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Be a free thinker and don't accept
everything you hear as truth.
Be critical and evaluate
what you believe In.

— Aristotle



CHOP-CHOP

ICC makes the stop clock rule
permanent in ODIs, T20Is

FILE PHOTO

Cracking the whip on time-wasting tactics in white-ball cricket, the
ICC on Friday announced that the stop-clock system, which requires
teams to start a new over within 60 seconds of the previous one to
avoid penalty runs, will become a permanent feature starting with
the T20 World Cup this year.
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7-phased poll fest to Kkick off on April 19

Polling exercise will go on till june 1;
votes will be counted on June 4

Simultaneous Assembly polls in A.P.,
Odisha, Sikkim, Arunachal Pradesh

NEW DELMI

ndia will go to the
l polis from April 19 to
June 1, in a marathon

seven-p! exercise to

elect the 543 members of

the 18th Lok Sabha, the
Election Commission an-
nounc n

o =
semi lections will be
held simulta

Ane Odisha,
Pradesh.

The dates of polling for
the Lok Sabha are April 19,
April 26. May 7. Ma:
May 20, May 25, and june 1.
In Bihar, West Bengal,
and uear
wll ©
phase:
The counting of votes
Wl il place on e 4
in Arunachal Pra.
dedis and Sitkiem will cast

Pradesh. voting
ake place in all seven

The big count

The tabie shows the phase -wi

se schedute for the 18th Lok
=

Sabha olecticn. The palls wik be held from Apeil 1

Jume 1. The counting of votes wil

be on June 4.
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13, May 20, May s, and
June 1.

Second-longest poll
This parliamentary elec-
ton hich &

the country’s first general
election, which was held
over five months between
Sepe 1951 and Febru-
ary 1952,

Chief Election Commis-
sioner Rajiv Kumar an-

th

to be heavily stacked in fa-
wvour of the ruling

e poll
flanked by the two new
2] c

Democratic Alliance led by
Prime Minister Narendra
with the Opposition

The longest so far was

Gyanesh Kumar and S.S.
sandhu.
- Kumar said that bye-

leswul.nlsobe

ia has a total of 968

crore registered voters, of
which 49.72 crore are men
and 47.1 crore are women.
There are 1.82 crore frst-
time electors, of which S5
takh are women.

Kumar said that the
nfier Tt s Slec
tors has

will be able to vote from

thelr own homes. There

are 85 lakh registered vo-
above 8

96.8 crore electors eligible to cast
votes; 1.82 crore are first-timers

the recens ethnic conflict.

set up at or

the relief camps,

where displaced electors

who opt for such facilities

will be able to register their

votes in electronic voting
machin

The constituency of
Outer Manipur will vote on
two separate days. “We
know the seat.” the CEC

NEW DELHY

Prime Minster Narendra Modi

on Saturday,dectared that the
AlEance

Within months

of formation, firms
bought poll bonds
running into crores

Jasmin Nihalani
Rebecea Rose V: se

Nationat
{NDA) was fully prepared for
the pofis. He ssed

said.

At least 43 firms newly in-

Off the s
blocks _Qi-

Four firms in Hyderabad
bought bonds within
months of getting

the “four Ms: muscle pow-
er, money power, for-
mation. and MCC viola-
tions_.

would appeal to par-
ties to

Set to take on and
‘unsecat’ BJP,. says
INDIA leaders

NEW DELHE
The parties in the Oppasition
DA Bloc welcomed the Lok
Sabha poiil date= and said they
e i 00 Ealon i IS
20d u cen power. The
Congress s.\-d = would fight for
the country while the Left
parties said their primary

rom power. 3 PAGE 4

during the campaign and
from

refrain
ackes.- Mr. Kummar sasd, ad-
ding that the EC will have a

ys in
of transparency.
"s” privacy”

lakh. The
rolls also contain 21.18 lakh

stgnifi-
cantly to 948 women for

the first time In a
general election that peo-

b the age of 85
¥ as those with
more than 40% disability,

Special polling booths
The Commission said that
it has reviewed the ground

da

©
MOC violations.

He added that all elec-
ton management-related
news on all the major na-
tional and regional news

~EW DELEHI
Amid the storm over the

will be

an,
ed that a large num-

their native places during

If any untoward inci-

dent or of any
rule is noticed, action will
be taken imm
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orotected. » PAGE 4
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The bodies of two Indians who

Saturday. » PAGE S

Indian Navy warship rescues 17 crew members
of hijacked merchant vessel; 35 pirates surrender

NEW DELHL
in an end to the episode of
the

me: r  vessel-
turned-pirate vessel Ruer,

Ruen,

Saudi Crown
Prince reaffirms
support for Pak.
ISLAMARAD

Ssudi crown prince 3nd de

Fult support foe Pakistan which
has been going through an
cconcmic crisis. » PAGE 131
cm
*

ok weis hijacked on De.
cember M and taken to So-
malian waters, was turned

reported being used as a
pirate ship.
The vessel intes-

most 1,400 nm [2.600km]

P81 maritime patrol air-

craft MARCOS
dxopped by CI7 aireratte
the

on board Ruen. 7T

on
the vessel opened fire on
I which was

said. “The vessel has also

n  sanitised for pre-
sence of illegal arms,
tion, contra-

“taking actions in accor-
dance with internati

and seafarers~. An impor-
tant aspect pointed ot by
officials Ruen is no
longer “Maltese flagged™.
It is in fact flying no flag,
and is hence statsiess and

ek, - cxmmmlaiely ur-
chased bonds worth close
to 2100 crore, in just one
or two years after being
formed

The company Informa-

Dase o draw our the lat af
newly incorporated com-
panies.

Hydera-

Just three mumhs after
the first comp: was
started and barely one
month after the second

Date of

& purchase

Moy 29

BJP MP’s firm

bought bonds
after dam deal

cHENNAL
A firm founded by B2 Rajya
Sabha MP from Aciitng

sgain purchazed bonds worth
240 croce. » PAGE 3

Chased bonds worth mon

than 220 crore within Jug
one or two years of incor-
poration.

For instance, Askus Lo-
sistice Private Limieed,
which was formed on
Vermber 35, 2021 in North

worth 275 crore, their on-
Iy such transaction. Ac-
cording to the information

~pirate on the

stnp _Ex-Ruen”. officials | website, they are in the
jons the real estate business.

Vensel W Afxny are accord-

in, per int

Lo

defence as the wvessel has

against Indian Navy. one
official noted.

Resurgent piracy

There has been a resur-

gence in piracy in ihie Hoen

of Africa, colnclding witth
wolaril

. bou,
25 crore just four months
later on October 9, 2023
Vasavi Avenues LLP, also

rates” threat to shipping

Mozambigue to the UAE.

24 West Bengal,
ht bonds worth €22
crore between April 12,
2023 Jamy
2024 The first transaction
ook place just a year and
four months after forma-
tion.

Aparna Farms and Es-
tates LLP. formed in Hyde-
rabad on August 18, 2020
bought bonds worth 30

crows aach) — Octobier 12,
20)_’( m)d November 20,

first being
bough( barel) three years

A ha: Grentech Priv-

these four firms had pur.
chased bonds worth T17.5

Some firms have pur-

Yashoda Super Speciality
Hospitals which had pur-
chased bonds worth €
mcorporated
in April mng. accord-

ing to the MCA database.
(With inputs from Kunal

ar’




7-phased poll fest to kick off on April 19

Polling exercise will go on till June 1;
votes will be counted on June 4

Sreeparna Chakrabarty
NEW DELHI

ndia will go to the
l polls from April 19 to

June 1, in a marathon
seven-phase exercise to
elect the 543 members of
the 18th Lok Sabha, the
Election Commission an-
nounced on Saturday. As-
sembly elections will be
held simultaneously in
Andhra Pradesh, Odisha,
Sikkim, and Arunachal
Pradesh.

The dates of polling for
the Lok Sabha are April 19,
April 26, May 7, May 13,
May 20, May 25, and June 1.

In Bihar, West Bengal,
and Uttar Pradesh, voting
will take place in all seven
phases.

The counting of votes
will take place on June 4.

Voters in Arunachal Pra-
desh and Sikkim will cast
their ballots for their As-
sembly elections on April
19, while Andhra Pradesh
will elect its Assembly on
May 13. Odisha’s Assembly
election will be held in four
phases, with voting on May
13, May 20, May 25, and
June 1.

Simultaneous Assembly polls in A.P.,
Odisha, Sikkim, Arunachal Pradesh
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The big count

The table shows the phase-wise schedule for the 18th Lok
Sabha election. The polls will be held from April 19 to
June 1. The counting of votes will be on June 4.
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the country’s first general
election, which was held
over five months between
September 1951 and Febru-
arv 1952,

crore registered voters, of
which 49.72 crore are men
and 47.1 crore are women.
There are 1.82 crore first-
time electars. of which !5

will be able to vote from
their own homes. There
are 85 lakh registered vo-

ters who are aged above 85
vears while the niimher nf

96.8 crore electors eligible to cast
votes; 1.82 crore are first-timers

the recent ethnic conflict.

Given these circum-
stances, special polling sta-
tions will be set up at or
near the relief camps,
where displaced electors
who opt for such facilities
will be able to register their
votes in electronic voting
machines.

The constituency of
Outer Manipur will vote on
two separate days. “We
know the seat,” the CEC
said, indicating awareness
of the prevailing situation.
Thus dates were declared
on 544 seats to elect 543
MPs.

Code of conduct

With the poll dates having
been announced, the Mo-
del Code of Conduct (MCC)
comes into immediate ef-
fect and will be in force till
the declaration of results.
The CEC flagged the chal-
lenges of what he called
the ‘four Ms’: muscle pow-
er, money power, misinfor-
mation, and MCC viola-
tions.

“I would appeal to par-
ties to maintain decorum
during the campaign and
refrain from personal at-
tacks” Mr. Knmar said. ad-

Standing on cusp
of history, PM
says NDA ready

NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Saturday,declared that the
National Demaocratic Alliance
(NDA) was fully prepared for
the polls. He said the contest
was between the NDA that
ushered in “a glorious
turnaround” and the
Opposition that was
“rudderless”.» PAGE 4

Set to take on and
‘unseat’ BJP, says
INDIA leaders

NEW DELHI

The parties in the Opposition
INDIA bloc welcomed the Lok
Sabha poll dates and said they
were ready to take on the BJP
and unseat it from power. The
Congress said it would fight for
the country while the Left
parties said their primary
objective was to remove the
BJP from power. » PAGE 4

‘Always in favour

n'" francnarananys




The counting ot votes
_ will take place on June 4.

Voters in Arunachal Pra-
desh and Sikkim will cast
their ballots for their As-
sembly elections on April
19, while Andhra Pradesh
will elect its Assembly on
May 13. Odisha’s Assembly
election will be held in four
phases, with voting on May
13, May 20, May 25, and
June 1.

Second-longest poll
This parliamentary elec-
tion — which is considered
to be heavily stacked in fa-
vour of the ruling National
Democratic Alliance led by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, with the Opposition
INDIA bloc struggling to
keep its flock together —
will be the second longest
polling exercise in India’s
electoral history.

The longest so far was
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the country’s first general
election, which was held
over five months between
September 1951 and Febru-
ary 1952.

Chief Election Commis-
sioner Rajiv Kumar an-
nounced the poll schedule,
flanked by the two new
Election Commissioners
Gyanesh Kumar and S.S.
Sandhu.

Mr. Kumar said that bye-
lections to 26 Assembly
constituencies will also be
held alongside the Lok
Sabha and four State As-
sembly polls.

India has a total of 96.8

crore registered voters, of
which 49.72 crore are men
and 47.1 crore are women.
There are 1.82 crore first-
time electors, of which 85
lakh are women.

