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1. Petroleum Agreement: Both nations signed an agreement ensuring a reliable supply of petroleum products 
from India to Bhutan

2. Food Safety Collaboration: Bhutan’s Food and Drug Authority and India’s FSSAI signed an agreement to 
enhance cooperation in food safety measures, facilitating trade and reducing compliance costs.

3. Energy Efficiency and Conservation: An MoU on energy efficiency and conservation reflects a commitment 
to sustainable development, with India assisting Bhutan in enhancing energy efficiency and promoting the 
use of energy-efficient appliances.

4. Border Dispute Resolution: Ongoing discussions between China and Bhutan to resolve their border dispute 
were discussed, particularly in the Doklam region, with implications for regional security.

5. Bhutan’s Regional Economic Hub in Gelephu: Plans for a regional economic hub in Gelephu aim to foster 
regional development and connectivity

•





































India's Push for Security Council 
Reform: The G4 Model



Participating in the Intergovernmental Negotiations on Security 
Council Reform, India has presented a detailed model on behalf of 
the G4 nations for United Nations Security Council Reform.

The model includes new permanent members elected 
democratically by the UN General Assembly and shows flexibility on 
the veto issue. 

The G4 (Brazil, Germany, India and Japan) was created in 2004 and 
has been promoting Security Council reform.





• Membership Expansion: The G4 model advocates for 
increasing the Security Council's membership from the current 
15 to 25-26 members.
• This expansion includes adding 6 permanent and 4 or 5 non-

permanent members.
• Two new permanent members each are proposed from African states 

and Asia Pacific states, one from Latin American and Caribbean 
states, and one from Western European and Other states.



• What is the United Nations Security Council?
• The United Nations Security Council, established under the UN 

Charter in 1945, constitutes one of the UN's six principal 
organs.
• Comprising 15 members, it includes 5 permanent members 

(P5) and 10 non-permanent members elected for two-year 
terms.
• The permanent members are the United States, Russian Federation, 

France, China, and the United Kingdom.



• India's participation in the Security Council has been as a non-
permanent member during the periods of 1950-51, 1967-68, 
1972-73, 1977-78, 1984-85, 1991-92, 2011-12, and 2021-22.



The Security Council of UN consists of 5 permanent members, 
and the remaining 10 members are elected by the General 
Assembly for a term of (2009)

(a) 1 year
(b) 2 years
(c) 3 years
(d) 5 years



World Young Rheumatic Disease 
Day



• World Young Rheumatic Disease Day (WORD Day) (18th March) 
underscores the importance of early detection and awareness 
regarding rheumatic diseases among young individuals. 
• Rheumatic disease is an umbrella term that refers to arthritis and 

several other conditions that affect the joints, tendons, muscles, 
ligaments, bones, and muscles



• The most prevalent paediatric rheumatic disorder, Juvenile Idiopathic 
Arthritis (JIA) encompasses various inflammatory arthritis subtypes, 
posing a significant health challenge among children worldwide.

• JIA's global prevalence ranges from 0.07 to 4 per 1,000 
children, with varying distribution patterns across different 
regions.



Nuclear Energy



World leaders gathered in Brussels at the first ever Nuclear Energy Summit to highlight the 
role of nuclear energy in addressing the global challenges to reduce the use of fossil fuels.

About the summit

The Summit comes in the wake of the historic inclusion of nuclear energy in the Global 
Stocktake agreed at the UN Climate Change Conference (COP28) in Dubai in December 2023, 
which called for accelerating its deployment along with other low carbon energy sources.

• The declaration signed by 22 world leaders mentioned the need to triple nuclear energy capacity by 2050.



The summit  is an initiative in 
collaboration with the IAEA’s 

‘Atoms4Netzero’ programme, and is 
part of the multilateral approach to 

decarbonisation.

Nuclear Energy

Nuclear energy is a form of energy 
released from the nucleus, the core 
of atoms, made up of protons and 
neutrons.
• This source of energy can be produced in two 

ways: fission – when nuclei of atoms split 
into several parts – or fusion – when nuclei 
fuse together.

The nuclear energy harnessed 
around the world today to produce 
electricity is through nuclear fission, 

while technology to generate 
electricity from fusion is at the R&D 

phase.



