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“There is neither this world
nor the world beyond,

nor happiness for the |
one who doubts.”
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SC to hear plea to include CJI on EC selection panel

NGO tells Supreme Court that Centre can take I
‘unfair advantage” while filling two vacancies

NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
on wed

missioners (ECs) in
r:lr.‘.uon Commissis
a (ECD following the un-

NEW DELI
The Supreme Court o
Wednesday fraze the Assam
govermment's moe to

of
Arun Goel ahead of the
Lok Sabha

be put on hold.

e NGO said the Chief
Justice of ndia dia (D should
be brought back on board
the high-profile selection

ment in the Anoop Baran-
wal case of March 2, 2023.

“Free and fair elections’

Organisanon asks the top ccu.r( to stay '.he new

law on

50 be seen to be fair and

"Souza,

submited.
noop Baranwal ver-

“Now, t as
the ability to appoint two
Electh >

A Bench headed by Jus-
tice Sanjiv Khanna agreed

i the ap-
pointments of ECs should

which can give an unfair

elections
the appointments must al’

last year, a Consttution
nch headed Justice
X.M. Joseph (now retired)
ordered the Chief Election
(CEC) and

fwo ECs to be appointed by
[ on the advice

tendered by a committee
of Prime Minister, Leader

of El
er to the
Matter of concern hlghes( poll body. Howev-
The HGO'S plea before the T, snment had
s enacled a new law — The
Chief|

P
prep e it i

hat “fierce independence,  of the EC an end
neurrality and honesty”  to government monopoly
inthe and control” ov-  tions  and

Says the law was enacted to countermand an
order which sought to end ‘exclusive control”

healthy democracy I our
country, ection Com-
mission should be Insulat-
ed from political and/or ex-

ecutive ~ the

o
and other Election Com-

NGO argued.
Th

Condstions. o Service and

ment. had re-
placed the CJI with a Cabi-
Minister on  thy

ing the Centre a dominan:
role in aPpotntment
ess.

“Political interference”
Democracy is a facet of

the basic structure of the

< and in order

10 ensure free and fair elec-
to maintain

e filed by
the NGO also pointed out
that the ECI at present was
under the sole charge of
CEC Rajiv Kumar.

In light of the eminent
elections, it would not be

s~
ston is critical in assuring
free and fair elections, in
adjudicating disputes bet-
ween political parties and

voter turnout.”
the application said.
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Bengaluru on Wednesday.

1yl anctiar ki ol

the Tamil Nadu go-
Vernment, Governor RN,
Ravi has put on hold the

Reagiv Murmar

freens

Chief Election Commis-

on poit fee
Lok Satia clection, in Jarma. #11

look at the data, and would
definitely disclose it in
~ he said. speaking in

sioner iv  Kumar o ing his natio: e
Wwedn, said that the before ing the Lok
Commission would share  Sabha election schedule.
details of electoral He said the commission
= e edthat believed only “in disclo-
it sure, and disclo-
ransparency. sure” to ensure high stan-

The State Bank of India
by the Su-

HC dismisses Cong.
plea in tax dues case

NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court on
the

said Congress can

approach ITAT
by wav of a fresh
stay

plea by the C <hal-
lenging an order of the In-
come Tax Appeliate Tribu-
nal QTAT) declining to stay

s recrey o ones
x of over $100 cr
“The problems that be-

set the petitioner [Con-

gress] today are thus, and

%o a large extent, of its own

making.~ the High Court

said noting that m.e party
has been ~1 n taking
peremptory s!eps in res-
pect of a demand that had

remained outstanding
right from 2021~
Accounts frozen
Senior advocate  Vivek

1ankha. representing the
said thai

dous pressure as its bank

cm
*x

accounts have been frozen.
The court said

the IT department issued
notice as far back as in
2021, and the first applica-
tion by the party for com-
ples stay was rejected in
at year. “no con-
crete szeps appear to have
been taken lon-
er to efther (nnﬂdex secur-
stising the de-

Kerala rejects Centre’s one-time offer
of T5,000 cr. to tide over fund crunch

NEW DELHI
The sounded for

a legal battle between the
Centre and Kerala in the

 onetime meanme o av-

ee

HOLOOO0 crove.

crore does not take us

ams here. 1 v

o pay my people
e

We want an absolute
minimum of at least
s 5000

Il not be able

Counsel for Kerala

ert an
crisis in the State

e amount offered t by
the Unson

takes the 25, D00 crmire be-

not be enough to fulfil Ker-
ala’s most basic financial

Hejocting the offer, Mr.
Sibal said: “We want an ab-

mand or to seek intertm
protection. This would
clearly appear to

that the peﬂtloner has
been clearly lax in pursu-
ing the legal remedies that
were otherwise available.~

e court
said the Congress can ap-
proach ITAT by way of a
fresh application
bringing to its attention the
fact that 265.94 crore has

already
-

solute of at least
pensions and salaries, 2o 210,000 crore. This £5,.000

Kapil Sibal rore does not take us
oo Ci Samt, representing  anywhere. ! will not be

the State, toid a Bench of
fustices Surya Kane.and

aring
Ker-

The Union government
also said it would deduct
000 crore from the
State’s net borrowing ceil-

lowed any ~ad bor-
rowing in 20242025 if it

ala accusing the Centre of
interfering with its finan-
cial affairs in violation of
the principle of federalism.

Hearing next week

In an earlier hearing, Jus-

tice Kant said the sult was

probably the first of its
ind in the Supreme Court.

‘The court listed the case to
hear arguments for interfm
relief on March 21.

sition clear. Your note is

self-explanatory,” Justice
Kant said after the reading.
Mr. Sibal said that it

ote sadd Kerala's
projected Gross State Dom-
estic Product (GSDP) for

2024-2025 is estimated at
211.19,906 crore.
bor

statistical
projections and reasons
for lmiting financial help
o Kerala_

“So, the negotiation part
is over. You [Union govern-
ment] have made your po-

year
would be reduced to 26,664
crore, the note

was
preme Court to submit the
data by March 12 “They
have given us the details in
time. 1 will go back and

dards of transparency.
The SBI has issued elec-
toral bonds worth 16,518

inception of the

Details hand-delivered
to poll body, says SBI

NEW DELHE

’lhe State Bank of India
on Wednes:
formed the Supreme Sour

that_derails of electoral
bonds anonymously pur-
chased by contributors

and encashed by political
parties from April 2019 to

€ECD. The SBI said a total
of 22,217 electoral

parties, the SBI afhdavit
said. h the Supreme
Court had sought informa-

The bank said it has
shared mnformation with
the ECT about the dares of

were purchased and
22,030 were
political ies between

part
il 1, 2019, and February
15, 2024
From April 1, 2019, to
April I the same month,
3,346 bonds were pur-

February 15, 2024, donors

bonds. the. na.!ns of pur-
<hasers lenomina-
Gonofthe t honds Similar-

ent




SC to hear plea to include CJI on EC selection panel

NGO tells Supreme Court that Centre can take
‘unfair advantage’ while filling two vacancies

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
T on Wednesday
agreed to urgently

hear on Friday a plea
which said the Centre
could take “unfair advan-
tage” while filling the two
vacancies of Election Com-
missioners (ECs) in the
Election Commission of In-
dia (ECI) following the un-
expected resignation of
Arun Goel ahead of the
Lok Sabha elections.

A Bench headed by Jus-
tice Sanjiv Khanna agreed
to list for hearing the plea
by NGO Association for De-
mocratic Reforms, which
said the new law on the ap-
pointments of ECs should

be put on hold.

The NGO said the Chief
Justice of India (CJI) should
be brought back on board
the high-profile selection
committee headed by the
Prime Minister for appoint-
ments of ECs to the top poll
body as directed by a land-
mark Supreme Court judg-
ment in the Anoop Baran-
wal case of March 2, 2023.

‘Free and fair elections’
“Now, the Executive has
the ability to appoint two
Election Commissioners
which can give an unfair
advantage to the Execu-
tive. The role of the Elec-
tion Commission is critical
in ensuring free and fair
elections and therefore,
the appointments must al-

so be seen to be fair and
free from any bias or latch-
es to the government of
that time,” the organisa-
tion, represented by advo-

cate Prashant Bhushan and
Cheryl D’Souza,
submitted.

In Anoop Baranwal ver-
sus Union of India in March
last year, a Constitution
Bench headed by Justice
K.M. Joseph (now retired)
ordered the Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC) and
two ECs to be appointed by
the President on the advice
tendered by a committee
of Prime Minister, Leader
of Opposition in the Lok
Sabha or the leader of the
single largest party in Op-
position and the CJI.

The court had reasoned

Organisation asks the top court to stay the new
law on appointment of Election Commissioners

Matter of concern

The NGO’s plea before the Supreme Court has asked for these

specific interventions

S
'

v

® Stay the implementation
of Section 7 of The Chief
Election Commission and
other Election Commissions
(Appointment, Conditions of
Service and Term of Office)
Act, 2023

B Direct the Union of India to
appoint the vacant positions
of Election Commissioners,
till the pendency of the

case in the Supreme Court,
in accordance with the
Selection Committee laid
down by the Anoop Baranwal
vs Union of India judgment

of March 2023

® Bring the CJI back on
board the high-profile
selection committee headed
by the Prime Minister for
appointment of ECs

that “fierce independence,
neutrality and honesty”
envisaged in the institution

of the EC required an end
to government monopoly
and “exclusive control” ov-

er appointments to the
highest poll body. Howev-
er, the government had
enacted a new law — The
Chief Election Commission
and other Election Com-
missions (Appointment,
Conditions of Service and
Term of Office) Act, 2023 —
to countermand the judg-
ment. The law had re-
placed the CJI with a Cabi-
net Minister on the
selection committee, giv-
ing the Centre a dominant
role in the appointment
process.