Mr. Kumar said that the
gender ratio among elec-
tors has improved signifi-
cantly to 948 women for
every 1,000 men, noting
that there are more women
than men voters in 12
States.

This is the first time in a
general election that peo-
ple above the age of 85
years, as well as those with
more than 40% disability,

will be able to vote from
their own homes. There
are 85 lakh registered vo-
ters who are aged above 85
years while the number of
voters with disabilities is
88.4 lakh. The electoral
rolls also contain 21.18 lakh
centenarians.

Special polling booths

The Commission said that
it has reviewed the ground
situation in Manipur and
has noted that a large num-
ber of electors registered in
different constituencies
had been displaced from
their native places during

comes into immediate et-
fect and will be in force till
the declaration of results.
The CEC flagged the chal-
lenges of what he called
the “four Ms’: muscle pow-
er, money power, misinfor-
mation, and MCC viola-
tions.

“I would appeal to par-
ties to maintain decorum
during the campaign and
refrain from personal at-
tacks,” Mr. Kumar said, ad-
ding that the EC will have a
“calibrated” response to
MCC violations.

He added that all elec-
tion management-related
news on all the major na-
tional and regional news
channels will be monitored
vigorously.

If any untoward inci-
dent or violation of any
rule is noticed, action will
be taken immediately, the
CEC said.

The parties in the Opposition
INDIA bloc welcomed the Lok
Sabha poll dates and said they
were ready to take on the BJP
and unseat it from power. The
Congress said it would fight for
the country while the Left
parties said their primary
objective was to remove the
BJP from power. »» PAGE 4

‘Always in favour
of transparency,
donors’ privacy’

NEW DELHI

Amid the storm over the
scrapping of the electoral
bonds scheme Chief Election
Commissioner Rajiv Kumar
said the Election Commission
had always been in favour of
transparency, but added that
there was a need to ensure
that the donors’ privacy was
protected. » PAGE 4



FOR 18th LOK SABHA: 543 SEATS, 7 PHASES, 44 DAYS
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gories of electors in
. The Lok Sabha election
have 96.8 crore voters,
cluding 1.84 crore electors
in the 18-19 age group

TOTAL ELECTORATE

96.8 crore

Voters aged 18-19

1.84 crore

(1.9% of voters)

Transgender voters

48,044

Overseas electors

1.18 lakh

Service electors

19.08 lakh

A‘
e

Voters with dlsabllities

88.3 lakh

Voters aged over 85

81.8 lakh

Voters aged over 100

2.18 lakh

Total polling stations

10,48,202




Party wise distribution as of 18 December 2023

Party ¢ Seats ¢ | Leaderin Lok Sabha <
BJP 290 Narendra Modi
INC 46 Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury
DMK 24 T. R. Baalu
AITC 23 Sudip Bandyopadhyay
YSRCP 22 P. V. Midhun Reddy
JD(U) 16 Rajiv Ranjan
SHS 13 Rahul Shewale
BJD 12 Pinaki Misra
BSP 9 Girish Chandra
BRS 9 Nageswara Rao
SS(UBT) 6 Vinayak Raut




Swachata Badhao,Tandrusti Badhe

Won't tolerate
code violations;
time to go beyond
advisories and
take concrete
action: CEC
DAMININATH
NEW DELHLMARCH 16

KICKING OFF THE waorkd's largest
election exercise, the Election

15 wosld be held in seven
Bhases from Apel 19 to June 1.
with counting of votes on June 4.
€0 a billice efectors will
be eligible to cast their votes in

LOK SABHA POLLING IN7 PHASES,
from April 19 to June 1

info the peak of summes. with
over 10millice) po

plete polling process — from
conT 2

S I i m h i d &> oBadi Todfod -+ Deewaar Ko Leakage Se Bachayen

MODEL CODE OF CONDUCT

kicks in with immediate effect |

FOR 18th LOK SABHA: 543 SEATS, 7 PHASES, 44 DAYS

Phase 1
Apeaio A.ml zs Mxy 3 3
102 Seats | 89 Seats 9¢s-(s 96 Seat=
May 20 “May 25 Jume 1
49 Seats | | 57 Seats | | 57 Seat=

Andaman and
Nicobar Istands 3

ASSEMBLY POLLSINA STATES
Andhra, Odisha, Arunachal, Sikkim

44 DAYS, 1951
BusiNess as Usuar
B Unoy Delay over EC qmttmg,
o festivals: Why LS polls
# will extend into June
s Verdict in June first time since 1991

Lok Sabha was held over 68

RITIKA CHOPRA
NEW DELHILMARCH 1S

THE 2024 Lok Sabha
extending Eto the peak surmmer
th of June for only the sec-

nd terse in the coul

ersis et to be the longesz.

That apart. the oaly
othrer tame general elec-
tians were held in June
was the 1991 Lok Sabha
polls. but char vas be-

Chandra
Shekhar government was dis-
sofved 16 months after it was

electoral history, marks a |° E
. e — o

=
first Parliamentary elec- | wee-e |
tion in 195152

This precracted process has
o by

a-cay e
Second-longest after the

tion of factors.
The first general election to

&ace Jazxzng

ONEINFIVEVOTERS UNDER 30,
21.54 cr of 96.8 cr voters are 18-29 yrs

Dates are in: Voting from April 19, Verdict June 4
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Manipur: Two
phases for two
seats, voting in
relief camps
SUKRITA BARUAH
CUVMARATI MARCH 16
voTinG

IN conflict-rocke

Accordang to sources, infos

bes of

LALMANI VERMA
NEW DELHI, MARCH 16

WELCOMING THE announce-
meent of dates for the Lok Sabha
elections. the “bigsest festival of

democracy™. Prime Minister

PM: Going to people
with track record, Opp
is rudderless, issueless

PM Modi in Telangana's

he BJP-Sed

NDAwas
peocpie on the basis of our track
of gocd

< and

Tervice delivery across. =t
He

as st
said its “attempts of dividing
conT =

chked the Oy

E.D. CUSTODY UNTIL
MARCH 23 » =

Kharge: Last chance to
save democracy; Cong
pledges Right to Health

MaNOJICG
NEW DELHI. MARCH 16

SOON AFTER the announcesrent
of the schedule foe the Lok Sabix
fls. Congress peesident
Mallikarjun Kharge said this
election is going o be “perha
the last chance™ to save India’s

Congchief Mallikarjun

and Ce
In a post on X Saturday.
Kharge said. “2024 Lok Sabha
conNT 2

smdmn_an-ananycm
D K Shivakumar in

Ay

ED, I-T, regulator heat: 11 infra
firms bought Rs 506-cr bonds

SOUMYAR BARIK &
MAGAZINE

AANCHAL
NEW DELHL MARCH 16

CONSTRUCTION AND infrastrusc-

SKIPPING SUMMONS:
DELHI COURT GRANTS
BAIL TO KEJRIWAL e

use were 2mong the
biggest purchasers of electoral
bonds, with at teast 11 compa-
ies hunving bought boads worth
over RS 506 crore — directly or
through lesser known sub-

gative act
like the Central

Bureau of Investigation (CBIL.
Enforcerment Directorate (ED)

Green, woods and Madhya
Pradesh Waste Management —
Hinked o Hyderabad. based
Ramky Group whase chalrman
i the YSRCP MP Ayodhya Rami
Reddy — collectively purchased
electoral bonds woeth more than
Rs 111 crore between May 2019
and October 2023.
Chennai Green Woods. a

in the ancillary
those that offer loans to infra
projects, also made significant

ions.
Take for ce. Ch

ad peir-
chased boads RS 40 croce
= January 2022 1n July 2021, the
ET Depastment had conducted

con PAGE2

Behind cheating video: Schools with low

passing rate, high dropouts, staff crunch

AISWARYARAJ
UM MARCH 16

ITWAS a framse thatcaptured an
intractable problem — mass

pend:
thewalisof 3 school in Hasyany's
district and passngon chics
e

In the last Class
School in Raheri hdamwmo{lsxmm Safha

v

the Class 10 Board exams.
The private Chandsawati
Secondary School is

Education
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India’s favourite biscuit,
now Bigger, Richer and Tastier

Same Iconic Flavour and
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NAVNEET KUMAR
IS NEW PRASAR
BHARATI CHIEF

RETIRED
BUREAUCRAT
Navneet Kumar
Sehgal has
been
appointed as
the new Prasar
Bharati chairman, a post that
had been vacant for four
years. Sehgal succeeds A
Surya Prakash, whose term
ended in February 2020 after
he turned 70 years, the
upper age limit for a person
holding the post.
Vice-President Jagdeep
Dhankhar on Friday chaired
a meeting to select the
chairman of the country's
public broadcaster.

Prasar Bharati

Prasar Bharati

TUHR MRl
Agency overview
Formed 23 November 1997
(26 years ago)
Jurisdiction Government of India

Headquarters New Delhi, India

Minister Shri Anurag Singh Thakur
responsible

Parent Ministry of Information and
department Broadcasting,

Child agencies Doordarshan
(Television Network)
All India Radio
(Radio Network)
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MONEY LAUNDERING PROBE
Baghel booked in
Mahadev app case

NEWS » PAGE &

Marathon
operation §
surrender @

pirates

©om THE vERGE OF VicTORY
Putin poised to return
for another six years
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has refused to re-induct DMK
leader and former Minister K.
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Big recipients ‘unable’ to reveal bond donor data

l BJP, Congress and Trinamool Co:
shared details about poll bond donors to the EC

NEW DELHI

ost large reci-
plents of funding
electoral

their donors, In submis-
sions made to the Election
Commission of India (EC)
under the direction of the

This came to lght on
sSunday when the EC pu-
biished the data

have not

Data comes out after the EC published details
submitted by parties under SC’s directives

Data on donors

Fre
parti

h gas

~clomed the naom

Dol bonds published by ¢
do

2 £C reveated that a few regicns
. whiie the 8P and Congress did not

e (i/usrnnn:-nlq

e e
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rEEET— e
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DMK recieved
T509 crore from
“Jottery king”

2503 crore i poll bonds from

to it by political

2t least five foreipn students
suffered injuries n 2
Latenight brawl on the
hastel campus. % PAGE 4

Netanyvahu vows
not to stop war
despite criticisms

TEL AVIV
I=raeli Prime Minister Bengamin
roct: railed on Sunday
2gainst groming crticism from
the U.S. agsnst his

amid the war with Hamas,
=aying the pressure will not
stop srael from achiewng
“total victory” » PAGE 12

West may have to
intervene in Kyiv.
says Macron

wamis
French President Emmanuel
Macron said in an interview
published on Saturday that
Western ground operations in
t be necessary “at

meet
Polish leaders. » PAGE 12

parties in sealed covers un-
der the top dir

Hons. in fact, only a hand-
ful of parties have revealed
their electoral bond do-
nors® identities in their en-
tirety:

the
All India Anna Dravida
Munnetra

pient of electoral
s move not o re-

Jusst
veal the names of donors

by citing the rules framed
under the electoral bonds

scheme that the SC has
struck down as unconstit-
tonal. These rules, it sasd,
precluded parcies
having to

thes that did not supply do-

nor details also noted that
the scheme was designed
in such a way that they did

bearer bonds.

will only be avauable wit
the authorised bond is-
suer, the State Bank of In-

ita B, they said.
Congress and Trina-
ongress, In their
SO0 Alactmes, said s
they had asked

BJP says the rules of the scheme had precluded
political parties from

donor d

2019, saying. “The particu-
lars of a donated EB [elec-
toral bond] is available
with the respective donee/
political party.”

the SBI to provide them
with details of the donors®
names. In response to the
former's request. the SBI
had written back n june

x from
Congress.

rs like the

Telugu De: party. YSR

bond donors. Others, such

Party, and the Janata Dal
(United) only revealed do-

urt asked
updated bond receipt de-
fatie for the period wp to
September 30,

When poliical prtics sub:
mitted their first set of in-

formation o ECt,

around May 2019, the
- was e midst of

the last Lok Sabha polls.

