Daily Current Affairs

P oo [
1d’: Trun

—— |atl0n5hhp -

o deferce. | MOGIGRAISE. Cuih PM & Demarcus
e b

AMU cops

iﬁ@wﬁa

as pmlo.slors run ric - “A:a‘m“"’nl"’u:'ﬂi. R Lo chver s

e e
\\\Thelndlan EXPRESS

U q\».-\ M oF o

. w1 3T o P

-*-A He Dhink s BE i€3.2 new
Aupter o tiex Mo

12 e |GOO Mommg Indlamenca

Pf\l Sousing rekc ame i Ademe ahad
dteesfalis n NewDehitoday
i ¢~ R et

Policeman afnong S killed | Donald Trump calls Mc
in l)dhl viol¢nce over CAA | friend: ld\'l‘lh(‘\ p]d]sc

ST trail. NIA
Ructs scarches in T

THE

SThelndianEXPRESS FINANCIAL
EXPRESS




»

/" PIB, PR4 &

The Hindu \é ‘
U i ‘ Other
newspaper

¥

S &
The Indlan i ‘ Jansatta
Express

1
Financial
Express



Class24 App download




CURRENT BUMPLEI'IEE
AFFAIRS m(/as.

By Bhunesh Sir By Bhunesh Sir

YUPDATED CURRENT AFFAIRS & STATIC GK

@ COMPLETE 2 YEARS (2023 + 2024) /ALy & HISTORY

‘ w & POLITY o
CURRENT AFFAIRS & GEOGRAPHY - e

@ COMPLETE NOTES (PDF) Py & ECONOMICS Ry LT

©360'DEGREE EXAMS COVERED ” ¥ SCIENCE ~ﬁ . Ak
PRICE\ | PRICE

19997 999 | Class2 a | 19993999

/

| Use Code- B50 ‘( | | Use Code- B50




Any bellef that cannot be defended

by logic, procf or evidence is
protected by hurt feelmgs and if
heeded expressed by wolence

Javed Akhtar
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ELECTORAL BOND BUYERS

Several pharma firms
faced regulatory actions

NEWS » PAGE 4

FAMINE LOOMS

UN blames
Israel for
starvation
in Gaza

WORLD » PAGE 12

ELecTioN MANIFESTO
Congress to focus
on 25 guarantees
NEWS » PAGE 5

Both nations share
a unique level of trust

EDITORIAL » PAGE &

CANCELLED WAITING LIST TICKETS
Railways earned
X1.230 cr. in 3 years

SC will hear petitions to stay CAA on Apl'll 9

Centre refuses to state that it would refrain
from granting the fast-tracked ci

he Supreme Court
R
to comnsider the

question of staying the op-
eration of the rules notified
nodershe. - Cldzenship

or CAA

name was not on the SPG
list. » PAGE 3

Ex officer
gets life term for
fake encounter

MuseBAL
The Bombay High Court on
Tuesday sentenced to &
imprisonment former Mumbai
Palice Inspector &

Sharma for the fake encounter
killing of Lakhan Baiys, aliss
Ramnarayan Gupta » PAGE 4

AT S, days before the
first phase of the Lok Sab-
ha election, even as the go-

vernment o make
a statement that it would
not grant fast-tracked citi-
zenship 1o non-Mi

during the pendency of the
case.
“1 am not ready to

pearing for the Centre,
sasd.

A threejudge Bench
headed by Chief Justice of
handrachud

basedonr

identity v

I g

go ahead and implement
the CAA rules he

on of rights
However, Ms. Jaising, for
T < teader

rights, says advocate for peudoners

The big test

Arguments coming befors the Supreme Court an April 9

> - scan

rutes.
> Batis of relighous e

2t solety oo the
ity

December 31, 2014.

anyone... Those who have
entered hy 2014 will be
for grant or re-

= Once the process

fusal of cﬁlzenshlp Mr.
Mehta reasoned.
Pasha

Brvarnmonts o SPEECAKIont

Mahua Moitra, cautioned

citizenship process under
cAA

Mr. Sibal said if the
Centre could wait nearly
five years to notify the CAA

rules, they could wait tll
July 2024 He said citizen-

tzenship based on the
religious identity of a per-

mental rights to
crimination and equality
Constitution.

Nizam
jlso for the petitioners,
linked the

Muslims left out of Nati

Assam may face executive action, says

“Will get right to vote”

of the CAA to 9 lakh

people exclu e From the
Rational Register of Citi-
zens (NRC) list in Assam.
No

es to about 20
oved separately by peti-
tioners to stay the C.
rules, notified on March 11
The law officer argued
that the law did not prejud-

grant citizenship oaly to

apply to these people.
Those who do not belong
to “one particular com-
munity or religion~ would
get their citizenship apphi-

under the =il migrants- belong-  catlons processed “all of a
ing © mem-  sudden” while the Muslims

Baf amppresd the mg: e of ik SAG, BAL . o Were out of NRC may

ment, noting that 2 . Parsi, and face executive action.
Christian “Thatis s,

top
owrt had stayed ehe ooty
farm 1

e WA ‘sought four
weeks® time to file r

tered India on or before

But Mr. Mehta said simi-
lar attempes to ~mislead”
people had been made out-

a Hindu mi-
grant from Balochistan.
* grant of citizen-

clses righe?~ Mr.

m, will gec a right to
vote,” Ms. Jaising shot back
o objections from Mr. Ku-

of Citi in
petitioner
larger Bench.

Senior advocate Vijay
Hansaria, appearing for a

the grant of citizenship
aer “Section 6BM of lhe
can Sect

case to be referred to a

Sa'of tha Cliteanship Act.
1955, whic! ed de-

‘Forced labour

generates
of $36 billion”

~NEW DELEI
A study by the Intermational
Labour Organization 0LO}.
relessed in on Tosaday,
has found that forced tabo
mneratos illegal profits worth
53¢ illion per
increase of 379% of such illegal
profits since 2014 » PAGE &

cHENNAL
Tami Nach will witness history
when one of its space start ups
Iaunches #s first rocket on
Friday. The space start-up
Agnitl Cosmos Private
Limited will be launching

rockes Agnibaan Sub Orbitat
Technology Demonstrator from
the Satish Dhawan Space
Centre. » PAGE 3

Festival hues: Workers prepare coloured powder, 3iso known 3= ‘Gulal’ 3t 3 factory in Jaipur shead of the Holi Sestival, on Tuesdsy. #

Tariff regulator snubs revenue projections
at Adani airport in Thiruvananthapuram

NEW DECH

The Adani- controlled Thi-
ruvananthapuram air-
ports projection of reve-
nue from non. nautical

The Airports Economic
Regulatory Authority (AE-
has  recommended

that this revenue projec-

tion should be hiked four-
fold, from the 103 crore
o g
¥

The AERA warts.
hiked four-fold to €39S

propased by the alrport to
2395 crore, over five years.
The Adani-run airport has
dismissed the AERAs pro-
jection as  -notional
revenue”.

The AERA has also ques-

Crore ouver five years. STECIAL ARRANGEVENT

doned how master

contract for non-aeronauti-

cal services was awarded

o an Adani group subsidi-

ary, with restrictive bid cri-

teria and “a low revenue
095"

This structure led to the
airport operator reducing
the mandatory 30% of

paper floated by the AERA
on February 12 to deter-

mine the revised tariff for
the fiveyear control pe-
riod. from April 2022 w0
March 2027.
1t invited various stake-
holders, such as airlines.
and ground han®
dling xgendes. to submit
their comments by March
15, afer which It will issue
a tariff order.

21 lakh SIM
cards in use
have fake

o suppore apptica:
tions to activate at least 21

wse for committing var
Pes of cyber crimes or
online frau,

B weas fond that i 1.92

across service providers
across the country. This in-
Quded that

SC issues summons to
Ramdev in Patanjali
misleading ads case

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
uesday asked self-styled
)'ogn guru Baba Ramdev to
personally appear i a con-
tempe case mitiated
Patanjali Ayurved for pu-
blishing misleading adver-
tisements in violation of
the Drugs and Magic
dies ((X)jecdnnable Adver-

tisements) Act. 1954 des-
pite an und given
ourt in November
Tast T year
£ Justices Hi-
ma Kohih ar and Ahsanuddin
Aman: ued a show

cause nmlne to Baba Ram-
dev to file his response

8aba Ramdev

lef~ for diseases such as
obesity, blood pressure,
asthma, etc, in violation of
the 1954 Act.