‘Political interference’

“... Democracy is a facet of
the basic structure of the
Constitution and in order
to ensure free and fair elec-
tions and to maintain

Says the law was enacted to countermand an
order which sought to end ‘exclusive control’

healthy democracy in our
country, the Election Com-
mission should be insulat-
ed from political and/or ex-
ecutive interference,” the
NGO argued.

The application filed by
the NGO also pointed out
that the ECI at present was
under the sole charge of
CEC Rajiv Kumar.

“In light of the eminent
elections, it would not be
prudent to leave the post
of the Election Commis-
sioners vacant as the role
of the Election Commis-
sion is critical in assuring
free and fair elections, in
adjudicating disputes bet-
ween political parties and
in ensuring accurate voter
lists and voter turnout,”
the application said.
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Proposal to add 3 lakh NCC
cadet vacancies approved

A proposal for expansion of the Natlonal Cadet
Corps (NCOH with the addition of three lakh cadet

the Ewen new MCE unsts.

and church b SAVS

LGEBTQ+ lifestvle unacceptable

The LGETG Hiestyle s unacceptable according
uarch

transgender, queer and all other
A stax
Church Council (MBOCH oo T
thomn

be our approach,” the statement read.

SC stops Assam govti. move
to de-notify rhino habitat

The Forest Department issued the notification in 1998 withoat consulting the Cabinet or Revenue

Department, says State; court savs it won't stand in the way of protecting rights of forest dwellers

The Hindu Burean

EW DELH
Be Supreme ooy
Wednesday

Trome o
vernments move to with-
drava an akm, s year-old
motification  constivuting
the Pobitora wildlife sanc-

.
“The State government

was not right in resobing
ro withdraw the notifica-
dated

e
o furﬂ-et sueps be taken

with-
il g me ncn:lﬁ:a‘tlnn
dated

Mar
Starer & Bench of I af;ugum_r.
B.R. Gavai and Sandeep

the notification issued by
ehe Forest Dy
ment in 1998, Cabinet
dectsion of March ¥ sai

the nodification was Issued.
unilaterally by the Forest

e government rea-
soned that declaratlon of

Protected la

Hhe ssmctusy orea

ur sertling the rights
o the people lmng in vil-
Lages in

made

o
weith 2 calf inssche the Pobitara vildlife Sanctuarny. =

S —
wildlifie sanctuary.

will ot permie amy
de-notification_ Withdraw-

ke n.mgsm..q
and fsyong; These vl.llag—

rs b the marmi-
i it
had been residing in the

area even before

Independence.

Panel set

The government, having
fthdrawn the 1996 notifi-

cation declaring il

diife sanctuary. also

the FPobitora regnn as a

g a
a wildlife sanctuary is not
Such

Arnicus curiae, advocars

K. Parameswar, sald the  protect the rights of the
withdrawal was “ex facle rest dwellers—.
court asked the
“The mnotfican was  Staze file a detailed
done unilateralny T I the  cosmerafde
Forest department In 1998, mext hearing

PM launches portal for
marginalised sections

MEW DELHE
Launching the Pradhan

Maneri Samajik  Utthan
r mnam Jan-
ortal

lopment and respect for

the deprived class will in-
tensify in the coming five
pn§

RSS to pass resolution
on Ram Temple

NEW DELIL

The Rashtriya Swapamse-

Somghe (e il pass
resolution on the Ram
Temple during its Pratisid-
hi sSabha. the meeting of
the highest decision-rmak-

on_and pr
Erammes of he FS% fof the

rest of the year, will also
liberariomn

the plans

lated organisation
take part in the ettt
Sabha.

Home Ministry to launch CAA
helpline to assist applicants
The Unéon Ministry of Home Affairs said i would
soom launch a helpline to assist applicants for
Incian citizenship under memmnsrup
Amendment Act (CAA), 2009, “Applicants can
make free calls from s.llyw}-e[e in India and get
information related to CAA-2OISD. Helpﬂnem be
awvailable from 8 am. 0 & p.m_” the Ministry
posted on X. Users are requ]red tor reg!s:elon the
portal (i rei

mobile application, "CAA-2009, hasalso'been
readied. All documents, along with photographs
are to be uploaded online, and a wddl
be pracessed after 2 background check by
security agencies and the payment of £50.

Maharashtras Ahmednagar
to be called Ahilvanagar

a Cabiner on Wednesd

quee: r. The decision to rena:
the dlstrict had already besn annoumnce Cher
Ainister Eln. incle in May last year on the

government's decision to rename Aurangsbad
district as Chhatr

Osmanabad as Dhasashiv. The demand for
renaming Ahmednagar was started by BIP leader

Panel recommends
ban on ‘ferocious dogs’

ey Boonsly
PeEW DELHLD

An expert committes con-
stiruted by the De

A letter
gone out from the =
ment Stares listing
out these dog breeds as

The expert commites

tacks on people
—  sometimes
fatal —

dogs commonly classified
as bandog-

These rules are expect-
ed to be implemented by

Prasar Bharati
launches
news sharing
service

The Hind
WEW DELHL

Union  tnformation and

Broadcasting Minister Ama-

rag Singh Thalur on Wed-
launched

mesday PE- and UK. Prime K-
SHABD' — Prasar Bharas's | nister B

mews sharing service and | ower the phone on Tuesday
the the

0 News and Akaskveni | made on a Free

Trade Agreement (FLAY, as
both countries face general

ol provide news
Stories in all major tndian | Talks.
nguages S0

categories.

The PE-SHABD has been
designed o provide
mews feeds in video, awdio,

Modi, British PM assess
progress on free trade
agreement negotiations

according o a report in

ance of reaching an

in this file phato.

Dhow Sereet sabd inoa
readour,
s

agresed o remain in close

contact
The readouts also said
the leaders discussed the
overall partnership. Mr.
and Ar. Sunalk dis
cussed © and global
developments, according
1o the Indian government
readout.
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The power of women

may be
construct:
an ancient one in our culture,

back e
van Monba is one such, said Suchithra Balasubrarma

ina

We
Efearvar fu (hday all bel

liewe Internationa)
however, celebratiod

sa.
are all asked to chant, Lokeh Samastak
hay

1 Women's Tay is a modern

Suckhriree
Py and freel.

for the well Ioeing af others, since

afie prays for. The

Tthoss on
of Karsdanan (et Isl.n limee with this princi-

Ple Also known as Gauri puja. on this day, Women pray to
Goddess Dewvl for the Llongevity and health of their hus-
T

Falling in the cusp of the end of the Tamil month Maasi
and start of Panguni, the nonbu celebrates Savitri's unwa-
vering love and presence of mind. which helped her wrest
her husband lterally from the jows of death. Born as the

daughter of ashtapas, Savierl wished to marry Saryavan.

ient knowledge that he would die within

a year of their marriage. Puranas say that although deter-

mined to enjoy the happiness from the union, she also
with

i
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Yama quickly granted her wish, before realising that to do
s0, he would have to allow Saryav.




PM launches portal for
marginalised sections

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Launching the Pradhan
Mantri Samajik Utthan
evam Rozgar Adharit Jan-
kalyan (PM-SURAJ) portal
for credit support to entre-
preneurs from disadvan-
taged sections of society
virtually on Wednesday,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi said, “This is a testa-
ment to our commitment
to provide dignity and jus-
tice to the underprivileged.
Modi gives you this guaran-
tee - this campaign of deve-
lopment and respect for

the deprived class will in-
tensify in the coming five
years.”

Mr. Modi also disbursed
around 720 crore worth
of credit to one lakh benef-
iciaries from the Sche-
duled Castes, Denotified,
Nomadic and Semi-No-
madic Tribes, Other Back-
ward Classes and Safai Ka-
ramcharis. The portal will
be a one-stop point where
people from disadvan-
taged sections of society
can apply for and monitor
the progress of all loan and

credit schemes already
available to them.



Maharashtra’s Ahmednagar
to be called Ahilyanagar

The Maharashtra Cabinet on Wednesday formally
approved the renaming of Ahmednagar district
to Ahilyanagar after the 18th Century Maratha
queen Ahilyabai Holkar. The decision to rename
the district had already been announced by Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde in May last year on the
298th birth anniversary of Ahilyabai Holkar. The
renaming of Ahmednagar follows the Mahayuti
government’s decision to rename Aurangabad
district as Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar and
Osmanabad as Dharashiv. The demand for
renaming Ahmednagar was started by BJP leader
and MLC Gopichand Padalkar, an influential
leader of the Dhangar (shepherd) community.




* Who is Ahilyabai Holkar?

* Ahilyabai (1725 -1795) was one of the women rulers of Medieval
India who belongs to the Holkar dynasty of the Maratha
Empire.

 She was married Khanderao Holkar in 1733 at the tender age of
8. Her husband was killed in the battle of Kumbher in 1754.



Ahilyabai is famous for having built numerous forts and roads in the Malwa
region, sponsoring festivals and offering donations to many Hindu temples.

Her philanthropy was reflected in the construction of several temples, ghats,
wells, tanks and rest houses stretching across the length of the country.

She welcomed stalwarts such as Marathi poet Moropant, Shahir Ananta
Gandhi, and Sanskrit scholar Khushali Ram into her capital.

John Keay, the British historian, gave the queen the title of ‘The Philosopher
Queen’. She had been an acute observer of the wider political scene.
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Higher engagement, better learning

orefonieh Of them canror read a
Class 2-Jevel text fluentdy in their
regional languages.