MORE REPORTS

» PAGE
BONDED FAVOURS
= PAGE 8

Formula for Kashmir

Trump warns of industrial
‘bloodbath’ in case he loses

VANDALIA

Former U.S. President Do-
nald Trump clatmed that
he — not President joe Bi-
den — will protect Social

“America first champion™

and ~political outsider who

has spent his entire life
Ohi

building up
communities ™

Saturdays rally  was
hosted by Buckeye Values
PAC, a group backing M

Morenoe candidacy. But
Mr. Trump used the stage
=

<

&

L

Benaid Trump

to deliver a profanity-filled
s

version usual rally
speech that again painted
an apocalyptic picture of
the country if Mr. Biden
wins a second term.

“Impact of offshoring”
et elected, ir's
ach for

be the least of it It's going
to be a bloodbath for the
country,” he warned. while

talking abouwt the impact of
offshoring on the country’s

auto industry and his plans
to Increase tariffs on fo-
refgn-made cars.

Biden campal Kes-
person James Singer ac-
cused Mr. Trump of dou-
bling “down on his threats
of political violence~

“He wants another janu-
ary 6, but the American pe-
ople are going to give him
another

Fresh tracks: Orivers take part in the first ever Formuia-¢ car race held cn the banks of Daf lake in Srinagar, on Sunday. NISSAR &MAD

Modi can’t win polls without
EVMSs, CBI, ED, says Rahul

Purnima Sah
Abhinay Des
MUMBAT

Launching a fierce criti-
cism of the Prime Minister
Narendra Modi-led BIP go-

machines (EVMs), the En-
forcement rectorate
(ED), the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBD, and the
Income Tax department.
INDLA
bloc rally at Shivafi Park

b lns!lmnons
Terming
sclapped “electoral bonds

scheme ~white collar cor-
ruption~, Tamil Nadu Chief

Tarmil Nacks Chief Minister MK

Stalin at the INDIA Bloc rally in Mumbsi on Sunday. EMWAKLAL FOGINT

Minister M.K. Stalin said it
proved that the ruling BJP
was corrupt. Mr. Stalin

Gandhi as the future hope
of India and exuded confi-
dence that the INDIA bloc
orm a secular, fed-
eral. and inclusive govern-
ment at the Centre.
Mr. Gandhi said their
fight was not against a par-

ty or one man, but against
.

ming that it was a Con-
gress function_

MORE REPORTS
»PAGES

Where names indicate the order of birth in a family

Children of the Lisu and Si

Namdapha, india’s
easternmost tiger reserve
But

cause they continue to re-
nd

for members of their Lisu
21 Yobin community.
Enhabiting pockess o

Miao

fthe

Ject
thirst for re\eﬂge M. Sin-
ger charged in

Trump n‘ampa.lg\ spo-
kesman Steven Cheung
said that Mr. Trump had
clearly been talking about
pact of a second Bi-

gaging in deceptiv
ofcontext editng” he
sasd.

Changlang district of
Arunachal Pradesh. the
names of the two brothers

sequence of their birth,
their names reveal that

they have at least six male

Traditiomal affair: Members of the Lisu commmunity taking part n 2

festival. SPECIAL ARSANGEMENT

siblings, with the eldest
named Apu, followed by
Adu, Akh. Achi, Ati, and

1 do not write ‘Ayu’,
embers of

but m. rs of my family,
clan, and tribe call me by
Numbe:

generally adhere to.” said

names to indicate

order of their birth. The
eldest girl in a family has
Ana in her name, and the
ones after her are called

Angyi, Acha, Ado. Achhi.
Ata, Agu, Ay, and
Apshi.

“Clearing confusion’

e v s mechaniem for

clearing the numerical

confusion in cases where
ilies may

Welfare Soctety told The

Is ‘name, for instance.,
from the

communities in Arunachal Pradesh and Assam are named according to the order they are
the names may also help identifying the clan a person belongs to

used Arifusa but 1 dropped
the ‘A" from my name.”

He added that Lisu

Singphas, an ethnic group
inhabiting 27 countries,
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Sangita Kalanidhi award for vocalist T.M. Krishna

The Hindu Burean
CEHENNAL

Carnatic vocalist and Mag-

Krishna by N. Murali, presi-
dent, Music Acadery.
when the singer was per-
. with his wife San-

The Executive Commit-
tee of the Music Acadermy,
at its meeting on Sundsy,
decided o confer the
award on him_

Music  Academy  has
thoughs it it to confer on

before coming under the
el

tener base of the are by tak-
ing & o warled sockal

sextings and focusing o its

vasa lyer, T. Brinda, M.S.
Subbulakshimi wiso you ad-
mire and ook Up 10 For in-

spiration,” said Mr. Krish-
na, wha penme
boolks on M_S. Subbulaksh-
mi and history of mridan-
garm makers.

He learnt from Sangita
Kala Acharyas Bhagavarula

Srinivasa :ye.

“Adherence to tradition”

~Enown for his powerful
wodce and his adherence to
tradition when it comes to
the art, he has experinsent-
ed widely with its format.
He has also worked wo-
wards expanding the Hs-

ehthy dened sommtares,

presented to mridhangam
player Parassala Ravi (W
Eavesndran Nalr and vo-
calist Gee

Other awanrds
TTK Awards will go to Thi-

san, wh
musical neage

This year's Nritya Kala-
nidhi _award will be pre-
sented to Neena Prasad.

She had her training in
Mohinivattam from Kala-

musie, writing and

pioning social canses.
The  sangita  Kala

Acharya awards will be

and
Kalamandalam Sugandhi.
She learnt Bharatanatyam

from Kala Acharya
Adyar K. Lakshmanan, Ku

{pazdi vemparl
Chinna ;zuya.n and Katha-

keali from Vemnbayam Appu-
kurtan Pillal. she obtained

21 fishermen from
Tamil Nadu held
by Sri Lankan Navy

Serim|

it actions One of the travaders o

E= e
Sril Lanikcan Peany con Saturdiay might. SPECWL ARRANGEHERT

award at the inauguration
of the academy™s 15th An-

RAMESWARAM

The Sri Lankan Mavy on Sa-
murday night arrested 21 Ra-
meswaram fishermen and
two of their

ments here. They have not

Governor stalls Ponmudy’s return to Cabinet

RN, Ravi writes o CM Stalin to vermind

that the Supreme Court had only suspended the conviction as interim relief and had not set it aside:

response comes a day after Law Minister said there would be no issue in the swearing-in of the DMK leader after announcement of the poll schedule

CHEN™AL

Tamil Madu Governor BN,
Rawi has refused to re-in-
duct senior DMK leader
and former Higher Educa-
miom Minkster K. Pon

thomal morality to do
T = Iittr o Cihabet Mirais-

ter MLK. Stalin, M=

said It was pertinent to

Bhavan told The Hindi on
sunday.

The offences for which
Mr. Ponmiudy  was  held

thon as Minister would be
agadnst constitstional mo-
rality and hence, I am un-
able to accede to your re-

As he remains
tainted of
corrugtion, re-induction
mister would be

wnable to accede to your

regquest
Sourees quetng RN, R

a * the sources quoted
r. Ravi as saying in the
Better.

‘on his renurn after a

three-day visit to Delhi, Mr.
Rawi replied to Mr. Stalin's
letter requesting time for
the swearingin cerermomny
of Mr. Ponmudy.

Opinion of
He had soughs the opinion
ol on whether

rect wi ion
s Tart 5t amicle by the top

Mr.  Ravis  response
comes a day after the Stare

Law Minister sakd there
be no issses in the

o three years
l.njsj.l lnadlsp onate
ass, December
S The Supreme
Court had later stayed his
coml and sentence.

mational it -
dary

Fisheries Department
offi

second — are likely to be
produced before a court in
Sri Lanka and sent to judi-
cial custody.

Fisherfolk in Rameswsa-
Thangachimadam

only
«cal artitude of the govern-

few s of announce-
ment of the Lok Sabha
election

“We don't know where

1o go and plead
P is so bad that we
want to give up fis i
Bay., We

doubts whether the pro-
mises made 1o s by i
cal leaders [will be ful-
filled],~

The Sri Lankan courts

had already awarded six
maonths, one-year and two-
year Jail terms to five of our

fishermen. With the model
code of d.u.r:lmnlngln—
o etiect, melther offtials
mor politicians will take up

our case. We are in a help-
less situation....” he added.

note that the Supreme  vant “As he remains taine-
Court had suspendsad the ed of .
Traditionnl sityle

L LS L

Fit check: Women wearng saris particioate in
i e fibness. 5 Ran

‘s ri e i Myl ars Sumscliny. The firstcfits-kined et in Hyedorabm .o garssed]

Latin Catholic Church calls
for action on ‘intolerance’

G Aansd
TEIRLIVANANTHAFURAR

religious

minorities arguably held

attendant electoral ramifi-
for the

catlons for duelling
political fronts in the run-
up o Lok Sabha election in
Kerala, especially in the
coastal districts.

‘On Sunday, Metropoli-
tan_Archbishop of the La-
in Catholic ocese of

of protest and social action

che rising tide of re-
T o higotry Aad wersen

ing prepsdice againse mi-
moTithe:

secularism,
and diversity.

687 attacks in 2023
The Archbishop said that

the artacks on Christians
had jumped from 147 in
2014 to G87 in 2O,

the 011

Bloc that could sway the

Prospects of the

mocTatic Fromnt CLDIJ the

United Democratic Front

BiF-led Na-
e

GNDAY, eapeclally in Thinu-
vananthapuram!

The unity  has
rarely behaved as a homo-

alvan -

umiform voring pattern in
e polls_

CID launches probe
into POCSO case

against Yediyurappa

BENGALURL

The Criminal Investigation

nister B.5. Yediyurappa.

The = had filled

Former CM bhoascd on
a complaint that he
albegediy_molested a

-
ice had registered a case
wrnd

complaint by the mother
of a 17-year-old girl that Mr.
ol

ment handed over ihe case
o the CIO.
e girl

underwent a
e

JD(S) convenes meeting amid
row with BJP over Kolar seat

BENGALURL

As the Kolar Lok Sabha
seat
the

has become a bone of

from Bengaluru, for the
seat. The development
comes a day after the form-

r Chief Minister and se-
moermletde HD

. B -
Umnion

BIF and the Janata Dal (s),
the latter has conwverned an
emergency meeting  on
mMonday 1o discuss  the
Essue.

while the [D(s) had
been claiming for over two
months that it would get
Hassan, Marsdya, and Kolar

~invisible hands~ in the lo-
«cal BIF unit are at work 1o
foise @ candsdate, an -
former Minkster

met
Tome hiinister Amir Shah
in Delhi where the Ssue re-
portedly came up for dis-
cussion

and 27 it convested
first Lok sabha elecrions in
1

E=EN
BIP candidate S. KMumnis-

pramy won the seat i 2019
election,

0,
made the upset possible.
“RIr. Kumaraswamy has
convened an emergency
meeting to discuss the Ko-
lar seat following pressure
from party ders. The

the JDES) was asked to pre-
pare the ground in the con-
stituency,” the source told
The Hind.

