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SC firm, tells SBI to share poll bond details today

Top court dismisses the bank’s plea seeking more
time to provide Election Commission the details

WEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
" oo oo i
sed an application

by the State Bank of India
KSBI for tine
pro

A ench
headed by Chief Justice of
India DY Chandrachad

Eave
hours, that is, by the clase
of business hours  on
mtarch 12, to provide the
details o the Hection

Commission (EC).
e consre sasd the infor-
ectoral bonsds

stored in a digital format.
The | had cap-

Says the information needed to be divulged by the
judgment was “readily available” with the bank

Thes

spectre of bonds

A lock at what fofiowed the Supreme Court's scrapping of the slectarsl bonds scheme

and Fobrasny 15, 2024 SBI by W

2 pl:
<l o 1

our February:

ved from the mo. Caa

" v e ails.
B [l R
JuslEimen
NDRACHUD

W askeed yous o do
1 disclosure,

simed the “core purpose™ of
bonds

the  electoral
scheme, which was ~ut-
muost secrecy”. “We have

But Chief Justice Chan-
drachud said the judgment

The Chief Justice said

purchase
electoral Dond, hud to sub.

mit to the bank their bond
applications,
«©

and proof of payment. Si-
milarly, political parties, in
order o redesm a bond,
had o open current c-
counts in any of the auth-
orised branches.

“There

is no  dispute
was fol-

and n
Judgment,” Justice B.R- Ga-

Directs the Commission to compile and publish
the data on its website by 5 p.n. on March 15

val, on the lsen.cn_ ad-
dressed Mr
Chaer Justies Chandra-

<hud pointed out that the
SBI had not ewen bothered

san I3
if SBI did not comply with
*s directions .
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Multiple re-entry vehicle technology
successfully tested on Agni-5 miissile

MEW DELH

Prime Minister Narendra
[ am-

nounced the successful
resefiring of Agni-5 ballistic
ile Aultiple Inde-

ble Re-

entry Vehicle (MIEV) tech-
fence Re-

in Od-
. This is conssdered a
major technological break-

ple warheads at different
locations, Eovernment
sources 5
Select group of nations
Motng that with this rest
India has joined the select
up of nations who
SRV capabiliy, Defence
ach oo

entry wehicles. The mis-

ired acc
biliry is an emunciator of In-
dia’s

prowess,” sources said_

carry
will ensure that a single
missile can deploy multi-

Frome ot lmdia
weapons delivery.

i marscle: The Agni-5 m

th iR eechmology being

Ve frem De. A P, Al Kalarm I2land e Mondsm. A

SC stays conviction of T-N

former Minister Ponmudy

ator.

The Supreme Court, in a
chamber hearing in Jans-
ary, had granted the cou-
ple’ exemption from sur-
rendering  following  the
Madsas High
Judgment

The couple were repre-

They had submitted that

the High Court erred in
<clubbing the assets of Mr.

riod,” their petition ar-
Eued.
The pesition had sad it

measuring 26 acres and
basiness  with  seweral
crores of rupees’ turmov-
er

earning indepen-

maudy,” it had contended

SC refuses to stay Saibaba’s acquittal,
says there is no ‘urgency’ to jail him

PEEW DL

The Supreme Court on
refused to stay the

acquettal of former Delhi

University profess

the Boosba: =
under the Unlawful
activithes (0

s s
tice B.R. Gaval, heading a
Bench Justice San-
i

—_— e —
The Bombay High Court had o

6.1 Samoba L e
wnder the Unlawiul Activities (Prevention) Act on March &

of

deep Mehta, A
ditional sclicitor General
SV, Raju, appearing for
maharashira.

Salbaba's case fortified the

Innocences
Though the state had
ot separasely applied for a
Stay of the High Gowurs wer.
dice of acquittal. the spe-
clal leave petsth
fained a prayer far A
interim stay.

The court granted leave,
admirring  the eai
Amminat the acquital, but
did not specify any date for
hear

“well reasoned
"mu:arnﬁ.le for early hear-

There are two acquuit-
rals by difersnt Benches
lof

Union Home Ministry notifies CAA
rules ahead of Lok Sabha election

Wigaita Singh

PeEW DEL

Just days ahead of the an-
nouncement of Lok Sabha

Prima facie we

the second time

zenship Amendment Act
[t passed by Parlia-
ment in 2019,

Though the law
tates ciddwansh.llp o

facili-

provide six types of docu-

Acthizss.of o leftautfit toke out 2 protest march
arthapuram, Kerala an Monday. ©1
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Multiple re-entry vehicle technology
successfully tested on Agni-5 missile

Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Monday an-
nounced the successful
test-firing of Agni-5 ballistic
missile with Multiple Inde-
pendently Targetable Re-
entry Vehicle (MIRV) tech-
nology by the Defence Re-
search and Development
Organisation (DRDO) un-
der Mission Divyastra.

The flight test was car-
ried out from Dr A.P.J. Ab-
dul Kalam Island in Od-
isha. This is considered a
major technological break-
through.

“Proud of our DRDO
scientists for Mission Di-
vyastra, the first flight test
of indigenously developed
Agni-5 missile with Multi-
ple Independently Targeta-
ble Re-entry Vehicle
(MIRV) technology,” Mr.
Modi posted on X.

The MIRV technology
means a single missile can
carry multiple warheads. It
will ensure that a single
missile can deploy multi-

ple warheads at different
locations, government
sources said.

Select group of nations

Noting that with this test
India has joined the select
group of nations who have
MIRV capability, Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh too
joined the PM in congratu-
lating team DRDO. The
DRDO, in a statement,
said, “Various telemetry
and radar stations tracked
and monitored multiple re-
entry vehicles. The mis-
sion accomplished the de-

signed parameters.”
“This system is
equipped with indigenous

avionics systems and high-
accuracy sensor packages,
which ensured that the re-
entry vehicles reached the
target points within the de-
sired accuracy. The capa-
bility is an enunciator of In-
dia’s growing technological
prowess,” sources said.
The Agni series of mis-
siles constitute the back-
bone of India’s nuclear
weapons delivery.

Adding muscle: The Agni-5 missile with MIRV technology being
launched from Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam Island on Monday. AN






= |NAIA’S Agni missiles




Name

Range

Agni-l

700-1,200 km!!l7 (Operational)

Agni-P

1,000-2,000 km (Under development)!!®]

Agni-ll

2,000-3,500 km!'®! (Operational)

Agni-ll|

3,000-5,000 km!®! (Operational)

Agni-1V

3,500-4,000 km!'7”l(Operational)

Agni-V

7,000-8,000 kml18l19120121122] (Operational)

Agni-VI

11,000—-12,000 km!#123124] (Under development)




Type

Agni-l, P, I, Ill, IV, V, VI

R —

;_
=
a
Al

Agni-V ICBM

Medium-range ballistic missile
(Agni-I, Agni-1l, Agni Prime)
Intermediate-range ballistic missile

(Agni-lll, Agni-I1V)

Intercontinental ballistic missile

(Agni-V, Agni VI)

Place of origin  India

In service
Used by

Designer

Manufacturer

Service history
Active
India

Production history

Defence Research and
Development Organisation

Bharat Dynamics Limited

Mass

Length

Diameter

Warhead

Engine
Propellant

Operational
range

Specifications

12,000 kg (Agni-1)!'!

16,000 kg (Agni-Il)

48,000 kg (Agni Ill)

17,000 kg (Agni-1V)/2!

49,000 kg (Agni-V)2!

55,000 kg (Agni VI)[*!

11,000 kg (Agni P)

15 m (Agni-)[']

21 m (Agni-I)l!

17 m (Agni-Il1)[€]

20 m (Agni-1V)@]

17.5 m (Agni-V)!

10.5 m(Agni-P)

1.0 m (Agni-I, Agni-ll)

2.0 m (Agni-lll, Agni V)

1.1 m (Agni VI)/4!

1.15 m (Agni P)

Conventional high explosive-unitary,
penetration, cluster munitions,
incendiary weapon, thermobaric,
strategic nuclear weapon

Composite rocket motor

Solid fuel

700—1,200 km (Agni-1)*1l7]
1,000-2,000 km (Agni Prime)!€!
2,000-3,500 km (Agni-11)[°!
3,000-5,000 km (Agni-111)°]
3,500-4,000 km (Agni-1V)
7,000-8,000 km (Agni-V)['°l
11,000-12,000 km (Agni VI)!!



Engine Composite rocket motor

Propellant Solid fuel
Operational 700—1,200 km (Agni-1)*1L7]
range 1,000—2,000 km (Agni Prime)/®!