On November 21, the
court directed the compa-
ny to not make any
statements” to the print or
Slactronic media sbout the
efficacy of their medicinal
products or indulge in any

disparaging _ statements
about other disciplines of
medicin such as
all

ever, a press confe-
held by

on February 27. The Bench

ic Remedies (Objectiona-
Act,

brushed aside the expl.
tions offered by senior ad-
. ap-
pearing for Patanjali, for
not fil ply.
The Benl:h indicated
that Baba Ramdev should
heard in the case as he

y

ble Adver
1954, the court observed.
Inthe

The Thi
ram Kerala International

wholly- subsidiary
of Adani Enterprises Lrd,
which signed a concession

airport for a period of SO
years.

cate-
gorised. a5 individual tn-
stead of bulk connections.
nationwide analysis
o el  up as pare of the
Sanchar Saathi,
centric inftiative that em-
citizens to know
the mobile connections is-
sued in thelr name and
seek disconnection of any
SIM card that they that not
applied for.

by the court on November

21, 2023.
The Bench had issued
show cause notice to Pa-
on

. we
specifically  said

should be no violadon of
any means that
there should be nothing

tising or branding s pro-
ducts as “permanent re-

of drugs ma-
nufactured and marketed

gice Kohll had told Patanga-
1i's lawyers at
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Absence of Muslim candidate triggers row

EALAKKAD

rime Minister Na-
rendra Modl ook
out a roadshow in
Palakkad town on Tues-

day, Infusing enthust

am candidate M. Abdul Salam was 4

of BIF
both sides of the road and
chee: Prime
Minkder.

Mot was flanked by
qus Palakkad candidate
Krishnakumar and Pon-

and in thou-

T
BIF  Stare
P oworkers who  president K. Surendran
him,  and two SPG
behind him
iNot allowed”

wonld wisit the State again
to campaign for the party’s
ey candidates in

The roadshow started at
10.45 a_m. From the Anjuvi-
Ralkcka Thousands

Junction.

limns candbdate on (thJJ"s
first list, reached here on
ime to join the roadshow,
but he was not allowed to

O thee mnewe: Prime Mirsster Barendra Mo weing 1o supportens
during = rosdshoe in Palskiad on Tuesday. FT

enter the wehicle as his

was not on the SPG

list. Dir. Salam left Palakkad

saying that “his name was
not there on the Hst™

BIP sources said that Dr.

Salam could not be accom-

¢ Modi duri

but the Muslim commuunity
as well. “The BJP had an-

Prime Minister. But by de-
nying Dr. Salam, the BIP
has Sent & WICIE message.
it can be mterpreted that

his roadshow in Palaldcad: CPIM accuses

Modi, to take a
him. and w in-

r. Sakam that he
was disappointed as being
denied the oppol ity to

d the Prime Minister's
vehbcle.

“who will not like 1o ac-
company the Prime Mimis-
ter? | have no complaint. 1

e 1 wras ot eligible. Bt
my oppormunites are com-
ing.” he said.

The covered
nearly one kilometre in
halfan-hour and conclhsd-
ed at Head Past Office.

Elaborate security ar-
rangements were made for
Mr. Modi's visit. More than
2,000 police  personmel
were deployed across the
o

SC permits BRS leader to withdraw
2023 plea challenging ED summons

EW DELH
The Supreme

witha to withdraw & Writ
petition filed in March Last
wear ngging summons:
kssued by the Directorate of

ol like o wishdraw the

petition as she had already

been ar on March 15
and  remanded
——

The pl dismissed

a
filed in the Suprerme Court
challenging her arrest and

e withdrawn pmum

appear before the ED for

questioning. The BRS lead-
er sakd she had already
been.quul:innedon march

* She biad argued that the
ED summons was an int-
midaticon tactic. Ms. Ka-
wvitha alleged thar she was
compelled to produsce her
mobile phone and was
questioned after sunsex the

Radhakrishnan gets

charge of Telangana
and Puducherry

The Hindu Bureamn
HEW DELHLHYDERARAD

ks also pleased o appoint
Shri €. P. Radhakrishnan,
Governor nfj]-arkhand

discharge the functions of

the Gowernos of Telangana
and L

Police rescue four
children sold to
couples, arrest two

THOOTHUKUDL

less people. and arrested
the accused.

Abandoned by her hus-
band, Sandhya Cudi-
yatham in Velimre district
was living on the pavement
near St. Amtony’s Church

the police zerced in on two
persans — N, Samy alias Ka-

ruppasamy, 47, of Alangu-
lam in Tenkasi district and

of Puducherry in addition
o his own duties, untl reg-

rr ents  are
a Rashrrapati Bha-

Elving
e ity

Rajan alias Ra-
js g

They confessed to the
had kid-

that they
napped another girl, for
which no complaint was

The parcots of three
of the children have
been identificed and

to reunite them

registered in any police sta-
o,

'he duo sold girl chil-
dren to kssueless couples
and the police rescued all
the four children. The kid-
rvince

glons.” 1 ror General
of Palice (South L

0 reporters here
on . Mr. Kannan
said the duo had targeted

steal the babies
“we have identified the
parents of three children

case and Mr.

He appealed to the public
not to spread rumours
about
bt 1o alert the police.

DG (Tirunelvell Ra
Pravesh mar was pre-
sena.

Efforts on to keep tusker out
of Munnar’s residential areas

The Kerala Forest Departmen: is continuing its

mission to chase wild

ck o

tusker Padayappa ba
foress from the residential areas in Munnar. The

deparcment plans wo
drone carme

movermnents.

damaged.

i the help

alrcraft-rmodel

P
ras to monitar the wild elephant's
According to officials, the tusker has
several shops, blocked vehicl
al ressdents in the past momnth. A
ream Is closely monioring the
ke il of drone camesas a

s, and

mevements of the

Epiing 6 Chase 1 ek to Toreat.

Kumaraswamy to undergo

aortic valve

acement

08y president and former Chief Minister of
rnataka H.ID. Kumaraswanmy will

mngcs.l-e:.aranruva)ve
procedu

at Apollo H
c_berulalon'l’hur!day “This is the third tm

he is undergod

rEoing the procedure
amelopeammnogsduemmm walve
the p

piantation (TAVT, o

ospicals in
= thar
s he has

being in

mzm?.fhesurgel—ysbemgdene [

2007
Chennai o avoid the regular fow

of visitors and

his well-wishers to the hospiral, sources said.

NIA arrests PFI worker in

RSS leader murder case

The National Investigation Agency (NLAY on
arre Shafeekh, a native of

in Mala am distric

was tracked to rict, according
release. He was produced before the NLA Special

Coure hers, which sent him to judscial custody on

T . He was alleged
of the PFL A total of 71
Edens part of the

c

Ly a part of the hit squad
been

consplracy.

T.N. start-up to launch its first rocket on Friday

CELERSAL

Madu will wimess

Tami

rocket Agnibaan Sub Orbd-
ral Technology Dermonsira-
ror (SOrTeD) from the Sat-

Dhawan Space Gentre,

sriharikota.
Thers are several inter-
is par

. Moin &P and Sakya
ARARCE

h Ravichardrs
Chakraartiy fourded Agnitl Cosmos in 2017, SFECaL

plece 30 printed engine
designed and buile ndige-
nously.

Founded in 2007 by Sri-
nath Ravichandsan, Moin
SPA, and akravar-
thy, Agnilul Cosmos

the country to skgn an
agreement  with  Indian
arch Organisa-

cess to the 5 noy's
expertise and its facilities

me: on  the
launch, Mr. Chakravarthy,
co-founder and e,

Technology, Madras, told
The Hivdae, is wwould b
India’s first i nxygen-
keresene rocket flighs in b

"Mol-e importanty, we
would be flying our patent.
et & integrat
single plece 30 Wln(er_‘l

rocket” he A
He Ffurther explained,
“This & a sub-orbital

feedback guidance  and
control with a gimballed
thrust vector control. As
such, this is the frst private
launch in India requiring a

WOTrst case soenar

first  privately-developed
rocket, lifted off from a

Karnataka
HC stays ban
imposed on
23 “ferocious’
dog breeds

BENGALURL

The Karnaraka High Court

cular, issued on March 12
by the Animal Hushandry
and Dairying Department
of the Centre, would be Li-

mited only to Karnataka .
Justice M. Nagaprasanna
the reler

the workd's first single came the first compamny in 1o build Agnibaan in Dwe- loog launchpad in Sriharikota. pa: aw[mﬁn ﬁ[irdml,ynagn,
BJP leaders protest ‘assault’ | Tiger Triumph-24 will | S2innr "o

on shopkeeper, detained

BENGALURL

The BIP held a “Hamuman
Chalisa Ralty here on
Tuesday over the :Degecl
assault on a shopkeep
The pollce had refused

Conduct, sources said. All

three BJP «: = from
Bengaluru — Tejasvi Surya
eEengaluru  Scwthd. P.C.
Mohan  (Rengaluru Cen-
wraly and Shobha Karan-

curred o Mal
an argument brol
Docaitn D v of yourh

SR g

B supparters protesting agains
shopeeeper in

and Mukesh Singh. a mo-

used persons based
on Mukesh's comp!

chona

i
Tuesday. SPEOAL Pt

BJP* MPs blamed the Sid-
edl

boost bilateral ties,
says U.S. Ambassador

The Hindu Burean
VISAKHAPATIGAM

1.8, Ambassador to India
Eric Carcetti and Vice Ad-
miral Bajesh Penchariar,

rming i
oneiTtindn ama said the
party’s ‘appeasement pol-
itlcs” had brought on this
simuation.

gammmeille, the  Con-
as
p]a.ln( with
ommission against  Mr.
'l'ejssvlacc ng him of vio-
e

Lari the poll cod
|

esclay.
ions have nev-
er been so strong., and w

are acceleraring our rela-
tons. We are Indias No. 1

partner in military exercis-

sess our collective
ponse o natural

res-

the dog breeds was is-

these breeds as pess should
sterilise the dogs to
rther b

The Centret counsel
told the court that the cir-
cular was issued based on
a direction isswed by the
Delhi HC asking the de-

ment to consider the
representation of the PIL

and to work ous S‘(JP;"

Earlier, 31 a programme

held to mark the launch of
Triumm| T

. Comm
ing Officer of INS falasiowea

i
ween the partmer nazions.

for cer-
tain dog breeds.

