Daily Current Affairs

P oo [
1d’: Trun

—— |atl0n5hhp -

o deferce. | MOGIGRAISE. Cuih PM & Demarcus
e b

AMU cops

iﬁ@wﬁa

as pmlo.slors run ric - “A:a‘m“"’nl"’u:'ﬂi. R Lo chver s

e e
\\\Thelndlan EXPRESS

U q\».-\ M oF o

. w1 3T o P

-*-A He Dhink s BE i€3.2 new
Aupter o tiex Mo

12 e |GOO Mommg Indlamenca

Pf\l Sousing rekc ame i Ademe ahad
dteesfalis n NewDehitoday
i ¢~ R et

Policeman afnong S killed | Donald Trump calls Mc
in l)dhl viol¢nce over CAA | friend: ld\'l‘lh(‘\ p]d]sc

ST trail. NIA
Ructs scarches in T

THE

SThelndianEXPRESS FINANCIAL
EXPRESS




»

/" PIB, PR4 &

The Hindu \é ‘
U i ‘ Other
newspaper

¥

S &
The Indlan i ‘ Jansatta
Express

0
Financial
Express



Class24 App download




CURRENT BUMPLEI'IEE
AFFAIRS m(/as.

By Bhunesh Sir By Bhunesh Sir

YUPDATED CURRENT AFFAIRS & STATIC GK

@ COMPLETE 2 YEARS (2023 + 2024) /ALy & HISTORY

‘ w & POLITY o
CURRENT AFFAIRS & GEOGRAPHY - e

@ COMPLETE NOTES (PDF) Py & ECONOMICS Ry LT

©360'DEGREE EXAMS COVERED ” ¥ SCIENCE ~ﬁ . Ak
PRICE\ | PRICE

19997 999 | Class2 a | 19993999

/

| Use Code- B50 ‘( | | Use Code- B50




®

;f;’i, Courége is knowing what

not to fear.

. Plato




TUBSEAY
Sanch 15, 2reea
ANTERNATION AL
EDITInN

1= Pages

FOLLOW 1S
bt it iy
verutaisapp
e ety e

bt fbrvemeath et

Vol 2 - Mo, 57

TO CONTEST LOK SABHA FOLL
Tamilisai quits L-G
and Governor posts

STATES » PAGE 3

Eight killed as building

collapses in Kolkata

MEWS » PAGE &

SUPER KING READY
Dhoni is as match-fit
as ever, sayvs Hussey
SPORT » PAGE 16

DMK, Cong. scal

seat sharing deal
in TN for LS poll

cHEMMAL
The Congress will contest in
the Tiruvalliss [SCl, Weishnagin,
Racuthurs:, Coddalone,
Marur, Sivaganga,
Mirudhunagar, Tiranehveli,

e of the INDSA Bloe led by
the DMK 0 PRGE 2

‘Shakii” remark:
PM. Rahul engage
in war of words

SR VARG A VE W LI
Congress leader Aahul Gandhi

i of Sstarting i
“shakt™ rermarks and dar
that it was not made in 2
religous contest. He was
responding ta the M= saeech
wehere he scoused the S
Bilo of trying t= destroy
~Hindus Shakti® 5 PAGE 4

NEW L
Irdian States have been
gradually registering a
withdrewal of spring. = period
of relathoely benign weather
betwesn the winter of Januany
and the seerching summer af
A, 8 SO0-pear analysis of
metecrological records

=u - PAGE

Afghan forces hit
back at Pak. after
afr strikes kill 8

EABUL
Esght covilians wene kified an
Morday in “reckiess® air strikes
bry Pakizsan's military in the

forces to retaliate agains
Pakistani miitary outpests
wwith “hemvy wespans”, Taliban
efficials =sid_ o PRGE 17

Disclose complete details of poll bonds, SC tells SBI

Top court asks the bank to be ‘candid and fair”
and not selective while making the disclosure

EW DELHI

he Supreme Court

Coireal bonde daa, e
cluding their unique hid
den alphanumeric and se

ial numbers, o

the

Election Commission (EC)

for publication.
“The stane Ba.n.'L or

lndla

as expecte
mcetoable decsl with T
resarding he  electoral

. Your amitude seems:
bigios “you tell us ro give the:
details, then we will give’.
SBI should not be selecrive.
SB1 has to be candid and

fair to the

court,” Chief Jus-

tice of India DY, Chandra

chud, heading a fve-judge

Bench, addressed the SHL

represented by senbor a
sh Salve.

wocate Hari:

The court sald the infor-

mation on electoral bonds
forwarded the EC

rerms of receipt of conn
butions= to polit lpa:n:las
under the electoral bonds
scheme.
The Bench directed SB1
esh

from
The EC has o upload
the information -~forth

electoral
bonds scheme of anony-
mous political ad

effect from April 12, 2019,

Directs it to share all data on purchase of bonds,
uding serial

mnumbers to EC for publication SBI

roral bnndsbm.gmanden'-
cashed

NGO had clalmed

that 159 bonds

4000 crove were pu:
e rec

political parties during this  court, through

period

The Bench clarified that

amount
oI ation: of the Febr.

ary 1S verdicr.
1, zons,
ken & conscious
eep cutoff d
-\p.u 12, 2019, as that
the date on

“Consclous decision”

The Bench said it had ta-

declsion 10
ate

was
which the

No urgent
hearing. SC wells
industry bodies
EW DELE

The top Cout refused to fesr
an Manday an intemvention by
dlustny assocations against
ardes cruestioning the S8l's
nan-disciasure af the numbens
an electaral bonds. » PAGE 5

Bench headed by Chief Justice of Ind_\a
Chairman

directs
to submit an by March 21

et Tib < SIS SBTALTEG
2019, show data

cHENMAL
Hew documents an eleciaral draes od.
Bands publshed by the EC on e number strip was
Moediy thows that the Janats checked under ultraviolet
Dal (Secular) recenned T48. TS light.

crare between March 8, 2018
2 il 5, 2029, B PAGE 5

bond was a forged ane or
o7 Chief Justsce Chan-
drachusd queried. Mr Salve

O March
Court isued hotice to the
SB1 on why the latter h;
not shared the alphanu-
numbers elec-
toral bonds with the ECI
for publication.

= court sakd
details, including the date
of purchase of electoral
bonds, the amount, names

of purchasers, polisical
parties which redeemed
the bonds, etc.. were only

illustrative in_nature and  swiechhonting-  which
not exhaustive. The cou had followed the judmment
had imrendes the hank to e publication of the

not keep any details back

from the EC.
During the hearing, Mr.
id the SBI had no

1o disclose every othes de-  disclosure. We are g

lxll the poll bonds. wverned by the rule of law,

Chief Justice Chandra-  Chief justice Chandrachud
sabd.

“Is it only a security fea-

s Trusm pet trees, or Smsame Sov),

full Blnom cn the Eastern Express Highmay in Mumiasi o Mondy. S s seoim

After securing another term, Putin says Russia is

aiming at establishing a buffer zone in Ukraine

Asseciated Press

ian President Viadimir
Futin said afer exonding
= Tule on Monday, in an
election thar stifled Oppo-
sition, that Moscow

o
war. The fromline stretch-
s over 1000 km across
Ukraine.
Advances have been
oM
[

raine has

slow and costy. and Uk-
increasingly used

its long-range firepower fo-
hit ofl reﬁneqbes and de-
inside Russia

pots des
“ be forced ar
podnt, when we con
sider i nec o create

sakd. ©

Ahead of LS poll, Election
Commission transfers six
Home Secretaries, one DGP

WEW DELHI

‘within 48 hours of an-
elect

har, and fharkhand as well
as the
Police of West Bengal, Ra-

summar.
The transfers, according
to the commiss

bir Singh Sandhu here,
o sadd.
‘On March 16, the elec-

Door shut on talks
Howewver,

Russian President Wadimer Putin, whe was declared winnes of the Mr.  Pusin  shon

presidertial election, atends

Monday marks the 10th

2 rally in Moscow on Monday. REUTERS

Mr. Putin also warned

world “a step away™ from
1

MORE REPORTS

war, he o PAGES 12813

on

prospects for peace talks

wish Kylv. Mr. Putin reaf-
th ia

that will allow UkTaine o
rearm.

Ulcrainian Presi-

will fune 1. The counting of
votes would be held on
June 4.

“Lewvel playing field’

Wwhile announcing  the
schedule, the CEC had said
that the commission would
ensure a level playing field
for all political parties. On
March 11, the CEC had di-
rected more than 2,100
election  observers,

[ e
dered the remaval of the
Secretaries of General Ad-
mEnistrative Departments

The trarsfers, according te the commissicn, are part of it ofors ta
rir e IAiarity o e Slectoral peocmes,

of Mizoram and Himachal — having previously served
Pradesh.

missioners of the BRME.

