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Give Kerala a one-time
package: SC to Centre
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PiLOT SAFE

Tejas aircraft
es in

crash

Jaisalmer

DEFENCE DEMONSTRATION
Pokhran witness to
self-reliance, says PM
NEWS » PAGE 4

All eyes on the position
that SC is going to take

EDITORIAL » PAGE &

BoosT FoR cAPITALS
Pant set to return to
action in IPL 2024

SPORT » PAGE 16

PaTNA

Thi €6 on Tsadey seprchod
17 locstions nked t
resekhand Corgress MLA
Ambs Prasad, including her
residerce in Ranchi and the
premises of her relaties. The
raids were related to an
slleged tand scam and money.
Lsundering » PAGE 3

Indian troops
begin pull-out
from Maldives
coLosmo

indian treops staticned in the
Maldives have

withdraving from the istand
naticn, its defence suthos

Saini takes over as Haryana CM
after BJP-JJP alliance splits up

State BJP president Navab Si

Manochar Lal as the ruling coalition crumbles over Lok Sabha

seat-sharing differences: Saini daims his govt. has the support of 48 MLAs in the Assembly. 2 more than the majority mark

CHANDIGARH

aryana State BIP

president MP,
Nayab Si ni,
was sworn In as the new

after Manoha:
Council of Ministers re-
signed on Tuesday as the
strained ruling coalition of
the BJP and the

the State’s poj
tion, ahead of the 2624 Lok
and Assembly elec-
Notably, former Home
Atinister Anil Vij was ab-
sent at the oath ceremony,

Janta Party () broke
differences ov-
ng for the Lok

about him being annoyed.

’llzndy for challenges®
ng after taking the

osh ‘Mz. Saini said that

ha seats in Haryana. Also,
the BJP will form the next

nistered the oath of office
and secrecy toall of them.
Mr. iIs an Other
Bacioward Class (OBC) lead.
o and Dy appoadng him,

in the State
with 2 thumping majorsty.”
said

letter regarding this had

been submited t the Go.

vernor.

guard: gho)
mirsaas e astih o3 oalie oo vemyals Stegh Sairs on Tussday. st

Party. The P l-;:s 10 legls-

sembly,
MLAj and support from six

Independents and the lone
MLA of the Haryana Lokhit

tuency, was unanimously

elected as the leader of the

State BIF legialanure group,
ich he met the G

yernor to stake claim s

form the government. Mr.

aini was appointed State

rsw president n n:mber

year,

Inflation still at 5.1%,
but food prices rise

Marginal change

India

in January

retail inflation was 5.09% in Febnuary compared

Prakath Dhankar

Meamwhile, speaking on
the reason behind the lat-
est developments and the
alliance with the JJP, form-
er Chief Minister Mr. Mano-
har Lal hey

lowing this, decisions were
eaken accordingly.
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» PAGE 2

‘Citizenship comes under domain of Centre, State
governments have no role in CAA implementation’

NEW DELS

The Tamil Nadu Chief Mi-
nister’s statement that the
Citizenship _Amendment
Act (CAA), 2019 will not be

implementation of the le-
glslation as citzenship is

main of the Union
gm'emrnen!. a senior go-
vernment offi said on

tion under the Centre, the
responsibility of conduct-
ing background and secur-

sty checks les with Central
security ies such as
the Intelligence Bureau

cation ssued on .
applications will
be filed onlihe, the proce-

final decision on
apphl:z(lnns will be taken
by empowered com-
mlnee headed by the Di-
rector (Census Oy

tor representing the State
rernment only as an in-
vitee.

in each State, which will
include officers from the
intelligence Bureau. the
Post Master General, State
or National

The official said that on

canin

mdudu those issued by
authori-

2gainst minorties and Sei
Lankan Tamis living in camps.
in the State, he said. » PAGE 2

Centre officlal, and a re-
presentative each from the
Department of Home of
the Seate government and
Divissos

Manager will be the i
tees.
The districtlevel com-

for
cllbenshlp Under Section

the CAA that are to
be fllea by applicants; also

long
sion of affidavit and eligi-

nstitu-
tions. The final number of

blish faith] that are to be
by local &

ties in Pakistan, Bangla-
desh, and Afghanistan.
applicant will have to ap—

the “applicant will be int-
mated through e-mail/
SMS, the date and time on

once the forms have been
completely filled and sub-
mitted on the portal,” the
official said_
District level committee
Besides submitting the

mittee. which will be the
primary to sift the
applications, will be head-
edby pe:
=
x

bility Ito esta-

online, which

originals ‘ot all the. docu.

with the
appucaxlnn for
werification.™

If the documents are
found in order, the Desig-
nated Officer will adminis-
ter “Oath of Allegiance” to
the applicant and the digi-

Tuesday. RITL RAI KONWAR

tal coples will be forwam

10 sentenced
to life term in
2018 Hapur

Iynching case

Ishita Mishra
NEW DELHI

A Sessions Court in Hapur,
Uttar Pradesh. on Monda

convicted 10 persons and
sentenced them to life im-

Vikas Dhoot
NEW DELHI

India’s retafl inflation re-

Inflation measured by

the Consumer Food Price
Index (CFPD accelerated
from 9% in January to 9.2%
for urban residents.
Meanwhile, rural India

experienc n 8.2% up-
tick in February, compared
with 7.9%

tion stayed higher in rural
India, from the

slightly from 4.9% to 4.8%
in February. Most econo-
mists expect Inflation to
stay in the 5.1%-5.2% range
in March as well.

Over the pro)
This would Hft average in-
in the Last quarter of
this year over aver-
age projected by the Re-
Bank of India (RBD).

case 2018 in which a
mob kl.lled a man over ru-
mours of cow slaughter.

er, which is banned in the
State.

ruLL REPORT
» Py

high food inflal
push interest
pes further into
rizon, especially as the RBI
expects price rise to aver-
age 5% in the April to June

exclud-

pegged it at the lowest level
since 2015 when the cur-
rent series of inflation data

sumer Price Index rose
0.16%, while the CFPI rose
o,

Apart from vegetables,
prices rose at a faster dip
for eggs (10.7% in Febru-

the REI's upper tolerance

threshold of

Stares, mmparea with e
in the previous month. Od-

ishas inflation

X
and Haryana (6.3%) Seven
other States experienced
price rise over the national
average of 5.1%,
Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan,
and Gujarac.
Madhya Pradesh
nued to record the low:
inflation in the country, at
2.4% and 3.86%.