2,000-3,500 km (Agni-11)®!

3,000-5,000 km (Agni-11)!°!

3,500—4,000 km (Agni-1V)

7,000-8,000 km (Agni-V)!'°!

11,000—12,000 km (Agni VI)!4!
Flight altitude 300 km (Agni-I)!""]

230 km (Agni-11),5112]

350 km (Agni-111)L1é!

Maximum 24 Mach (Agni 5)

speed

Guidance Mid-course: Ring laser gyro inertial
system navigation system with GPS/NavIC

satellite guidance

Terminal: Imaging infrared homing,
radar scene correlation, active radar
homing

Launch Road/Rail mobilel#!
platform
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AGNI-V MISSILE

aravareeatan,,,

pre et ey,

RUSSIA

.. e

=
— i CHINA
STAG ﬂ F Test-fired fr-o?
= INDIA O | Abdul Kalam
|- I Islqnd, Odisha v
B INDIAN
STAGE 2| B N OCEAN ‘-'
— M OPERATIONAL RANGE
*
5,500-8,000"
\ WEIGHT SPEED
e 50,000kg 24 macH
LENGTH ENGINE
175m 3 STAGE SOLID
= * DIAMETER NUCLEAR WARHEAD
L IR 2m 1,500 k¢

TESTS 'AGNI- AGNI-II AGNI-II AGNI-IV
CONDUCTED APR 19, 2012 |SEP 15,2013 JAN 31,2015 NOV9, 2015

RANGE 700 km 2,000km 3,500km | 4,000 km

*5,050 km with full payload of 1.5-tonne warhead, 8,000 km with a lighter warhead

ICBM ZONE Agni-V is classified as an inter-continental ballistic missile
(ICBM), having a range of 5,500 km or more. The US, Russia, China,
France and Israel already possess such missiles

India’s Agni V missile

The nuclear warhead-enabled Agni V is the fifth in the series | AGNI V
of medium and long-range missiles made in India in the .
past fifteen years ® Operational
range:
P Rt 5,000 km }
r AgniV's A . .ol W Payload:
range . 1,360.78 kg
| B Height: S
" b 7m =
: P m Future
: development =
' possible for i
‘ a submarine-
. 5'000 k launched
: " m variant &
“ I‘ nﬂo
“‘ . “
Wheeler Is., Odisha N
Indian India test-fires =
' Ocean  »* long-range rocket
AGNI ‘ ‘ =
MISSILE L = =
SERIES & E I T l b4
o0 o0 o0
< s <
Range (km) 700 2,500 3,000
Payload (kg) 1,000 1,000 1,500
Height (m) 15 20 16.3
So
" Sources: Indian Defence Reserch and Development Organisation, Globalsecurity.org, Visual Motion Reuters/©Gulf News




Report shows dip
in India’s liberal
democracy

NEW DELHI

India, which was downgraded
to the status of an “electoral
autocracy” in 2018, has
declined even further on a
liberal democratic index to
emerge as “one of the worst
autocratisers”, according to a
report by Gothenburg-based
V-Dem Institute. » PAGE 4



Liberal democracy has declined significantly in India: report

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

India, which was down-
graded to the status of an
“electoral autocracy” in
2018, has declined even
further on multiple me-
trics to emerge as “one of
the worst autocratisers”,
according to the “Democ-
racy Report 2024” released
by the Gothenburg-based
V-Dem Institute.

The report categorises
countries into four regime
types based on their score

in the Liberal Democratic
Index (LDI): Liberal De-
mocracy, Electoral Democ-
racy, Electoral Autocracy,
and Closed Autocracy. “In-
dia, with 18% of the world’s
population, accounts for
about half of the popula-
tion living in autocratising
countries,” the report said.

Noting that almost all
components of democracy
were getting worse in more
countries than they were
getting better, the report
singled out freedom of ex-
pression, clean elections,

The report details how BJP
used various laws to silence
critics. REUTERS

and freedom of associa-
tion/civil society as the
three worst affected com-
ponents of democracy in

autocratising countries.
South and Central Asia
regressed  significantly,
with the level of “liberal
democracy” enjoyed by
the average Indian now
“down to levels last seen in
1975...when Indira Gandhi
declared a state of emer-
gency in India”. As per the
V-Dem classification, a lib-
eral democracy is one
where, in addition to the
requirements of electoral
democracy such as regular
free and fair elections, me-
chanisms for judicial inde-

pendence and constraints
on executive overreach are
robust, alongside rigorous
protection of civil liberties
and equality before law.

“The Modi-led govern-
ment also continues to
suppress the freedom of
religion rights. Intimida-
tion of political opponents
and people protesting go-
vernment policies, and si-
lencing of dissent in acade-
mia are now prevalent,”
the report noted.

With regard to India, the
report said that a third con-

secutive term for the BJP
and Mr. Modi “could lead
to further autocratisation
given the already substan-
tial democratic decline un-
der Modi’s leadership and
the enduring crackdown
on minority rights and civil
society”.

V-Dem’s Democracy Re-
port is a collaborative pro-
ject involving 4,200 scho-
lars from 180 countries,
and is based on 31 million
datasets that cover 202
countries from 1789 to
2023.

A IN-X



India Ranked 104, Between Niger and Ivory Coast, on the Liberal
Democracy Index: Report

The V-Dem report terms India as “‘one of the worst autocratisers lately”, and in the “top ten autocratisers” in the world. It dropped to an ‘electoral

autocracy’in 2018 and has stayed there in 2023, with worse scores.



The report observes that a “wave of autocratisation is observable globally. Autocratisation is
ongoing in “42 countries, home to 2.8 billion people, or 35% of the world’s population. India,
with 18% of the world’s population, accounts for about half of the population living in
autocratising countries.”

® X
ot RADISSON

HOTELS

Radisson Hotels
Maldives

Sandy skin and
summer smiles in
Blu Paradise!

BOOK NOW

3rd party ad content

The report says, “the level of liberal democracy enjoyed by the average human in the (South
Asia) region is now down to levels last seen in 1975 — almost half a century ago. That was
when the Vietnam War ended and when Indira Gandhi declared a state of emergency in India.”
The population-weighted index puts India’s 1.4 billion citizens as being under autocracy.

The report cites India as “one of the worst autocratisers lately.”



The V-Dem Liberal Democracy Index (LDI) “captures both liberal and electoral aspects of
democracy based on the 71 indicators included in the Liberal Component Index (LCI) and the
Electoral Democracy Index (EDI).” India is at rank 104, with a score of .28 on this count and
this has worsened over last time. Pakistan for context is at 119th rank and a score at .21



FIGURE 14. TOP 10 “STAND-ALONE” AUTOCRATIZERS, 2023
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Figure 14 plots the LDI values for the top 10 “stand-alone” autocratizing countries.
“Stand-alone” means that autocratization in these countries started after a period
of relative stability (i.e., no substantial change on the EDI levels). This is different from
bell-turn episodes of autocratization (see below). Note that the first year on the graph
is technically a “pre-episode” year in the sense that the year after was the first one
recording a decline by the ERT methodology. The plot visualizes the total magnitude
of change during autocratization.



FIGURE 6. REGIONAL SHARES OF POPULATION BY REGIME TYPE, 2023
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Figure 6 plots the share of population living in liberal democracies, electoral democracies, electoral autocracies, and closed autocracies, including “grey zone" subcategories,
by regions of the world.



Tuesday, March 12, 2024
CHENRAL

THE

HINDL

States

Modi to launch 205 ‘One Station., One
Product’ stalls for Southern Railway

M will i

rate raibwany proj

cts worth TES.000 crore today:

e will flag off one more Chennai-Mysum Vande Bharar and

a new Express rain on Kollam-Tirupati roue, and open Aushadhi Kendras selling affordable medicines ar select stations.

CHEMAL

Railway General Manager

o trachs Prime Minister Maremdrs b
inaugural special of the Dr. MGR Chennai Centr

1L wirtusty flag off the
-SMUT Bengaluru

Wande Bharst Express on Tuesdsy. SPECAL ARAMGEMERT

sons here, Mr. Singh sakd as

e=s bet:
ween Dr. MGR Chennal

Qomirsil wnd Ry, Whils
the regular
Train

My L
Central-Mysuru  Vande

Bharas (emp( Wedmm
day) would commence
ATl The st wenid i

between Chenmal Central

can buy quality generic
at an

and SMVT u from

March 14 to April 4, with

stops at Katpadi and Krish-
puTam.

