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“Excellence is not a gift,

but a skill that takes practice.
We do not act rightly’
because we are ‘excellent,

in fact we achieve ‘excellence’

by acting rightly.”
Plato
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inent leaders,

former
Telangana Governor Tamilisai
Soundararsjan, in the

upcoming Lok Sabha election
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crush Congress

most by a donor for any

single
The company also do-
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cially: i
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QIIO crore to the Congress,
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the BJP, dara by

T tabie lists the top th:
heme and the part
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Gonors through the electoral bond

the most

Mezha Engineering
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Quik Supply Chain

e e i hrough
bon

by
electoral donated
portions nds to
the

Lottery magnate Santia-
go Martin's Future Gaming
and Hotel Services PR, the

do-

o the Congress
fancistty and deny > level
playing feld in the Lok Sabha
election, Congress
Parliamertary Party
Chairperson Scris Gandhi
aslleged on Thursday. » PAGE 5
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Sri Lanka close to
IMF moratorium
on debt to India

coLggno
nka is close to finsksing =
pe—

o 'l‘hursday revested, The

st -
nor overall, 542

cashed between April 12,
zmsandnnuary 24, 2024,
for whi has

225 crore to the Shiv Sena.
(Three Reliance _Group
companies own of

)
Haldia Energy donated
bon‘h worth 2281 to the
rinamool and 281 crore to
e BP Vedanta Led. gave
bonds w h 2229 crore to
the BIP, followed by 125
crore to the Congress.
Keventer Food Park In-
fra Ltd.. MKJ Enterprises
Lid, and Madanlal Ltd.
all it the saime

fraen raleasad i the pu-
blic_ Of the bonds worth
1,368 crore

address in Kolkata and with
at least one director in

Future Gaming and no:el
Services, 39.6% went o the

crore to the Trinamool
IS [ this

data from the State Bank of
India.

All the top 19 companies

hrough

oute.
The data pertain to
bonds purchased and en-

DMK (2503 crore), and the

YSR ss Party (2154
crore). The BJP received
2100 crore from the firm.

Qwik Supply Chain Lid.

hile 2156 (#121 erores went
to the Congre:

All details about
bonds handed o¥er
to EC, SBI tells

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The State Bank of India

BJP govt. not
vet fascist,
but is getting
th

said complete
account numbers

th cou
was golng to progress o
sress.
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Bogged down

SC stays govt.
notication on
establishing
fact check unit

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court

formation regarding the

“business” of the Centre.
The Bench said the stay

will be in force until a third

YreSia Bhics Code)
Rules, 2021
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ED arrests Delhi
CM Kejriwal in
excise policy case

Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal b«n; taken sway from his
residence by the ED officiats on Thursda,

als, accompa-

NEW DELHL

NEW DELHI

Chief Justice of India (CJD
Chandrachud

mil
nor R.N. Ravi “We serl -

for “defying the Supreme  cerned about the conduct
re: to re-in- vernor in this

in a disproportionate as-
sets case.

The court gave the Go-
vernor overnight to “set
the constitutional position
right™.

Mr. Ravi has refused to
administer oath to Mr. Pon-
mudy as r Education
Atinister, saying it is against

ramani, appearing for the

The Governor has ar-
gued that the court's stay
of the conviction of Mr.

ca
%

“If we don’t hear from
you [the Governor] in a
ftive manner tomor-

row, we wi
der... We thought of pass-
ing an order right now.

If the Governor
does not lulhn\

come to a consttutional

court.We don't know

who had advised the
sovernor., but the advice

the Supre

fi

What does the State do =

& Chief Justice asked
Mr. Venkataramani wheth-
er this was the “best argu-
ment the Governor had —
that 1 win del‘end my con-

not in

th the law
D.¥. CHANDRACH
Chtet Justicoot mdia

questioned the conduct of

Tamil Nadu for approach.
&

by pointing ﬁngers e b
the State has come to the

#th the
the Chief Jus(lqe toid e

tional moralicy.
“Does the Gowvernor
mean the Supreme Court
also acted against constitu-
tional morality by sus-
pending his oonvtcuon’."‘
senior advocate
Singhvi appeanng tor 1a-
mil Nadu aske:

“No discretion”
Senior advocate P. Wilson,
also for Tamil Nadu, said

Chief Minister M.K. Sta-
the G

ble for the job. The State
moved the top court

com vind Keji
was arrested by the Enfor-  ter jaurabh Bharadwaj
cement Directorate (ED) ed spot, but he
on Thi day, on chary of was. lowed in.
corruption and m

«

in the fi L
tion and execution of the

Rapid Action Force and
State governments excise Rese:
whi

Central serve Police
rome unlls were deployed
pped. tside the premises. The
r. Kejriwal oill be pro-  police also mounted sur-
dn(ed before a spectal wveillance in the area
court on Friday. drones, In anticipation of
e AAP said that it has  protests. Following a brief
moved the Supreme Court  round of questioning, the
for quashing the arrest,
s asked for an ur-

genz hearing. pporters staged a prot-
Earlier in day, © est. The Delhi police de-

Delni High Goure Simea ine e of the

to grant any immediate protesters.

protection to Mr. Kejriwal Mr. Kejriwal is the

o Rajya Sabha Mem!
Hon seeking prowction for  jay Singh and the former
2 further hearing on April  party's  communications
22, Kejriwal's  in-charge Vi air.
main pe(ldon “challe Delhi’s former Health
the is Minister Kumar
for hearing. ~We have Jain was arrested in anoth-
heard both sides and we  er case.
are not inclined at this
stage protec-  INDIA BLOC PROTESTS

{to grant
ourt

tion],” the c »PAGES




ED arrests Delhi
CM Kejriwal in
excise policy case

Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal being taken away from his
residence by the ED officials on Thursday. pTi

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Delhi Chief Minister and
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
convener Arvind Kejriwal
was arrested by the Enfor-
cement Directorate (ED)
on Thursday, on charges of
corruption and money
laundering in the formula-
tion and execution of the
State government’s excise
policy for 2021-22, which
was later scrapped.

Mr. Kejriwal will be pro-
duced before a special
court on Friday.

ED officials, accompa-
nied by Delhi policemen,
turned up at Mr. Kejriwal’s
official residence in the
evening. As the news of ED
action spread, State Minis-
ter Saurabh Bharadwaj
rushed to the spot, but he
was not allowed in.

Heavy surveillance

Rapid Action Force and
Central Reserve Police
Force units were deployed
outside the premises. The
police also mounted sur-
veillance in the area using
drones, in anticipation of

Mr. Kejriwal will be pro-
duced before a special
court on Friday.

The AAP said that it has
moved the Supreme Court
for quashing the arrest,
and has asked for an ur-
gent hearing.

Earlier in the day, the
Delhi High Court declined
to grant any immediate
protection to Mr. Kejriwal
from coercive action in the
excise policy-linked money
laundering case.

