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Wihy Emnddia
urgently needs
a legal, policy
frammeworlk

It must ensure that the
benefits of the technology
are widely accessible

New coalition takes
shape in Nepal, but the
path ahead is rocky
PROFILES » PAGE S

Asif Ali Zardari
becomes Pakistan’s
l14th President

WORLD » PAGE 11

India signs off with an
innings win to claim
Test series 4

SCIENCE®» PAGE 10 SPORT » PAGE 13

BHOPAL

Former Union Minister Suresh
Pachours, along with other
Corgress leaders in Madhya

BJP, TDP, JSP seal deal
to contest polls together

The parties announce the decision in a

int statemen

= BJP likely to contest six Lok Sabha seats

from the State, leaving two for the JSP and 17 for the TDP; specific seats still being negotiated

NEW DELML

he Bharatiy:
Party (BJP), ‘relegu

yan-
(SP) have officially an-

y. The
comes 3t a e when the
Congress is deliberating on s
candidste selection for the Lok
Sabha election. » PAGE 3

Navy showcases
twin-carrier
operations

INS VIKRAMADITYA

2024 concluded on Frday. The

first part of the conference was
ot zea on board sFcrafe

carrier NS Vikramaditya

March S cuning which the bavy

howcazed = n s

operations" with MeG-29HK
fighter jet=. » PAGE 4

camo/maran

i=rael struck one of the largest

residential towers in Rafah in
southern

sheltering. » PAGE 13

e joint statement on
ehelr siance - which was
initiated by BIP president
1., Nadda, but ako issued
on behalf of TDP leader N.

up loose ends.
The stasement says the
alliance will together

~under the dynal'nbc and
visionary leadership of
Prime Minister [Narendral
Atodi=, but remains silent
on the nuts of

L

=D

United fight:

TOP president M. Chandrababu Naidu mes 89

naticnat president J.P. Nadda in New Delhi on Thursday. At

seat-sharing arrange-
ments.

Seat-sharing

“Specific seats are stll
being decided, and the
sticking points remain
Vishakhapatnam and Vi-

tionship together™. It not-
ed that the TDP had joined
the BIP-led NDA in 1996
and had “worked

NEW DELMI

Days ahead of the announ-
cement of th

According to a notifica-
tion by the Law Ministry,
his resignation has been
accepted by President

Election Commissioner
Arun Goel resigns ahead
of Lok Sabha election

ELEL TN COTTREWSSIOMmN Or

Anun Gosl, right, with CEC Ragv Kumar. ALE PHOTO

the
an-bemn reciecect e Just
one member - Chief

son Commissioner ka;lv

3 have
confirmed to The Hindu
Shing i BTSN combnat SA%

abha seats

se- by
the BJP, but difficult for the

a
Jolne sally of the alliance ta

cheduled held
roand March 17 1n Gunis,
sources added.

The joint statement is-

ed by the three partl

Saia that the TDB and the
BIP have a “very oid rela-

in  Aralji's
(former PM Atal Behari
Vajpayeel. and Narendra
Modi ji's government” 1
goes on to acknowledge
the JSP's support to the
NDA since 2014 as we
This son of the
NDA, BIF sources sald, was

goal of ry
share in the upcoming Lok
Sabha poll.

Droupadi Murmu with ef-  (ADR), an NGO, had filed a  dance with the new Chief
fect from March 9. public 2 <
the in the s and Other Hlection Com-
Court <h Mr.
Goel's claim- Service and

ing that due procedure had

The Hindiu: —We are happy
that he has resigned.~

The current vacancies
in the would

have to be filled in accor-

the Leader of the Opposi-
tion in the Lok Sabha and a
PM-nominated Union MMi-
nister, will select the mem-
bers of the commission.

COMG. EXPRESSES CONCERN
»PAGE 3

Congress compromised border security, says PM

GuwAHATE

Pefme <Afinister Narendra
odi S

been buil: a long tme ago.

“But mind-
e e A T
desh has only one-iwo
seats and therefore, there
is no point in investing in
the State,” he told a gather-
Ing In ltanagar.

The Prime Minister also
visited the Kaziranga Na-
tonal Park and unveiled
the statuse of Ahom general

Priene Minister Narendra Modi d

& his wisit to the Kaziranga Naticna! Park in Assam on Saturday. =T

Centre issues directive to prevent tailgating at airport e-gates

NEW DELH]

The Bureau of Civil Avia-

fng wherever there are <
senior official of

more

to use better
assign

er resources to prevent

Phrough mtomatic Sates ot
various chedpomzs.
is needed to ensure
smooth implementa-
tson of Digi Yatra, a system
for paperless travel.
“Serict

have
been given against tailgat-
i

Major concern: The govern

security Breaches within 10 days in February

bridge by walking closely
hind othe:

terminal entry gate where

ment directave follows two sericus
FrEsoTe

CISF staff were carrying
gut manual checking. fol
lowed by e-gate

o ekt e

area and after ir.

The man was stopped br
an IndiGo staff after he had
entered an aerobridge 1o
board a plane.
Earlier, on February
a man in his 60s wa
Tarly abie to travel through
the airport
an IndiGo aircraft.
E-ga

acturer:
S heen maladt ' o
prove their technology to
ensure that two passenge:
pase through them
at the

same time.
Airlines have also been
told to follow the standard

that
have been laid down, de-

ol
Digt Yawra, a b
boarding

NCB arrests Tamil
fillm producer in
drug racket case

The Hindu Bureaa
NEW DELML CHENNAL

The Narcotics Control Bu-
reau (NCB) on Saturday ar-
rested Jaffer Sadiq. ac-
cused

. The networ!
set up allegedly traf-

ed approximately
3.500 kflograms of pseu-
doephedrine to Australia,

New 2
in the guise of food-grade

jaffer Sadiq. alias Bezos,
is a Chennai resident and
Tamil film and

drug business in real
estate, hospitality. and film

legal

also held the post of a de-
puty organiser of the Dra-
vida

Mr. Singh added thas in-
terrogation of the accused

NRE wring for the Chennai
District-

etric-
system
o

and
more airports will get the
facility in 2024.

NCB Depuly Director-
1G siny

=
told that Mr.

had that the ill-
used to

and to construct a hotel in
Chennai_

Global network

Mr. Sadiq’s drug network ks
spread across the globe,
from Delhi to Tamil Nadu
and other places in India,
as well as to New Zealand,
Austr. and Malaysia_

team reco-

Sadiq had been

as the “mastermind~ of the
operation. and had invest-
d his p s from the il-

a dangerous and hAghly ad-
dictive synthetic
high demand et R




Election Commissioner
Arun Goel resigns ahead
of Lok Sabha election

Sreeparna Chakrabarty
NEW DELHI

Days ahead of the announ-
cement of the schedule for
the upcoming Lok Sabha
polls, Election Commis-
sioner Arun Goel resigned
on Saturday. His tenure
was till 2027.

According to a notifica-
tion by the Law Ministry,
his resignation has been
accepted by President
Droupadi Murmu with ef-
fect from March 9.

With the resignation,
the Election Commission
has been reduced to just
one member - Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner Rajiv
Kumar. Election Commis-
sioner Anup Chandra Pan-
dey retired in February.

Mr. Goel, a 1985-batch
IAS officer of the Punjab
cadre, joined the commis-
sion on November 21,
2022. His resignation
comes two days before a
crucial hearing of the Su-
preme Court on the electo-
ral bonds issue.

Earlier, the Association
for Democratic Reforms

ELECTIUN COTIMISIION OF I

Arun Goel, right, with CEC Rajiv Kumar. FILE PHOTO

(ADR), an NGO, had filed a
public interest litigation
petition in the Supreme
Court challenging Mr.
Goel’s appointment claim-
ing that due procedure had
not been followed. The top
court had refused to inter-
fere with the appointment
stating that a Constitution
Bench had already exa-
mined the process and re-
frained from passing any
adverse orders.

On Saturday, ADR chair-
man Trilochan Shastry told
The Hindu: “We are happy
that he has resigned.”

The current vacancies
in the commission would
have to be filled in accor-

dance with the new Chief
Election Comimissioner
and Other Election Com-
missioners (Appointment,
Conditions of Service and
Term of Office) Act, 2023,
which was brought in by
the government in Decem-
ber last year.

The Act provisions that
a selection committee
headed by the Prime Mi-
nister, which comprises
the Leader of the Opposi-
tion in the Lok Sabha and a
PM-nominated Union Mi-
nister, will select the mem-
bers of the commission.

CONG. EXPRESSES CONCERN
» PAGE 3



Chief Election Commissioner of

Incumbent
Rajiv Kumar
since 15 May 2022

Election Commission of India

Nominator
Appointer
Term length

Inaugural
holder

Deputy

Salary

Union Council of Ministers
President of India

6 years or up to 65 years of
age

(whichever is prior)

Sukumar Sen

Election Commissioners of
India

Deputy Election
Commissioners of India

250,000 (US$3,100) per
month! 112!

The official logo of the Election Commission of

India

Constitutional Body overview

Formed

Jurisdiction

Headquarters

Employees

Constitutional
Body executives

25 January 1950; 74 years
ago

(Later celebrated as
National Voters' Day)

Ministry of Law and
Justice, Government of
India

Nirvachan Sadan, Ashoka
Road, New Delhil!]

(& 28°37'26"N
77°12'40"E

Around 300/2!

Rajiv Kumar, IAS (Retd.),
Chief Election
Commissioner of India

Vacant, Election
Commissioner of India

Vacant, Election
Commissioner of India
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T After allies meet Shah in Delhi, SupriysSiile

Hit YouTuber for threatening
my parents. me: Elvish Yadav

Winner ofreallry show Bige Boss OTT Elvish
has been

Yadav, who

booked for

allegedly

assaulting a2 YouTuber in a shopping mall in

Delhi, posted a

video on

claiming
h.\mandh.s

that che latter had o threatened to ~bum
ts family alive™

alleged that the

Sagar Thalair, had instaBled Tidden cameras ot

the place of their meeting.

BJP relving on ED. CBl as it

has no faith in its leaders: RJD

The Rashtriva Janata Dal on Saturday alleged that

the Opposition because the
in its own Jeaders’

“BIP has
leaders will not be able to fetcch votes, hence, it
has reposed its fakh in the ED, CBI and I-T

d party Rishi
Mishra, a dsy after the ED conducted raids

against

party leader Subhash Yadav. &

Pradeep Verma is Jharkhand
BJP’s candidate for RS polls

Jharkhand BJP general
pdls o O e

eep Verma

secretary Prad
candidate for the Rajya Sabha

person Pranl

spol
Shahdeo said i Ranchi on Saturday. Mr. Verma,

52, will file his nominal
bsennial elections to the two
from the state will be

heid on March 21

tion on March II.

The
a Sabha seats
The

ruling JMM-Congress-RJD alliance is likely to
declare its candsdate on Sunday.

Fadnavis assures Mahayuti LS
seat sharing in the home stretch

BJP leader and Deputy CM saws 80% of the alliance deal for 48 seats done. rest of the issues will be ironed out soon: Shinde
s Kadam shtra BJP leaders over staking claim to seats in the Konkan region

Senas

o target Ma

S| it Baner|
PUNE

ith tenssons

prevailing

among the rul-
ing Mahayuti allies over

seat  in the upcom-
ing Lok Sabha election,
Bharatiya Janata P

the ruling allies saw mner
Minister _ Shinde,

with his Deputy Cnser Al
nisters - Mr. Fadnavis and

-—" Wl

Union Home Minister Amit Shah with Maharashtrs Chicf Minister Eknath Shinde and Deputy Chaef

Ministers Devendra Fadnavis and Ajit

soon,” Mr. Fadnavis sasd.

Lion’s share for BJP
o the

NCP (Ajit Pawar faction)
leader Sunil Tatkare and
Rajya Sabha MP Praful
Patel.

& outcome of the

three ruling parties] are
talking to each other and
the issues will be resolved

BJP wants to contest on as

rashira, leaving 10 for Mr.
Shinde's Sena faction and a
mere four, or even less, for
Mr. Pawar's NCP.

Eknath shinde Sena
camp leader Sanjay Shirsat
said the announcement of
candidates for Maharash-
tra was expected in the
next two days, remarking

Pawar F8EPHOTO

that all would be dear
soon.

