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“Nobody is
superior, nobody
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but nobody is
equal either.

People are simply
unique,
incomparable.
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Po]l bonds: 22 firms donated over I100 crore

CHERNAL

uture Gaming and
Hotel Services PR,
whose managing di-

rector is lottery magnate
rtin, was the
single largest 0 pol-

electo lata re-
leased by the State Bank of
india and by the
Election Commission on
Thursday, on the orders of
the Supreme Court.
The firm donated a
ulative sum of 21,368 crore
(hxcugh eleaoral bonds
during this period. Inci-
denzally, the Enorcement
e had arta

er companies
2022 and had later filed a

the data on
poll bonds received from SBI on March 12

Lottery magnate’s firm which was under ED
pressure is single largest donor at 1,368 cr.

Top recipients

The Bharatiya Janata Party encashed electoral bonds warth
6,060 crore, the highest among 3l part:

Bhacatiys sonata Parcy

At india T

against it under the Pre-
vention of Money Launder-
ng Act, 2002 before the

more than 2100 crore dur-

Mining  and  Industries
x224.45 (rorE), Bharti Air-
Keven-

clude: Grasim Industries,
a

were: Qwik
Chain (2410 crore), Haldia

Energy (2377 crore). Ve-
danta (£375.65 crore), Essel

g Pira-
mal Enterprises, Torrent
Power, DLF Co'umen:nl
opers. o Tyres,

ey Miceal, Exdelweisn,
PVR, Sula Wine, Welspun,
and Sun Pharma.

In total, electoral
worth over 212,155 crore
were purchased by donors

in this period and more
22769 crore were en-

than
cashed by all parties dur-
ing

e same 1l
The informaton was

put in the public domain

% host this information on

March 1S,
~as is

website by
Which 1o did onan
where is~ basis.

“In compllance of the
Hon'ble Supreme Court's

directions, contained in its
grder dated Feb 15 & March
n

Wre NO.830 of 2017y, the

State Bank of India (SBD

SBI on “as is where is ba-
sis*” the Election Commis-

the date of pur-
chnse‘ and the denomina-
tion of the bond; and
another with the name of

the political party, date
and = denomination  of
encashed.

The data supplied by
ot include the
numbers of

On_ February 15, Su-
preme Court had scrapped
the electoral bonds
scheme, terming
constitutional~.
asked the SBI to submit to
the EC all details of the

“un-
ad

bonds which had been pur-
chased since the interim
order of the court was Is-
sued on April 12, 2019, wll
date. On March 4, the SBI
sought additional time il
June 30, saying it needed

Bharatiya Janata Party encashed bonds worth
6,060.5 crore, highest among all parties

more nxne to match the
buyers of the bonds with
the political parties which
ncashed them. On March
11, SC dismissed a plea fled
by the SBI seeking an ex-
ténsion ull June 30 for dis-
Samme of it il oo el
oral bonds. It asked that
he dara be submiried 10
the EC by Tuesday.
n affidavic filed in

emed and the money

was deposited in the Prime

Minister's National Relief

Fund, tn accordance with
the scheme’s rules.

(wum tnpurs from Sreepar-

Chakrabarty in New Del-
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Probe into Nijjar's
<comn
says Canada

NEW DELHI

Canada =sicl on Thursday that
irwests

Killing of Khatista: separa

leacer Hardeep Singh Nlu-r

statements by
New Zealand Deputy Prime

- Wirston Peters during.
s wvisit to Delhi . » PAGE 4

China gives bomb
disposal devices
to Sri Lanka

coLomno
Sei Lanka has recered a stock
of bomb squad equipment
through = grant froe the
Chinese miitary, the Sri

Lankan Arrmy has said. The

equin: »
primarily for screening, bomb
detection, and disposal,
according ta Army scurces in
Colombe. » PAGE 12

Snowscape valley

A thick blanket of snow covers an area near the Atal Tunnel in Manat following fresh snowfall on Thursday. P11

Gyanesh Kumar; Sukhbir Sandhu
appointed Election Commissioners

The Hindu Burean
NEW DELHI

President Droupadi Mur-
mu on Thursday appointed

The President is
pleased to appoint Shri
Gyanesh Kumar, IAS (retd)
and Dr. S|
Sandhu, IAS (retd) as Elec-
tion Commissioners _in
Election

date of assumption of
charge of their office.” a
<

oles: Former bureaucrats Gy

Rashtrapati Bhavan com-
mu

This & the first time that
Election Commissioners

cor ew
Chief Election Commis-
sioner and Other Election
<

yarseshs Kumar snd Sukhisi Singh
ier e v eppointad a2 Eta on Thursday. %

ommittee
2a'by the Prime Minister
a_ Union

Ainister by the

Prime Minister and (he

Stop ‘using’
Sharad Pawar

on party flyers,
SC tells Ajit

had
The Congress le.
said that he had submitted
a dissent note.

NEW DELHI

The Supfeme Court on
Thurs

Panel recommends
simultaneous polls

sand.
NEW DELHI

The highlevel commitiee
aded by former Presi-
dent Ram Nath Kovind has
recommended simuitane-
gus electians w the Lok
and State Assem-
Bhlor as the first step. and
hol, wnicipal = and
Panchayat poils within 100
Qays of the general election
in the next phase.
The committee

pages. -
Droupadi Murmu.
The report that is put in
the public domain, howev-
er. i 2321 page one.

The 22nd Law Commis-
sion, which Is examining
the Is is-

Backing the propesak: Former President Ram Nath Kovind
presents the report to President Droupads Murmu on Thursday. An

any such event but the te-
nure of the House will be

“only for the unexpired

sue, is also to

term of the im-
full

ponsible for Lok Sasbha and
Assembly polls, while local
body polls for munlclpali
el panchayats are
managed by State election
commi

1 all, 18 amendments to

and recommend the same
from the 2029 general elec-
tion cycle.

The Kovind panel report
will n
on the upcoming Lok Sab-

To synchronise the elec-
tions, the Ram Nath Ko-
vind Committee has sug-
gested that the President,
through a notification is-
sued on the first sitting of
the Lok Sabha post general

term of the House™.

When fresh elections
e balll fox Liptattis As-
en such new

soo!

tra Deputy Chief Minister

Ajit Pawar to not “ride pis-
k" on uncle and Na-

tonalist Congres:

NCP) Toundet Sharad Pa.

war to ges voes.

A Bench of Justices Su-
rya Kant and KV. Viswa-
nathan said Mr. Ajit Pawar
should desist from ush
the elder Pawar's photo-
graphs and name on
party pamphless and
notices.

