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India-EFTA Trade Deal





• India and the European Free Trade Association (EFTA) recently signed 
the Trade and Economic Partnership Agreement (TEPA). 

• India previously rejected the inclusion of "data exclusivity" clauses in 
the agreement which would have restricted Indian pharmaceutical 
companies from producing generic drugs. 

• Now, India and EFTA agreed to exclude the most "sensitive" 
agricultural products and gold imports from the pact.



What are the Key Highlights of the TEPA?

About: The India-EFTA trade deal was finalised a decade after initial 
negotiations broke down in 2013 due to disagreements.

• Recent geopolitical changes and a shared goal to reduce dependence on China facilitated 
the agreement.

• TEPA comprises 14 chapters with a main focus on market access related to goods, rules of 
origin, trade facilitation, trade remedies, sanitary and phytosanitary measures, technical 
barriers to trade, investment promotion, market access on services, intellectual property 
rights, trade and sustainable development and other legal and horizontal provisions.



• EFTA Commitments: 

• To increase foreign direct investments in India by USD 100 billion over 
15 years. 

• The investments do not cover foreign portfolio investment. Target to 
generate 1 million direct jobs in India through these investments.

• Commitments related to Intellectual Property Rights in TEPA are at 
the Trade-Related Aspects of the Intellectual Property Rights level.



• Tariff Offers: EFTA offers 92.2% of tariff lines covering 99.6% of India's 
exports.

• India offers 82.7% of tariff lines covering 95.3% of EFTA exports.

• India excludes sectors like dairy, soya, coal, and sensitive agricultural products 
from tariff concessions.

• Mutual Recognition: TEPA has provisions for Mutual Recognition 
Agreements in Professional Services like nursing, chartered accountants, 
architects etc.

•



• India and EFTA:

• India is the EFTA's 5th-largest trading partner after the European Union, 
the United States, Britain and China.

• Two-way trade between India and EFTA was USD 18.65 billion in 2022-23, with a 
trade deficit of USD 14.8 billion for India.

• Switzerland is India's largest trading partner in this bloc of nations, followed by Norway.

• The biggest exports to India were pharmaceutical items (11.4%) and machinery 
(17.5%), while organic chemicals (27.5%) made up the majority of EFTA imports.



• TEPA is the 4th major deal signed by India to promote trade and economic 
cooperation in the last 3 years. The others are with Australia, Mauritius 
and the UAE.







• Broad-based Trade and Investment Agreement (BTIA)’ is sometimes seen in 
the news in the context of negotiations held between India and (2017)

• (a) European Union
(b) Gulf Cooperation Council
(c) Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development
(d) Shanghai Cooperation Organization



The term ‘Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership’ 
often appears in the news in the context of the affairs of a 
group of countries known as (2016)

(a) G20
(b) ASEAN
(c) SCO
(d) SAARC



ETHANOL 100



The Ministry of Petroleum & Natural Gas launched 'ETHANOL 
100' at select 183 retail outlets in Maharashtra, Karnataka, 
Uttar Pradesh, New Delhi, and Tamil Nadu. 

ETHANOL 100 is a revolutionary automotive fuel that consists 
of 100% ethanol. It is a biofuel produced from renewable 
sources such as corn, sugarcane, or other plant materials.



• ETHANOL 100 is aimed at reducing dependence on fossil fuels, 
promoting sustainability, and contributing to a cleaner environment 
by lowering greenhouse gas emissions compared to traditional 
gasoline.

• The initiative aligns with the vision to achieve 20% ethanol blending 
(E20) by 2025-26, reducing import dependency and boosting the 
agriculture sector. 

• The move towards ETHANOL 100 reflects a shift towards sustainable 
technologies and decarbonization.



ETHANOL 100 is versatile and can be used in various 
vehicles, including flex-fuel vehicles (FFVs) that can 
run on gasoline, ethanol, or any blend of the two. 

This demonstrates its practicality and potential to 
become a mainstream fuel option with the 
appropriate infrastructure.