Sena feels the pinch
Yet, despite Mr. Fadnavis's
assurance that the talks
would be wrapped up
soon, senior leader from
the Shindeled Shiv Sena
camp. m,
continued to vent spleen
on the BJP’s °

& asainst the BJP staking
claim on seats which h.
from Mr.

in the Konkan :
Mr. Kadam, speaking
during an event at which
M Shinde was

Kadam sasd, taking
care to add, however, that
his was

Raj Thackeray
targets BJP
amid talks of
poll alliance

PUNE

lu.'nld talk of the Maharash-
a Navnirman Sena (MNS)

r for a possible

poll ali alllan(e - BINS chief Ra)
tinued

astam:e Aimacif from both

to contest
LS poll from
Baramadt

PUNE

Nationalist Congress Party
NCP) leader Sharad Pawar
on Saturday de party
leader and his ter Su-
priya Sule as their candi-
date from ashtra's
Bninaricdl Lole Sebbiay semt:
The announcement
former Maharashira Chier
Minister came amid specu-
lation that the rival faction
of the NCP may field Depu-
ty Chief Minister Ajic Pa-
war's wife, Sunetra Pawar,
from the same constituen-

the Oppositi
kas Aghadi in Bhor cehatl of

"‘l‘he elections will de-
cide the furure of cur coun-

coalitions,
the BJP as well as Sharad
Pawar’s n-

BT
ressing party work-
S et Minatille o Smeirekay
event to mark the par-

Ty isth foundation
Mr. Thackeray said that the

openly voiced his grievanc-

at
BJ¥ leaders.

who came well before Mo-
di,” he said.

nister Modi is not
any attention
farmer suicides. Instead,
he is focusing all his atten-
tion only on Gujarat,” he
said, ad that _the
Cenire was “misusing™ its

power.

“If you think the situa-

tion should be in control,
now is the time. When you

g0 to cast your vote, press

the buston that depicts the

s sym-

declare Su-
priya Sule as our candidat

for the Baramati Lok Sabha

ney.” he said.
Ms. Sule is a three-time
MP from Baramari.

ED action on
Baramati Agro
‘motivated”:
Rohit Pawar

reUMEAL

Maharashtra MLA  Rohit

Eleven ML ASs shift to
Uttarakhand hotel
HLP. crisis deepens

REISHIKESH

ED probes money trail
involving contractors in
T.N. sand mining scam

The six
Congress MLAs who voted

an on-

ile. Union M-
nister of State B.L. Verma

Spectal teams of the Enfor-
ceme: Directorate
earched multiple
thons across Tamil Nadu ln
connection with the al-
leged 24 .730-crore sand

by the probe agency twice
In the past after it sarched
of

going rebellion agency said thaj

Chier said the C movern- | tors were vei

Singh Sukbu. Two BIP ment in the State “will | money transfers involving

MLAs accompanied the soon fall™. certain individ: <con-

Lowmakers, who arrived in “The Sukhu gowvern- | tractors and  prime
from v ment i

Panchkula by & chartered  conflicts. It will not last The ED, in its Investiga

of this infight-

on

that in Septem-
ber last year, s fvto

and no one is being al
lowed to enter its premis-
es, except those who have

online

Ayo and some others in
January.

The Congress MLAs —
sSudhir Sharma, Rajinder

long because
ing.” he told reporters.
The C

has 34 MLAs in the State
pssembly, while the BIP
has 2s.

Gone ALAS Tadk lant sup-
port to the BIP during the
Rajya Sabha polls.

es in the illegal sale of river
sand, and is now

neous searches at sand
mining sites In more than

or
However, the ED ap-
peal the stay or-
der in the Supreme Court,
the four

six on < = to
12, 2023. and claimed to  the summons in the case,
have seized incrimina stating 1l

ting

documents such as fake

bills and counterfeit QR

codes at pointed to GST
Ce:

losses to the Central and

they were
to provide informa-
ton to e ED.

part of the probe, the
ED a|so atmtached over 200

ing the source and flow of
nds, according
sources.
After registering a case

of
or their associates, fnchsd-
ng S X

for mining sand illegally in
the State. and froze the
bank of

Prime ummm Narendra Modk addressing an evert in Siigsi on

Saturday. s

Solution to Gorkha
issue soomn, says PM
at fourth rally in

Bengal in 10 days

Shiv Sah:
KOLKATA

Siny

Rathinam, P. Karikalan and
officials of the Water Re-

the pa.rnes in the

be resolved, bus “Modi has
resol\vd these issues

sand lfung
the sources added.

2 Chandigarh
councillors
return to AAP

CHANDIGARH

Two Chandigarh munici-
pal councillors — Poonam

polls, which

and Ne-
ha bat returned to the
AAP fold on Saturday. a
party staternent sasd.

Kerala top Indian State in issuing passports to women

Dhinesh Kall
THIRUVANANTHAP

Ang

1n line with the visible shift

d the

ry tll 2023, followed

by Maharashtra, Tamil Na-

du, Punjab, and Gojarst.
Keral

at 4207 3
The highest number of
female passport holders

an
018

m

crease in Kerala’s youth,

FT5 850, e SUaL G 30093 on BeRaH 1 TG

h number passp

=
=
2 3
= =
i I I
cunnmar

A surve:
dent Migration from Kera-

ort holders ti

2023

33
I53

s

Faguures ar o Ak
T tam rease

1a”. conducted in 2023 as
part of -.he Lemm for Pu-
blic

more women from Kerala
are pursuing overseas edu-
cation. Though the 2018
Kerala Migration

ipation

males refpnesen(ed 32% of

F Gepriving the people of
north Bengal and creating
abias e among several
communities in the region,

nister in a short span of 10
days and he continued to
target the Trinamool Con-
gress (TMC) leaders, saying
that the

Prime
Modi on Saturday said that
the BJP has been sensitive
1o the issue of khas.
“The BIP is continuous-

erns. Now, we are ve-
¥ to finding
tion,” he said, ad a

The demand for a per-

the vey
aligning with data
which showed that nearly

ed Ca-

iri, former CEO of
NoRKA Roots, a field -
<y of the rtment of
Non-Resident Keralites
(NORKA). said the uptick in

(CPPRY vmnh Leadership
Fellowship, found that

female
in foreign universities is
one of the reasons.

for the Darjeeling hills has
persisted for several de-

Darjeeling Lok Sabha seat
since 2009.

The Prime DMinister re-

oust
thelr corrupt government

om West Bengal will be-
gtn wkh the

“Their leaders and Mi-
nisters are in jail in the ra-

ase. Thy
is looting the people of
.~ Air. Modi He

rac and said that the State
government is not allowing
the people to avail of the
benefits of these Central
schemes.

are several Issues which

woters to shun it in

people never wall

poll.
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Kerala top Indian State in issuing passports to women

Dhinesh Kallungal
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

In line with the visible shift
in the migration pattern
from Kerala of late, women
from the southern State
hold the highest number of
passports issued in the
country till 2023, followed
by Maharashtra, Tamil Na-
du, Punjab, and Gujarat.

Though Kerala has the
highest number of total
passport holders in the
country at 98.92 lakh (in-
cluding male and female),
Uttar Pradesh has the high-
est number of male pass-
port holders at 70.58 lakh.
The number of female
passport holders in Kerala
stands at 42.17 lakh.

The highest number of
female passport holders

States with high number passport holders till 2023
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Figures in n lakh
UTTAR PRADESH

55.47

underscores the recent
shift in the migration pat-
tern from the State, charac-
terised by a notable in-
crease in Kerala’s youth,

especially female students,
heading to various coun-
tries for higher education.
A survey on “Youth Stu-
dent Migration from Kera-

la”, conducted in 2023 as
part of the Centre for Pu-
blic Policy Research
(CPPR) Youth Leadership
Fellowship, found that

more women from Kerala
are pursuing overseas edu-
cation. Though the 2018
Kerala Migration Survey
put women’s participation
in migration at 15.8%, the
latest study found that fe-
males represented 32% of
the survey respondents,
aligning with the data
which showed that nearly
half of over 7,200 students
who recently secured Ca-
nadian visas from one facil-
itator were female.

Speaking to The Hindu,
K. Harikrishnan Nam-
boothiri, former CEO of
NoRKA Roots, a field agen-
cy of the Department of
Non-Resident  Keralites
(NoRKA), said the uptick in
female students enrolling
in foreign universities is
one of the reasons.
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‘Bharat Shakti’ to showcase prowess
of indigenous defence equipment

The riservice demonstration on March 12 at the Pokhran firing range in

will be wi

by PM Modi: display

of tactical operations will end with destruction of enemy ammour while the Navy will undertake maritime operations

NEW DELCHI
firepower _demon-

ation
be held on March 12 at the

Pokhran firing range in Ra-
jasthan to demonstrate the

tional Director General of
the Army Design Bureau,
briefing the media on Sa-

turday, sasd.

Emphasising  indi
nous weapon systems,
Maj. Gen. Mann said the

of
manufactured _ defence
equipment of the three
Services, the Army,
Navy and Air Force, with
particular focus on “joint-
ness~ and synergy. Prime
AMinister Narendra Modl is
scheduled to witness the

demonstration.
-The event will dnernon-
apa-

ughe about a
paradigm shift with the

and establishment of indi-
genous  manufacturing
n

e
Bility of the three Services

eqr
General C.S. Mann, Addi-

usher the
manifestation of Bharat's

Major General CS. Mann

share of domestic compo,
nent has increased
oonsm.—abl,

He said lethality and po-

visaged
Bhaux srulm would show-

ligence Surveillance and
Reconnalssance (SR) grid

lnxerdk:tlon
ations by aerial plat
forms, the Bring of long-
range vectors, manoeuvres
by mechanised forces, and
movement of the infantry
vehi-

ic targets in depth. whe-
reas the Navy will

maritime opera-
tions for strategic effects,

which will be underu:lnen
at sea and show

roceedings will
commence with the Spe-
clal Forces of Army,
of the Navy, and
Garuds of the Indian Afr
Force all cerrain
vehicles and slithering op-
erations, while _surveil-
lance of the battiefield will
be carried out by

e Aerial Vehiciaa.
-rmswmetolmuedhyme

domain o operations
three Services in offensive
operations using indige-

roes
ment projects has s(ezdﬂy

nous
It will also involve th
of the tntel.

f targets
long range Brepower and
artillery guns. Maj. Gen.
AMann d.

Further. the IAF will
achieve a favourable air sit-
uation by engaging strates-

of the Indian Ar-
my. ending with the
destruction of

armour.

“The aspects of India's
cyber multi-domain
operations capabilicy are
also beiny ong

As PM Modi visits Kaziranga,
Congress asks when he will
find time to visit Manipur

The Hindu Burean
GUWAHATI/ NEW DELHI

turday
the people of the counlry

o experience the ~unpa-
ra.lleled _beauty” of Xazi-
ranga National Park and
Tiger R&serve after under-
mlnng clephantback and
Jeep saf:

van . the team of wo-
men forest rds, and
lauded their

with operaﬂons of m—my
Navy and Air Force.

This exercise would
shovicaze. bigh mmersy.
multi-Service,  maulti-d
main capability, thereby
demonstrating _inter-Ser-
vice synergv.” BMaj. Gen.
Atann added.

Some major aspects of
tri-Service integration will
be showcased in the
demonstration.

Navy demonstrates twin-carrier operations

Navy showcased its operation
off from IS Vikrovnadi

30 Bnd NS VkFOL. SPECAL ASRANGEMENT

ns with MiG-29K fighter jets taking

Dinakar Peri
INS VIKRAMADITYA

The first edition of the Na-
Command Confe-
Tuded

e I Vikramaditya on
s during which the

Navy showcased its “t
carrier operations™
MiG-29K fighter jets taking
simultaneodsly  from
both INS Vikramaditya and
NS Vikrane: and then land-
ing cross deck. The opera-

with

tons were witnessed by
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh and Chief of Defence
Staff Gen. Anil Chauhan.

e remainder of the
conference was held in
New Delhi.

The twin-carrier opera-
tions also demonstrate that
the first indigenous aircraft
carrier, INS Vikrant, has
been fully integrated into
thie opaxaionsl cyila: Tha

perations were fol-
Towed by a sail by several
warships of the Navy.

ational tempo of the Navy

developments in the

Red Sea and rencwed pira-

¥, attempts in the Gulf of
den.

Singh underscored
role expe:

prosperity inthe Indian
an Region.

-n.e roceedings at New
Delhi on March 7 and 3 -
cluded a review of major
operal marertal,
frastructure. logistics and

imitia-

hap-
‘)ened amid the high oper-

tives, the Navy said

and
safeguarding the home of
the largest population of
one-horned rhinos on
earth.

. Nestled amidst hush
greenery, uus UNESCO
World Heritage site is
blessed wnh Aiverse floca
and faun. he

noceros,” he wrote on X
~It’s a place where every

Jairam

lej

Jeep safaﬁ inside the Kazi
ranga we: red on lhe

Prime uu-uss.ers social me-

<ia platform.

“Were glad that the
Prime Minister has found
time amidst his various tra-
vels to spend today morn-
ing in Kaziranga. an kconic

Nehru :\nd tndira

“Why has the Prime Mi-
nister, ordinarily misusing
taxpayer’s money to cam-

arcund the country,
not found the tme to visit

the Pri
found time 1o visit the vio-

majestic one-horned -

et

yet, or even take a
<call with the Chief Minister
and the political parties of
the State?~ Mr. Ramesh
said in his post.