Swift appoinment
In West Bengal, the Stare
administration moved
gwifidy 1 appoint Vivek sa-
hay as DGE in
place of nrmr. sy Kumar,
who had been e

Mr. Rajeev Kumar shall be  riat, the poll body had ex-
dissarisfaction

with the Chief Secretary as
the State failed to comply
with directives remarding

Director-General and Com-  the transfer of certain
5 wiho

a

from the post  Chief Secretary 1o ir:
e Mr. Chahal and m:her offi-

by the commission, has clals in  the ate by
roversial tenure,  evening.
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TN. moves SC
against Ravi
for stalling
Ponmudy’s
re-inducdon

NEW DELHL

Tamil Madu on b

assets

Chief ustice of indla Doy
Chandrachud agreed to List
the case following an ur
Egent oral made

Tamilisai resigns as Governor and
L-G, to contest Lok Sabha electon

the

inn of fielding her from Chennai Sowth constituency: the senior beader’s

mmmmax:uvepulm.lndhkelvc:ln:h:hnuxemrhepoﬂ is seen as the party's attempt o field a known face in Tamil Nadua

had stayed at the Raj Bha-
wan in abacd.
Speaking to The findu,

“I restgned from

o
turn to active politics and

@ i
contest from
Pudicherry. Dwill
oontest from one of the
constituencies in T.N.
whisch willl be decided by
the BIFs high commancd

TAMELES AL SO RARATAN
[ yre——

will contest in the Lol Salb-
poll”

contesting from Puducher-
r <1 will nos contest
Puducherry. | will contest
from one of the constituen-

«ches in Tamil Nadu, which

‘will be decided by the BIP's

high command,” she ad-
The s e

She was alse given addi-
tional charge as the Lieure-
nant-Gowernor of _Pudu-

cherry in Felinuary 2021
- Soundararajan has

president of the Tamil Ma-
du unit of the BIP for over
five years. She unsuccess
fully confeszed the 2019

e n attempt
by the BIF to feld a known
face in the State.

by the State_ The State ar

nister on moral grounds or
any other grounds. That
sole pre: is with the
Chief Minister~
sabd.

It pressed that Mr. Ravi

the State

Kavitha moves SC against her
arrest in excise policy case

ToEwW DEL

Bharar Rashtra  Samithi

MLC K. Kawitha has moved

the Supreme Gourt against

her arrest and remand by
cement

postulates of Section 19 of
aney

K Kaithe
Laundering Act, 2002
Ms. Kawvitha was re
mianded in ED custody on
Saturday till March 23 She

~patently routine and me
chanical manner

earlier petition that
ghe-ﬁ]edln this

MLC conspired with
AAP leaders, sayvs ED

NEw DELa

The ED on M

had conspired with semior
AAP leaders, inchsding Drel-
hi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal andd

Ty Chief Minister Manish Si-
S0 ED sabd: “In ex-

AADP. By the acts of corrup-

formulation of Delbi Excise

further generate profits’
proceeds of crime from
this entire conspizacy ™.

Prme

Monday, ahead af the general stecton . M. FERIAGAAY

After roadshow, PM

Pays homage to blast
victims in Coimbatore

COIMBATORE

After raking out a road-

BIP cadre and supporters,

cades for almost three

resid
Sone earliir in the day.
“saffron wawe®
m Road
o RS, Puram as Mr. Modi,
flanked by Mr. Annarmakai
and Union Minister L. Mu-

[
from Mettug

stretch. cxowd
chanted -Meeud\a.m Aot
v onedd”

The rosdshow also wit-
oeemnd tiae dlrnle of sever.
al traditsonal arc foroms of
the State such as Kupumiar-
ram and Kollzrram.

Bt A Harmds fightter jet of the Indisn Al Force (AF) flies 28 2 ve
e Hatianal Highreay- 16

emergency |anding runway:

b altitu e, with landing gears aut, durng the testing of the:
=t Bapatla in Andies Pracesh on Moanday. T UL s,

Do not seal premises for violating
Kannada nameboard law, says HC

The Hindyu Burean
BENGALURL

The Karnataka High Court
on Monday directed the
State government not to
suspend the trade licence

per half of nameboard, if
e date for implementing
nded section 176}

establishments

The Karnataka HC noted that
the At has provisson for eoby
Fmpesing = penalty.

complying  with
amended law,

the

justice M. Magaprasanna

d the interim order
on a joint petition by wa-
rhous

con
Though the court re-
fused to stay the oper

cies to suspend the trade H-
cence or seal the business
Laticm.

advocate

pointed our that the circu-

lar issued by the Bruhat
aal

Bengaluru hanagara Pa-
like {BEMF) empowers the
officials to suspend the

trade licence and seal the
con-

lation_

= e amended Act
stages that it shall come in-
T fore

But the government is
et to Issue oficial gazette
notification as per Section

Karuvannur
scaimm: HC pulls
up ED for
delay in probe

The Kerala High
ay vokterated a dis

Court

affidavit, the ED
I\ad EarIIEr submitted that
e protee was at a cructal
stage
cn
W

Bengaluru facing shortage of 500 MLD
of water, says Karnataka Chief Minister

The Hindu Bureaw
BENGALURL

Karnataka Chief Minkster

rame of
per day (MLD) of water and
the State government has

“The city needs 2,600
MLD of warer, of which
1,450 MLD &5 coming from
the Cauvery and 650 MLIY
Eroundwater

The Chief Minister was
speaking after ring a
review meeting oo the

wates crisis in the

the water crisis plaguing
the city.

Apart from elaborating
on several measures taken
to mitigate and navigate

A man camying packaged drinking water an
Hanu manthanagas, in Bengalns o Monday. K. Gl ks

through the crisis, Mr. Sid-
2, ol

M. stddaramadah said
that there was enough wa-

rer in the Cauvery basin to

e nsoon will begin.
~There is [1.OZ tmcft of wa-
rer in KRS reses T

nd reservodr” he sakd.

Crisis in outer zomes
The crisis is in the outer

Muld-purpose app SAKHI
to assist Gaganyaan crew

Tilei Rajwi
TEIRUVANANTHAFURAR

The WVikram Sarabhal
Space Centre (VSSC), the
search Or-

wal techndcal
or  communicating with
one er.

The Space-borme Assis-
tant_and Knowledge Hulb
for Crew Interaction (SAK
HI will, among  ather

about their dietary sche-

SAMHI was developed by the
Vikram Sarabhai Space Centne.
SPECIAL ARFARGENENT

dules. The space Facility
has successfully tested an
engineering model of the

mml:ullt }lanﬂ—held
smart
SARIL The development

of = fMghe model s in
progs

The wse describes the
applicarion as an indispen-
sable assistant to the crew.

“During the mission, for in-

shon in 2025, The Ld.end[LEs
deesag-

P
Narendra Modi on Febra-
ary 27




Multi-purpose app SAKHI
to assist Gaganyaan crew

Tiki Rajwi
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM
The Vikram Sarabhai

Space Centre (VSSC), the
Indian Space Research Or-
ganisation (ISRO) facility at
Thumba in Thiruvanan-
thapuram, has developed a
multi-purpose app that will
help astronauts on the Ga-
ganyaan space flight mis-
sion carry out a range of
tasks such as looking up vi-
tal technical information
or communicating with
one another.

The Space-borne Assis-
tant and Knowledge Hub
for Crew Interaction (SAK-
HI) will, among other
things, monitor the health
of the astronauts, help
them stay connected with
Earth and even alert them
about their dietary sche-

SAKHI was developed by the
Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre.
SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

dules. The space facility
has successfully tested an
engineering model of the
custom-built, hand-held
smart device featuring
SAKHI. The development
of a flight model is in
progress.

The VSSC describes the
application as an indispen-
sable assistant to the crew.

“During the mission, for in-
stance, the astronauts may
need to look up technical
documents and training
manuals at short notice. Gi-
ven the limited space in the
crew module, taking along
thick tomes will be out of
the question. SAKHI will
ensure that they have all
the required data at their
fingertips,” VSSC director
S. Unnikrishnan Nair told
The Hindu.

Strapped to space suits,
the platform can be quick-
ly accessed at all times.

The ISRO is hoping to
launch the Gaganyaan mis-
sion in 2025. The identities
of the four astronaut-desig-
nates, all IAF test pilots,
were revealed at an event
attended by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Febru-

ary 27.
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LALAIN TAAIN VLTIV

INDIA’S FIRST MANNED FLIGHTTO SPACE

—

The project was first . It would be one of the
approved by _g— cheapest manned
: : ' spaceflights in the world,

with the estimated cost of

It will send the three ‘ | o not more than
member crew to space for |

at least —

= : India plans to call its
ISRO hopes to deploy its : Fo astronauts

biggest rocket, i i since in Sanskrit
for this project. (1 means

The space agency hopes 2 2 "
P SENCYHoR India will become ® |

to launch the first e

BT iy fourth country after (9

mission within 2 :
) Russia, US and China to

40 months from the date -

send humans to space. - e

of approval.
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Poll bonds
show use of
MONeY Power
in politics: BSP

JID(S) got poll bonds from
Infosys. Biocon, JSW Steel

received T4875 cnore before

Documents show
st choror,

Embassy Group, emnerged

pointed out how the reve.
rhores

over the past week
on detafls about electoral
bonds had demonstrated
lll.e e of “Money Power

o try and keep the public,
G pabiie mteseat ot of
the nasion’s

s pol
sald the BSP had

3 power
big capitalists and the rich
wo avold this kind of guid
o gua~, adding thar this
S iy the e ermaets
she formed I Utiar Pra-
desh were able to take in-
it es im interest of
the public and for public
and

the Janata Dal Secular) in
Karn. before April 12,
2019 through the electoral

docu-

TAETS crore mo the party
fram March 8, 2018 to ARl
s, 2019,

indtially, these decails
were submidrred to the
Preeme Coet i seated o
welopes. The fop court in-
structed the commission
w0 make this informaton
aﬂ.aLIahlemdva public.