Former Prime Minister
JIDMS) supremo ELDL
Gowda Is also likely
o speak to the BJP Central

leadership
e |

Kerala to move SC on
President withholding
her assent to Bills

KOCHT

Kerala will soon challenge
e the Supreme Court

Bills passed by the Kerala
re.
The President had with-

sbout the ﬁ.leofrwuod\.er

sions of the President. The
stame would conrend that
the

she gave her assent o the

Kerala Ayukra

f{Amendrment) Bill, 2022
The State is yet to hear

vernor to act on the Bills
passed by the State
e

BIP has no
role in BRS
MLC Kavitha's
arrest, says
Kishan Reddy

HYDERABAD

Telangana BJF chief and
Undon Minister G. Kishan
Reddy

role in the now-scrapped
Ihi liguor policy case.
A special © an

rir. Reddy a

former Chief hMinister K

Chandrashekhar Rao's
v h

“dubicus
with the AAP government
in Delhl

“The EN probe Lino s
Kavitha's business deals
has nothing to 4o with I
or Telangana people or
politics. A CBI investigarion

Sun
While sending Ms. Ka-
visha o the ED custody, the

court had allowed som

Intives 1o meet her for hatf
a0 hour every day during

e rornamd

(WEth PTT |upum




Sangita Kalanidhi award for vocalist T.M. Krishna

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Carnatic vocalist and Mag-
saysay Award winner T.M.
Krishna has been selected
for the Sangita Kalanidhi
award of the Music Acade-
my for 2024.

The news about the
award was conveyed to Mr.
Krishna by N. Murali, presi-
dent, Music Academy,
when the singer was per-
forming, with his wife San-
geetha and students, at the
memorial of St. Thyagaraja
at Thiruvaiyaru.

The Executive Commit-
tee of the Music Academy,
at its meeting on Sunday,
decided to confer the
award on him.

“He has been a top-
ranking and extremely ta-
lented musician for a long
time and truly deserves the
award for his music. The
Music Academy has
thought it fit to confer on

him the award on the basis
of sheer excellence in mus-
ic,” said Mr. Murali.

“It is very overwhelm-
ing to be chosen for the
award and it is a special
moment in my life,” said
Mr. Krishna, who visits the
memorial of Thyagaraja
once in a year to perform.

Mr. Krishna, a student of
Semmangudi  Srinivasa
Iyer, said Sangita Kalanidhi
was without doubt a very
important award in the
Carnatic music world.

“It is also humbling be-
cause the recipients of the
awardees include my
teacher Semmangudi Srini-
vasa Iyer, T. Brinda, M.S.
Subbulakshmi who you ad-
mire and look up to for in-
spiration,” said Mr. Krish-
na, who has penned a
books on M.S. Subbulaksh-
mi and history of mridan-
gam makers.

He learnt from Sangita
Kala Acharyas Bhagavatula

" 2 VN

Py "”' z‘ :\‘ ..\‘ 2 -
I <9 o RN FRT b
Afile photo of T.M. Krishna (left) and Neena Prasad.

Seetharama Sarma and
Chengalpet Ranganathan
before coming under the
tutelage of Semmangudi
Srinivasa Iyer.

‘Adherence to tradition’
“Known for his powerful
voice and his adherence to
tradition when it comes to
the art, he has experiment-
ed widely with its format.
He has also worked to-
wards expanding the lis-

tener base of the art by tak-
ing it to varied social
settings and focusing on its
exploratory as opposed to
tightly defined structures.
He has used music as a tool
for social reform,” a press
release from the academy
said. Mr. Krishna has re-
ceived several awards for
music, writing and cham-
pioning social causes.

The Sangita Kala
Acharya awards will be

presented to mridhangam
player Parassala Ravi (V.
Raveendran Nair) and vo-
calist Geetha Raja.

Other awards

TTK Awards will go to Thi-
ruvaiyyaru Brothers S. Na-
rasimhan and S. Venkate-
san, who are from a
musical lineage that
stretches back to Tyagara-
ja. Another artiste who will
get the award is violinist
H.K. Narasimhamurthy.
The Musicologist Award
will be given to Margaret
Bastin.

This year’s Nritya Kala-
nidhi award will be pre-
sented to Neena Prasad.

She had her training in
Mohiniyattam from Kala-
mandalam Kshemavati and
Kalamandalam Sugandhi.
She learnt Bharatanatyam
from Sangita Kala Acharya
Adpyar K. Lakshmanan, Ku-
chipudi from Vempati
Chinna Satyam and Katha-

kali from Vembayam Appu-
kuttan Pillai. She obtained
her Ph.D. from Rabindra
Bharathi University for her
thesis on Lasya and Than-
dava in South Indian classi-
cal dances. She was award-
ed a post-doctoral
fellowship from the Univer-
sity of Surrey.

The Sangita Kalanidhi
awardee will preside over
the academic sessions of
the 98th Annual confe-
rence and concerts of the
Music Academy to be held
between December 15,
2024 and January 1, 2025,
and will receive the award,
together with those select-
ed for the Sangita Kala
Acharya, the TTK and the
Musicologist awards at the
Sadas on January 1, 2025.

The Nritya Kalanidhi
awardee will receive the
award at the inauguration
of the academy’s 18th An-
nual Dance Festival on Ja-
nuary 3, 2025.




Sangeetha Kalanidhi or Sangeeta Kalanidhi or Sangita Kalanidhi
(sangeetha = music, kala = art, nidhi = treasure or ocean) is the title
awarded yearly to a Carnatic musician by the Madras Music Academy.

From 1929 to 1941, the award did not exist. The idea of the award was
conceived in 1942 by the then Academy President KV Krishnaswami lyer;
and on 1 January 1943, all musicians who had presided over the annual
conferences between 1929 and 1942 were awarded the title.

This included 2 or 3 past presidents - Palamarneri Swaminatha lyer
(1931), probably Umayalpuram Swaminatha lyer (1936) and Mangudi
Chidambara Bhagavatar (1937) - who were no more, but no posthumous
award has been presented since then
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The military’s continuing hold over Pakistan

Auslim Le:
MN) PAMLN) joined hands with the
Peoples Party (PPP) to
fomn a The

Sameer Paril

is & Seevor Fellow at
Obzerver Rinsearch

two parties may claim that they
have taken this step to save

nc
Depnity Drector st
ORF Mumba. He

military’s whims
In Pakistan, it is a known secret
that the establishment
interferes in the electoral process
an. (a

1970. However, the disastrous

unlikely to last its five-year term_
More this

of those
still linger in the memory of the mandate has already started an
e ent. ugly power struggle among
securing an absolute majority warsous . This political

Advancing equitable access to kidney care

is the fifth leadi cause of mortality in Tamil Nadu

working in primary health
centres

e National Sec

with a “selected” and weak prime
Pakistan in 1971. Since then, the minister in office, Afunir
army has been largely successful may now plan to seek an

che. in is

Council Secretar
Vicws are perscast

s & PhD Schotar at
Jawsharial Neheu

. New Dethi.
T1o peeacuaty soreed
in the National

Sec

ait against the military and will likely polarisation, which
the

Secretariat. Views are
persanal

some coun

though the army is criticised by
tries for interfering in
the elections, it will still receive

A loss for the people
After a favourable

of chronic kidney disease will
only increase. This will impact
not only the health of the peo-
ple. but also the economy. Ev-
ery year, the Tamil Nadu go-
vernment spends more than
2100 crore for hemodialysis
alone for the CMCHIS; this is

st amount being

there is excess

international support for at outcome, the
least holding now
helping form a iMan emboldened to tighten its grip on
sovernment. The Chief of Army tan's
Seaff (C General Syed Asim instisutions. Journalises, suring kidney health for all.
Munir, is aware that supporters, rights activists, ronic ase
the Special Investment Facilitation | and minority communities are the fifth leading cause of mor-
Council, his pet project to stabil ng by tality in Tamil Nadu. This sising that health and educa-
¥'s state y Regular means that Tamil Nadu needs. tion are the two eyes of a go-
special attention compared to the
that to happen, any ‘selected" social media monitoring, and the most other States. A recent
sovernme: Islamabad is banning of platforms such as X step survey, by the and nable steps in ev-
Sufficient to move forward. have of and pro- | ery corner to achs ch
Third. a fractured electoral his second year as COAS, with a ¥ which should be in- | equity. Similar to diabetes and
mandate with no clear major new coalition government in cine, M Medical College, | cluded in for non- chronic kidney
Pakistan’s new for any political party has given power, General Munis will assers estimated chronic kidney dis- cable diseases. disease also needs prioritisa-
Tt enough manceuvring space to the 1 over all spheres of ease to be prevalent in 8.4% of The State government has | tion so that Tamil u can
s g army to put PML-N and PPP in a e. As the military the t population of Tamil d m to en- | achieve kidney health for all
rests on a stolen polis ablishment wins another Nadu; 0.3% will reqs v | surethat there are many super
mandate Considering the sad e of political battle by Jisregarding the rs in govern- orayan S —
the and reasing | ment-run hospitals. There is

this new PML-N—P!’Pcountionls

public
will be borne by the people.

ension
in the population. he burden | Mternal Tescrration for

No major change in employment status or wages in 10 years

A report by Bg a Kar

shows that the share of self-

d workers i L while the share of those in formal i

FROM THE ARCHIVES

@ he 540072 PWindn.

1 low

[ DATA PoINT ]

organ-
a report titled

those who were self-employed re-
ed

en was the highest, it also
the higl of points
56.5% in 2011-12 to 64.3% in
202223 the mpon.

between 2011-12 and 202223,
ld labour in (helr

‘Wages and
fty", at the Press Club,
The report analyses the progress
in various

dicators in the last decade,
Since the National Democratic Ak
lance power, in-
cluding

and house-
hoid earnings.
Chart 2 shows wise

formalisation of jobs., and im~
provement in wages.
As the general elections draw

uvlar salaried workers and casual
Iabourers. Data show there has not
been any s t growth in in-
come in the last five across

FIFTY YEARS AGO MARCH 18, 1974

Employment check

Tha charts were sourced from the repart titled,

TSRSy

Malaysia and Singapore
hold differing views on
peace zone idea

T

P+ A

. Wages anc

Kuala Lumpar, March 17: Following up the

of the call to make the Indian Ocean a
official sources here belseve that
of

and brought
ndian

er, while wage earnings
creased when adjusmd for il

rt committee
2%t up by fhe Ministry of Labour

. The charts
ricnss employment categaries in 2011-12 and
2522223 Sor men and w

e N Cerers

© the share of empicymant

inincka
For:

mat
regul

- satacied)

thal the NFLMW should be at least

ls in
the share of households earning
less than the national floor level
minimum wage (NFLMW). About
34% of households in In
iess than

population held 223 and 7% of
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No major change in employment status or wages in 10 years

A report by Bahutva Karnataka shows that the share of self-employed workers increased, while the share of those in formal employment remained low




Employment check

The charts were sourced from the report titled, ‘Employment, Wages and Inequality’, published by Bahutva Karnataka

Chart 1: The charts compare the share of employment
across various employment categories in 2011-12 and
2022-23 for men and women in India
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Chart 2: The chart shows the year-wise average weekly
wages, adjusted for inflation, for male and female regular
salaried workers and casual labourers
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Map 3: The map shows the State/
UT-wise share of households
earning less than the national
floor level minimum wage
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Chart 1: The charts compare the share of employment
across various employment categories in 2011-12 and
2022-23 for men and women in India
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Chart 2: The chart shows the year-wise average weekly
wages, adjusted for inflation, for male and female regular
salaried workers and casual labourers
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Map 3: The map shows the State/
UT-wise share of households
earning less than the national
floor level minimum wage
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Chart 4: The chart shows the year-wise share of national
wealth held by the wealthiest 10% and the poorest 50% of
the population
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LASHIKAR GAMN
21 killed in accident involving bus.
tanker. and scooter in Afghanistan