On the draw

DMK allots nine seats to
Congress in Tamil Nadu;
seals agreement with MNM

CEHENNAL

The Munnetra

zha@rn DMK on Satur
day sealed a seat-sharing
pact with the Tamil Nadu
unit of the Congress, which
was allotted 10 seats — nine
in Tamil Nadu and a lone
seat in Puducherry.

The agreement for the

adu mitt:
CINCO) president K. Selva.

perun i ar Anna Ariva-
fvam here. Eariier, the
DMK also sealed the pact
with Haasan's Mak-

MK Stalin and Udhayanidhi Stalin with Makdkal Needhi M;
leader Kamal Haasan durng a meeting. on Saturday. #T1

~Tamil Nadu will set the
agenda and model for the
try that divistve forces
Pty venumpalad.
ded. He said the gove:
ment under the leadership
of Mr Stalin was fighting
divisive forces of the coun-

all the searts in Tamil Nadu
and Puduche:

cm @

didate Rav
son of former Chief Minis-
ter O

with MNM. As per the pact,
the MNM will \Imk for the
DMK-led alliance for the
upcoming Lok Sabha elec-

tion in Tamil Nadu and
Puduch
MNA  had  contested

and . is now in an al-
liance for the first time
since its

decided
to work for the DMK-led
allsan,

ce.
With this, the DMK has
now allocated nine seats in
Tamll Nadu to the Con-
(plus one in Pudu-
Sherry); two seats each to
the two Left parties - the

the
Party of India (Marxist; one
seat to the MDMK: the two

Kozhikode to get first cooperatives museum

Aabha Raveendran
KOZHIKODE
Indian

Amul, Coffee

tury.
A 21SO-crore project of
Karassery Service Co-oper-
ative Bank that began oper-
ations in 1994, the mu-
seum will be the second of
its kind in the world (the
first is in Toad Lane. the

The intemational Cooperative Museum building is expected to be a
major tourist attraction in the State. K RAGESH

U.K., set up in 1844). There

societies, at 2.3 lakh, with S
e members. The mu-

success and achievements
of

house a wax museum and
an art

The ICAT is the brain-
child of N.K. Abdurahi-
man, the chafrperson of
Karassery Bank. The inftial
work for the project began
in 2016. The

who is incharge of the

work.
Meanwhile, the banl
oache:

has approa
tomnal

an
(NABARD) and the Interna-
tional C 1l

is being carried out by Ura-
Labour Contract Co-
operative Soctety, another
glant in Kerala's coopera-
tive sector.
The initial plan was to
complete the work in five

years, bus 1019 played
Spoflsport Wwith  the
change chnology over

“We are planning to fn-
sopporae the latest tech-

for support to make the
project even bigger. “We
already contacted

nee for people,

in:el]m and virtual
reality for the displays.”

in India, especlaﬂy Kerala.
The ding also

dh'ec(m' T and Infrasm
ture) of Karassery Bank,

and re-
searchers. We hope to do

Kerala CM announces CBI probe
into veterinary student’s death

G Anand
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Kerala Chief Minister Pina-
rayi  Vijayan
nounced a probe by the
Central Bureau of
garion (CBD into the sus-

by suicide of

had tortured, shamed and
put Sidharthan on public
trial in the college for some
percefved campus demea-

and left him to starve
for days.

He was later found dead
in a bathroom in the un-
fversity hostel.

Sidharthan's father,
Jayaprakash, met Mr. Vi-
Jayan in the Secretariat on

of
Villupuram and Chidamba-
ram to the VOK; the Rama-

in v.
The student’s death had
rocked State politics with

£o the indian Union Mus
lim League (IUML) and th

Meanwhile, the DMK al-
so finalised the poll deal

Kongunadu Makkal e
si}a Katchi (KMDK)-

the Congress and
the BJP all

ation of India — the student
wing of the ruling CPI1(M) —

later told re pof that the
Chief AMinister heard his
misgivings ut the ongo-

ing State police probe and
promised a CBI inquiry.
The government report-
edly wanted to avoid a pol-
itical loss of face, ghven Mr.
Khan's stated attempt to

move the Kerala High
Court for ~a serving judi
clal officer e probe lhe
case the premise th:
Ihe &(a(e police ln\:estlga

Bengaluru cafe blast
suspect trail takes
officials to Kalaburagi

The Hindu Burean
HALABURAGL/BENGALURU

victory for justice and hu-

He said the government
had alsD

mand for a CBI probe.

o the trail of the
suspected bomber at The

ram Cafe in
Bengaluru on March 1, the
National 1nvestigation

Agency (NIA) teams have
now reached Kal.

on Saturday. The NIA has
now a clear lead that

suspect —
grabs. “The NIA seeks citi-

CCTV foctape of the suspect

zen cooperation in identi-
call

NIA posted on X on Satur-
day.

Amx




Kozhikode to get first cooperatives museum

Aabha Raveendran
KOZHIKODE

Amul, Indian Coffee
House, Indian Farmers
Fertiliser Cooperative (IFF-
CO), Kerala Dinesh Beedi:
these are brands from di-
verse sectors with one un-
iting factor — they are all
cooperatives. These and
many others will be show-
cased at the almost-ready
14-storey  International
Cooperative Museum
(ICM) in the heart of Kozhi-
kode, Kerala. It will be a
destination to learn about
India’s cooperative move-
ment that has a history of
more than a century.

A T150-crore project of
Karassery Service Co-oper-
ative Bank that began oper-
ations in 1994, the mu-
seum will be the second of
its kind in the world (the
first is in Toad Lane, the

3 .
el < IR

¥ | PN

The International Cooperative Museum building is expected to be a
major tourist attraction in the State. K. RAGESH

U.K., set up in 1844). There
are more than 8 lakh coop-
eratives in India today,
with a collective member-
ship of 29 crore. Maharash-
tra has the maximum num-
ber of  cooperative

societies, at 2.3 lakh, with 5
crore members. The mu-
seum will showcase the
success and achievements
of cooperative movements

in India, especially Kerala.
The building will also

house a wax museum and
an art gallery.

The ICM is the brain-
child of N.K. Abdurahi-
man, the chairperson of
Karassery Bank. The initial
work for the project began
in 2016. The construction
is being carried out by Ura-
lungal Labour Contract Co-
operative Society, another
giant in Kerala’s coopera-
tive sector.

The initial plan was to
complete the work in five
years, but COVID-19 played
spoilsport. ~ With  the
change in technology over
the last eight years, plans
changed too.

“We are planning to in-
corporate the latest tech-
nology, including artificial
intelligence and virtual
reality for the displays,”
said Mubasheer Ali Tahir,
director (IT and Infrastruc-
ture) of Karassery Bank,

who is in-charge of the
work.

Meanwhile, the bank
has approached the Na-
tional Bank for Agriculture
and Rural Development
(NABARD) and the Interna-
tional Cooperative Alliance
for support to make the
project even bigger. “We
have already contacted
cooperatives in some
countries in Europe and Ja-
pan for information and
display materials,” he said.

With its opening in less
than six months, the ICM is
expected to be a major tou-
rist attraction in Kozhi-
kode. “Our aim is to make
the museum a great learn-
ing experience for people,
especially students and re-
searchers. We hope to do
this with the support of ex-
perts and research scho-
lars in the field,” Mr. Abdu-
rahiman said.
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Sunday. March 10, 2024 Ne s
— — ‘Canal Man’ picks up his shovel again to help farmers

wva of Czech

Republic becomes Miss World

Czech s Krysty on
won lhe coveted Miss Wnnd 2024 title ata .;m.nd

Leban
nan\ed the first runner- up Relgn!ng Miss W‘orld
Karolina Bielawska from Poland crowned
ﬁnz.'le

B
here. India, which hosted the event after
Years, was represented by 22 year-old Sini Shetcy.
who could nor it to the top four of the
Contess. India has won the tirle sbx times — Refra
Faria . Aishwarya Rai Bachchan (1994),
Diana Hayden (1997), Yukta Mookl 1999),

yanka Chopra Jonas (2000), and Manushi
iar 20175, o

Bofors case: application in SC
seeks early hearing of plea

An application has been filed In the Supreme
cking an early hearing of a petition

dx-lleng;ng the Delhi High Court mos verdict
which al those

against in the
sensitive T64 crore Bofors pay-off case. The
fled

ay 3
The court had on November 2, 2018, disrnissed
the CBI's plea against the verdict and said the
agency can raise all grounds in the appeal filed
by him against the same judmment. Mr. Agrawal
Sasd he had fled the petition agamst the verdict
back in 200S and over three decades have gone
by since the matter came to light.

Bronze statue of Lachit

Borphukan unveiled in Assam

A 125 feet bronze statue of Ahom general Lachic
Borphukan was unveiled at his burial site in
eastern Assam’s Jorhar district by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Saturday. The Statue of Valour
is 84 feet tall, set on a pedestal of 41 feet, making
the total height of the figurine 125 feet. I was
umvelied at the Lactic

Project near Teok.
The arc spread aver 16. S acres. is being
develope:

d as a tourist

commander of the Ahom ki

Naveen Patnaik govt. revises
primary schoolteachers’ pay

The Odisha government on Saturday revised the
pay structure of primary school teachers, in a
move that is expected to help over one Lakh
teachers and other officers across the State. The
Cabinet chaired by Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik
approved the proposal to raise their pay
structure by one level. The government will incur
n additiona! diture rore per
annmum, sund a government smxemmx_ This
decision carries substantial importance ahead of
the Lok Sabha and Assembly elections. Primary
for

h -
salary revision and staged various protests to
draw the t's attention.

known as the Man-,
s singl y digeing
a second canal of 5 km so

r. Bhuiya. who lives in
Kothilwa village,

away from =
headquarters, began the

He hopes to complete
another 1.5 km in the next
year-and-a-half, using
nothing more than an
and canal is 5

structed

this one will provide water

Enpevsscd by his wock,
Anand Mahi Chair’
person of me Manindra
Group, had gifted him a
tractor after he had com-
pleted the first canal. This

-Cire. ARRAPICEVENT

is now Mr. Bhuiyas only
source of income.

Daily routine
Every morning. Mr. Bhul.
va. who owns less than half
2n acre of land, rises. and
leaving his mud

L Bhui of

finish his first canal
in October 2020

are not able to utilise rain-
rater adequacely becanse

re Is 1o proper channel
for it he sa!

A fourth works as a helper
ina sweet shop in Chennai.
“The second canal will
not only help in providing
. but al-

ple (he : oppor-

home, walks about 2 km to
his work spot. “Farmers

pond,
from where people use wa-
ter for ririgation.

the village was mi-
Erating to _other places in
Laungi

Bhustya. whe used to o to
forest

daily graz.

Is. thought aboul the
Riture of the village.

Another villager. Kesari-
va Devi, said the water cri-
Sis will end once the se-

canal is operational.

available at a depth of
100 feet; now, hit water
at 20 feet,” she said. indi-

cating o that the Sroundwa-
have r

l-lardly yune <ould
afford a borewell here, but

many people have
e, sinoe the depeh they

have to bore to is less than
before.™

pace of his work.

Hundreds
turn up to
save trees in
Uttarakhand

NEW DELHL

Hundreds of men. women

Constitution has its
place from courts to
remote villages: CJ1

es of the nation's diverse society. says Chief Justice

It has met the chall
Do

Y. Chandrachud: stresses that fraternity is vital to maintain equality

IaFUR
hief justice ol' ]ndia
Chandr-

DY
on S.an.uda) [
on the

famous <edar
trees, which are consi- | tional values of liberty.
eguality and !ruernny for

ensuring the nation’s unity
and progress. and s:ld lhe
Constitution’s

houtd reach the villages
across the country. ~Our
Constitution has its place
from the court's
to the remote villages. It is

Feumdationatainass nion Menister Arjun Ram Meghw,
Justice of India DY. Chandrachud and Rajasthan Hegh Court Chief
Justice MM Shrivastava in Bikaner on Seturday. A7

such as daily wages, pen-
clean water. ratomn,

he said
Referring to the techno-

logical -
ing applied to judscial insti-
tutions, -

not limited to books flowed from the Constitu
alone.” the CJI said. tion, which had met the

Justice C n- «l
susurated a regional “Ham-  diverse socie while the

vidhan Hamara
Our G

P the State go-
vernment's “Manas nd
r - that

Our Honour) cam-

=
satd that
rt

Odisha sees record
human casualties in
wild elephant attacks

BHUBANESWAR

The number of human

de: encounters with

wild elephants in Odisha

increased to 149 during

202324, recording an all-
Thi, human ca:

nei Forest Division of Sun-
dargarh district on March 7
taking the total human toll
to 149 In 249 encounters
with elephans.

pre-

surpasse
hate recmd of 148 deadn

then, the human fatalities
have been on the rise con-
100

o
in the country. he

The CJI quoted B.R. Am-
bedkars speech in the

Geaths each year reaching
an all-time high of 148 in

The toll surpassed
the previous record

2022-23

country despite
Jower elephant
compared to States such as
Karnataka, Assam. Kerala
and Tamil Nadu.