The JDS) receied

who donated 1o
through  electoral
bonds. in 2018, the party
secured €1 crore from I

those
chem

Global Ente
£50 Lakh from Blocon. the

= o
poverty and backward-
mess. “Other parties are

not accepted any do-
mations through electoral

s -

closed Atiails aet weel of
electoral bonds issued af-
ter April 12, 3019, After this
date, the JIMS) recened 43

The JINS) is one of the
few regional partses thag
have revealed the names of

il
¥ Fonmedod I:q) Kiran
Biaumedar-

Motably, according to
media r , the Ermins-
sy Group — the b

nor meth&J—mm
of a consorgum  thas
emerged as the sole bidder
of Bengahuru's controver-
sial pod taxi project in Ja-

%43 crome through poll bonds afier Apsil 2014,
heoneeswer detasls of the cantrbutars are not

awailable. FLE PROTO

nuary J0LE. I also signed
an Mol with the Karmatabka
government in March 2015
“for the all-r

company’s
In 2019, a conributon

af 210 crore a

Hyderabad-basecd B

2019 and T43 crore thereafter: its
as the sale bidder of Bengaluru's pod taxi project in 2005

En 2048, the v
secuned Tl orore

Lakh and Raj

NCP encashed bonds worth
I37.75 crore till May 9, 2019

The Hindu Burean
CEED™NAL

The Election Commission
made

Mationalist Congress Party
ANCER Gl May 9, 2009, The
party  encashed T37.95
crore berween lanuary L&

ton was pr d to the

Court in sealed

ervelapes. Details of elec-
ncashed

May o,

2019, were disclosed by the

authority  Last

had encashed Parties are required to
7S crore afier May 9. encash elecoral
2019, for which e donor within 15 days of
information is sllLl ot dissuamnce.

The MCP is among the
few parties thar have dis-
closed

their

=
execute a bease-cum-sale
agreement with |5W steel
Lid_, pertai nlllg PR

encashed by the NCP wia

the electoral bond route,

from s initlal recelpt on donor

January 18, 2019, to the  available, the party had se-
ast

by walue). The party also

ourrent rate ar the tme.

ton was made berween — crore from aml Chordia

the

had donated £3.75

ty's original  name
s to a faction led hy
At Pawar.

The P that re-

SC refuses urgent hearing
on industry bodies’ plea

PeEwW DELa

The Supreme Cours Te-
fused to urgently hear on
Bomday an intervention by
industry associations
against' a March 15 order

Chandrachod  asked M
-

Justice BoR. Gawal

ry asso
had “no problem™

fve judge  Bemch

Inddia Y. Ch {oTRTL )
ashoed s advoc REIES
Eul Rohatgl, appearing for

= , F10CH and c11,

scheme case on February
15, “The whole workd knew

the matter was being heard
by ws. You Ble an applica-
eion - ef Justice

& the donors
or the recipients under the
scheme. "My problem is
with the March 15 order.”
he submitted.

The Chief Justice said

dausiry associaons before
[Ty nsisted that
the application was fled in
the morning.

~There is no application
on hoend_ The application

cate wiho wanis o do the
same_.. Mow, what is sauce
for the

= Is sauce for

Top court’s order on electoral bonds disclosure
does not cover full details from March 2018

NEWS ANALYSIS

MEW DELE

The Supreme Court on

Of Commerce & ndustry
(FICCI) confirmed thao it
had, ASSO-

was a key element of In-

dian and global investors.

not
reg|s(¢red.._ e Al deal

it in due course.
Thare T ao aral montion:

T ctering 5 comuchre
environment for e
development, where the

0 das-
closure of electoral bonds

The fiwe-judpe Constie

. plainiy urnconstitution-
P 13 judgm,am on Fe-

will I show g0 a junbos advo-

The court sasd the plea

n Berch during 8 hearing on the elecenral
Bonds Came SCREEMSHOT Ws SUPREME COURT 0F INOM NOUTLBE

12, 2019, Ak

by from. April

Subsequent order
& same

was ot malnlalnable ekl weas supplied to this
even as the NGO o court suance
that Informarion of mearly  merim orders (Apel 12,
10,000 bonds worth over 2019, November .
24000 crore, bought since 20231  on s oficlal
March 2018, was not pa- website
blicly -

Chisfjustice of India vy, 2049 order
Chandrachud explained o The April 12, 2019, order of

the NGO that the February
s p.dgmzm It expliclly

the top court had required

political parties which had
s et £,

through electoral bands to

soiaght
Elecmmu:onds detalls on-

submit  to the Election
Commission of India {EC
the “detailed partculars”

ED attaches assets
of businessman in
chopper deal case

abl
perties wcrﬂ- TI6.57 crore

cetved the kickbacks i the
defence deal from Agusta
Spa, ltaly. The ED had also

d a prosecution com-

2 against accused Mr.
Gupta. Presently, extracdi-
rion brist

shravan Gupia. wiho is an
accused the 3.700-
crore Eista Wisdand
WWIF chopper deal bribery
case.
The artached assets are
in the form of land o farm-
e(s) located in a posh
Iocality of Drelhi.
— Mmlday, the Central
that M.
T, Wi ia a forner .
naging director of Emmar
BMGE, had receiwed ~pro-
ceeds of crime” in th
marmed 0
nc,

November 20019 said the
aFency.
According te the ED,

were rec

eb of
The integrity pact in the
render documents for the

B Formatiens Personnel from Indian and U.5. navies dusing the bri-send os enencise. P8

India-U.S. tri-service exercise
Tiger Triumph commences

MEW DELH

Tiger Triumph, the
uman

weloping interoperabili-
conduc HADE

and refining

wabning visits, subjecs mas-

HADR ope;
dance with Ln.euum e
e

T

In call to Rajnath, U.S.
official lauds Navy's
anti-piracy operation

MEW DELEL

The LLS. Secretary of De-

ean
This was corn -

I 3 belephone comversa.  Fanats Singh and U, Sefernce

tion with Union Defence  offial Lcyd

Minister Rajnath Singh on

Bonday: discussed,” the Ministry

ment said. Both kinis-
scussed a range

comments state:
sgaLns(ﬂ-e Dackalrop ofthe  ters
O-hour anti-piracy

npemur_m 1E00 MM From
India that led to the surren-

disc
toimplement
u.s. defence cooperation
road map which was con-
chusded last year. Other de-
fence Industrial coopera-
ton issses such as repair of  November
U5, nawal ships in Indian  India-U.S. sinisterial 2ez
shipyards were also briefly  Dialogue

=i Tins been in
Jail Since Betbor 2025 i
connecton with a case
pertaining to the now
scrapped Delhi  excise
palicy.

while travelling o Par-
liament, Mr. will not
be allowed to use a mobile
phone. He is neither per-
mitted to speak to anyone
nor to address the press or

his family or lawyer.

apec Jsdige WK, MNag-
pal. on March 16, directed
Fie jail Sumpestater
ensure sﬂeq

prniilesd
arrangeme for  war
Sinants Vst 1o Pariarment.
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In formation: Personnel from Indian and U.S. navies during the tri-service exercise. PIB

India-U.S. tri-service exercise
Tiger Triumph commences

The Hindu Bureau

NEW DELHI

Tiger Triumph, the tri-ser-
vice Humanitarian Assis-
tance and Disaster Relief
(HADR) exercise between
India and the U.S. com-
menced on the Eastern
seaboard on Monday and
will continue till March 31.
“The exercise is aimed at

developing interoperabili-
ty for conducting HADR
operations and refining
Standard Operating Proce-
dures (SOPs) to enable ra-
pid and smooth coordina-
tion between forces of
both countries,” the Navy
said. The harbour phase is
scheduled for March 18 to
25. Personnel from both
navies would participate in

training visits, subject mat-
ter expert exchanges,
sports events and social in-
teractions, the Navy said.
On completion of the
Harbour Phase, the ships
would sail for the sea
phase and undertake mari-
time, amphibious and
HADR operations in accor-
dance with injected situa-
tions, it added.
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4 coaches of superfast train

derail in Ajmer: no casualties

Four general coaches and the engine of the

Sabarmati-Agra
aadar railway station in

superfass train derailed near
Rajasthan's Ajmer
no

district early on Monday. There were
casualties and no one suffered gerluusjn]u_rles in
the incident. Rescue teams from the

Goner

Protecrion Force and

nmen:

Hal
rushed ro the spor. The incident occnred

at 1 aum., when the

ngers heard a loud noise

and felr a jerk. Rail traffic on the track was
disruptsc, leading £o the cancsllation of six trains

amnd rerouth

A Few passe

of & ngers,
sustained minor injusies, were given first aid on

_ North-Western Railway sources
was started promptly.

vestorarion e

said the

Ukraine’s Foreign Minister

likely to visit India this month

Ukraine Foreign Minister Dymitro Kuleba is

expected to visit India later
diplomatic source has

this manth
=N

L a
This comes just

daya after Natlanal Security Adviser Ajit Doval

spake o

owver the

Andriy ¥ermak phomne. M
ok s e af the atfee of e Preskdent of
Wl

Ukraine,

Zelensky. “We also

understand that in parallel with the ongoing fight

ol by our defenders and all ous

will be the first visit by a senbor Ukrainian official

o Inelia since the war began_

Spring season ‘disappearing’
in many States, shows study

Analysis of records since 1970 reveals increased wanming between Dec. and Feb, across country;

at 2.3 degrees Celsius, Manipur reconds the biggest jump in temperature in the winter months

WEW DELL

ndian  States  have
lbeen gradually regis-

tering a withdrawal of
spring, a period of relative-
Iy benign n

temperature for 33
Stares and Union Territo-
ries from 1970 to the pre-

st
fon Territory, the rate of
warming for each month
was compared with each

Significant trend
Every region analysed had
a ‘net ming” during
winter. Manipur had the
bi nge since 1970
€23 degrees Celsius), while
relhi had the smallest (0.2
depree Celsius). “Winter ks

Researchers ansk

the fastess warming season
for 12 out of the 34 States
and territories considered.
This is secon

rest warming season in I3
regions,” the analysts
noted

There were significant
differences in the pamern
of temperature changes
during the winter. The
southern part of the coun-
try had “strong” warming