FULL REPORT
»PAGES

Dater. This dace” would
mark the beginning of the
new electoral cycle. State
Assemblies, which are
formed after the ‘Appoint-
ed Date” and before the
completion of the Lok Sab-
ha's term, would

restore the cycle of simul-
taneous elections"

The panel has crafted its
recommendations in such
a way that they are in ac-
<o h the spirit of

before the subsequent gen
After_this,

ties, to prepare a common
electoral roll and voter 1D
cards. ese constitu-
tional amendments would
require by the

fresh elecy
could be held to constitute

States, the report said.
pmsenuy the EC is res-

the

Trould require bare mini-
mum amendments to the

Constirution, . an 1

statement said after the re-

port was handed over to

President Murma.
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»PAGES




&€ 5 C Mm 2% ecigov.in/disclosure-of-electoral-bonds R+ ¢ © O & [ 2 New Chrome availat

N | L Toll Free - 1950 | f X O Screen Reader Access | Skip to Main Content | | feat o<

WRd Fatea emam a

7
5‘\”& Election Commission of India

Disclosure of Electoral Bonds

Home | Political Parties / Disclosure of Electoral Bonds

Disclosure of Electoral Bonds

Details of Electoral Bonds submitted by SBI Part- II
#Date: Thursday 14 Mar 2024, 7:55 PM

Details of Electoral Bonds submitted by SBI Part- |
#Date: Thursday 14 Mar 2024, 7:53 PM



Poll bonds: 22 firms donated over 100 crore

Election Commission publishes the data on

poll bonds received from SBI on March 12

The Hindu Data Team
CHENNAI

uture Gaming and
Hotel Services PR,
whose managing di-
rector is lottery magnate
Santiago Martin, was the
single largest donor to pol-
itical parties between April
12, 2019 and January 24,
2024, according to the
electoral bonds data re-
leased by the State Bank of
India and published by the
Election Commission on
Thursday, on the orders of
the Supreme Court.

The firm donated a cum-
ulative sum of %1,368 crore
through electoral bonds
during this period. Inci-
dentally, the Enforcement
Directorate had attached
¥411 crore in the bank ac-
counts of this firm and oth-
er companies in March
2022 and had later filed a
prosecution  complaint
against it under the Pre-
vention of Money Launder-
ing Act, 2002 before the

F

PMLA Court, Kolkata on
September 9, 2023.

Among parties, the Bha-
ratiya Janata Party en-
cashed electoral bonds
worth ¥6,060.5 crore — the
highest among all parties —
within this period. In fact,
the BJP’s share of the total
bonds encashed by parties
was over 47.5%.

Other political parties
The All India Trinamool
Congress received
%1,609.50 crore (12.6%),
followed by the Congress,
which received 31,421.9
crore (11.1%), the second
and third biggest parties in
terms of encashment dur-
ing the period. The Bharat
Rashtra Samithi (9.5%), Bi-
ju Janata Dal (6.1%), and
Dravida Munnetra Kazha-
gam (5%) were the other
parties which encashed
more than I500 crore
worth of electoral bonds
during this period.
Overall, 22 donated
more than 3100 crore dur-

Lottery magnate’s firm which was under ED
pressure is single largest donor at 1,368 cr.

Top recipients

The Bharatiya Janata Party encashed electoral bonds worth
26,060 crore, the highest among all parties

Bharatiya Janata Party -

Value in  crore

All India Trinamool Congress - 1,609.5 g
Congress - 1,421.9 €
Bharat Rashtra Samithi - 1,214.7 ”
Biju Janata Dal - 775.5
DMK 639.0
e
0 2,000 4,000 6,000
ing this period. Megha En- Mining and Industries

gineering and Infrastruc-
tures Limited (MEIL),
headquartered in Hydera-
bad, was second on the
list, having donated 966
crore. Western UP Power
Transmission Company,
which is also part of MEIL
group of companies, do-
nated 3220 crore.

The other firms in the
top 10 donor list for this pe-
riod were: Qwik Supply
Chain (7410 crore), Haldia
Energy (3377 crore), Ve-
danta 375.65 crore), Essel

(3224.45 crore), Bharti Air-
tel (R198 crore), and Keven-
ter Foodpark Infra (3195
crore).

Other major buyers in-
clude: Grasim Industries,
Megha Engineering, Pira-
mal Enterprises, Torrent
Power, DLF Commercial
Developers, Apollo Tyres,
Lakshmi Mittal, Edelweiss,
PVR, Sula Wine, Welspun,
and Sun Pharma.

In total, electoral bonds
worth over 12,155 crore
were purchased by donors

in this period and more
than %12,769 crore were en-
cashed by all parties dur-
ing the same time.

The information was
put in the public domain
by the ECI on Thursday, af-
ter SBI disclosed the data
on March 12. The Supreme
Court had directed the EC
to host this information on
its website by March 15,
which it did on an “as is
where is” basis.

“In compliance of the
Hon’ble Supreme Court’s
directions, contained in its
order dated Feb 15 & March
11, 2024 (in the matter of
WPC NO.880 of 2017), the
State Bank of India (SBI)
had provided the data per-
taining to the electoral
bonds to the Election Com-
mission of India (EC) on
March 12, 2024. The Elec-
tion Commission of India
has today uploaded the da-
ta on electoral bonds on its
website as received from
SBI on ‘as is where is ba-
sis’,” the Election Commis-

sion said in a statement.

The information
uploaded on the EC web-
site showed that the SBI
shared two sets of data:
one with the name of the
purchaser of each electoral
bond, the date of pur-
chase, and the denomina-
tion of the bond; and
another with the name of
the political party, date
and denomination of
bonds encashed.

The data supplied by
SBI does not include the
serial numbers of the
bonds.

On February 15, Su-
preme Court had scrapped
the electoral  bonds
scheme, terming it “un-
constitutional”. It had
asked the SBI to submit to
the EC all details of the
bonds which had been pur-
chased since the interim
order of the court was is-
sued on April 12, 2019, till
date. On March 4, the SBI
sought additional time till
June 30, saying it needed

Bharatiya Janata Party encashed bonds worth
%6,060.5 crore, highest among all parties

more time to match the
buyers of the bonds with
the political parties which
encashed them. On March
11, SC dismissed a plea filed
by the SBI seeking an ex-
tension till June 30 for dis-
closure of the data on elec-
toral bonds. It asked that
the data be submitted to
the EC by Tuesday.

In an affidavit filed in
the SC on Wednesday, the
public sector bank said
that 22,217 electoral bonds
were issued between April
2019 and February 15,
2024. It said that political
parties had redeemed
22,030 bonds, while the re-
maining 187 were Te-
deemed and the money
was deposited in the Prime
Minister’s National Relief
Fund, in accordance with
the scheme’s rules.

(With inputs from Sreepar-
na Chakrabarty in New Del-
hi)

RETURN DOCUMENTS: EC
» PAGE 5



The top 20 electoral bond purchasers

From lottery to mining, from thermal power to mobile network — the top
donors, according to data uploaded by the Election Commission

TOP INDIVIDUAL
DONORS INLIST

$35,00,00,000
Future Gaming Megha Qwik Supply Haldia Lakshmi Niwas Mittal
and Hotel Engineering and Chain Energy Ltd
Services Pvt Ltd Infrastructure Ltd PvtLtd f377 cr t9) 5, 0 0, 00 l'000
1,368 cr 7966 cr t410cr S KR Raja JT
What it does: Dams and power Logisticsand ‘F:Lant |°Bcat"-‘c: in —
Lotterybusiness, jects. Based i ly chain. estBengal’s
HQinCaimbatore, S Etabishedin Hadia,est 2015 R20,00,00,000
establishedin 1991 est1089 2000 Rahul Bhatia
<14,00,00,000
Vedanta Essel Mining and Westemn Bharti Inder Thakurdas
Ltd Industries Ltd UP Power Airtel Ltd Jaisinghani
t376cr t225¢cr Transmission€o - ¥198 cr I
Mining, largest Iron ore mining, 7220 Cr Mobile network ﬂ3J001001000
producerof locatedin Production, operator Rajesh Mannalal
aluminiumin Mumbai, distribution of headquarteredin Agrawal
India, est 1965 est1950 power. Est 2009 New Delhi,
est 1995
<10,00,00,000
) o Raju Kumar Sharma
Keventer MKJ Enterprises Party-wise amount received (in ¥cr)
Food Park Ltd BJP i 6,060.51 <10,00,00,000
'f"f,'liatg t192cr T™c [ 1,609.53 RahulJagannath Joshi
Cr Tradingin
Dairyand FMCG, Etaiplesssteell INC i 1:421.87 ﬂ0,00,00,000
s\j'ngél':gzata =i BRS [ 1,214.71 Harmesh Rahul Joshi
BJD|  775.50
$8,20,00,000
Madanlal Ltd ¥186 cr; Yashoda Super Speciality Hospital ¥162 cr; Utkal Alumina International Ltd Anita Hemant Shah
%145 cr; DLF Commercial Developers Ltd 130 cr; Jindal Steel and Power Ltd ¥123 cr; BG Shirke
Construction Technology Pvt Ltd 3119 cr; Dhariwal Infrastructure Ltd ¥115 cr; Avees Trading Finance Pvt tﬁ - 00 ;00 - 000