SBI submiits electoral bond
data to Election Commission

o
mistee which will cake the
final decisior

The MHA on Monday

Ame:
that would enable Khe im-
plememmmn of the CAA,

the l’arllzrnen(
Four years ago.

The legislation facili-
tates citizenship to undoc-
umented people belong-
I oae Ml S
Buddhist, Parsi, Chris
communicy { from
Pakistan, Bangladesh and

ucing
the eligibility to five years®
continuous stay.
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NEW DELHI

A day after the Supreme

directions to the SBI, con-
tained in its order dated
Feb. 15 and March 11, 2024
matter of WPC
880 aF 20475, clara o
electoral bonds has been
supplied by the State Bank
of India to the Election
Commission of India, to-
day. March 12, 2024." the
poll body posted on X.
The Supreme Court
while striking down the

A CPI(M} protest outsice the
S8l office Tuesday

June 30 to submit the data.

The court asl that the
ta mitted to tl
ECby - The EC was

saying it needed

this, the fop cours said ‘the

orwer the poll bonds isue. A%

electoral bonds scheme
unconstitusional in Febru.

ary. ected the SBI to
submit electoral bonds da-
ato

SCrejects plea

Qe Manidey; ihie g5 Soiry
dismissed a plea filed by
the SBI seeking time il

of bonds, the denomine
tion of the bonds, and the




Saini takes over as Haryana CM
after BJP-JJP alliance splits up

State BJP president Nayab Singh Saini sworn in to replace Manohar Lal as the ruling coalition crumbles over Lok Sabha

seat-sharing differences; Saini claims his govt. has the support of 48 MLAs in the Assembly, 2 more than the majority mark

Vikas Vasudeva
CHANDIGARH

aryana State BJP

president and MP,

Nayab Singh Saini,
was sworn in as the new
Chief Minister of the State
after Manohar Lal and his
Council of Ministers re-
signed on Tuesday as the
strained ruling coalition of
the BJP and the Jannayak
Janta Party (JJP) broke
apart, amid differences ov-
er seat-sharing for the Lok
Sabha election.

The new Chief Minister
inducted five MLAs — Kan-
war Pal, Mool Chand, Ban-
wari Lal, Jai Parkash Dalal
(all from the BJP) and Ran-
jit Singh (Independent) —
into the Cabinet. Governor
Bandaru Dattatreya admi-
nistered the oath of office
and secrecy to all of them.

Mr. Saini is an Other
Backward Class (OBC) lead-
er, and by appointing him,

it appears the BJP is at-
tempting to firm up its
hold and consolidate its
position among the OBCs,
who account for around
40% of the State’s popula-
tion, ahead of the 2024 Lok
Sabha and Assembly elec-
tions.

Notably, former Home
Minister Anil Vij was ab-
sent at the oath ceremony,
triggering  speculations
about him being annoyed.

‘Ready for challenges’
Speaking after taking the
oath, Mr. Saini said that
with responsibilities came
the challenges and he was
ready to face them. “We
will win all the 10 Lok Sab-
ha seats in Haryana. Also,
the BJP will form the next
government in the State
with a thumping majority,”
he said.

Mr. Saini said he had the
support of 48 MLAs and a
letter regarding this had

administers the oath of office to Nayab Singh Saini on Tuesday. ANI

been submitted to the Go-
vernor. “We have urged
the Governor to convene
the Assembly tomorrow,
where we will prove our
majority on the floor of the
House,” he said after chair-
ing a Cabinet meeting.

In the 90-member As-
sembly, the BJP has 41
MLAs and support from six
Independents and the lone
MLA of the Haryana Lokhit

Party. The JJP has 10 legis-
lators. The majority mark
in the Assembly is 46.

In a fast-paced develop-
ment during the day, Mr.
Lal, along with his 13 Cabi-
net members, resigned
from their positions. They
submitted their resigna-
tions to the Governor. La-
ter, Mr. Saini, an MP from
the Kurukshetra consti-
tuency, was unanimously

elected as the leader of the
State BJP legislature group,
after which he met the Go-
vernor to stake claim to
form the government. Mr.
Saini was appointed State
BJP president in October
last year, replacing Om
Prakash Dhankar.

Meanwhile, speaking on
the reason behind the lat-
est developments and the
alliance with the JJP, form-
er Chief Minister Mr. Mano-
har Lal said, “They [JJP]
must have spoken to the
Central leadership. The
BJP had won all 10 seats,
and to repeat it is our tar-
get and we will contest in
all seats. There’s nothing
official but I have got the
information that the JJP
has decided to contest all
the 10 Lok Sabha seats. Fol-
lowing this, decisions were
taken accordingly.”

SPECULATION ON JJP
» PAGE 2



Assembly

Name Constituency Term of officel?! Party!?]
(Elections)
1st
Bhagwat Dayal 1 November (1962 Indian National
g Y Jhajjar 23 March 1967 142 days _
Sharma 1966 elections) Congress
2nd
Rao Birender ) 20 November (1967 )
. Pataudi 24 March 1967 241 days _ Vishal Haryana Party
Singh 1967 elections)
Vacant®] 20 November
] N/A 21 May 1968 183 days Dissolved N/A
(President's rule) 1967
3rd
21 May 1968 | 14 March 1972 (1968
. 7 years, .
Bansi Lal Tosham elections)
193 days
30 November . .
14 March 1972 Indian National
1975 4th Congress
(1972
B iD 1D b 1 year, .
anarsi Das oy = e April 1977 y elections)
Gupta 1975 150 days
Vacant®]
acan N/A 30 April 1977 | 21June 1977 | 52days | Dissolved N/A