Foundational Literacy and 
Numeracy Assessment Test



• Recently, the Department of School Education and Literacy (DoSEL), 
Ministry of Education, conducted a Foundational Literacy and 
Numeracy Assessment Test (FLNAT) as part of the ULLAS 
(Understanding Lifelong Learning for All in Society) - Nav Bharat 
Saaksharta Karyakram across 23 states, with an estimated 37 lakh 
learners participating.



• The FLNAT assesses Reading, Writing, and Numeracy skills, to evaluate 
foundational literacy and numeracy skills.

• The test will be conducted in all districts of participating States/UTs at District 
Institutes of Education and Training (DIETs) and Government/aided schools.



• FLNAT aims to certify non-literate learners and promote 
multilingualism by conducting the test in regional languages, aligning 
with National Education Policy (NEP) 2020. 

• Learners who qualify will receive a certificate from the National 
Institute of Open Schooling (NIOS) recognising their achievement in 
foundational literacy and numeracy skills.



• New India Literacy Program, popularly known as ULLAS is a centrally 
sponsored scheme for the period 2022-2027 to cover all aspects of 
Education For All, previously known as Adult Education.

• The scheme empowers adults aged 15 and above with basic literacy, 
numeracy, and critical life skills, fostering lifelong learning.

• Implemented through volunteerism, it promotes social responsibility 
and access to regional language content on the DIKSHA Portal and 
ULLAS mobile app.



Para Archer Sheetal Devi 
Named ECI National PwD Icon



• Recently, the Election Commission of India has announced Para 
Archer and Arjuna Awardee, Sheetal Devi (winner of 2 gold and 1 
silver medal in the Asian Para Games 2022) as its National Person 
with Disabilities (PwD) Icon. 

• Her name was announced at an Exhibition Cricket Match between the 
Indian Deaf Cricket Association Team and District Cricket Association 
team, held in Delhi.



National Action Plan for Prevention 
and Control of Snakebite 

Envenoming (NAP-SE)



• The Union Health Ministry launched a National Action Plan for 
Prevention and Control of Snakebite Envenoming (NAP-SE) in 
India.

• Snakebite Envenoming

• The snakebite envenoming (poisoning from snake bites) was 
classified by the World Health Organisation (WHO) as a high-
priority neglected tropical disease.

• An estimated 1.8 – 2.7 million people worldwide are 
envenomed annually.



• Snake bites in India

• In India, around 90% of snake bites are caused by the ‘big 
four’ among the crawlers – common krait, Indian cobra, Russell’s 
viper and saw scaled viper.

• In India, around 50,000 deaths occur of an estimated 3-4 
million snake bites annually which accounts for half of all snakebite 
deaths globally.

• India accounts for almost 50% of global snakebite deaths.

•



• About NAPSE

• Vision: “To prevent and control snakebite envenoming in order 
to halve the numbers of deaths and cases of disability that it 
causes by 2030”

• It aims at systematic reduction of snakebite envenoming risk 
through sustained availability of anti-snake venom, capacity 
building, referral mechanism and public education.

• NAPSE provides a broad framework for states to develop their 
own action plan for management, prevention and control of 
snakebites through the ‘One Health’ approach.



Gender Inequality Index 2022



• The Gender Inequality Index 2022 has been released by UNDP 
in their Human Development Report 2023/2024.

• About the index

• GII is a composite metric of gender inequality using three 
dimensions:

• reproductive health, empowerment and the labour market.

• A low GII value indicates low inequality between women and 
men, and vice-versa.

•





Denmark topped the index followed by Norway,Switzerland and 
Sweden.

India has registered a significant jump of 14 ranks in Gender Inequality 
Index 2022.

• It ranked 108 out of 193 countries with a score of 0.437 in GII 2022.

• In 2022, India saw improvements across all HDI indicators — life expectancy, 
education, and gross national income (GNI) per capita and life expectancy rose from 
67.2 to 67.7 years, expected years of schooling reached 12.6, mean years of schooling 
increased to 6.57 and GNI per capita saw an increase from USD 6,542 to USD 6,951.