Ltd ¥113 cr; Torrent Power Ltd ¥107 cr; Birla Carbon India Pvt Ltd ¥105 cr Kiran Mazumdar Shaw



Gyanesh Kumar, Sukhbir Sandhu
appointed Election Commissioners

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

President Droupadi Mur-
mu on Thursday appointed
retired bureaucrats Gya-
nesh Kumar and Sukhbir
Singh Sandhu as Election
Commissioners. A selec-
tion panel, headed by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, had earlier recom-
mended their names.

“The  President is
pleased to appoint Shri
Gyanesh Kumar, IAS (retd)
and Dr. Sukhbir Singh
Sandhu, IAS (retd) as Elec-
tion Commissioners in
Election Commission of In-
dia with effect from the
date of assumption of
charge of their office,” a

fad ¥ |

Sandhu who were appointed as ECs on Thursday. ANI

Rashtrapati Bhavan com-
munique said.

This is the first time that
Election Commissioners
have been appointed in ac-
cordance with the new
Chief Election Commis-
sioner and Other Election
Commissioners (Appoint-

R N

ment, Conditions of Ser-
vice and Term of Office)
Act, 2023 brought in by the
government in December.
According to the Act, a
selection committee head-
ed by the Prime Minister
and comprising a Union
Minister nominated by the

Prime Minister and the
Leader of Opposition in
the Lok Sabha will select
members of the Election
Commission.

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah and Congress
leader Adhir Ranjan
Chowdhury are members
of the current committee.

After the meeting, Mr.
Chowdhury told the media
that a total of six shortlist-
ed names had been shared
with him barely 10 minutes
before the meeting.

Mr. Chowdhury said
that late on Wednesday
night, a list of 212 names
had been shared with him.
The Congress leader also
said that he had submitted
a dissent note.



Constitutional Body overview

Formed

Jurisdiction

Headquarters

Employees

Constitutional
Body executives

25 January 1950; 74
years ago

(Later celebrated as

National Voters' Day)

Ministry of Law and
Justice, Government of
India

Nirvachan Sadan,
Ashoka Road, New
Delhil']

- 28°37'26"N
77°12'40"E
Around 3002

Rajiv Kumar, Retd.IAS
, Chief Election
Commissioner of India
Gyanesh Kumar,
Retd.|AS
, Election
Commissioner of India
Sukhbir Singh Sandhu,
Retd.IAS
, Election
Commissioner of India

Chief Election Commissioner of

Incumbent
Rajiv Kumar
since 15 May 2022

Election Commission of India

Nominator
Appointer
Term length

Inaugural
holder

Deputy

Salary

Website

Union Council of Ministers
President of India

6 years or up to 65 years of
age

(whichever is prior)

Sukumar Sen

Election Commissioners of
India

Deputy Election
Commissioners of India

%250,000 (US$3,100) per
monthl 2]

Election Commission of
Indiat?
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Land in J&K allotted
to build Maharashitra
Bhawan

Blue Star AC firm’s
planned investment in
Andhra Pradesh

Prize money for the
Mumbai team for
winning Ranji trophy

People arrested in
Mizoram for not
having ILP

India’s ranking in HIDI
among 193 nations in
2022
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CAA and status of _]udlcnal proceedlngs

The story so far:
our years after Parliament

d nship
Amendment Act (CAA), 2019,
the Ministry of Home Affairs

(MELA) notified the rules to implement the

law on March 1L It fast-tracks citizenship

for undaocumented mmdgranes from six
non-Muskim conmmunities — Hindu, Sikh,

Buddhist, Parsi, Christian and lain — from

and

The £AA is also under challenge before
ral

the Supreme Coust, with seve
petitioners moving fresh pleas seeking a
v on the Implementarion of the rules.

what are the
In December 2019, Parliament passed an
amendment to The Citizenship Act, 1955
(1955 Acty iner new proviso m
Section 260dh) which defnes —llegal
migrants” Accordingdy, andooum,

i o

eligible for citizenship under the 1955 Act_

Line Permit (ILF) is needed the
concerned State roments
A key concern is thar when viewed in
all-india

Narlonal Reglster of insdian Cizens
(NIRIC), the has hE putend.al o

residing in indis. e of people
excluded from NRIC,

¢y notified rules eased the

Brotest march: 8 otitions chafienge the Ctimensl

2019 amendrment. In its 2021-22 Annual
Report, e TATLA Stabed That i SO, 1411
ol

by AFE

that the law will further maultply the

“uncontrolled influx of illegal migrants
Assam

from Bangladesh to.

How has the Supreme Court

responded?
Calling the CAA 2 “ben
= the

that the law does not in any manner affect
af

a local body can be a replacement for a

legislarion’s enactment in
Zoas, e Indlian Lo Ml m League
URIL) filed a petition challenging its
constiturionality. which was joined by
close to 200 These

the
these Stares amn:r.e pen:ep‘llnn of fear
Thar may be nr amongs: minocites
n prer The o0 fretes SHSTIoT s hase
countries.”
On December 18, 2019, a Bench,
Jues

challenge the Iawﬁ:rvk‘lladngn\.l’dcle i oof
the q_onsmun.on by making religion a

register.

District Collectors in five Stares with high
migrant populations the power to grant
o groups

'l'he (.M]-agalscbee‘ndubbedasa

mowve subwvert the Assam Accord of 1985
that any person who cannot prove
his ancestry beyond March 24, 1971, as an
alien does not differentiate

an
grounds of religion. The petitions contensd

the government publicise
the actual intemnt of the Act. The court

rejected a similar plea for stay on lanuary
23, 2020, by underscoring that it Deeds to

since then. As per the Supreme Court's
website, the petitions are currently listed
before a Bench headed by Justice Pankaj
mirhial,

Why are petitioners seeking o stay on

The 1u~u_ L. amd others have moved the rop
a stay on the rules nosified

They have pointed out how the Centre
had earfier averted a push for & stay of the

with the tlered scruting of applications. for
(_nlle:lnrs on the

Tecomme state
Eovernmients as 0o the wisdom of granting
witizership.

They eald that the government ought to
have waited for a final decision from the
Supreme Court before implementing the
Tules.

