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• The Human Development Index (HDI) is a composite measure 
used to assess a country’s overall development.

• It considers three key dimensions: life expectancy, education 
(measured by mean years of schooling and expected years of 
schooling for children), and gross national income (GNI) per 
capita based on purchasing power parity (PPP). 

• The HDI ranges from 0 to 1, with higher values indicating better 
human development outcomes.



The 2023-24 Human Development Report shows Switzerland, Norway and 
Iceland leading the human development index, while Central African Republic, 
South Sudan and Somalia lagged the furthest behind.

The Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (commonly known as North Korea) 
and Monaco were not ranked in the list of countries and economies by UNDP.

India’s loss in HDI due to inequality is 31.1%. South Asia’s loss in the HDI due to 
inequality is among the highest in the world (after sub-Saharan Africa), 
followed by the Pacific.



As per the latest report, In 2022, India saw improvements across all HDI indicators which 
includes life expectancy, education, and Gross National Income (GNI) per capita.

Life expectancy rose from 67.2 to 67.7 years

expected years of schooling reached 12.6

mean years of schooling increased to 6.57

GNI per capita saw an increase from $6,542 to $6,951.

Between 1990 and 2022, India saw its HDI value increase by 48.4%, from 0.434 in 1990 
to 0.644 in 2022.



























BioCNG Production from Dung



• Banaskantha District Co-operative Milk Producers’ Union, Gujarat 
are converting dung into Bio CNG (compressed natural gas) and 
fertiliser, supplementing farmers' income. This initiative addresses waste 
management while creating new revenue streams for dairy farmers.

• The BioCNG outlet on the Deesa-Tharad highway in Gujarat's Banaskantha 
district is a pioneering initiative, being India's first and only gas-filling station 
operating on dung sourced from cattle and buffaloes.

•

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-editorials/india-s-green-future-through-biocng


How are Farmers Harnessing the Value of Dung?

Dung Facts:

• An average adult bovine animal discharges 15-20 kg of fresh dung 
daily, while calves give out 5-10 kg.

• A bovine refers to a domestic animal of the species 
Bos taurus (cattle) or Bubalus bubalis (water buffalo).

• Fresh dung contains 80-85% water; one kg weighs hardly 200 grams 
on drying.



• Fresh dung contains methane along with water, making it essential for 
biogas production in anaerobic digestion (breaks down biodegradable 
material without oxygen and produces biogas).

• Methane, a key component of biogas, is produced in the rumen of 
bovines (the first of four stomach compartments in bovines) during 
the fermentation of plant material they consume. 

• Bacteria-like microbes in the rumen, known as archaea, utilise carbon 
dioxide and hydrogen produced during carbohydrate fermentation to 
generate methane.



• Consider the following: (2019)

1.Carbon monoxide

2.Methane

3.Ozone

4.Sulphur dioxide

• Which of the above are released into the atmosphere due to the burning of crop/biomass 
residue?

• (a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2, 3 and 4 only
(c) 1 and 4 only
(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4



PB-SHABD



Union Minister of Information and Broadcasting launched the Prasar 
Bharti - Shared Audio Visuals for Broadcast and Dissemination (PB-
SHABD), a news-sharing service from Prasar Bharati, aimed at 
transforming news dissemination in India. 

PB-SHABD will serve as a single-point source of news content for smaller 
news organisations lacking extensive networks.



The minister highlighted the revamped platforms for Doordarshan News and Akashvani 
News, and updated News on the Air mobile app, emphasising their role in democratising 

access to news and fostering collaboration within the media industry.

SHABD service is offered free for the first year, providing news stories in major Indian 
languages across fifty categories.



Samudrayaan Mission



• The minister of Earth Sciences confirmed that 
the Samudrayaan mission is scheduled to explore the bed of 
the ocean by 2025 end.







Project SOORYA



• ISRO has formalised a project team, internally named 
‘SOORYA’, to start building the New Generation Launch 
Vehicle (NGLV).

• Aim – To develop NGLV and thereby to build the country's own 
space station and send Indians to the Moon.

• NGLV will be India’s biggest rocket and is to be ready by 2034-
35.



• Requirement – 3rd launch pad at Sriharikota will be necessary 
as NGLV’s configuration will differ from the current class of 
rockets.

• Features – A 3-stage launch vehicle.

• Fuel – Green fuel combinations like methane-liquid oxygen or 
kerosene-liquid oxygen.

• Payload capacity – Up to 10 tonnes to Geostationary Transfer 
Orbit (GTO) that is more than twice the capability India's 
current heaviest rocket, the LVM-3, has.



Cost-competitive rocket –
Reusability reduces the launch 
costs, of around $1,900 per kg 

to Low Earth Orbit (LEO), 
compared to $3,000/kg for an 

expendable configuration.

In line with India’s Space 
Vision 2047 – It helps in 

achieving the goals of building 
a space station by 2035 and 

eventually sending Indians to 
Moon.



Operation ‘Rising Sun’



The Directorate of Revenue Intelligence (DRI) is the apex anti-
smuggling agency of India, working under the Central Board of 

Indirect Taxes & Customs (CBIC), Ministry of Finance.

It is a pan-India operation of Directorate of Revenue Intelligence (DRI) 
against the smuggling of foreign-origin gold.



Combating commercial frauds related to international trade and 
evasion of Customs duty

Functions -Detecting and curbing smuggling of contraband, including 
drug trafficking and illicit international trade in wildlife and 

environmentally sensitive items



Sabroom Land Port



Prime Minister has recently inaugurate the 3rd land port in 
Sabroom, Tripura

Land Port Sabroom is strategically located in Tripura along 
the international border between India and Bangladesh.

It will be constructed by the Land ports authority of India.

Sabroom is directly connected to Chittagong port of 
Bangladesh through Maitree bridge on River Feni .

Land ports is an area on an international border that 
includes parts of highways, railways, and other roads.

























Thank you 
guys.


