:
* |t is a significant initiative at the United Nations

(UN) which was initiated by Italy in th

* |tis also known as the ‘Coffee Club’ that
comprises 12 member countries (Argentina,
Canada, Colombia, Costa Rica, Italy, Malta,
Mexico, Pakjstan, the Republic of Korea, San
Marino, Spain, and Turkiye) and 2
observers (China and Indonesia). /

> 4




9 Dam

* It primarily aims to counter bids for
permanent seats in the United Nations
Security Council by G4 nations — India, g\’ﬂ"'b
Brazil, Germany, and Japan. ~—~ —

* The UfC Model and Its Criticism

@roposes a Security Council with 26
ts, with an increase only in the non-
permanent, elected members. '
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Shanghai Cooperatior
Organisation Startup Forurnr




* The fourth edition of the Shanghal | @
Cooperation Organisation (SCO) Startup
Forum was organized in NE%DE”'II

 About

* The initiative focused on broadening startup
interactions among the SCO Member States.

* It will provide value to startups through
mentoring and enabling access to investor
and corporate engagement activities. '

/
7




Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO)

The SCO is an intergovernmental organization founded in
2001 with six members.

Objective: To enhance regional cooperation for efforts to curb
terrorism, separatism, and extremism in the Central Asian region.

Members: China, Russia, India, Pakistan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan,
Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, and Iran.

Secretariat: Beijing




Official languages: Russian

%d Chinese.

Belarus and Mongolia.

The SCO has been an observer
in the UN General Assembly
since 2005.







* Recently, the Technology Development Board (TDB) of the
Department of Science & Technology and others sanctioned the
‘Project ANAGRANINF for the development of a novel class of
antibiotics against gram-negative bacterial-infections.

* This initiative aims to foster healthcare innovation through a joint effort
between Indian and Spanish companies.




 About Gram-Negative Bacteria

* |t has built-in abilities to find new ways to be resistant and can pass along
genetic materials that allow other bacteria to become drug-resistant as
well.

* |t causes infections including pneumonia, bloodstream infections, wound or
surgical site infections, and meningitis in healthcare settings.

* |t is resistant to multiple drugs and is increasingly resistant to most
available antibiotics.




 Threat:

* Gram-negative bacteria, such as Acinetobacter Baumannii and
Pseudomonas Aeruginosa, are associated with severe hospital-acquired

m/iections.
* These bacteria have been acknowledged as ‘red alert” pathogens due to
their exceptional ability to develop resistance to all currently available

antibiotics.




Parameter
Cell wall

=
Gram-positive bacteria

A single-layered, smooth cell wall

o —a

‘Gram-negative bacteria

‘A double-layered, wavy cell-wall

Cell Wall thickness

The thickness of the cell wallis 20 to 80
nanometres

The thickness of the cell wallis 8 to 10
nanometres

= T—

Peptidoglycan Layer
lTeichoic acids
Lipopolysaccharide
‘Outer membrane
.I.ipid content

Resistance to Antibiotic

It is a thick layer/ also can be multi-layered.

It is a thin layer/ often single-layered.
R

' Teichoic acids are not present.

Teichoic acigs are present.

- -—/);"
Lipopolysaccharideis not present.
The outer membrane is not presert.
The Lipid content jsvery low.

These are ve%le to antibiotics.

Lipopolysaccharideis present.
' Theouter membrane is mostly present.
-#7€ Lipid content is 20% to 30%.

. \
' These are very resistant
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Kashmir’s Hangul (Cervus hanglu hangul)



Despite conservation efforts, Kashmir’'s hangul deer risk is facing extinction.

About - It is also known as the Kosu stag or Kashmiri red stag which is highly shy and
sensitive animal.

It is the only Asiatic survivor or sub-species of the European red deer.

State animal - It is the State animal of Jammu and Kashmir.







- Habitat — It lives in dense riverine forests, high valleys
and mountains of the Kashmir valley and northern
Chamba in Himachal Pradesh.

 Distribution —It is endemic to the hills of Kashmir and
restricted to the Dachigam National Park.

. Conservation Status ~ ~
* IUCN - Critically erdangered
* CITES - Appendix+
» Threats - Habitgttoss, poaching.
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