Last year, a fiveju
nsttution Bench ked by GIL DY,
Chvncirchund tserved it verdet
validity of Section A afier or.
observing that the provision was enacted
as a humanitarian measure in wake of
the 1971 Bangiadesh Liberation War and
was desply nterwoven in the country’s
i

on the

stony.
Section 64 determines who ks a
foreigner in Assam by establishing March
24, 1971, as the cut-off date
thaose

Assam Accord since it establishes a
differens tmeline.

THE GIST

The Ministey of Horme Affairs
notified the mules to
the A, whi

Supreme Court

Petitiors challenge the Cl's

canstitutionality, arguing it

Petiticrs seek @ stay on the
notified rules,
critscising the bypassing of

What are the causes of the
flare-up in eastern Congo?

MWhar are the under|

reasons behind the renewed cdashes between the Congolese army and the M2

rebels? How has the humanitarian crisis worsened as a result of the recent escalation in violenos?

Samredds

The story so far:
g i
ratic Republic of C
s Bie :parltedglnbal
concern, worsening the
humanitarian crisis. Fighting between the
= backed

arry
MZ3 group intensified around sake and

What is the confli
An unending cycle 'S wiolence has

< -
..

of the central
th the

what ks now known as

in the subsequent days, around two
million pecple crossed the Congolese
barder {then known as Zaire) to setile in
refugee camps in the eastern provinces of
rorth Kiva and South Kivi as a Tutsi
government gained control of Rwandsa.

Tursi milstias also banded together to
fight extremist Hutus as tensions

Liberarion of Congo (AFDL) an the other,

Iocal o and

oatriia allowd s
organise in the east to fight against
Rwanda

Since then, several agreements have
been signed to put an end to what has

been called one of the world's deadliest
condlicts since the Second World Yar, bur
fighting has continued.
Who are the M23 rebels?
The March 23 Movement or M23, formed
in 2012, claims to defiend Tutsl nterests
against Hiuns militias. Originaning from

=

escalation in

The International

THE GIST

MZE rebels have raised global

The canflict exacerbates the
husmanitanan criss in the

Fatalities, displacements, and
Food secirity risks

The United Naticns and sevesal




Prize money for the
Mumbai team for
winning Ranji trophy

in X crore. Mumbai won a
10 record-extending 42nd Raniji

title after beating Vidarbha.
The triumphant Mumbai team will receive

an additional %5 crore on top of the 5
crore prize money already decided. e1i




Administrator
Headquarters
Format

First edition

Latest edition

Next edition

Tournament format

Number of teams
Current champion
Most successful
Qualification

Most runs

Most wickets

TV

Website

Longest continuous
champion

BCCI

Mumbai
First-class cricket
1934-35

2023-24 Raniji
Trophy

2023-24

Round-robin, then
knockout

38

Mumbai (42 titles)
Mumbai (42 titles)
Irani Cup

Wasim Jaffer
(12,038)
1996-2020

Rajinder Goel (640)
1958-1985

e Sporits18

e JioCinema
[1]

www_.bcci.tv i

Mumbai



Express Chief of Bureau is joint
winner of Chameli Devi award

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, MARCH 14

THE INDIAN Express’s Chief of
National Bureau (govt) Ritika
Chopra and independent jour-
nalist Greeshma Kuthar have
been jointly awarded the
Chameli Devi Jain Award 2024
for Outstanding Woman Media
Person of the Year.

The Media Foundation, in a
statement, said Chopra, who is
also the national education edi-
tor at The Indian Express, “is
known for her in-depth inves-
tigative stories in the fields of ed-
ucation and government policy”.

Commending Kuthar for her
“deeply-researched long-form
investigative reporting from
conflict areas such as Manipur”,
the Foundation inits release said
that her reportage has a strong
focus on the social and cultural
impact of national political nar-
ratives on India’s marginalised
communities.

An independent jury com-
prising senior journalist and

Express’s Ritika Chopra and
(right) Greeshma Kuthar

columnist Radhika Ramaseshan
(Chair),award-winning journal-
ist and author Mariyam Alavi,
and Down to Earth managing ed-
itor Richard Mahapatra selected
the winners from more than 65
entries of women journalists.
The award presentation will
take placeat 6 pmon Friday atthe
India International Centre, New
Delhi (CD Deshmukh Hall). It will
be followed by the BG Verghese
Memorial Lecture, to be delivered
by TN Ninan, editor and author,on
‘Work and Wages: Old Challenges
in the Age of Automationand AI’.
Set up by the Media

Foundation in 1980, the Chameli
Devi Jain Award for Outstanding
Woman Media Person of the
Year is named after Chameli Devi
Jain, a freedom fighter and com-
munity reformer, who was im-
prisoned during India’s inde-
pendence movement.

The first award was given in
1982 and since then, it has been
presented every year to those
practising impactful journalism
in fields such as social develop-
ment, politics, gender justice,
human rights, health, conflict
and consumer values.

Past winners include Barkha
Dutt, Neerja Chowdhury, Usha
Rai, Pamela Philipose, Sunita
Narain, Nirupama Subramanian,
and Patricia Mukhim. The award
has also recognised women
journalists from rural areas
whose stellar work often goes
unnoticed.

The Media Foundation was
instituted in 1979 with the aim of
upholding freedom of speech, ex-
pressionand informationand en-
hancing the quality of life through
media and communication.



India’s ranking in HDI
among 193 nations In
2022

After a drop in its Human
Development Index value
in 2021 and following a

flat trend, India’s HDI value has increased
marginally to 0.644 in 2022. 1




 The Human Development Index (HDI) is a composite measure
used to assess a country’s overall development.

* |t considers three key dimensions: life expectancy, education
(measured by mean years of schooling and expected years of
schooling for children), and gross national income (GNI) per
capita based on purchasing power parity (PPP).

* The HDI ranges from 0 to 1, with higher values indicating better
human development outcomes.



The 2023-24 Human Development Report shows Switzerland, Norway and
Iceland leading the human development index, while Central African Republic,
South Sudan and Somalia lagged the furthest behind.

The Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (commonly known as North Korea)

and Monaco were not ranked in the list of countries and economies by UNDP.

India’s loss in HDI due to inequality is 31.1%. South Asia’s loss in the HDI due to

inequality is among the highest in the world (after sub-Saharan Africa),
followed by the Pacific.




As per the latest report, In 2022, India saw improvements across all HDI indicators which
includes life expectancy, education, and Gross National Income (GNI) per capita.

Life expectancy rose from 67.2 to 67.7 years

expected years of schooling reached 12.6

mean years of schooling increased to 6.57

GNI per capita saw an increase from $6,542 to $6,951.

Between 1990 and 2022, India saw its HDI value increase by 48.4%, from 0.434 in 1990
to 0.644 in 2022.




India moves a notch
up in UN’s human
development index

PRIYANSH VERMA
New Delhi, March 14

INDIA'S RANK IN the United Nations’
Human Development Index (HDI)
improved from 135 in 2021 to 134 in
2022, even though the latest standing was
stilllowerthan 132 in 2020.

The indexvalueincreasedto 0.644in
2022 from 0.633 in 2021, which
retains the country in the “medium
human development” category.

According to the 2023-24 UNDP
Human Development Report,

mitmentovertime toaccelerate economic
growth and improve the quality of life for
its citizens.But thereisroom forimprove-
ment. With a renewed focus on women-
led development, India can furtherunlock
socio-economic progress, paving the way
for a brighter and more equitable future
forall,”said Caitlin Wiesen, resident repre-
sentative, United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP) India.

