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Sangeetha Kalanidhi or Sangeeta Kalanidhi or Sangita Kalanidhi
(sangeetha = music, kala = art, nidhi = treasure or ocean) is the title 
awarded yearly to a Carnatic musician by the Madras Music Academy.

From 1929 to 1941, the award did not exist. The idea of the award was 
conceived in 1942 by the then Academy President KV Krishnaswami Iyer; 
and on 1 January 1943, all musicians who had presided over the annual 
conferences between 1929 and 1942 were awarded the title. 

This included 2 or 3 past presidents - Palamarneri Swaminatha Iyer 
(1931), probably Umayalpuram Swaminatha Iyer (1936) and Mangudi 
Chidambara Bhagavatar (1937) - who were no more, but no posthumous 
award has been presented since then



















• Recently, the Indian Prime Minister (PM) has visited Egypt for the first time
since 1997 to discuss bilateral relations between India and Egypt.

• The Government of Egypt bestowed the highest honor of the land — the Order 
of the Nile — on the PM.

• Note: Instituted in 1915, the ‘Order of the Nile’ is conferred upon heads of
states, crown princes, and vice presidents who offer Egypt or humanity
invaluable services.





• Memoranda of Understanding (MoUs): Three MoUs were signed between India 
and Egypt in the fields of agriculture, archaeology and antiquities, and 
competition law, aiming to enhance cooperation in these areas.

•



• Egypt's Participation in G-20 Summit: Egypt was designated as a "guest 
country" at the upcoming G-20 summit scheduled to be held in September, 
further strengthening bilateral ties between India and Egypt.

• Al-Hakim Mosque: Indian Prime Minister visited the 11th-century Al-Hakim 
Mosque in Cairo, which was restored by India's Dawoodi Bohra community.

•



• The mosque was built in 1012 and is the fourth oldest mosque in Cairo. The 
Dawoodi Bohra Muslims are known for their adherence to the Fatimi
Ismaili Tayyibi school of thought and originated from Egypt before 
establishing a presence in India in the 11th century.



• Ashoka’s edicts refer to his relations with Egypt under Ptolemy-II. In modern 
times, Mahatma Gandhi and the Egyptian revolutionary Saad Zaghloul shared 
the common goal of independence from British colonial rule.

• The first joint special forces exercise between the Indian Army and the 
Egyptian Army, "Exercise Cyclone-I" was completed in January 2023 in 
Jaisalmer, Rajasthan.



• Bilateral Trade:

• India’s trade with Egypt stood at USD 6,061 million in 2022-23, having declined by 
17% over the previous year.

• Nearly a third of it was petroleum related.

• India was Egypt’s sixth largest trading partner, while Egypt was India’s 38th in 2022-
23.

• Indian investments in Egypt are spread over 50 projects totalling USD 3.15 
billion. Egypt has invested USD 37 million in India.

•







































New Satellite-Based Toll Collection 
System



• Recently, the Ministry of Road Transport and Highways of India 
announced in Parliament that the government intends to roll out a 
new highway toll collection system based on the global navigation 
satellite system (GNSS) before the model code of conduct for the 
2024 election becomes effective.



• Salient Features: 

• The proposed highway tolling system utilises the GNSS, including the 
Indian satellite navigation system GAGAN (GPS Aided GEO Augmented 
Navigation) for accurate location tracking. 

• The GNSS is a term used to refer to any satellite-based navigation 
system, including the US’ Global Positioning System (GPS).



• It uses a large constellation of satellites to provide more accurate location and 
navigation information to users globally as compared to the GPS alone.

• Implementation involves fitting vehicles with an On-Board Unit (OBU), or 
tracking device, which communicates with satellites to determine location.



• GAGAN

• GPS Aided GEO Augmented Navigation (GAGAN) is an initiative by 
the Indian Government for Satellite-based Navigation Services in 
India.

• It aims to enhance the accuracy of global navigation satellite system 
(GNSS) receivers through reference signals. 

• The Airports Authority of India (AAI) and the Indian Space Research 
Organization (ISRO) have collaborated to develop the GAGAN as a 
regional Satellite Based Augmentation System (SBAS).



• Which one of the following countries has its own Satellite Navigation 
System? (2023)

• (a) Australia
(b) Canada
(c) Israel
(d) Japan



• With reference to the Indian Regional Navigation Satellite System (IRNSS), consider the 
following statements: (2018)

1.IRNSS has three satellites in geostationary and four satellites in geosynchronous orbits.

2.IRNSS covers entire India and about 5500 sq. Km beyond its borders.

3.India will have its own satellite navigation system with full global coverage by the middle of 
2019.

• Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

• (a) 1 only
(b) 1 and 2 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) None



GI Tag to Cuttack Rupa Tarakasi



The renowned Cuttack Rupa Tarakasi (Silver Filigree) has been granted 
the Geographical Indication (GI) tag, marking its distinct heritage and 
craftsmanship. 

Dating back to ancient Mesopotamia, where filigree adorned jewellery as early 
as 3500 BCE, its journey to Cuttack potentially via Persia and Indonesia speaks 
volumes about cultural exchange through maritime trade routes.

Filigree is ornamental work especially of fine wire of gold, silver, or copper 
applied chiefly to gold and silver surfaces.





World Monuments Fund



• Recently, Kazhuveli watershed region in Tamil Nadu was 
proposed for nomination to World Monuments Fund Watch 
for 2025.

• About the World Monuments Fund (WMF):

• It is a New York-based non-profit organisation dedicated 
to preserving and protecting endangered ancient and historic 
sites around the world.
• It works with local partners around the globe to provide financial and 

technical support.



• It has raised over $300 million and leveraged more than $400 
million from other agencies.

• Since its inception, the WMF has conserved over 700 sites and 
advocated for more than 800 treasured places.

•





Nana Jagannath Shankarseth



• The Maharashtra cabinet decided to ask the Ministry of Railways to 
rename Mumbai Central station after Nana Jagannath 
Shankarseth.

• He is a social reformer, educationist, and philanthropist who earned 
the goodwill of both Indians and the British.

• Life time – 1803 to 1865.

• Inspired by – The merchant and philanthropist Sir Jamsetjee 
Jeejeebhoy.

•



• Nana Jagannath Shankarseth became the 1st Indian to be 
nominated to the Legislative Council of Bombay.

• Architect of Mumbai – He made valuable contributions in 
terms of both ideas and money to multiple sectors, to lay a 
strong foundation for the city.

• Education – He donated land for educational institutions and 
also worked for the education of girls and women.



• He founded the Native School of Bombay, which was renamed 
1st as the Bombay Native Institution, and then as the Board of 
Education which finally evolved into the prestigious Elphinstone 
College.

• He suggested to name the 1st medical college of Mumbai after 
the Sir Robert Grant, the erstwhile Governor of Bombay who 
tried to establish medical institution in the then Bombay

• Grant Medical College in Mumbai is one of the oldest medical 
institutions in South Asia.





















Thank you 
guys.