The 2017 elephant cen-

deaths, Dhenkanal. which

and 122
have sustained injuries in
attacks.

The protest. which be- t Constituent
gan as letters to the out that the Con
ment officials. Later, the | rightsand duties, stiturion was not a mere la-

S: the 75th year of  wyers" ent, but was
became a on soctal | India as a republic. wehicle of life, and its spi-
media site X. The public Union Law and e  rit was always the spirit of

drew widespread | Minister
criticism t the go- | waland the Chief juxum of “The «©
Chief =h M.M. flects our collective asplra»
Pushkar Singh Dhami said | Shriw were among  tions... We are committed
e

Chief
chud said the bassc rights,

0 the rule of law pro-
tection of usman rights be-
cause of the Constitution,”

Lower elephant count

&y The district courts are
being
constinute the Brst
step towards justice.” the
Chief Justice sasd.

3 out
that Odisha was the lead-
ing State in losing humans
o wild m the

is the epicentre of -
has suf-
fered th, - recording
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Lanka’s tourism surge a clarion call for Kerala
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THIRUVANANTHAFPURAM

The meteoric rise of Sri
Lanka’s rtourism sector
from the ashes of the eco-
nomic downturn and civil
unrest a year ago now
serves as a wake-up call for
Kerala, two major foreign
Tour d.eﬁ:l

'Sei Lanka is conssdered
a major competitor to Ker-
ala with both destinations

Sliding stong: A toemist erjoys parmsalfing at Kovelam beach i

wit
landscapes, beaches. wil-
diife, verdant leafcloaked
hills, relatively similar cui-

were 6.54 lakh and 6.59

lakh, respectively. in 2010,

hardly a year after the civil

war came to an end in the
d nation.

Highest in 2019
The next d was very

crucial for Sri Lanis with

_in 2023, Kerala recorded 6.49 lakh arivals #T

©On the other hand, Ker-
ala tourism clocked 11.89
lakh in 2019, the highest
ever number clocked by
the State.

ng beautiful Towa-
ters and
a cradle of Ayurveda, for
which are no 1

equivalents in Sti Lanka.
‘oreign tourist arrivals
n Sri Lanka and Kerala

ps
ing Kerala in absolute num-
bers terms of foreign
Rewiciat Sxrtvath AT tointer
arr point
fouched 23.33 lakh in 2018,

10 7.19 lakh in 2022 Kerala
the! d

tion over Kerala, despite
the reports of power cus,

it proteses there.
o Indians ac-
count for the fion's share of

Sandeshkhali
police officer
transferred

KOLKATA

diate choice Colom-
3 foreign tourist arrivals in | The West Bengal govern-
Sri Lanka fol by Rus- ment on urday trans-

Strong < Sians and thase from the | ferred  Blowalit Shanpel,
However, taking competi- UK. the officer-in- of
tors by = ise, kca: Sande- ali police sta-
tourism asrong co-  ‘Almost the same” tion, amid the ongot -
meback in 2023 with fo- S iz t0 The Hindu, Jai- | rore over allegations of sex-
TN et s - son Panikulangara. dir wal  abuse an d
ping 1457 tor of srabbing against local Tri-

e jua orinded saa  decs and O ; leaders.
son 2 . ra- m e Gop: al Sarkar been
1a could ry o ar- tourism Colom- appnmxed as Mr. Slu:np\.d s

rival of 6.49 lakh in 2023, bo, said that be it Galle Fort | replacement.

which is still short of its in Sri Lanka or Fort Kochi Police authorittes de-
2010 in Kerala, tl lmu'is fers as

ism

Kerala Tour P
P.A_ Mohamed Riyas attri-

Lanka.
The arrtval of foreigners
in Lanka started declining

rience is almos

With the fascinating desti-
nations providing a peep
into the colonial influenc

2nd ancient history of the
cittes when digging a little
deepe: Although  the

beach experience o S
is more ]

e district.
‘On March 1, the State go-
vernment removed two of-
ficers from Basirhat police
district. following the ar-
Test of S Sheikh.

Lanka
than in Kerala, xdd Mr.
angara.

Panisul
I

He bad been on the run for
55 days.

A




‘Canal Man’ plcks up his shovel again to help farmers

Amit Bhelari
GAYA

Laungi Bhuiya, 71, also
known as the ‘Canal Man’,
is single-handedly digging
a second canal of 5 km so
that rainwater cascading
down the Bangetha hills in
Bihar, can be diverted to
the fields for the farming.

Mr. Bhuiya, who lives in
Kothilwa village, 80 km
away from the Gaya district
headquarters, began the
process three years ago,
having carved out 3.5 km
so far.

He hopes to complete
another 1.5 km in the next
year-and-a-half, using
nothing more than an axe
and spade. The canal is 5
feet wide and 3 feet deep.

The first canal he con-
structed was finished in
October 2020, and took
him 30 years to cut
through 3 km of stone. “It
helped the villagers of only
three villages. However,
this one will provide water

Laungl Bhuiya says the canals that he digs will not only aid
irrigation but also offer fishing opportunities. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

to another five. About
10,000 to 12,000 people
will benefit from it,” Mr.
Bhuiya said.

Impressed by his work,
Anand Mahindra, Chair-
person of the Mahindra
Group, had gifted him a
tractor after he had com-
pleted the first canal. This

is now Mr. Bhuiya’s only
source of income.

Daily routine

Every morning, Mr. Bhui-
ya, who owns less than half
an acre of land, rises, and
leaving his mud-and-straw
home, walks about 2 km to
his work spot. “Farmers

Laungi Bhuiya of
Kothilwa spent 30
years cutting through
3 km of stone to
finish his first canal
in October 2020

are not able to utilise rain-
water adequately because
there is no proper channel
for it,” he said.

He understands the lo-
cal rainfall and irrigation
patterns, as three of his
four sons, ranging in ages
from 25 to 40, are farmers.
A fourth works as a helper
in a sweet shop in Chennai.

“The second canal will
not only help in providing
water for irrigation, but al-
so give people the oppor-
tunity to fish. I have creat-
ed four small ponds as
well, through its course,”
Mr. Bhuiya said. The pre-
vious canal took rainwater
to an existing village pond,
from where people use wa-
ter for irrigation.

Farmers in this area
mostly grew maize and
gram, but once water be-
came available, they began

to grow wheat and rice too,
resulting in a higher
income.

Rinku Kumar, a primary
school teacher in Kothilwa
village, praised Mr. Bhui-
ya’s work and said: “The
youth of the village was mi-
grating to other places in
search of jobs. Laungi
Bhuiya, who used to go to
the forest daily to graze
goats, thought about the
future of the village.”

Another villager, Kesari-
ya Devi, said the water cri-
sis will end once the se-
cond canal is operational.
“Earlier water in the area
was available at a depth of
100 feet; now, we hit water
at 20 feet,” she said, indi-
cating that the groundwa-
ter levels have risen.

“Hardly anyone could
afford a borewell here, but
now many people have
them, since the depth they

have to bore to is less than
before.”

Initial scepticism

When Mr. Bhuiya began to
carve out the first canal,
villagers called him Pagla
Bhuiya (Mad Bhuiya). His
wife Ram Rati Devi threw
him out of the house brief-
ly. His second son Brahm-
deo said family members
would earlier hide his axe
and spade, so he could not
work. But Mr. Bhuiya de-
vised a way of hiding his
own tools near the canal,
returning home
empty-handed.

“However, after seeing
the impact of his work,
now all the villagers praise
him. I am proud that my
father has done something
for humanity. Though he is
ageing, he still works for
six to seven hours a day,”
said Mr. Brahmdeo.

Mr. Bhuiya’s only wish
now is to get an earth-mov-
ing machine to quicken the
pace of his work.
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Krystyna Pyszkova of Czech

Republic becomes Miss World

Czech Republic’s Krystyna Pyszkova on Saturday
won the coveted Miss World 2024 title at a grand
event in Mumbai. Lebanon Yasmina Zaytoun was
named the first runner-up. Reigning Miss World
Karolina Bielawska from Poland crowned Ms.
Pyszkova successor at the star-studded finale
here. India, which hosted the event after 28
years, was represented by 22-year-old Sini Shetty,
who could not make it to the top four of the
contest. India has won the title six times — Reita
Faria (1966), Aishwarya Rai Bachchan (1994),
Diana Hayden (1997), Yukta Mookhey (1999),
Priyanka Chopra Jonas (2000), and Manushi
Chillar (2017). e
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Hungarny's right-wing nationalist Prime Minister Viktor Orban lent his
support to his long-time ally Donald Trume's bid to return to White

House after meeting the

US. President in Florida late on

Friday. Orban has said only the return of Repubfcan candidat:

Trums to the White House could

bring peace in Ukraine. REUTERS.

ANKARA
Turkive o

>nly talks to Hamas

leaders and back them: Erdc

REUTERS

[
Tuskish President Recep Recep Tayyip Erdogan said on Saturday
Ankara “firmiy backs" Palestinian militant group Hamas “No one

<an make us qualify

Hamas a3 > terrorst organsation.” he sad in 3
speech in istanbul “Turkiye i a country

that speaks openly with

tamas leaders and firmly backs them.” he added. Asp

AsiIf Al Zardari becomes
Pakistamn’s 14th President

The PPP leader secured 225 votes from the newly ancinted electoral college: he becomes the only

civilian leader of the country to win a second term: he

ISLAMABAD/LAHORE
sif Ali Zardari was
A overwhelmingly
elected as the lath
akistan

only civilian President of
the coup-prone country
for a second tme.

ing alliance of the PPP and  Mew inni
the Pakistan  Muslim h ASH AR Zardari in tslamabad on Saturdey. A
League-Nawaz (PML-N).

His reval, Khan'
Khan Achakzal, is the head  Insaf (PTD party and
of his Pashtoonkhwa Milli  backed by the Sunni Itte-
Awami Party (PKMAP)_ He d Coundil ¢10).

as fielded by jailed form-
er Prime AMinister Imran

Zardari is expected
o e e s s sunday.

dztan Prime Mirester Shehbaz Shar

s husband of slain PM Benazir Bhutto

slectoral college of the

ected members of

Israel strikes landmark
residential tower in Rafah

CAIRO/RAFAH

1srael s ome of the lar-
gest residential towers in
Rafah n the southern Gaza
Strip on March 9, residents

the rour provincial Assem-
blies.

up
on the last area of the en-

haunted by his shady past
due to his alleged involve-
ment in cases of m
ruption during the two
terms of his wife as Prime

L left, meees

which formed the | clave it has not yet invaded

electoral college. and where over a million

A are
politician, Mr. Zardari &s | Sheltering.

of slain Pakis- e 12-floor 1o-

tan Prime Minister Benazir | cated some SOOm from the

border with Egypt, was

Zardari has been ged in the strike. Do-

zens of £ s w -

Mr. Zardari. 68. re- ed in many cases of cor-

ceived 255 votes while his  ruption, but he was neith-

geponent got 119 votes in  er convicted mor last his
he Natlonal Assembly and  tra k smile, and.

the Senate he was cleared in

new Pre mately.
et e Ao Ty Ihe . aleatia

said
gave them a 30-
warning to flee the build-
fng at night-
Rafah-based official
wn_h the Fatah party said
he feared that hitting the

Debris is zeen around 3 damaged Al Masry

Tower after lsraeli air strikes in Rafah on Saturday. GETTY

Rafah tower was a sij T
an imminent Israeli
invaston.

Nearly 31,000 dead
Five months into Israel's

Three Palestinian chil-
f dehydration

Red Cross
chief decries
Tlack of
humanity”

Agence France Presse
GENE

The war in Gaza has “rup-
tured any sense of a shared
humanity.” the head of the
International Committee

canght up in their conflict

She sasd that getting a
steady. substantial fdow of
in-

ns on a cease-
fire and the release of 134

ey i Stall: ahidad af
the

20 the hesteged Palestinian
territory — where the UN
SO of the

rink

of famine — was ~only part

“Preserving civilian life
and health is the rule. not
the exception.” she said.

Four police officers
among six dead in
Nigerian attack

are
Tacas

Armed men of be- = ERCRLEE 825
longing to a separasist

group killed six persons, cthnic

on a roa

nd two e
illed In the crossire, he
added.

The amackers were stll
on the run.
They are n sllemed: ot
members the Ind
People  of  Blafra
GPOB) movement, which
advocates a separate State

gents in the northeast.