Moticing that the Delhi
1S order was “uneguivo-
cal In directing that all the
stakehol must be con-

Justice Nagaprasanna said

there is a need to exa-
documents for

was consulted, as sulta-
thon with all holders
was essential_




T.N. start-up to launch its first rocket on Friday

Sangeetha Kandavel
CHENNAI

Tamil Nadu will witness
history when one of its
space start-ups launches its
first rocket on March 22.

The Chennai headquar-
tered space start-up Agni-
kul Cosmos Private Limit-
ed will be launching its first
rocket Agnibaan Sub Orbi-
tal Technology Demonstra-
tor (SOrTeD) from the Sat-
ish Dhawan Space Centre,
in Sriharikota.

There are several inter-
esting facts about this par-
ticular launch — Agnibaan
SOrTeD — will be India’s
first launch from a private
launchpad, India’s first se-
mi-cryogenic engine po-
wered rocket launch and

Ready for lift off: Srinath Ravichandran, Moin SPM and Satya
Chakravarthy founded Agnikul Cosmos in 2017. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

piece 3D printed engine
designed and built indige-
nously.

Founded in 2017 by Sri-
nath Ravichandran, Moin
SPM, and Satya Chakravar-
thy, Agnikul Cosmos be-

the country to sign an
agreement with Indian
Space Research Organisa-
tion (ISRO) under the IN-
SPACe initiative to have ac-
cess to the space agency’s
expertise and its facilities

cember 2020.

Commenting on the
launch, Mr. Chakravarthy,
co-founder and adviser,
Agnikul Cosmos, and pro-
fessor at the Department of
Aerospace Engineering at
the Indian Institute of
Technology, Madras, told
The Hindu, “This would be
India’s first liquid oxygen-
kerosene rocket flight in In-
dia, from India’s first priv-
ately developed launch-
pad, in Sriharikota.”

“More importantly, we
would be flying our patent-
ed world’s most integrated
single piece 3D printed
rocket,” he added.

He further explained,
“This is a sub-orbital
launch but it is not a
sounding rocket. It has the

feedback guidance and
control with a gimballed
thrust vector control. As
such, this is the first private
launch in India requiring a
flight termination system
and a safety radius from
the launchpad calculated
from some tens of thou-
sands of simulations of
worst case scenarios.”

He pointed out that the
next step post the mission
would be post-flight analy-
sis of all the subsystem per-
formance. The immediate
future plan is to get ready
for the orbital flight.

Agnikul’s rocket is the
second privately-deve-
loped rocket in India. In
2022, Vikram-S, India’s
first privately-developed
rocket, lifted off from a




On the launch pad

Hyderabad-based Skyroot's satellite launch vehicle is called
Vikram and Chennai-based Agnikul's is called Agnibaan. A
look at their payloads

Vikram1 Vikram2 Vikram3 Agnibaan
-'h" o~
r— o— <
s < -
- = >
> <
z T ;

225-315kg  410-520kg  580-720kg 100kg

Source: Skyroot Aerospace, Agnikul Cosmos



ONAMORE °
DIRECT ROUTE

Second spaceport will be
used for smaller rockets

WHAT'S THE DIFFERENCE

» Dogleg manoeuvreisa
sharp tum that causes the
rocket to deviate froma
straight flight path

» This manoeuwre requires
more fuelin the rocket
which eats into the payload
capacity of the launcher
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WHAT MAKES INDIA’S FIRST
PRIVATELY BUILT ROCKET SPECIAL.:

SKYROOT’S VIKRAM-S

The Vikram-S launch vehicle or rocket

is developed by the Kondapur
(Telengana)-based spacetech startup
Skyroot. The firmwas launched by

former ISRO Engineers

Pawan Kumar Chandana (31) and

Naga Bharat Daka (32) in 2018.

Skyroot hasraised $68 mn in funding to date.

<
=
A
>
.=

INSIDE VIKRAM-S
Made using composite materials, it has an

Equipped with
stability during flight

worked to build it

in arecord time of

LAUNCHTO TEST

® 80% of onboard technologies for
company’s future Vikram Series launches

e Effectiveness of inflight avionics, including
telemetry, tracking, inertial measurement,
GPS, camera, and data acquisitionand
power systems

Source: Company, industry
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Many pharma companies that bought
poll bonds faced regulatory actions

A doser loak at the electoral bond data indicates several finms in the B

sroetical sector that

urchased the bonds were under the scanner of the

Enforcement Directorate or the IFT Department at somme point in the past five years: some were also in the cross hairs of US. FDA over guality control

based  pharma)
major Mtlrn Labe Lo,

s alee seareised
the residences of its own-
ers. In the same month,
the Indian government
said the searches revealed

the tune of £1,000 crore.
The same month, the
sational  Pharmsceutical
icing authoriy iFea)
iedne n Phar

crore expendimre on sin-
gle brand Dolo G50 on free-
bées in one year” to be “not

enemect.

Lt pmch.qgsa Clectoral
bonds worth $6 crore, an
additonal set worth 23
crore on  Mowember 15,
2022, and another worth
27 crore on_ October =,
Zoxd, taking the total tally
o 216 crore.

m april
Drugs  Lid.

2022, Hetero
and  Heters

Labs Ltd. each purchased
bonds worth £20 crore. Six
months earlier, on October
2021, after

seized £14Z crore in cash.

In Decem same

year, reskdents of a village
isakha

patnam
manded action against I-(z—

Fharmaceuticals major Micro Labs Lid. bought poll Bords orth
25 crore after the |-T Department ssarched its affices. FILEFHOTS

rero Drugs Lrd. because,
they alleged, it had laid a

long pipe with
requisite clearances. In all,
e

dy is an investor in Hazelo
Lab  and  Hindys Lab,

and for 10 crore each on

subpar drug-

tions ar some of its facilith

SSC withdraws result
for recruitiment
exam in Manipur

MEW DELIL

The Staff selection Com-
bon (SSCH on

withdrew the final results
for the recruitment

Jrsrise Wikatari}

of the be
published shorthy,” the SSC
said.

The withdrawal came as

the final result selecting
260 candidates for S97 va-
cancies in the State had led

fon
ate number of people from
Kuki-Zo community being
selected.

The Joint Action Com-
mitree, an Imphal based ci-
sockery organisac
h:d mer with Chief hairsia.

Even as the were
Fncnmed = ot Stats
i August the

round of sensmm- for a-

March 15, the final results
for the S97 wacancies in
Manipur were declared,
showing the selection of
260 =

According o this result,
of the 260 selected candi-
dates, 150 were selected
umder the Scheduled Tribe

Classes guota and 1
selected under the
served category.

Modi promises strict action against
corruption over the next five years

SALEM

Prime AMinister Narendra
Modi on  Tuesday said
stringent action would be

MHUK] is coming to power,”

ter Marendr b
reeting in Salem on Tuescy, £ ARSI R

a8 = publ

he said
mir. Modi claimed that

S-Ezllr@,mp:a-dne

The DMK has loss its sleep
because of the support that
the MDA alliance pariners
have been recehing in the
state_...” he sald.

Taking a dig at the IN-
DA Bloc, mMr Modi said
that their motve had be-
come clear after their first
rally in Mumbais Shivaji

are attacking

Hindu dharma and want to

ent hem,
bt 6 by the Ul g
wermment.

Activist calls for border march in
Ladakh to mark land lost to China

o Sin
NEW DELHI

the border along China to
showease how masch Land
has been lost to the neigh-

sero temperntnre In Leh,
uriving only an salt and

o For T st 14
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April 7
“The march will also
highlighs the areas, prime
ure lands, that are be-

Ing turned b solas parks.
omn one nomads
losing their land to corpo-

other hand lhzysm Tosing

past land o China
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the the Chinese
have  caprured

ks protest that
has received pport

le is the fai-
lure of Statehood talks bet-

leaders and U Home
Minister Amit Shah on
March 4.

Former police officer gets life
term in fake encounter case

nUMEAL

The Bombay High Court on
Tuesday sentenced to Hee

Empriscnment former
Mumbal Police Inspector
Pradeep Sharma for the

case.
former polic
mHlip Palande,

Pracesp Sharma

Killed Gupta in a staged en-
counter. Later, Bheda was
alse found dead.

“Perverse scoguittal®
The Division Bench of Jus-
mice Revari Mohite Dere
and justice Gauri Godse

coust also dismissed ap-
peals by the I3 accused in
the case.