The High Court posted
the AAP leader’s applica-
tion seeking protection for
a further hearing on April
22, when Mr. Kejriwal’s
main petition challenging
the summons is scheduled
for hearing. “We have
heard both sides and we
are not inclined at this
stage [to grant protec-
tion),” the court said.

police also mounted sur-
veillance in the area using
drones, in anticipation of
protests. Following a brief
round of questioning, the
agency arrested Mr. Kejri-
wal. Around 9.15 p.m., AAP
supporters staged a prot-
est. The Delhi police de-
tained some of the
protesters.

Mr. Kejriwal is the
fourth AAP leader to have
been arrested in the case,
after former Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia,
Rajya Sabha Member San-
jay Singh and the former
party’s communications
in-charge Vijay Nair.

Delhi’s former Health
Minister Satyendar Kumar
Jain was arrested in anoth-
er case.

INDIA BLOC PROTESTS
» PAGE 4
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Key features of thé Delhi Excise Policy 2021-22

Under the new liquor policy, the city was divided into 32 zones inviting firms to bid on the zones.
« Instead of individual licences, bidding was done zone-by-zone.

Also, licenses for 849 retail vends were issued through open bidding by the Excise department in 2021.

« Under the old liquor policy, Delhi had 864 liquor shops, including 475 run by the four government
agencies, and 389 were private.

For the first time, shops were allowed to offer discounts to retail customers and reduced the humber of
dry days to three from 21.

The new policy also had a provision for home delivery of liquor. It even proposed lowering the drinking age
from 25 to 21.

It also suggested the opening of shops till 3 am. However, these were not implemented.



 What is the Delhi excise policy case?

* Two cases, one by CBl and one on alleged money laundering being
investigated by ED, have been registered in relation to the excise policy.

* The case arose out of a report submitted by Delhi Chief Secretary Naresh
Kumar to Lieutenant Governor (LG) Vinai Kumar Saxena in July 2022,
pointing to alleged procedural lapses in the formulation of the policy.

* The report said “arbitrary and unilateral decisions” taken by then Delhi
Deputy CM Manish Sisodia in his capacity as Excise Minister had resulted in
“financial losses to the exchequer” estimated at more than Rs 580 crore.


https://indianexpress.com/section/cities/delhi/

* It alleged that “kickbacks...received by the AAP Delhi government and
AAP leaders” from owners and operators of alcohol businesses for
preferential treatment such as discounts and extensions in licence
fee, waiver on penalties and relief due to disruptions caused by
the Covid-19 pandemic, etc. were used to “influence” the Assembly
elections held in Punjab and Goa in early 2022. The AAP went on to
form the government in Punjab.



https://indianexpress.com/about/coronavirus/
https://indianexpress.com/section/cities/goa/

e
o8 .o 0
T ¢ il
The ED alleged that the “scam” was to give the wholesale liquor
business to private entities and fix a 12% margin, for a 6% kickback. In
its first prosecution complaint in November 2021, the ED said the

policy was “formulated with deliberate loopholes” that “promoted
cartel formations through the back door” to benefit AAP leaders.

——

The ED also alleged that AAP leaders received kickbacks to the tune of
Rs 100 crore from a group of individuals identified as the “South
Group”.



* Recently, K Kavitha, Bharat Rashtra Samithi (BRS) leader and daughter of former
Telangana Chief Minister K Chandrasekhar Rao, was arrested allegedly for being part of
this ‘South Group'.

e Others alleged to be part of the group include Ongole MP Magunta Srinivasulu Reddy’s
son Raghav Magunta, P Sarath Chandra Reddy, son of P V Ramprasad Reddy and co-
founder of Hyderabad-based Aurobindo Pharma.

» According to the ED, this group “secured uninhibited access, undue favours, attained
stakes in established wholesale businesses and multiple retail zones (over and above

what was allowed in the policy)”.


https://indianexpress.com/elections/ongole-lok-sabha-election-results/
https://indianexpress.com/section/cities/hyderabad/
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* And what are the accusationsggginst Kejriwal?

e |t was after Kavitha’s arrest that the Enforcement Directorate alleged — for the first time
— that Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal was a conspirator in the case, on March 18

—

-
/
* The summons, Singhvi said, also don’t disclose the “details of the reason”, whether he is
a “witness or a suspect”, and are devoid of any information or document required from
the CM.

the ED has sent another summons on March 16 and he (Kejriwal) apprehends he will be
arrested without any cause or reason.
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CBI and Europol officials
sign working arrangement

The Central Bureau of Investigation (CBD and the

European Unson

Agency for Law Enforcement

Cooperation (EuropoD) on Thursday signed a
e

SC stays govt. notification on
establishing fact check unit

The court’s stay will o

ate till the third judge in the Bombay High Court decides the guestion

of validity of provisions of Rule 3(IXb)(v) of the Information Technology. Rules, 2021

NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
on Thursday stayed
a government noti-
fication of March 20 esta-
blishing the Press Informa-
don Bureau's Fact
c

authorities of India and the Europol. The

working arrangement was
Executive

pol

Dlreclor Catherine De Bolle and CBI

Director Praveen S

virtual event, in
officials.

n Sood during a
the presence of sentor CBI and Europol
~This direct

between both organisations to build on their

respective mandates, si

the potential for synergies,”

s and to explore
said the agency.

‘Influencers shall refrain from
endorsing betting platforms’

The Union Information & Broadcasting Ministry

Unit (P1B FCU) to

act as a ~deterrent~

the creation and dissemi-

nation of fake news or mis-

information regarding the

“business” of the Centre.
The order was passed

by ree-judge Bench
n.eaded b, thef]lmlcve of
India D.Y. Chandrachud on

petiions. filed by the Edi:
tors Guild of India (EGD
and standup  comedian
Kunal Kamr

The Bench said the im-
of the March

social media posts and accounts. It said pe
s had £ and

youth. The enline advereiement Intormediaries
have also been advised not to target such

promotional content towards

Indian

audience. The Ministry has also asked them to
conduct sensitisation efforts among their users.

20 notification would re-
main stayed until a third
judge of the Bombay High
Court took a final call on
the validity of provisions of
Rule 3(IMB)(v) of the nfor-
mation (Inter-

dict by a Division Bench.
was is-

The Rule

o
cocute a regime of
\cll ln'.l.'lt\u’.'d

Solicitor General Tushar
Melua referved t several
instances in the past
fake news had pru!ll‘s’a:ed
on soctal media.

He said the staturory

was found in-

to the i
of the Central govt.
KUNAL tent. He
Petitioner

the business of the Central

b, Centre after
the third ;udge found no
reason to stay Rule 3 on
March 11

The Supreme Court did
not comment on the me-
rits or legality of Rule 3(1)
BIV), saving mpact of

P
mental rights to free

speech and expression
would be analysed by the
High Court

mediary Guidelines and
Digital Media Ethics Code)
Rules, 2021 It is under this

third judge of the
Court following a splic ver-

ary
pulling down content for
fear of

need protec-
ton from mlsln.fonna(lnn
and fake content,”
Khambara ased. He said
individuals needed more
protection from fake con-
tent.