HbA1C Test



• To diagnose pre-diabetes and diabetes (both type 1 and type 
2), the hemoglobin A1C (HbA1C) test, also known as the 
glycated hemoglobin or glycosylated hemoglobin test is used.

• Background

• India accounts for 17% of all diabetes patients in the world.

• Over 35% of Indians suffer from hypertension and nearly 40% 
from abdominal obesity, both of which are risk factors for 
diabetes.

•



• How does the test work?

• Sugar or glucose enters the bloodstream from the food it 
attaches to the hemoglobin in the red blood cells.

• Hemoglobin is a protein that transports oxygen to all the cells of your 
body.

• Everybody has some sugar attached to their hemoglobin. Those 
with pre-diabetes and diabetes, however, have more.

• The HbA1C test measures the percentage of the red blood 
cells that have sugar-coated, or glycated, hemoglobin.



• Test Results

• The HbA1C levels are provided as either a percentage or 
in mmol/mol (which stands for millimoles per mole).

• An Hb1A1C below 5.7% is considered normal; between 5.7 
and 6.4% may indicate you are pre-diabetic; and 6.5% or higher 
can indicate diabetes.





Model Code of Conduct (MCC)



• Model Code of Conduct comes into force for 2024 Lok Sabha 
elections.

• Guidelines – The MCC of the Election Commission of India (ECI) is a 
set of guidelines issued to regulate political parties and candidates 
prior to elections. 

• Rules – The rules range from issues related to speeches, polling day, 
polling booths, portfolios, the content of election manifestos, 
processions, and general conduct, so that free and fair elections are 
conducted.



• Comes into Force – The MCC comes into force from the date the 
election schedule is announced until the date that results are out.

• Provisions – The MCC contains eight provisions dealing with general 
conduct, meetings, processions, polling day, polling booths, 
observers, the party in power, and election manifestos.

• Restrictions – Parties in both centre and state, should ensure that it 
does not use its official position for campaigning.



• No policy, project or scheme can be announced that can influence the 
voting behaviour.

• No advertising at the cost of the public exchequer or using official mass 
media for publicity on achievements to improve chances of victory in the 
elections.

• Ministers must not combine official visits with election work or use official 
machinery for the same.

• Ruling party cannot use government transport or machinery for 
campaigning.

• Ruling government cannot make any ad-hoc appointments in government, 
public sector undertakings etc., which may influence the voters.



• Political parties can be criticised based only on their work 
record and no caste and communal sentiments can be used to 
lure voters.

• Mosques, Churches, Temples or any other places of worship 
should not be used for election campaigns.

• Bribing, intimidating or impersonation of voters is also barred.



• Election Silence – Holding public meetings during the 48-hour period 
before the hour fixed for the closing of the poll is also prohibited.

• The 48-hour period is known as election silence.

• Binding Nature – It has no statutory backing, meaning anybody 
breaching the MCC cannot be proceeded against under any clause of 
the Code. Everything is voluntary.



The ECI can issue a notice to a politician or a party for 
an alleged breach of the MCC either on its own or 
based on a complaint by another party or individual. 

Once a notice is issued, the person or party must 
reply in writing, either accepting fault and tendering 
an unconditional apology or rebutting the allegation.



Bhutan’s Gelephu project



This initiative, led by Bhutan’s Prime Minister, seeks support from 
India for financing and expertise.

Bhutan’s Gelephu project, a regional economic hub, aims to build 
a “Gelephu Mindfulness City” as a special administrative zone, 

focusing on non-polluting industries like IT and education.



• The Gelephu Project is significant for Bhutan as it aims to 
promote tourism by upgrading the Gelephu airport, boosting 
employment, and addressing geopolitical concerns with China.

• For India, it strengthens ties with Bhutan, aligns with regional 
infrastructure plans, and facilitates demand for power supply 
through initiatives like the South Asian power grid.









Thank you 
guys.