A magistesial inguisy had

special L Team
ESIT) was formed by the
court 1FS  officer
K.M.M. Prasanna, the then
Deputy Commissioner of
Puolice, was a to i
westigare the ¢

In April 2000, the SIT

said that a real estate agen
Janardhan Bhange, had gi-
murder conmract to

Vashi In MNavi Mumbad. He
cae

Erseso murder. 1
-umryoﬂugxl:gtorms £
mily,” court. Thy

©On March I3, 2011, ahead
of his before the
court, Sheda, "the prime
wimness ase

the . went
missing n—om his residence
in . cur days Larer, his
dmpussa and burnt ba-

ed life sentence to 21 ac-
cused bur scquitted Shar-

ML.K. Stalin seeks legal
action against Union
Minister’s comments

Condemning Union Minis-
rer .sluﬂ:lls Karandlaje's
“reckles:

comments
against penple from Tamil
Nadu living in Karnar,

Chief Minkster M_K. Stalin
t begal

caka, met tratned in Tanmil
Himdin: sl plient: emies i
ataka™ had

and Kannadi-
as alike will reject this di-
visive rhetoric o

harmony and national -

Fram the P:rl:lne Mimnis-
ter to cadre weryone in
the BJP should stop engas-
ing in this divisive politics.”

MK Seain

he said, adding that the
Election Commission (EC)
should take note of the
“hate speech” and
action.

ALADME general secre-
tary Edappadi K. Palanis-
wami too, condemmned the
Union Minister and urgec
the EC to ensure that such
hate speeches are not deli-
vered.

Late Tuesday night, the
Union Minister apologised
for her re posted

social media that she
was. retracting them

Delhi HC to
hear Cong.
plea against
tax recovery

WEW DELHL

The Delhi High Court on

Notifyving CAA during
Ramzan makes it

worse: US.

Suhasini Haidar
MEW DHEL]

Adding o the heated ex-
change words berween
l)EIIll and Washin, ower
the implementation of the
Citkzenship

Act, the Lhair of the 1.8
Senate Foreign Relacions

omen.

The ITAT on March &
had dismissed the Con-
gress’s applicamion seelking
a stay on the February 13
LT depart-
inftlating  recowvery

against it

uua timing of the Modl go-

Senator

spokesperson Randhir jais-
wal had said there were no

persans comm
“misplaced, misinformed
and unwa . amnd ac-

cusing the 1.8, administra-
gon of pracdcing “vors
bank polizics




Activist calls for border march in
[.adakh to mark land lost to China

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

Around 10,000 people
from Ladakh will march to
the border along China to
showcase how much land
has been lost to the neigh-
bouring country, climate
activist and education re-
former Sonam Wangchuk
said on Tuesday.

Mr. Wangchuk has been
protesting in open in sub-
zero temperature in Leh,
surviving only on salt and
water for the past 14 days,
to demand constitutional
safeguards for the Union
Territory.

“We know from the she-
pherds that they are not al-
lowed [anymore] to go to
the places that they always
used to go. In particular
areas, they are stopped ki-
lometres before where
they used to go earlier. We
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i
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No step back: Sonam Wangchuk is on a fast seeking constitutional
safeguards for the Union Territory for the past 14 days. ANI

will go and show whether
land has been lost or not,”
Mr. Wangchuk said.

The march would be ta-
ken out in Finger area
(north and south bank of
Pangong Tso), Demchok,
Chushul among others
along the Line of Actual
Control with China.

He said two dates have
been shortlisted for the

march — March 27 and
April 7.

“The march will also
highlight the areas, prime
pasture lands, that are be-
ing turned into solar parks.
On one hand, nomads are
losing their land to corpo-
rates who are coming to set
up their plants, maybe
mining in future...on the
other hand they are losing

pasture land to China
which is encroaching from
the north, the Chinese
have captured huge
chunks of land in the last
few years,” he said.

No-go areas
After the June 15, 2020 inci-
dent in Galwan where 20
Indian soldiers were killed
in violent clashes with the
Chinese People’s Libera-
tion Army, several rounds
of talks between the two
armies have taken place
leading to disengagement
and creation of buffer
zones or no-go areas.

At the centre of Mr.
Wangchuk’s protest that
has received huge support
from local people is the fai-
lure of Statehood talks bet-
ween Ladakh civil society
leaders and Union Home
Minister Amit Shah on
March 4.
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Primary Demands:

The two socio-political organisations spearheading the movement are seeking protections
for the UT previously enshrined under Article 370 and 35A. Their primary demands
include:

Statehood for Ladakh: Seeking to elevate Ladakh from its current Union Territory status
to a full-fledged state, granting it greater political autonomy and decision-making powers.

Safeguards under the 6t Schedule: Advocating for Constitutional provisions under the
6th Schedule to protect the cultural, linguistic, and land rights of the indigenous
population.



Reservation of Jobs: Calling for reservations in
employment opportunities for the youth of
Ladakh, ensuring equitable access to economic
resources and opportunities.

Creation of Separate Parliamentary
Constituencies: Proposing the establishment of
distinct Parliamentary constituencies for Leh
and Kargil, reflecting the unique demographic
and geographical characteristics of each region.




e What are the Constitutional Provisions Related to Formation of States in India?

* Article 3 of the Indian Constitution grants Parliament the authority to undertake various
actions regarding the formation, alteration, or dissolution of states. These actions include:

* Formation of New States: Parliament can create a new state by separating territory from
an existing state, uniting two or more states, or combining any territory with a part of an
existing state.

* Increase or Decrease in State Area: Parliament has the power to increase or diminish the
area of any state.

* Alteration of State Boundaries: Parliament can alter the boundaries of any state.
* Change of State Name: Parliament can change the name of any state



What is the Sixth Schedule?

Sixth Schedule contains special provisions for the administration of tribal areas in the four northeastern
states of Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura and Mizoram under Article 244(2) of the Indian Constitution

Objectives: It aims to safeguard tribal land and resources, preventing their transfer to non-tribal
entities.

It also strives to protect tribal communities from exploitation, ensuring their cultural and social
identities are upheld and promoted.




Q2. Under which Schedule of the Constitution of India can the transfer of
tribal land to private parties for mining be declared null and void? (2019)

(a) Third Schedule

° (b) Fifth Schedule
(c) Ninth Schedule

(d) Twelfth Schedule
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Lokpal asks CBI to probe cash

for case Mahua
Lokpal, the anti-corruption body, an Tuesday
directed the CB1 m p(si:lethe casll foe- que‘r)

allegarions agains: Trinamool leader
Maliaa Moftrs who was expellod fom Lok Satha
Last year. CBI has been asied to aubmit findings
before Lokpal within six months. The GBI,
however, submitted thar the allegation thar Ms.
Moltra recelved £2.75 crore cash In two tranches

Hmnited scope of the inquiry,” 1l
Bl added that a
eruth of this allegation of a serious nature.

a probe is required to unear: e

2023 was the ‘hottest vear”
on record, confirms WMO

In line with ohservations by climate agencies, the

trest year on
“The State of Global Climare Report, p
on Tuesday, stated thar the global average
nearsurface Emperature was 145 ees
Celsius twith 3 margin of uncertainny of = 0.12
degraes Calshus) above the pre-induscrial
basels e warmest Iclymarperlnd on
Pecard: The revioe, feimt ars were
egTee the

WArTT est ye
20L6 A 129 3 012 5 Celsius above
LES0-1900 average and 2020 at 1.27 = 0,13 degree
Celsius

SC directs
States to give
ration cards to
8 cr: workers

The Hindu Bureau
WEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on

sice the protective umbrel-
13 of the Food Safety Act as
the staristics were based on
the 2011 census. The court
had said last year that it
was the duty of a welfare
state to include migrant
worker on the ration card
roill expredisiously.

Railways earned 1,230 crore
from cancelled waiting list
tickets in span of three years

Rephy o RTI query shows that the number of such cancellations rose from 253 crore in 2021

0 526 crore in 2023 ; former official calls for recalibration of wa

Maieri Porecta
NEW DELHI

he Indian Railways
£

clocked earnings of

.85 crore
rom cancelled waiting list
tickers berween 204 nd

ponsetoa
Right 1o Information Act
has revealed.

The Haflway Ministoy
response to the KT1 appli-

cation fled by W, Pra-
h. d activist Vivek
Pandey akso that

mncreased year on

For instance in 2021, a
rotal of 2.53 crore tickets
on the waiting list were
cancelled and the Railways
sarned £242.66 crote. This

umber rose 10 4.6 crore
ncke:s being cancelled in
E the earnings
soaring 1o 243916 crore. In
2023, 5.26 crore mckets
that were waltlisted were
cancelled and the s
cashed In £505 crore as a
result. In 2024, I the
month of January alone,
45.86 lakh sokets

I the meeth of lanusry 20248, 4585 lakh tickets wer.

leading ta sarmings of T43 crone far

cancelled, leading to earn-
ings of 243 crore for the
Rallways.

“ELES very clear that with
limited capacity, the Rail-
ways is unable to caer to
dema v should
Eatige the demand patern

the sleeper COMPArtment,
and the Hailways allots a
waiting lst of 600 There

p—p—Y
the Raibways. Fs PHCTD

will be no scope for accom-
modating such  a  large
pumber. and tckets are
bound to get cancelled so
they should recalibrate
thelr walting lisx thresh,
obds” the former officia
pointed our.