£ demonstratar ngms > spray on fire during clashes with police officers during = protest to mark International Women's Day in Mexico Gy,
- People

on Fricay the world

& International Women's Day Friday with protests and

cetebrations. A

Presence of NATO
troops in Ukraine
is not unthinkable’

Associated Press
WARSAW

Poland's Foreign Minister
TO

2Sth anniversary of Po-

ebate
Ukraine as Russia
gained some

Radek SSuworsii

ern  woops in Lkra.lne
o mos B salked o
Tusk's remark

Poland's Prime Minister

on the battdefield and Kyiv
is running low on ammamni-
tion.
Last month French Pre-
sident Emmanuel Macron
the

Donald Tusk was among
those Europe: leaders
who initially led out
sending troops to Ukraine
after s ks,
saying: - nd d not

v Of West-

Residents seek shelter as gunfire and gang violence bring Haitd to ‘standstill’

ce France Presse
FPORT-AU-PRINCE

Sporadic gunfire rang ous
o Boxe e Prlnics cas Brichay
night, de: -

ern of
Pacot. Lalue and Canape-

Fearful residents scram-
bled to take shelter, with

ately sought shelter amid

the recent explosion of
gang violence in the Hai-
tian capital.

sources and food supplies
after armed grou un-
leashed widespread chaos
gn the long troubled Carib-
bean nation last we:
pi ot aatete
throughout the capital late
on Friday. especially con-
inthe

saying they had
seen clashes ~between pol-
ice officers and bandits” as

inal groups,

already control much

Port-au-Prince as well as

roads leading <o the rest of
he countr:

3. have artacked
key “infrastructure in re-
cent days. This also n-

of their 3,800 inmates to

of Prime Muuster Ariel

Impending death: A man tra
in Port-au-Prince in Haiti on

cludes the capital. and de-

creed a nighttime curfew

until Monday.
Port-au-Prince resident

him to school. she said.
“james has never been

orts 3 coffn using = wheelba:
Sy 2

a key source
for foad | imports — cited in-
ooting

pe.
The gangs. along with
Fad

some

32yearold husband James  in conflict with anyome~  stances since it
was killed in the unress. He  Ms. Sanon “Hes a  suspended services omn

ed to wake up early to  simple kY despite efforts to
earn money for their son's Haiti's airport o set  up a securmy
b fore taking closed on Friday, \nhll.e !_he perimeter.

“If we cannot access
those containers (full or
food). sairi will
The NGO  Mercy
(_orps warned in a state-
ment.

An alliance of Carfbbean
nations, CARICOM, on Fri-
day

uss the outbreak of
violence.
suyanas President ir-
faan Al said the meeting
will take up “critcal issues
for the stabilisation of se-
and the provision of
urgent humanitanian
assistance
The crisis has drawn
concern from the United

States. which has told the
absent Henry to enact “ur-

able to return to Hairl. He is
reportedly stranded in
Puerto Rico.

Pregnant women at risk
The UN warned on Friday
ousands of people,

pregnant _wo-
in danger of los-
ing vital heakth care as the
crisis drags on_

“If greater Port-au-
Prince remains at a stand-
still in the coming weeks,

almost 3.000 pregnant wo-
men could be densed ac-
cess to health

care, and almost 450 could
face life-threatening obste-

that

violence survivors could be
without medical care by
the end of March if condi-

itarian Coordinator Ulrika




Asif Ali Zardari becomes
Pakistan’s 14th President

The PPP leader secured 225 votes from the newly anointed electoral college; he becomes the only

civilian leader of the country to win a second term; he is husband of slain PM Benazir Bhutto

Press Trust of India
ISLAMABAD/LAHORE

sif Ali Zardari was
A overwhelmingly
elected as the 14th

President of Pakistan on
Saturday, becoming the
only civilian President of
the coup-prone country
for a second time.

Mr. Zardari, the co-
chairperson of the Pakis-
tan Peoples Party, was the
joint candidate of the rul-
ing alliance of the PPP and
the Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N).

His rival, Mahmood
Khan Achakzai, is the head
of his Pashtoonkhwa Milli
Awami Party (PKMAP). He
was fielded by jailed form-
er Prime Minister Imran

New innings: Pakistan Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif, left, meets
with Asif Ali Zardari in Islamabad on Saturday. Ap

Khan’s Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) party and
backed by the Sunni Itte-
had Council (SIC).

Mr. Zardari is expected
to be sworn in on Sunday.

Mr. Zardari, 68, re-
ceived 255 votes while his
opponent got 119 votes in
the National Assembly and
the Senate. The new Presi-
dent was elected by the

electoral college of the
newly elected members of
the National Assembly and
the four provincial Assem-
blies, which formed the
electoral college.

A businessman-turned-
politician, Mr. Zardari is
the husband of slain Pakis-
tan Prime Minister Benazir
Bhutto.

Mr. Zardari has been
haunted by his shady past
due to his alleged involve-
ment in cases of mega cor-
ruption during the two
terms of his wife as Prime
Minister. He was implicat-
ed in many cases of cor-
ruption, but he was neith-
er convicted nor lost his
trademark smile, and, ulti-
mately, he was cleared in
all cases.
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‘India added 3.2 GW of open
access solar capacity in 2023

india added a record 3.2 gigawart of open access

solar cap:
su

3 6.66% rise

during 2023, posting
by factors, mcluding reduced module
B

producer establishes a solar power plant to
Supply green energy to consumers.

‘Office space demand likelv at
50-55 mn sq. ft. across 6 cities’

Office space demand in India’s six major cities
year as domes

remain healthy this
foreign firms are expect
are feet to

ic and

24 %0 lease 50.55 million
s nd businesses, according to a
FIOCI-Colliers report. Gross le: of of

stood at

-2 million sq_ ft. across six major

report ‘India Office= Repurposed to scale-up’.

Triumph Offshore spat: NCLT

denies interim relief to IFFCO

The Natsonal Company uw-rnbuna] (NCLT) has
onelC o

Offshore to halda board meedng before April 4
issues r.

o discuss minori

ty shareholder

IPFOO on the feasibility and viability of offering
services to operate vessels. Earlier this month,
IFPCO moved the NCLT, se-ehng to restrain

“Triumph Of
thous ruvzl and Assumg
T the lenders for paylng loans

any resolusson
ity

India to gain higher
investments from
FTA pact with EFTA

'he free rade

erment will showcase India®

ommitment to trade

liberalisation. when the world is turning protectionist. savs GTRI

Amiti Sen
NEW DELHI

ndia’s gains from the
proposed fre.

jobs promised by the bloc
owver 1S years, as goods ex-
ports may gain minimal
due to ins icant exist-
ing tariffs, research
Global Trade Research In-
stiative (GTRI) indicated in
a

Delhi

Power of four

India‘’s gains from the

ports mmy e
digemcant

aleady 2ero ar wory low

oect £TA wath the +-ation EFTA will
oSty Fow from the $100-ba investment peomised by

o
$38.56 be in CVad

tava, co-founder, GTRI
“India's agricultural ex-
ports are minimal and un-
likely to increase stgnifi-
cantly due to strict quality

New
the EFTA countries, which
include Switzerland, lce-

. Norway and Liech-
tenstein, to weave in com-
mitments on minimum
investment flow and job
creation keeping in mind
that the existing

ol ”

Trade with Swiss
This is espectally true for
Switzerland.  which
counted for $1.38 billion of
the total $1.87 billion
dian exports to the EFTA in
cy2023.

“Slru:e 98% of India’s ex-

ts to Switzerland are in-

Sustrial goods already en-
tering at zero tariffs. they
won't benefit from the
FTA.” observed Ajay Srivas-

barriers” Mr. Srivastava
pointed out in the report.
The s

stones and coins, all im-
ported from Switzerland,
accounted for $16.7 billion.
Gold, up 50% of In-
dia’s imports from Switzer-
land, is a critical factor,
GTRI said.

dgning
of the proposed pace i
jew Delhi on March 10, of-
Acially called the India.E
TA Trm:le and Economic

The JV areas that the coun-
tries shore-listed,
where investments are to
be made,
have rom In-

Pa;
CTEPAY, 15 Tikely to tnchide
trade ministers of some EF-
TA countries as well, such
as

dia, the officlal sald ; speak-
ng on the condition of

anonym
“EFTA has agmed to the

orway, apart from
-

c &
nister Piyush Goyal.

scope for access
‘l"he low scope for Increas-
market access for
gooas in E¥TA could be of
had a

e dencit of S15.58 bil-
tion with the bloc in CY23,
with Ies impores ar $20.45
billion_ Of this. gold and
other metals,

being ade in tndia be
cause they are getting mar-
ket access.” the official not-
ed.

compe:

diversification of imports,
which s absolutely neces-
sary” ded.

China says overall pressure on
employment yet to ease

try forecast.
At the start of the ses-
sion this week. the govern-

es
issues and

said on Samrday, as the

slowing economy braces
for another record m

of college graduates in
2024.

The job market has seen
a good start, particularly in
artificial intelligence and

man es Minister
ng, adding
that 32,000 job fairs have

been held so far in 2024.

sull, authorittes  will
strengthen policy suppore

its 2024 tar-

o imj e youth employ-  have tended t
ment and step up support tensions in China's vast
for small private firms, Ms.  job ket,
Wwang told a news confe- among young job seekers
rence on the of the “milli of
annual parliament meeting lege graduates looking
in Beljing. for work ea ar.
Chibria - conillisatie <1170 More than one in four of
ollege graduates T 00 million

million
this year. “ehe added, reiter.

ating a minis-

New MF distributor
portability norms to
trigger competition

MUMBAL

The new maustual fund (MF)

distributor portability

rms may 1 distribu-
tors with no commission
during atory

f inves-
multiple

A spin-off effect_of the
pew norms is they Will help
large distributors poach

busines: om  smaller
players by Sering hetter
services and ease of invest-
ment. INVestors can now
switch between distribu-
tors for the same fund if

Johri resigns
from ZEEL

NEW DELHI

Zee Entertainment Enter-
prise Ltd. on Saturday an-
£

they have about
the current distributor or
services.

Previously. the new dis-
tributor didn't receive trail

of
Rahul Johri, who was Presi-
dent-Business, and chang-
es in the revenue vertical
of the broadcast business
by its MD &

AMFI now permits AMCS
o pay trail commission to
new ibutors when in-
vestors switch.

may consider
il

abase.
(The writer is with The
Hindu businessiine)

CEO Punit Goenka.

Correction

The report “India four-na-
tion EFTA bloc likely to ink
FTA on March 10" pu-
blished in the March 9 edi-

EFTA. It
have read as lceland. The
error is regretted.

Kratos Studios
eyes fivefold
growth

in gamers

PUMBAT

Kratos Studios, a platform
for online games and gam-
- i= eyelng -
Serold. 1 growsh ‘in the num-
ber

Godrej Tyson Foods eyes

double-digit growth:

neUMBAL

Godrej Tyson Foods Lid.
the farm-to-fork

double- srowth in
FY24 while it a
16%

Abhay Parmerkar

nesses, including Godrej
miez and Real Good
Chicken.

former CEO of Nazara | turnowver of 21,000 crore
Technologies. with a 25% growth in reve-
The fi nue the
about 73 in Indsa. Bra- | previous year GTFL sald in
zil, UK. and West Asia an the third quarter of F¥24 it
plans are afoot to e y-o-y volume
the geographical reach. growth for branded busi-

Better

The firm said it had been

scaling back on poultry
ading and fe

on
for

CEO

at 2454 crore with a growth

¥¥24. the overall branded cook and _value-added

revenue chicken are driv-
ing of Godrej Yummiezand  ing up chicken consump-
Real Good Chicken stood  tion,” he added.

CBIC moots
steps to

global trade

The Central Board of indi-
& Customs
(CBIC) has prescribed mea:
sures to empower women
w© ingfully
to the global economy.
These include greater
representation for women
in trade bodies. besides
providing gender-specific
infrastructure at Customs

The Board came out
with on the

Vaishnaw unveils Vande
Bharat's carbody structure
in sleeper tech boost

ALURS

Union Railway Minister
atshna:

Vande Bharat
sleeper will be unveiled in
months.

the next five to
1t will come equipped with
advanced features such as
special roofing, enhanced
airconditioning, vine con-

two
occasion of International
‘Women's states
that inland container de-
pots  (ICDs). container
frefehz sations (CFSe) anid

ir freight stations (AFSs)
wm ensure “development

;erks noise and vibrations.
BEML operates under
the Ainistry of Defence
and spedzmes in_manu-
for a di-

Feather in the cap: Mr. Vazhnaw Elpacting drion imda

Bharat's sleeper versicn at BEML in

end design, characterisa-
tion and_gqualification of

verse range of sectors,
<uding defence,

Sterling Tool's E-Mobility arm to expand
capacity, produce multiple EV parts: MD

Sterling obility,
leml.c vehicle (EV)

Grake E-D

t manufacturing
Subeidiary of Sterling Took
Lid_, is expanding capacity
to manufacture six lakh EV
components ar by
March compared with 4.5
lakh now, MD Jaideep

Wadhwa said.
“We produce over 1500

Switching on: The firm is now looking at 3 power electronics
going into 3n electric vehicle. COMPANY WEBSITE

onomou:
mecr.nc and Shared.