He will flag off a new Ex-
Press train on the Kollam-
Tirupati-Kellam route and
an extension of the Thiru-

vananthapuram-Kasara-
god

Vande Bharar Express

price. Among other pro-
Jects, a rail coach restau

‘would be inaugurated
at Chennal Central.

Alr-conditloned EMUs

A semior rallway officer,
who was present in the
press ence, said two
airconditioned EMUSs were
allotted for Southem Rail-

Factory, Ch
To

BJP, TDP, and
JSP finalise
seat-sharing
deal for polls

VAAvAWADA

The Telugu Tesam Party

LDF, BJP spar as PM inaugurates
Thalassery-Mahe NH bypass

The Hindu Burean
KANMUR

The of the

sixlame  Thalassery-Mahe

kc Front (LD, as both vied
for credit for completing
the praject.

The Inauguration of the
bypass, spannimg across

and the LDF holding road-
shows on the siresch fea-

Hitting back, LDF Kan-

history, allecated funds for

nuring their can: of nation-

didares, al -

memmplenmume)ong The work for the project
in 2018 for

commy
which the process
started in |grp

unar said the
Modi government's proac- It encountered d
stal T the o

e
staze bed to the realisation
of the road project.

inirially projecred timeline

Drones handed over
to 1,000 women

The Hindw Bureaw
HYDERARAD

Women from Telangana,

will allow them to fy the

er agriculmral drones to
women under the Namo
Drons

Mcmday_ the “Germanstia:

received certificares which

fuinh PTY inpaes)

Later, in a joint state-
ment, they said that the lst
of candidates would be an-
nounced subseguently by
the tive parties.

Mr. Naldu, taking o so-
clal media platform X _on
Monday, said thas the BIP,
the TOF, and the J5P had
forged a formidable sear-
sharing:

“with this slgnuium
stap, the people of Andhra
o stand on the
threshold . of
our State and poing e
way for a brighter future,”
he sald.

Shah slams AAP for
allying with Congress
in Delhi for LS polls

{AAF) and Congress te-ap
n the naranal capieal, s

ing Opposition ies
could Iceep on forming al-
lances ahead of the gener-

2l election, bast the Naren-

dra Modiled government

is bound to returm o pow-
er with over 400 seats.

In response, AAP sabd:
“The people of Delhi have
repeatedly shown  their
preference for an honest
government and will en-
sure the ouster of the
in the upconming Lok Sabha

provid

urbanised  villages,

with Lisutenant Governor
VLK. Saxena.

riwal,” the Home Minister
said,

The senior EJP leader
listed a number of achisve-
ments of the Union govern-
ment, including the dilu-
tion of Article 370 and the
construction of

same
he had launched an_anti-
corruption campaign®.

When Anna Harare
was protesting against cor-
ruption ar the Ramlila Mai-

dan, they [AAP leaders]
I ne

the controversy surround-
ing alleged irregularities in
the renovation of the CM's
official residemnce.

Free Hguor”
-m,.« promised free edu-
gations, but dnstead gwr
free liquor,” Mr. Shah
‘akdng o Seripe at former
‘Education Minister Manish
Siacdia, who s in judicial

1 in a money law

Gering case related 1o the
Tligquor ‘scam’

Replylng to M. Shatve

. I a state-

: “Om the one

hand, you have AAP fight-

peoplecentic s

ing

sues and on the other, the

£ is creating hurdies and
becoming an

Karnataka HC refuses to

quash rape charge against
Murugha Math seer

BENGALURL

The Karnataka High Court
refused to

against Shivamurthy Mo
rugha Sharanasu, seer of
surugharaj Bruhan

g in
Tuan by e math,
The order of the Chitra-

dian Penal Code (IPC) for

The case pertains o
the sexual assault on
oo gricls studying

clared as not sustainable

aping
the minor girls, and under
Sections 4 and 7 of the Pro-
rectlon of Chidren from
Sexual Offences (POCSO)

1989, the Juvenile
(Care and

The order was passed
while part the
pleas filed the seer
questioning the legalicy of
the order

won  of Atrecities)

Conservation effort

Corperation of india in Visakhapatnam on Monday. « R SeEPak

formae afeer six wesks of mand pumping as pare of the beach naur

ahmert viaris by Dredging

is already banned. There is
e bamn on sale of white cot-

partmens  had
samples of coloured
candy

In Telangana, an eagle squad to pull down rogue drones

Bl Beddy
HYDERARAD

Close to three years of ef-
have

©
recentl

fonals  were

gence Training Acadermy
(FEA) mear Hyderabad.

A wideo of the demon-
stration shows

raking 1o skies and flying
towards 2 drone. In 2 spiit

second, it grabs the drone
completing the task with
precision.
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The Telangana Police
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with the eagle squad in
2020, This is the first and
only eagle squad in the

ry and second in the
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l.aluis

Accord to  police
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ding drone.
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While two eagles were
rrained to keep an eye on
the objects, more particu-
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active service shortly to
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drones,” the sources re-
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Upset over fall in
chilli prices, farmers
torch APMC office

HuBBALLE

Upset awer the sudden fall
in prices of chilli varieties

According to local trad-
ers, the trouble started af-
ter the e-tender process

s completed and. the

farmers then marched to

APMC cagricultural

ot srarcad again e
evening.



Modi to launch 205 ‘One Station, One
Product’ stalls for Southern Railway

PM will inaugurate railway projects worth 385,000 crore today; he will flag off one more Chennai-Mysuru Vande Bharat and

a new Express train on Kollam-Tirupati route, and open Aushadhi Kendras selling affordable medicines at select stations

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

rime Minister Na-
P rendra Modi will
inaugurate  ‘One

Station, One Product’
(OSOP) stalls at 205 railway
stations across Southern
Railway, including 168 in
Tamil Nadu, through video
conferencing on Tuesday.
The OSOP scheme,
which promotes the ‘Local
for Vocal’ vision of the Go-
vernment of India, pro-
vides a market for local/in-
digenous products and
creates additional income
generation opportunities
for the marginalised sec-
tions of society, Southern
Railway General Manager
R.N. Singh said.
Addressing  pressper-

On track: Prime Minister Narendra Modi will virtually flag off the
inaugural special of the Dr. MGR Chennai Central-SMVT Bengaluru
Vande Bharat Express on Tuesday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

sons here, Mr. Singh said as
part of the ¥85,000-crore
railway projects that would
be dedicated to the nation
on Tuesday, Mr. Modi
would launch another
Vande Bharat Express bet-
ween Dr. MGR Chennai

Central and Mysuru. While
the regular services of
Train No. 20663/20664
Mysuru-Dr. MGR Chennai
Central-Mysuru  Vande
Bharat (except Wednes-
day) would commence on
April 5, the train would run

between Chennai Central
and SMVT Bengaluru from
March 14 to April 4, with
stops at Katpadi and Krish-
narajapuram.

He will flag off a new Ex-
press train on the Kollam-
Tirupati-Kollam route and
an extension of the Thiru-
vananthapuram-Kasara-
god Vande Bharat Express
up to Mangaluru Central.

To ease freight loading/
unloading, goods sheds
with ample warehousing
facilities would be opened
at Singaperumal Koil, Gan-
gaikondan, Theni, Pattu-
kottai, Thiruthuraipoondi
and Valliyur.

Mr. Modi will also inaug-
urate Jan Aushadhi Ken-
dras at Dindigul, Erode, Ti-
ruchi and  Palakkad
stations, where passengers

can buy quality generic
medicines at an affordable
price. Among other pro-
jects, a rail coach restau-
rant would be inaugurated
at Chennai Central.

Air-conditioned EMUs

A senior railway officer,
who was present in the
press conference, said two
air-conditioned EMUs were
allotted for Southern Rail-
way and services would
commence in May or June
after the rakes are received
from the Integral Coach
Factory, Chennai.

To a question on jerks
experienced by passengers
in Linke Hofmann Busch
(LHB) rakes, he said the is-
sue was taken up with the
ICF and some improve-
ment was being made.




%4 ONE DISTRICT ONE PRODUCT

VZ@‘% ;;%F‘.v UTTAR PRADESH

Department of MSME and Export Promotion, U P

One District One Product

GOVERNMENT TO PROMOTE ODOP SCHEME
PAN INDIA

The scheme was first launched by UP government in 2018
The objective is to convert each district into an export hub
Support local exporters by scaling up manufacturing

DPIT & DGFT are promoting the scheme at various levels

States under process to identify potential products for
import substitution




In Telangana, an eagle squad to pull down rogue drones

Ravi Reddy
HYDERABAD

Close to three years of ef-
forts and training have
fructified for the Telangana
Police after the eagles they
had trained, successfully
pulled down drones at a
demonstration held before
top police officials
recently.