At least 21 persons were killed 3nd 38 injured on Sundsy when 3
bus collided with a fuel tanker truck and burst into flames in
southern Afghanistan. Officials said that a bike was also involved in

the sccident The

accident ocaurred in the early hours on »

Feghracay that sees traffic between Herat and capital Kabul. A9

TENRAN
Iran inks deals worth $13 billion

~

iran on Sunday sealed contracts worth bifions of

RELTERS

SEOLUL

Blinken arrives in South Korea

to attend democracy sumimit

'l

domestic companies to beost its cil production in the face of
Western sanctions. The deals worth $12 billion will increase daily oil

producticn

six major fields and add 2.50,000 barrels per day to

the country’s dady production of ol AFF

=

State Antony Blinken srrived ca Sunday in South

Kores on the first stop of 3 brief Asia tour also includin
Philippines. Mr. Slinken tanded on Sunday aftermoan shead of the

third Summit for Democracy on
President Joe

liden, which Seoul is ho:

Mondsy, an initistive of U.S.
& this week 77

comMAa

Eight UN troops wounded as

fighting escalates in DR Congo

-~
Clashes

rebels lesving cight UN pesce!

forces and M23
injured after  brief Ll in

fighting in eastern Democratic Republic of Congo, the Unitec

Mations ssid. One of the peace!

was “grawely wounded® in

the sttack on Saturdsy at Sake, 3 UN offical said. a9

Putin poised to rule Russia after an
election with no other real choices

three-day poll

h.lppencd in a tightly controlled envn—unmu-n where no criticism of the Russian President or Ukraine war was allowed

fan  President
Viadimir Putn s
poised o extend
his nearly quarter century
of rule for six more years
after a relentless crack-

of the vote with 24% of the
precincts counted, accord-
ing to Russia’s Central Elec-

tion Commission.
= a 1

Clese scrutiny: Peopic queus cutsice a palling station during

that began on Friday has
taken place in a tightly con-

is allowed.
Mr. Putin’s fiercest polit-

Russia's L etect

fcal foe, Alexel
died in an Arctic prison Last
month, other critics
are either in jail or in exile

Navalny’s  associates
have urged those unhappy

Navalny,

son in Moscow on Sunday.

Mr. Putin or the war

scribed it as a success, re-
leasing pictures and videos
of people crowding near
polling stations in various
cities across Russia around

e 71-year-old Russtan
Tt T Has sk
rivals from Kremlin-friend-

raine two vears
Ptin has Boasted of Rus-
sian battlefield successes in
the run-up to the vote, but
a massive Ukrainian drone
attack across Russia early
on Sunday sent a reminder
of challenges faced by Mos-

The Russian Defence Mi-
nistry reported downing

35 Ukrainian drones over-
night, including four near
the Russian capital

tons ss the vast coun-
try's 11 time zones, in e
gally annexed regions of
Ukr:

at some embassies around
the world.

Cases of vandalism
Despite tight controls, sev-
eral dozen cases of vandal-
ism at polling stations were

protest actions linked to
the presidential election.

‘Ground operations in Kyiv
are possible at some point’

Last month Mr. Macron
refused to rule out putting
wnd in

{from left) Emmanuel Macron, Olaf Scholz and Donsid Tusk at 3
press conference at the Chancellery in Berlin on Friday. are

a stern response from Ber-
lin and other European
partners.

But the French Presi-

dent has not recanted from
his position, but swressed

> i it e T

ground, they
may be, to counter the Rus-
sian forces” Macron told
newspaper Le Parisien in
an interview conducted on
F

“France’s strength s
that we can do
‘Germai mncellol' Olaf

to Ukraine and his pointed

parts in Berlin on Friday, in
a show of solidarity behind
Kyiv.

After the meeting. Ma-
cron said the three coun-
tries of the socalled Wel-
mar were
Sunied- in thelr aim to
“never let Russia win™.

EU and Egypt agree
to a €74-billion deal
on energy, migration

France Presse
CARO

The EU chief and five Euro-

o deal will include bil-
Hons in credit over coming

and the centres of two on-
— the Iszael-
the Gaza

Rapid Support Forces.
Haven for refu
Egypt
grants and refugees,
luding four millien ;ud.a

s)n» ns, accor
UN's International Organi-
zation for Migration.

EU official sasd the

The
deal includes seps to

— who was joined by
(h»e leaders of Austria, Bel-
- Cypris, Greece and

met

Couter-terrorism Cooper:

n by the C

2 Sunday. Theee activists from climate movemnent Last Generation briefly

intemagsted the marathon befare ke Foice arrestod thom. The grour has called for creation of a feparation fund worth €20 biion. A

signing ceremony.

Split-up of funds

The
three Mediterranean lead-
ers — Italian Prime Minister
Giorgia Meloni, her Greek
counterpart Kyriakos Mit-

and Presi

sot Cyprus -
dent Nikos
Christodoulides.

The agreement follows
several al deals

an,
of millions for bilateral pro-
jects including on
‘migrationy.

Egype. mired in a pain-
ful economic crists, -

the EU has sealed i in north-
ern Libya,
Tunits and Matrianty =
o stem the flow of irregu-
lar migrants across the Me-

£U chief Ursista Von der Layen and Egypt President Abdel-Fattah
al-Sissi 3t the Presidential Palace in Caro on Sunday. AP

UNICEF chief says Haiti situation
resembles chaos of Mad Max

UNITED NATIONS

The UN children’s agency
chief offered a dire assess-
ment Sunday of the chaotic
situation in Haiti, saying it
was -almost like a scene
out of Mad Max.” which
depicted a violent and law-

post-apocalyptic

rector

many people

gangs  conmalling
large parts of capital Port-

au-Prince as well as key
roads leading elsewhere.
The situation is “the
worst that anyone has seen
in decades.” she said.
“It's almost like a scene
out of Mad Max. 13

shelter for famidies dispiaced by gang viclence in Port-au-Prince. a8

what it seems like,”
Russell said of the 1976

already hit by
Srowigt ruserwal Climmster
rernment, has
seen --m.e near-collapse of

basic services,” a recent
United  Natons report
warned.

Netanyahu vows not
to stop despite U.S.
criticism of Gaza war

As: ed Press
TEL AVIV

Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
Jjamin Netanyahu railed on
Sunday agal Erowing
criticism from the United
States against his leader-
ship amid the devastating
war with Hamas, saying
the pressure will not stop
Israel from achieving “total
victory:”

In recent days, top offi-
clals from the U.S., Israel's
staunchest ally which has
provided key military and

diplomatic support, have
publicly voiced their frus-
tration with Mr. Netanya-
hu. U.S. President joe Bi-
den accused Mr.
Netanyahu of hurting Is-
rael because of the huge ci-
vilian death toll in Gaza.

Call for Israel polls
U.S. Senate Majority Lead-
er Chuck Schumer. the
highest-ranking Jewish offi-
cial in the country and an

den expressed

support for

for suffering mothers and
children.
As life grows more diffi-

said Saturday k& was orga-
nizing a charter fAlight to
evacuate its citizens from
Haiti. Non-essential embas-
sy staff were evacuated six
days earlier.

are sheltering, and support
for a new round of talks
aimed at securing a cease-
fire in exchange for the re-
turn of Israeli hostages ta-
ken in Hamass October 7
attack. The lsrach delega-
tion 1o talks was not

xpected 1o leave for Qatar
until after evening

Chuck Schumer, the
highest-ranking

Israel supporter, had
said that the Isracli
PM had ‘lost his way”

he had no plan to back

31,000 Palestinians,
cording to local health offi-
cials. More than five

ern tsrael killed 1,200 pe:
ple and left ancther 250
hostage in Gaza._

Mr. Netanyahu said that

statement painted it as a
cader attack on Israel

Rafah attack imminent

onal pressure
will stop s from Festizing
all of the goals of the war:

again constitutes a threat
1o Israel,” he said.
Mr. Netanyahu also reit-

f the
Cabinet and War Cabinet,
which will give directions
for the negotiations.
Despite the talks, Mr.
Netanyahu made it clear




SEOUL

Blinken arrives in South Korea
to attend democracy summit

AFP
h

U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken arrived on Sunday in South
Korea on the first stop of a brief Asia tour also including the
Philippines. Mr. Blinken landed on Sunday afternoon ahead of the
third Summit for Democracy on Monday, an initiative of U.S.
President Joe Biden, which Seoul is hosting this week. AFP




"EU and Egypt agree
to a €74-billion deal
on energy, migration

Agence France-Presse
CAIRO

The EU chief and five Euro-
pean leaders visited cash-
strapped Egypt on Sunday
to announce a €7.4 billion
financial package focussed
on boosting energy trade
and stemming irregular
migrant flows to the 27-
member bloc.

The deal will include bil-
lions in credit over coming
years for highly indebted
Egypt, and stepping up
energy sales that could
help Europe “move further
away from Russian gas”,
said a senior European
Commission official.

European Commission
President Ursula von der
Leyen — who was joined by
the leaders of Austria, Bel-
gium, Cyprus, Greece and
Italy — met with Egyptian
President Abdel Fattah al-
Sisi ahead of the scheduled
signing ceremony.

w14 2voe ~FLvae T~

and the centres of two on-
going conflicts — the Israel-
Hamas war in the Gaza
Strip and Sudan’s war bet-
ween the regular armed
forces and the paramilitary
Rapid Support Forces.

Haven for refugees

Egypt already  hosts
around nine million mi-
grants and refugees, in-
cluding four million Suda-
nese and 1.5 million
Syrians, according to the
UN’s International Organi-
zation for Migration.

The EU official said the
deal includes steps to
cooperate on “security,
counter-terrorism cooper-
ation and protection of
borders, in particular the
southern one” with Sudan.

The Gaza Strip “will not
be the main focus but will
be part of the discussion”
in Cairo, the official added.

The delegation included
three Mediterranean lead-
ers — Italian Prime Minister
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Establishment

« Unification of
Upper
and Lower
Egypt!11112]

* Muhammad Ali
dynasty
inaugurated

* Independence
from
United Kingdom

¢. 3150 BC

9 July 1805(3!

28 February 1922

Ay > e\ AN

V4 p t _'___U_‘I ) '\'\‘}\'
f." : k 7 '-“_ )
B R
\ :
Capital Cairo
and largest city & 30°2'N 31°13'E
Official languages  Arabic!'
National language  Egyptian Arabic!?

Religion See Religion in
Egypt®]

Demonym(s) Egyptian

Government Unitary semi-
presidential republic
under an authoritarian
regime[s][7][8][9][1 0]

* President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi

* Prime Minister Moustafa Madbouly

Legislature Parliament

* Upper house Senate

* Lower house House of
Representatives

* Revolution Day 23 July 1952

* Republic declared 18 June 1953

« Current 18 January 2014

constitution

Area

+ Total 1,010,408!["4I15] km?
(890,121 sg mi) (29th)

« Water (%) 0.632

Population

+ 202316 gstimate 110,000,000 (15th)

-20171""] census 94,798,827

« Density 103.56/km?
(268.2/sq mi) (118th)

GDP (PPP) 2023 estimate

- Total A $1.809 trillion!"®]
(18th)

- Per capita A $17,12318 (93rd)

GDP (nominal) 2023 estimate

+ Total ¥ $398.397 billion! ']
(38th)

« Per capita ¥ $3,770018] (127th)

Gini (2017) v 31.5[19]

HDI (2021) — 0.731/20]
high (97th)

Currency Egyptian pound

(LE/ES/EE) (EGP)




* Recently, the Indian Prime Minister (PM) has visited Egypt for the first time
since 1997 to discuss bilateral relations between India and Egypt.

* The Government of Egypt hestowed the highest honor of the land — the Order
of the Nile — on the PM.