(President's rule)




24 July 1999 | 2 March 2000
Om Prakash 5 years, : :
(7) Narwana Y 10th Indian National Lok Dal
Chautala 224 days
2 March 2000 | 5 March 2005 (2000
elections)
11th
25 October
5 March 2005 (2005
2009
. . . elections) . .
g Bhupinder Singh | Garhi Sampla- 9 years, Indian National
Hooda Kiloi 235 days 12th Congress
25 October 26 October
(2009
2009 2014
elections)
13th
26 October 27 October
2014 2019 i
Manohar Lal 9 years, elections)
10 Karnal
Khattar 138 days
27 October 12 March
2019 20244l Bharatiya Janata Party
14th
(2019
Nayab Singh 12 March :
11 yan =i N/A ) Incumbent 0 days siaciions)
Saini 202441




Timeline [edit]

» B. D. Sharma
Birender Singh
- s Bansi Lal
— 1 Banarsi Das Gupta
— s Devi Lal
- sssssssssss Om Prakash Chautala
= Hukam Singh
Bhupinder Singh Hooda
s Manohar Lal Khattar
—— 1 ————————————————— ————— —————————————
1966 1971 1976 1981 1986 1991 1996 2001 2006 201 2016 2021
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PM unveils projects worth

over ¥ lakh cr. from Gu L

Prime Minister Marendra Mo
Laid the i

Aroune THS, OO0 crore are i fhe Talbway Sector
agped off 10 new Vande Bharat trains.

Delhi HC reserves order in

Drug regulator
warns about
Meropenem,
Disodium

Bindu Shajan Perappadasn

MEW DELHL

The Ceniral Drugs Stan-

Lok Sabha Secretariat
submits affidavit in
Mahua expulsion case

n details for tvping help is unfathomable, it tells court and

dard Control Organisation

(COSCON  has  cautioned

against the manufacture

and sale of unapproved | The Hindu Buresu
EW DELHI

he Lok Sabha Se-
cretariat has_told
the Supreme Court

Trinamool

drugs, specifcally warning
against those falling under
the category of “MNew
Dhrogs.

The drug regulator, cit

Ko treat owerload),

thar they had re- credern
ceived information that | tials with Dubal-based bu
some ma turers were | siness rshan Hi

Congress tax demand case

The Delhi High Court on Tu
ne on the

marter~. The appel

VT department in
took no steps to address the ssue.

The High Court sasd it was a “badly handled

late tribunal had raken a

anced and plasible wiew, it sakd.

s
for sale unless the licensing
authority approves it, and
thase who intend to mama-
facture a new drug should

make an application for
Erant of permission o the

ry.
It directed that all manu-
must be made

aware of Me em and
um EDTA. “The mat-
d o

used 47 times from the 1¥
address belanging o M.
Hiranandani,  including
when she was rvof in Dubai.
sharing credentlals 1o
the login
cepuible o po(ennal na-
tional securisy hazards and
can nor omly render the
system of the Lok Sabha to

Parliament. These are valid
of rari | secur-

be cancelled.” it nated

ity as well as the dignity
g kndependence of P

Sharing bogs
adds that this can make the system susceptible o security hazards

media in Mew Delhi in

submitted in a  Al-page
affidanie.

The Secretariat was res-
ponding 1o a petition filed
by Ms MMoitra, who
Challinged ot oxpulsion

arguwed

that the sharing of log-in
dietalls did not mean giving

comtral of the portal. Giv-

ing access

logm de(anls cannot be
“hacking™.

There was mo violaton of

hlc_t Aok there

no guid pro quo. No

MP herself operated the

ary
the Lok Shbha Secretarist

the portal, she had said.

rarmool lesder Mshua kMostra addresseng the
Decernber 2023 P11

She was expelled with-
out there being a set of

help At Tone il
responsibilitics

1t referred to the Com-

mittee on Ethics” observa-
tion that an act of sharing

of Login creden: an
exclusive portal to unauch-
orised personnel amount-
ed 1o a viclation of the pun-
itive  provisions
Informarion  Technology
Ak, 2000,

A Bench led by Justice
Sanjiv Khanna has lsted
the case for hearing in the
clc Stating o My

A Tejas sercraft of the ndian Air Force in flames after 5t crashed near
Jaisalmes during an aperational traming sortie an Tuesday. 5T

Tejas aircraft crashes
in Jaisalmer, first since
maiden flight in 2001

hacd

government
NEW DELME

A Tejas light combat air-  Scale Engineering e
cra of the Indian  lopment (FSED)  Phase-
Alr Force (IAF) crashed at rogramme to design and

jaisalmer during an opera-  develop two  technology
tonal training i dermonst in_ Apcil
Tuesday. This is the frst 1943, and $5.777.56 crore
crash of the indigencus jet  for FSE se-1 o

e ls maiden flighe an me. The objectives of

pﬂm ejec(ed safe-

Iy n Cotart of Inguiry has
bBeen constitured fnd
out the caunse of the acci-
dent the LAF saidin a post
on soci

ion harat
Shakrl was under way at
Pokhran.

The IAF currently oper-
ates two LCA

limired-series pro-
aircrafi, the mo-
A informed
‘The rmabden flighe of the
first

I e e i
squadron shortly.
‘On the overall project
cost. the government had
informed Parliament in
March 2020 that 9063 96
<rore had been spent on

the LA

strator took place on Janu-
200 1t was chrls—

e
operational clearance in
February 2O

‘India was the top arms importer in 2019-2023°

NEW DELH

India was the top arms im-
porter i the world in the

o Swedish think tank
stockholm  Internarional
Peace Research Institute
CSIPRD.

Ax the same tlrne arms
Imports opean
countries  inc

neasecl by
94% between ZO14-18 and
201923, the repor
which comes against the
of the war in

Ukraine.