Stating there were very  enter into thase segme: So. we stared recos
few components in an EV, r intention IS toben  nising the ustry

he said the hav- ceric po- Trom the 1GE and
ing established the infras-  wertrain component sup-  a largely mechanical archi-
tructure ecosystem for  plier.” he added. tecture to an electrical and
power electronics, _was e parent

now looking at all of the  Sterling Tools Lid_isoneof The connected, electric,
power electronics going in-  the 1 shared, type

of of envi:

to an EV as also how it can

ronment.”

of
ﬁmmne =t the logistics

mining,
struction, rall, and metro

wor
Dlace eMclency of the -
men

it has secured

ing. panic burtons,
Besides, there will be pro-
vision for care infrastruc-

rvices, ial-

ture and se espect
ly creches, according
the rules laid out in the Ma-

orders to produce 10 train-
sets comprising 160 coach-
es each for the Vande Bha-

cx
ister also com-
tion Centre (IVC) at Ap-
plied Materials India. The
Centre marks the next step
in the company-s journey

THE Hr

achievement for our coun-
raishnaw, who

oyt Mr v oW,
holds the Electronics,
<o cation. Informa-

ways portfolios, said at the

unveiling here.

“This is indeed a very
that we have

seml
ductor dream,” the Minis-
ter sasd.

“We believe this is In-

e ecasys(eln in India.

New capabilities

Built with the highest safe-
ty standards, the IVC ena-
bles early pilots, talent and
for

In the second -
sued, the Board said
make the

the upcoming India Collab-

Pro-

duces Group at Applied

Materials.

Union Minister Ashwini
on also

He wished of

se products are in-

stalled  in  the coming
a

Terabytes per second
CTBps) is data transmission
rate equivalent to 1.000 gi-
akh crore

ond_
According to Mr. Vaish-
a router is a kind of
Aevice which gets lots of -
and data from

hailed Niveti Systems for

catalyst for “wo-

men must
at all levels ™

(The writer is with The
Hindu businessiine)

The IVC adds new capa-
bilities o enable end-to-

gircular s~ | orarive tous for the
Centre, including valida-

e mast nl‘tradeasa tion, process engineering, “x to Bengaluru

lab and col-  for a very special purpose.

with First _indigenously-deve-

and suppliers. loped 2.4 tbps router. It's

not a very small thing. It's

various sources and it pro-

Atinister

(The writer is with The
Hindu

really a
>

Amx




Correction

The report ‘India four-na-
tion EFTA bloc likely to ink
FTA on March 10’ pu-
blished in the March 9 edi-
tion erroneously referred
to Finland as a member of
EFTA. It should instead
have read as Iceland. The
error is regretted.




EFTA to invest $100 bn in 15 yrs

India inks trade pact
with four-nation bloc

MUKESH JAGOTA
New Delhi, March 10
INDIA ON SUNDAY signed a trade and
economic partnership agreement (TEPA)
with the European Free Trade Association
(EFTA), with includes a first-of-its-kind
binding investment commitment of
$100 billion from the four-nation bloc
over 15 years.

No major tariff reduction for goods by
the European side are built into the pact,
asthese countries — Switzerland, Norway,
Iceland and Liechtenstein — already
maintain very low tariffs.

However, the agreement, according
to a senior official, has a provision for

INDIA'S TRADE WITH EFTA
Switzerland I

Norwayll 27> 2023-24

(Apr-Dec,
$ mn)

| 9.12
L.8L4

Liechtenstein| 0.19
7.4

Iceland
= Export
Import

Switzerland 9,946
Norway 721
Lichenstein  105.2
Iceland 29.26

suspension of tariff concessions by
India if the promised investments do
not materialise.

Most of the tariff lines from both sides

FDI from EFTA

countries in
($ mn, since Apr 2000)

are included in the pact,while a few “sen-
sitive” items like dairy, soya, coal and cer-
tain agricultural products are excluded.

The tariff reductions would be carried
out in phases over manyyears. It will thus
take anywhere between
seven and 10 years for NSTDE
Swiss watches and
chocolatestobe cheaper
in India. For wines,
the concessions are sim-
ilar to those given to
Australia.

Among the four EFTA
members, Switzerland is
India’s largest trading partner, and India
runs a large trade deficit with it. The
investment form the four rich European
countries is seen as a precursor to a much
larger deal with the European Union.

Services
trade,
migration
to ease
PAGE 2

Continued on Page 12
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INDIA'S TRADE WITH EFTA |

Export ($ mn) g 2020-21 g 2021-22

Switzerland

Norwa
y 379
Iceland 10.9 India's main imports from
11.77 Switzerland ($ mn)
Liechtenstein | 37 (cea )
Gold 12,600
Machinery 409
Import ($ mn) gy 2020-21 gy 2021-22 Pharmaceuticals 309
. ; 0 Coking & steam coal 380
Switzerland il
o Optical instruments
A and orthopaedic 206
Norway 673 appliances
2,092 Watches 211.4
iceland | ©-2 India's key exports to
Dl Switzerland
10.3 Organic chemicals 536

Hisahtonstol Gems and jewellery 376

*Switzerland is the biggest trading partner of India in EFTA
* India runs a large trade deficit with Switzerland
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ONE MORE TO THE KITTY
Ashwin overtakes Kumbles

tally of five-fors

[ o

£

v MODRTIY

-~
Ace india off-spinner 8. Ashwin, who took five for 77 and finished
with match-figures of rine for 128 in his 100th Test, aio completed

s 36h frve-micket haul in the fi

England on Saturday. In the process, Astrain surpassed
20d tegendary leg-spinner Anil Kumble's tally of 35 five-

FIRST IMPRESSION
Anderson’s control over the ball
looked special: Tendulkar

" moCATHY

-~
Indian batting legend Tenduliar wrote on his official X’ handle,
TS e i ¥ i A e ) s o A aEcalla B 200, aiiet b

compatrict
fors.

the ball looked special. Nasser Hussan spoke v
Highly of him back then and today, | 3m sure. he would xy. “Maine
Bola tha™ — that he had called # 5o

TIGHTENING THE GRIP

India consolidates the top spot

~
The Rohit

Incian team

its top.

the World Test Championship rankings after 3 4-1 series win aver
Saturd.

England in

from 6a.58ta

2y India

€8.519% points after nine matches in the current WTC cycle [waon six,
w o). New

Lost twe and drew

Zestand, with 60% points, is second.

BRILLIANT SPELL
Thushara’s hat-trick hands Lanka
series win over Bangladesh

~
Nraan Thushars's maiden over hat-trick (five for 20) and Kusal
Mendis” 86 heiped Sri Lanka pumemel Bangladesh in Saturday’s

Twenty20 in

scores: Sri Lanka 174/7 in 20 overs (%

het The
Mendis 86 bt Bangladesh 146 in 19.4 overs (R Hossaen 53, N

Thushara 5/20]. Sri Lanka wi

= series 21

India signs off series with innings win for a 4-1 rout

ENGLAND IN INDIA

Bakesh Bao
DHARAMSHALA

he predictable hap-
ened swiftly. Un-
Ser two sessions on
the third day of the
Test here, India completed
the demolition job of the

surprisingly-willing  En-
glishmen for a 4-1 series
criumph.

After an eml a
lossin Test, despite
taking a 190-run lead.
turned the scripe ar o
win tl next four. But none

of India’s triumphs was as
Closnliaring Ae e ot oo
Saturday, the margin being
an innings and 64 runs.

For the record. India res-
umed its first innings and

additional of four runs.

700 and Ashwin's five-for hi;

Grand show: The Indians are 2 happy bunch after

to save an innings loss. It
five wickets before
Iunch and the rest in the se-
cond session to be cleaned
up for just 195.
On a day when 4l-year-

R ashwin ploked

t the dayv: England's self-destructive methods make it

their ¥ aver the n

that it had not learnt any
lesson. The false bravade

up five wickers to tally nine
for 128 in his 100th Te

mexplicable  was  En- hastened the end and
gland's rush to defeat. Be- England in very poor
 iine o mocoatl Mivne A T he aiaiesss of Dk

in the seventh session of a  five Tests.
Test. the haste of the visit- When England batted
ing batters o play the big  again, Aslwin started from
was bafiling. Hit frm-  where he left off after tak-
I'y Detween the cars by the Ing the last four fstin-
indian spinners in the first  nings wickets. He sent back
innings, England showed the top three batters before

lunch as snghnd reeled at
103 for five.

Ashwin  bowled Ben
Duckert, Ben Stokes and
Ben Foakes by foxing each
one differently. Duckett
stepped out, got himself

sysekedt” axthie hall titenedt
just enough to beat
heawe .nd S acived it the

Following a change of

ends, win dismisses
Stokes. Guilty of pla)'lng
from the crease,
Bumrah and tl mn-ung
ball in the series,

but
ed. Af-
ter lunch. Foakes paid the
price for his attempted
slog-sweep and gave the

off-spinner a 36th five-wick-
et haul

Joe Root stood amid the

ch-wicket with
Shoaib - He dis-
played the a En-

needed to stay alive
to fight r day. He

was last out for 84, holing
oat to Burnrah off Kuldeep,
the man who started the
procession land's

of
wickets in the first innings.

easier for the home team: Root plays a lone hand with a polished 84

Bashic 20 (54D, 2|

Bashic 46.1-5-173-5, Stokes

$137-1,Root 3080,
ENGLAND — ZND INNINGS.

Bumesn 16-2-36-2. Astrwin
MOTES, Sadeed LIS 1.

Our
experience in
bowling was
critical: Dravid

Rakesh Bao
DHARAMSHALA

With the series done and
ast

Wicket No. 700.

and

Anderson is not done yet

Rakesh Rao
DHARAMSHALA

With the snow-capped
Dhauladhar mountain
ranges providing a stun-
ning ackdrop  here,
James Anderson, 4l
cal s

greats of the

Precisely 15 minutes in-
£ the third days play on

this

par-
ticularly the third day in
both Rajkot and in Ranchi,
when England had the as-

th,
Thac was a critical part of
the series~

On his part, Stokes said,

ed off very well
s obnously losing the se-
ries 4-1, not just myself but
the :e.m is blg mugn o
say we’ n comple
oulpIA)ed In the Last four
. Whenever we man-
zgm to wreatle back any
:ype of momentum with
the ball or bat, India were
always able to then pur ic

of
Kuldeep vadav signalled

the end of Anderson's
wait. The ball

Foakes completed the e

This was the mo-
Iment of the day for Ander-
England and their

ettally by
Vermeulen at Lord's and
gradually became the

most  rel new-ball
weapon in the English
armoury.

Third to reach the mark

st surpassing Aus-
tralian Glenn McGrath's

Anderson’s path
to Mount 700

sames Anderzon became the

milostones along the way
Starting from his firss wicket

et Lex Tesx, Mack Varmeulan
1Zim], Lord's, May 2003

Mooney and Hemalatha’s efforts in vain
as Harmanpreet’s blitzkrieg takes MI home

WL SEASON 2

Lavanya I,
NEW DELHI

Picture are chas-
ing 191 to win. Two of your
marg players have
brought the down
from 70 runs needed off
26 balls to 23 needed off
the last I2_ Just as the ner-
vous energy peaks in the
the sys-

200t: 2015, acaes Kallis (SAL,
The Oval, Aug, 2008

200th: 55th. Peter Siddie (A=),
Pert Zoz0

1_Peter Fulton (NZ),
13

i 5151
Lord's, May 20

in what turned ous to be a

200w 1ok, Martin Cuptal NZI.
seeadingiey. May 20:

Brsthwaite
cor. 3017

: 156h. Azhac Al (mak),
2020

Py i For 22 y

el peTFornins sc

consistently to be
FO0

Nt see him stoppin | have
) avikis Txsasy S = Mecer
time and Fve never seen him
as physically fit as he docs

risdu now. Beeings 41 showing
hasnger and desine o

y single day Is

wickets would ha\c
sounded like
undil Anderson
actually miadke i
happen. Simply

TENDULKAR

Mumbai Indians and Guja-
rat Giants.

Kaur (35 n.o, 48b, 104,
5x6) was po:
osed a5 she carried MI 1
amemorable seven-wicket
win.

Positive start

Yastika Bhatia (49, 36b,
8x4, 1x6) and Hayley Mat
thews

I KUMAR PUSHOARAR

from the 18th over.
As the match reached

hions came on.
Moonev refused to play on

thinkable with a ball to
spare.