Deepavali week
Berween November 5 and
Movember 17 last year, dus-
wall week,

lakh
ticker cancellations.
number included those
cancelling their confirmed,

tlisteed skots: that are on offer

Kolkata

building

collapse toll

rises to 10

Shiv Sahay Singh

RoLIATA

Two more people died in

the collapse of a fve-sto-

Ie-yed building at Garden
o

in Kolkata, raking
the toll to 10 as of Tuesday.

reservation against cancel-
lation (RACY and waiting

Residents of adja-
<ent shantes on which the
under construction build-
ing collapsed have been
asked  to  vacate  their
. The building had
collapsed on March

‘Other than the shanties
at least three T build-
ings in the vicinisy of the
building have been evac-
uated by the administra-
tion.  These  buildings,
erecred T
been buil

service charge is £30
for air-conditioned classes

in case the ticket is booked
using _net ing  or
through debit and credit

ed area of Garden
Reach, The alley leading to

27.6 million people engaged
in forced labour in 2021: ILO

sty

A B e
NEW DELHI

tuates

A smudy by the Internation-
= Savs repuort

farced labour generates il-

is an increase of

37% of such legal profits
and ihe arudy

e i feeiled by both

a growth in the number of
people farced into abour,
as well as higher profts report also  sasd
generated from the explol-  forced commercial sexual
tarion of victims. For th exploitation a
smudy, surveys have been  more two-thirds
conducted among work-  (739) of the total ilegal
ers, including Indians In  profits, despite raci.

( For 7% of the total

labour are highest in Eu-

number of victims in priv-
ately imposed labour, “Af-
ter Forced commercial sex-

and domestic s
(US$2.6 billiom). These ifle-
gal profits are the wages

Tar rightfully belong i the

togethe
1Ior| o end mls Iruusllce.

Dlreclor-(.enas.'l
re were 7.6 million
Forced

n
creased by 27 million,” it

U.P. police gun down
man accused of
murdering 2 minors

MEW DELHL

The police shot dead a
man accused of murdering

belonging o the accused
m.

an
Tension gripped Bu-
daun district as news of the

mad Safid, Is said to have
slit the throats of the mi-
nors and also injured a
third brother, aged 8, wiho

ged to escape and
reach his
The accused. who ran a

salon  mear
house,

. ki
heir terrace.
weas known to the Family.
Mob gathers
An angry mob gachered af-
ter pictures of the bodies

social media The mob set
on fire shops run by pecple

the minority com
and also iried to barge in-
side a place of worship.

Police teams were de-
ployed in the area to con-
trol the Law and order
e

willy Inspector-Gen-

ral (6 Rakeeh Fumm
et the polls famediate.
Iy rushed to the spot and
managed to catch the ac-
cused who atternpted to

bid o escape, the
accused fired ar the police
and was killed in iaxo-
y fire.” he said.

mr. Kumar stated that
the mogive for maurder
was not yet known and the
police were invessigating

the marter.

The residents
area, n
that Sajid bore
against the victims:
who ran a beauty pariour

B

Zomato brings ‘pure veg’ fleet,
draws criticism from public

Aroon Deep
NEW DELHL

Food delivery platform Zo-
main on Tuesday launched
2 “pure veg® delivery fleet
that would deliver Orders

from restaurants that do
not serve meat, or
based  dishes. The
s per are

users

dia whole-heartedly, it im-
mediately sparked
backlash from app-based

Congress MP from Stuagan-
£a. oo weighed in, calling
the company “socially re-

e and

discriminatory” .

‘On announcing the de-
clsion, Mz Goyal said th
the “pure weg"
“doesn't serve or a
any religious, or politcal
preference”, furthers saying
that the move was planmed
and ralled out in response
o user ack. If this is

enate

Zomasn's new ‘pure weg’ Aeet
RrPOEERISaRAL

backgro:
Sheikh Salauddin, presi-

dent of Indian Federation  ofa paricular caste and re-
of Based ligiom, will this be agreed to

s welly asked Mr. Salaud-
lasi on Zo- din, adding, g

e

Slriady been multiple i

stances of customers re-

questing delivery partners

of a particular religion or
iy

I
rectly, s o Eoing to
Catearise delbvery Partn.
ers on the lines of caste,  delivery
commmumnity and religion?=

partmers will he
selected for this particular

illegal profits from forced  culture (USS5.0 billion),  said. started making rounds on  in the area against ground-level deliv- Karti P, Chidambaram,  fleet
To solve this puete onbine, g‘Jn“KU !AITI]
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Superior bhakti

Superios bhakd Lakshman, wes Rama in the Forest. Yet
it 16 Bharaia's hakid thar 15 enmadered supersor to 1 akah
mana's. Lakshmana's bhaktl was seshasva, while ata’s
was paratantriya, said Navalpaklem V. lar, in a
Biomarae. Sodtatoa 15 the quality of dedleating amesoll b
the Lord and serving Him. But paratantriya is the attinde
of thinking of oneself as belonging to the Lord. The very

f such a bhalkta is to carry out the Lord's will.
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lassified as paratantriya, then he
will obay, without quesTioning the Lor

I s Padul:a Sahasram, ])&ukx raises Bhara-
13 as ﬂlg(paoclalmed meg:ea(nass of Ragha-
va Paduka (Rama's sandals. There ace many comersa-
thons that Bharata has with various characters in the
Ramayana.

Th Ty conversation that Bharata has, Valmiki
shows us ‘lhe |m.pm[ance of the dharma iras. He has
msothing bast

that Bharata ascend the throme, but Bharata refuses.
‘When he arrives at the bank of the Ganga, he has a comver-
tion with Guha_ Looking ma, he

sa Ra arrives at sage
Bharadwaja’s ashram, and talks to the rishi, who tells him
where he can fnd




2023 was the ‘hottest year’
on record, confirms WMO

In line with observations by climate agencies, the
World Meteorological Organisation has officially
confirmed 2023 to be the hottest year on record.
“The State of Global Climate Report”, published
on Tuesday, stated that the global average
near-surface temperature was 1.45 degrees
Celsius (with a margin of uncertainty of + 0.12
degrees Celsius) above the pre-industrial
baseline. It was the warmest 10-year period on
record. The previous, joint warmest years were
2016 at 1.29 + 0.12 degrees Celsius above the
1850-1900 average and 2020 at 1.27 + 0.13 degree
Celsius.




2023 warmest year on record,
2014-23 warmest decade;: WMO

ANJALIMARAR
BENGALURU, MARCH 19

THE WORLD Meteorological
Organisation(WMQO) has made it
official: 2023 was the warmest
year on record, while the past
decade (2014-23) was the
warmest ever, the WMO said iniits
latest report on Tuesday.

In its annual State of the
Climate Report, the WMO has said
thatglobal mean surface temper-
ature in 2023 was 1.45 degrees
Celsius higher than the average of
the 1850-1900 pre-industrial pe-
riod. This is significantly higher
than the 1.29 degrees Celsius in-
crease from pre-industrial times
that was recorded in 2016.

The decadal average of the
global mean surface temperature
between 2014 and 2023 was 1.2
degrees Celsius higher than the
pre-industrial average, making it
the warmest 10-year period on
record.

The WMO report noted that
the observed concentrations of
three main greenhouse gases —
carbon dioxide, methane and ni-
trous oxide — also touched new
records in 2022, the last year for
which consolidated global figures
were available. Carbon dioxide

concentrations in 2022 had
reached 417.9 parts per million,
150 per cent of the levels seen in
the pre-industrial times, while
methane concentrations were
1,923 parts per billion, which was
264 per cent of pre-industrial lev-
els. Nitrous oxide concentrations
in 2022 were observed at 335.8
parts per billion, which was 124
per cent of pre-industrial level, the
report said.

Much of this information had
been released in November last
year, using data till October, in a
provisional report that WMO
brings out to coincide with thean-
nual climate change conference.
The data till October was so strong
that none of the trends were ex-
pected to change during the re-
maining two months of the year.
"Concentrations of greenhouse
gases continued torise (in 2022).
Ocean heat content and sea level
reached record observed highs
and therate ofincrease is acceler-
ating. Antarctic sea ice extent hit
record observed lows. Key glaciers
suffered record losses. The climate
crisis is the defining challenge that
humanity faces,"” said Celeste
Saulo, Secretary-General, WMO,
inastatement.

With 70 per cent of Earth's
area covered by water, the rising

greenhouse gases generate excess
energy, which remains accumu-
lated in the form of heatand is ab-
sorbed by oceans. In addition to
this heat, oceans absorb carbon
dioxide, which together with
warming of the sea waters result
in ocean acidification, rising sea
level and more.

The ocean heat content in
2023 exceeded the 2022 value,
thus reaching a 65-year high
record, the WMO said.

The Mediterranean Sea and
Atlantic Ocean remained unusu-
ally warm, besides the Pacific
Ocean warming owing to the El
Nino conditions that commenced
inJune last year.