Three eagles trained by
two professionals were
used in the demonstration
witnessed by Director-Gen-
eral of Police Ravi Gupta
along with senior IPS offic-
ers in the Integrated Intelli-
gence Training Academy
(ITTA) near Hyderabad.

A video of the demon-
stration shows an eagle sit-
ting on a shed suddenly
taking to skies and flying
towards a drone. In a split

CM

,m—}

Claws out: An eagle capturing a drone (left); the eagle trainers at the demonstration in Telangana (right). SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

second, it grabs the drone
completing the task with
precision.

Layer of security

Planned to be used for
VVIP visits and public
meetings, these eagles are
capable of identifying
drones and pulling them

down before they can in-
flict any damage. The eagle
squad is part of the Inter-
nal Security Wing (ISW),
the highly specialised pol-
ice force to oversee VVIP
security in Telangana. The
Telanagana Police intend
to add eagles as another
layer of security.

The Telangana Police
decided to experiment
with the eagle squad in
2020. This is the first and
only eagle squad in the
country and second in the
world only after the
Netherlands.

According to police
sources, the three eagles

were inducted into train-
ing when they were three
months old. A local person
Md. Fareed and bird train-
er Abir Bhandary from Kol-
kata were roped in for the
project. In a span of little
over two years, the eagles
were fully trained to han-
dle an intruding drone.

While two eagles were
trained to keep an eye on
the objects, more particu-
larly the drones, the other
one was specifically
trained for surveillance
purpose. The eagle is
equipped with a surveil-
lance camera and is capa-
ble of bringing high quality
images of the targets.

Sustained training was
given to the eagles for a du-
ration of an hour every day
and the success rate of in-
terception is said to be very
high, say police officials as-
sociated with the project.

“This is at an experi-
mental stage but we are
sure to induct them into
active service shortly to
create a specialised squad
to pull down rouge
drones,” the sources re-
vealed.
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Time to prohibit judges from _joining politics Drugs, a money trail, and politics

leadershi
ustice Abhijic Indla has not legislased over he decide the marter imparti
: y Tecently Judicial conduct of judges The Code also says, 'A.Judgesha]l
resigned as a judge of the ‘constsustional coures conduct himself or herself in E— sustained campaign that drog
Cobtitin bl Cort amd e ptance of judgeship s iy St 18 oottt veith the Sl & vl i Tl
Juined ihe Bharatiyva lanata Party ‘often an act of sacrifice for lawyers dignity of the judicial ofice™. du by launching periodic andi-
{EIF). He sakd that he was as i involves loss of freedom. The U.S judge, Simon kifkind, L Suresh Kumar drug drives. But in this case,
approached by the BEIP, and he Kaleeswaram Raj Restraint becomes the norm, remarked that the courtroom, mereshicsmes dgythebindu co _— ‘the party’s top leadership con-
also approached the BIF, during ia = Rasveyer at khe which also reduces the space for soomer or r, becomes the tinues to maintain an uneasy
his termre as judge. He declared Supreme Court of personal aspirations. Yet, a judge image of the judge amnd that i will n Febriary 25, Tamil silence, ewen as the Opposi-
that henceforth, he will be a india ‘of the constinstional court gets rise or fall to the level of the Nadu's ruling DMK ‘tion has stepped up its amack.
“party soldser™. powers and privibemes. which presiding judge. The Supreme general secretary s The Leader of ihe Opposi-
While he was judge, Mr oilsers do noet enjoy. According to Court in . Ravichardran lper v raimurugan  issued a short tion and ALADME general se-
Gangopadhyay was often in the Article 217 read with arvicle 12404) | fustics A.M. Sharacharjee (1995) note announcing the fmme- cretary Edappadi K. Palanis-
news for the Wiong reasons. He ‘of the Constiturion. the only way said. = To keep the stream of diare expulsion of Jaffer Sadskq. | the B, action will be taken | wami submirzed a
allegedly gave an h-zr\dewln aTv ‘to remove a judge is the almsoss Justice clean amnd pure, the fudge who held the post of deputy | agaimss Tamil Nadu's enemies. memorandum o Gowvernor
channel crivicising the we: umworkable method of st be endowed with sterling organiser of the DMKs NRI | This s Modi's puarantes,” he | R.N. Ravi, urging him o call
Bengal povernment and speaking impeachment by Partlament. character. impeccabls integrity wing for Chennal-west. Mr. | declared at a campalgn in | for an independent enguiry
about the school job-for-bribe Article 215 declares the High Court | and uprighs behaviour- Dural.lnun.lgan urged cadres | Chennai. considering the ~closeness™ of
case. He created conmroversy by o e a coust of record with i e Aottt v. i 1o have any truck with Mr. This guarantee could po- | the accused with Mr. stalin
defying an order of a division contempt power which the judges of India (91, the court spoke of a.a.alq_ who is al oo a Blm pro. | tentialy see the MCh going af | and the DoE
bench. S times he had run-ins could ivcice. The jurist Alan “societys expectation from “brought dis- | ter some top guns. With the The Gowvernor chipped i
with, lawnvers and even s right when he sakd | judicial oficers"_ 2 arrest of Mr. Sadiq in Delhilast | saying. “Recent interdicrions
Jjudges. While dealing with one of ﬂ-al “judges are the wealest link There have been similar A day earlier, the Narcotics week, the NCE, an otherwise | of sizeable gquantities of mar-
the cases pertaining o Mr. our system of justice, and they instances in the past. In 1967, Control Bureau (NCB) along | discreet agency. has been lb- | cotic drugs and psychotropic
Gangopadhyay's conduct, a bench R man protected-. Chief pustice Koka Subba Rac with the Delhi Police Special | eralin making informasion pu- | substances and apprehension
of Chief fustice of bndia Ty, resign, comnite: Cell had bassted Mr. Sadiq's al- | blic. The agency has declared | of members of internati
handrachesd and Justice P.S. Judicial conduct presidential elections, and in 13, leged with an interma- | that he spearheaded a net- | droeg cartels in Tamil MNadu
Marasimha rightly said that judges. Paragraph VIl of the Third the Supreme Court judge Baharul tonal drug cartel. The party | work, which sourced pseu- | and other places by Central
e o business ERY Sched f “onstination Eskarn resigred to met abectad a5 5 clearly foresaw the potential doephedrine, a or | agencies hawe confirmed our
interviews on pending matters. demands a judge-designate to member of the Rajya Sabha. But ar Mr. Sadsg’s conti- | chemical t is used in the | wosrst Fears — the prevalence
The Chief Minister critcised W swear inter alia that he will past aberrations do not justify nued association with  the manufacture of Methamphe- | of drugs in our State ™
Gangopadhyay after his perform his duties withous fear or present wrongs. They are mo DMK could cause in an elec- ramine, a dangerous and high- The State Law Minister, 5.
saying his favour, affection or Ol-will. The longer good precedents ar ton season. i did not help | b addictive synthetic | Regupathy, charged the EIF
will ahways remain questionable Bangalore Principles of hudicial pracrices given the globally thar videos and photos of Mr. drug, and iE 1o A rt at the Centre of
Former Undon Minister Arun Conduct 2002 gained accepted principles of the Saddiq with Chief Mindster M.K. wralia, New Zealand, and Ma- pressing the NCB into action
Jamley had once advocated a international acceptance as Bangalore Declaration, which sealin, his minister-son Ud- | laysia in the guise of food | “todefame and indmidate the
‘cooling off period for judges indscared by the judicial Integrity were made later. hayanidhi Stalin, and Director | grade cargo. it is believed that | DMK”. He also accused Mr.
saying ~pre-retirement judgments ‘Group. The declaratsion enlists General of Police (DGP) Shan- | fhe drug syndicate has sent 45 | Stngh of Interactng with the
are influenced by a desire for a certain judicial values including An opportunity kar fiwal emerged. While this consignments containing media before completing the
post-retirement job”. When independence, impartiality, The present episode, therefore. does mot establish any direct | about 3,500 kg of pseudoe- | investigation “only to provide
comndr with this suggestion, inregrity, propriecy. equality, Eives an oppoTtunity to the Chisr complicity on the part of the | phedrine over the past three | political mileage for the BIF
M G yav rerorted that competence and nce. Justice of India and the Supreme top leadership and the DGP, it | years to various countries. ‘during the elections_
there is no rule o this effect . He emphasises the need o eradicate Court to investigate the matter has lefi the government and According 0 NCE Deputy Given the complex natuse
d that he “newer gave sy bias or prejudics in the more seriously and evoloe the ruling party red-faced. Director Gemeral Gyaneshwar | of the case, it ks difftculs to take
political judgmens which was decision-making process. It asks methods to avert such judicial The pace a1 which events | Singh. Mr. Sadiq revealed that | these various stasements a
politically biased™. judges 1o ensure that their aberrations. It could lead to ome of related to the case have since = Face valse There ks no d
conduct “both in and out of (the) the most ted steps towards unfolded will reinforce  the that drugs are available in Ta-
Mo legal Th £ ‘Conre m o the reforming the judsciary. The top DMEK's fears. Prime hlinister mil Madu, as in most pares of
A member of the Constituwent o act o confidence of the public, the legal court must expressly prohibi Marendra Modi has rred counery, and that the DMK
. KT, Shah,, had judges of ) ™ judges of constl this intn a key issue in the Lok leadership and
suggested that judges of constitutional impartiality uf.hzjudgz and of the from taking the political plunge “Today, | want to ment have failed to check Mr.
should be courts taking Judiciary”. Clause even after s speak about a serlous issue Sadiqs criminal
legally barred from occupying the political ‘declar. be intérpreted as a breach =] [ . I ‘before granting him a position
R rs. Bast pat = v making of the oath read in the 1 e r and mother in Ta- in the K- Bir Sta s
nstitsent Assembly did not firsd Afver the reasonably be ex| Indian and the mil Madu to understand to speak up on the kssue. At
favour with this. Implementing sh"‘""" b{ TesiEn the outcome of {2 casel” It says accepted mworms on judicial concern a fumure of the same time, the NCE masst
exzernal rules to control the shonilcl that the ~judge shall disqualsfy conduct. There Is a need for a your children.... in Tamil Ma- pursue this case on meric
Judicial behaviour of judges would imterpresed as a 'h.ll'nse'l(nrhersa‘lfﬁmn Judge-made law on the topic since du, in the name of rave par- without displaying an overzea-
anithetical to the idea of bresch of the participaring proceedings in Parlizment will hardly act on this ties, drugs are distributed. 11 is Sovernment lousness to paint Tamil Nada
jud.ld:.l independence. This is why outh which mejud,ge is unable o [Fr=ren Worrying .. If you strengihen | ponded 1o the Opposiion's | as the capital.
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India no longer has more losses than wins in Test cricket |77 " 150