A learning deficit
India has been strugpling with a
An

few children pencrally answer.
Otherwise, the class answers ina
chorus. The children regeat after
the teacher in unison. The teacher
ood

) s not
much the students
]nauereall)ﬂearned books and

education nom-profet

saunds like active learning, bast is
not, because the children are not
conitively or emoticnally
engaged. india has o long wadislon
of rote learning. Marny hanve

Pt et i T lo i this

bl 1z Yt ey of theae
teachers were themselves. o

the
Tear s as tay dom t see 1 as thesr

oy bt this kding of does
Dot se shudents, In any case
With the warld changing o fast,

Chibiren meed diffence shdfls.

space for every .

Unless the teacher participates,
seudent e cannot
hapgpen. Classroom |

all contribute o

Ao not always learn. A part of the

1 is largely
Seen as 3 one-way communication
with the teacher gering no

Although temporary in na-
ture, the ban will effecrively
extend until September,

re

starting
manya temple, abour 280 km

lhewEe

from Bengaluru.

Several privare  rourism

nts and lmldungclu‘hsnﬁ—
er trekidng to large
Fromn, whch imchade Hoada

base camp during peak sea-
son and prefer to trek during

puuﬂngma: the forest

wrekkers who can enter the
forest per day, especially since
the Karnataka Tourlsm Policy S0, what went
2020-26 (revised) states that
“ecotourism activities shall fo-
cus on Increasing awar
rowards conservation and sus-
rainability of biodiversity and
ents" I

some of the best representa-

les/Fore
tool. It is me

eness

help  fight
Thave

Too many trekikers spoil the mountains

tives of non-equatorial tropi-
cal evergreen forests anywh-
ere and are home to at least
325 globally threatened flora,
fauna, bird, amphiblan, rep
tle and fish species.”
When the Karnataka Eco-

Board

tourism in specified areas of
the National Parks/Sa
sts, as a conservation

nCTar-

ot tous-

cessary
miste clesiroms of entering wil-
should have

P
state.._ the entry of the mam-
ber of tourists permissible
shall be kept within limits~

wrong? How

omaoting
its role?

purify cur air and water and

climare change.

Both the state and civil soclety
a role m play in

Imgs canr Tich Dby

Faraki Adsarali i  fosrnatis and author

Russian

| BaTA poIT

n the last 1S years, India has
significantly reduced its ﬂ&
pendence on irs biggest a

dominance in India’s arms imports declines

supgue. Russia md.lngmnew
by the In-

X yeal
WChart 1). Frances share in ndia's
arms lmports was just 0.9% in the
2009-13 period.

known unit production cost
core set of weapons and ks
e e coamatr of il
ftary resources rather than the fi-
nancial value of the transfer.
India’s arms imports increased by
A7% during 2019-23 compared to
the previous fve year

biggest arms bmporter
It 2, displacing Sauds Arabia.
Indias share in arms. im-
PoTts Tase from 9.0% in 20L-1S o
8% In 2009-25. saudi arabia,

which was the bigges: importer in
the previous five-year period, re-

rinds.

wolume

by
LS. the b

top countries in global
arms imports in two five-year pe-

. Howewer, exprort vol-
umes szarted to rapidly decline in
2O20, 2021, and 2022, In 2023, the

exported was T4% lower
than the levels recorded in 2019

1 TP chart shows e wel
0 badis in berms af

majar arms exporers

n

i of arm s trarfers froen the
trerchindicatoe wakee IT1

Lok rsienss 151504 &

China g2at)

Tabie a: The tabia Bzes the w
weapans ordered by India in the lat

FROM THE ARCHIVES

G he =511

FIFTY VEARS AGO MARCH 14, 1974

on notes?

Why is the national motto
missing

Mew Delhl. March 13: A question about the
ot

lhesuh]ec[ofa Zo-minure
included digs ar the Govern

was

= exchange, which
ment
Cbservarions, in the Lok Sabha

Adr. Madhu Dandavate, the alert and

quick witted Socialist member, had asked the
Government o explain the absence of the momo
ps.

inting the
¥ was referred by

Setter wizsites | ergines alrzrar the G ce
ehicles motto tnbe of marginal or
Auszia Ssaz1 | sos oo a5e impon
ws. P ) 136 ar. Darvdavane asked whether one reasan for
tsrast 1Az as dropping the motio from currency nots w
cause the rupee value eroded and the
Framce | 134z | 3az 1a 173 B e
S.Africa 540 notes “1 10 pay the bearer a sum.
Wersine | 360 240 a breach of truth.
[ Frr) =T Diikeshit: It ks o very poor joke. [ refused o
Germa 250 a6 ot ke o e
Fo— ETT - aar. mMohsin said the question of pr
Moo on colns. currenc
S the Minkwry to the then Depury Prime Minister

Fussia (11861

was not possible as it would increase the

lettering.

A HUMDRED YEARS AGO MARCH 14,

Help from America

Mew York, Mar. 12: Amer
the Morga)

erican bankers
ns have established a credst of

bnndsed wiilion
of France.

1924

= headed by

dollars in favour of the Bangue
. Mar. 13: The French loan is
Eold in

-+




Russian dominance in India’s arms imports declines

Russia’s share in India’s arms imports shrunk from 76% in 2009-13 to 36% in 2019-23




- From Moscow to Paris

The data for the charts were sourced from the Arms Transfers Database maintained
by Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI)

T
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Chart 1: The chart shows the volume of arms transfers from the five Table 4: The table lists the units of various types of
major arms exporters to India in terms of trend-indicator value (TIV) weapons ordered by India in the last 15 years
Seller Missiles | Engines | Armoured | Aircraft
vehicles
Russia 59,821 | 593 1,005 356
u.S. 4,622 329 136
Israel 1,821 44
France 1,343 342 14 dif2
S. Africa 640
: Ukraine | 360 240
France W UK. 200 57
Germany 240 46
Canada 215 2
S. Korea




Chart 2:

The chart shows
the share of top
countries in global
arms imports in two
five-year periods.
India climbed one
spot to become
the world’s biggest
arms importer,
displacing Saudi
Arabia

Chart 3: The chart
shows the share

of top countries

in global arms
exports in two
five-year periods.
Russia’s sharein
global arms exports
reduced from 21%
to 11%

201923

Saudi Arabia:
(11%) ;
. India (9.8%)
India :
(9.1%) ESaudi Arabia
: (8.4%)

Qatar (7.6%)

Egypt :

China Ukraine (4.9%)
: i Pakistan

; Egypt

Pakistan :
| ' China (2.9%)

Qatar (1.5%) |

Ukraine (0.1%) i

| U.S. (42%)

U.S.(34%) |

Russia
(21%) :

Russia (11%)

France |
Germany:
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RAMALLANR LONDON WWASHINGTON
Israeli forces kill two Palestinians U.K. mulls > overwhelmin;

at West Bank hospital in the north

-~

Israeli forces shot dead two
We=t Bank on Wednesday. the latest in 3 spate of kilings in the
occupied territary since the war in Gaza began. The kilings before

dawn took place on the

inian men at 3 hospital in the

compound of the gowernment hospital in

Jenin, in the north of the Viest Bank, the hozpital's director sasd. AFP

The UIC

it was

5=
o zend rejected asylum seckers to Rwanda voluntarity and

scheme
will reportediy pay them g to £3,000 to make the move. The plan is

returms and partof

The Uim pn.n o depost migrants to the Exst Alican nation. Ar

U.S. Ho [e) S
Bill to ban Chinese-owned TikTok

P

-~
The U.S. House of Representatives approved 3 Bill that would force

SEainst an app that has 170 mallion U.S. users. AcH

-~
Loonkd Vollow » closs sty of Late Russian opposition keader Alemd
home n

Nvalny, was

imcident that sparked an uproar o e Lithusanian povern
oppasition figure and was Navalny's
ex-chiet of staff and chair of his Anti-Cermuption Foundation. AFP

Voo, 43, is 3 prominent

Tuesday, 3n

Nepal PM Prachanda wins vote of
confidence, third time in 15 months

}Mrl(-s(“abclllcd.lﬁerhebrukcmalhm‘:v\nhlllc{\ep:lh(,or‘;m.lndnlnedharu.h“'nhlheL‘nlﬁed ist-1 ini

last week: the Maoist-Centre leader’s coalition secured 157 votes, while 110

KATHMANDU

epal Prime Minister
Pushpa Kamal Da-
hal 5 G

1 Pr
won a vote of confidence in
Parliament on Wednesday

Votes, while 110 members
voted a

In the 275-member par-
tiament, he required a mi-

game: Prachanda required a minimam of 138 votes to

i o138 voies 1 pam
the floor test. During W

In a dramatic move, Pra-

seumber
pass the floor test in the 27S-member parliament. REUTERS

chanda, a former rebel
leader who led an armed
struggle from 1996 to
2006, broke his one-year-
old alliance with the Nepall
Congress on March 4 to

Biden, Trump set the stage
for general election rematch

S, Cor

with the UBL.

the largest party in parlia-
ment with S8 seats, voted
2ealns: she confidence mo-

" Prachanda’s
nist Party of Nepal P
Centre) had fought the

2022 general elections un-
der an allance with the

MPs, voted against

vour. He had secured 268
votes.