“although  Russia  re-
mained bedia’
supplier

*s main arms
laccounting  For

delivertes from Russia lor
the Sowiet Union prior to
1991] made up less than
half of Indias arms io-

The .S, hasincreased it global robe as an ams supalies, exparting

rmere arms to mere countries than

poTts; per new data on
international arms transi-
rs from SIPRI rele. on
atonday.
biggest arms importers in
201923, including the top
three of India, Saudi arabia
and Qatar, were in Asia and
Oceania or the West Aska.
Ukraine became the fourth

“Mine of the M)

as its exports grew by 47%.

Europe’s capacity
Over half of arms imports
uropean  countries,

has ever dome Ge T MAAGES
roral allocation for the De-

espon-
rd of

capital allocation for new
Procurements was 2172 global arms exposts, -
lakh crore, 5.78% higher cluding large volumes go-
than the Budger Estimates  ing ourside the reglon, re-
of last year India seems to flect curope’s  strong
come back o the military-indusisial capac-
slot in arms Imports after oy said n
briefly ceding space to Sau-  Smith

past. In this regard, Mathew
mposts of Pakistan, the  George, Director of the Sk

fifth largess arms importer PRI arms  transfer: o
in 301923, wemt up by e, said the ULS. had
43%, with China supplying  increased its le as

an arms supplier — an im
aspect of s fo-
— exporting

counted for nea

MEW DELIL

The Department of Fha
maceul

ifying the

ey ST mot pay, under
any guise, for access 1o a

Govt. issues marketing code
for pharmaceutical firms

dhsce of such events in fo-

On drugs, the UCPRMP
states that promotion of a
st be consistent

Engagement  of  the
pharmaceutical  industry
with theare profes-
stomals  for

Medical Education u.um
should only be allowed
through  a  well-defined,
transparent, and verifiable
set of guidelimes, and con-

generally promoted in [n-
dia for more than a year,”
the rules state
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Seek self-realisation, own it

Caught up in earthly marters, devorees nevertheless want
achieve nirvana. 3 state wi

in water and not the other way round. When one

floating
realises the real self, within one. then ome has artained ful-
filment, and there i nothing maore o be gamed. The entire
process is succinctly summed up in the sl verses ofNirva-

Sharkam., said Swami Ramacharana Tirtha (Nochur) in

ma
a discourse.
One is sheathed in various layers and it i important to

Further buried is the mind (maram), followed by intellect
abuddhiy. The Innermost Laver is that of bliss, of chit
danandhan of sivam, which s r name for fulfil-
ment. The journey to the inner core is Tt it ks

mot easy,
gy nneselfnf(he shackles of external gratifi-
and find the inner self.

Tbast

poss
<carions, remaove

mains is complete equipoize. It is latent in everyone, and
one should seek it and own




India was the top arms importer in 2019-2023’

Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

India was the top arms im-
porter in the world in the
period 2019-23, with im-
ports having gone up by
4.7% compared with the
period 2014-18, according
to Swedish think tank
Stockholm International
Peace Research Institute
(SIPRI).

At the same time, arms
imports by European
countries increased by
94% between 2014-18 and
2019-23, the report said,
which comes against the
backdrop of the war in
Ukraine.

“Although Russia re-
mained India’s main arms
supplier [accounting for
36% of its arms imports],
this was the first five-year
period since 1960-64 when
deliveries from Russia [or
the Soviet Union prior to
1991] made up less than
half of India’s arms im-

F

S

The U.S. has increased its global role as an arms supplier, exporting
more arms to more countries than it has ever done. GETTY IMAGES

ports,” as per new data on
international arms transf-
ers from SIPRI released on
Monday. “Nine of the 10
biggest arms importers in
2019-23, including the top
three of India, Saudi Arabia
and Qatar, were in Asia and
Oceania or the West Asia.
Ukraine became the fourth
biggest arms importer af-
ter it received transfers of
major arms in 2022-23.”

In the interim Budget
presented in February for
financial year 2024-25, the

total allocation for the De-
fence Ministry was 6.2
lakh crore, of which the
capital allocation for new
procurements was 1.72
lakh crore, 5.78% higher
than the Budget Estimates
of last year. India seems to
have come back to the top
slot in arms imports after
briefly ceding space to Sau-
di Arabia in the past.
Imports of Pakistan, the
fifth largest arms importer
in 2019-23, went up by
43%, with China supplying

as much as 82% of all its
arms imports.

Arms exports by the
world’s largest supplier,
the U.S., grew by 17% bet-
ween 2014-18 and 2019-23,
while those by Russia fell
by more than half. France
emerged as the world’s se-
cond largest arms supplier
as its exports grew by 47%.

Europe’s capacity

Over half of arms imports
by European -countries,
55%, in 2019-23 were from
the U.S., up from 35% in
2014-18. “Europe is respon-
sible for about a third of
global arms exports, in-
cluding large volumes go-
ing outside the region, re-
flecting Europe’s strong
military-industrial capaci-
ty,” said SIPRI Director Dan
Smith.

In this regard, Mathew
George, Director of the SI-
PRI arms transfers pro-
gramme, said the U.S. had
increased its global role as

an arms supplier — an im-
portant aspect of its fo-
reign policy — exporting
more arms to more coun-
tries than it has ever done
in the past.

On France, which is
now the second largest
arms supplier, the report
said 42% of its arms went
to states in Asia and Ocea-
nia, and 34% to West Asia.
“The largest single reci-
pient of French arms ex-
ports was India, which ac-
counted for nearly 30%.
The increase in French
arms exports was largely
due to deliveries of combat
aircraft to India, Qatar and
Egypt,” the report stated.

“With many high-value
arms on order — including
nearly 800 combat aircraft
and combat helicopters —
European arms imports
are likely to remain at a
high level,” said Pieter We-
zeman, senior researcher
with the SIPRI arms transf-
ers programme.
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Iran arrests 4 over
footage of woman’s
row with cleric

TEHRAN

iran has arrested

n susplcion of giv-

inga fnregn-bﬁed broadcastes a video of an ar g
ment between a Shiite cleric and a woman not

mandatory heads,

wearing the
reported on Tue

carf, Iranian media

Closed-circuit television footage of the row i

regarded as an “enemy media” outlet by the Teh-

ran authoriti

In the video, the woman confronts the cleric
for allegedly taking photographs of her waiting

with her child in a Qom

<linic withous the head-

scarf that has been obligatory for women in publsc
since the years after the 1979 revolution.

prosecutor of Qom, Ruholl,

the “main publishers and

the video to the ~enemy (Iran) Inter-
e: been

The deputy
lemhkani. said four of
s rs=

ah Mos-

vs agency reported.