FIFTY YEARS AGO MARCH 12, 1974

tered. This period marked the de- n n World Bank view of India’'s
| DA bR e break when India became o India breaks even in Tests foreign aid requirement

The tables sad charts are based an data collated from the ESPHCrc

Fo's Statsguru
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ndia bear England in Oharam- © b 2 .
lshah.in the final Test to win will be mesting in Parks o . The report
we-march series 4-1 This reCaT has y forecast thar unless

cricker march maried several re. | es i 16 games for a WiL ratio of is able to obtain $L2 billions in forelgn assistance,
cords. In particular, for the fuse | oz and impore ten mil ‘tonmes of foodgr:

in bclian Test cricket history, But i the 1990s, a dramatic in- the mexx five-year period. serious economic
the number of overall wins | crease in home wins was consequences will follow,
matched the number of losses served, with the The report differs from the Indian plann,
This mean that India’s win-] ration  of spin-friendly wickees ulation thar India will need nnlyssmulnns
ot lasses: WiLd ratio | during th | India‘s assiss

ol
in the public d.lstrlbutlonsyslem are

teams with a W/L ratbo of 1 or | HomeW/L of 3.4, even as India re-
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more, with Australia’s rato o Eistered only one away win and 15 curremnt a o5 huave e
leading all the teams while Pakis- | losses in 40 games for an Awsy- ranie 1w R - . prices are rxsd.ngshaxp{y :ndaclhe
can's 104 Is just WL of .07, L L] pie e i o tamens cmreny in Tesk ok, chartz| The disconrent is spreading.” says the
ble 1), Only 12 teams have played e Inclia 200 describing the food sitisacion i lndla Three
imternational Test cricket. has retain et = Dra years after the COUNTIy set OuL to be

Chart 2 shows the cumulative | This peaked in the 2010s, when In- Bos | ara 2 | zis If-sufficient.

. bosses, and dr: dia’s Home-W/L Went up o 9.5 P e FE TS Referring to the effect of rising ofl prices, the
uncluding ties. abandoned and | (37 wins and just four losses in 50 Bank report states that “the increase is so large
cancelled Tests) for India cwer | Tests)h sl ] = = and sudden that unless the assurance of
time since the team played its firsc Also in the 2000s, India had s ass | aan o = is for
Test in 1932, It shows that the num- .3 recond — 19 wins and 19 e v Y 2TT soon, the Govermmment will have to m
e Los: e ns ecarme losses in 56 games for an Away- o= f i ustments in oil
equal in 2024, India now has 178 | W/L of LO and ar- SR = —— Pariod and ather imports, which can only a
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In Chare 3. we use 2 method | 0.76and 0.9, respectively, but was =m0 | ais ] 1o = - —=To T = el Fertilizer availability, through lack of imports,
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vailable u ndia, 1t belleves ot the
cil-producing States’ share of the $12 billions aid
India would need over the nexe five years,
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ar recthy.

A HUMDRED YEARS AGG  MARCH 12, 1924
Abolish polygamy

c . A
women here today decided o appeal to the
Mational Assembly to abolish polygamy.
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India no longer has more losses than wins in Test cricket

Dominance at home since the 1990s and competitiveness in away games since the 2000s have helped




India breaks even in Tests

The tables and charts are based on data collated from the ESPNcricinfo’s Statsguru
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Table 1 | Win-loss ratio of teams currenty in Test cricket. Chart2|The 250
Only 12 teams have played international Test cricket cumulative 200
- number of DEaws Lost
Team ('E1d Won | Lost | Tied m W/L wins, losses, 150
Australia 866 | 414 | 232 2 218 | 1.78 and draws 100
i i i Won
England 1071 | 392 [ 324 | o | 355 | 121 | (includingties,
g abandoned 50
South Africa 464 | 178 | 161 0 125 | 1.11 and cancelled 0
Pakistan 456 | 148 | 142 | o | 166 | 1.04 | Tests)forindia 1940 1960 1980 2000 2020
INDIA 579 | 178 | 178 1 222 | 1.00 Table 4 v s
West Indies 575 | 183 | 210 | 1 181 | 0.87 Home = = >
S0 ol 5 5 = and away I Wins | Loss || W/L | Wins | Loss | W/L
- records Pre-90s 13 54 | 0.24 30 35 0.86
New Zealand | 470 | 115 | 185 0 170 | 0.62 for the
90s it 15 | 0.07 17 5 3.40
Afghanistan | 9 3 |6 | 0 0 |o0s50 | Pre-1390s,
5 sl 1990s, 2000s 19 19 1.00 21 8 2.63
14 1 1 1 B B
anglades 0.0 13 |20 ]| 0 6 _| 0:18 ;gggs’ g 2000s |19 | 25 [o76| 37 | 4 |92
; san
Zimbabwe 117 13 5 0 29 0.17 - 2020s 9 10 0.90 12 3 4.00
Ireland 8 1 7 0 0 0.14




Chart 3 | Rolling averages for 83 Tests at a time. The first data point is for Tests 1 to 83, the next is for Tests 8 to 90 and so on

From Tests 309 ~O—Won

to 391 played - Lost 60%
~ between 1997 and == Draw/Tie

2006, India’s wins

have always been
~morethanthe
number of losses

In the Tests 197 to 279, played by
India between 1982 to 1993, the

team won over 10%, lost closeto  §
30%, and drew 60% of its games
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Maldives purchases drones from

Turkive to patrol maritime area

of Wales apol
photo that sparked health concern

for

M skcliumcs Focs for the flest thme acired sewilisnce divnas fram

Turkiye for patrolling s vast exc!

_EfSorts have

Begun by the state to cstablish a drone base in Noonu stoll to

-~

Mate, Princess of Wales, apologised for “confusion” caused
SBing of = Samily plto releasedd by the palice — on image of Kate

By her

to calm about her

Kate since she had abdomen.

num. et b the. uwﬂilm effect. 1t weas the first official photo of
o srgery nearly two months ago. A5

ESLAMABAD

President administers oath to
19-member Cabinet in Pakistan

-
Pakistan President Asif Ali Zardari on Monday administered the cath

0 15 members of the

Cabinet of newly elected Prime Minister

Shehbax Sharif, ending the tenuous wait for the completion of

gowermnment formation. Those

who took cath included familiar

faces such a= Ishag Dar, Khawaja Asif and Ahsan iqbal. &1

BUDAPEST

Orban claims Trum

d he

will not ‘give a pennyv” to Ukraine

REUTERS.