Power-hitting: Harmanpreet's scintifiating knock of 85 included 10 fours and five maximums.

‘l'hepalxstlchedalzxv
rims stand fo fuss 62 balls,

H. =3 -
censed  avatar _ which
helped her side pull off the
highest chase in WPL his-

began
but the Giants made early
inroads. Shabnam Shakil
Nat Sclver-

careersally of S63
when

At Sl ot
Gval I’ Sepuessber 2018,
ins  the

highest Test wicket-taker
a fast

n
decision e

focused on red-ball crick-
ec.

He played the last of his
194 ODIs
tan in March 2015 and fin-
ished with 269 wickets.

In fact, his T20 career
lasted just 19 matches for

18 wickets and ended in
2009. In Test cricket, An
derson has three 10- urlck—

et macch-hauls and 32 five-
it pers

These numbers could
change since Anderson is
not done yet.

eq down to 65 from
24, Harmanpreet m.
mised a Shal over to

e@emmme delay in
the proceedings.

However, Harmanpreet
and Kerr managed the un-

scomesoARD
~

GUIARAT GIANTS

@S, 1e4). Srebs Rana ¢ Amanjot
Saika 1 (2b). Tanuja Kamwar [not
cut] © (15); Extras (b3, w-1): &;
For senven wits. in 20

190

FALL OF WICKETS.
2-18 (Wolvaarcs, 2.5 owers), 2-235

tory. a
lar parmnership between
Mooney (66, 35b. Sx4.
3x6) and D. Hemalatha
(74, 40D, 9x4, 2x6).

conery, 13 1], 3-152 [Litchfield,

435795 (Gadner, 15 5 pes
« Iatha, 16.4), 6-173 {Bryce,
18.6), 7-181 (Sneh, 19.3)

" LNG

15150 Sqene 10181
INDIANS.

Vasiticn et s & b Cotdnar 45

35, 83, 1x6), Hayley Matthews

Schver-Brunt c Snen i
(4b). Harmanpreet Kaur {not out}
95 (48, 1004, S, in

inot outt 12 {10b, 1xs]; Extras

a 200-plus score.

However, a choke
the middle and lower-or-
der saw G Ian!s finish with
190, a score that would ul
Gmately melt before the
wrath of the Indian cap-
tain.

114, 1b—4, w75 15; Toesd lfor

theee wits. in 19.5 overst: 191
FALL OF WICKETS

1.50 (Matthews, 53], 257

[Sciver-Brune, 735, 25 (rastika,

13.3)

Tozs: Gujarat Gants.
e wan by zeven
mickets wath ane ball to spove.
Sumday’s match: Dews Capnats
ws. Royal Challengers, 7.30 p.m

=4 Amx




Wicket No. 700... and
Anderson is not done yet

Rakesh Rao
DHARAMSHALA

With the snow-capped
Dhauladhar  mountain
ranges providing a stun-
ning backdrop here,
James Anderson, 41,
scaled ‘Mount 700’ to per-
manently etch his name
among the greats of the
game.

Precisely 15 minutes in-
to the third day’s play on
Saturday, the dismissal of
Kuldeep Yadav signalled
the end of Anderson’s
wait. The ball kissed the
outside edge of Kuldeep’s
bat and wicketkeeper Ben
Foakes completed the dis-
missal. This was the mo-
ment of the day for Ander-
son, England and their
supporters.

On his debut against
Zimbabwe in May 2003,
Anderson began his wick-
et-tallv bv bowling Mark

Anderson's path
+« to Mount 700

;“ James Anderson became the

g\

first fast bowler in the history
of Test cricket to reach 700
wickets. Here is the list of his
milestones along the way
starting from his first wicket

1st wkt.: 1st Test, Mark Vermeulen
(Zim), Lord's, May 2003

100th: 29th, Jacques Kallis (SA),
The Oval, Aug. 2008

200th: 55th, Peter Siddle (Aus),
Perth, Dec. 2010

300th: 81st, Peter Fulton (NZ),
Lord's, May 2013

400th: 104th, Martin Guptill (NZ),
Headingley, May 2015

500th: 129th, Kraigg Brathwaite
(WI), Lord's, Sept. 2017

600th: 156th, Azhar Ali (Pak),
Southampton, Aug. 2020.

700th: 187th, Kuldeep Yadav
(Ind), Dharamshala, March 2024

On his debut against
Zimbabwe in May 2003,
Anderson began his wick-
et-tally by bowling Mark
Vermeulen at Lord’s and
gradually became the
most reliable new-ball
weapon in the English
armoury.

Third to reach the mark
Playing his 187th Test, An-
derson became only the
third bowler — following
spinners Muttiah Mura-
litharan (800) and Shane
Warne (708) — to take 700
Test wickets.

Since surpassing Aus-
tralian Glenn McGrath’s
career-tally of 563 wickets
when he dismissed Mo-
hammad Shami at The
Oval in September 2018,
Anderson remains the
highest Test wicket-taker
among fast bowlers.

The main reason for
Anderson’s longevity in
Tests is his decision to stay

a0

Soutnampton, AUg. ZUZU.

700th: 187th, Kuldeep Yadav
(Ind), Dharamshala, March 2024

@ 700 test Q
wicketsis a

phenomenal to think about,
especially as a seam bowler.
Amazing career to date, and |
can't see him stopping. I have
played with Jimmy for a long
time and I've never seen him
as physically fit as he does
right now. Being 41, showing
that hunger and desire to

get better every single day is
testament to his attitude and
commitment to the game
STOKES

stellar achievement.
A fast bowler
playing for 22 years
and performing so
consistently to be
able to take 700
wickets would have
sounded like fiction
until Anderson
actually made it
happen. Simply
magnificent!
TENDULKAR

Jimmy coming up
to 700 wickets, it’s

focused on red-ball crick-
et.
He played the last of his
194 ODIs against Afghanis-
tan in March 2015 and fin-
ished with 269 wickets.

In fact, his T20 career
lasted just 19 matches for

18 wickets and ended in
2009. In Test cricket, An-
derson has three 10-wick-
et match-hauls and 32 five-
wicket performances.

These numbers could
change since Anderson is
not done yet.



Most wickets

Player

M Muralidaran (ICC/SL)
SK Warne (AUS)

JM Anderson (ENG)

A Kumble (IND)

SCJ Broad (ENG)

GD McGrath (AUS)

NM Lyon (AUS)

CA Walsh (WI)

Span
1992-2010
1992-2007
2003-2024
1990-2008
2007-2023
1993-2007
2011-2024

1984-2001

Mat
133
145
187
132
167
124
129*

132

Inns
230
273
348
236
309
243
242

242

Balls
44039
40705
39877
40850
33698
29248
32761

30019

Overs
7339.5
6784.1
6646.1
6808.2
5616.2
4874.4
5460.1

5003.1

Mdns

1794

1761

1720

1576

1304

1470

1044

1144

Runs
18180
17995
18569
18355
16719
12186
16052

12688

Wkts
800
708
700

619
604
563
530

519

BBI
9/51
8/71
7/42

10/74
8715
8/24
8/50

7/37

Ave
22.72
25.41
26.52
29.65
27.68
21.64
30.28

24.44

Econ

247

2.65

2.79

2.69

2.97

2.49

2.93

2.53

SR
55.04
57.49
56.96
65.99
55.79
51.95

61.81

57.84

45
48
32
31
28
28
24

32

=)

67
37
32
35
20
29
24

22



Shateel fires Services to a
seventh Santosh Trophy title

5.

Job well done: The Services team celebrates after beatlng Goa in the final. RITU RAJ KONWAR

Amitabha Das Sharma
YUPIA (ARUNACHAL)

P.P. Shafeel scored with a
spectacular pile-driver to
help Services beat a strong
Goa by a solitary goal in the
final to lift the Santosh Tro-
phy for the seventh time in
the history of the premier
inter-state senior men’s
football competition.

The opening session at
the Golden Jubilee Stadi-
um ended goalless as the
attackers failed at both
ends. There was no dearth
of action though as both
sides adopted an open ap-
proach. They produced
some nice raids that were
either neutralised in the
box or went wide for want

r NATIONAL Foomz\u CHAMPION

of precision.

The second session
came alive with more con-
centrated efforts from Ser-
vices, which started prob-
ing the Goa box with more
purpose. Goa goalkeeper
Antonio Da Silva made a
crucial save in the 50th mi-
nute to make up for the
mistake of his defensive
colleague Deeshank Kun-
kalikar, who miscued a
clearance to let Services
right-half Subham Rana
have a crack.

Services kept pressing
for the lead and found it in
the 67th minute when mid-
fielder Rahul Ramakrish-
nan set up Saheel outside
the Goa box. The Services
right-back answered with a

CHAMPV "

powerful grounder that
went through Da Silva’s de-
fences.

Goa went in the hunt for
the equaliser and came
close to finding it on at
least three occasions. But
Services’ defence stuck to
its task and found the clea-
rances at the right mo-
ment.

The best chance came
in injury-time (90+3 mi-
nute) when Deeshank put
in a nice cross for substi-
tute Joshua D’Silva. The lat-
ter’s header beat the Ser-
vices goalkeeper Abdul
Kadir but Pradeep Kumar
cleared from the line to
save the day for Services.

The result: Services 1 (P.P.
Shafeel 67) bt Goa 0.

Santosh Trophy

\* Hero
NATIONAL

FOOTBALL CHAMPIONSHIP

Organising
body
Founded
Region
Number of
teams

Related
competitions
International
cup(s)
Current
champions

Most
successful
team(s)

Television
broadcasters

Website

AIFF
FIFA

1941; 83 years ago
India

Group stage: 36

Final round: 10+2
National Games

Asian Champion Club
Tournament (1967-70)
Services (7th title)

West Bengal (32 titles)

FIFA+

Senior NFC 2
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Portrait of
an Artist
As he tums 90, a look ac

the journey of artist and
photoge,
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Hamara Sankalp
Viksit Bharat

TDP, BJP, JSP
announce pact,
seat wrinkles
ironed out
LIZMATHEW

& SREENIVAS JANYALA
NE W DELHI. HYDERABAD.
MARCHS

AFTER MULTIPLE rounds of dis-

BjP. TOP
UsP) Senclally anncunced on

DAYS BEFORE LOK SABHA POLLS NOTIFICATION

EC quits, Commissionis down to
one; PM panel to meet next wee

No transparency... raises questions
on fairness of poll process: Opp

DAMINI NATH. MANOJCG
& RITIKA CHOPRA

Commissioner Arun Goel re-
signed Saturday leaving the
three-member Election
Commission, that already had
cancy. down 1o a single of-
ﬁce bearer,

Saturday that they will be con-  NEW DELFS MARCH S
Testing the coming Lok Sabha
and Assembly polls in Andhra  BARELY DAYS before the 2024
Pradesh togech

Ajoant to be

Election

the three parties said that the
seat-sharing formuda would be
rele. . ar two™. while
resolving to_work for the
progress of the country and

the BJP. but ca the
TINUED ON PAGE 2

2019 POLLRESULTS™

LOK SABHA

Toe suP

3¢39.6%) O (0.959%)
{ ’

25
seats

Others ¥SRCP
O(I0.44%) 22 (49%)
ASSEMBLY
Toe 2P
23(321%)  O(@©8ax)

175

seats
Others ¥sSRCP
100.6%) 1S150%)

hare in brackets

SANDEEP DWIVEDI
DHARAMSAL A MARCH S

LLMNCH o0 Day 3. the writing
2z on the wall Selll cie2 be-

nd the total that would force
India to bat again haif of
England's team was back in the

evitable. Fighting a Jost cause

with the tail-enders was
s odd hand joe oot
was when Sarfaraz

Khan: felding at short o

e

heid on March 14 or 15 — befare

the poll schedule is announced

NEW/ DELHI MARCHS

—an = e
said. has already sounded out
Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury. the
o DNTHES! ere's
fNagship free health Snavarce
scherme Ayusheman Bharat was

boutthe possible dases. Sources
sasd hary was sounded
St betore Coet 2 resignation.