However,the report notes even though
the global overall HDI value is greater
thanitwasin 2019,but that doesn’t mean
the world has recovered fully

India saw improvements India saw from the effects of the Covid-
across all HDI indicators in improvements 19 pandemic, compounded
2022 — life expectancy,edu- across all indicators by other global crises.

cation and gross national —Jife expectancy, “The 2023 figure remains

income (GNI) per capita. Life
expectancy rose from 67.2 to
67.7 years, expected years of
schooling reached 12.6,mean
years of schooling increased to
6.57,and GNI per capita saw
an increase from $6,542 to
$6,951,thereport said.

As many as 193 countries are assessed
for HDI. India also demonstrated
progress in reducing gender inequality.
India’s Gender Inequality Index (GII)
value of 0.437 is better than the global
and South Asian averages.

“This highlights the country’s com-

education and
gross national
income per capita,
according to the
UN report

below the level that was pre-
dicted before the pandemic.
Essentially, we have not
reached the level of human
development that could have
been expected had the pan-
demic not happened,” the
reportsaid.

Between 1990 and 2022, the country
saw its HDI value increase by 48.4%p,
from 0.434 in 1990 to 0.644 in 2022.
India has also shown progress in reduc-
ing gender inequality and ranks 108 out
of 166 countries in the GII 2022, the
report noted.
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Tamil Nadu tops illegal
trade in shark body parts

Tamil Nadu accounted for almost 65% of the
a trade in shark parts, a new analysis
W Incdia by

rore alon aized The factshecs ftked ~reetted in
legal wildlife trade: Sharks of India” sabd
Karnataka, Gujaras, Kerala, and Maharashtra
follow Tamil Madu in illegal shark wrade.

‘India likely to
start free trade
deal talks

with EAEU”

Kallol Bhattacherjee
EW DELHI

s “seriously comnsi-
d.erlng" starting

remarks from the Belaru-
sian Minister acquire sig-
nificance as Bela b

Iy considering staring ne-
gotiations on a free trade
- Of course, we

Panel formed to reform prices
of and medical devices

The Department of Pharmaceuticals (Pricing
Division) has formed a committee to reform the
pricing framework for drugs and medical
devices. The panel ls lilely v submit its repor in
the next three months. It s man, 1o g
inputs regarding institutional reforms within the
NPPA and balancing price and availabilicy of

e o
Semratn ot amd expaTts, O Maseh 13, e

Department of Pharmaceuticals; Chairman,
NPPA; and Sensor Economic Adviser, Department
of Pharmaceuricals.

agreed to in_con-
tacts on this issue,” Mr
Aleinik was quoted as say-
ng by Belta, the stase-

el s organisation.

system of interna re-
lations, & yust, mGmBolar
world order, which would

based on the principles
of equality of states and
the balance of interests of
all UN members,” Mz Alsi-
mik said.

Modi will travel to
Bhutan next week

ter the two leade)

ﬁ\.\eday visit 1 el and 2
expected  to renem | to
Thimpho on after
which Mr. bodl wi vl travel
there. officlals
o press atemens was
made after the meeting,
but Mr. Modi posted on X
that he had ~productive
discussions encompa.
warious aspects of [India-
Bhutan’s] unigque and spe
clal  partnership=  and
thanked the King of Bhu-
an Mr. T for the invi-
tation o Bhutan  nest

Prime Ministers acoep-

e ~Modi i also agreed

o visit Bhastan soon... mnext
week n fact!™ he added.

anncuncement ks

slgnlﬁ:am as it not only in-

dicates the strong thes bet-

i e Mrester P
cournerpar, Tshering Tabgay, n Mew Delhi on Thursday.

ween Bhutan and India,

red. Repors had indi-
cated thar the announce-
ment of dares by the Elec-
tion  Commission  could

1o Mr. Modis wravel, ho-
wever, officials sald that
might major

me.
signed during the visit to
utan.
Mr. Tobgay is in India on

weith his Bfutan

his firse international visit

strengthening
trade, raising mvestment
lewels in infrastructure pro-
e

fulness City [GMC] on Bhu-
tan's southern border with
India is watching
Bhutan-China  talks  on
ary  demarcation

ments strategy on the s
sue are

Study flags mixed
implementation of
Forest Rights Act

CUWAHATE

A factfinding committee
formed by Call for Justice,

A
five States across  the
The States studied by an
ommittee,

Hasao and Hailakandi -
and found thar the FRA in
its current form does not

districts where the team

been part of the apends.

The FRA implementa-

Delhi-based

that jhon cultivation
in the northeast

in Maharashira’s Gad-

Chiroll was found 1o be sa

while  the

Dress was not completed
in Mashisk.

The team found “sub-

stantial advancement™ in

in d Sundar-
garh districts of N

. i was ob-
served that a significant

According to Ministry of
Tribal Affairs daca,
5.07% of the claims filed for

IFR  were recognised,

rmataka
had the highest rate of IFR
clakms reje among the

agencies
about the distinction bet-
ween the two.” the report

Govt. blocks 18 OTT platforms
for streaming obscene content

and 57 social ouedia
handles linked to

abuse under the guise of
“creative expression”

on

Gon Technology Act, the
il th

n, “ode, and the
Indecent Representation
of Women {Prohibition)

Act. While seven of the
blocked apps were hosted
on Google Flay Store, three

on Apple App Store,
the Mini

“Unbon Minister for In-

2.
try said & significant por-
tion of the content

found to be obscene and
portrayed women in a de-

meaning man
it depn:(sd lm.dl(y andt
sexual acts in

propriae contexts; such as
datiomnshi

Centre unveils project
for cashless treatment
of road crash victims

The Hindu Burean
WEW DELHI

tent  inchsded  sexual | The Road Transport and
<, in ! ¥ om
stances, ses-
e ol poromaphie | pilet. projecr o provde
and  sexually  explicit | cashless treatment of up to
scenes devold of any the- | £1.5 lakh wo afl vicrims of
or socletal  rele- mad accidents

Vance.” it said.

One of the OTT apps
had amassed over one
crore  downloads, while
two had over !

Play Store. =
ihne platborms eoenabe.
Iy utilised social media to
dissemninate trailers, spec-
iic scenes,
nks aimed at attracting

e piot pcojec:wm be
Chandigarh

e Ministry said i a
statement.

wictims will be entited
o cashless weatment of up
o 1.5 lakh per person for

to their
and apps. The social media
accounts ... had a cumula-
wive followership of over 32
Lk users,” it said. The ac-

a peried of se-
ven days from the date of
the accident.

The scheme will be ap-
plicable to all victims of

were on
€12}, Instagram (173, X (16,
and YouTube (12

road accid iz a
motor wehicle which oc-
curTed on any category of

road. The packages for

Manirl Jan Aragye Yojana
will d under

Will oust BJP this election,
says Kisan Mahapanchayat

NEW DELHI

Thousands of farmers,
who gathered here om
Thursday for a Késan Ma-

privgeradeiriigs
by hospitals for providing
i

treatment reim-
bursed from the Motor
wehicle accident Fund.

with the police, hos-
pitals and the Staze Heakn

the BIP in the Lok Sabha
election.
ng thar the poli-
cles of the G were
pro-corporate  and  anti-
farmer, the SKM gave a call
for mass protests against

killing of four farmers and
a journalist ar Lakhimpur
Kheri during the 2020-21
farmers” protests.

