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Primary Demands:

The two socio-political organisations spearheading the movement are seeking protections 
for the UT previously enshrined under Article 370 and 35A. Their primary demands 
include:

Statehood for Ladakh: Seeking to elevate Ladakh from its current Union Territory status 
to a full-fledged state, granting it greater political autonomy and decision-making powers.

Safeguards under the 6th Schedule: Advocating for Constitutional provisions under the 
6th Schedule to protect the cultural, linguistic, and land rights of the indigenous 
population.



Reservation of Jobs: Calling for reservations in 
employment opportunities for the youth of 
Ladakh, ensuring equitable access to economic 
resources and opportunities.

Creation of Separate Parliamentary 
Constituencies: Proposing the establishment of 
distinct Parliamentary constituencies for Leh 
and Kargil, reflecting the unique demographic 
and geographical characteristics of each region.



• What are the Constitutional Provisions Related to Formation of States in India?

• Article 3 of the Indian Constitution grants Parliament the authority to undertake various 
actions regarding the formation, alteration, or dissolution of states. These actions include:

• Formation of New States: Parliament can create a new state by separating territory from 
an existing state, uniting two or more states, or combining any territory with a part of an 
existing state.

• Increase or Decrease in State Area: Parliament has the power to increase or diminish the 
area of any state.

• Alteration of State Boundaries: Parliament can alter the boundaries of any state.

• Change of State Name: Parliament can change the name of any state



What is the Sixth Schedule? 

About: 

Sixth Schedule contains special provisions for the administration of tribal areas in the four northeastern 
states of Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura and Mizoram under Article 244(2) of the Indian Constitution

Objectives: It aims to safeguard tribal land and resources, preventing their transfer to non-tribal 
entities.

It also strives to protect tribal communities from exploitation, ensuring their cultural and social 
identities are upheld and promoted.



Q2. Under which Schedule of the Constitution of India can the transfer of 
tribal land to private parties for mining be declared null and void? (2019)

(a) Third Schedule
(b) Fifth Schedule
(c) Ninth Schedule
(d) Twelfth Schedule

















• Delhi world's most polluted capital, 
India has 3rd worst air quality – World 
Air Quality Report.

• Released by – Swiss organisation IQAir.

• IQAir – A Swiss air quality technology 
company, prepares the annual world air 
quality reports based on data from 
monitoring stations operated by 
governments, institutions and 
organisations across the world.

• Data – Report includes 7,812 locations in 
134 countries, regions and territories



Causing an estimated one in every nine deaths 
worldwide, air pollution is the greatest environmental 
threat to human health.

Key Findings – India had the third-worst air quality out 
of 134 countries in 2023 after Bangladesh and Pakistan.

PM2.5 Concentration – India (54.4 micrograms per 
cubic metre), Bangladesh (79.9 micrograms per cubic 
metre) and Pakistan (73.7 micrograms per cubic metre).

In 2022, India was ranked as the eighth 
most polluted country with an average PM2.5 
concentration of 53.3 micrograms per cubic metre.



Begusarai – Begusarai, in Bihar stood out as the most 
polluted metropolitan area globally with an average 
PM2.5 concentration of 118.9 micrograms per cubic 
metre.

The city did not even figure in the 2022 rankings.

It is estimated that 1.36 billion people in India 
experience PM2.5 concentrations exceeding the World 
Health Organisation (WHO) recommended annual 
guideline level of 5 micrograms per cubic metre.





Pandavula Gutta and Ramgarh 
Crater as Geo-Heritage Sites



• Pandavula Gutta, an ancient geological marvel predating the Himalayan hills, has been 
officially designated as the sole Geo-heritage site in Telangana.

• Also, the Rajasthan government designates Ramgarh Crater in Baran district as a geo-heritage 
site.

• The recognition marks a significant milestone in preserving the region's geological legacy.





What are the Key Facts About Pandavula Gutta? 

Pandavula Konda (Pandavula Gutta) is a geological marvel situated in the 
Jayashankar Bhupalpally district of Telangana. 

Pandavula Gutta is rich in terms of rock shelters, and habitation from the 
Mesolithic period (about 10,000 B.C. to 8,000 B.C.) to mediaeval times.