Hunganys Prime Minister Viktor Orban said former U.S. President

he would “not

ot give 3 penny” to the war in

irm Mr. Trump's team did not comenent on. Mr. Orban

hiad trawelled to Florida on Friday to meet Mr. Truma. He has

= return to power. AR

Goan-origin Portuguese PM Costa bows out

asta’s Socialists finished second with 77; the farright Chega

t
party came third with 18% vote: Luis Montenegro, who has :naked <laim to form the next government, sayvs he wont join hands with the farright

Lisson

centre-right combi-

@SD)

eral  election,  whi
yielded a hung parliament.
e AD is

perhaps, reach

ahead of the Goan-origin
Prime Minister Antonio
5 .

and the PSD.
For she firss time in half
2 century the far-right in
Portuguése politics. in the
of

- por
The AD is 37 seats short
ofan ina

the Chega (Enough) party.
emerged as a strong force
mustering 48 seats and at

House of 230. They can,

%6 of the votes to
third. This could

Cumtaios dewses Attonia Costa resigned in Movember after officials
arrested members of his staff and two

r= for cocruption. AFP

compel a PSD-led govern- ing its leader Andre
ment to seek Chega’s sup- Ventura as “often Xeno-
port to phobic, racist,  popullst
Mr. Montenegro had in- and excessively demagog-
sisted not turn to ke
Chega fox »Mr. . formerly a
s, let alone prant it tramee Catholic priest, ca-
the status kingmaker, tapulted into public atten-

dia in 2017, which included
a journey to his ancestral
village of Rua Abade Faria.
Margao, Goa. resigned in
Nowvember afier law enfor-
cement authorities arrest-

NATO raises Swedish
flag at office sealing
its membership

Associated Press
BRUSSELS

Sweden’s flag was raised at
NATO headquarters on
he

Finland had already
ined the defence

o
Nordic country’s place as

s two
years after Russia's full-
of Ukraine

Sweden set aside -
cades of post-World War 11
it

personal r together | the 32nd membe:
Wi naming two of his Ca-
binet as scale
over alleged
awarding state con-
tracss.

Mr. Costa’s handling of
the COVID pandemic and
the economy in what is

its pu-
blic to seek safety under
s

when
folned NATO on Barch 7.

umbrella.

Spurred by
“The brusal, inva-

Mr. Costa, 62, who un-
dertook a state visit to In-

nation drew appreciation.
s ppe

fon (EU) average of O.7%.
tAshis Ray is a London-
based journalist

zion against Ukraine united
Sweden behind the conclu-
ful ﬂedged NA-

reasonable choice.” -
ish Prime Minister UIf Kris-
ter: said at the event in
Brussels.

e
of Finland h.d al.ready

ths had applied
m Join lhe world's biggest
security organisation.

Student gets
death term in
Pakistan for
‘blasphemy”

MULTAN

A  Pakistani court sen-
tenced a 22year-old stu-
dent to death and gave a
eenager a life sentence in

™

. 2 defence lawyer
officials  said on
.

Lawyer represent-
ed student Junaid Munir,
who ot the deathy penalty

shared  blasphe-
content

Also last week, I7-year-

ol ABoK Favisio e o
and sentenced wo life

n  prison in a 5

in the same court.

Hindu worshppers take part i
Myepi Dy, which marks the 8al

‘Playing with fire”

rag Ac
i Hindu Nevs Year, at Mataram in indonesia on Sunday. SEUTERS

and keep sway

Palestinians in Gaza begin
Ramzan staring at hunger
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‘Playing with fire’

Hindu worshippers take part in ‘Perang Api’, a war of fire tradition believed to cleanse the evil elements and keep away misfortune, ahead of
Nyepi Day, which marks the Balinese Hindu New Year, at Mataram in Indonesia on Sunday. REUTERS



Oppenheimer wins awards for best picture, director and actor at the Oscars

Agence France-Presse
HOLLYWOOD

Oppenheimer swept the
board on Sunday at the Os-
cars, Hollywood’s biggest
night of the year, with se-
ven awards including best
picture and best director,
crowning a triumphant
year for filmmaker Chris-
topher Nolan.

Nolan’s masterful dra-
ma about the father of the
atomic bomb, half of last
summer’s massive “Bar-
benheimer” phenomenon,
also bagged acting prizes
for lead Cillian Murphy
and supporting actor Rob-
ert Downey Jr.

Nolan — a British-Ameri-
can filmmaker hailed as a
generational talent — said
that film as an art form still
has room to grow.

“Movies are just a little

cM

bit over 100 years old. I
mean, imagine being there
100 years into painting or
theater,” he told the au-
dience at the Dolby
Theatre.

“We don’t know where
this incredible journey is
going from here. But to
know that you think that
I’'m a meaningful part of it
means the world to me.”

The haul was not quite
complete as Oppenheimer
was nominated for 13 priz-
es, but with seven sta-
tuettes on the night it is still
one of the most awarded
films in Oscar history.

Robert Downey Jr. was
recognised for his stellar
performance as J. Robert
Oppenheimer’s  political
nemesis Lewis Strauss.

“I would like to thank
my terrible childhood and
the Academy, in that or-

der,” Downey said after ac-
cepting the statuette.

Downey, who had been
the butt of a joke by host
Jimmy Kimmel about his
well-documented  drug
problems, lavished thanks
on his wife Susan for her
support.

“She found me a snar-
ling rescue pet and loved
me back to life,” he said.

Nolan’s cerebral take on
the man he has called “the
most important person
who ever lived” also
snapped up prizes for edit-
ing, cinematography and
best original score.

It seemed fitting that the
story of the development
of nuclear weapons was re-
cognized on a night where
the drumbeat of war was
never far away.

“We made a film about
the man who created the

The cast and crew of Oppenheimer accept the best picture award
during the Oscars at the Dolby Theatre in Los Angeles on Sunday. AP

atomic bomb. And for bet-
ter or for worse, we are all
living in Oppenheimer’s
world so I would really like
to dedicate this to the pea-
cemakers, everywhere,”
Murphy said as he accept-
ed his award.

The other huge smash

of 2023, Greta Gerwig’s
pop feminist blockbuster
Barbie, featured heavily
throughout the gala in Los
Angeles.

While the movie, which
grossed $1.4 billion at the
box office, only won one
Oscar for best original

song, the bubblegum fun it
generated provided fodder
for the whole evening.

Supporting actor nomi-
nee Ryan Gosling brought
the house down with a
star-studded rendition of
Pm just Ken, accompanied
by Guns ‘n Roses guitarist
Slash.

The performance slid
into a karaoke session as
Gosling passed the micro-
phone around to some of
the A-list guests.

Billie Eilish’s What Was I
Made For? was the winning
song from the summer hit
film.

Poor Things wins

In one of the few competi-
tive awards of the evening,
Emma Stone won best ac-
tress for her daring perfor-
mance in the surreal, Fran-
kenstein-esque Poor

Things, which won three
other technical prizes.

She pipped Lily Glad-
stone, who was bidding to
become the first Native
American to win an acting
Oscar for her role in Martin
Scorsese’s crime saga Kill-
ers of the Flower Moon.

Stone also beat out San-
dra Hueller of Oscars
sleeper Anatomy of a Fall.

But the French cour-
troom thriller did not go
home empty handed, with
a win for best original
screenplay.

Co-writer Justine Triet
revealed backstage that the
50 Cent song that features
heavily in the film was ori-
ginally going to be a Dolly
Parton track.

“But they refused to give
us the rights,” she told
reporters.

As well as the legacy of

Oppenheimer, there were
several other reminders of
the toll of human conflict.

The United Kingdom
scored its first-ever best in-
ternational film Oscar with
Auschwitz drama The Zone
of Interest, which also won
best sound.

Several nominees wore
lapel pins calling for a cea-
sefire in the war between
Israel and Hamas in the Ga-
za Strip, while sporadic
protests erupted around
the event’s security
perimeter.

There were also refe-
rences to the war in Uk-
raine, with a best docu-
mentary statuette for 20
Days in Mariupol, and a
brief tribute paid to Rus-
sian opposition figure Alex-
ei Navalny, the subject of
last year’s Oscar-winning
documentary.

AINX



And the Oscars go to...

Oppenheimer bags seven Oscars, followed by Poor Things with 4 awards.