As like heatwave and cold-
wave on land, there are ocean-
equivalent components in the
oceans known as marine heat
wave and marine cold wave.2023
being an El Nino year — when
there prevails higher than normal
sea surface temperatures along
the equatorial Pacific Ocean —
marine heat wave persisted along
the North Atlantic Ocean.
AccordingtoWMO, atleast 32 per
centarea of the total global oceans
suffered from marine heatwave
everyday last year (23 per cent
area during the 2016 El Nino
episode).
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India to join
U.S.-led carbon
market project

wes: Incia is 230 conssdering ciean electricity

Srd sustainable sviation S Inftathees. #

Amiti Sen
EW DELHI

India has decided to join at least one of the four
work last

week

under the ‘clean energy pillar’ of the U.S.Jed
Indo Pacific Economic Framework (IPEF) - the

one on facilitating and promoting

activites.

carbon-market

Is sald New Delhi is also considering two

‘Oficial
of the other

5. one on clean electricity and the
e ha e o S tameob it il b vl
cake 2 call on phether to join o not after

“India v.11|)om he cooperstive srocking groun

on carbon markets through the

; of Power

SNd the Puran of Encry Efciency will be the

official tracking the matter sasd.
an initiative led by U.S. President Joe

PEl
Biden. wae Gimvelled In May 2002, brs

together 14 regional partners — Australia, S
Fii. India. indonesta. japan. the Republic

Nvidia’s dizzying rally spurs rush into
Al-themed Exchange Traded Funds

The funds run the gamut from those offering a b

of the bi

s to more esoteric themes such as robotics, sound generation: the

universe of AHthemed ETFs traded in the US has soared to $6.88 bn as oflhe end of Feb. from S2.55 billion a yvear earlier. Morningstar data show

United States has

ningstar data show
“it's sdll so early n the
evnluﬂnn of this category
are scill

in the chip:

same time. many of the

the market’s current Al

sorting _through the possi-

Bilities: satd Wil Rhind,

founder and CEO of
an; S! S

The

For now, investors are
responding with enthu-
siasm and Nvidia — whose

chips are seen as the gold
in Al —

sur-
rounding Al funds echoes

Tea,

Singapore, Thafland, the U.S. Sna Viemam

Four pillar,

en by many analysts as an atempt by the U.S.

to counter China’s

influence in the

four p
‘trade; resilient supply

chains; clean energy: and corruption-free fair

crade.

(The writer is with The Hindu businessiine)

Each wave introduced

to grab the 'S

e assets of the Grani-

coshares ox Long NVDA

Daily ETF , which seeks to

deliver twice the daily re-
of

urn the chipmaker's
shares and is not mcluded
in Mor . ta on

major new o
the

and
ed astonishing wealth for
founders

ordinary investors. At the

funds,

to $2 billion earlier this
month. flows have
followed the nearly SO%
<limb in Nvidia’s shares so

echoes previous waves
of i el

Nvicia's Blackwell B200 Al chip i= 30 times speedier than s previcws chip. REUTERS

clal Intelligence ETE tri-
t $20

million

strategist at Themes ETFs.
Of the IS diversi-

fied 1

for other
viewed ransformative

far this year, after the com-
pany’s shares tripled in the
year 2023

Speedier chip
Ar s developer
e Monday, the

ence on
pany unveiled the Black.
well B20O, an Al chlp it
says s up to 30 times spee-
SI2r than its previous chip.
Smaller ETFs have also
prospered. Assets in the
Themes Generative

Mor tracks have

strong bull run in stocks is
unclear.

The S&P S00 is near-
1y 5% year-to-date, fuelled

250% gain n Super Micro
Computer, which joined
the S&P SOO this week.

Limiting exposure
Some investors appear 1o

be limiting their e
to Nvidia and other stocks
that have notched big
moves. 4 T Global X
found that its Global X Ar-
tificial Intelligence and
Technology ETF. which

ley kast week published a

list of 480 individual stocks

that may benefic from
Less

The Roundhill Genera-
tee AL & Technoloey ETE G

By comparison. its Ro-
bocscs and Artificial Intelli-
gence ETF, which has more

n 20% of its assets in-
vested In the chipmaker,
srew by 209

Others are focused on

of the Inves-

Fuelling bubble
Whether investor excite-
ment about the possibili

Tes of Al Is fuelling a bub-
ble or just contributing to a

and
©o Al and Next Gen Soft-
o

nising that these technolo-

pecieto be benofdiaries
Of generative Al including
Salesforce.com Mar-
well Technology.

Sees o
sull, one flavour
Al (hemd ETF has fafied
to win fans. The Wisdom-
Tree US Al Enhanced Value
ETF, which uses Al to se-

gory underper-
formed: many of them lack

position in Nvidia and
Stfer Alrelated stocks.

Driving over woods

Mot greem

anymeore:
SAUS. electric carmaker Tesks to cut down

£ Environmental activists occupy tree huts in the forest in Grissnheide. scutheast of Bestin, Srotesting sgeint the plans
<= to extend the comaany's factory. AR

Central banks deploy Al to assess
climate-related financial risks

Beuters
LONDON

Central bankers said on

Tuesday they have broken

new ground by using artifi-

cial intelligence to collect

ta for assessing climate-

related Gnancial risks. just
discl,

T companies is set to rise.
The Bank for Interna-
tional Sertlements, a forum
for central banks, the Bank
of Spain, Germany's Bun-
desbank and the Eix
Central Bank sasd their ex-
perimental Gala Al project
was used to analyse com-

Chonating e smmates: Gola Al rac ied 15 srialyse frn's disciosmes

an carbo.

surers and asset managers
high-quality data to
assess the impact of cli-

¥ net-zerc REUTERS.

across text, tables and foot-
notes in anmual re;

net-zero

o~

<y, and make &t easter to

e, ator,
how the data is labelled.

institu
the analyst to et
er search for the informa-
ton in public corporate re-
ports or _ contact the

pany on car- . the Gaia was able &
Pon emisstons, green bond  absence of a single report-  differences in_ definitions
issuance and  voluntary ndard and
commitmer them with a %k of across to offer
Regulators of banks, fn-  public § ion spread h-needed

for

With Gaia, adding new

KPIs or new institutions is

@uick and casy. the Central
ks said.

Clamour for collateral clouds China firm Vanke’s credit

NEWS ANALYSIS

Beuters
SHANGHAUBEUINGHONG
KONG

A rare Befjing directive to

anke beat a Hquidity
cns.\s left  lenders
scabbiine For ¢he assts
that the e-backed

loper T pmposm for col-

rioration in the property
sector.
China Vanke Is gasping

both
fell
breakeven point of 20 bil.
lion yuan (S2.8 billion),
meaning cash flowed out
of the an

crisis since mid2021. Local
Pollcymaters: " stimaiue
and easing measures have
struggled to boost sales or
increase Hquidity, uhue
many property develope:

have defauied on debt

intervention

Reuters

with

memo showed.
China’s property sector
has been in the throes of a
=

ders to access fresh credit,

two other people

Lenders are reviewing
as much of the higher-va-

lue assets as they can, the
people said. At the same

said a ffth person. Vanke
to

mud’l as 70%

ICBC did not respond to a

request for comment._
“The more demanding

approach from creditors

the va-
lue of vanke's unpledged
commercial property at 77

time.
hve’ demanded  further
collateral before agreeing
to extensions to the matus-
ites of their debt holdings,

much as 45 bil-

lion yuan if banks lend at a

502 loan-to-value ratio.
The ratio could be as

-ssi
add high-value guarantees
10 its list.

Bond liability
Analysts expect Vanke to
have enough cash to repay
$i.4 billlon worth of public
bonds maturing this year,
bt its 3

pursuit

February from the
perlod = vear prior. For all
. sales fell 8.5%.
nce among ho-
mebuyers as well as inves-

be fi-

more big cities, and so was
widely o

¥ con-

sound., market

cash and s S billion worth
of debt due in 2025.
Vonike's

sasd.
Vanke has asked credi-
tors, including Tatkang &

pICC

woes
public after the
poor defaults of a string of

Propesty and Caeusicy and
New China Life Insurance
for o extend

China Bvargrande Group
and Country Garden, amid
an industry-wide sales
drop. Sales by floor area
plunged 20.5% in january-

debt maturities, Reuters

respond to calls and emails
seeking comment.

Amx




India to join
U.S.-led carbon
market project

Green moves: India is also considering clean electricity
and sustainable aviation fuel initiatives. AP

Amiti Sen
NEW DELHI

India has decided to join at least one of the four
cooperative work programmes unveiled last week
under the ‘clean energy pillar’ of the U.S.-led
Indo Pacific Economic Framework (IPEF) - the
one on facilitating and promoting carbon-market
activities.

Officials said New Delhi is also considering two
of the other co-operative work-programme
initiatives, one on clean electricity and the other
on the use of sustainable aviation fuel but will
take a call on whether to join or not after
thorough analysis.

“India will join the cooperative working group
on carbon markets through the Ministry of Power
and the Bureau of Energy Efficiency will be the
nodal body,” an official tracking the matter said.