Erees Celsius) had the lar-
Eest changes in
temperature in December
and fanuary, respectively.
The northern part of the
country had weaker w:

yeed records of S50 years, the period during which
glotal warming smpact has been empsically observed. FILE FHaTo

rates during this period

and Ui (-6 che-
Celstus in January)
had 4 warming

Sharp change
The pattern changes dra-
matically between Jamuany
and February All regions
have warmed In February

highest warming (3.1 de
grees Celsius) and Telanga-
na had the lowest (0o de-
grees Celsius).

northern India, the

wearmmi d Febs
{stromg warming lmphed
that these

regions
the potenmal | for
abrupt  transigons from
cool winger-like rempera-
wures to the much warmer
conditions that tradithonal-
Iy oceurred in

The biggest jump in
warming rates occurred in
Hajasthan, where the

warming in February was
2.6 degrees Celsius Righer
than in January. A mtal of

et n feels like spring has
in many parts
of Indiar the report noted
eorologists have ear-
lier ascribed the warming
of winter in South India
and the lack of rainfall in
the North in winter due to
an aberration in the pat-
tern of Western Dls[ul—
bances and the jet
weimnds that rjgnlste Inth?
Mediterranean and
molsture to MNorth ln.dia
dhuring winger

Centre notifies rules
allowing transfer of
‘captive’ elephants

The l.ndu Bureau
EwW

The Centre has notified a
set of rules called the Cap-
tive Elephant (Transfer or

Tran ules, 2024
thar liberalise the condi-
tions under which  ele-

which  captive ele-

At has o cestify that the
elephant is fit for travel, states
ane of the nules.

and ‘Clmare

plicithy  prohibited
of For-  trade in wildlife including

Warden, on receipt of such
documents, reject or
approve the transfer.

If the transfer invohes
moving the elephant out-
side a State, similar condi-

Before a transt

amended Act, howewer, re-
tains the clanse.

1o be registered with the
Ministry of Environmesnst,

Uttarakhand
trade body

rallies against
‘outsiders’

PEEW DELHI

A campaign led by a trad-
ers body in Dharchula
towm of Uttarakhand has
asked people o not gve
shops and houses on rent
to “outsiders”, especially
Muslims, flaring up tension
in the area. The -Prantiya
Udyog wWyapasr Mandal.
hula' has cancelled
he s registrations  of 91
shops in Dharchula over
the last 40 days.
“Our  organisa
mceting il ‘the landlords
who have rented their

ty as cur town is a border
- its general se-
Crerary MaTsoh Cab oyl

Vaccine for dengue may be out
in markets by mid-2026, says IIL

B Sujatha
CEHEMNNAL

waccine for dengue could
be available commercially
as early as mid-2o2s. In-
dian immunclogicals Lrd.
@IL) has finished the Arst
phase of clinical trials to

rmine the safety of the
vaccine, the compamys
managing

v are expec
gin shortly. 1L is a wholly
owned subsidiary of the
Mational

“We have completed
phase 1 erial, [which is] to
. I was ve-
Ty succes:ﬁu here have
been no adverse repores.
e will start phase 2 ;1
erials scon,” Dr. Kumar sa

T s et e e
Hivrder in Chennai ower the

cosure safciy, has
boen comploted:
phases to test_efficacy
will start soon

past weekend
The findings of the first
phase have already been

lease It in early 2026 but

nuw, may be by mid 2006

= wBbe ready o release
he added.

quirements for amy such
schentific work.
The company is alsa de-

veloping a vaccine for the

firse identi-

mission in humans occurs

patitis
Fhe product has taken off
wvedl, D, Kusmar

8 killed as building under construction
in Kolkata collapses; Mamata visits site

ROLKATA
Eight persons, two of them
Iding under con-
struction in the
Reach area of Kolkara col.
lapsed late on Sunday

The

Incident occurred
149 p.m

ead
health Eacility xtMed.abru_Z
on Sunday.
Akbar

clareit dmad wt the S

treatmen: ar the

soing
SSKM Hospdtal and a priv-

A rescue cperation was carried cut well
free people trapped under the rubible of the falien bui

site and took stock of res-

cue efforts. She also met

the injured ar a nearby
health facility.

ng o journalists,

i

ey marming to
-

persons._
stand by the distressed b
milies and rescue opera-
tions shall continue.”

popul
high-rises have sprung up
withour any planning.

M meets victims
Chief Minister Mamara Ba-
nerjee on Monday morn-
ing reached the sccident

TMmEREs BwREArRE -
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Gajendra Moksha message

Huhu, a Gandharva oelestial musiclan), was once sport-
£ v o Lk S jevvka 36y eitoredd Sor s bl of that .
The haughry Gandharva pulled the sage by the leg under-
praer and p]s.yed a prank. The sage cursed b oo De
Ehjendra, the ling of elephants, was known by fhe
tndr: na in his prev]nus birth_ When Agas-

scant res-

As the mn.;msgnppea by
the sage cursed him to be

Smit. Subhadhraji said in a discourse that the lives of

the king are the best examples
mot o incur the disrespect or wrath of true devatees of

The allggator indignantly gelzedﬂ-eelephmnb«y(h?loﬂl

ncra_
eriving God's blessings,
owing the ri-

daeareany.
person needs to be well-qualified and

trained. The eastest way & to chant the name of God with

wotion.
A sincere prayer by Gajendra prompeed Lord Vishms to
down Sephant.

endra Sthuthi gives a person the power to
face amy problem in life and come out of difficuls sious-
oy

E  name of Indradyum
- - {  thya visted the kingdom. the king ha
9 78 | pect and humiliated the sage.
infamation like an elephant,
o .y
2 8 a g both the Gandharva and
& God
719 6 2 g i
- in the lake when it came to drin
DIFFICULTY RATING: S ET T T
Selution to prewious puzal Solution to pesterday's Sudokos was destined to cling o the foot of Gaje:
ol STITTISTEBIB 6 2]  auchas penance, periorming yagas, and ol
= 86 4l1/2/7I3 659 muals stipulated in the scriptures
- 235Sl6 £l For these, a
= FIsTaloM1 [olelala
= 4_9_1'8_ | el2I7]S deep de
S 287549 1[3
- S 7 93614 2 8| woncenddow and rescue the e
146982537
o e ag2l4aFIsl1Tal6



Spring season ‘disappearing’
in many States, shows study

Analysis of records since 1970 reveals increased warming between Dec. and Feb. across country;

at 2.3 degrees Celsius, Manipur records the biggest jump in temperature in the winter months

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

ndian States have
lbeen gradually regis-

tering a withdrawal of
spring, a period of relative-
ly benign weather between
the winter of January and
the scorching summer of
April, a 50-year analysis of
meteorological  records
suggests.

Researchers from the
agency Climate Trends cal-
culated the monthly aver-
age temperature for 33
States and Union Territo-
ries from 1970 to the pre-
sent. This was the period
during which the impact of
global warming has been
empirically observed and
for which consistent data
exist. For each State or Un-
ion Territory, the rate of
warming for each month
was compared with each
three-month meteorologi-
cal season. For instance,
December, January, and
February are considered
the winter months in mete-
orological terminology.

Significant trend

Every region analysed had
a ‘net warming’ during
winter. Manipur had the
biggest change since 1970
(2.3 degrees Celsius), while
Delhi had the smallest (0.2
degree Celsius). “Winter is

— i

— WL B Ave

Researchers analysed records of 50 years, the period during which
global warming impact has been empirically observed. FILE PHOTO

the fastest warming season
for 12 out of the 34 States
and territories considered.
This is second only to au-
tumn, which was the fas-
test warming season in 13
regions,” the analysts
noted.

There were significant
differences in the pattern
of temperature changes
during the winter. The
southern part of the coun-
try had “strong” warming
in December and January.
Sikkim (2.4 degrees Celsi-
us) and Manipur (2.1 de-
grees Celsius) had the lar-
gest changes in
temperature in December
and January, respectively.
The northern part of the
country had weaker warm-
ing and even cooling dur-
ing December and January.

Delhi had the lowest

rates during this period
(-0.2 degree Celsius in De-
cember, -0.8 degree Celsi-
us in January), and among
the States, Ladakh (0.1 de-
gree Celsius in December)
and Uttar Pradesh (-0.8 de-
gree Celsius in January)
had the lowest warming
rates.

Sharp change

The pattern changes dra-
matically between January
and February. All regions
have warmed in February
but the warming is espe-
cially pronounced in many
of the regions that showed
cooling or low warming in
the previous months. Jam-
mu and Kashmir had the
highest warming (3.1 de-
grees Celsius) and Telanga-
na had the lowest (0.4 de-
grees Celsius).

In northern India, the
contrast between January
trends (cooling or slight
warming) and February
(strong warming) implied
that these regions now
have the potential for
abrupt transitions from
cool winter-like tempera-
tures to the much warmer
conditions that traditional-
ly occurred in March.

The biggest jump in
warming rates occurred in
Rajasthan, where the
warming in February was
2.6 degrees Celsius higher
than in January. A total of
nine States and Union Ter-
ritories showed a January-
February difference of
more than 2 degrees Celsi-
us: Rajasthan, Haryana,
Delhi, Uttar Pradesh, Hi-
machal Pradesh, Ladakh,
Punjab, Jammu and Kash-
mir, and Uttarakhand.
“This supports the reports
that it feels like spring has
disappeared in many parts
of India,” the report noted.

Meteorologists have ear-
lier ascribed the warming
of winter in South India
and the lack of rainfall in
the North in winter due to
an aberration in the pat-
tern of Western Distur-
bances and the jet stream,
winds that originate in the
Mediterranean and bring
moisture to North India
during winter.