However, riled at Pra-

TON

X President Joe Biden
and former President Do-
mnald Trump clinched their
parties” presidential nomi-

nations on Tuesday with

«ecnswe vlmms in a slate

the Congress voted in fa-

week,
ditched the Nepali Con-

gress and 2new Left
alliance with the UML.
On Wednesday, besides

serdng Gp a general elec
tion rematch that many vo-

ters do not want.
The outcome of contests
across Georgia, Mississippi
was

ocrat, .
. Republican,

hed battle: Joe Siden and Donatd Trums scored m.
wictories in the States of Georgia, Missi:

ween two flawed and un-
popular Presidents.

the Maoist-Centre and the | wins gave each man the de-
uML, legan needed
Party., Janata Samajbadi | to claim his party's nomi-

N (Unified Social- at the summertime
£s1), Nagarik \:nrlnuhl Party | national col

and Aam arty
(Prabhu shxh)) vozed I 2
vour of Prachanda.

longer any
doubs that the fall election
‘will feature a rematch bet-

Ar 81, Mr_ Biden is already
the oldest President in U.

cades in prison as a defen-
dant in four

Poi and Washington. &5

most certainly deepen the
nation’s searing political
and cultural divides ower
the eight-month grind that
lies ahead.

Both candidates domi-
nated “s primaries
In swing State | Georsia,
deepred m.gxglppl ,and

Their remarch — the first
featuring two U.S. Presi-
dents since 1912 — will al-

mgmn Mr. p ot
won Hawali's Republican
caucus.

Chinese miilitary
team visits Maldives,
Sri Lanka, and Nepal

ence France Presse
BEUING

A Chinese military delega-
tion recently visited the
Maldives, Sri Lanka. and
Nepal 1o dlscnsx further

try and met with pro-China

President Mohamed Multz-
uring a trip that also
took them to Sri Lanka and
Nepal from March 4 to
in all three countries,

is-
sues, Beljlxxg said  on
Wedne. 3
Beijing Is seeking to
build closer ties in South
Asia in a push to counter its
strategic rival India for
uence.
Last week, the Maldives
sald it had signed a ~mili-
ary assisance™ deal with
China

depth consultations on
de-

dian troops

i

the small but strateyczlly»
placed

ence =
“A series of consensus

leave.

was to
riched defence coopera-
tion between the PLA and

with
And Beijing confirmed on
Wednesday that a delega-
tion had visited the coun-

he =it
added, referring to the Chi-
nese military by its official
acronym.

Dreaming up volcano

Smcke biflows from the Popocatepet] woicanc in Mexico on Tuesday. A Sevils,
who is Believed to have the ability to talik with the volcans in his dream. Worshippers bring $ood to offer to the volkano for the ceremeorny. AFP

ceremmorry was led by the €9-year-old Don Artorso Analco.

Russia ready to use nuclear weapons
if sovereignty is threatened, says Putin

Associated Press
President Viadimir Putin

- inc
Ukraine in February 2022
The recent such

the-nation

Madimir Putin

month, when he warned
the West against getting
wo involved ‘the Ulraine

T Asked o an interview
on Wednesday if he has ev-

er comsidered using nu-

clear weapons in Ukraine,

Mr. Putin responded

pons in_
~the existence of the Rus-
sian state, our

ed “red lines~ regard-
Russia. He also

Pro-Kyiv miilitias urge
civilians to flee cities
bordering Russia

xvrv

Russian volunteer forces
fighting alongside Kyiv on
ur,

“We are forced to inflict
shelling on military posi-
tions that are stationed in
the cities of Belgorod and

med
10 flee Belgorod and Kursk,
threatening large-scale at-

on military targets in
the Russian border citses.
Grou; of

and independence”

that &s written

£Y. we haven't changed
I an apparent

ng
French Emma-
=All  nuel Macron that the posn
in our strate-  bility of Western troo)
it~  ing sent to Ukraine st

d out.

in the Rus-
region of

the
gion, the Russian vVolun-
teer Corps and Sibir.
“We call on the local
rities to preserve hu-
man lives and begin evac-

repelled all incursions.

As parties rush aid to
Gaza, EU says hunger
being used as weapon

sea after the EU top diplo-
mat Josep Borrell said star-
vation had become “a wea-

Abous half a dozen Arab

parachutes into Gaza, and

rocco nt a plane-
load of relief supplies via
Israel’s Ben Gurion afrport.
N World Food Pro-

flict raging since October 7
has caused mass civilian
dearhs, reduced vast areas

pon of war™_
The

Palestinian territory of 2.4
mi people.

Vessel o way
A Spanish charity vessel.
the Open Arms, was on its
way m Gaza from Cyprus,

slowed recently — a trend
variocusly blamed on Israel
and its security checks of

Uncertain future: A child locks cn a= Palestinians wait to recewe
Sood during Ramzan in Rafah on Wednesday. REUTERS,

through a
ity fence. e taraen g~
sasd.

e WFP said it had “de-
ugh food for
de-

day.
need enury pe poln!s directly
into the nosth

‘Man-made”
The European Union’s fo-

i we lock at akernative
ways to provide support,
it’s because the land cross-
ings have been artifictally
closed.” he said, charging
thar S enbon: b being

used as a we:




Nepal PM Prachanda wins vote of
confidence, third time in 15 months

Floor test was called after he broke an alliance with the Nepali Congress and joined hands with the Unified Marxist-Leninist

last week; the Maoist-Centre leader’s coalition secured 157 votes, while 110 members, including Congress MPs, voted against

Sanjeev Satgainya
KATHMANDU

epal Prime Minister
N Pushpa Kamal Da-

hal ‘Prachanda’
won a vote of confidence in
Parliament on Wednesday
with the support of the
Communist Party of Nepal
(Unified Marxist-Leninist)
and other smaller parties.

It was Prachanda’s third
confidence vote on Wed-
nesday since he was elect-
ed Prime Minister in De-
cember 2022.

Speaker Devraj Ghimire
announced after the vote
that Prachanda secured 157
votes, while 110 members
voted against.

In the 275-member par-
liament, he required a mi-

pass the floor test in the 275-member parliament. REUTERS

nimum of 138 votes to pass
the floor test. During Wed-
nesday’s vote 268 mem-
bers were present in parlia-
ment, the Speaker said.

In a dramatic move, Pra-

chanda, a former rebel
leader who led an armed
struggle from 1996 to
2006, broke his one-year-
old alliance with the Nepali
Congress on March 4 to

join hands with the UML.

The Nepali Congress,
the largest party in parlia-
ment with 88 seats, voted
against the confidence mo-
tion.

Prachanda’s Commu-
nist Party of Nepal (Maoist
Centre) had fought the
2022 general elections un-
der an alliance with the
Congress. But following a
row over which party
should lead the govern-
ment, Prachanda reached
out to the UML, the second
largest party with 78 seats,
which supported him to
become Prime Minister.
Subsequently, he went for
the floor test on January 10
last year, which he passed
with flying colours as even
the Congress voted in fa-

vour. He had secured 268
votes.

However, riled at Pra-
chanda’s decision to sup-
port the Nepali Congress
presidential candidate, the
UML withdrew support to
the government in Febru-
ary, paving the way for the
Congress to join the go-
vernment. A year later,
Prachanda, last week,
ditched the Nepali Con-
gress and forged a new Left
alliance with the UML.

On Wednesday, besides
the Maoist-Centre and the
UML, Rastriya Swatantra
Party, Janata Samajbadi
Party, CPN (Unified Social-
ist), Nagarik Unmukti Party
and Aam Janata Party
(Prabhu Shah)) voted in fa-
vour of Prachanda.




The Right Honourable
Pushpa Kamal Dahal

';O'

Dahal in 2016

33rd Prime Minister of Nepal
Incumbent

Assumed office
26 December 2022

President Bidya Devi Bhandari
Ram Chandra Paudel

Deputy Purna Bahadur Khadka
Bishnu Prasad Paudel
Narayan Kaji Shrestha
Rabi Lamichhane

Rajendra Prasad Lingden

Preceded by Sher Bahadur Deuba

In office

In office
4 August 2016 — 7 June 2017

President Bidya Devi Bhandari

Deputy Bimalendra Nidhi
Bijay Kumar Gachhadar

Preceded by Khadga Prasad Oli
Succeeded by Sher Bahadur Deuba

In office
15 August 2008 — 25 May 2009
President Ram Baran Yadav
Deputy Bamdev Gautam

Preceded by Girija Prasad Koirala

Succeeded by Madhav Kumar Nepal

Senior party positions  [show]

Parliamentary offices  [show]
Personal details

Born Ghanashyam Dabhal
11 December 1954 (age 69)
Lewade, Dhikur Pokhari VDC,
Pokhara, Nepal

Political party CPN (Maoist Centre) (1994—
2018; 2021—present)

Other political Nepal Communist Party
affiliations (2018—2021)
CPN (Unity Centre) (1991—
1994)
CPN (Mashal) (1984—1991)
CPN (Masal) (1983-1984)
CPN (Fourth Convention)
(before 1983)

Spouse Sita Poudel (died 2023)
Children 4, including Renu

Alma mater Institute of Agriculture and
Animal Science

Website cmprachanda.com ! #
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Ashwin reclaims t t
among Test bowlers

A nine-wicket haul in his 100th Test match
helped Indian off spinner R. Ashwin reclaim the
top spot In the bowlers” list, while his capealn
t Sharma was n the top 10 at sixth in
e hatting Chares of the Tatent 100 1
rednesday.

India takes lead over
in blind cricket series

india defeated Sri Lanka by seven wickets in the

CONGRATULATIONS
3 ANDERSON
700 WICKETS

Kuldeep had inkli he will be

my 700th scalp: Anderson

James that Yadav had
a hunch about being his 700th Test wicket when
the two came face 1o face in the
Indsa in DI the first
Ppacer and third bowler to take 700 Test wickets
on March 9 with Kuldeep being his landmark
scalp.~Kuldeep edged one down to third man for
he

Pra Rachapudi loses
in first round

Laura Dilekova of Slovakia beat Prathyusha
Rachapudi 6-2, 62 in the first round of the

$25.000 ITF women's tennis tournament in
Sharm El Shetkh, . on Wednesday.