A resolusion adopred at
the mahapanchayat also
decided e and

Dissent naode: Farmers atiending the Kisan Mahapanchayst at the

nish™ the BJP fos not m-
plementing  the Swami

nathan Commission  for-
mula on minimum support
price. “The real homage to

M.S. Swaminathan is not
conferring the Bharar Rat-
na on him, but impeme;

said.
He more than one
lakh farmers commirted

Rarriila Masicksn im e Delhi on Thurscsy. S-Uas-i SHER-AR HASHERS

subcide in the first eight
years of the Modi regime.

Trade unions”
Promising their support,
10 Central trade unions, in
2 message to the mahapan-
chayar, said the workers
were with the farmers after
the

was posi
ger 59 the core values our-
ned in the Constitmrion.
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Example of sibling bonding

never ane is fieeling down or sorrowful,

wise men say

Whe
reading of the Ramayana will uplift such a person. Every
character in the epbe will show all of us the way forward in

Abowe all, it showcases sibling bond

ma is a stellar example
Lakshman,

ing.
ple of the ideal brother, right

was piaced in the same crib as his older brother, was in-
separable from Rama. n sage Viswamitra rie:
the Hama to hi ook Lakshman

and set out ‘bring fama, the lawful
Wausalya e growing ranks of people de-

also joined

hya.
termined o go to the forest. Guha, the boatman who Ra-

ma embraced as his own s
EBharata’s motive;

. was initially suspictous of
ming face to face with

er, upon oo
Eharatas mobiiy.
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Centre unveils project
for cashless treatment
of road crash victims

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Road Transport and
Highways Ministry on
Wednesday announced a
pilot project to provide
cashless treatment of up to
1.5 lakh to all victims of
road accidents.

The pilot project will be
undertaken in Chandigarh
to establish an “ecosystem
for providing timely medi-
cal care to the victims of
road accidents, including
during the golden hour,”
the Ministry said in a
statement.

Victims will be entitled
to cashless treatment of up
to 1.5 lakh per person for
a maximum period of se-
ven days from the date of
the accident.

The scheme will be ap-
plicable to all victims of
road accidents involving a
motor vehicle which oc-
curred on any category of

road. The packages for
trauma and polytrauma of-
fered under the Pradhan
Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana
will also be co-opted under
the scheme. Claims raised
by hospitals for providing
treatment will be reim-
bursed from the Motor
Vehicle Accident Fund.

The golden hour is the
period following an injury
during which there is high-
est likelihood of preventing
death by providing prompt
medical care, according to
the Motor Vehicles Amend-
ment Act, 2019.

The amendment also
provided for “a scheme for
cashless treatment of road
accident victims” as well as
a Motor Vehicle Accident
Fund. The National Health
Authority will be the im-
plementing agency for the
programme, and will coor-
dinate with the police, hos-
pitals and the State Health
Agency.
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Free electricity through solar rooftops to 1 crore
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ELECTION COMIMISSION PUTSOUT
bond buyers, party redemptions

lonors account for just under half of
he total Rs 12,156 crore purchased
hrough electoral bonds 2019-24

NJISHNU DA
DAMININATH
EW DELHI.MARCH 14

TLEAST o ey o
Ehtical funding o lndu fitred
of

donated how much 1o political
e——

A large number of donors.

‘ PETITIONER LAWYER BHUSHAN
says will ask SC to match lists

DEEPTIMAN TIWARY
& MAHENDER SINGH

cle.
e

nd pe by €
upreme Court which silul.k
own the electoral

reme — introduced by the first
arendra Modi govemnment in
DIS — the Election

J—
range from mining and metals.
vy and © an
pharmaceuticals_ and real estate

i comssiction.

FEndsa released Yhuxsd.ay the
St of those who purchased
ads. Among the beggest comn-
anies that donated money to
olitical parties through the
loceneal Bood scherme are Anit
[— noted Vedanta Led.
nel AtitEal- promoted Bhoarti
Ertei, AV Birks Group-promoted
ssed Mining Lid. Bajay

Ad DEFLoa

The total amount donated
oxder the scheme from April L
DIS to February 15. 2024, was
5 12,156 croce. of which atmoss
alf came from the top 20
Bnoes alone. the data prov
v the State Bank of indlia to the
3 showed.

WWhatis missing. however is
e bond rermnbes against
3ch purchase and encashoment.
et wonld have revealed who

the top 20

omors cotneed for Rs 2530

crore. which is almost 48 per

cent of the total bonds pur-

chased between Apes 2019 and
2024.

The Donor Number 1 is
Future Caming. 3 lottery com
cwvived by Chennai-based

tiagn Marvin, wh
chased bonds worth Rs 1.368
crore. followed by Megha
e and Infrastrcture
PP Reddy and

Number 3 is Quwik in
Pt Led with Rs 410 crose in bond
purch

Theee companies from West
Beneal. Keventer Food Parkinfra
Lol Bakr: Enserpeises Led
il L1, wiich are reated
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

TO7CRTWO MONTHS AFTER VICTORY

I'MC at No. 2 with

Rs 1,609 crore, its bond
-edemption surged
ifter Assembly win

ALMANI VERMA
ANJISHNU DAS
EW DELHILMARCH 14

ED edecoral bords
v the Mamata Banerjee-led
sdia Trinamool Congress

Ape 2019 and Januar

i Octobes-November 2020
and January 2021, the party re-
deemed 65 electoral bonds
worth Rs 43.4 crore — this was
also the fisst year of the Covid

arties
sy
asty Swept the West Bengal
ssembily efections in 2021
Accordng to data uploaded
v the Election Commenissicn, the

Assembly elections were

IEACHED ACROSS POLITICAL DIVIDE

Bond Buyer No.

DELHIL MARCH 14

AREE OF the top five poll bond
© political parties be-

par bought bonds
even as they face Enforcesnment
Directorate and Income Tax
probes.

These include lottery com-
pany Futuse Gaming. nfrastrac-

ure firm Megha Engineering
Sk prining ghant Vedar

The Puschaser Of elec-
soral bonds in the data released
by the Electson Commission
Thursday is Future Gaming
Hotets Pyt Ltd run by Santiago

ery company has

purchased bonds wosth RS 1300
crore between 2019 and 2024

Notably. ED began 4 money

Laundering peobe against Future
Gaming in early 2019 By July
thae year. it had Mrached assets

eocth aver RS 250 croee belong-

| MOST FIRMS IN AREASTHAT NEED
Centre, State licences, approvals

Who paid the parties

INFRASTRUCTURE, CONSTRUCTION, MINING, PHARMA COMPANIES DOMINATE DONOR LIST

FUTURE GAMING, MEGHA ENGINEERING, VEDANTA

3 of top 5 donors bought bonds with
ED and I-T knocking on their door

5 days after ED attached Rs 409-cr assets, Future Gaming bought bonds worth Rs 100cr

ing to the company. On Aped 2.

517, five days after the
attachment of these assets.

crore in electoral boods.
ED

Martin Lomery Agencies Lud) on

ONE NATION, ONE ELECTION REPORT

Curtail terms of
Assemblies, sync
with Lok Sabha
polls: Kovind panel

Former President Ram Nath Kovind p-csemszherepon to

he basis filed
b Contral Buseac of investiga:
ton (CBI). According to ED.