Spring

@ (21 Mmhl

P
P —— Winter Solstice
JS— SUN E—— {22 December)
—_ _—

| LT A Summer i e

Figure . : Revolution of the Earth and Seasons




Vaccine for dengue may be out
in markets by mid-2026, says IIL

R. Sujatha
CHENNAI

Vaccine for dengue could
be available commercially
as early as mid-2026. In-
dian Immunologicals Ltd.
(IIL) has finished the first
phase of clinical trials to
determine the safety of the
vaccine, the company’s
managing director K
Anand Kumar said. The se-
cond and third phases of
trials to test the vaccine’s
efficacy are expected to be-
gin shortly. IIL is a wholly
owned subsidiary of the
National Dairy Develop-
ment Board, established in
1982.

“We have completed
phase 1 trial, [which is] to
determine safety. It was ve-
ry successful. There have
been no adverse reports.
We will start phase 2 and 3
trials soon,” Dr. Kumar said
in an interaction with The
Hindu in Chennai over the

Phase 1 trial, to
ensure safety, has
been completed;
phases to test efficacy
will start soon

past weekend.

The findings of the first
phase have already been
published in peer-re-
viewed journals, he said.
“We should have complet-
ed the trial in December
but it was delayed by a few
months. We wanted to re-
lease it in early 2026 but
now, may be by mid-2026,
we will be ready to release
the vaccines,” he added.

“For dengue, we got the
virus strains from the Na-
tional Institute of Virology.
We will release the results
of the clinical trials,” he ex-
plained of the protocol re-
quirements for any such
scientific work.

The company is also de-

veloping a vaccine for the
Zika virus and for the Kya-
sanur Forest Disease
(KFD).

The virus, first identi-
fied in 1957 in Karnataka’s
forests, is reported to have
infected 400 to 500 people
annually since then. Trans-
mission in humans occurs
through an infected tick’s
bite or due to contact with
an infected animal, espe-

cially a sick or dead
monkey.
“The ICMR (Indian

Council of Medical Re-
search) has agreed in prin-
ciple to help undertake,
bear all the cost for clinical
trials for the Zika vaccine
and we are discussing co-
developing the vaccine for
KFD along with the Coun-
cil,” Dr. Kumar said.

In January this year, the
company launched the He-
patitis A vaccine, Havisure.
The product has taken off
well, Dr. Kumar said.




Dengue in India & World Year-wise cases in State

EACH YEAR, CLOSE TO 50 MILLION DENGUE 2014/l 704
INFECTIONS GET REPORTED GLOBALLY 2015 |1, 831

© Thefirstdenguecase 2016 4,037

© Out of these, 70% of dengue ue ca
cases are from As:a g The study was reported in India

____________________________________________ indicates there way back in 1946 2017 5’369

© India contributes anywhere LAl © After that, therewas 2015 [ L. 522

between 34% and 40% of i no major outbreak for 0 NI 1 500
’

dengue cases inAsia inIndia
g tWOdecadeS ............. (Till Aug first week) .~

© A University of Oxford study says that Indiahas © First major epidemic
maximum number of dengue cases in world occurred in Kolkata in 1963

PRECAUTIONS & PREVENTIVE METHODS : ’

© Keep home, environment | © Use mosquito repellents, medicated
and surroundings clean | screens, coils and sprays

© Remove stagnant water © Observe dry © Keep drainswell h void self-medication and consult
from containers,dumped ;| dayoncea :  maintained and a General Practitioner if high fever
tyres,aircoolersetc. | week i  repair chokes persists for more than 48 hours
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TRACKING THESPIKE %

10,439 15398 14,980 10,170 8435 B
m Il B wm = B
2016 2017 2018 ' 2019 ' 2020 2021
“Till Ocrober30 Cases reported are from jan to Dec

DISTRICTS WITH MAXIMUM DENGUE CASES

MOct2] WOct30 Palhankot (1)
Amritsar (0) Hoshiarpur (0)
1242 1489 ./ 1204 1504
Bathinda _ (4) - .5 Mohali (31)
1570 2, 114 Vanbe o 1835 2531

TOTALSUSPECTED Muktsar, Ludhiana, Ropar and
DENGUE DEATHSIN | Faridkot have reported four

% suspected deaths each, while
W2021: 61 | three suspected deaths have
B Till October26: 40 | happened in Jalandhar till now




7y World Health
v->z¢ Organization
Western Pacific Region

is a viral infection transmitted
to humans through the bites
of infected mosquitoes,
primarily through Aedes

aegypti mosquitoes. %

/

It causes a flu-like illness and sometimes,
a potentially life-threatening complication
called severe den"_g ue.
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Lanning put her heart and
soul: Capitals coach Batty

Delhi Capitals coach Jonathan Batty b

Advani in Hall Of Fame at the
World Billiards Museum

India’s ace cueist Pankaj Advani has been
inducted to the Hall Of Fame at the World
Billiards Museum in Shangrao City, Yushan,
China. Seven-dime World snooker champion
O'sullivan was also bestowed the honour.

BFI and High Performance
Director Dunne part ways

Boxing Federation of India (BED on Monday
announced that it has parted ways with

Dunn.
addlngd-e Indian team will continue to tra.ln
under forelgn coach Dmitrs ruk. Dunne,
who was appointed as the HPD in October 2022,
had sent in his after the Indian team’s
dismal performance at this month’s first World
Olympic Qualifiers in ftaly.

Tanzid and Rishad help
Bangladesh clinch series

Rishad Hossain played an attacking innings
et subscrute Tansed Hasan Tamim hit 51 off 51

Sri
Taced to 2376 in 40-2 overs.
s {Uyanage 101 .03 lost

Homzain 43 ol g
2-64). Bovaplodesh won by four wiokits, cnches series 2-1

Barcelona breezes past
Atletico Madrid
ruised to 3-0 win at

<

Atleico Madrid on Sunday with goals from

Felix, Robert Lewandowski
ove second

Jesuse trper 13 top Of the table witl 76 pokus, 14
ahead of AC Milan in second after 29 matches.

resutts: Atletico Madrid O lost to Barceions 3
(Febx 38, Lewandowski 47, Lopez 65)

Serie A: inter Milan 1 {Darman 43 drew with Napoli 1 (esus
an

WFI Ad-hoc
commiittee dissolved

for Olynlph: quallﬁers
d by

KOLKATA

i doc Counmm
The Indian Olympic lowing the Delhl High
Association (IOA} on  Court order.
the . the I0A

ad-hoc committee that
ran the Wrestling Fed-
eration of India (WFI),
restoring full control of
the federation with the  ton

Sanjay Singhled elect.  concerns of abuse and
ed . harassment.

The 10A sald there's also directed the
WFI w0 conduce elec-

athletes

rules and regulations
in a ime-bound man-

on WF¥1 and the trials  ner.
cm

Veterans, young guns rising
to the occasion augur well

h.n helped the Indian players test

WL

Lavanyal.
NEW DELHI

wo venues, a nail-
biting lase feg “ana

an improved show-

ing from India’s domestic

eason. the Indlan

1 s
e in cr situa-

control of ow, partic
ularly in the death. Mum-
bai Indsans, which crashed
our in the saw a

under cha

second edition of the tournament
ing and different conditions

SMarshalling her troops: Smeit's journey 2= captain turned out to be the biggest gain of WPL's

Most Valuable Player ho-
nour with 295 runs and 10
wlcke(s to her name. Jemi-
33-ball 69

star emerge in S. Sajana,
whose ability to hit big six-
es

it Ml hdioms al.
so saw her explore a way to
a healthy strike

her to the crowds at games
in Bengaluru and New

Delhi.
In Tanuja Kanwer and
abnam Sha

e power
making. finishing as

rate even when not clear-

tional teamn players partic-
ularly to face challenging
nternation. tin new
conditions. A cnange in ve-
nue also snipped the pred-

Second chapeer. SHICKUMAR PUSHPARAS

scrability of the league,
which the M. Chinnaswa-
my Stadium in Bengaluru's
small periphery and toss-
based gZan 1o
canse. The Delht leg was
filled with nail-biting fin-
ishes in the final week,
with even the final going
o the wire thanks to
a wrack ¢ low but
still had enough for batters
to go big.
Much needs to be done
by the UP Warriorz and

son. Giants, who Anished
last in season one too,

tain (as skipper Beth Moo-
)

y conceded) to give this
team a Hitle bite. Warrors
need to address their pace

bowling deficiency ahead
of the next season.