Shrivalli outplays top seed
Irina Maria Bara

op seed Irina

f Romania 6-3, 6-0 in the first round
of'.h $25,000 ITF women's tennis at the Indore
Tennis Club, lndare. on Wednesday. Viktoria

at Vaidehi C n
three sets. Sahaja Yamalapalli eased past Zeel
Desai for the loss of four games and will play
fourth seed Mananchaya Saw. xngka(w of
Thailand in the pre-quarterfinals. Qualifier
Vaishnavi Adkar fought well for two hours and 44
minutes, but lost s Naklo of
Thalland. ln ﬂoubl&i top seeds
Rutuja Bh e were beaten 63, 5-7. [10-7] by the
Japanese. Akiko Omae and Mel Yamaguchi.
The results: First round: Shrivalli Bramidipaty bt irina Maria
Biara 6-3, 6-0; Viktoria Moruayova bt Vaidehi Chauchari
32,64 Ekatenns Yazhina bt Michia Gzeki © 3 €3 veomace
Akanizha

vamaguchi bt Akiko Omae &2, 6-1; Dalila Jakupowic bt fgumi
osieshi 6-3,6-1
Doubles:

bt Rutuga &
Scbia RS B2, DUCTIE Mt Mot & S Cotell
Sharmada Balu & Rinon Okuwak [retired]; Fa-sisisan
B Setnyun otk bt Araniana & Soha Sudi 6.0 6
Jacqueline & Diana Martinkevica bt ack & Gyeong
Seo Lee 7-5, 4-6, [10-5].

Lazio names Martusciello as
new coach after Sarri resigns

65-year-old Sarri had
five losses in
his third season in charge of Lazio and had a

Winning streak:
iz for the first time. % MU

Karratakars victory hietped it complets the red el doubls in age-group crichet,

Karnataka clinches
its maiden title

1t’s the first rophy we have got at U-23 level: we just need to carry this

momentum and win as many as we can, says skipper Smaran

CK. NAYUDU TROPHY

s Bureau
BENGALURU

amataka won its

secun

lead, at the M. Chinnaswa-

my ' Stadium here on
Wednesday.

The victory comes less
than two months after Kar-
nataka clinched the Cooch
Behar (U-19) Trophy. help-
ing complete the red-ball
double in age-group crick-

drinking  water. poking

holes in the boctle cap with
the help of shoe spikes. Lit-
the o they reallze dunt in
Bengaluru . wa-
e pmclous than

spired before "l the cele.
n'e

6x6). Chasing a mammoth
05, UP threatened to fold

fore going on to reduce the
visitors to 34 for three.

But a 103-run partner-
ship for the fifth wicket bet-
ween Swastik (67, 78b, 7x4,
3x6) and Vipraj Nigam (73,
S4b. 94 2x6) mivesed the

Iide_

Smriti credits RCB management
for revival in fortunes

WPL SEASON 2

mier League but also make
it to the play-offs of the
tournament for the first

manage:
port to players and staff
alike.

“Last season didn't go

amaz

Teporters her her sides

seven-wicket win against
esday.

MI on Tu -
“I wouldn't say that (this
has been a) really satisfying

= St bebeves backing players have done wonders

Keepi s
Sor the side. R NOO=TH

campaign still, but we had

as its not in

semifinal,
about playing our best
cricket,”

Semmil Palled crowd sup-
port for the franchise in
both legs.

“1 was surprised to see
the whole crowd chanting

RCB during the march
against Delhi Capitals. It's
not something you

years.
“Their expectations and
whatever they say about us
- good or bad —is iImportant
10 have in the group be-
cause it motivates us to do
better for them.

“As women cricketers,
we've wanted this to hap-
pen and it is an_amazing
thing to watch it happen,~
she said.

s
fihed on 14 for six, with
the game called off roughly

The scores:
Marnataka 358 & 585 in 1515
(Machied s Moronha T3,

Karnataka, starting from an
overnight 444 for fve was
bowled out for S5, but not
before K.V. Aneesh helped
himself o a fine double-
century (214, 273b, 18x4,

Prakar 86, KM Aneesh
214, ®. Smaran 40, Keuthik
Krishna 86. Kunat Tyag 4/50}
Geem wth Uttar Pradesh 139 &
174 for sixin 31 overs (Swastik 67,
Wipraj Migam 73, Manwanth

Juventus
qualifies for
2025 Club
World Cup

CENEVA

Banned by the UEFA from

Bairstow available for Punjab Kings
for full IPL season

England batter Jonny Bair-
stow will be available for
the entire duradon of the

officials were
in tall“ with el England

and wales Cricket Board
@CB) counterparts aver

availability of their
players for the IPL.

pected to arrive in India on
Atarch 18 or 19 and will be

available for the team's
first game fnst Delhi
Capitals on March 23,

coach of the

season for breaking finan.
cial tus  still
qualuied for the 2025 Club

Fifty-two entries for 47th
MMSC South India Rally

s Bureau
CHENNAL

The 47th MMSC South In-
dia Rally to be held from
March IS to 17 at the Ma-
dras Motor Sports Club
MMSC) here has attracted
52 trie:

FIA APRC South India Rally

conte
ders) to be contested over

137km of 13 special stages
and covering an overall dis-
tance of about 446 km.

Arcor Arjun Rao.

‘The Madras Internation-
al Gircust is the hub of most
activity, including the sup-
er special and track stages.

e Asia Cup entry list is
headlined by Aroor Arjun
Satish Raj

representing Mandovi Rac-
ing

Ramkumar has a
smooth start

Chanta. KAMESH SEIVASA

TENNES

NEW DELHI

Third seed Ramkumar Ra-

Thanapet ta of Thai-
64, 64 in the first

round of 000 ITF
men's tennis tournament
at the DLTA Complex on
Wednesday

In the pre- rterfinals,
Ramkumar will play Jang
Yumseok rea.

ased past Siddhant Ban-
hia for the loss of three
Bame:

Siddbarch  Vishwakar-
ma. Kabir Hans and Chirag
Duhan were the other In-

beat compatriots, Nitin Ku-
mar Sinha, Yash Chaurasia

P
Easy outing: Ramkumar G not have ta sweat much against

and Raghav Jaisinghant.

Shooters need fine-tuning ahead of the
Paris Olympics, says Suma Shirur

ssUMBAT

1ndia’s rifle shooting coach
Suma Shirur believes the
shooters are in a very good
ahead of the Paris
Olympics, and all
need is a bit of fine-tuning
leading up to the mega
event. The NRAI will bold
four trials in April and May
to select the Indian shoot-
ing team for the Games,
and thereafter, the Indian
continent will be heading
to Munich for the ISSF
World Cup.
“Most of the work has
been done since Last year.

Hans Bt ¥ash Chaurasia 63, n =23 e
e Gy Sheesin ey | ere worldng on_lndle
LA YR SN, | thines. making positve

Manass Dramane
Suhan be e
Jaminghani 35, 54, 6-0; Yuichiro
Inui 51 Jagmest Singh 60, 6-1
Wishays Trongcharenchaliat b
6

63.0-6,64.

bt Thanapet Chanta
4,54 Nam Hoang Ly bt Manish
Ganesh 64, 6-2; Bare S o bt
s Hamvacht & &3¢ Mt
Leonz bt Dev Jawa 6-3,6-4

Surma Shirur.
FILE PHOTO: EMUANUAL ¥OGINI

launch of the I4th RR
Lakshya Cuy : ch
PRHE hald & el Naemial
Sports

v B
imbai o March 16 and

17. Around 54 shooters will

Beauchamp will attend the
abous olymplcs

is on how to perform at a

r stage. Thats the
main thing for us. Selfres-
ulation is the most impor-
tant aspect that we are go-
ing to work on because no

how you train, you
S8l npedd £ go. out there
and
Despite high expecta

tions, India’s shooters had
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AFC asks Bhattacharjee to submit evidence
of corruption charges against Chaubey

Press Trust of India
NEW DELMI

The Asian Football Confed-
eration (AFC) has asked
AIFFs ousted legal head
Nilanjan Bhatmacharjee to
submit evidence for the al-
of piion he

2 UMOyUN St o b B
Karan Singh 7602, 6 2.

has levelled nation-
al federation head Kalyan
Chaubey.

AIFF pusldem Chaubey
on March 6 served a legal
Potice to Bhattacharjee for
accusing him r

ion
Bhattacharjee, in a let-

made
tempts to slpnon off mo-

from the federation™
for personal expenses.
Taking

against the AIFF president
Kalyan Chaubey. In light of
m:

the ostees, - the AFC has
asked

tions relating to corruption
have been made by you

ser o -
ter, we kindly request t

you provide the AFC with a
Jall Written report secting
out tion on the
marter by 18 March 2024 at
the latest.” deputy secre-
tary to the AFC Disciplin-
ary and Ethics Committee,
Barry Lysaght. 'ty
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Winning streak: Karnataka’s victory helped it complete the red-ball double in age-group cricket,
also for the first time. K. MURALI KUMAR

Karnataka clinches
its maiden title

It’s the first trophy we have got at U-23 level; we just need to carry this
momentum and win as many as we can, says skipper Smaran

holes in the bottle cap with  6x6). Chasing a mammoth
the help of shoe spikes. Lit- 805, UP threatened to fold

tle did they realise that in  and give the host the added
Sports Bureau the Rengalurn of tondav. wa- qatisfaction of an ontright

C.K. NAYUDU TROPHY




* The Colonel C. K. Nayudu Trophy is a domestic cricket championship
played in India between under-23 teams representing various state
and regional cricket associations.