Law
Anegh\nal(zndﬁotnleﬁ)lsalsos«n. pane!lnch.-ded
sanuyknﬂuri.vonnen.eaderor

(fromleﬁ)ex—m
n RS Ghulam

Criminal conapiracy & i

Future Gaming bought Rs 100 the provisions Lottery
1atson Act. 1998 and
n by <h
unders the provisions of PMLA  Sikkim Government
n and his Martin nis associates

against Santiago
company M/s Future Gaming
Solutions (P) Ltd {Presentty M/s
Future Gaming and Hotel
Services (P) Lrd and formerly

The top 20 electoral bond purchasers

data uph

From lottery to mining, from thermal power to mobile network — the top
i £/ Sl by the E o= =

Feture Gaming Mecha Qweik Supply Haldia
Services Infrastructure
¥377cr
T1.368cr ¥966cr ¥410cr Thacrnal power
eartat does: . oot
Hane e o e RIS
et 251 =S E=x
Vedanta Essed Mining and Westem Bharti
Led 1 UP Power Adrtel Ltd
¥376cr ¥225cr Tememlonton 198 cr
Mine lergest Fon ore rrerang. ¥220cr Motsie netwark
- ocatedin opcator
fiingiomg -3 53 ey
sk — power. Est 2009 x
== i Party-wise amount received (in Tcr)
Food Park Lad BuP
;'i‘é"t‘_’ TI92cr TnC [ 1.609.53
il S i e I .a21.87
Skt inee v srs 121471
suo [l 775.50
Lidl CESG or; g =]
©1as cr; DUr €123 cx- BC Shwirhe
preey
bropaspn — v fencis Pt LEd €305 r

Separting by Anjishen: Do Adye Coyet. Sukfiman MalSc Shyith #Kunhisy

: Santiago Martin,

abourer turned Lottery King’

RUN JANARDHANAN

HENNAL MARCH 14
HE STORY of Santiago Mastin of
uture Gaming and Hotel
sces £s ome that mtertwines
scandals:

recamorphosed
Ottery King' Despete his hem
le beginnigs, Martin's reptsta

on brirgecned as be navigated
e murky waters of Indian pol-
ics while selling dreams and
srtunes to ordinary people

hrough botteries.
cording to dat
Election Commission

site. MArTin's Commpary par-
chased electoral b
Rs 1368 crore between April
2019 and January 2024

34T CoeTses [0 Dussiness in

South India, few names have

INSIDE

FACING GST HEAT

made illezal Zain to the extent of
Rs 9103 crores on sccount of in-
flating the prize winrns tokets

CONTINUEDONPAGE 12

JINDAL, K RUNGTA
Mining, steel
majors spent
825 crore,
among them
firms awaiting
green nod

PR S TV
NSwe DELI MARCH 19

THE GIANTS of India’s mining
and steel conglomerates —
Vedanta Limited.

Private Limited.
Power (JSPL). Essel M
Endustries Limited (
Dempo — put together bought
RS 525 crore worth of electoral
bonds, sccording to data made
public the Election

A telling pattern: In
pharma, different firms
buy bonds on same days

BARIK
& AANCHAL MAGAZINE
NEW DELHI, MARCH 14

FROM PHARMACEUTICAL coem-
panies buying electoral bonds en
masse in 2022 w tructao

Boods in apparent tandem over
s, In some
h regu-
fatory or investigative action
some of thesn faced.
An illustrative example: On
one pasticular day. Novernber 10
2022, major ph

herm 2015 and 2023, the elec
toral bonds data released
Elecrion Commission ol ndia re-
veals a teSing pattern: compa-
nies in specific sectors bousht

Cipla. Dr Reddy’s. and

Nabi
S Finance Commmmimion ox chat
Lok Sabha ex-Secr:

etaryCenecral Subhash C Kastyap. P11
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Simultaneous polls can be held as early
as 2029 if next govt accepts report

DAMININATH
& RITIKACH A
NEW DELHL MARCH 14

TO SET in motion the process of

In case the government falis
in the Centre or any State. the

WHAT NEXT?

GOVT WILL bring in
constitutional amendments.

has rec

that elections should be held

only for the remainder of the
conTIN

Opp opposed, raised

concermns on

Constitutional changes

LALMANI VERMA
& ANJIS! DAS
NEW DELHS MARCH 14

OUT OF the 47 political parties.

the parties, importa
ther BJP allies_ or friendly to-
wards the party.

Of the 15 againse, five are par-
ties ourside the NDA umbreila
which are in power in states, in-

In 2l while 26 parties which
sbuymer ke P et

will be held within 100 d.ys of
these

federalism,

s UK
By UNNY

BuUsINESS

UAL

MORE REPORTS
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Ex-bureaucrats Sukhbir
Sandhu, Gyanesh Kumar
new ECs; Adhir dissents

MANOJCG
NEW DELFS MARCH 12

RETIRED 1AS officers Gyanesh

Sl

Kumar and Sukhbir Sensh
Sandhu were b si
Election Commissioners  Gyanesh Kumar

Thursclay. hours after heir sefec-
Thon by a theee-mesnber commit—
by the Prime Mirsszer.

purchased
ng close to Rs 50
crose. A day later, Glenmark and
AManksnd aiso puschased bonds
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Sandbu, former Chief
Secretary of Utzarakhand, was
named Secrecary. Lokpal in
February this year on contract

basss. Kurnas retired in January
as Secretary. Ministry of
Cooperation. He was in the
Ministry of Home Affairs ac the
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2




® SNAPSHOT

How Bharat spends

McKmsey coined the
term ‘revenge
spending’ in
2021 to explain
the surge in
luxury goods
spending
immediately
after Covid era
restrictions were
lifted. So what is India spending on now?
The Household Consumption Expenditure
Survey 2022-23 by the Ministry of Statistics
and Programme Implementation gives us a
clear picture of the expenditure patterns
across India and all the mini Indias within
it. Rediffusion’s Bharat Lab has culled out
key learnings for marketers and product
innovators. Glimpses:




CONSUMPTION SHIFTS

(%) 1999-00 W 2004-05 WM 2009-10 1M 2011-12 W 2022-23

Cereal substitutes Gram

Pulses & pulse products

Fruits (fresh)

1.42
1.46
1.93

2.25
2.54

Cereal

Source: Household Consumption Expenditure Report by Rediffusion




The High Level
Committee on One
Nation, One Election
submitted its report on
holding simultaneous
polls to President
Droupadi Murmu on
Thursday.

We look at the
recommendations and
the Constitutional
amendments that

will be needed to
make them work
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elections are now
heldinayear

according to the
high-level committee

1957

saw simultaneous polls
held in Bihar, Bombay,
Madras, Mysore, Punjab,
UP & West Bengal

1967

was the last year when
elections to the Lok Sabha
and state Assemblies were
held simultaneously




® Recommendations of the committee

THE HIGH-LEVELCOMMITTEE
(HLC) headed by former
President Ram Nath Kovind has
recommended that the
Constitution be amended to
enable simultaneous elections
in two steps. In the first step,
simultaneous elections would
be held to the Lok Sabha and
the state Assemblies. For this, no
ratification by the states will be
required for the constitutional
amendment. This would
synchronise the electoral cycles

ofthe central and state
governments and bring back
simultaneous elections.

In the second step, local
body polls will be synchronised
with elections to the Lok Sabha
and state Assembliesin such a
way that polls to the municipal-
ities and the panchayats are
held within 100 days of the
elections to Lok Sabha and state
Assemblies. This will require
ratification by not less than
one-half of the states.

@ How will the proposal be implemented?