The intensity of compe-
ution makes the prospect

Chartbusters

e (FCE) = | ==

otnsuxinces | 3o ] a2

Playing domestic
cricket a conscious
decision: Smriti

Lavanva L.
NEW DELHI

Women's Premier League-
winning Royal Challengers
Jore captain Swmritt

“Ive seen Luke Williams
operate for the last few
years at Southern Brave
and have been fol

his work at Adelaide Serik-

of another team being ad- | any i first

one, evenif | name to my

it comes a few seasons 1a- | mmind was that of Luke Wit

ter. From Shabnim i1smail, | lams~ Smrit told
35, reco: he | reporters.

fastest delivery recorded in The 27yearold ex-

women's game to 21- | plained that much of the

ke — for the WPL was

ne,
and potentially a new cap-

done durmg The Hundred
international

~Charlotte Edwards s
my coach there but wed
speak from time to time on

what we needed to do in
the auction and other
tiungs The Hundred i

ing team. But when you're

Suryakumar Yadav
likely to miss MTI's
first two games

a7

MUMBAL

Suryakumar Yadav is a
doubtful starter for the
AMumbal Indians’ first Two
games of the Indian Pre-
mier League (IPL), starting
Atarch 22

The batter is still recup-
erating sports hernia
and yet to join the Mumbal
indians

s squzad.
While Mark Boucher,
the Mumbal Indians head
. remained non-com-

mitzal about Suryakumar's
availability, The Hindu un-
rakas-

dian cricket team vell.
Just waiting for tes on
that. 1 don’t like to micro-
m.

anage.
“We have got a world
class medscal team that's in

control of of that”
Boucher said on M
during  the chisee’s
pre-season media
conference.

ness issues. We are always
going to be In that sort of
domain of having fitness is-
sues as other teams are as
well. We trust our medical

team that they are doing
the right things. if we lose

Suryakumar. / The Hindu.
FILE PHOTO. vLixx SONER

ee

Surya at the moment is
on the guidance of the

well Just waiting for
updates on that
— movCIER

one or two fitness
perspective, it is what it is.
We just have to keep on the
right ack and sharp on

replacemen

= anderstood thac
nelthel Suryakumar, who
has been on the sidelines
since

Kolkata Knight Riders made me
successful leader, says Gambhir

KOLEATA

Promising to make Kolkata

bappy this season, Kolkata

Riders’ mentor

Ciifam Gambhir said the

team had him a suc-
cessful leader.

©On his return to the

t
Cambhir at the fnights
Unplugged” event here on
Monday.

“Dre Russ taught me a

lot of things about passion.
When I talk about sacrifice,
this

Think tank: Gambhir, right, Pandit, and Arun would plan their

have Hved through that. He
(Sunil Narine) has -
to become one of the great-

test  team-
o

was. on such srong
bbb o PR e
£o wrong.~

strategies to kaie KKR come on top again. P

Coming to the upcom-
ing season, Gambhir sasd,
~He (Shah Rukh Khan) told
me the same thing that he
had told me when I joined

in 2011

“This is your franchise,
make it or break it" 1 can
assure 1

privileged to be working

them (Gambhir
and coach , Ghandrakane
Pandit). Feel lucky to be
having such players play-
ing under me~

Confide:
Pandit, who said the side

have in our team, not only
individuals bus the s’uppon
staff, gs kmpoctant

KKR ched the
“Knight club  Plus: app. and
its team jersey ahead of the
2024 season of the Indian
Premier League.

The franchise presented
19 of its players, including
Shreyas, vice-captain Nit-

b

leave this place we will be

in a much better place.~
Captain  Shreyas Iyer

said, ~1 feel honoured and

ish, uy
Starc, comeback man Man-
ish

Rinku Singh at the event.

Swiatek sweeps past Sakkari; Alcaraz
defends his title at Indian Wells

PjPA

TENNES

Associated Press
INDIAN WELLS

Carlos  Alcaraz _defeated
Danifl Medvede 7-6(5), 61
for the second
in the BNP Paribas a-
nal on Sunday, earning his
first dtle since Mnmng

The “BOCI 'medical tearmn
wants t his come-
back considering his im-
portance for India’s T20
World Cup campaign in
June.

Iga Svrl;uek bear Maria
6-0 in just over

b el e baied
men's utle, with Swiatek
just 21 games In six

matches during the 12-day

tournament — an average
of 3.5 games per march.
Medvedev lost 6-3, 6-2
last year in the Southern
California desert.
Alcaraz is the first man
to defend his Indian Wells

n three In a row from
201416
Swiatek fmprow o
202 this year. with her
wins the WTA
Tour. It was a repeat of the
2 final, in wi -
ek Sakkari 6-4. 6-1.
caraz and Swiatek
earned S1.. each for

Champions both.

Swistek and Alcaraz A5




World Billiards Museum

India’s ace cueist Pankaj Advani has been
inducted to the Hall Of Fame at the World
Billiards Museum in Shangrao City, Yushan,
China. Seven-time World snooker champion
Ronnie O’Sullivan was also bestowed the honour.
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ocluding their
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EXPLAINED

Some
smalles pasties. in comphi-
ance with the Supreme
Coust's arder. eithes d

unique alphanumenic codes. o
~—

March 21.5 pm

Expressing its displeasure
over “selective disciosure™ of de-
e L AL

Clased what they aiready
krsenos o

il exercise to ascestain
contributor details and
share them with the EC.

Chier Jus(u.e of india D ¥

e enable m.
the potl bond donors with
recipeents.
The Bench. which inclusded
INUED ON PAGE 2

BusimNess as Usuar
iy UNNY

Poll panel orders transfer of home

secretaries of 6 states, Bengal DGP
Gujarat, Bihar, Jharkhand, Himachal,

Uttarakhand, UP officials shunted out

Ahead of the 2016 Assembly

The poll panel also ordered
gal Director

too. Kumar was re-
moved as Kolkata Police
Commissicner

According to sources. the
home secretaries were trans-
ferred as they heid
charge of poses in their re:
Tive ‘Chiel Minister's Offsce
(CMO) as well

JOURNALISM OF COURAGE

case on

cE 193,

BENCH TELLS BANK TO FILE AFFIDAVITON COMPLIANCE BY MARCH 21,5 PM

Supreme Court pulls up SBI: Don’t do selective
disclosure, give poll bond numbers, full details

-judge Constitution Bench headed by Chief Justice of India DY Chandrachud during
Monday. #1

The five-
the hearing in the electoral bonds

Retrospective ‘who paid
whom’ order has grave
impact: Indust]'y bodies

s imperative to e

APURVA

& ANANTI
NEW DELHLMARCH 18

THE SUI Court's directive
0 the Stage Bank of India to dis-
close the unsque alphanumeric

on the electoral bonds 1o the

of parties to breach
oot ectnonts
disctose informartion ona
e Such a directive. if
appied resrospectively, under-

Election Ce
paces Indlia Inc’s interess, indus—
Ty body Assocked Chambers of

and v

brvioirs ) told the

Conrt on Manday.

UP wanted its
officer retained
but EC stood
its ground

RITICA CHOPRA
NEW DELHLAMARCH 18

OF THE six states. where the poll

no complaines agansz them. the
ansfers

taries on Monday, Uttar Pradesh

e CTaem Wi o Brrgroet-

the hira government
remove Brihanmumbai Muni-
cipal Corporation  (BMC)
b=

ngal
Vivek Sahay as the new DGP.

DECISION 2024

nes Igbal Singh
UED E2

ZFued against the removal of its

fficer. Sangay Prasad. The fdian

Express has learned. H

the Election Commission (5c)
Prasad_an IAS officer of the

1995 batch. is said to be one of
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

REDEVELOPMENT OF AREA AROUND EXISTING TEMPLE

Bihar to acqulre 50 acres in Sitamarhi for Sita temple

VINAYAKK
MOHANARANGAN
NEW/ DELHL MARCH 18

WHELE DELHI Cagitals Jost their

Thed by her Lather to smast

topped this WPL's list of those

hitfing the maximum Sixes.

Shafali. known for her power
ame. With 20 sbees. tar

i of St N

Richa Ghosh. who ended up

with 10 each.

During the match against
Gujarae Giants, Shafali strock 2
91-metre sex The other batter to
Beeach the 90-metre mark was.
Harm eet Kaur wheo struck

Stadium and Delhi's Kotla — two

Questions.
3y rope mesds to be pushed ou
Sor the woenen's game from r.he
ext Season of the WPL
Thoughcricket grounds don't
have uniform dimensions, usu-
- for women's games. the
ropes. inty

big during a sens, un-
Chaseagalnat Cujarst Caents The

Sepaar
16 eires shorer Gar s lhe weL

amorg four
17 10 clear the SO-rresre muask.
Sixes fiying into the stands

Crichet batls

were a common feature 2cross.
Bengaluru's M Ci

P, . o O

Mes Lanming. captan of the
Delhi Capitals team who for-
merty captained the Austrakian
national women's team. Sasd.
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BJP cited law
to keep names
out, DMK
reached out

to its donors
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BENGAL Ll NEW DELHI
AN Al PAAFC 3

WHILETHE BJP: the Largest secip-

Thelndian EXPRESS

Kavitha conspired
with Kejriwal: ED;
‘high-profile’ arrests
likely, CBI tells court

AAP hits back: False statement by ED, bid
to malign image of Kejriwal and Sisodia

NIRBHAY THAKUR
& MAHENDER SINGH
MANRAL

NEW DELHI, MARCH 18

ON A day the Central Bureass of
Inrvestigation told a Delhi court
1hat “some high-profile persons™
may be arreszed in the Delhi ex-

it the nulcbook w Justity its
~sclosure of donos detas!

flezed

Disectorate. — Sor the first
time — that Chief Minister

0 the Election C o
Endia (ECT). other smaller parties
wene le2s ratissane and aven

oflect

Arvind Kej:
tor n the case.

“ED investigation revealed
That MS KK

their decails in order to oov"v'y
weats the enp cossers perless

e DM, currently the nual-

g party in Tamil Nadu, which
received a toal of Rs656.5 crore
via poll bonds from April 19,
2019, to November 14, 2023,
= Rs509

GOVT & POLITICS
AS BONDS CHASE
POWER, UNKNOWN
15 INDIVIDUALS
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WORTHRs 1S8CR + 7

grore coming from Future

ers conspired with the top lead-
ers of AAP Arvind

W

THECITY

ceeds of crime paid in advance
0 AAP and to further generace

Keyriwal and Manish Sisodia for
Ths ex-

plementation_in exchange of
she was invol

minister K Chandsas helcr
ED

mp-yms
ers of AAP- alleged the ED

thatic
Sandt o et e clounows o ol
fect detaits

e scherme_ does not re-
quize the details of the donoe to
be furnished tw
that as & may.

aday.