BEST PICTURE: Oppenheimer

BEST BEST BEST BEST BEST
SUPPORTING SUPPORTING ACTRESS: ACTOR: DIRECTOR:
ACTOR: ACTRESS: Emma Cillian Christopher
Robert Da’Vine Joy Stone, Poor Murphy, Nolan,
Downey]Jr., Randolph, The Things Oppenheimer Oppenheimer
Oppenheimer Holdovers

BEST ADAPTED
SCREENPLAY:
American Fiction

BEST ORIGINAL
SCREENPLAY:

Anatomy of a Fall o '
BEST ORIGINAL SONG: BEST LIVE ACTION

What Was I Made For? by BEST ORIGINAL SCORE: SHORT: The Wonderful
Billie Eilish for Barbie Oppenheimer Story of Henry Sugar




BEST ADAPTED
SCREENPLAY:
American Fiction

BEST ORIGINAL
SCREENPLAY:
Anatomy of a Fall

»

BEST ORIGINAL SONG: BEST LIVE ACTION
What Was I Made For? by BEST ORIGINAL SCORE: SHORT: The Wonderful
Billie Eilish for Barbie Oppenheimer Story of Henry Sugar

s

Ryan Gosling performed his Wrestler-actor John Cena Emma Stone, in her speech,
nominated I'm Just Kenina stunned fans with his naked confessed thatshehada
pink suit surrounded by avatar as he joined Jimmy ‘broken’ dress, whose back
dancing Kens,aswellasa Kimmel to present the had unravelled during the
guitar cameo from Slash. Oscar — for costume design I'm Just Ken performance

Jonathan Glazer, whose The Zone of Interest (depicting a Nazi family living next
to Auschwitz) won Best International Film, spoke on the war in Gaza. “We stand
here as men who refute their Jewishness and the Holocaust being hijacked by an
occupation which has led to conflict for so many innocent people.”
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WHY ARE THEACADEMY AWARDS
CALLED OSCARS? MULTIPLE ANSWERS

RISHIKA SINGH
NEW DELHI, MARCH 11

THE 96TH Academy Awards ceremony
was held on Monday. Why are the awards
called the “Oscars”?

The official website of the Academy
Awards says: “Officially named the
Academy Award of Merit, the statuette is
better known by its nickname, Oscar, the
origins of which aren’t clear.”

Need for a new name

The first Academy Awards ceremony
was held in 1927. Bruce Davis, the
Academy’s Executive Director for 20
years, wrote in his book The Academy and
the Award that a need for a short name for
the award was felt by the mid-1930s.

The trade magazine Variety suggested
calling it “The Iron Man” briefly, but the
name did not find much acceptance. “The
Gold Man” also had a short run.

The possible originators

Three people are often credited for the
name — actor Bette Davis, librarian and
later Academy Executive Director Mar-
garet Herrick, and Hollywood gossip
columnist Sidney Skolsky.

Bette Davis won the Best Actress award
in 1936. She wrote in her 1962 book The
Lonely Life: “Istared at the little gold-plated
man in the palm of my hand. He was a
Hollywood male, and, of course, epicene;
butinakind of madness his backview was
the spit of my husband’s.” She was then
married to Harmon Oscar Nelson.

However Rriice Navic’e hanle recorde

Emma Stone holds her Oscar on
March 10. Reuters

that “Employees have affectionately
dubbed their famous statuette ‘Oscar.”

The Hollywood columnist Sidney
Skolsky, meanwhile, was apparently frus-
trated with the official term used to refer
to the trophy — “statuette”.

“I'd show them, acting so high and
mighty about their prize. I'd give it...a
name that would erase their phony dig-
nity...Iremembered the vaudeville shows
I'd seen. The comedians having fun with
the orchestra leader in the pit would say,
“Will you have a cigar, Oscar?”...During
the next year of columns, whenever re-
ferring to the Academy Award, [ used the
word ‘Oscar’. Ina few years, Oscar was the
accepted name,” Davis quoted Skolsky as
writing his memoir, Don't Get Me Wrong
—TTove Holhnwwond



Films with multiple nominations and awards | edit]

Films with multiple nominations/3°140]

Films with multiple wins[*'142]

Nominations Film Awards Film
13 Oppenheimer 7 Oppenheimer
11 Poor Things 4 Poor Things
10 Killers of the Flower Moon 2 The Zone of Interest
8 Barbie
7 Maestro
American Fiction
Anatomy of a Fall
° The Holdovers
The Zone of Interest
3 Napoleon
The Creator
Mission: Impossible — Dead Reckoning Part One
2 Nyad
Past Lives
Society of the Snow




The following individuals received two or more Best Actor awards:

Wins Actor Nominations
3 Daniel Day-Lewis 6
Spencer Tracy 9
Jack Nicholson 8

Marlon Brando

Dustin Hoffman !
2 Gary Cooper
Tom Hanks
Fredric March °
Sean Penn

Anthony Hopkins 4




Multiple wins and nominations | edit]

The following individuals received two or more Best Actress awards:

Wins Actress Nominations
4 Katharine Hepburn 12
3 Frances McDormand 3

Meryl Streep 17
Bette Davis 10
Ingrid Bergman
Jane Fonda °
Elizabeth Taylor 5
Olivia de Havilland
2 Glenda Jackson )
Jodie Foster 3
Sally Field
Vivien Leigh
Luise Rainer 2
Emma Stone

Hilary Swank
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Modi sarkar ki

Guarantee

CAA RULES NOTIFIED AHEADOF LOKSABHA POLLS

No passport, no visa: Rules eased
for seeking citizenship under CAA

PM delivered on commitment: Shah

Opp-ruled states say bid to

= Certificate from local
Bodvmemberanocah

producing a valid passport of
these countries or a valid visa
from India, according to the
nip (Amendsment) Ac
2015, (CAA) rules notified on
NMooday
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SC rejects plea
for stay on

Released
from jail on
Mareh 7 oo
days after
his acquittal

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHILMARCH 11

THE SUPREME Coust on Monday

ra gov-
sty an the
Delhi
ibaba

rejected the Mahacash:
nent’s plea for a

“The law is that there & a pre-
sumption of innocence. Once
there is an order of acquittal. thae
presumpeion gets for tifsed

= Central panel not
District Collector. to
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Union govermsment nots-
fied on Monday rules for the
Citizenship (Amendment ) Act
(CAA). over fous years after the
legislation was passed
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SC rejects SBI plea for more time,

EC to postdetails online by March 15

ANANTHAKRISHNANG
NEW DELHL MARCH 11

THE SUPREME COURT Monday
rejected the request by govern-

ment-cwrsed State Bank of India
(5B2) for tieme i June 30t dis-

Election Comemission

ot cecails of eloceoral bonds

purchased anonymousty and
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Means Guarantee of
fulfilling dreams of
140 Crore indians

PM hails first test of
Agni-5 with multiple
warhead technology

ONE MISSILE, MANY WARHEADS
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Macron announces legislation for
‘aid in dymg with strict conditions

ASSOCIATED PRESS
PARIS,MARCH11

FRENCH PRESIDENT Emmanuel
Macron has announced new leg-
islation tolegalise “aid in dying”
that will allow adults facing end-
of-life illness to take lethal med-
ication, a first in the country.

The move follows last year's
report indicating that most
French citizens support legalis-
ing end-of-life options.

In an interview published
Monday by French newspapers
La Croix and Liberation, Macron
said the new bill will be re-
stricted to adults suffering from
an incurable illness who are ex-
pected to die in the “short or

French President
Emmanuel Macron. File

middle-term” and who are suf-
fering “intractable” physical or
psychological pain.

Macron said the law will offer
“apossible path, in adetermined

situation, with precise criteria,
where the medical decision is
playing its role”.

He gave the example of peo-
ple with terminal cancer, some
of whom until now have gone
abroad to end their lives.

Only people aged 18 or above
who are capable of forming their
own views will be allowed to get
in the process, meaning those
with severe psychiatric conditions
and neurodegenerative disorders
suchas Alzheimer's diseasewon't
be eligible, Macron specified.

Patients who seek to enter the
process will need to reconfirm
their choice after 48 hours and
they should then receive an an-
swer from a medical team within
two weeks maximum, Macron

said. A doctor will then deliver a
prescription, valid for three
months, for the lethal medication.

People will be able to take the
medication at home,atanursing
home or at a health care facility,
Macron said. If their physical con-
ditiondoesn'tallow themtodoit
alone, they will be allowed to get
help from someone of their
choice or by a doctor or a nurse.

Macron said the new bill will
refer to “aid indying ... because
it’s simple and humane,” rather
than terms like euthanasia or
medically assisted suicide.