The IPEF, an initiative led by U.S. President Joe
Biden, was unveiled in May 2022, bringing
together 14 regional partners — Australia, Brunei,
Fiji, India, Indonesia, Japan, the Republic of
Korea, Malaysia, New Zealand, the Philippines,
Singapore, Thailand, the U.S. and Vietnam.

Four pillars
Seen by many analysts as an attempt by the U.S.
to counter China’s growing influence in the
region, the IPEF aims at having a common set of
rules and standards around four pillars viz.
connectivity and digital trade; resilient supply
chains; clean energy; and corruption-free fair
trade.

(The writer is with The Hindu businessline)
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No stay on CAA
Rules, SC tells Govt
to respond to pleas

Apex court tells Centre to file reply
by April 2, next hearing on April 9

ANANTHAKRISHNAN
NEW DELHL MARCH 12

WHILE IT refused to stay the im-
plementation of the Citizenshin

“Solicitor General Tushar
Mehita submits that four weeks
time may €0 file re-
sponse o the applications for
Stay at this stage. The request of
four weeks time is opposed on

) Ac
earties this month, the

Court on Tuesday issued notice
to the Centre, asking if 10 re-
spond to petitions challenging
the Rules.

A three-judge bench led by
Chief Justice of India D Y
Chand 2 rotices

if e granted.
That process would becoerse irre-
versibie. Bearmg in mmand A the

facts and circusmstances, we di-
fect that the procesdings be
on April 9.7 the bench,
which included Justices J B
P: 1 B 1

to the Centre on petitions chal-
lenging 1 Gitizenship
endment) Act, 2015

The bench asked the Centre
to file its reply by Aprsl 2. after
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

On the ground in Assam,
no clear answers yet:
“Will wait and watch’

SUKRITA BARUAH
SILCHAR. MARCH 19

AT DASS cedeal began in 2014
when he first received a notice
that his citizenship was under
investigation Over the last 10
ris struzsle o prow

Indian citizenship has incloded

monehs of detention. and
culminated in an ordes by the
Foreigners Tribunal in 2021 de-
clarire hirm x

Das says his father and
grandfather fled from East
Palsstan in 1956 and spent a few

TINUED ON PAGE 2
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17TH RAMNATH GOENKA AWARDS FOREXCELLENCE IN JOURNALISM

On way to being economic power, our ideals,
convictions also key in a democracy: Gadkari

for 2021 (left) and 2022 wuh I e, ¥ el
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Soren’s daughter-in-law
joins BJP: ‘Isolated by
JMM, family members

ABHISHEK ANGAD
RANCHL MARCH 19

JHARKHAND MUKTI Morcha

resigned from the pasty on
Tuesday and joined the SjP-

In ber resiznation lester ad-
dressed oSt en, the MLA

MD BALKRISHNA
F =

rom Jama sasd
The Bam ot s bisbar 5
Soren — the JMA's chief's son
and elder brother of formes
Jaadkhand O Hemant Sosen —
she had been ~isolated by the
Pasty and family members
“Snce the demise of my late
hushand Durga Soren, who was
leading warrior of the
Jharkhand movemen
Ereat revolutionary. 1 and my
family have been victims of
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Sita Soren at the BJP office
Dt on oty Yo i

= Losingan
o insider

WITHHEMANT Soresr's
Kalpana Soren emerg-

Eng: 35,2 faew Star I 2

Sita Soren fedt increasngly

parey's firss family. Sita's
Sadects to the BJP comes at
2 majoe Do o v

Ex-cop Pradeep Sharma gets life term
in 2006 Mumbai fake encounter case

OMKARGOKHALE
MIUMBAL MARCH 19

SETTENG ASIDE his acquittal by 3

sessians court. the Bombay High
Coust on Tuesday comvicted and
sentenced former Musnibas police
officer Pradeep Shasma to life imn-
Prisorsment in the 2006 Lake en-

In [Ladakh, astronomy ambassadors

HC set aside
Sharma’s

feged member of the Chhota
0 gang.

The court directed Sharma.

by an spe-

atrialcourt  cialist”, to surrender within three
in2013 weeks.

counter killing of Ramnarayan
afias Lakdhan Bhadya, an al-

Allowing the state gover
ment’s appea against Sharma’s
acquirtal in July 2013.a bench of

conT 2

jur

Viveck
n New Delhion mcsday Frovecn Khanna

Cosnl <
FULL LS’ =

Politics to investigation, sports to economy, 44 felicitated for works of
excellence across print, digital and broadcast during 2021 and 2022

X REnS MEW S ST
NEW DELHI, MARCH 1

UNION MINISTER for Road
Transport and Highways Nitin
Gadkari said Tuesday that india

Emportant to live by ina
Semoceacy.

Preserging the 17th Ramnarh
Goenka Awards for Excellence in
Journalism for the years 2021
2nd 2022 ara well-artended ces-
emony in New Delhi. Gadkars
said. “Wee are the fastest growing.

2 boys hacked
to death in UP,
accused killed
in encounter

ISH SAHU
LUCKNOW. MARCH 19

IN AN incident which triggesed
tension in the area. wo misor
becehers, Ayush (13 )and Honey
(6] were klled by a focal barber,
Sajid (30). at their home in
Badaun districtof Uxtar Pradest
on Tuesday night. polic

About S ot after the in-
Ciant, Safid was gunned down

ead when he openedfire on the.
police team pursuing him.
Inspector General of Police.

According to police. Sajsd’s
shop is located near the boys®

[
Sagid went to Singl's house

ataboue 745 pm on Tuesday. po
lice saia e. Sengh had
repocasdly gone ko tiae caarkes,
wihile his wife was at ber beauty
P boys were at home
with their paternal grand-
o said

According to police. when
Singh's mother went to make
con 2
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trained to offer a tour of the night sky

who takes visstors on celestial
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ANJALIMARAR
BENGALURU. MARCH 19

GROWING UP in Buk-Shado
hamiet of ladakh's Hanle.
Ranzdol Dorjey.

Several nights under
the stas-spangled astral skies in
theeasty Living his dream
of becoming an astronomer.
Rangdol s now a local celebrity

i Kies d
couarse at Hanle in Ladakh in October 2023

Incian Inssture of AstropayTics

omy ambassador.” Rangdol. a
computes science engineer from
Purgab Technical University, tosd
The Indicn Ex recenc
1n October 2022, 24 ambas-
s om Hanle
cluding 18 women, w
CONTINGED ON PAGE 2
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ing towards becoming the third
largest economy in the world.

¥
when we complete 100 years of

ving informatson & not
the Oliinate Poal ih this Fase.
changing world.” he said “Tndsa
is trying t be workd ctass in the
frel Sposts, culture. knowil-
and ndistr

independent ndia.~

He aiso said that people are
saait

10 longes interested i wio

whae, but in

m
s this et changsng word. the
media has an important role 1o

play.” be said. adding “People are
not interested in wiko said wi
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WORLD AIR QUALITY REPORT

Delhi tops the list —
world’s most polluted
capital cityin 2023

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, MARCH 19

DELHI WAS the most polluted
capital city in the world last year,
and the third most polluted
city in India after Begusarai
and Guwabhati in terms of PM
(Particulate Matter)2.5 levels, ac-
cording to the World Air Quality
Report for 2023.

The report was prepared by
IQAIr, a Swiss air quality technol-
ogy company. It uses data from
monitoring stations of govern-
mentagencies, educational insti-
tutions,and non-profits across the
world, the report said.

In 2023, Delhi’s annual aver-
age PM 2.5 level was 92.7 pg/m3
— placing the Indian national cap-
italat the top of alist of 114 capital
cities in the world. This was fol-
lowed by Dhaka in Bangladesh,
withaPM2.5 level of 80.2 png/m3.
Air quality guidelines of the World
Health Organisation (WHO) sug-
gest that annual average PM 2.5
levels should notexceed 5p1ig/m3.

But within the country,
Begusarai in Bihar and Guwahati
in Assam fared worse than Delhi
intermsof annual average PM 2.5

DELHI'SPM 2.5 LEVELS IN2023
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Data: IQAir World Air Quality Report 2023
Valuesin pg/m3
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According to the report, Delhi was the third most polluted
city in India in terms of PM 2.5 levels. Archive




* Delhi world's most polluted capital,
India has 3rd worst air quality — World
Air Quality Report.

* Released by - Swiss organisation IQAIr.

* IQAir — A Swiss air quality technology
company, prepares the annual world air
quality reports based on data from
monitoring stations operated by
governments, institutions and
organisations across the world.

« Data — Report includes 7,812 locations in
134 countries, regions and territories



Causing an estimated one in every nine deaths
worldwide, air pollution is the greatest environmental
threat to human health.

Key Findings — India had the third-worst air quality out
of 134 countries in 2023 after Bangladesh and Pakistan.

PM2.5 Concentration — India (54.4 micrograms per
cubic metre), Bangladesh (79.9 micrograms per cubic
metre) and Pakistan (73.7 micrograms per cubic metre).

In 2022, India was ranked as the eighth
most polluted country with an average PM2.5
concentration of 53.3 micrograms per cubic metre.