The acts of cormuption and con.

spiracy in the formulation and

implementation of Dells Excise

Policy 2021 22 continuous
ofillegal flnds

rections of Honble Supreme

the donee. Be e Sorrrns

the ai- slers
wasge.mamno. Anp
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tes were the pro-

9 DIE IN KOLKATA BUILDING COLLAPSE

Ac a

of

persons,

were killed in

Express

Atleast nine
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Potential to develop like Tirupati: Principal Secy toCM

AmiTAS
NEW DELH MARCH 18

AFTER THE Ram temple in
Ayodinga, plans a nake
a “grand lemple‘ for Sita in
Sitamarh district in porth Bihar,
considered to be her place of

Friday’s meeting of the Bihar
Cabines.

~Sitamarhi is to Sita what
Ayodhya is to Ram. It is 2 holy
1and! for Hird s People from all

Warship t the Ram tempie in

would life to

it Sitas birthplace as weil Our

contentson is that a rand tem-

Pi= for Sita, beficting her stature,
should be built in Sitamarhy

= 2 tfor-

birth The Bihar government has
gdedided, in principle, to acquire
S0.acees asund an extaing sem-
plein S a
Pew temple.

The decision was taken at

As women turn power hitters

b3
mer MLC in Bihar., and a BJP
Abes wiho is cne of the prime

novers of the ide.
“There is a temple in
Sitamarhi that was built albbout

100 years ago, bt it is pot in very
Ouar

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
£Lri MARCH 18

OM A story on how un-
planned development can po-
al dam-

he higher reaches of the
Himakayas 10 the relationship
that Baszar tribals have with the
State. from exposing a recnuit-
ment scam o the

Nitin Gadkari to
give away Ramnath
Goenka awards for
journalism today

o
houss after the agency and the
Income Tax department con-
gucted searches 3t her Hydera-
bad

NUED ON.

Nitin Gadkari. Union

hardships faced by healthcare
workers d pan-

pandemic — at a ceremony in
Nenw Dedhi o T

Ayodiyya Temple Trust
conT

, big question: time

LONGEST SIXES
OFWPL2024
metres: Shatati

1 91 SSoevee
i 90.....‘,...,,.m

v CE
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1 87 omiioe

| 87 sEEREVee

for bigger fields?

“we could look at potentially
having slightly bigger bound-
aries. There's so much more
Power and strength in the game
nenw that people are clearing

Soyou can't complaineoo much

It was an aspect that was

highlighted by Aseraliss
Haynes last year, when

pable of means that they ane abi
to ctear o s eassly"




BIGGEST Al DEAL IN THE OFFING?

Apple in talks with Google to use Gemini for iPhones

MARK GURMAN
March 18

APPLE IS IN talks to build Google’s
Gemini artificial intelligence (AI)
engine into the iPhone, according
to people familiar with the situa-
tion, setting the stage for a block-
busteragreement that would shake
up the ATindustry.

The two companies are in active
negotiations to let Apple license
Gemini, Google’s set of generative
Al models, to power some new fea-
tures coming to the iPhone soft-
ware this year, said the people, who
asked not tobeidentified.Applealso
recently held discussions with Ope-
nAI and has considered using its
model,according to the people.

If a deal between Apple and
Google comes to fruition, it would

BONDING OVERAI

mIfa deal between Apple and

Google comes to fruition, it would

build upon the two companies'
search partnership

' The partnership

would give

Gemini akey
edge with billions
of potential users

build upon the two companies’
search partnership.

For years, Alphabet’s Google
has paid Apple billions of dollars
annually to make its search engine

the default option in the Safari
web browser on the iPhone and
other devices. The two parties
haven’t decided the terms or
branding of an Al agreement or

mSince early last year,
Apple has been testing
its own large language
model, but the tech
remains inferior to
tools from Google and
otherrivals

m Apple also recently
held discussions with
OpenAland has
considered using its
model

finalised how it would be imple-
mented, the people said.

A deal would give Gemini a key
edgewithbillions of potential users.
But it also may be a sign that Apple

isn’t as far along with its Al efforts
as some might have hoped — and
threatens to draw further antitrust
scrutiny of both companies.

Apple is preparing new capabil-
ities as part of iOS 18 — the next
version of the iPhone operating sys-
tem — based on its own Al models.
But those enhancements will be
focused on features that operate on
its devices, rather than ones
delivered via the cloud. So,Apple is
seeking a partner to do the heavy
lifting of generative Al, including
functions for creating images
and writing essays based on
simple prompts.

Spokespeople for Apple and
Google declined to comment.

OpenAl didn’t immediately
respond to a request for comment.

Since early last year, Apple has

been testing its own large language
model — the technology behind
generative Al — codenamed Ajax.
Some employeesalsohave been try-
ing out a basic chatbot dubbed
Apple GPT. But Apple’s technology
remains inferior to tools from
Google and other rivals, according
tothe people,makinga partnership
look like the better option.

A deal with Apple would be
Google’s highest-profile partner-
ship for Gemini todateand could be
a major boon for the company’s AI
efforts. Apple has more than 2 bil-
lion devices in active use that could
potentiallybecome home to Google
Gemini later this year. In January,
Samsung Electronics rolled out new
smartphoneswith Al features pow-
ered by Gemini.

—BLOOMBERG
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European free frade Association



* India and the European Free Trade Association (EFTA) recently signed
the Trade and Economic Partnership Agreement (TEPA).

* India previously rejected the inclusion of "data exclusivity" clauses in
the agreement which would have restricted Indian pharmaceutical
companies from producing generic drugs.

* Now, India and EFTA agreed to exclude the most "sensitive"
agricultural products and gold imports from the pact.



e Recent geopolitical changes and a shared goal to reduce dependence on China facilitated
the agreement.

e TEPA comprises 14 chapters with a main focus on market access related to goods, rules of
origin, trade facilitation, trade remedies, sanitary and phytosanitary measures, technical
barriers to trade, investment promotion, market access on services, intellectual property
rights, trade and sustainable development and other legal and horizontal provisions.



* EFTA Commitments:

* To increase foreign direct investments in India by USD 100 billion over
15 years.

* The investments do not cover foreign portfolio investment. Target to
generate 1 million direct jobs in India through these investments.

« Commitments related to Intellectual Property Rights in TEPA are at
the Trade-Related Aspects of the Intellectual Property Rights level.



* Tariff Offers: EFTA offers 92.2% of tariff lines covering 99.6% of India's
exports.
* India offers 82.7% of tariff lines covering 95.3% of EFTA exports.

* India excludes sectors like dairy, soya, coal, and sensitive agricultural products
from tariff concessions.

* Mutual Recognition: TEPA has provisions for Mutual Recognition
Agreements in Professional Services like nursing, chartered accountants,
architects etc.



* India and EFTA:

* India is the EFTA's 5th-largest trading pariner after the European Union,
the United States, Britain and China.

* Two-way trade between India and EFTA was USD 18.65 hillion in 2022-23, with a
trade deficit of USD 14.8 billion for India.

* Switzerland is India's largest trading partner in this bloc of nations, followed by Norway.

* The biggest exports to India were pharmaceutical items (11.4%) and machinery
(17.5%), while organic chemicals (27.5%) made up the majority of EFTA imports.



* TEPA is the 4th major deal signed by India to promote trade and economic

cooperation in the last 3 years. The others are with Australia, Mavritius
and the UAE.



Free Trade Agreement (FTA) With A free tratfe
agreement is a

s comprehensive deal
) India-Sri Lanka FTA between countries,

) India-Nepal Treaty of Trade offering preferential
) India-Bhutan Agreement on fada terme and tariy

; concessions, with
Trade, Commerce, and Transit & nedeitive st axslisdiing

specific products

Regional FTA’s of India Dl St vioes.

) India ASEAN Trade in Goods Agreement (11): 10
ASEAN countries + India

) South Asia Free Trade Agreement (7): Indiq,
Pakistan, Nepal, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, Bhutan,
and the Maldives

5) Global System of Trade Preferences

(41 countries + India)

India’s CECAs and CEPAs

|7CECA/CEPA is broader than FTAs, addressing regulatory,
trade, and economic aspects comprehensively, with CEPA
having the widest scope including services, investment,
etc while CECA mainly focuses on tariff and TQR rates
negotiation.

) CEPA with UAE, South Korea, Japan
5) CECA with Singapore, Malaysia

Neighbouring Countries




(> Others:
M India-Australia Economic Cooperation
and Trade Agreement (ECTA)
M India-Thailand Early Harvest Scheme (EHS)

M India-Mauritius Comprehensive
Economic Cooperation and Partnership
Agreement (CECPA)

l?n EHS precedes an FTA/CECA/CEPA, where
negotiating countries select products for
tariff liberalisation, paving way for broader
trade agreements and fostering conﬁdenceJ

Preferential Trade Agreements (PTAs)

|-_Partners in a PTA grant preferential access to
specific products by lowering duties on agreed
tariff lines, maintaining a positive list of
products eligible for reduced or zero tariffs. J

() Asia Pacific Trade Agreement (APTA):
Bangladesh, China, India, S. Korea, Lao PDR,
Sri Lanka, and Mongolia

(>) SAARC Preferential Trading Agreement
(SAPTA): Same as SAFTA

>) India-MERCOSUR PTA: Brazil, Argenting,
Uruguay, Paraguay and India

) India’s PTA with Chile, Afghanistan



* Broad-based Trade and Investment Agreement (BTIA)' is sometimes seen in
the news in the context of negotiations held between India and (2017)

* (a) European Union
(b) Gulf Cooperation Council

(c) Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development
(d) Shanghai Cooperation Organization
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ETHANOL 100






« ETHANOL 100 is aimed at reducing dependence on fossil fuels,
promoting sustainability, and contributing to a cleaner environment
by lowering greenhouse gas emissions compared to traditional
gasoline.