Fars

“What is clear to us, and we are sure of, is a de-
slgn and planning had been made to create divi-

ton in the.

society.” he added.

'I'hel'e hxs been renewed controversy over the
mandatory dress code since the death in custody

of Mahsa Ami
arrested for an alleged br

A Sarinlber MO2X MM Whia v
reach.

Her death sparked nafionwide protests that the

authorities blamed on incitement by Western go-
vernments and forelgn-based Farsi-language me
dia.

President Putin finds key selling point
for polls in resilient Russian economy

More than two vears since the war and despite the swee;

sanctions that have cut off much of Russia’s trade with Europe. the US. and their allies,

maost Russians find little change in the economy: the sense of stability is an asset for Putin as he orchestrates his ‘foreordained fifth presidential term

Associated Press
MOSCOW

ussians are finding

that a few import-

ed staples. like
fruiz, coffee and olive oil,
have shot way up in price.
Mose global brands have
i

uivalents

owne:
ship. A more Chinese

may be out of

that, not
much has changed eco-
nomically for most people
in President Viadimir Pu-
tin's Russia, more than two
years after he sent troops
into Ukraine. That's des-
pite the sweeping sanc-
tions that have cut off
much of Russia’s rade with
Europe, U.S. and their
allies. That sense of stabili-

foreordained victory in the
March 1517 presidential
election for a fifth. sixyear
term

mﬂaﬂon is higher than

to grow 2.6% this year, ac-

i s i rocomn
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nts: People walk past 2 billboard with an image of Russian President Butivwhich reds
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“There are difficulties,

they're con-

-al sit-

uation in the world” said

Andrei Fedotov who was

& Tver-

o i) shop-

ping avenve a few blocks
from the Kremlin. *

know this very well, but 1

believe we'll overcome
them.”

Brand manager Irina
Novikova was at des-

Pive higher prices in stores:
~More domestic products

Russian
products, lhe shops with

cording to the Internation-
al Monetary Fund, double ded, “Go look for
« revious forecast.
That's far above the 0.9%  Russian good:

for
Europe. fered. we know

may have suf-
there have

been some setbacks in that

rienting our thinking.
wore staiing &5 look: ¢

ese friends,” Ms.
Nov'lkm‘a gty

boost
2 Russian spending
for mi and

1 2 street in Sevastopol, Crimes on March 6.

government to ban a broad
Tange of food imports from

Planned  government
pending year is
ey oo Whar K ras
in 2018. Yet the deficit re-
taxes

hefty payments to volun-
teer soldiers are giving a
strong boost to the econo-

y.  Government-subsi-
Gaed mortgages are sup-
porting apartment buyers
in a powerful kick to the
booming construction sec-
tor, as evidenced by sever-
al mammoth high-rise de-
velopments going up on
the banks of the Moscow
River.

Inflation rankles, but it's
also nothing new. Russia
became more selfsuffi-
clent in producing its own
food after 2014, when it

and ol revenue keep flow-
ing .

Not that there aren't
strains on the economy.
labour

sanctions and a price cap
on oil sl

1o honour the price <
Russia also lost its lucranve
of its pipeline supply-

Eest issue”
e economy plays a very

national an.

. the economy is
the biggest i T
onomic stability “is a

other
d\a‘ he is still able o m mobtl-
masses.

dux u has to be Qenuxne

that there is this genuine
support, even
there is no chance a all for
the voters to change who is
in office,” he
Gross domestic product
an abstract num-

“What matters is infla-
tion.” he said. “And this is

an issue where the regime

actually <id some
The central bank has
been fightis

by raising interest rates to
16%. The government has

s
into rubles. holding down
r

Kiuge said the
faclor was Russia’

P exporting oil and
Pt e e St
ers in Asia.

As long as the price of
oil holds up,

n,
technology and productivi-
ty. Government largesse
may one day exceed the
central bank’s ability to
manage inflation. To what
extent generous policies
will continue after the elec-
tion s up to Mr. Putin.

Iran, Russia and China show
off naval strength with joint
exercise in the Gulf of Oman

DUBAS
Chine, fran o Brisdls
int naval
el Eo ths Gul o Oman, a
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An islamic Revolutionary Guard
Corps Navy miss#ie corvette at
sea in the Gulf of Oman. AFF

port by Iranian state televi-
sion quoted drill's
esperson,  Admiral

— their fourth since 2019 —

was also meant to improve
trade. confront -~piracy
and terrorism, support 1o
humanitarian

cue,” among other goals.

Stepping up ties
iran has stepped up its mil-
itary cooperation with Beij-

Africa are observers of the

The Gulf of Oman has

seen a sertes of attacks

since 2019 that the U.S. has
on iran.

Jolt to the conscience

Drastic measures: Manure dumped in front of the Aquitame
2nd regulations of regional standards, which they say are even stricter than the national ones, in Bordeaux on Monda:

cnat Council during a protest by French farmers against the constraints

Unemployed Afghans under Taliban risk death and debt in hunt for gold

YAFTAL SUFLA

Tearing off a piece of moul-

northeastern AF-
ghanistan.
The 30yearold found

o(n'len ﬁnhhed (hel.r break
nd
o s oot ontne & they
had set u
Their efforts geing
four tunnels have borne lt-
tle fruit, even as they pour
money into fuel. tools and
labour.

keps digging — the promise

tittle work as
nearby Fatzabad city, 50 he
banded with other unem
men to try their
Tack carving out a living in
the rocky mountains that
dominate Badakhshan

rovince.
“Five, six of us were job-
less, we came here to e -f
we can find anything-
mayon said, as the el
cse

lhe risks of debt.