Macron set no date for the
legislation to be applied, saying it
will first need to follow a
months-longlegislative process
that will start in May.




India’s largest 8-lane elevated road

THE PROJECT

Dwarka Expressway;,
India’s first elevated 8-lane
access control urban
expressway;, is part of the
Centre’s Rs 60,000 crore
highway development
planinthe NCRto
decongest the national
capital.

TODAY’S OPENING

The Haryana section. It
includes two packages —
the 10.2-km Delhi-
Haryana Border to Basai
Rail-over-Bridge (ROB) and
8.7-km Basai ROB to
Kherki Daula

HOWWILLIT HELP
COMMUTERS?

W Once completed, it will
provide direct connectivity
to the IGI Airport in Delhi
and Gurgaon Bypass

W Will cater to heavy traffic
requirements between
Delhi and Gurgaon for the
next 25 years

SOME FIRSTS

M ItisIndia’s first eight-
lane elevated road
constructed on ‘single pier’
M Package 3 hasa8.6-km

elevated section with a
width of 34 metres

W Package4hasa3.7-km
elevated section with a
width of 34 metres. This
section also features one of
the widest railway over-

The Haryana section of the Dwarka Expressway ahead of its inauguration by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on Monday (image via PMO). P11

Dwarka Urban —— IGI
Extension road Dwarka Attt Zg km
) Sector 21 Irpor Total length
Delhi l ))-
InDelhi: 10.01km 2 79,000 cr
N ' ) Total cost
Shiv (approx)
Murti
bridges in India with 16
-I g km lanes as well as one of the
== longest ‘Bow Spring Steel
Basai rail SR RGPON Lengthin  Bridge’ of 125-metre
overbridge Haryana length
Haryana
* B The clover leaf
. Kherki — Sohna Road interchange at Kherki
f4,.| 00 Cr Daula !)at;lla isamong thte1 largest
Ali-)lapm:lf:ls; of — Delhi-Gurgaon Expressway (NH-48) gl(t)r:tcr?;?gyh‘;m
. % circumferential length







* India will start manufacturing the common antibiotic Penicillin G in
2024, three decades after India’s last plant shut down.

* This is one of the successes of the government’s Production Linked
Incentive (PLI) scheme launched during Covid-19 to promote
domestic manufacturing. Penicillin G is the Active Pharmaceutical
Ingredient (API) used in manufacturing several common antibiotics.



* APIs, also called bulk drugs, are significant ingredients in the manufacture
of drugs. The Hubei province of China is the hub of the APl manufacturing
industry.


http://drishtiias.com/images/uploads/1710153681_Penicillin G.png

WHAT IS PENICILLING

PENICILLIN Gis the active
pharmaceutical ingredient (API) used
in several common antibiotics. An API
is the main ingredient of a drug
responsible for bringing about its
desired effects. Like many other APIs,
Penicillin G was phased out of
production in India after cheaper
Chinese products flooded the market.
The last plant to stop production of

the antibiotic was Torrent Pharma in
Ahmedabad.

ACCORDINGTO the United States
government’s National Library of
Medicine, Penicillin G is a narrow
spectrum antibiotic used for the
treatment of several serious bacterial
infections such as pneumonia,
meningitis, gonorrhea, syphilis, etc.
Due to poor oral absorption, Penicillin
Gis generally administered
intravenously or intramuscularly.
Penicillin G may have some side
effects in some patients.



Why did Penicillin Manufacturing Stop in India?

Closure of Manufacturing:

e Penicillin G, along with numerous other active pharmaceutical
ingredients (APIs) manufactured in India, faced discontinuation
due to the influx of competitively priced Chinese
alternatives flooding the market.

e During the 1990s, at least five companies were engaged in the
production of Penicillin G within the country. However, the
significantly lower prices of Chinese counterparts rendered Indian
manufacturers economically nonviable, leading to the closure of
their operations.




* Many sizable manufacturing plants had to be liquidated for scrap.

 Additionally, the Drug Prices Control Order, which enforced price caps on
essential medicines, further incentivized the adoption of cheaper imporied
products.

* For Example, India initially sold Paracetamol at approximately Rs 800 per
kilogram, but the entry of Chinese competitors slashed prices to nearly Rs 400 per
kilogram, rendering domestic production economically unviable.



* Impact of PLI Schemes:

* There has bheen a significant decrease in APl imports following the
implementation of the PLI scheme.

* For example, paracetamol, the imports have halved compared to pre-pandemic
levels.

* However, despite this decline, a substantial portion of APls, particularly
for antibiotics, is still imported, highlighting the need for further
development in domestic APl manvufacturing.



* The PLI scheme offers incentives, including a 20% support for the first four years, 15% for
the fifth year, and 5% for the sixth year for fermentation-based bulk drugs like
antibiotics, enzymes, and hormones such as insulin.

* These drugs, which involve fermentation in their production process, are considered
more challenging to manufacture.

* Additionally, chemically synthesised drugs are eligible for a 10% incentive over six
years on eligible sales.



What is the Production Linked Incentive Scheme (PLI)?

e The PLI scheme was conceived to scale up domestic manufacturing
capability, accompanied by higher import substitution and employment
generation.

e Launched in March 2020, the scheme initially targeted three industries:
e Mobile and allied Component Manufacturing
e Electrical Component Manufacturing and
e Medical Devices.




* Success in Smariphone Manufacturing:

* InFY 2017-18, mobile phone imports were USD 3.6 hillion, while exports were a
mere USD 334 million, resulting in a -USD 3.3 hillion trade deficit.

* By FY 2022-23, imports reduced to USD 1.6 hillion, while exports surged to nearly
USD 11 billion, yielding a positive net exports of USD 9.8 hillion.



Asiatic Lions




» The International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN)
recently recategorized the Asiatic lion status
as vulnerable from endangered indicating a positive shift in
i1ts conservation status.

 Nomenclature change

* Due to genetic similarity between Central African, West African
and Asiatic Lions, IUCN has clubbed all three under Panthera
leo leo.

 Earlier, the Asiatic lions were classified as Panthera leo persica.




e Asiatic Lions

« About - The Asiatic lion is a subspecies of lion, slightly smaller than African
lions.

They are also known as Persian lions or Indian lions.

Scientific Name - Panthera leo leo.

Family — Felidae.

Distribution - They used to range from Turkey, across Asia, to eastern India.

Habitat - At present Gir National Park, Gujarat is the only abode of the
Asiatic lion.

« They are one of the 5 big cats found in India and are better known as ‘the king of
beasts



https://www.iasparliament.com/current-affairs/prelim-bits-5/prelim-bits-01-03-2024-upsc-daily-current-affairs#:~:text=Usually%2C%20it%20applies%20to%20the,leopard%2C%20jaguar%2C%20and%20puma.




 Mysore Paints and Varnish Ltd (MPVL), India’s sole
manufacturer of indelible ink, Is ramping up production to
meet the soaring demand ahead of the upcoming general
elections.

» Besides domestic demand, MPVL is also catering to export
orders, reinforcing its pivotal role in safeguarding electoral
Integrity worldwide. Under rule 49K of Conduct of Elections
Rules, 1961 every elector shall allow his left forefinger to be
iInspected by the Presiding officer or Polling Officer and an
Indelible ink mark to be put on it.




« What is Indelible Ink and how does it work?

* Indelible ink Is a special purple colour ink used to mark voters
during elections to prevent duplicate voting. It is typically
applied to a voter’s finger after they cast their vote and is
designed to be long-lasting and resistant to removal. It
often contains silver nitrate, which reacts with the skin and on
exposure to light, forms a permanent dark mark. The ink
works by penetrating the skin and staining it, making it
difficult to wash off or remove with solvents.
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The ‘NITI for States’ platform, a digital initiative aimed at
empowering states and union territories (UTs) in achieving national
development goals was launched recently.

The platform, inaugurated at NITI Aayog’s ‘Viksit Bharat Strategy
Room’, provides a centralized repository of resources including best
practices, policy documents, datasets, and NITI Aayog publications.

It features multilingual accessibility, capacity building initiatives, an
expert help desk, and data integration from the National Data &
Analytics Platform (NDAP).

It reflects NITI Aayog’s commitment to collaborative governance and
promoting development across the nation.






 The ChipIN Centre, a hub for chip designers in India,
received a boost from leading semiconductor industry
players, aiming to empower the semiconductor design
community in the country.

 The centre offers state-of-the-art Electronic Design
Automation (EDA) tools to students at various academic
levels.

* These Iinitiatives aim to realize India’s vision of becoming a
semiconductor hub by fostering chip design innovation
and entrepreneurship.
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