* Note: Instituted in 1915, the ‘Order of the Nile’ is conferred upon heads of
states, crown princes, and vice presidents who offer Egypt or humanity
invaluable services.



e, 4
Mediterranean Sea Israel /s
Gaza Stripy_ /.

Libya



* Memoranda of Understanding (MoUs): Three MoUs were signed between India
and Egypt in the fields of agriculture, archaeology and antiquities, and
competition law, aiming to enhance cooperation in these areas.



* Egypt's Participation in G-20 Summit: Egypt was designated as a "guest
country” at the upcoming G-20 summit scheduled to be held in September,
further strengthening bilateral ties between India and Egypt.

* Al-Hakim Mosque: Indian Prime Minister visited the 11'-century Al-Hakim
Mosque in Cairo, which was restored by India's Dawoodi Bohra community.



* The mosque was huilt in 1012 and is the fourth oldest mosque in Cairo. The
Dawoodi Bohra Muslims are known for their adherence to the Fatimi
Ismaili Tayyibi school of thought and originated from Egypt before
establishing a presence in India in the 11th century.



* Ashoka’s edicts refer to his relations with Egypt under Ptolemy-Il. In modern
times, Mahatma Gandhi and the Egyptian revolutionary Saad Zaghloul shared
the common goal of independence from British colonial rule.

* The first joint special forces exercise hetween the Indian Army and the
Egyptian Army, "Exercise Cyclone-1" was completed in Janvary 2023 in
Jaisalmer, Rajasthan.



* Bilateral Trade:
* India’s trade with Egypt stood at USD 6,061 million in 2022-23, having declined by
17% over the previous year.
* Nearly a third of it was petroleum related.
* India was Egypt’s sixth largest trading partner, while Egypt was India’s 38th in 2022-
23.

* Indian investments in Egypt are spread over 50 projects totalling USD 3.15
billion. Egypt has invested USD 37 million in India.



UNICEF chief says Haiti situation
resembles chaos of Mad Max

Agence France-Presse
UNITED NATIONS

The UN children’s agency
chief offered a dire assess-
ment Sunday of the chaotic
situation in Haiti, saying it
was “almost like a scene
out of Mad Max,” which
depicted a violent and law-
less post-apocalyptic
future.

“Haiti is a horrific situa-
tion,” UNICEF executive di-
rector Catherine Russell
told CBS talk show Face the
Nation.

“Many, many people
there are suffering from se-
rious hunger and malnutri-
tion and we are not able to
get enough aid to them,”
with gangs controlling
large parts of capital Port-

Mouting misery: Children line up to receive a plate of food at a
shelter for families displaced by gang violence in Port-au-Prince. AP

au-Prince as well as key
roads leading elsewhere.
The situation is “the
worst that anyone has seen
in decades,” she said.
“It’s almost like a scene
out of Mad Max. That’s

what it seems like,” Ms.
Russell said of the 1979
film.

Haiti, already hit by
drought, natural disaster
and weak government, has
seen “the near-collapse of

basic services,” a recent
United Nations report
warned.

Shipment looted

The challenges facing fo-
reign aid workers — some
of whom have been at-
tacked or kidnapped for
ransom — were underlined
on Saturday when gangs
looted a UNICEF shipment
intended to provide relief
for suffering mothers and
children.

As life grows more diffi-
cult for Haitians and fo-
reigners, the US Embassy
said Saturday it was orga-
nizing a charter flight to
evacuate its citizens from
Haiti. Non-essential embas-
sy staff were evacuated six
days earlier.
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Area
- Total
* Water (%)

Population
- 2023 estimate
* Density

GDP (PPP)
* Total

* Per capita

GDP (nominal)
* Total

- Per capita
Gini (2012)

HDI (2021)

Currency

Time zone
* Summer (DST)

27,750[1% km?
(10,710 sq mi) (143rd)
0.7

11,470,261 (83rd)

382/km? (989.4/sq mi)
(32nd)

2023 estimate

A $38.952 billionl'2]
(144th)

A $3,1851'21 (174th)

2023 estimate

A $25.986 billion!'?!
(139th)

A $2,1250'21 (172nd)

41.1013]

V¥ 0.535[14]
low (163rd)

Gourde (G) (HTG)

UTC-5 (EST)
UTC-4 (EDT)

Capital
and largest city

Official languages

Ethnic groups

Religion (2020)"°]

Demonym(s)

Government

* President

* Prime Minister

Legislature
* Upper house
* Lower house

Port-au-Prince
-1 18°32’'N 72°20'W

French
Haitian Creole

95% Black
5% Mixed or Whitel#!

87.0% Christianity
10.7% no religion
2.1% folk religions
0.2% others

Haitian

Unitary semi-
presidential republic
under an interim
government

Ariel Henry
(acting)GlI7I8]

Michel Patrick Boisvert
(acting)@9]

National Assembly!®!

Senatel?!
Chamber of Deputies!®!

Independence from France

* Declared

+ Recognized

- First Empire

« Southern
Republic

* Northern State

+ Kingdom

» Unification of
Hispaniola

+ Dissolution

+ Second Empire

* Republic

+ United States
occupation

* Current
constitution

1 January 1804

17 April 1825

22 September 1804
9 March 1806

17 October 1806
28 March 1811
9 February 1822

27 February 1844
26 August 1849
15 January 1859

28 July 1915 -1
August 1934

29 March 1987
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“Women gig
workers on the
road to financial
security’

Fast buck
awerage snd ad

The women riders eam #10,000 a month or an
nal incerme from extrs S, FILE PHETO

tore and maore women like Kamala are joining
th

the last-mile delivery

service, zipping
s:ree(som'blk.esmd.eln'erﬁ:md and other
customers across the city. The riders

rodgh the

pac
£arn 110,000 & month on awerape, with
additional income dependent on ny exira trips

they can manage each day.

GiF the extimated 30-13 ikt deluery cider

(The writer iz with The Hin

Deelivery.
der businessiine

Rolls-Royce rolls out the ‘“most

in its hlstory

complex clock face’

NEWS ANALYSES

S Bonendra Singh

ou can see, but you
can't touch i It

the latest RollRoyce b
? 1 for just a few of
us from the workd,
before the magnificent

Ata re
the Flower Field Hall at
Gardens Bay, Singa-

feus minastes before & was

the Arcadian

s
ern history. the company

“The Rolls-Royoe Arca-
dia Droptail demornsiTates
the true nature of a Coach-
build proposidon in com-
pletely transforming the

Bezpoke lusury: At a priuste cerern oy
detailing snd presentation was to be

character of a_moto
With Arcadis Dropea
witness daring in minimal-
ism and subalery, Informed
by the Hiesryte < ofanlnd.l\.d-

a uni -

pre:la.[ml for Brisiat I

eoe

Rolls-Royos never shares
the product's price (the
Arcadia is estimated to
cost about S25 million),
ard the identity of the
customer

~ Like the haven that
inspires its name, Asc

Drroptail was envistoned by
the client as a refuge from

The U.K.-based compa-

n Simpapare, the Caachibuild maste i
Made. SPECAL ASRAMGEWERT

e wans kept under

oy ssys thar every Rolls-
Koyce  that
Home of I!nlls)tayc? £

geodwood indudes some
bespoke elements. Thes,

range from subte bux sie-
nifscant touches - an indivi-

ood me:
ries, or the client's initials
robdered on the hea-
diresis - to highly complex
Srtuorks Teduiting monthe

projection of an indhvidsal
who values clarity and pre-
clsion in all areas of their

Fo - from their passion for
fine cuisine, their highly
curated personal and pro-
fesslonal spaces and affini-
tv with conremporary de-

slens sakd Alex innes,
Head Coachbauild
ot Hoyce  Motor

carandﬂley!ﬁlllusel(om]y
on special occasions, so
please to use the marerial,”
he explains.

He sald as a general
rule, E-ue’r)'(hl:rqg is (es[ed
but there are
where the chient will m :nn::ke

rials/ fabrics so that they

“It soun«ds like a cliche,
but when we talk about re-
lationships with our clients
we really mean ir. When
we are into the Bespoke

number of years.
Amsma Droptail s one
produ ihat took
et et years 1o be

irvicarion  of  Rolls-Rowce
Motor C

Floored by tradition

Tiles to go: Ao e
Mere tham 200 yesrs ol the
Preserving heritage. AFe

mptoyes takes tiles out fromn the

 the kst tra amaannt

e de Niderviller, an
lery in Losrsine, o

ctisa n Niderviller, narth eastern France
preratirg weth s hirery Aeting hork b 1928 in an ppenach o

Kolkata port gearing up for
I800-cr. container berth upgrade

In an_ ambitsous endea-

kerje t.  Kolkata
SMPE), plans to recon-
struct and mechanise two

container berths at the Ne-
eajl Subhash
Kolkata Dock Systerm (KIS}
within two

SMPK aifms 1o award the
THOO-plus  crore  public-
privase partnership (PFF}
projects in the next three
months.

The Ministry of Ports,

the Meraji =
Toundation  stone

Rathendra Raman

for the project was laid by
Primve Minister Marencdra
Mol on March 1, 2024,

Shorter wait for ships
“The projects for the re
consoruction and mechani-
sation of berths at Netaji
Subhash Dock of Kolkata
Trock System are a part of
the government's drive 1o
enhance container and
cargo handling capacity,

and fi mechanisation
of SMPK,” said SMPK chair-
man Rathendra

r for the projects
has already been Aoated
e are looking to complers
the process and award the
projects within the next 3
m. = he added

The rujecumllbeex.e-
cuted on a ‘design, X
finan

handling capaci
Mo 7 and 8 at Netajl Sub-
hash Thock will at
0.48 million TELS

Later, it can go up to
078 million TEL
this project,
mounted  quay

(RAAey will Tt dnscalled.
1t will reduce the detention

time of ships at the dock
and increase efficiency.”
sakd Mz Ramarn.

Sagarmala projects
Comprising two dock sys-
tems, KOS and Haldia Dock

Port Trust, currently has a
combined cargo handling
capacity of abour £7.5 mil-
lion tonnes (MTh

The port aswthorities
plan to mcrease the com-

rest, cumulatively
about $5,200 crore, are in
the pipeline.

(The writer is with The
Hisicla businessiine)

Young Chinese again want to study abroad, just not in the U.S.

WASHINGTON

In the Chinese

vear-old senjor studying
advertsing, it was the cost.
“Ir doesn't work for me
when you have to spend 2
millicn {yuan) (52,785,000}
but find ne job upon re-

master’s program
Unihversity of Bristol in fors
e

‘or her, the issue was

‘amilies in Shanghai
usually dont wane to send
their daughters o a place

banned

ween the U.S. and the LLiC,
the UK. is safer,
ihe Diggest conslderation
for ny parents.”

With an interest in stu-

Fear psychosiss

Between the e

educa-

tries.
“International

engineers. of
They are the

The Chiness gowernment has sidelined English educatson, byped gun vislencs in the
WS, and portrayed the US. az a dec

line as stromg me
we in the LS. have to pay

ntion, because China-
relations are wvery

ed to a declining popuka-
ton In China from low

and the high costs of a
education.