Mr. Khambata informed
the Bench that the Centre
had assured the High Court
on April 27 last year that &t
would not Rule

to combat the
dissemination of false con-
social

“By threatening inter-
mediaries with the loss of
their statutory safe har-
bour should they fail to

ke content that the
Central government's FCU
identifies as fake, false or
misleading. the Rule coerc-
es o exe-

3 till 2 final decision was ta-
ken by the court. He point-
ed to the timing of the is-
suance of the March 20
notification barely days be-
fore the Lok Sabha polis
Shadan Fara-
sat, for the EGI. said the

Mr. Khambata said the

of the FOU
run by the government
would ensure that only the
Centre would have a mo-
nopoly over the truth.

cute a regime of self-inter-
ested censorship of online
content relating to the bu-
siness of the Central go-
vernment,” the petition ar-

gued.
It said the intermediar-

risk
minal liability for third-par-
ty content on their online

platforms.

Panel to study scope
of altering power lines
in bustard habitat

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Thursday constituted an
expert committee to ba-
lance the conserv.

bird population with the
country’s international
commitments to promote
renewable  sourc r
energy

The larpe-winged birds
are on the brink of extinc-
tion, and one of the causes
is the frequent collision

with high-powered power
cables running adjacent to
its core habitats in Gujarat
and Rajast

A ee-jud, Bench
headed b by Chiet Justice of
India DY. CI .

Grestindian Bustars

ronment Ministry.

The committee would
also include Ashok Kumar
stpu(. Member, Power

ems, Central Electrical

Aithority, and PO, Garg,
Chief Operating Officer.
Central Transmission Utili-
ty of India Limited as spe-
<clal invitees.

The remit of the panel
would be to determin.

scope, extent and feasiblll»
tv of undes
overhead electric Simes n

The court appointed the
Director, Wildlife Institute
of India; wildlife and forest
conservation rts, in-
Shankar

mdar, and
vesh Ghadviz  and Jolne Se-
cretary the
Renewable Energy Minis.

try Lalic Bohra and his
counterpare in the Envi-

as priority
SPots for the birds ih Rajas.
than and (mjax

ee would

explore alternatives to ba-
lance sustainable develop-
ment goals and conserva-
tion of the birds. It could
recommend
measures to identify addi-
tional priority areas. The
panel has to fle its report
in the top court on or be-
fore July

Thankful for 13,000 cr. but
need more, Kerala tells SC

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The State of Kerala on

will continue with its legal
battle the Supreme

Court for an additional
amount to which it is
entitled.

amount to which we are

entitled,” senior advocate

Kapil Sibal, appearing for

he State, sul ed before

a Bench of Jum(e_s :,uryx
and

submis-
d

government for
interfering and
placing Emitz on Keralws

borrowing powers, Mr. Si-
bal said the State imme-

210,000 crore more.
“The State had sought a

The State had
a total of about

total of abour ¥24.000
crore before March 31 to
tide over a looming finan-
focus

ing the years of the com-
mand economy the Centre
would give 95% of money
to the States.

“Today, our borrowings
have come down to 2.84%.
This is rtwranslated into

said 63% of the State's
£o to the Union

clal

of the hearing on Thur:
was Kerala's push for some
interim relief_

Kerala had earlier ac-
cused the Centre of trying
to nudge it to withdraw the
suit In retu

government.
Additional Solicitor
General N. Venkataraman

argued that Kerala had a
long history of fiscal defi-
cit.

and help was well within
the framework drawn by
the Constitution and the
Finance Commission.

Mr. Sibal said the Centre
had “put a spin” on the de-
mands made by the State,
portraying it as a ~delin”

quent~ that splurged its
funds.

'I'he senior lawyer sald
history showed how dur-

by the
General in the
court had said the
hecal edifice of Kerata has
been diagnosed with sever-
al cracks~.

e Centre had said Ker-

A note
Attorney
apex

rating of the whole coun-
©

At IFFI last year, govt.
denied nod to screen
four foreign films

NEW DELHI

The Union government de-
nied permission to screen
four films set in the Gaza
Serip,  Turkey. Hungary.
and Bhutan at the S4th In-
ternational Film Festival of
India held in Goa last No-
ves r, according to re-
cords from the Informa-
Broadcasting

The films are A Gaza

Film festivals  usually
feature a range of interna-
tional cinema, and consi-
dering the smaller overall
size of the the

Ministry of Environment
tightens rules on bioplastics

cob K
NEW DELHI

The Environment Ministry
has introduced rules that

rs
plastic ware

government waives the re-

to label sur_’ products as

a

from the Central Board of

Film Certification (CBFC).
The Ministry sull re-

certificate, organisers must

2 satire
by Basil Khalil set in a past-
epidemic Lsrael where the
Gaza strip becomes the saf-

est place in the Levant; Ex-

mitory, a drama by Nehir

Tuna about a teenager sent
to a residential Islamic se-
ary by his father.

form a “pr
tee” “com

pris{ing] per-
sons who are related to the
film ry or are critics/
writers

connected  with
the elines

The Mork And The Gun

was ial entry
%o the Oscars. Though It
was denied a screening in

shown at the J |
Film Fesdval in Mumbai
the pr.

even won an award.

A new set of amend-
ments to India’s Plastic

Microplastics are reported as 3
major source of pollut;

added to regular single-use
plastics, make them biode-
Eradabl

b The current stan-
dards (in India] only re-
comme: th, be

a
... Should a standard
for be even-

tics as noc only capable o
_ degradation by bi

be used to establish the ab-

sence of microplastics, or

€0 what exsent microplas-
be

tics must

determined, it
sh . for fairmess sake,
include both com,

and
tics,” he told The Hindu.
Mk:m have been
ed as a major source
ofpoih Poltution affiecting rivers
and oc
Several firms were left in
the lurch as the Central
Pollution Control Board

(CPCB) refused to provide
them with a “provisional
certificate” to Neense thelr

sample in order to monsia:

This 1s Decauce the CPCE

er them says
Sunil Panwar, CEO, Sym-
phony Environmental In-

only
ble a plastic sample that
has
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Siva’s supreme status

8

-

W[H
©

5
a

2

Tortut vem inpotom cn

2 8

N

<1 2

ram near Sri

was born in a village called Kailasapu.
the

“Tamil

took him

to Tiruchendur. The tem-

NG Tie was UnaDIC to speak. and <o whe he s e
parents

years old,
ple priest waved a

flower before the child and

asked,
“What do 1 hold in my hands?~ The child replied, “Poo.
That i the Tamil word for flower.

then composed Kandar Kali Venba,

ning e writh the weord “poo.” said
course. The work is recited in the Tiruchendur

ery day as it contains

begin-
T. Rajarathinam, in a dis-
ur temple ev-

prayers to Lord Muruga_ The work

shows that Lord Siva and Muruga are one and the same.
The qualities of Siva are also those of Muruga.
The first 36 verses establish this and are therefore con-

Selution to previous puzste

P
[T ——————

sidered a condensed version of the Kanda Puranam. The
sidhl

Kanda pos
ban Swamigal praises Kandar Kali Venba as the ultimate

Solution to yesterday's Sudots oY peilass Kiiudar Ki
9.3 5I8[6/2[1 417 anaas Kall venba besins with a description of Lord Si-
24 7|93 1658 vassupreme Tus.