* The initiative aligns with the vision to achieve 20% ethanol blending
(E20) by 2025-26, reducing import dependency and boosting the
agriculture sector.

e The move towards ETHANOL 100 reflects a shift towards sustainable
technologies and decarbonization.






Foundational Literacy and
Numeracy Assessment Test



* Recently, the Department of School Education and Literacy (DoSEL),
Ministry of Education, conducted a Foundational Literacy and
Numeracy Assessment Test (FLNAT) as part of the ULLAS
(Understanding Lifelong Learning for All in Society) - Nav Bharat
Saaksharta Karyakram across 23 states, with an estimated 37 lakh
learners participating.



* The FLNAT assesses Reading, Writing, and Numeracy skills, to evaluate
foundational literacy and numeracy skills.

* The test will be conducted in all districts of participating States/UTs at District
Institutes of Education and Training (DIETs) and Government/aided schools.



* FLNAT aims to certify non-literate learners and promote
multilingualism by conducting the test in regional languages, aligning
with National Education Policy (NEP) 2020.

e Learners who qualify will receive a certificate from the National
Institute of Open Schooling (NIOS) recognising their achievement in
foundational literacy and numeracy skills.



* New India Literacy Program, popularly.known.as ULLAS is a centrally
sponsored scheme for the period 2022-2027 to cover all aspects of
Education For All, previously known as Adult Education.

* The scheme empowers adults aged 15 and above with basic literacy,
numeracy, and critical life skills, fostering lifelong learning.

* Implemented through volunteerism, it promotes social responsibility
and access to regional language content on the DIKSHA Portal and
ULLAS mobile app.



Para Archer Sheetal Devi
Named ECI National PwD Icon



* Recently, the Election Commission of India has announced Para
Archer and Arjuna Awardee, Sheetal Devi (winner of 2 gold and 1
silver medal in the Asian Para Games 2022) as its National Person
with Disabilities (PwD) Icon.

e Her name was announced at an Exhibition Cricket Match between the
Indian Deaf Cricket Association Team and District Cricket Association
team, held in Delhi.



National Action Plan for Prevention
and Control of Snakebite
Envenoming (NAP-SE)



* The Union Health Ministry launched a National Action Plan for
Prevention and Control of Snakebite Envenoming (NAP-SE) In
India.

* Snakebite Envenoming

* The snakebite envenoming (poisoning from snake bites) was
classified by the World Health Organisation (WHQO) as a high-
priority neglected tropical disease.

* An estimated 1.8 — 2.7 million people worldwide are
envenomed annually.



« Snake bites in India

* In India, around 90% of snake bites are caused by the ‘big
four’ among the crawlers — common krait, Indian cobra, Russell’s
viper and saw scaled viper.

* In India, around 50,000 deaths occur of an estimated 3-4
million snake bites annually which accounts for half of all snakebite
deaths globally.

* India accounts for almost 50% of global snakebite deaths.



* About NAPSE

* Vision: “To prevent and control snakebite envenoming in order
to halve the numbers of deaths and cases of disabllity that it
causes by 2030”

* |t aims at systematic reduction of snakebite envenoming risk
through sustained availability of anti-snake venom, capacity
building, referral mechanism and public education.

 NAPSE provides a broad framework for states to develop their
own action plan for management, prevention and control of
snakebites through the ‘One Health’ approach.



Gender Inequality Index 2022



* The Gender Inequality Index 2022 has been released by UNDP
In their Human Development Report 2023/2024.

« About the Index

* Gll Is @a composite metric of gender inequality using three
dimensions:

 reproductive health, empowerment and the labour market.

A low GlII value indicates low inequality between women and
men, and vice-versa.



Dimensions and Indicators

DIMENSIONS Health Empowerment Labour market
INDICATORS Maternal Adolescent Female and male Female and male shares Female and male
mortality birth population with at least of parliamentary seats labour force
ratio rate EEEDndEW education partlcipatinn rates
DIMENSION Female reproductive Female empowerment Female labour Male empowerment  Male labour
INDEX health index index market index index market index
\ Female / Ma i /
gender index gender index



¢ |t ranked 108 out of 193 countries with a score of 0.437 in Gll 2022.

e |[n 2022, India saw improvements across all HDI indicators — life expectancy,
education, and gross national income (GNI) per capita and life expectancy rose from
67.2 to 67.7 years, expected years of schooling reached 12.6, mean years of schooling
increased to 6.57 and GNI per capita saw an increase from USD 6,542 to USD 6,951.
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 To diagnose pre-diabetes and diabetes (both type 1 and type
2), the hemoglobin A1C (HbA1C) test, also known as the
glycated hemoglobin or glycosylated hemoglobin test is used.

« Background
* India accounts for 17% of all diabetes patients in the world.

* Over 35% of Indians suffer from hypertension and nearly 40%
from abdominal obesity, both of which are risk factors for
diabetes.



e How does the test work?

e Sugar or glucose enters the bloodstream from the food it
attaches to the hemoglobin in the red blood cells.
« Hemoglobin is a protein that transports oxygen to all the cells of your
body.

* Everybody has some sugar attached to their hemoglobin. Those
with pre-diabetes and diabetes, however, have more.

 The HbA1C test measures the percentage of the red blood
cells that have sugar-coated, or glycated, hemoglobin.



 Test Results

 The HbA1C levels are provided as either a percentage or
INn mmol/mol (which stands for millimoles per mole).

« An Hb1A1C below 5.7% is considered normal; between 5.7
and 6.4% may Iindicate you are pre-diabetic; and 6.5% or higher
can Indicate diabetes.




LY YLATED HEMOGLOBIN(HBA1 EDTA WHOLE BLOOD

HBA1C 5.3 Non-diabetic: < 5.7 %
Pre-diabetics: 5.7 - 6.4
Diabetics: > or = 6.5
Therapeutic goals: < 7.0
Action suggested : > 8.0
(ADA Guideline 2021)

METHOD : HIGH PERFORMANCE LIQUID CHROMATOGRAPHY (HPLC)
ESTIMATED AVERAGE GLUCOSE(EAG) 105.4 < 116.0 mg/dL

METHOD : CALCULATED PARAMETER

<b>Interpretation(s)</b>
GLYCOSYLATED HEMOGLOBIN(HBA1C), EDTA WHOLE BLOOD-<b>Used For</b>:

1. Evaluating the long-term control of blood glucose concentrations in diabetic patients.

2. Diagnosing diabetes.

3. Identifying patients at increased risk for diabetes (prediabetes).

The ADA recommends measurement of HbA1lc (typically 3-4 times per year for type 1 and poorly controlled type 2 diabetic patients, and 2 times per year for well-
controlled type 2 diabetic patients) to determine whether a patients metabolic control has remained continuously within the target range.

1. eAG (Estimated average glucose) converts percentage HbAlc to md/dl, to compare blood glucose levels.

2. eAG gives an evaluation of blood glucose levels for the last couple of months.

3. eAG is calculated as eAG (mg/dl) = 28.7 * HbAlc - 46.7

<b>HbA1c Estimation can get affected due to :</b>

1. Shortened Erythrocyte survival : Any condition that shortens erythrocyte survival or decreases mean erythrocyte age (e.g. recovery from acute blood loss,hemolytic
anemia) will falsely lower HbA1lc test results.Fructosamine is recommended in these patients which indicates diabetes control over 15 days.

2.Vitamin C & E are reported to falsely lower test results.(possibly by |nh|b|t|ng glycation of hemoglobin.
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 Model Code of Conduct comes into force for 2024 Lok Sabha
elections.

e Guidelines — The MCC of the Election Commission of India (ECI) is a
set of guidelines issued to regulate political parties and candidates
prior to elections.

* Rules — The rules range from issues related to speeches, polling day,
polling booths, portfolios, the content of election manifestos,
processions, and general conduct, so that free and fair elections are
conducted.



e Comes into Force — The MCC comes into force from the date the
election schedule is announced until the date that results are out.

* Provisions — The MICC contains eight provisions dealing with general
conduct, meetings, processions, polling day, polling booths,
observers, the party in power, and election manifestos.

e Restrictions — Parties in both centre and state, should ensure that it
does not use its official position for campaigning.



 No policy, project or scheme can be announced that can influence the
voting behaviour.

» No advertising at the cost of the public exchequer or using official mass
media for publicity on achievements to improve chances of victory in the
elections.

« Ministers must not combine official visits with election work or use official
machinery for the same.

« Ruling party cannot use government transport or machinery for
campaigning.

* Ruling government cannot make any ad-hoc appointments in government,
public sector undertakings etc., which may influence the voters.



« Political parties can be criticised based only on their work
record and no caste and communal sentiments can be used to
lure voters.

« Mosques, Churches, Temples or any other places of worship
should not be used for election campaigns.

» Bribing, intimidating or impersonation of voters is also barred.



* Election Silence — Holding public meetings during the 48-hour period
before the hour fixed for the closing of the poll is also prohibited.

 The 48-hour period is known as election silence.

* Binding Nature — It has no statutory backing, meaning anybody
breaching the MCC cannot be proceeded against under any clause of
the Code. Everything is voluntary.






Bhutan’s Gelephu project






* The Gelephu Project is significant for Bhutan as it aims to
promote tourism by upgrading the Gelephu airport, boosting
employment, and addressing geopolitical concerns with China.

* For India, It strengthens ties with Bhutan, aligns with regional
Infrastructure plans, and facilitates demand for power supply
through initiatives like the South Asian power grid.
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