* |tis organised by the Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) and
is named after India's first Test cricket captain C. K. Nayudu.

* Each match is played over four-days. Over its history, it has been
played with various age-limits including under-22, under-23, under-
25.

* The current champions are Gujarat who defeated Mumbai in the
2023 final
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Gadkari (Nagpur): Goyal (Mumbai North); Khattar (Karnal)
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DATADELETED AS REGIME CHANGED: FIR
Hyderabad probes tapping
of BRS rivals, officer held

Party was in power in Tefangana.
DSP Dugyala Praneeth
Kumar was posted with the
Special Intelligence Bureau (SI8)
when the alleged offences took
He was suspended easer

This moneh after it came o light
that he allegedly erased intell-
sence data from the SIS's hard
drives after Congress won the
CONTINUED ONPAGE 4
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Vanchiton ko Variyata

Assistance of ¥ 11,700 crore to over 25 lakh beneficiaries
to promote entrepreneurship among Scheduled Castes,
Backward Classes and Sanitation workers

Gadkari, Khattar, Goyal in second
BJP list forLS, 28 MPs dropped

3 former CMs, 9 ministers, 15 women among nominees

|§ The winnability
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AFTER ENTHUSIASTIC RESPONSE
TO THE FESTIVAL SPECIAL HOUSING SCHEME, 2023,

DDA NOW OFFERS SEVERAL CATEGORIES

e

Cong revisits NYAY promise:
Rs 1 lakh/yr for poor women

fsedt “five crose Lamiies wio con-
stinuge the poorest 20 per cent of

families™ a guaranteed ca:
wansfer of Rs 72,000 a year “As
far as possible.

MANOJICG
NEW DELHL MARCH 13

AHEAD OF an uphill Lok Sabha
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Congress's 2019 election mani-
festo, under wivich it had prom-
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Growing tally, rising turnout: More
and more women stepping out to vote

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELFR MARCH 13

LOK SABHA POLLS: THE WOMAN VOTE

FROM THE womern's reservasion mzois
Bill passed by the BjP-led gov- o No_of seats where women
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OF FLATS ACROSS DELHI

SCHEME STARTS
14.03.2024

Phase III of Festival Special
Housing Scheme, 2024

7931 EWS and LIG flats in Pocket 11,
Sector G-7, Narela

Special discount of
15% for LIG flats at Ramgarh Colony
and MIG (2ZBHK) Flats at Narela, Sector
A1-4, Pkt. 1A, 1B, 1C

211 flats on offer at Ramgarh Colony

Near jJahangirpuri Metro Station

Plinth area in the range of 31.9-353 sq.m.
Discounted price in the range of

Rs. 13.1-14.5 Lakhs each

MIG (2 BHK) Flat Cost Rs. 85 Lakhs

after discount at Narela

Flats at Jasola, Rohini iraspur and
Loknayakpuram on First Come First
Serve basis at old price

8 HIG fiats at jasola, price in the range of
Rs. 2.08-2.18 Cr. each

838 LIG flats at Rohini, price in the range
of Rs. 14.1-14.24 Lakhs each

107 LIG flats at Siraspur, price in the range
of Rs. 17.4-17.7 Lakhs each

89 LIG flats at Loknayakpuram, price in
the range of Rs. 27-28.5 Lakhs each

Special Scheme for

Government Employees for MIG

(2 BHK) flats at Narela, Sector A1-4,
Pkt. 1A, 1B, 1C

25% discount for all employees of
Government of India, State Government,
Autonomous Bodies, Local Bodies, PSUs,
Central and State Govt. Universities

44s flats on offer

Each flat cost Rs. 75 Lakhs after discount:
Plinth area in the range of 112.7-114.7 sq.m.

FOR MORE [=]?
INFORMATION
SCAN QR CODE [=]




GLOBAL SIGNPOST FOR OTHER GOVTS GRAPPLING WITH HOW TO REGULATE FAST-DEVELOPING TECH.

European lawmakers give final approval to world’s first Al law

ASSOCIATEDPRESS
LONDON, MARCH 13

EUROPEAN UNION lawmakers
gave final approval to the bloc’s
artificial intelligence law
Wednesday, putting the world-
leading rules on track to take ef-
fect later this year.

The European Parliament
voted overwhelmingly in favor of
the Artificial Intelligence Act, five
years after they were first pro-
posed. The Al Actis expected toact
asa global signpost for other gov-
ernments grappling with how to
regulate the fast-developing tech.

“The Al Act has nudged the fu-
ture of Al in a human-centric di-
rection, in a direction where hu-
mans are in control of the

technology and where it helps us
leverage new discoveries, eco-
nomic growth, societal progress
and unlock human potential,” said
Dragos Tudorache, a Romanian
lawmakerwhowasa co-leader of
the Parliament negotiations.

Big tech companies generally
have supported the need toreg-
ulate Al while lobbying to ensure
any rules work in their favour.
OpenAl CEO Sam Altman caused
a minor stir last year when he
suggested the ChatGPT maker
could pull out of Europeifit can't
comply with the Al Act — before
backtracking to say there were
no plans to leave,

Like many EU regulations, the
Al Actwas initially intended toact
as consumer safety legislation,
taking a “risk-based approach” to

THE RISKIER THE MORE SCRUTINISED

BANNED USES:

M Social scoring systems
that govern how people
behave.

M Predictive policing,
emotion recognition
systems in schools,
workplaces.

M Police scanning facesin
public using remote
‘biometricidentification’
but with exceptions.

ON GENERATIVE
PLATFORMS

M General purpose Al
models will provide

detailed summary of the
media and dataonthe
internet used.

M Al-generated deepfake
pictures, video or audio of
existing people, places or
events must be labeled.

EXTRA SCRUTINY FOR
MOST POWERFUL

W There’s extra scrutiny for
the biggest and most
powerful Al models that
pose ‘systemic risks,” which
include OpenArI's GPT4 —
its most advanced system
— and Google’s Gemini.

epaperindianexpressicom Il

products or services that use Al
Thevast majority of Al systems
are expected to be low risk, such
as content recommendation sys-
tems or spam filters. Companies
can choose tofollow voluntary re-
quirements and codes of conduct.
High-riskusesof Al,suchasin
medical devices or critical infra-
structure like water or electrical
networks, face requirements like
using high-quality data and pro-
viding clear information to users.
Some Al uses are banned be-
cause they're deemed to pose an
unacceptable risk, like social scor-
ing systems that govern how peo-
ple behave, some types of predic-
tive policing and emotion
recognition systems inschooland
workplaces. Other banned uses
include police scanning faces in

public using Al-powered remote
“biometric identification” sys-
tems, except for serious crimes
like kidnapping or terrorism.

The law’s early drafts focused
on Al systems carrying out nar-
rowly limited tasks, like scanning
resumes and job applications.
The astonishing rise of general
purpose Al models, exemplified
by OpenAl’s ChatGPT, sent EU
policymakers scrambling to keep
up.They added provisions for so-
called generative Al models, the
technology underpinning Al
chatbot systems that can pro-
duce unique and seemingly life-
like responses, images and more.

Developers of general purpose
Almodels — from European start-
ups to OpenAl and Google — will
have to provide a detailed sum-

mary of the text, pictures, video
and other dataontheinternet that
isused totrain the systemsas well
as follow EU copyright law.
Al-generated deepfake pic-
tures, video or audio of existing
people, places or events must be
labeled as artificially manipu-
lated. There's extra scrutiny for
the biggest and most powerful
Al models that pose “systemic
risks,” which include OpenAl's
GPT4 — its most advanced sys-
tem — and Google’s Gemini.
Brussels first suggested Al reg-
ulations in 2019, taking a familiar
global role in ratcheting up
scrutiny of emerging industries,
while other governments scram-
bleto keep up.The Actisexpected
toofficially become law by May or
June, after a few final formalities.
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THEFIRSTAUTONOMOUS” Al
SOFTWARE ENGINEER: MEET DEVIN

BIJINJOSE
NEW DELHI, MARCH 13

US-BASED applied Al lab, Cognition, has
introduced what it claims is the world'’s
first Al software engineer. The makers say
that the Al agent, named Devin, has suc-
cessfully passed practical engineering in-
terviews held by leading Al companies. [t
has also completed real jobs posted on
Upwork, an US-based freelancing plat-
form, according to Cognition.

“Devinis atireless, skilled teammate,
equally ready to build alongside you or
independently complete tasks for you to
review. With Devin, engineers can focus
on more interesting problems, and engi-
neering teams can strive for more ambi-
tious goals,” read the company’s official
blog post on Devin.

What can Devindo?

The Al agent comes with advanced ca-
pabilities in software development, in-
cluding coding, debugging, problem-
solving, etc. Devin uses machine learning
algorithms to constantly learn and im-
proveits performance and adapt accord-
ing tonew challenges. It can build and de-
ploy apps end-to-end and can also train
and fine-tune its own Al models.

Devin can plan and execute complex
engineering tasks that would require
thousands of decisions. This is possible
owing to Cognition’s advances in long-
term reasoning and planning. According
to the company, Devin can recall relevant
context at each step, self-learn over time,
I and even fix mistakes.

assisted of the previous state-of-the-art
model.

In terms of performance, Devin Al is
capable of augmenting efficiency and
speed within software development
processes by automating repetitive tasks,
instantly generating code, expediting
project timelines, and cutting down de-
velopment expenses substantially.