The n be ifi-
can, wamned fellow miner
Qadir Khan.

anything from these kinds

of tunnels,” he sald.

“They lost two to three
ES

hundred thousand Afgha-
nis  (roughly
$4,200).
nothing o do but try to
find different work, make
money, and come back to
pay their debts.”

Despite being 74 years

Risky job: Afghan miners dig inside 3 tunnel of 3
mountains of Yaftal Sufla district in Badakhshan prownce. A5

ol mine in the

old, Mr. Khan says he has
no cholce but to keep
working, as he ov-

f the country
2021 may have sen an end

decades of war with
U.S. and its allies, but,
according to a World Bank

o two

er Sharif, 60,

farming. but it is not the
way it used to be.” he said,
complaining of a lack of

fred as
down a sluice co-
vered by material pulled
from car interiors.
e pro

the Kokcha River, which
snakes betw snow:

High stakes
Delving deep into the Af-
ghan moun the min-
ers risk not just debt, but

deah as well Mine collape-
s are common an-
iman, which is rich with
prec minerals like the
Bipis lazuli Badakhshan is
famous for.

The miners oeiy lhe Kok-
they

<ha said
friends recendy, o)
media reported earlier e
month that a gold miner
died when part of a mine
collapsed in ring
Takhar province

In 2015, at least 30 peo-
ple were killed when a gold

<ollapsed in

Badakhshan.

Despite the lisks the

found much of anything.”
said Homayon. -~But we
have hope,
o

Multiple crises
leave Senegal
with mental
scars, trauma
m}:mw

After weathering a slew of
health and political crises

African nadon had fully

from the CO-
VID-19 pandemic, was
rocked by violent riots in

nessed
rest which hzve resulted in

s election  un-
leashed angry otests
which left four people
dead_

Health experts are call-
ing for better support for
those rering

range of o symposens includ-
ing anxiety, sleep disor-
ders and me
exhaustion.
“We h: barely
emerged from COVID that
ol fe].l mto :m situation of
eat confu-
slon. paychologist Serlgne
thaye

gentres mn
are high levels of ir-
ugnlar migration.
has called ror simitar
Thax

recently passed amnesty
law.
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Iran, Russia and China show
off naval strength with joint
exercise in the Gulf of Oman

Associated Press
DUBAI

China, Iran and Russia
have begun a joint naval
drill in the Gulf of Oman, a
crucial waterway , officials
said on Tuesday.

Footage aired by Chi-
nese state television and a
video released by the Rus-
sian navy showed the on-
going drill, known as “Ma-
rine Security Belt 2024.”

China sent the guided-
missile destroyer Urumgqi
and the guided-missile fri-
gate Linyi to the exercise.
Russia’s forces are being
led by the Varyag, a Slava-
class cruiser. More than 20
ships, support vessels and
combat boats from the
three countries, as well as
naval helicopters, are in-
volved in the exercise. A re-

An Islamic Revolutionary Guard
Corps Navy missile corvette at
sea in the Gulf of Oman. AFp

port by Iranian state televi-
sion quoted the drill’s
spokesperson,  Admiral
Mostafa Tajaddini, as say-
ing the drill will take place
in 17,000 square kilometer
of water.

Adm. Tajaddini added
that the three nations’ drill
— their fourth since 2019 —

was also meant to improve
trade, confront “piracy
and terrorism, support to
humanitarian  activities
and the exchange of infor-
mation in the field of res-
cue,” among other goals.

Stepping up ties

Iran has stepped up its mil-
itary cooperation with Beij-
ing and Moscow in res-
ponse to regional tensions
with the U.S., including the
supply of military drones
to Russia now being used
in Moscow’s war on Uk-
raine.

Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan,
Oman, Pakistan and South
Africa are observers of the
drill.

The Gulf of Oman has
seen a series of attacks
since 2019 that the U.S. has
blamed on Iran.
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The Gulf of Oman or Sea of Oman, also known as the Gulf
of Makran or Sea of Makran, forms the only entrance to
the Persian Gulf from the Indian Ocean.

It connects the Arabian Sea with the Strait of Hormuz,

which then empties into the Persian Guilf.

Bordering Countries: It is bordered by Pakistan and Iran in
the north, by the United Arab Emirates in the west and
by Oman in the south.




The Gulf of Oman is about 320
km wide at its widest
point between Cape al-Hadd in

Oman and Gwadar Bay on the
Iran-Pakistan border. It
narrows to 35 miles (56 km) at
the Strait of Hormuz.

It is approximately 560 km
long.




Some of the significant islands that are located in the Gulf of Oman include
Sheytan Island, Al Fahal Island, Dimaniyat Islands, and the Sawadi Islands.

The major international shipping ports that are situated in the Gulf of

Oman include Port Sultan Qaboos Muttrah in Muscat, Oman; Chabahar Port
in Iran; the Port of Fujairah and Khor Fakkan Container Terminal in the United
Arab Emirates.

Roughly one-third of the world's oil is exported via the Strait of Hormuz and
the Gulf of Oman.
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Saini replaces Khattar as Haryana
CM, BJP ends alliance with JJP

Outgoing CM says may get a new responsibility in LS polls
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CHIEF Minister
Manohar Lal Khattar and his
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On CBI radar in Russia ‘war visa’ case:
BJP corporator’s son, mystery office
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SBI complies with
SC order, submits
details of electoral
bonds to poll panel

Information in digital format, we can
meet March 15 deadline: EC officials
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GLOBAL RANKINGS FOR SCHOOLS OF PUBLIC HEALTH

Public Health Foundation of India
is ranked No 2 on global list

ANURADHA
MASCARENHAS
PUNE, MARCH 12

IN THE first global rankings for
schools of public health, the
Public Health Foundation of India
(PHFI) has secured animpressive
second place, surpassing Harvard.

Theleading five institutions in
thelistinclude the London School
of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine,
the Public Health Foundation of
India (PHFI), Harvard T.H. Chan
School of Public Health, the Swiss
School of Public Health (SSPH+)
and the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg
School of Public Health.