(=3 7. 45 3.2 In the svarupa state, God has no name, colour, form,
B2 1|4 9 3|7 6 5| aqualites, or actions
459276813 He is Om These are in Saiva Sidd-
6 7 3/1 5 8|2 9 4| hanta. and this is also what Kumaraguruparar explains in
7 145205 8 6| XengarKalivenba The qualities of Lord Siva given in Kan-

=21 8 dar Kali Venba are exactly the same as those C

3 9 2[68 4ic 1 Siddhanta texts. That is why Kandzrkzll\‘enba!slrnpor
5863117 29 ant to followers of Saiva Stadhan

Amx
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Ministry of Environment
tightens rules on bioplastics

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

The Environment Ministry
has introduced rules that
make it harder for makers
of disposable plastic ware
to label such products as
‘biodegradable’, introduc-
ing a stipulation that they
must not leave any micro-
plastics behind. Biodegrad-
able plastic and composta-
ble plastic are projected as
the two broad kinds of
technological fixes to In-
dia’s burgeoning problem
of plastic waste pollution.

Biodegradable plastic
involves plastic goods be-
ing treated before they are
sold. Compostable plas-
tics, on the other hand, do
degrade but require indus-
trial or large municipal
waste management facili-
ties to do so.

A new set of amend-
ments to India’s Plastic
Waste Management
(Amendment) Rules, 2024,
made public last week, de-
fines biodegradable plas-

Microplastics are reported as a
major source of pollution.
s
tics as not only capable of
“... degradation by biologi-
cal processes in specific en-
vironment such as soil,
landfill...” but also as mate-
rials that do not leave “any
microplastics...”.

The caveat about micro-
plastics in the updated
rules does not specify
which chemical tests can
be used to establish the ab-
sence of microplastics, or
to what extent microplas-
tics must be reduced in a
sample in order to consid-
er them eliminated, says
Sunil Panwar, CEO, Sym-
phony Environmental In-
dia. The company offers
technologies that, when

added to regular single-use
plastics, make them biode-
gradable.

“... The current stan-
dards [in India] only re-
commend tests that can be
done to determine the le-
vels of microplastics but
don’t prescribe a definitive
test... Should a standard
for microplastics be even-
tually determined, it
should, for fairness sake,
include both compostable
and biodegradable plas-
tics,” he told The Hindu.

Microplastics have been
reported as a major source
of pollution affecting rivers
and oceans.

Several firms were left in
the lurch as the Central
Pollution Control Board
(CPCB) refused to provide
them with a ‘provisional
certificate’ to license their
products as biodegradable.
This is because the CPCB
only considers biodegrada-
ble a plastic sample that
has 90% degraded, and
such a process takes at
least two years.



WHAT’S THE DIFFERENCE?

_—-_ COMPOSTABLE c“
- Leaves NO microplastics

Can be put in compost bin

(BioBag) or organics recycling bin
1Y ==
m\x/fZ DEGRADABLE (0X0)

* Is not completely dissolved
] in nature PLASTICS

» Contaminates environment
with microplastics that can
end in foodchain

W

——~PLASTIC MICRO
» Cannot dissolve in nature PLASTICS

* Contaminates environment

with microplastics that can
end in foodchain

{
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Dissolution
(lactic acid, ethanol,ete)

," ‘ Chemical compound
e N (resin, polyethylene ete)

Plants based material Wy

(cellulose collagen casein
polyester, starch)

» W

cassava Legumes
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o Formlag progess
(plastic Injection Molding)

Bioplastics
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Decomposition process
(uv sunlight, heat, oxigen)
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NEWS IN NUMBERS
Weekly domestic
ts to be rated
in summer schedule
domestic

24, 2S5

operated during the summer starting from
March 31, has shown 3 6% increase
compared to the year-ago period.

The weekly

IMF reaches staff-level

agreement with Sri
Lanka for bailout

ka for the next

phase that would enable it sccess to the
amount from bailout approwed in 2023.

in § million. The
international Monetary
Fund said it has reached

THE>&se HINDU

India’s fertility rate in
2021. as per The
Lancet report

) e

#n 1950, and is projected
ot
e o
published in The Loncet. »n

The missiles fired by
Russia at Kyiv in the
first attack in 44 da:

3

The ballistic and cruise missiles
fired at Ky were shot down by
Usraine’s air defences, though

13 peopie were injured by falling wreckage.

Ukraine said that arcund 80 pecple were
evacuated from their homes. &

India’s coal imports

during the April to

January period
registered a margin

2 of 1.65% in coal imports in

the Aprit-January period of the ongoing
fiscal, ower the year-ago period. s
COMPALED B THE Hm0A DATA TEAM

in million tonnes. Indi

Follow us @@

P> ) g h

instagram.com/the_hindu

Nuclear energy: ﬁxing the ﬁnance

EXPLAINER
Syed Ali

The story so far:
1 March 21, Brussels hosted
the first-ever

summit to highlight the role of nuclear
energy in addressing climate change.

How did this come about?

ogramme, i part of

mitigate nucl 1ated risks.
the destigmatisation of nuclear energy is
the entry of technology startups.

in an the
The

Energy of the future: The Kudankulam ruclear power project in Tamil Nadu. REUTERS.

l!-sﬂ.eeoopermlnodelwnrlmd?

world, accounting for a quarter of the
world's low- energy. The number

particularly China, which is soon to
overtake the U.S.
France. has set a target to produce

10% of its electricity from nuclear energy
203S and 18% by 2060. However, the
state of nuclear indr: cture
and finance is

not proportional. NuScal rer,
previously expected tw be the first U.S.

Intemationat Atormic Energy.
Agency (EA} Rafael Mariano
Grossi.