Begusarai — Begusarai, in Bihar stood out as the most
polluted metropolitan area globally with an average
PM2.5 concentration of 118.9 micrograms per cubic
metre.

The city did not even figure in the 2022 rankings.

It is estimated that 1.36 billion people in India
experience PM2.5 concentrations exceeding the World
Health Organisation (WHO) recommended annual
guideline level of 5 micrograms per cubic metre.




FSSAI sets up lab network to test food for pathogens

ANONNADUTT
NEW DELHI,MARCH 19

WITH FOOD poisoning and diar-
rhoea becoming a common oc-
currence, the Food Safety and
Standards Authority of India (FS-
SAl)is working towards creating
a network of 34 microbiology
labs across the country that will
be equipped to test food prod-
ucts for 10 pathogens, including
E coli, salmonella and listeria.
“These labs will help test food
for microbial contamination that
can lead to spoilage of food and
potential health risks,” said a
senior health official of FSSAL
Another official said: “In fact,

34 MICROBIOLOGY LABS IN 24 STATES

Karnataka, Kerala and Uttar Pradesh

West Bengal, Punjab, Rajasthan,
Madhya Pradesh, New Delhi, Himachal,
- . Uttarakhand, Haryana, Assam, Sikkim,
P . Manipur, Meghalaya, Nagaland,
Puducherry and Tripura

(Souirte: FSSAI)

diarrhoea and food poisoning is
so common that most people do
not even report such instances.
However, it is the job of the de-
partment to ensure that the food
is safe. These labs will be able to
test the food samples collected

during routine surveillance for
microbes now.”

Data from the National
Centre for Disease Control, which
tracks the trajectory of several
diseases every week, shows that
acute diarrhoeal disease and food

poisoning were the two most
common outbreaks in the coun-
try. There were over 1,100 out-
breaks of acute diarrhoeal dis-
ease across the country in the last
four years and nearly 550 out-
breaks of food poisoning.
However, none of the state
food safety labs are currently
equipped to test for pathogens as
theyrequire maintaining live refer-
ence samples, expensive reagents
and amicrobiologist. “There are 79
state food testing laboratories in
the country, but none of them re-
ally tests for microbes. They are
equipped to test for protein or car-
bohydrate content of a food item
tosee whether it has whatis writ-
ten on the pack,” said the official.




Pandavula Gutta and Ramgarh
Crater as Geo-Heritage Sites



* Pandavula Gutta, an ancient geological marvel predating the Himalayan hills, has been
officially designated as the sole Geo-heritage site in Telangana.

* Also, the Rajasthan government designates Ramgarh Crater in Baran district as a geo-heritage
site.
* The recognition marks a significant milestone in preserving the region's geological legacy.






What are the Key Facts About Pandavula Gutta?

Pandavula Konda (Pandavula Gutta) is a geological marvel situated in the
Jayashankar Bhupalpally district of Telangana.

Pandavula Gutta is rich in terms of rock shelters, and habitation from the
Mesolithic period (about 10,000 B.C. to 8,000 B.C.) to mediaeval times.

Pandavula Gutta boasts Palaeolithic (500,000 BCE—10,000 BCE) cave paintings
offering a glimpse into prehistoric life.




* The cave paintings depict wildlife like Bison, Antelope, Tiger, and Leopard, as well
as shapes like swastika symbols, circles, squares, and weapons.

* The paintings also feature geometrical designs and impressions in green, red, yellow, and
white pigment colours.

* The topography of Pandavula Gutta makes it a popular destination for rock climbing
enthusiasts.


http://drishtiias.com/images/uploads/1710849663_Pandavula_Guttarock_art_paintings.png
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What are the Key Facts About Ramgarh
Crater?

Ramgarh Crater, Rajasthan formed around
165 million years ago due to a meteor
impact, this 3-km diameter crater provides
essential ecosystem services, contributing
to the region's ecological balance and

biodiversity.



Recognised as a Ramgarh Conservation
Reserve under the Wildlife (Protection) Act,
1972, the Ramgarh Crater is protected to
preserve its unique ecological and cultural
heritage.

It is declared as the Ramgarh Conservation
Reserve under the Wildlife (Protection) Act,
1972 and the presence of Pushkar Talab
complex within the crater, recognised as
wetlands under Wetland (Conservation &
Management) Rules, 2017.






Geo-Heritage Site/National Geological Monuments

Geoheritage refers to sites or areas with significant scientific,
educational, cultural, or aesthetic value due to their geological
features.

e These sites may have unique rock formations, fossils, or landscapes that are
important for education, research, cultural significance, or visual appeal. They
can also contribute to local and regional economies as tourist destinations.

e GS| or the respective State governments take necessary measures to protect
these sites.



Sedimentary Structures — Eddy Markings, Kadan Dam, Panch
Mahals Dist.

RAJASTHAN

Sendra Granite, Pali Dist.
Barr Conglomerate, Pali Dist.

Stromatolite Fossil Park, Jharmarkotra Rock Phosphate deposit,
Udaipur Dist.

Gossan in Rajpura-Dariba Mineralised belt, Udaipur Dist.
Stromatolite Park near Bhojunda, Chittaurgarh Dist.

Akal Fossil Wood Park, Jaisalmer Dist.

Kishangarh Nepheline Syenite, Ajmer Dist.

Welded Tuff, Jodhpur Dist.

Jodhpur Group - Malani Igneous Suite Contact, Jodhpur Dist.
Great Boundary Fault at Satur, Bundi Dist.




Exercise Bharat Shakti



A Tri-Services Live Fire and Manoeuvre Exercise named "Bharat Shakti" is being
conducted in Pokhran, Rajasthan, demonstrating India's indigenous defence
capabilities.

It included successful test firing of the long-range AGNI missile with advanced MIRV
technology.

Key equipment and weapons systems featured in the exercise include T-90 (IM) Tanks,
Dhanush and Sarang Gun Systems, Akash Weapons Systems, Logistics Drones, Robotic
Mules, Advanced Light Helicopters (ALH), Naval Anti-Ship Missiles, Light Combat Aircraft
Tejas, Light Utility Helicopters, and Advanced Light Helicopters.




Reserve Bank of
India (RBI)
integrated
Ombudsman
Scheme (RB-I0S)




The number of complaints filed under the Reserve Bank’s
ombudsman schemes increased by over 68 per cent to 7.03 lakh in
the fiscal 2022-23.

About RB-10S

The RB-IOS was introduced on November 12, 2021.

It integrates the erstwhile three Ombudsman schemes of RBI
namely, (i) the Banking Ombudsman Scheme, 2006; (ii) the
Ombudsman Scheme for Non-Banking Financial Companies, 2018;
and (iii) the Ombudsman Scheme for Digital Transactions, 2019



The Scheme simplifies the grievance redress process at
RBI by enabling the customers of Regulated Entities
(REs) to register their complaints at one centralised
reference point.

RB-10S, 2021 covers all commercial banks, Non-
Banking Financial Companies (NBFCs), Payment System

Participants, most Primary (Urban) Cooperative Banks,
and Credit Information Companies.

The objective of the Scheme is to resolve the customer
grievances involving ‘deficiency in service’ on part of
REs in a speedy, cost-effective and satisfactory
manner.







Bank of Japan exits world'’s last negative-rate regime in landmark policy shift
recently.

A negative interest rate policy (NIRP) is a monetary policy that allows central
banks to set interest rates below 0%.

This policy used to encourage borrowing, spending, and investment, rather
than hoarding cash.

Central banks and regulators use negative interest rates when there are signs
of deflation.

In a negative interest rate environment, borrowers are paid interest instead
of paying interest to lenders.

NIRP is seen as a “last resort” policy to use after exhausting all other options.



CURRENT BUMPLEI'IEE
AFFAIRS m(/as.

By Bhunesh Sir By Bhunesh Sir

YUPDATED CURRENT AFFAIRS & STATIC GK

@ COMPLETE 2 YEARS (2023 + 2024) /ALy & HISTORY

‘ w & POLITY o
CURRENT AFFAIRS & GEOGRAPHY - e

@ COMPLETE NOTES (PDF) Py & ECONOMICS Ry LT

©360'DEGREE EXAMS COVERED ” ¥ SCIENCE ~ﬁ . Ak
PRICE\ | PRICE

19997 999 | Class2 a | 19993999

/

| Use Code- B50 ‘( | | Use Code- B50




€ > C M 25 skill24.study/courses

SOFTWARE ENGINEERING

PROFESSIONAL CERTIFICATION v singapore acadery

Software Engineering Course

CERTIFICATION via Singapore Academy

Blockchain Course

Skill24 £14999

SELF IMPROVEMENT LANGUAGE SPEAKING

N\
NN

I skill24 e )

CYBER SECURITY PROFESSIONAL

CERTIFICATION viasingapore Academy A 4

Cyber Security Course

Skill24 %20999

LET'S START TO LEARN SALESFORCE

Salesforce Admin Course

4
skill24

DATA SCIENCE PROFESSIONAL
CERTIFICATION viosingap

Data Science Course

NN
b

Skill24 320999

LET'S START TO LEARN SALESFORCE

Salesforce LWC Course

Skill24




nank you