The rankings are part of are-
port titled ‘A New Model for
Ranking Schools of Public
Health: The Public Health
Academic Ranking’ published in
the International Journal of
Public Health.

“As there is no ranking de-
signed for schools of public
health, this project aimed to cre-
ate one. To our knowledge, the
PHAR is the first international
bibliometric university ranking
system designed for academic
public health,” lead author
Adeline Dugerdil, Margaret Chan

(who has served two terms as di-
rector-general of World Health
Organization) and others said.
The project was funded by
the Institute of Global Health,
University of Geneva. The au-
thors of the report said that given
the importance of public health,
the common use of rankings in
the academic world, and the de-
mand for a valid ranking system,
a ranking for schools of public
health was designed and tested.
“Although two of the top five
schools were from the US, the
top 10included institutions from
four continents. The presence of
schools from India, Thailand,
South Africa and Singaporeis no-
table and may reflect the in-
creasing importance of public
health research in non-high-in-
come countries,” the report said.
Professor K Srinath Reddy,
honorary distinguished profes-
sor and goodwill ambassador of
PHFI for public health partner-
ships, told The Indian Express that
this recognition was gratifying,
“Public health is pivotal to na-
tional developmentand global se-
curity. PHFI has established six in-
stitutes indifferent regions of India
to promote multidisciplinary ed-
ucationand researchwhichcanin-

formand assist multi-sectoral poli-
cies and programmes for protect-
ingpeople’shealth. Ithasaimed to
be locally relevant, nationally im-
pactful, and globally respected.
This recognitionis gratifying since
itshowswe have been on the right
path. It is yet another vindication
of the respect the world has for
Indian science,” Reddy said.

Reddyis a former president of
PHFIand headed the Department
of Cardiology at All India Institute
of Medical Sciences.

“It is interesting that this
school (Public Health Foundation
ofIndia) ranks exceptionally well
not because of the ‘productivity’
criterion(as might have been felt
given the network bringing to-
gether numerous schools in the
same country) but thanks to the
‘quality’ criterion, whichareall at
the maximum,” the report states.

Dr Vikram Patel, Chair,
Department of Global Health
and Social Medicine, Harvard
Medical School, told The Indian
Express that this was a proud day
for Indian science. “Rarely has
any Indian institution been
ranked so high globally. This feat
isevenmore remarkable consid-
ering that PHFI was stripped of
its FCRA licence in 2017."
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* PHFI has established five Indian Institutes of Public Health (IIPHs) in
Bhubaneswar, Delhi, Gandhinagar, Hyderabad and Shillong. The
institutes are aimed at being research and education institutes
focusing on public health.

* In 2015 Indian Institute of Public Health, Gandhinagar was the first
lIPH to be granted autonomous university status through The Indian
Institute of Public Health Gandhinagar Act, 2015 laid out by the State
Government of Gujarat.|



Govt: Lab to monitor sea water
quality and testbed to track
monsoon systems inaugurated

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BENGALURU,MARCH 12

INDIA ON Tuesday commis-
sioned the atmospheric testbed
facility near Bhopal. The testbed,
works of which began in early
2018, is equipped with high-end
instruments to record several vi-
tal parameters that will be fed
intoimproving the weather mod-
els besides facilitating advanced
studies on the Indian monsoons.

Kiren Rijiju, Minister, Earth
Sciences, on Tuesday virtually in-
augurated the first phase of the
Atmospheric Research Testbed in
Central India (ART-CI) in Sehore
district, located about 50km
northwest of Bhopal in Madhya
Pradesh. He also inaugurated the
Coastal Research Laboratory (CRL)
established in Visakhapatnam’s
Dolphin’s Nose area.

Pune-based Indian Institute of
Tropical Meteorology (IITM) is
spearheading the research activi-
tiesat this first-of-its-kind testbed
facility built at a cost of Rs 125
crore, whereas Chennai-based
National Centre for Coastal

Research (NCCR)will host and co-
ordinate activities at CRL.

India receives nearly 70% of
the country’s rainfall during the
June to September southwest
monsoon season. Itis the interac-
tions between the southwest
monsoon winds and westward-
moving low pressure systems or
depressions, that sustain the rain-
fallactivity over the core monsoon
zone. Agriculture in this zone,
spanning from Gujarat to West
Bengal across central India re-
gions, israin-fed. The area around
Silkheda in Sehore lay directly in
the path of rain-bearing systems
—the low pressure systems or de-
pressions originating in the Bay of
Bengal — making it an ideal area
to study their characteristics and
also the properties of the clouds
embedded in them.

" The testbed in Bhopal is a
unique observational facility and
will help better understand the
cloud systems,land-atmospheric
systems and tracking of the low
pressure systems and depres-
sions. With climate change, rain-
fall associated with these systems
during the monsoon season have

been becoming erratic. Data ob-
tained from the testbed facility
will be assimilated and used to
improve the forecasts,” said R
Krishnan, director, IITM.

Nearly 25 high-end instru-
ments like the aethalometer for
aerosol studies, cloud condensa-
tion nuclei counter, laser ceilome-
ter to measure cloud sizes, micro
rain radar to calculate raindrop
size and itsdistribution have been
installed. A Ka-band cloud radar
and a C-band doppler weather
radar will also help track the
movement of rain-bearing sys-
tems over this zone.

"Blue economy and climate
change are becoming hot topics.
Indian scientists are breaking new
grounds and for a large country
like India, such centres are criti-
cal” Riii

Atthe inauguration of the lab,
MOES Secretary M Ravichandran
said: “Water quality monitoring
is key in tracking the health of
the seas. With India's Blue
Economy taking shape, CRL will
have a key role to play in future.
CLR should have nodes in each
of the coastal states of India..."



ASI Survey of
Bhojshala
Complex




* The Indore Bench of the Madhya Pradesh
High Court has ordered the Archaeological
Survey of India (ASl) to conduct a scientific
survey of the Bhojshala Temple-Kamal Maula
Mosque complex in Dhar district to clarify its
original nature.