Two key motives for the

company Bcensed to build a 462MW SMR
in Utah. terminated its planned project
due to rising costs. Nuc!
Westinghotise and Areva also Sled

due to project z

What about India?
India’s first commercial NPP in Pahalgarh,
Tarapur offers reliable energy at 2/kWh
lower than solar power tariffs. At
Kudankulam._ Tamil Nadu. 8 newer power
plant offers electricity in the range of

thermal
Power plants: Despite its versatile nanire,
nuclear power cnnrrﬂ:u(es only 1.6% of
the total ren: in India.
sngma_ vueaponlsaﬂnn n risk, radiation

Tt can e replicated, for instance the
funding

y.
role of technical advancements in

making it a crucial component of the
‘wider renewable ener; mix. Nuclear
power plants (NPP) als have low
semalle:

r renewable energy sources.
How can be financed?

nuclear energy
Two key motives for the large-scale
:dopdonol‘nude power as the base

by an IAEA stucly. which predicts that

fle existing te s will play a
ssgma:zm role. by 2050, half of carbon
I come from

models of France,
South Korea, Russia, and the U.K. where a
group of investors raise credst from the

upfront cost, and

lung project s ohe the teaaons for

low adoption rate of nuclear enersy.
Recently, the nuclear

undergoing novel liberalisation, with

has been

market and take full for
project delivery. In Finland. large
plants have been funded by multiple

Cumrently in the prootype stage.,
However, in spite of technical

Banks (MDBs) and private investors have
not made any t contribution to
the inchmery: The Wk Rank bae niok

load energy source are and
finance. Recent developments in nuclear
Small

CMR), in
existing plants, and extended fuel cycles,
have the potential to substantially

a nuclear project
Finoe fts $.40 millin| lozn to ltaly in 1959

private
cooperative finance
‘Mankala'. Under this model. companies
§ own energy producers and share
the costs of plans.

They don't pzydlvidendsbu(canbuylhe
energy at a cost based on their ownership
share, with investors being wholesalers,
retailers, or large industrial

There is ne.
Ruclear Anancing policies of MDES t©
accommodate private capital or blended
finance mod,

firms.
and market support
with low interest rates can unravel the
potential of nuclear energy at scale.
There are 440 nuclear reactors in the

Fast Breeder Rea:!or PFBR) all
mark a positive future for the industry.
The PFBR’s ability to generate fuel and

consultant at RIS, New Dethi. Tweets
@aAlinyst

of nuclear
power 3= the base load energy
scurce are technology and
finance.

coal-fired thermal power
plants

Why did Pakistan carry out
airstrikes in Afghanistan?

long been a point of
the two nations. Successive Afghan
have

in attacks In 2023, an 81% rise in
resultant deaths, and a 60% surge in the
number of injuries. according to the

for Conflict and

governments disputed the
n a major 5 Pashtun

in Studies (PICSS).
this week, Administer: (FATA) and

Pakistani iighters carried
our airstrikes inside the Afghan
provinces of Paktika and Khost. At least
efght civilians were killed in

pre-dawn
astacks. Afghan officlals said The Taliban
ndemned

the strikes, and as
maluzlon artacked Pakistani military

a permanent border, dividing
Pashtuns, fts return to power in
2021. A series of skirmishes between the

the increasing tensi

as
Taliban of

by
down. The
are separate groups with ¢

TP
er the

. The total

et el thatiies reacied a
record six.year high last year, with over
1,500 deaths from 789 terror attacks and
Counter terror operations. a

crisis, Pakistan urged the
liban control the TTP. While
the Taliban assured that they wouldn't
permit anyone to use Afghan soil for
artacks against any country, the surge in
artacks since 2021 created distrust
berween Pakistan and the Taliban.

Why has with
the Taliban N Patanwide amacis af
The 2,670-kilometre Durand Line which R e, which resuteed 1n an
marks the international er recedented surge in terr.

an, has across Pakistan.

Taliban released a statement, alleging that

Ealdstani planes had bombed the Barmal
district of Pakrika province and Sepera
March

resulting in the deaths of civilians.

tl hit
rebels belonging to the TTP's Hafz Gul
Bahadur Group after the outfit claimed
responsibility for the March 16 attack. The
Pakistan Foreign Office said the coun:
conveyed its serious concerns to the
Afghan government over the presenc
terror outhis including the TTb inside.
Afghanistan over the past two years.
“These terrorists pose a grave threat to
Pakistan’s security and have consistently
used territory to launch terror

What has the Taliban said?
The Taliban have warned Pakistan of

“very bad consequences which will be out
Eakistaads cosrals 15 caseof cansirried

attacks k:

spol reon clalmed that aftacks

three children. The Taliban

0 Afghanistan Ambassador Aslf Durrani's
recent charge that Afghanistan

Providing shelter to 5,000 to 6,000 TTP
militants, but acknowledged the
possibility of their presence due to
Afghanistan’s rugged terrain.

THE GIST

In a major escalation of
between Pakistan and

Afghanistan this week,

Pakistani fighters carvied out

airstrikes inside the

Provinces of Paktica and Kchost.

On March 16, seven Pakistani

Ali Zardan vowed to “respond
stronghy.”

The Taliban has warned

insice its territory.
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// India’s fertility rate in @ &
_2021, as per The
_— Lancet report \
) ndia's fertility rate
3\153/ |3 1.91 Id;)ppeij ;:cir;yne;rly 6.2 @ RS

in 1950, and is projected
\.o‘{ to fall further to 1.29 and 1.04 in 2050 and
/ 2100, respectively, according to research
R\" 1 —published in The Lancet. n




2017 List by the World Bank

' Fertility rate
Rank ~ Country : in2017 =

1 : __L\  (births/woman)
D) 192 ingapore 2
/&Q <1 u@ioldova | 1.3
. ® B Bosnia and Herzegovina 13
191‘ '||Ita§y '1.3
188 == Spain 1.3
187 Bl Portugal 1.4
186 " | Maita 14
35 W, Ukraine 1.4
184 1= Greece . 1.4
183 | uum POlaNd 1.4
182 — Luxembourg 1.4
181 | == Croatia 14
o | 18 ® jap—aﬁ‘] 1.4




The Declining

Fertility Rate

The fertility rate is measured as the average number
of births per woman, over her lifetime. The world's
fertility rate has been falling steadily since the 1970s

e

A number of factors influenced
the rapid decline in the fertility
rate during the 1970s, including
education, urbanization, and
increased female participation
in the workforce, but the foremost
factor was the increasing availability
and acceptance of contraceptives.

A Global Snapshot of Fertility

In 2020, nearly two-thirds of the world's population
lived in a region where the fertility rate is below the
critical 2.1 threshold, which allows one generation

to exactly replace itself. 5
> n
o
n
o
) Lowest 10: 2
o ¥ : 0.8 S.Korea
! 0.9 Hong Kong
3 '3 0.9 Puerto Rico
sl 1.0 Macau
America have seen i
ertl rates since %
the 13705. 4 1.2 Ukraine
}% Splain
Highest 10: .2 Italy
s Niger 1.3 China
Somalia The African R\
Chad continent is home ¥
to the top 15 -
DRC highest fertilty P 1
Mali 3 rates in the world. et
CAR
Angola
Nigeria
Burundi 1 /)'
Benin 7 -

Average births per woman—»

Source: The World Bank 3 visualcapitalist.com @



Where women are having most children

Average fertility rate, top 10 countries in 2017
Global average

Afghanistan

South Sudan

Burkina Faso

Burundi

Uganda

Angola

[ -

' __Sotrce: Global Burden of Disease B|B|C]
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Smriti and Richa only Indians
picked in The Hundred Draft

Women's Premier League-winning captain Smriti
Ghosh

c
were the only Indian players who found takers
ed Draft in London.

teammate Richa found a new home at
Birmingham Phoenix Women's.