THE HLC HAS suggested that an
implementation group be
constituted to look into the
execution ofits
recommendations. For meeting
logistical requirements, the
Election Commission of India
will plan and estimate in
advance, in consultation with
the State Election Commissions,
and take steps for the
deployment of manpower,
polling personnel, security
forces, electronic voting

machines etc. For preparation of
single electoral roll and electoral
photo identity cards for use in
elections to all the three tiers of
government, the Constitution
will have to be amended, so that
the Election Commission of
India can prepare a single
electoral rolland election IDin
consultation with the State
Election Commissions. These
amendments will require
ratification by not less than
one-half of the states.

financialexp.epapkin



® Need for simultaneous polls

ACCORDINGTOTHEHLC
report, the country now sees
five to six electionsina year —
if municipalities and panchayat
elections are also included,
the number of elections will
increase manifold. Frequent
elections burden the
government exchequer with
additional expenditure.

If the expenditure incurred

by political partiesis also
added, these figures will be
even higher.

Asynchronous elections cause
uncertainty and instability,
thwarting supply chains,
business investments and
economic growth. Frequent
imposition of the Model Code of
Conduct once poll dates are
announced causes policy
paralysis and slows down the
pace of the developmental
programmes. Staggered polls
induce 'voters' fatigue' and
present a significant challenge
in ensuring their participation.

hlaa: Miall: ‘



® What happensin
case ofahung

House?

INTHE EVENT of a hung House,
no-confidence motion, orany
such event, fresh elections
may be held to constitute the
new House. Where fresh polls
are held for the Lok Sabha, the
committee has

recommended that the tenure
will be only for the unexpired
term of the immediately
preceding full term of the Lok
Sabha and the expiration of
this period shall lead to the
dissolution of the House.
Where fresh elections are held
forthe state Assemblies, then
such a new Assembly unless
sooner dissolved, shall
continue up to the end of the
full term of the Lok Sabha.

e Simultaneous polls
not new inIndia

SIMULTANEOUS POLLS WERE
held in the seven states of Bihar,
Bombay, Madras, Mysore, Punjab,
Uttar Pradesh and West Bengal in
1957 following efforts made by
the central government, state
governments, and political
parties along with the ECI.
Simultaneous polls were in vogue
until the fourth general elections
of 1967. But as successive central
governments used constitutional
provisions to dismiss state
governments before the end of
their term, and as coalition
governments kept collapsing,
polls at different times through
the year became the norm.

® How early can
such polls be held?
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* Banaskantha District Co-operative Milk Producers’ Union, Gujarat
are converting dung into Bio CNG (compressed natural gas) and
fertiliser, supplementing farmers' income. This initiative addresses waste
management while creating new revenue streams for dairy farmers.

* The BioCNG outlet on the Deesa-Tharad highway in Gujarat's Banaskantha
district is a pioneering initiative, being India's first and only gas-filling station
operating on dung sourced from cattle and buffaloes.


https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-editorials/india-s-green-future-through-biocng

e An average adult bovine animal discharges 15-20 kg of fresh dung

daily, while calves give out 5-10 kg.

e A bovine refers to a domestic animal of the species
Bos taurus (cattle) or Bubalus bubalis (water buffalo).

* Fresh dung contains 80-85% water; one kg weighs hardly 200 grams
on drying.



* Fresh dung contains methane along with water, making it essential for
biogas production in anaerobic digestion (breaks down biodegradable
material without oxygen and produces biogas).

* Methane, a key component of biogas, is produced in the rumen of
bovines (the first of four stomach compartments in bovines) during
the fermentation of plant material they consume.

e Bacteria-like microbes in the rumen, known as archaea, utilise carbon
dioxide and hydrogen produced during carbohydrate fermentation to
generate methane.



* Consider the following: (2019)
1.Carbon monoxide

2.Methane

3.0zone

4.Sulphur dioxide

* Which of the abhove are released into the atmosphere due to the burning of crop/biomass
residve?

* (a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2, 3 and 4 only
(¢) 1 and 4 only
(d)1,2, 3 and 4



PB-SHABD






SHABD service is offered free for the first year, providing news stories in major Indian
languages across fifty categories.

The minister highlighted the revamped platforms for Doordarshan News and Akashvani
News, and updated News on the Air mobile app, emphasising their role in democratising
access to news and fostering collaboration within the media industry.







'he minister of Earth Sciences confirmed that
ne Samudrayaan mission is scheduled to explore the bed of
ne ocean by 2025 end.
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_;‘ THE DEEP OCEAN - THE FINAL FRONTIERON P

Oconna are the key to suslianance of ife on our planel They are the driving force for monsoonas, flywhool of
climatn, vitnl source of natural resources and act trigger for ocean hazards. Oceans contribute immaenuoly lo
“Mive Bconomy*™ through sectors such as Flaheries, Renewable Energy, Oll & Gas, Minerals, Shipping, Tourlam, olc.

Tho livea and livelihoods of about 360 million populntion living nlong the 76500 km long coastfine of India are
intricntoly finkod to the Ocoans. Climate change and anthropogenic impacts are throataning ocoon hoaith and
blodiveralty. Yel, 96% of the deep ocean remains unexplored.

india's Deop Ocean Misslon will contribute to our understanding of the oceans, reallsing our “Blue Bconomy™
vinlon and managing our Ocenna sustainably. Baing undertakan at a cosl of 14077 Crore over the noxt 5 yoars, the
Misnion will be spoarhoadod by the Minletry of Earth Sclences in aynergy with other Central Ministrios, National
Inotitutions, Universities and Induntry. f
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Technologies for Autonomous
Underwater Vehicles and Deep
Sea Mining
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SAMUDRAYAN

India's first manned ocean
mission launched

¢ |ndia joins elite club of selected nations including
USA, Russia, Japan, France & China

¢ Part of 6,000 crore Deep Ocean Mission, will send
submarines with 3 persons to a depth of about 6000 m

e Will enable exploration of ocean resources for drinking water,
clean energy & blue economy




Project SOORYA



* ISRO has formalised a project team, internally named
‘SOORYA’, to start building the New Generation Launch
Vehicle (NGLYV).

* Aim — To develop NGLV and thereby to build the country's own
space station and send Indians to the Moon.

 NGLV will be India’s biggest rocket and 1s to be ready by 2034-
35.



* Requirement — 3" launch pad at Sriharikota will be necessary
as NGLV’s configuration will differ from the current class of
rockets.

* Features — A 3-stage launch vehicle.

* Fuel — Green fuel combinations like methane-liquid oxygen or
kerosene-liquid oxygen.

 Payload capacity — Up to 10 tonnes to Geostationary Transfer
Orbit (GTO) that is more than twice the capability India's
current heaviest rocket, the LVM-3, has.










It is a pan-India operation of Directorate of Revenue Intelligence (DRI)
against the smuggling of foreign-origin gold.

The Directorate of Revenue Intelligence (DRI) is the apex anti-
smuggling agency of India, working under the Central Board of
Indirect Taxes & Customs (CBIC), Ministry of Finance.










Prime Minister has recently inaugurate the 3™ land port in
Sabroom, Tripura

Land Port Sabroom is strategically located in Tripura along
the international border between India and Bangladesh.

It will be constructed by the Land ports authority of India.

Sabroom is directly connected to Chittagong port of
Bangladesh through Maitree bridge on River Feni .

Land ports is an area on an international border that
includes parts of highways, railways, and other roads.
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