Bur graduste pragrams
have not been spared
Zheng ¥i. an associate pro-
fesace of mechanical and

He said the waning in-
terest could be partly due
P

The Chinese government
has sidelined English edu-

LS. for its unfriendly poli-
oy toward some Chinese
students, ciing an execu-

weith strong links to the Chi-

nese military.
The Chinese for i
nistry also has protested
£ 2 number of Chinese

sirports in recent months.

s swoman Mao Ning
xecendydes:ﬂbe-dlhe LS.

dren to the
Beijing Tuns exiticised the

actions as T
and
mativated >
Sgate Department spo-

kesman  Matthew  Miller




Rolls-Royce rolls out the ‘most
complex clock face’ in its history

Luxury carmaker unveiled Arcadia, the third custom-made ‘Coachbuild Droptail’ in the world, recently; Assembly took five months and the wood

sections took 8,000 hours to create, according to the company; Droptail is said to be the first roadster body style in Rolls-Royce’s modern history

NEWS ANALYSIS

S. Ronendra Singh

ou can see, but you
Ycan’t touch it! It
was an exclusive

‘Coachbuild’ preview of
the latest Roll-Royce Motor
Cars model for just a few of
us from around the world,
before the magnificent
piece of art was to be hand-
ed over to a multi-billio-
naire client in the evening.
At a private ceremony in
the Flower Field Hall at
Gardens by the Bay, Singa-
pore, the Coachbuild mas-
terpiece was kept under
wrans until some detailing

Bespoke luxury: At a private ceremony in Singapore, the Coachbuild masterpiece was kept under
wraps until some detailing and presentation was to be made. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

sign,” said Alex Innes,
Head of Coachbuild De-
sign, Rolls-Royce Motor
Cars.

But, it is easier said than
done as the engineers and
designers of Rolls-Royce of-
ten have to tackle unique
demands from clients.

Jonathan Simms, Head
of Bespoke, Rolls-Royce,
cites the example of a
client who wanted some
silk materials they had
been using to be used in
the car which they were
buying. However, Rolls-
Royce had to tell them the
company had to run some
tests before it could be fit-
ted in the car as such mate-
rials should last as long as

commissions, it’s very rare
that we won’t have the
client coming to Good-
wood, meeting us or we
meet them where they are
and we really get to know
much about them because
if you know someone well,
then you can be convince-
d...And, then our design-
ers and our craftsmen will
start work with the client,”
Mr. Simms explains.
“When we start to make
the car physically - the first
parts - that’s when many of
the clients love to come to
Goodwood and actually
see those parts being
made, and many of them
get very emotional,” he
said. As the most exclusive




Rs 209 crore Rolls-Royce Arcadia Drop Tail revealed

Rolls Royce has said that the woodwork alone on the Arcadia Drop Tail took over 8,000 hours to
complete.
aL )4.50:00 PM

D crore Rolls-Royce Arcadia Drop Tail revealed
48,454 Views Follow us on [c=
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CUFF NAMDE

We have got it. it is for the fans:
anka on WPL trium

Shr

Crwer the ast fews years, the £e Saio Cup Nomde [The Cup

this time) slogan of RCE has remained the pet troll of the socal

media. Mot an:
we got it That's it guys... thi
Shreyanka Patil after the tr

wmore. “They keep saying Ee Safe Cup Mamde and
is is for the fans”
moh.

said RCB off spinner

MR. COOL
Shrevanka credits coach Williams

for keeping the RCB dugout calm

SPORTZPICS WL
Shreyanka Patil lauded RCE head cosch Luke Williams for keeping
the dressing room calm. “Day in and day out we put in cor hard
week and et e family. Wie did not know Luike much. During the
Last game that we won 2gainst Mumbai Indians, he shed tears of joy.
We hope to do more of this.” said Shreyanka.

UNBELIEVABLE
The su

rt for all the teams has

been

enome

The talismanic Efyze Perry topped
Autraban

with 347 runs, and the.

savs Perrvy

the run-makers" chart in the WPL
all-counder s2id the support for

the teams throughout the event was very heartening. Pretty
bonkers, to be honest. It's another level for us — the support for all
been

the teams has

SPECIAL ONE

The voung Shrevanka has go

the world at her feet: Perrv

-~
Emyze
Sor changing the com)
IMobneux

Py pratsst spkinars Sphis st
complexion of

Freux and Shreyanic Patil
the game in the final. “She

Jturned the match on its head. The rest of the spinmers

Backed her up. Shreyanks is such 3 young player and she has got

the world at her feet. it was a speciat

perfort = said Perry.

Red—hot splnners help Royal Challengers strike gold

WL SEASON 2

Lavanya L
NEW DELHI

ith a fine dis-
phydating pro-

League title at the Arun

MKajaria

*.a¥

for the

of the Royal

teaen 2= they

Jastley Stadium here on
Sunday.

Coach Jonathan Batty,
skipper Meg Lanning and

P fusile in league fi-
nals in the Women's Big
Bash League and in

wicket), Jemimah = Ro-
drigues (who got on one
knee to sweep missing the
ball completely as it hl( the
stumps) and Ca

G Driin facie thae sae her
trying to scoop the ball on-
Iy to kose her stumps) in the

balls_

ning looked tentative right
from the third ball of the in-
nings where misco
aw her lose
With Shafall
charge. DC got to 61
in the PowerPlay. the joint
besz tally in the first six ov-
ers this season. However,
Sophie Molineux was the s

striking the ball clean, Lan-

that lefi the league leader

in tarters. ing her death-overs combo
S removed Shafall of Shreyanka Patdl and

verma (holed out 1o Geor- a into play.

gia Wareham ar dee, - she did we. X

cwer Dethi Capitsis in 3 low-scosing final

Shrayanis  mos
rapped

leg before yet
. with ball headed
straight for her middle

quicksand, folding
for 113 with nine balls left
unfaced, its lower-order’s

 ORAR PUSHPAKAR

What particularly hurt DC
was. betw

face on, RCE
have it easy. Sophie Devine
and Smrit got off to a confi-

ri
ha — within the first 12 ov-

rs. potentially looking for
their wicket-taking form to
come through. The pair did

masterclass in how to de-

s batters as the team slips from 64 for no loss to get bundled out for 113: vital contributions at the top of the order see the Bengaluru side through

sconeEscamD
~

oeumcarTaLs
Meg Lanning lw 5 Shreyanks 23
235, e Shatat verma <
Wareham b Moleux 44 (275,

s 3. 787
Minva, 14 35 6103 hadha. 1625
5-113 fArundhat, 15.2

rcE

£27B, 40dj, Richa Ghosh (not ot
17 (2eb, 230); Total (Sor tao wiEs.
193 cwersi: 115

FALL OF WeCKETS
2.a9 [Devine, 8.1), 2-82 [Smint,
148

ALs NG
*app 40200, Capsey 3-0-13-0,

e w
three baks to spare.

fend with Test intensity in a

In what tied the win up
with a perfect bow, Richa —
who, a2 week ago. was re-
duced to tears when she
couldn't see out

against the sal opponm
—hit the winning runs.

The propellers

Hajari

Shosms 8 Sie: SR e oucs, Ceribre: Startect S alide by piclang v thusea i iets s s s sk Shomyenios S0ok Ut S5 siians
reded oy chase

= fourwicket haut Perry then g
o

the team home in = trick

2 FUSHPAKAR

Meteors,

VL

CHENNAL

AMtumbal Meteors defeated
Delhi Toofans 1511,

here at the Jawaharial Neh-
lndoo

le t
Firet sec and foll
some good play from Amit
ia

out on top. Despite the

Defenders notch up victories

loss. the Toofans have still
aualil or the

an:
win 16-18, 13-15, 1511, 158,
1513,
Their  victory was
fuslied by an exceptional
performance. Cap-
um Muthusamy Appavua

guldl.ng their team to a cru-
win. This sets up a
Sain against the Delhi Too-

Calicut Heroes n in the
finals.
The s Mumbes Meteors bt

resul
Oethi Toofans 15-11, 12-15, 1512,
17as; bad Defenders bt
Calicut Heroes 16-18, 13-15,
151331581513

Rising to the

Sour-setter against Delhi Toofans.

occasion: The Mumbai outfit prevailed ina

. vEDLAN




. - o -
Over the moon: It was a night to remember for the members of the Royal Challengers Bangalore team as they prevailed over Delhi Capitals in a low-scoring final. SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

SCOREBOARD
W

DELHI CAPITALS

Meg Lanning lbw b Shreyanka 23
(23b, 3x4), Shafali Verma ¢
Wareham b Molineux 44 (27b,
2x4, 3x6), Jemimah Rodrigues b
Molineux 0 (2b), Alice Capsey b
Molineux 0 (1b), Marizanne Kapp
¢ Devine b Asha 8 (16b), Jess
Jonassen ¢ Smriti b Asha 3 (11b),
Radha Yadav run out 12 (9b, 2x4),
Minnu Mani lbw b Shreyanka 5
(3b, 1x4), Arundhati Reddy b
Shreyanka 10 (13b), Shikha
Pandey (not out) 5 (5b), Taniya
Bhatia c Richa b Shreyanka 0 (1b);
Extras (w-3): 3; Total (in 18.3
overs): 113.

FALL OF WICKETS
1-64 (Shafali, 7.1 overs), 2-64
(Jemimah, 7.3), 3-64 (Capsey, 7.4),
4-74 (Lanning, 10.4), 5-80 (Kapp,
13.1), 6-81 (Jonassen, 13.3), 7-87
(Minnu, 14.1), 8-101 (Radha, 16.2),
9-113 (Arundhati, 18.2).

RCB BOWLING

Renuka 2-0-28-0, Molineux
4-0-20-3, Perry 2-0-14-0, Devine
1-0-9-0, Wareham 3-0-16-0,
Shreyanka 3.3-0-12-4, Asha
3-0-14-2.

ROYAL CHALLENGERS
Smriti Mandhana c Arundhati b
Minnu 31 (39b, 3x4), Sophie
Devine lbw b Shikha 32 (27b, 5x4,
1x6), Ellyse Perry (not out) 35
(37b, 4x4), Richa Ghosh (not out)
17 (14b, 2x4); Total (for two wkts.
in 19.3 overs): 115.

FALL OF WICKETS

1-49 (Devine, 8.1), 2-82 (Smriti,
14.6).

CAPITALS BOWLING
Kapp 4-0-20-0, Capsey 3-0-13-0,
Shikha 4-0-11-1, Radha 1-0-18-0,
Arundhati 3.3-0-26-0, Jonassen
2-0-15-0, Minnu 2-0-12-1.