• Importance
• Nuclear power is a low-carbon source of energy, because unlike coal, oil or gas power 

plants, nuclear power plants practically do not produce CO2 during their operation.
• Nuclear reactors generate close to one-third of the world’s carbon free electricity and are 

crucial in meeting climate change goals.
• Most importantly, nuclear power has the capacity to supply uninterrupted energy 

irrespective of geographical constraints making it a crucial component of the wider 
renewable energy mix.

• Nuclear power plants (NPP) also have low operating costs, smaller land imprint and 
a longer life cycle compared to all the other renewable energy sources.

• It enhance energy security and boost economic development



• There are 440 nuclear reactors in the world, accounting for a quarter 
of the world’s low-carbon energy.
A. The number of nuclear reactors is increasing, with 60 reactors 
under construction and 110 in the planning stage, most being in Asia, 
particularly China, which is soon to overtake the U.S. and the nuclear 
giant France.



Status in India

India’s first commercial NPP in Pahalgarh, Tarapur offers reliable 
energy at 2/kWh lower than solar power tariffs.

At Kudankulam, Tamil Nadu, a newer power plant offers electricity in 
the range of 4-6/kWh comparable to coal-fired thermal power plants.

Despite its versatile nature, nuclear power contributes only 1.6% of 
the total renewable energy mix in India.

• Stigma, weaponization risk, radiation leak, regulation, high upfront cost, and long 
project overruns are the reasons for low adoption rate of nuclear energy.







Project Gaia



• The European Central Bank, the Bank for International Settlements, the Bank of Spain, 
and the Bundesbank of Germany introduced Project Gaia.

• About
• Project Gaia aims to help analysts search corporate climate-related disclosures and 

extract data quickly and efficiently using artificial intelligence (AI).



Operation Indravati



• India launched ‘Operation Indravati’ to evacuate its nationals from Haiti.
• Background
• Haiti has been witnessing violence for over two years since the July 2021 assassination of 

President Jovenel Moise.
• Now various armed groups launched coordinated attacks on key installations in Haiti in 

an attempt to force the resignation of the country’s de facto leader Prime Minister Ariel 
Henry.

•



• About Haiti
• Capital: Port-au-Prince
• Haiti, is a country on the island of Hispaniola in the Caribbean Sea, east 

of Cuba and Jamaica, and south of The Bahamas.





EXERCISE IMT TRILAT-
2024



The 2nd edition of the Trilateral Exercise (IMT TRILAT) began 
recently in the western Indian Ocean.

It is a joint Tri Lateral maritime exercise between India, 
Mozambique, and Tanzania.

The exercise aims at capability development to address 
common threats through training and sharing of best practices.



Pusa-1121 and 1509 
Basmati varieties



• Indian Agricultural Research Institute (IARI) scientists have raised 
concerns about the unauthorized cultivation of Indian basmati rice 
varieties in Pakistan.
• Varieties such as Pusa Basmati-1121 (PB-1121), Pusa Basmati-6 (PB-

6), and PB-1509, originally developed by IARI, are being grown in 
Pakistan under different names.
• For instance, PB-1121 is marketed as ‘1121 Kainat’ and PB-1509 as 

‘Kissan Basmati’.



Basmati rice is a long-grain rice variety known for its distinct aroma, delicate 
flavour, and fluffy texture when cooked. 

It is primarily grown in the Indian subcontinent, particularly in the foothills of 
the Himalayas.

Basmati rice has been cultivated for centuries and is highly prized for its quality 
and culinary properties. 

So far 34 varieties of Basmati rice have been notified under the Seeds Act, 
1966.







World Forestry Day or International 
Day of Forests



On 21st March, World Forestry Day or International 
Day of Forests is celebrated every year to raise public 
awareness about the values, significance, and 
contributions of the forests to balance the life cycle on 
the earth.

21 Mar.

In 1971, World Forestry Day was established at the 23rd 
General Assembly of the European Confederation of 
Agriculture.

1971

International Day of Forests 2024 theme is 'Forests and 
innovation: new solutions for a better world.'

2024



World Water Day 2024



22 Mar.

On 22 March, World Water Day is observed 
annually to raise awareness about the 
importance of freshwater and advocate for the 
sustainable management of freshwater 
resources.

1992

It was recommended to celebrate in 1992 at the 
United Nations Conference on Environment and 
Development (UNCED) in Rio de Janerio. And then, 
in 1993 the first World Water Day is celebrated.

2024

The theme for World Water Day 2024 is "Water 
for Peace".



• The theme for World Water Day 2024 is "Water for Peace"







Thank you 
guys.