Powerlifters Ash
ual

for Paris Paral

Parmijeet
ics

Aslan Games bronze medallist Ashok and
Parmjeet Kumar qualified for the Paris
Paralympics by winning a silver medal each at
the Para Powertifting World Cup in Sharm E1
eikh, Egype on Thursday. Competing in the
1Ikg category, Manpreet Kaur earned a bronze
lifting 36

medal. In the 49kg category. Parmjeet lifted
160kg and 166ke in his Arst two attempts.

Arjun and Jeevan in
Challenger semifinals

Arjun Kadhe and Jeevan Nedun
Bart Stevens and Petros
6-2 in the doubles quanerfnnls of
enger tennis tournament
Thursday.

second seeds
Tsitsipas 6-4.
the €74,825 Chall
Murcia, Spain, on

chezhiyan beat

Mumbai City FC signs
Slovakian attacker Vojtus

City FC has signed

attacker

Aumbai Slovakian

Jakub Vojtus for the remainder of the season, the

Indian Super League (SL) club said on Thursday.
The striker will don the No. 9 jersey for the

islanders and replaces Spaniard fker
o has been

Guarrotxena,
Season due £ a knee infury.

ruled out of the

Newcastle defender Botman
out for up to nine months

Newcastle defender sven Botman ke ruled out

for up to nine months o
sustaining a sersous.

The . Mlhexlands

kmee injury:
Center back injured his ACE In the 2-0 loss
l:hﬁler

Saturday. ~

Shin Sx 1o e months,” Newcastle said.

Rishabh Pant wants to get a bit of trust back
in his body again, says Ricky Ponting

“He has been putting himself through a few different paces and playing all the shots that he plays. More importantly. he has got a smile on his face”

L7
Sports Bureau

elhi Capitals” head
| ) ey
ing and director of

anguly

Sourav

himself through a few dif-

ferent paces and playing all

the shots that he plays. He

has been great, and more

importantly, hée has goc a

smile on his face, which is
all we love to see™

‘with the im-

of trust back in his

great  about Pant’s ap-
proach at pre-season
p.

“He has been puwing

the

lenr‘ a special player.” said

peaking about Pant's
q.uuue.s as captain, Pont-

ing said “we all love his in-
fectious artitude and smile
around the group. Alth-
ough he is still young in
age., he has actuaily played
fry e e it g

orpeople tend to follow:
Former India Captain
Ganguly said he would fol-
low Pant’s captaincy
l‘y “He is not the conserva-
tive type of batter, so you
€ that

by in-
stinct. I'm looking forward
w© him during
tournament.”

Capitals take on Punjab

Happy times: Ponting was all praise for Pant’s mfectious Sttitude. STECLAL ARRANGEMENT

-

I would be more than happy to help
Shubman, says Williamson

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

With the IPL season set to
roll on Friday, one
Who has 100 Tests under
his belt is willing and ready
to mentor a newbie cap-
tain who will be taking ov-
er a leadership role for the

time.

“He (Gill) is a great
player and like 1 said a
great cricketing brain, and
1 would certainly encour-
age him to walk that path

any way I can and Shub-
that” said
will .

Williamson said that the
youngster has the calibre
to navigate his way

ough choppy waters.

Sl be learning through

cuperation from heel sur-
gery, it won't exactly be a
walk in the park for Gill but
Wwilliamson said such chal-
lenges are a routine for any
capeain.

“Obviously, there has

ng to ease him in his new role. AN

been a few changes in the
camp, that’s a challenge for

'AS far as his own batting

position is concerned, Wil-
liamson hinted that it
would be his usual No. 3

slot.
1 think it will be a top
re are so

to balance and I think a top
williamson quite liked
bowlers being

feels it will ensure a more
contest.

I think it is a good addi-
tion and it will bring slight-
1y different dynamic to the

s @ nice extra op:
fast bowlers,

Mary Kom named
chef de mission

Huge homour: Sharsth and Mary would hope to excel in thesr

new roles. FILE FHOTOS: M. VEDHAN & A

NEW DELHI

The indian Olympic Asso-
Thursday

her deputy. “Her unparal-
Toed Sediacion o sports
and

clmmp\on boxer ux., !\la~
the chef de mis-

Hon for the Parls Olym-

plcs. Veteran wable tennis

star A. S]

be the cnunn'y's ﬂxgbenl—

er at the

coordination efforts,” the
10A sasd in a statement

ny of the Games.
Mary, who is also the
chairperson of the 10A

role for sure.~

be mcompamed by’ slx-
n and me

Dot of Ther Athlates Gom
mission Shiva Keshavan as

oA
shooser Gagan | amngwm
be in charge of
village operamons ror
the Indian shooting con-
hﬂe Dr. Dlmhzw
Paldlwala
Hared the CIISE Medical
Officer.

Max Verstappen to see out
Red Bull contract

FORMULA ONE

nt against
Christian Horner and said
the

saga no impact
on how he feels racing for
the team.

Verstappen started the
season by winning both
races so far, but those vic-
tories at Bahrain and Saudi

the accusation: was

cleared of misconduct but

the unidentified woman

an appeal after her
dismiss.

Sunday’s Australian Grand

Prix.
Verstappen said he did
not want to be too involved
in offtrack issues because
his role was to worry about
performing in the car.
“But from what I know
¥ in

Staying

the right way.~ the Dutch-
man told reporters in the

part: Verstappen did not rule cut 3 move o M.
long term but said he was comfortable st Red Bull. REUTERS.

(from) results that we've
had as a team.”

Albert Park on father Jos.
Thursday. a past F1 driver, said after
“I'm not going into any  Bahrain that Red Bull
further details from that risked being torn apart if
ke fiacsrme I ddan't e Elcmses: atuymct frs clumege:
more than that. And I also Those comments trig-
e t to kn gered fears  Verstappen
cause that's not my job or  may look elsewhere from
my task within the team ™ 2025 despite his contract
\Verstappen. has  running to 2025.

won the last three World

ng i
e
*

Mercedes boss Toto
Wolff said he would love to
have Verstappen on his
team, Lew ton
departing for Ferrari next
season.

Verstappen did not rule

a great sto-
ry for him to finish his F1
career with them.

Sainz feeling 'positive’
about Ferrari return
after surgery

proving by the
spent the last fortnight in
recovery rather than
training.

~Every day I'm feeling a

dent I can jump in the car
tomorrow and do well.

~ril see how I feel, I'm
el tive about it.”

‘While Sainz has been gi-
ven the all-clear from doc-
tors ceen to race, it
s not clear how his

will react to the demands

Sainz. REUTERS.

of Eormula One.
Il let y

row when 1 get e

car and the G-forces throw

me around a bit,”

to recover and you cannot
imagine the effort and lo-
gistics that I have done to
be fit for this race.