One of the most notable facets of
Devin Al is that it is immune to human
errors or inconsistencies. The Al agent is
capable of guaranteeing precision and
uniformity in coding practices which can
lead to the development of superior-
quality software products.

It needs to be noted that the company
has not disclosed anything about the Al
model thatis powering Devin Al, nor has
it revealed detailed technical specifica-
tions. Some of the other popular Al-pow-
ered tools that help with coding are
OpenAl Codex, GitHub Copilot, Polycoder,
CodeT5, Tabnine, etc.

What challenges, opportunities does
it bring?

While the company has elaborated on
the capabilities of Devin, some experts
feel that the Al software engineer may
struggle with complex requirements or
instances that rely on human intuition
and creativity. Besides, Al tools such as
Devin seem to fan concerns about job
losses.

However, others believe that Devin
can be an ally for thousands of software
engineers, offering new avenues of col-
laboration between human ingenuity
and AL

What can Devin do?

The Al agent comes with advanced ca-
pabilities in software development, in-
cluding coding, debugging, problem-
solving, etc. Devin uses machine learning
algorithms to constantly learn and im-
prove its performance and adapt accord-
ing to new challenges. It can build and de-
ploy apps end-to-end and can also train
and fine-tune its own Al models.

Devin can plan and execute complex
engineering tasks that would require
thousands of decisions. This is possible
owing to Cognition’s advances in long-
termreasoning and planning. According
to the company, Devin can recall relevant
contextateach step, self-learn over time,
and even fix mistakes.

Besides, the makers have also en-
dowed the Al software engineer with the
ability to proactively collaborate with the
user. It reports progress in real-time, is ca-
pable of accepting feedback, and works
along with the user through design
choices as needed.

What about its performance?

On the SWE-Bench benchmark (a
benchmark for evaluating large language
models on real-world software issues
found on GitHub), Devin correctly re-
solved 13.86 per cent of the issues with-
out any assistance compared with the
1.96 per cent unassisted and 4.80 per cent

LlLAuW LUVLY Li1av ll\..llJ vviLil LU\.I.1115 alw

OpenAl Codex, GitHub Copilot, Polycoder,
CodeT5, Tabnine, etc.

What challenges, opportunities does
itbring?

While the company has elaborated on
the capabilities of Devin, some experts
feel that the Al software engineer may
struggle with complex requirements or
instances that rely on human intuition
and creativity. Besides, Al tools such as
Devin seem to fan concerns about job
losses.

However, others believe that Devin
can be an ally for thousands of software
engineers, offering new avenues of col-
laboration between human ingenuity
and Al

What is Cognition?

Cognition, the firm behind Devin, is
headed by Scott Wu. Cognition calls itself
an applied Al lab that is focussed on rea-
soning. The company claims that it is
building Al teammates with capabilities
that surpass existing Al tools. “Building
Devin is just the first step—our hardest
challenges still lie ahead,” reads the
website.

The agent will soon be available to be
hired for engineering works,but for now,
companies need to join a waitlist.

LONGER VERSION ON
indianexpress.com/explained



Pi Day: Understanding the world’s most famous mathematical constant

ARJUN SENGUPTA
NEW DELHI, MARCH 13

MARCH 14, OR 3/14 as per the American
convention, is celebrated as Pi Day world-
wide as an ode to the most well-known ap-
proximation (3.14) of the mathematical
constant Pi.

The tradition was started by physicist
Larry Shaw of the Exploratorium museum
in San Franciscoin 1988, and has since seen
global popularity.

On the day, mathematicians try to raise
awareness on their subject among lay per-
sons, through lectures, museum exhibitions
and pie-eating competitions.

In 2019, UNESCO’s 40th General
Conference designated Pi Day as the

International Day of Mathematics.

Whatis Pi?

Pi, oftenrepresented by the Greek letter
pi, is the most famous of all mathematical
constants. It represents the ratio of acircle’s
circumference (boundary) to its diameter
(a straight line between two points on the
circle’s boundary, passing through its cen-
tre). Regardless of the circle’s size, this ratio
always remains constant.

Piis an irrational number — it is a deci-
mal with no end and no repeating pattern
—whichis most often approximated to 3.14,
or the fraction 22/7.

How is Pi calculated?
The importance of Pi has been recog-
nised for at least 4,000 years. Academic Petr

Beckmanin hisclassicAHistoryof &
Pi (1970) wrote that “by 2,000 _,Q'Bé;
BC, men had grasped the sig- f&s
nificance of the constant that {4
is today denoted by pi, and
that they had found a rough
approximation of its value.”
Both ancient Babylonians
and ancient Egyptians came up
with their own measurements,
probably by drawinga circle of
some diameter, and then
measuring its circumference
using a rope of said diameter

7562

MATH

5 (circa 287-212 BCE) who came up
with the method to calculate Pi
that remained in use till the
17th century. He realised that
the perimeter of a regular

AN

in a circle is smaller than the
circumference of the circle,
whereas the perimeter of a simi-
lar polygon circumscribed about the
circle is greater than its cir-
cumference. This can be used
to calculate the limits within
which the value of Pi must lie.

in length. Babylonians settled
at 25/8 (3.125) as the value of Pi, while an-
cient Egyptians settled at (16/9)2 (approx-
imately 3.16).

It was Greek polymath Archimedes

Now, as one keeps adding
more and more sides to this polygon, it gets
closer and closer to the shape of a circle.
Having reached 96-sided polygons,
Archimedes proved that 223/71 <Pi<22/7

(in decimal notation, this is 3.14084 < p <
3.142858).

Following Archimedes, this method was
used by mathematicians constantly in-
creasing the number of sides of the polygon
to calculate Pi to ever greater decimal places.

The problem with this method, how-
ever, is that it is extremely labour intensive.
For instance, it took Dutch mathematician
Ludolph van Ceulen (1540-1610) a stagger-
ing three decades to calculate Pi to 35 dec-
imal points.

It would be Isaac Newton (1643-1727)
who significantly simplified the process of
calculating Pi. In 1666, he calculated Pi up to
16 decimal places using calculus, which he
discovered along with mathematician
Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz(1646-1713). What
had taken mathematicians years to calculate

now could be done in amatter of days.

But why does all this matter?

Circles are everywhere in the world. So
are three-dimensional shapes like cylinders,
spheres, and cones, all of which carry the
proportion of Pi. Knowing Pi’s value, thus,
has some crucial practical benefits in the
fields of architecture, design, and engineer-
ing. From constructing water storage tanks
to fashioning hi-tech equipment for satel-
lites, the value of Pi is indispensable in all
sorts of areas.

Moreover, Pi seems to be woveninto de-
scriptions of the deepest workings of the
universe — from calculating the vastness of
space or understanding the spiral of DNA.

LONGER VERSION ON
indianexpress.com/explained



Foundation Stone Laying Ceremor

IT minister Ashwini Vaishnaw, Tata Sons chairman N Chandrasekaran and Gujarat CM Bhupendra Patel at the
groundbreaking ceremony of three semiconductor plants — two in Gujarat and one in Assam — at Dholera
in Gujarat, on Wednesday. Vaishnaw said the first chip from Dholera will roll out in 2026. B PAGE & PT



Indian Semiconductor Market Lé«;?;xxu\mz;s

MARKET RESEARCH PVT. LTD.

Drvers ey laye JIIM
* Rising demand fo (__ S— KDt
v Silicon i9"
.conwmuelomom ]j 9-'3355 =/ « Germenuim +ICManufacturing
Implementation of adv Aural™— » .Cabon + I Packaging and Testing
anced technology in - o'\ Tin .05.0
automotive N e = ]
* Increase in 10T in — s Organisation Type
industrialization - —
Restraints = = s e
o e R
ANUNCIS N o Carbon Fabrication Technologies End User Industry
of equipment T = ,
Ooportunities/ P o Others « Metalorganic vapour phase epitaxy « Electronis
& pportun es. owir) | (MOVPE) « Telecommunication
* Tremendous ol « Molecular beam epitaxy (MBE) « Information & Technology
growth in electric ~— » Hydride vapour phase epitaxy (HVPE) - Data Processing
vehide » Liquid phase epitaxy (LPE) - Automotive
. Rmu:f 3mmuo.d:| . m;[')qu molecular beam epitaxy - I(t::::::: Machinary
manufacturing indus >
- " . Atomk layer dopoutlon (AlD) « Others

mavmnizemarketresearch.com Rtpn ) 'www inkedn comitampany maxsize marks search pvt)



CABINET DECISIONS

) y CABINET DECISIONS 6‘)6 y
" Azadigy 15 DECEMBER, 2021 l‘l Asdgy 15 DECEMBER, 2021

' Development of
Semiconductors and
Display Manufacturir
Ecosystem in Indi

Benefits:

Development of
Semiconductors and
Display Manufacturir
Ecosystem in Ind

1/2

® Incentives of 2.3 lakh crores to

position India as global hub ¢ Multiplier effect across different

sectors

® Deeper integration to the global
value chain

® 376000 crores approved for
development of semiconductors
and display manufacturing
ecosystem

,((I( il “‘_
(’ C )
e 5o2 e Higher domestic value addition in
' .+ electronics manufacturing
¢ Contribute significantly to
achieving a USD 1 Trillion digital
economy and a USD 5 Trillion
GDP by 2025

® Setting up of India £
Semiconductor Mission 4
to drive this sector g
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Why taps are running dry in Bengaluru

For the last two weeks
Bengaluru has been
reeling under a severe
water crisis. While the
drought in the Cauvery
basin is theimmediate
reason, groundwater
depletion and unplanned
constructioninthe
country's IT capital are
the other causes.
Banasree Purkayastha
looks at whether the city
canfind alasting solution
to its water woes
1

1,450 mn litres

of water from the
Cauvery river
needed by Bengaluru
every day

700 mn litres

of groundwater
extracted every day
additionally to meet the
city's water demand

1,940 mn litres

of wastewater generated
daily in Bengaluru
but around 25% is
left untreated

@ Other cities in
India too are
running dry

CITIESACROSS INDIA have
been facing water shortages
due to massive population
growth and unplanned
urbanisation. In 2019,
Chennai's reservoirs randry,
forcing the government to
bring 10 million litres of water a
day by tankers to its citizens.
Neither Bengaluru or Chennai
is rain-deficient, and have
facedfloodsinrecent years.
AWorld Wide Fund for
Nature reportin 2020 warned
that 30 Indian cities would face
a'grave waterrisk' by 2050
due to a sharp spike in popula-
tion. By 2030, 40% of India's
population will live in urban
areas, up from 34%in 2011,
making the situation worse.