Tace: Nalhi Canitale




Countries

Administrator

Format

First edition
Latest edition
Next edition

Tournament
format

Number of
teams

Current
champion

Most
successful

Most runs
Most wickets
TV

Board of Control for Cricket

in India (BCCI)
Twenty20 cricket
2023

2024

2025

Double Round-robin and
playoffs (knock-out stage)

5

Mumbai Indians (1st title)

Mumbai Indians (1st title)

Meg Lanning (676)
Sophie Ecclestone (27)

¢ India: Sports18
(Television)

e JioCinema (Internet)
International
List of broadcasters



Team City Debut Owners Captain Head coach
JSW Group—GMR
) _ , Meg Jonathan
Delhi Capitals New Delhi | 2023 | Group (JSW GMR . 107 08
_ o | Lanning(?7] Battyl2]
Cricket Pvt. Ltd)[?6!
Gujarat Gi Ahmedabad | 2023 | Adani G sefh Hachael
ujarat Giants medaba ani Group Mooneylzg][e] Haynes[3°]
Mumbai Indi Mumbai 5023 | Indiawin Sport Harmanpreet Charlotte
umbai Indians | Mumbai ndiawin Sports
2 > Kaur(31! Edwards!32]
Royal
Cﬁy: Bangalore |2023 | Diageo Smrit sen
allengers an
2 s . Mandhanal33] | Sawyerl34]
Bangalore
) _ Alyssa . 136
UP Warriorz Lucknow 2023 | Capri Global Jon Lewis!3€l

Healyl3%]




2024 Women's Premier League

Dates

Administrator(s)

Cricket format

Tournament
format(s)

Host(s)

Champions

Runners-up
Participants
Matches

Player of the
series

Most runs

Most wickets

23 February — 17 March
2024

Board of Control for
Cricket in India

Twenty20 cricket

Double Round robin and
playoffs

India

Royal Challengers
Bangalore (1st title)

Delhi Capitals
5
22

Deepti Sharma (UP
Warriorz)

Ellyse Perry (Royal
Challengers Bangalore)
(347)

Shreyanka Patil (Royal
Challengers Bangalore)
(13)
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SCHEARS SBITODAY ON REVEALING UNIQUE BOND NUMBERS

Fresh data out: Payments before
2019 polis; DMK, ADMK, JD(S).
NCP among 10 who name donors

BJP tells EC not
bound by law to

says it has told SBI
to share with EC

RITUSARING
NEW DELHILMARCH 17

A DAY before the Supreme Cout

T7.00 (T8 BIHAR & RAIPUR, T12 SRINAGAR) WWW INDIANEXPRESS COM

PM Narendra Modi. TDP president N Chandrababes Naidus and
arty

chief Prwan Kalyan on Sunday. #11

WHAT THE PARTIES RECEIVED (op5)

Party
78.45141cr L

cuMuUL 2024
= ™ —
&P N
Sharatiya NC Trinamool
o ¥1,950.90cy Congress
T1.707.81cr

: Caseto
= reveal gets
= ® stronger

ITRMAY not be chear how

parties
the IDs of their donors
b thve fact that 10 of

MUMBAI KOLKATA, DELHI TOP LIST
Months before 19 polls,
BJP got over I3K crore,
77% of its year’s count

Bem b
yealedtheir naenes

=

BJP’S POLL BOND REDEMPTIONS

numbers so that the
danoccanbemanted
with the parf

via el 1
Masch 2018 and

bords between
Agpril 2019
s this isnx

Althocgh rece-
dented — Jharkhand Mukti

INSIDE
10 AL PARTIES

crore donation from
Limited

contributor through electoral
allocated nearly 400

rotal purchases — exceeding
300 crore - from 2015 10 3024
£ the DMK the reigning parcy in

ENCASHED ¥900-CR
EBs TILL APR 12, 2019
AROUND 2019 POLLS,
CSK WAS AIADMK'S
DONOR NO.1

PAGE 10

T p——" ey p——

8 w8 s 8
Compiled b Styamial vodey

— ~  were announced on March 10

AV that year and counting of votes.

THAT the BIP is the No. 1 recked-
enc of potl s is a rend that

vy RS JXS)

save
in Karnataka Narayana Murtfy-
ied Infosys donated Rs 1 crore to
JD(S) ewo months before the
elections.

N vectived Re 50 1akn
from Sunil Mittal-promoted
Bharti Airtel in 2019. The Bajaj
Group donated Rs 3 crore to the
Aamn Aadmi Party, becom

biggest donor wia electoral
bonds, days before

fargest . of
Bonds of aknost Rs 1000 crore.

ton of the schesme.
Lndecd. the mung BJP re-
deemed over 1.57 croee
between )M.u\chzolsiol\d.:y
2015, accoeding o a fresh set of
data released by the Election

months in the run-up o Lok
s polls.
The Lok Sabha pofls 2019

Future Gaming, Bond Buyer No. 1,
was DMK’s top donor at 3509 cr

DMK'S TOP DONORS (1N 7 CRORE)
Fusure Gamems S0S  stamen Cememts s
and Hotel Servces =

the rul-

1
Comguled ey Shifith P Kunbiczy

o the latest data put out by the

19,2015 il Novemnber 14, 2023
Rs 509 croce froem

ing party in Tamil Nadu. was
ammong the s Wi

ich named
its poll bond donors, according

According to the data. the
party received a total of Rs 656.5
crore via poll bonds from Apeil

Fuinure Gaming. run by Sandiags
Tin,

JD(S) GOT T89.7SCRIN ALL, TSO CR FROM MEGHA ENGINEERING

Over half of JD(S)’s bond donations
from Megha Engg, Bond Buyer No. 2

TIWARY

polls,
sembly polls for
A Pradesh. Reon
Pradesh. well.

and New i (e o).
In November-Decem
ONPAGE 2

AAP names
its donors till
May 2019,
Bajaj Group
top of list

MALLICA JOSHI
NEW/ DELHL MARCH 17

SBETWEEN APRIL 2018 and May
2019, the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP] got RS 5.75 croce theough

s JUDEGA BHARAT
ETEGA INDIA
et

e JE

At the INDILA bloc rally in

PM, Naidu hold show
of strength in Andhra:
‘NDA will cross 400’

SREENIVAS JANYALA
HYDERABAD. MARCH 17

NEARLY Adecade aftes they first
shantd shie stage oo ARl 3n.
2014 Prime Minsster

Tetugu

anasens Party (ISP) chief K
Pawan came
2 public meeting 3 e Pitatat
uripeta, in Palnadu distrsct of
Andhea radesh, on S

NDA raly. “Prapagalam,

turned into a massive show of
strength by the three parties.
which joined forces earties this
Sabha and
Assembly elections in Andhra
meadesh.

Addressing the cr
Findi, ith Aahea BJP Chict

Opp raises poll bonds,
EVMs to target PM
as Rahul yatra ends

and his government,
marked the culmination of

ALOK DESHPANDE
MUMBAL MARCH 17

FROM UPLIFT of backward
classes o increased vigilance in
se of EVMS. leaders of the
Oppos:non TNDIA bloc set ©
Che bu-

lalnng his speech into Telugu.
Modi said: ~The NDA keeps re—
Zsoral aspirations as well 25 na-
tsonal progress in mind. Naidu

o the et Lok Sabha
glections at Mumbai's Shivaii

ark ground Sunday. The show
ol strength. during which the

and Pawan Kalyan
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

aders

—Today Narendra Mods
over corruption.

monopoty
Elecsoral bos

also

has

bt -

ndl is nothing
Tional hafta vasooft. They give

contract and rake percentage.
2

te.
e Ministes Baoat

Mob targets Gujarat Univ’s foreign

students during namaz, 5 injured
Gujarat govt taklng strict action, says MEA; two arrested

who bad o

fers

AHMEDASAD, MARCH 17

FIVE FOREIGN students of
Gujarat University were injured,
inchuding twa Who had o be
hospitalised. when a group o
20-25 people barged into p el

the hostel a.

Wwo of the s were
ey Sunday. police said_
adding that an FIR has been

and were

Whiae cme of

Thrn ks seill in hospaial e cabior

hasbeen

e e o it
ies. =

Sodged
on to idencify the rest.
Accarding to the police, the

Boes and one from Afghanistan.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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al
panses and two individ

Of this. the Bajaj Group ac-
counced 3 crore, credited
on Apeil 10, 2018, becoming the

s st poli bod donar

abead of the Lok Sal ctions
thae year.

The AAP hole Life
ties which d

ich disclosed the names
ef donorsln the Lxnesr dars ==
tease: Election
st (EC) on Sunday.
According to the data. the

AAP got Rs 69.06 crove
clectoral bonds between Apeil
| 2018 and July 2023_The party.
DONORS (1N 7 CRORE) however. the names of
JI(S)'STOP E donars onty for the period til
May 2019
16 chis
period, the second
50 AmacRaj Croups 2 nighest bond donor
__ Shonitxpoes is as G Torrent
22 infosys Techmologics 1 Pharmaceuticals L-nﬂled ana
S Aditya Biria Group s Pune-based  BG
£ Health Care. 03s Coastruction Tex!
2s

Rs 1 crore each through single
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India’s share swells in
phone exports to US

MUKESH JAGOTA
New Delhi, March 17

INDIAHAS QUADRUPLED itssharein smart-
phone exports to the US, while that of
China and Vietnam, the top two exporters
of the devices to the world’s largest economy,
has declined.

India’s smartphone exportsto the US grew
254.3% on year to $3.53 billion in April-
December of this year, taking its market share
to 7.76%, up from 2% in the same period of
last year, an analysis by the ministry of com-
merce and industry showed.

This also made India the third biggest
smartphone exporter to the US.

“After production of iPhones scaled upand
an increase in overall (smartphone) produc-
tion there has been a significant rise in our
exports tothe US,”an official who did not wish
to be named commented.

During this nine-month period, China’s
share in the US market declined to 70.9%
from 77.7% in the year ago period.

Continued on Page 2

CHINA, VIETNAM CEDE GROUND

Smartphone exports to the US
(Apr-Dec, $ mn) B 2022 gg 2023

‘ 38,260 /A

- 9,368 19
Vletnam- 5,475 12

T I998 2
-4

India . 3,539

% share
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S Korea§ 858
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New Satelllte Based ToII Collectlon
A , S&/stem ’



* Recently, the Ministry of Road Transport and Highways of India
announced in Parliament that the government intends to roll out a
new highway toll collection system based on the global navigation
satellite system (GNSS) before the model code of conduct for the
2024 election becomes effective.



e Salient Features:

* The proposed highway tolling system utilises the GNSS, including the
Indian satellite navigation system GAGAN (GPS Aided GEO Augmented
Navigation) for accurate location tracking.

* The GNSS is a term used to refer to any satellite-based navigation
system, including the US’ Global Positioning System (GPS).



* It uses a large constellation of satellites to provide more accurate location and
navigation information to users globally as compared to the GPS alone.

 Implementation involves fitting vehicles with an On-Board Unit (OBU), or
tracking device, which communicates with satellites to determine location.



* GAGAN

* GPS Aided GEO Augmented Navigation (GAGAN) is an initiative by
the Indian Government for Satellite-based Navigation Services in
India.

* |t aims to enhance the accuracy of global navigation satellite system
(GNSS) receivers through reference signals.

e The Airports Authority of India (AAl) and the Indian Space Research
Organization (ISRO) have collaborated to develop the GAGAN as a
regional Satellite Based Augmentation System (SBAS).



* Which one of the following countries has its own Satellite Navigation
System? (2023)

* (a) Australia
(b) Canada
(c) Israel
(d) Japan



* With reference to the Indian Regional Navigation Satellite System (IRNSS), consider the
following statements: (2018)

1.IRNSS has three satellites in geostationary and four satellites in geosynchronous orhits.
2.IRNSS covers entire India and about 5500 sq. Km beyond its horders.

3.India will have its own satellite navigation system with full global coverage by the middle of
2019.

* Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

* (a) 1 only
(b) 1 and 2 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) None



Gl Tag to Cuttack Rupa Tarakasi
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World Monuments Fund



* Recently, Kazhuveli watershed region in Tamil Nadu was
proposed for nomination to World Monuments Fund Watch
for 2025.

* About the World Monuments Fund (WMF):

* [t Is a New York-based non-profit organisation dedicated
to preserving and protecting endangered ancient and historic
sites around the world.

* It works with local partners around the globe to provide financial and
technical support.



* It has raised over $300 million and leveraged more than $400
million from other agencies.

e Since its inception, the WMF has conserved over 700 sites and
advocated for more than 800 treasured places.
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« Nana Jagannath Shankarseth became the 1% Indian to be
nominated to the Legislative Council of Bombay.

* Architect of Mumbai — He made valuable contributions in
terms of both ideas and money to multiple sectors, to lay a
strong foundation for the city.

» Education — He donated land for educational institutions and
also worked for the education of girls and women.




» He founded the Native School of Bombay, which was renamed
15t as the Bombay Native Institution, and then as the Board of
Education which finally evolved into the prestigious Elphinstone
College.

» He suggested to name the 15t medical college of Mumbai after
the Sir Robert Grant, the erstwhile Governor of Bombay who
tried to establish medical institution in the then Bombay

» Grant Medical College in Mumbai is one of the oldest medical
institutions in South Asia.
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