P very happy with the
made
now, as 1 sald. ir's ﬂme o
fump fn ehe car and see
how I feel.”

Sainz is leaving Ferrari
at the end of the season to

Perez downplays
Verstappen’s
Mercedes switch

MELBOURNE

Sergio Perez has down-
played speculation that his

Red Bull all,
grer Its recent controversy
team principal

Chﬂm Horner.
con-

takes a couple of years

probably,” Perez said on

the eve of the first practice
Ibourne.

m the

“Right now, the dynam-
ic, everyone in the team is

make way for Mercedes' se-
corld
Yo Tiaminon.

g really well togeth-
er, lhe whole engineering

Perez GeTTY measEs

group, it's really united.”
Perez said. “And you can
that on-track, and how
efficient weve been in the
ar. So [ don't see any
reﬁoﬂ o it

He added: it would “ob-
viously be a blow for the

team if Max were to leave ™

Pe: -
ledge of an exit clause i
Verstappen’s Bull con-

through to the end of 20238.
“1 don't that

with the team and is
iully committed with the

Saeed Hamed.
THE HINDU ARCHIVES

Ex Pakistan
captain
Saeed Ahmed
passes away

Press Trust of India
LAHORE

Saeed Ahmed, the former

Tests, scoring 2,991 runs

five centuries and 16
half-centuries. He also took
22 wickets with his off-
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Mary Kom named
chef de mission

Huge honour: Sharath and Mary would hope to excel in their

new roles. FILE PHOTOS: M. VEDHAN & AFP

Sports Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Indian Olympic Asso-
ciation on Thursday
named Olympic medallist
and multiple-times World
champion boxer M.C. Ma-
ry Kom as the chef de mis-
sion for the Paris Olym-
pics. Veteran table tennis
star A. Sharath Kamal will
be the country’s flag-bear-
er at the opening ceremo-
ny of the Games.

Mary, who is also the
chairperson of the IOA
Athletes Commission, will
be accompanied by six-
time Olympian and mem-
ber of the Athletes Com-
mission Shiva Keshavan as

her deputy. “Her unparal-
leled dedication to sports
and inspiring journey
make her a natural choice
to guide and mentor our
athletes at the Olympics.
Keshavan, a former Olym-
pian in luge, brings a
wealth of experience and
knowledge to support the
team’s management and
coordination efforts,” the
I0A said in a statement.

IOA vice-president and
shooter Gagan Narang will
be in charge of overseeing
the village operations for
the Indian shooting con-
tingent while Dr. Dinshaw
Pardiwala has been
named the Chief Medical
Officer.
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FIRST SERVINGCM TO BE ARRESTED | SCHEARSPLEATODAY.HCDENIEDRELIEF | NATIONWIDE PROTESTS: AAP

CENTRAL AGENCY ARRESTS KEJRIWAL o

WHAT NEXT, WHO NEXT

AAP claims he will run
Govt from jail, why that’s
easier said than done

ED arrests Delhi CM days after it linked him to X100 cr kickbacks in excise case Frightened dictator, says

Rahul; Opposition loses
‘national campaign voice’

Yadav. RJD's Tejashwi Yadav. a

ARVIND KEJRIWAL wisose cam- MANOJCG range of
n against cormaption in 2011 NEW DELHI MARCH 21 CIENIRRSRINIIS, -G canpush for President’s rule if he
Birthed the Aam Aadms Part Hitting out at Mod doesn’t quit; political vacuum in party

AS ARVIND Wiivad becamethe  sald a-scameddic

sition chief minis-  ing the death knell of democracy. e is o plan to change

Ensorcement the st siming CM —obe  Leaders of the Delhi Congress.  MALLICA JOSHI. (he  Delbi Chicf Minister or the
Directorate Thursday night in led by its chief Arvinder Singh  JATIN ANAND Chiet We have said before
cor the Deih Lovely and AAP baster Sandesp & APURVA VISHWANATH Ehati e is arrested. he will ov-

Dikshic. reached Kejriwal's resi-  NEW DEL HI MARCH 21 e from sail and that stance has

dence in a sho 3 hanged ” said Delhi
“While capeuring all the in-  WHO NEXT and what Y
stitutions including the media.  next? Never have these Development minister
From sersor Congress leader  Dreaking U PArTics. exIOMng  QUESTIONS been s rele Saurabh Bharachw.
Rabud Gandhi and Congresspres-  money from companies. freez-  vant for a political p Py Thae's easier said than
ident Mallikarjun Kharge to  ing the account of the main
Minister and conT PAGE 2
DAAK leades M K Statin, Kerala

Chief ister Arvind Kejr
New Delhi on Thursday. Abwine Sake

Thee v DatThe—
e AN AN Party. | Bes— pua‘x.u.»acuununum
— that ase being drawn.

the Deihi High Cout declined to

EE-G'TGS cr

197.4¢cr  1755cr

Food Park 1445

S crore.
whichis 35 per cent of the party’s
electoral bond kitty of Rs 6.060
crore encashed sns(e»\pnl2D|9
the Largest amongst

This daca. puBIhed by £C1

o the ruling Bharatiya Janata
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THE IMPLANT SEEKS TO ENABLE PEOPLE TO CONTROL COMPUTER CURSOR OR KEYBOARD USING ONLY THEIR THOUGHTS

Musk’s Neuralink shows first bram—chlp patient playing online chess

REUTERS
NEW YORK, MARCH 21

ELON MUSK’S brain-chip startup
Neuralink livestreamed on
Wednesday its first patient im-
planted with a chip using his
mind to play online chess.
Noland Arbaugh, the 29-
year-old patient who was paral-
ysed below the shoulder after a
diving accident, played chess on
his laptop and moved the cursor
using the Neuralink device. The
implant seeks to enable people

5.com

to control a computer cursor or
keyboard using only their
thoughts.

Arbaugh had received anim-
plant from the company in
January and could control acom-
puter mouse using his thoughts,
Musk said last month.

“The surgery was super
easy,” Arbaugh said in the video
streamed on Musk’s social me-
dia platform X, referring to the
implant procedure. “I literally
was released from the hospital a
day later.I have no cognitive im-
pairments.”

. . AN

Noland Arbaugh (second left), who was paralysed below the

shoulder after an accident, played chess on his laptop and
moved the cursor using the Neuralink device. X

“I'had basically given up play-
ing that game,” Arbaugh said, re-
ferring to the game Civilization
VI, “you all (Neuralink) gave me
the ability to do that again and
played for 8 hours straight.”

Elaborating on his experi-
ence with the new technology,
Arbaugh said that it is “not per-
fect” and they “have run into
some issues.”

“Idon't want people to think
that this is the end of the jour-
ney, there’s still a lot of work to
be done, but it has already
changed my life,” he added.

Kip Ludwig, former program
director for neural engineering
at the US National Institutes of
Health, said what Neuralink
showed was not a “break-
through.”