» Current water crisis in Bengaluru

JENGALURUIS STARING ata
~ape Town-like water crisis this
rear with the depletion of
jroundwater and a drought in
he Cauvery basin. Even before
»eak summer has setin, 1,214 of
he 10,955 borewells drilled by
he city's municipal corporation
1ave dried up. In 3,700 others,
vater levels have dropped.The
sity needs 1,450 million litres
»er day (MLD) of water from the
-auvery and an additional 700
ALD from groundwater

financidlaiih cndx in

resources. lts water supply
body — Bengaluru Water
Supply and Sewerage Board
(BWSSB) — has been urging
people to use treated water for
non-drinking purposes.

The real challenge is the next
two to three months. With the
summer expected to be more
severe this year, 7,082 villages
and 1,193 wards, including in
Bengaluru Urban district, need
to gear up fora prolonged
drought-like situation.

® Reasons behind the water shortage

THE CURRENT SITUATION is a
result of multiple factors
including depletion of
groundwater resources,
reliance on distant water
sources, lack ofaccess to
BWSSB water supply
connection in peripheral parts
of the city, and an inefficient
water management system. The
city's population has gone up
from 8.7 millionin2011t0 12.6
millionin 2021, putting
additional pressure on existing

water supply facilities.

The poor rainfall in 2023 due
to the El Nino effect precipitated
the situation as adequate
groundwater recharge could
not happen. Its effect was
evident as summer setinthe
third week of February, which
usually starts only in Marchin
Bengaluru. The Krishnaraja
Sagar Dam in Mandya district
from where Cauvery wateris
supplied to Bengaluru also does
not have adequate water.

@ Impact on industrial production

THE PROLONGED WATER
scarcity is a cause for concern
forindustries too, particularly
small and medium enterprises
(SMEs). The major industrial
districts in the state require 290
MLD of water. Industrial areasin
Bengaluru urban and rural,
Tumakuru, Chikkaballapura and
Kolar districts are already facing
drinking water problems, and
without uninterrupted supply,
the state's industrial growth
may sufferin the short term.

Sectors such as textile
processing, chemical industries,
paper manufacturing and
packaging which are especially
water-dependent, apprehend
potential disruptions to
production in March.The
number of effluent treatment
plants in industrial areas are too
few to meet the demand for
treated water. IT companiesin
the city are better placed as
they have been implementing
water conservation measures.
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Coral Bleaching in Great Barrier Reef



* Recent aerial surveys conducted by Australian authorities confirm
widespread coral bleaching across two-thirds of the Great Barrier
Reef (GBR), signalling a dire threat exacerbated by climate change.

* Urgent action is needed to mitigate the impacts and protect this vital
marine ecosystem.



* Great Barrier Reef (GBR)

* The GBR is the world's largest coral reef system. It's located in the Coral
Sea off the coast of Queensland, Australia.

* The GBR stretches across 2,300 km and is made up of around 3,000 individual
reefs and 900 islands.



 The GBR is home to 400 types of coral, and 1,500 species of fish. It's
also home to endangered species such as the dugong and the large
green turtle.

* The GBR is a UNESCO World Heritage site and was inscribed in 1981.

e In 2023, the UNESCO Heritage Committee refrained from listing
Australia’s Great Barrier Reef as a site "in danger" but warned that
the world’s biggest coral reef ecosystem remained under "serious
threat" from pollution and the warming of oceans.



* Widespread mass bleaching of the Great Barrier Reef was first seen in
1998 and happened again in 2002, 2016, 2017, 2020, 2022 and now in
2024.



Great Barrier Reef
World's largest reef system covers over 2,300km. World Heritage site
is recognised for its ‘enormous scientific and intrinsic importance’

© {
4
°¢‘=’f.:‘-‘
4\ ,-"F
N What Is Bleaching
3 @ Healthy coral
\ Algae (zooxanthellae) lives in coral tissue,

AUSTRALIA

Previous bleaching
(2016 and 2017)

\ providing primary food and colour

@ stressed coral

Symbiotic relationship becomes stressed due to

increase in water temperature or pollution - coral
< polyps expel algae from tissue

@&
e

© Most severe

bleaching 7y

No or negligible A TN © Bleached coral

bIeachiﬁg : % .’% L Without algae, coral turns
ol Ss_ white and loses main

G S« source of food

-~

2019-20: Central and southern regions
more badly affected than in 2016 and
2017 events

In2019, Australia i,
downgraded reef's

AUSTRALIA

{ five-year outlook from poor . \
tovery poor, duetoimpact . "~ \ JO0km
of human-induced climate % \

change ~ \



* What Factors are Contributing to the Coral Bleaching in GBR?
* Temperature Stress

* Climate Change Impact

* Algae Relationship



Coral Reefs 0

(Rainforests of the seas) &

About

# Large underwater structures — made of
skeletons of colonial marine invertebrates
‘coral’ — individually called polyp

# Symbiotic Relationship with algae
‘zooxanthellae’ (responsible for beautiful
colours of corals)

# Support over 25% of marine biodiversity

Hard Corals vs Soft Corals

# Hard Corals - Rigid skeleton made
of CaCO, - reef-building corals
# Soft Corals - Non reef-building

# Largest Coral Reef in the World
# World Heritage Site (1981)
¥ Endures Mass Coral Bleaching

L

Great Barrier Reef (Australia)

Corals in India

¥ Present in the areas of Gulf of
Kutch, Gulf of Mannar, Andaman
& Nicobar, Lakshadweep Islands
and Malvan

Significance

# Coral reefs protect coastlines from
storms/erosion, provide jobs, offer
opportunities for recreation

# Source of food/medicines






 "Biorock technology” is talked about in which one of the following
situations?

* (a) Restoration of damaged coral reefs
(b) Development of building materials using plant residue
(c) Identification of areas for exploration/extraction of shale gas
(d) Providing salt licks for wild animals in forests/protected areas



* Consider the following statements: (2018)
1.Most of the world’s coral reefs are in tropical waters.

2.More than one-third of the world’s coral reefs are located in the territories of
Australia, Indonesia and Philippines.

3.Coral reefs host far more number of animal phyla than those hosted by tropical
rainforests.

* Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

* (a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d)1,2 and 3
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AARMFUL COLOURS FOUND IN FOOD

Rhodamine B: It is used as
an industrial dye. Because
of its low cost, Rhodamine B
is often used for food
colouring - an illegal
practice by all means.

It has been classified as a
potential carcinogen by the
International Agency for
Research on Cancer
(IARC). Its prolonged use in
food can lead to liver
dysfunction or cancer

Sunset Yellow: Itisa
synthetic dye used in food,
drugs, and cosmetics. If
consumed alone or in
combination with other
dyes, Sunset Yellow can
cause allergic or pseudo-
allergic reactions and severe
reactions among asthma
and urticaria patients

Carmoisine: A synthetic food dye,
it is also called Food Red. IARC
classifies it as a category 3
carcinogen. Its prolonged
consumption can affect liver,
kidneys and trigger behavioural
changes among children, besides
triggering skin rashes, and
respiratory allergies
Tartrazine: A yellow, nitrous
derivative compound, it is used as
a synthetic food colouring chemical.
Prolonged intake can cause
angioedema, eczema, bronchitis,
and headaches. It affects the
thyroid gland and hormones




* Recently, the Karnataka Government has announced a ban on the use of
harmful colouring agents in popular food items like cotton candy and Gobi
Manchurian.

* The ban targets Rodamine B in cotton candy and imposes restrictions
on Tartrazine usage in Gobi Manchurian.

* Rhodamine B is a chemical compound commonly employed in synthetic dyes for
colouring silk, jute, leather, cotton, and wool, as well as in the cosmetics and
plastics industries



* Tartrazine is a bright yellow azo dye that is more stable and a cheaper
alternative to natural food dyes.

e According to the Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI),
no colouring matter should be added to food unless permitted in the
Food Safety and Standards (Food Products Standards and Food
Additives) Regulation, 2011






« M witnessed a synergized demonstration of indigenous defence
capabilities in the form of Exercise Bharat Shakti in Pokhran,
Rajasthan.

It is a Tri-Services Live Fire and Manoeuvre Exercise,
first-of-its kind initiative held in Pokhran, Rajasthan.

 The exercise aligns with the Atmanirbhar Bharat initiative,
showcasing India's capabilities in multi-domain operations.






» South Korean company Hyodol has come up with a social robot.

* Hyodol is a social robot that uses Al to help older people with
dementia and those who are digitally disadvantaged.

* It is developed by Hyodol, AT companion chat robot platform in
South Korea.

» The Al social robot helps senior citizens beat loneliness, and aid
people with dementia.

» Hyodol collects lifelog data using interactive Al care robots based on
the latest AI and Home IoT technology
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