I
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The Bhojshala Temple-Kamal Maula Mosque complex was originally a temple of goddess Sarasvati
built by Parawara King Bhoja in 11th Century AD.

The mosque is built using structural members of the temple.

The monument also retains some slabs inscribed with Sanskrit and Prakrit literary works.

Noted as a great patron of art and literature, King Bhoja is said to have established a school, now
known as Bhojashala.

Under an agreement with the ASI, Hindus perform puja in the temple every Tuesday, and Muslims
offer Namaz every Friday.



* Dispute:
 The controversy revolves around the original status of the site as a temple.
* The petitioner cites an ASI report claiming that the original Bhojshala and Vagdevi

temples were demolished to build a mosque. A survey was requested to determine the
actual history of the site.

* One respondent challenged the svit's maintainability, citing the principle of res
fudicata (a thing adjudged), noting a similar petition was dismissed by the High
Court's Principal Bench in 2003.
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Recently, the Yaoundé Declaration marked a significant milestone in the fight
against malaria, as health ministers from 11 African countries pledged to end

malaria deaths.

The total number of malaria cases globally increased from 233 million in 2019
to 249 million in 2022. Africa witnessed a significant rise in malaria cases
during this period, reaching 233 million cases.

Africa accounts for 94% of global malaria cases and 95% of malaria-related
deaths.




While progress against malaria has stagnated in the WHO Africa region, the 11
African countries involved in the Yaounde conference account for over 70% of
the global malaria burden.

The declaration aims to strengthen health infrastructure, expand personnel
capacity, and enhance program implementation.

They also seek to foster partnerships for funding, research, and innovation.




* Despite the declaration, experts highlight the need for concrete action on
the ground.

* The African Union's goal to control and eliminate malaria by 2030 faces
significant financial gaps, with USD 1.5 hillion needed to sustain basic
malaria services and additional funds required for climate adaptation in
the health sector.
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MALARIA

Malaria is disease caused by plasmodium
What is parasites that is transmitted to people
L bitieee s through the bites of infected female
Anopheles mosquitoes.

Plasmodium falciparum
Plasmodium malariae
Plasmodium vivax
Plasmodium ovole
Plasmodium knowlesi

Vector
Varieties

SYMPTOMS

« Vector control is the best way to reduce
transmission.

» Insecticide-treated mosquito nets and
indoor residual spraying are effective too

+  Wear full clothing so that mosquitoes
have no contact with skin

« Developing non-vector carrying mosquito
species have also potential to reduce
threats

+ RTS,S/ASOI (RTSS) is the only vaccine
to Show that it can significantly reduce
malaria.

India represents 3% of the global malaria burden. India
has shown a reduction in reported malaria cases of 49%
and deaths of 50.5% compared with 2017.
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Government of India

() Malaria is a life-threatening disease; that is preventable and
curable.

(@ Malaria is caused by parasites that are transmitted to
people through the bites of infected female anopheles
mosquitoes.

@ In 2016, there were 216 million cases of malaria and 445000
malaria-related deaths worldwide.

@ Since 2010, 6 countries have been certified
malaria-free (Armenia, Maldives, Morocco,
Kyrgyzstan, Sri Lanka and Turkmenistan), and
several others are moving closer to obtaining
this status. |
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* The report emphasizes notable progress in malaria prevention
through the phased introduction of the WHO-recommended malaria
vaccine, RTS,S/AS01, in African nations.

* Rigorous evaluations in Ghana, Kenya, and Malawi reveal a significant
decrease in severe malaria and a 13% reduction in early childhood
deaths, affirming the vaccine's effectiveness.



In October 2023, WHO
recommended a second

safe and effective malaria
vaccine, R21/Matrix-M.

The availability of two
malaria vaccines is
expected to increase
supply and make broad-
scale deployment across

Africa possible.

/




E-2025 Initiative: The WHO launched the E-2025 initiative in 2021.
The initiative aims to stop the transmission of malaria in 25
countries by 2025.

The WHO has identified 25 countries that have the potential to
eradicate malaria by 2025.



India to Become Third Largest




CRISIL, a major rating agency in India, forecasts the country's
Gross Domestic Product (GDP) growth to be 6.8% in the next

fiscal year (FY25).

CRISIL expects India's economic growth to moderate slightly
from the current fiscal year (FY24) due to factors like higher
interest rates but still sees a healthy 6.8% growth for FY25.




Over the next seven years, CRISIL predicts an average annual growth rate of
6.7%, potentially propelling India to become the world's third-largest economy
by 2031, trailing behind the US and China.

India, with a GDP size of USD 3.7 trillion, is currently the fifth largest economy
in the world, after the US, China, Japan and Germany.

The projected growth is expected to elevate India's per capita income (reach
$4,500 by 2031), allowing it to reach upper-middle-income status by 2031.




* Crisil's India Outlook report projects that between fiscal 2025 and
2031, the size of the Indian economy will inch closer to the USD 7
trillion mark.
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 The Gorsam Kora Festival, held annually in Arunachal Pradesh’s
Zemithang valley, concluded, celebrating the shared Himalayan
Buddhist cultural heritage and the enduring friendship between
India and Bhutan.

 Located along the Nyanmjang Chu River, Zemithang is historically
significant as the refuge where the 14th Dalal Lama sought
sanctuary in 1959.

* The festival, centred around the 93-foot tall stupa — ‘Gorsam
Chorten’ built in the 13th century, attracts thousands of devotees,
Including Bhutanese nationals, for prayers and traditional rituals.







Parrot fever, also known as psittacosis, is a respiratory bacterial infection caused by
the bacterium Chlamydia psittaci.

The infection primarily affects birds, such as parrots, pigeons, and poultry, but can
be transmitted to humans through inhaling particles from bird feathers or droppings.

Symptoms include fever, headache, chills, muscle pains, coughing, difficulty
breathing, and gastrointestinal symptoms.

Treatment involves antibiotics, such as doxycycline or tetracycline, along with
supportive care and symptomatic relief.

Prevention includes proper hygiene practices, such as handwashing and avoiding
close contact with sick birds.
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