“Itis still in the very early
days post-implantation, and
there is a lot of learning on both
the Neuralink side and the sub-
ject’s side to maximise the
amount of information for con-
trol that can be achieved,” he
added. Even so, Ludwig said it
was a positive development for
the patient that they have been

able tointerface with acompute
in a way they were not able t
before the implant. “It's certainl
agood starting point,” he said.

Last month, Reuters reporte:
that the US Food and Dru
Administration inspectors foun
problems with record keepin
and quality controls for anime
experiments at Elon Musk'
Neuralink, less than a month af
ter the startup said it was cleare
to test its brain implants in hu
mans. Neuralink did not respon
then to questions about th
FDA's inspection.






* In a significant move to enhance India's capability in combating
terrorism and organized crime, the Ministry of Home Affairs
inaugurated a digital Criminal Case Management System (CCMS)
developed by the National Investigation Agency (NIA) in New Delhi.

* Alongside the CCMS, a mobile app ‘Sankalan’, a compendium of New
Criminal Laws by the National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) was also

Iaunjched. \4 =




What is the Criminal Case Management System (CCMS)?

The CCMS is an innovative digital platform that streamlines and
enhances the management of criminal cases, particularly
those related to terrorism and organised crime.

e The CCMS software aims to standardise investigations and compile terror-
related data across India.



0| (L’ T“@

« Sankalan App

« The Sankalan app has been designed to navigate through new criminal laws as a
bridge between old and new criminal laws.

 This app will work as a comprehensive guide for all stakeholders. The app will
work in offline mode as well and its availability has been ensured in far-flung
areas so that all stakeholders can have access to desired information around the
clock.



Sabroom



 Recently, Prime Minister Narendra Modi virtually launched several developmental
projects in Tripura including the inauguration of the state’s second integrated
check post (ICP) (also known as Land Port) in Sabroom, which is Tripura’s
southernmost tip bordering Bangladesh.



i

Sabroom is located in South Tripura district in Tripura>lt is located on the banks
of the Feni River, which separates India and Bangladesh.

It is connected to the Chittagong port of Bangladesh through Maitree Bridge on
River Feni.

It will enhance the transportation of passengers and goods between India and
Bangladesh.
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The IceCube neutrino observatory at the Earth’s South Pole detected subatomic
particles called neutrinos.

Neutrinos are electrically neutral, undisturbed by even the strongest magnetic
field, and rarely interact with matter, earning the nickname "ghost particle.”

As neutrinos travel through space, they pass unimpeded through matter - stars,
planets and, for that matter, people.

A neutrino is a fe/r/mion (an elementary particle with spin of %) that interacts only via
weak interaction and gravity.



Severe Malnutrition Among
Children



A receiit study found the prevalence of ‘zero-food children’ in India

children.

Zero-food children refers to infants aged six months to 23
months who have not consumed any substantial food for a period
of 24 hours.

The study also ranks India as having the third highest percentage of
zero-food children, above only Guinea (21.8%) and Mali (20.5%).

e Uttar Pradesh stands out as a significant hotspot for this crisis, with a high
percentage of 'zero-food children.'




According to the Global Hunger
Index 2023, India topped the list of
countries with the highest child-
wasting rate in the world, at 18.7%.

Also, According to the National
Family Health Survey 5, 35.5% of
children under age five years are
stunted in India.




Six Heritage Sites in Tentative
UNESCO List



Madhya Pradesh’s Six heritage sites hrave been included in the tentative UNESCO list.

About

The sites are Gwalior Fort, the historical Group of Dhamnar, the Rock Art Sites of
Chambal Valley, Bhojeshwar Mahadev Temple, Burhanpur’s Khooni Bhandara and the
Gond monuments of Ramnagar, Mandla.

MP is home to three UNESCO heritage sites — Sanchi Stupa, Khajuraho Group of
Monuments and Bhimbetka Rock Shelters.




Gwalior Fort
It is located on the basalt rock hills.

It was initiated by Raja Sourya Sena who finished the fortification system around the
plateau in 773CE.

The modern-day fort, embodying a defensive structure and two palaces was built by
the Tomar Rajput ruler Man Singh Tomar in 1398.

Ancient Temples in the Gwalior fort includes:
* Teli ka Mandir, dedicated to lord Shiva, Vishnu, and Matrikas.

* The Chaturbhuj temple which has mathematical connection where the second
oldest reference to zero in mathematics is seen in a carving.



Historical Group of Dhamnar

The Dhamnar caves are located on a hill near the
village of Dhamnar.

The rock-cut temple site has 51 caves, stupas,
chaityas, passages and dense dwellings and was built

in the 7th century AD.

The site contains a colossal statue of Gautam
Buddha in the nirvana pose.




Bhojeshwar Mahadev Temple

The temple is thousand-year-old and dedicated to Lord
Shiva. It is set on a 3-tier sandstone platform in 6 meters
square.

It has architectural grandeur, colossal lingam, and
historical significance.

It was built during the 11th century under the patronage
of Raja Bhoj in Bhojpur and represents the zenith of
temple architecture during the Paramara period in India.




Rock Art Sites of Chambal Valley

At Daraki-Chattan in the Chambal basin, a cave in

the quartzite buttresses of Indragarh hill.

The vertical walls of the cave boast more than 500
cupules. On the southern wall of the cave at
Daraki-Chattan, small circular cupules show
conical depth and are about two million years old.




Khooni Bhandara

It is an underground water management system comprising
eight waterworks built in Burhanpur.

It is the Mughal period water work following the persian
ganat approach.

It was built by erstwhile ruler Abdurrahim Khankhana in
1615.




Gond Memorial of Ramnagar

The architectural complexes were built by
Gond kings of Garha Mandla, Hirde
Shah and located on the bank of

the Narmada river in Ramnagar.

The cluster of monuments include the
following:

mam VIOti Mahal (Rajmahal), Ramnagar, Mandla

Raibhagat ki Kothi, Ramnagar, Mandla

Vishnu Mandir (Suraj mandir), Ramnagar,

Mandla

Begum Mahal, Chaugan Rayotwari

Dalbadal Mahal, Chaugan Ryotwari







India’s share in Space Industry

India constitutes 2-3% of the global space economy and is

expected to enhance its share to more than 10% by 2030.

With over 400 private space companies, India ranks fifth
globally in no. of space companies.




% of global market share

Us
UK (7%
India @

Global space economy Esasaiaj

(in 2021)
India (in 2021) UsD 7.6B

India to grow (by usn 50B)




* Private players in space industry

* Indian start-ups are taking active interest in the space market, from
just 1 start-up in the space sector in 2012 to 189 start-ups in 2023.

* The funding received by these start-ups reached a total of $124.7 Mn
in 2023 from $S67.2 Mn in 2021.

* The Skyroot, have launched India’s first privately built rocket, Vikram-
S, into space, with plans to revolutionize satellite launches.
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