Pandavula Gutta boasts Palaeolithic (500,000 BCE–10,000 BCE) cave paintings 
offering a glimpse into prehistoric life.



• The cave paintings depict wildlife like Bison, Antelope, Tiger, and Leopard, as well 
as shapes like swastika symbols, circles, squares, and weapons.

• The paintings also feature geometrical designs and impressions in green, red, yellow, and 
white pigment colours.

• The topography of Pandavula Gutta makes it a popular destination for rock climbing 
enthusiasts.

•

http://drishtiias.com/images/uploads/1710849663_Pandavula_Guttarock_art_paintings.png




What are the Key Facts About Ramgarh 
Crater?

Ramgarh Crater, Rajasthan formed around 
165 million years ago due to a meteor 
impact, this 3-km diameter crater provides 
essential ecosystem services, contributing 
to the region's ecological balance and 
biodiversity.



Recognised as a Ramgarh Conservation 
Reserve under the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 
1972, the Ramgarh Crater is protected to 
preserve its unique ecological and cultural 
heritage. 

It is declared as the Ramgarh Conservation 
Reserve under the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 
1972 and the presence of Pushkar Talab 
complex within the crater, recognised as 
wetlands under Wetland (Conservation & 
Management) Rules, 2017.





Geo-Heritage Site/National Geological Monuments

Geoheritage refers to sites or areas with significant scientific, 
educational, cultural, or aesthetic value due to their geological 
features.

• These sites may have unique rock formations, fossils, or landscapes that are 
important for education, research, cultural significance, or visual appeal. They 
can also contribute to local and regional economies as tourist destinations.

• GSI or the respective State governments take necessary measures to protect 
these sites.





Exercise Bharat Shakti



A Tri-Services Live Fire and Manoeuvre Exercise named "Bharat Shakti'' is being 
conducted in Pokhran, Rajasthan, demonstrating India's indigenous defence
capabilities.

It included successful test firing of the long-range AGNI missile with advanced MIRV 
technology. 

Key equipment and weapons systems featured in the exercise include T-90 (IM) Tanks, 
Dhanush and Sarang Gun Systems, Akash Weapons Systems, Logistics Drones, Robotic 
Mules, Advanced Light Helicopters (ALH), Naval Anti-Ship Missiles, Light Combat Aircraft 
Tejas, Light Utility Helicopters, and Advanced Light Helicopters.



Reserve Bank of 
India (RBI) 
integrated 
Ombudsman 
Scheme (RB-IOS)



The number of complaints filed under the Reserve Bank’s 
ombudsman schemes increased by over 68 per cent to 7.03 lakh in 
the fiscal 2022-23.

About RB-IOS

The RB-IOS was introduced on November 12, 2021.

It integrates the erstwhile three Ombudsman schemes of RBI 
namely, (i) the Banking Ombudsman Scheme, 2006; (ii) the 
Ombudsman Scheme for Non-Banking Financial Companies, 2018; 
and (iii) the Ombudsman Scheme for Digital Transactions, 2019



The Scheme simplifies the grievance redress process at 
RBI by enabling the customers of Regulated Entities 
(REs) to register their complaints at one centralised 
reference point.

RB-IOS, 2021 covers all commercial banks, Non-
Banking Financial Companies (NBFCs), Payment System 
Participants, most Primary (Urban) Cooperative Banks, 
and Credit Information Companies.

The objective of the Scheme is to resolve the customer 
grievances involving ‘deficiency in service’ on part of 
REs in a speedy, cost-effective and satisfactory 
manner.



Negative interest rate policy



Bank of Japan exits world's last negative-rate regime in landmark policy shift 
recently.

A negative interest rate policy (NIRP) is a monetary policy that allows central 
banks to set interest rates below 0%.

This policy used to encourage borrowing, spending, and investment, rather 
than hoarding cash.

Central banks and regulators use negative interest rates when there are signs 
of deflation.

In a negative interest rate environment, borrowers are paid interest instead 
of paying interest to lenders.

NIRP is seen as a “last resort” policy to use after exhausting all other options.







Thank you 
guys.