A meeting of the Prime
aded

panel  to Election
Commissioners is likely to be

LAUNCHES UNNATI SCHEME WITH OUTLAY OF RS 10,037 CRORE

PM unveils projects for
N-E, says next step is
expansion of industries

RITA BARUAH
GUAWAHATI, MARCH 9

Minister Narendra Modi de-
clared that “Modi doesn’t do
Woek by Counting the nunber of
Parliament seats froem a place™
D

An all-weather
link to Tawang,
Sela Tunnel
boosts readiness
at China border
ANAYAKDUTTA
NEWDELHL MARCH S
THE SELA Tunmed, that was “ded-
scated to the nation™ by Prime

Minister Narendra Modi on
rdles indra-

Border

LAUNCHING MEGA
ment projects for various
Northeastern states during

hal Pradesh and
Assam on Saturday, Prime

A Pradest. he i urched
the central EFOVerna>ents mew

strategic Tawang
sector round-the-
movement o the Line of Actual
Control (LAC).
altitisde of arcund 13,000 feet
and a cost of Rs 825 crore. the
B 1w
connectivity (o Tawang scross
Sela Pass on the Balipara-

sor
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Team India scale new summiit, leave
England with memory of false dawn

e ——_

Structure project as
= Cuwah.\n o llu'
_E. year, thus aiding
faster military
Constructed by the
iomn (BRO) at an
construction
airmed at
~Tawang (BCT) Road.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
TRAIN HATE KILLINGS
2 more RPF cops
dismissed: ‘failed
to discharge duty’
SWEETY ADIMULAM
PALMEAL MARCH S
TORAIWAY Procection Force
(RPF)constables —
the l-"nul Mumv.»- Centeal
Superias

T Express on July 31 last

year. when  Constable
. Tesedly

Launched in September 2018.
sore than a qu he togal
money spent by the government
in treatng the has been in
five Ities — cardsology
(beart): general medicine: gen-
eral surgery: oethopaedics
(bones ) and medical and radia-
tion cncalogy (cances).

Duta analysed by The Indian
Express from the dashboard of
the National Health Authorsty.

appointment of CEC and ECs
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

GOVT & POLITICS

‘ -
c! L by
DMK CONG FINALISE  oal medicine. general sucpery.

o
DEAL FOR LOK SABHA  colozy. These five (see cfirt) i
PAGES mulatively  account  for

CONT 2

AN EXPRESS INVESTIGATION-PART 2
Under Ayushman Bharat, top
treatments: cardiology, cancer,
general surgery, orthopaedics

MONEY SPENT ON SPECIALTIES, PROCEDURES

TOP SPECIALTIES
(nTen)

389590

f»m«w'r-‘-m-uow
535%
pedo TN 365089
Modokrocky [ERTEN 261109
cton vy [ECEE 20077

vl

il Sugay

% of cot! gove expendirare
s Lo e~
(R 72,877 cx)

TOP PROCEDURES
= Armcunt spent (in Tor)

93556
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Somrce: NHA dashbosrd.
&7t data

SCHOLARSHIP,

Sunned down a sensor collexgue
and three passengers — have

PAGE
ANCHOR

ANONNADUTT
NEW DELHI MARCHS

“IMARCH 22-28 2024 With this
crypic tweet on X at 12.56 am
on Saturday. AgniKul Cosmos

The IIT-Madras incubated
Start-up is expected w launch its
3D-printed suboebital rocket.

rice.
e dismissal orders for
Constables Amay Ach. and
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

In year of Gaganyaan, also set to launch:
Indian private space research organisation
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OPPORTUNITY

<53.000 to
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As India knows that New Criminal Laws will come into
force on July 1, 2024. We believe that itis our national duty
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life time
learning at
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con 2

e s e

please mailuson ior 3@g: il.com.
SPAI:ESI’AI!I’—I.I’S'F[AISFDII‘I‘IIS'EAII Thanks! Team Ambition
m-zwm 1
m-mm ~JUDICIARY | saifam aar | 1AS LAW || CLAT/LLB.
7 Offiee) (vnn-nn, (Owline 7 Offline) (Online 7 Offline)
RS s lanlaes of 1vml:vu-u=vm - 1 Year / 2 Years / 6 Months
140 380

880066030112140 Website: @ ambitionlawinstitute.com

GTB NAGAR: 30,

G.T.B. Nagar, Near G.T.B. Metro Gate No. 2, Delhi-110009
MUKHERJEE NAGAR: B-10, 1st Floor, Mukherjee Nagar, Delhi-110009.




WORLD’S 5TH LARGEST EXPORTER OF WINE HAD OVER 2 BILLION LITRES UNSOLD IN MI1D-2023

Global drop in wine consumptlon forces Aus farmers to destroy vines

PETERHOBSON
GRIFFITH (AUSTRALIA) MARCH
9

MILLIONS OF vines are being de-
stroyed in Australia and tens of
millions more must be pulled up
to rein in overproduction that
has crushed grape prices and
threatens the livelihoods of
growers and wine makers.
Falling consumption of wine
worldwide has hit Australia par-
ticularly hard as demand shrinks
fastest for the cheaper reds that
are its biggest product, and in
China, the market it has relied on
for growth until recent years.
The world's fifth largest ex-

porter of wine had more than
two billion litres, or about two
years' worth of production, in
storage in mid-2023, the most
recent figures show,and some is
spoiling as owners rush to dis-
pose of it at any price.

"There's only so long we can
go on growing a crop and losing
money onit," said fourth-gener-
ation grower James Cremasco, as
he watched clanking yellow ex-
cavators strip out rows of vines
his grandfather planted near the
southeastern town of Griffith.

About  two-thirds  of
Australia's wine grapes are
grown in irrigated inland areas
such as Griffith, its landscape
shaped by vine-growing tech-

Unpicked grapes wither on the vine near the town of Griffith
in southeast Australia. Reuters file

niques brought by Italian mi-
grants arriving around the 1950s.
As major wine makers suchas
Treasury Wines and Carlyle
Group's Accolade Wines refocus
onmore expensive bottles thatare
selling better, the areas around
Griffith are struggling, with un-
picked grapes shrivellingonvines.
"It feels like an erais ending,"
said Andrew Calabria, a third-
generation vineyard owner and
wine maker at Calabria Wines.
"It's hard for growers to look
out the back window and see a
pile of dirt instead of vines that
have been there as long as
they've known."
Nearby, the remains of 1.1
million vines that once com-

prised one of Australia's largest
vineyards were piled in heaps of
gnarled and twisted wood as far
as the eye could see.

Red wine has suffered the
most. In regions like Griffith,
prices of the grapes going into it
fell to an average of A$304
($200)aton last year, the lowest
in decades and down from
A$659in2020, data from indus-
try body Wine Australia show.

The government, which fore-
casts lower prices again this year,
said it recognises the significant
challenges facing growers and is
committed to supporting the
sector, though many growers say
it can do more. Cremasco said
some of his red grapes sold for

little more than A$100 a ton.

To balance the market and lift
prices, up toa quarter of the vines
in areas such as Griffith must be
pulled up, said Jeremy Cass, head
of Riverina Winegrape Growers,
afarmers' group there.

That would destroy more
than 20 million vines across
12,000 hectares (30,000 acres),
Reuters calculations based on
Wine Australia data show, or
about 8% of Australia's total area
under vine. Growers and wine-
makersinother regions have also
been pulling out vines. "If halfthe
vines in Australia were ripped out,
itstill mightnot solve the oversup-
ply," said awine makerin Western
Australia. REUTERS




Here are the top 10 wine producers by volume:

e [taly: 4,250,000 liters per year

e France: 3,641,900 liters per year

e Spain: 3,248,000 liters per year

e United States: 2,333,900 liters per year
e Australia: 1,369,000 liters per year

e Argentina: 1,182,100 liters per year

e China: 1,163,600 liters per year

e South Africa: 1,080,100 liters per year
e Chile: 949,200 liters per year

o Germany: 746,200 liters per year -



The World's Biggest Wine Producers

Global wine production (million hectoliters) and vineyard area (hectares) in 2014

Vineyard area (hectares)

Spain 1.02m

China 799,000

’ N France 792,000

46.6 ﬁ Italy 690,000
< v Turkey 502,000

France

44.7 @& “
Italy - 9.3
Germany
41.6 s 15
Spain .:# China
22.3 %’ 11.3
United States  15.1 12.0 South Africa
Argentina  Australia

@StatistaCharts Source: IOVW
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2022 is spread between countries
(in million hectoliters):

| soutn
/ | AFRICA
& ROMANIA
. 39 \ 10.2

UNITED
STATES

—

SPAIN
35.7

Spain’s vineyards cover nearly
9

roughly 1 all the land used
worldwide for grape cultivation.

OTHER \
COUNTRIES

14.4

AUSTRALIA | RL'SS[A!
12.7 F

47 |

~ World wine production in the

last twenty years has remained
quite stable, with a yearly average
of around 240 million hectoliters.

FRANCE \\
45.6 \}

Numerous grape varieties that are now
grown all over the world, including
Cabernet Sauvignon, Chardonnay,
Pinot Noir, Sauvignon Blanc, and Syrah,
originated in France.

CHINA
4.2

This is enough wine to fill the
equivalent of almost 1,994

Olympic swimming pools.

The top three wine producing
nations, Italy, France, and Spain, account
for more than 50% of the world’s total wine production.

Source: International Organization of Vine and Wine
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LAUNCHES UNNATI SCHEME WITH OUTLAY OF RS 10,037 CRORE

PM Narendra Modi at Kaziranga National Park, Saturday. P11

PM unveils projects for
N-E, says next step is
expansion of industries

SUKRITABARUAH
GUWAHATI,MARCH9

LAUNCHING MEGA develop-
ment projects for various
Northeastern states during
events in Arunachal Pradesh and
Assam on Saturday, Prime

Minister Narendra Modi de-
clared that “Modi doesn’t do
work by counting the number of
Parliament seats from a place”.
Duringan eventinltanagarin
Arunachal Pradesh, he launched
the central government’s new
flagship project for the Northeast
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

An all-weather
link to Tawang,
Sela Tunnel

boosts readiness
at China border

AMRITANAYAKDUTTA
NEW DELHI, MARCH 9

THE SELA Tunnel, that was “ded-
icated to the nation” by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Saturday, is a key border infra-
structure project as it connects

Guwahati to the

™~ strategic Tawang
= sector round-the-
= Bame | vear, thus aiding

faster military
movement to the Line of Actual
Control (LAC).

Constructed by the Border
Roads Organisation (BRO) at an
altitude of around 13,000 feet
and a cost of Rs 825 crore, the
construction of the tunnel was
aimed at providing all-weather
connectivity to Tawang across
Sela Pass on the Balipara-
Chariduar-Tawang (BCT) Road,

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2



* The Union Cabinet approved the Uttar Poorva Transformative
Industrialization Scheme, 2024 (UNNATI — 2024).

 About

* Government of India has formulated New Industrial
Development Scheme, UNNATI as a Central Sector Scheme for
the development of Industries and generation of employment in
the states of North East Region.



e Salient Features of the Scheme

« Scheme period: The scheme will be effective from the date of
Notification and up to 2034 along with 8 years of committed
liabilities.

 Districts are categorized in two zones: Zone A (Industrially
Advanced Districts) & Zone B (Industrially Backward Districts).

« Earmarking of funds: 60% of the outlay of Part A has been
earmarked to 8 NE states and 40% on First-In-First-Out (FIFO)
basis.
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Goel likely quit over ‘differences’ with CEC

Differences with Rajiv Kumar are said to have arisen
during a visit to Bengal to oversee poll preparations

AHMEDABAD

he sudden and un-
Weres
1

Coastat Security Group

sources ssid » PAGE 4

Portugal goes to
pollswil.hshlﬁ
to right

Mr. Goel and Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC) Rajiv
Xumar during their visit to
West Bengal to oversee poll
preparations earlier
month.

brief the media about the

preparations in the State
after Xeporved diffe-
rences with Afr. mar.
e e adreased the
media alone on March 5.

“Health concerns”
in the press briefing.

R rned to Del
due to “health concerns™.
H sources close 1o

in the pink of

Instead, they said that
“he flew back to Delhi cut-
ting short his visit in West
Bengal owing to some se-
rious differences".

~he is
health™

r, they not
elaborate further on what
transpi between the

two officials nor what is-

Oppx

raises is

overr

of

the EC days ahead of announcement of LS polls

Chief Election
Election

i Kumar (rig!

Ragiv
Commissioner Arun Goel. & RMMDRAN

sues they differed on that

caused Mr. Goel's abru;

exit from the pol
Reacting to Mr.

Goel's

After arriving in Delhi,
Goel attended meet-

mar Bhalla and

Govt. likely to

t new
ECs by March 15
~Ew DELEI

The two vacancies in the
Eiecton Commission, created

said on Sunday. » PAGE 5

March 9 and the Ministry
d

cision to resign,” claimed
multiple sources in the go-
and the

ECL

sent hi o the

Prossdent n(lndia without Reacnng T the resigna-

informing the n, Congress general se-
“There were ;.nempu cretary

from the nment to-
—reconclle thelr differenc

His resignation was ac-
cepted by the President on

.
a post on X. “Did
he actually resign over dif-
es with the Chief

< foner or

governme:
hich Goes the frontesas

Sources say only some high ranking government
officials and CEC knew about the developments

driving for all su;

coming Lok Sabha polls on
a BJP ticket?” Mr. Ramesh
asked

Shiv Sena (Uddhav Bala-
saheb Thackeray) leader
Sanjay Raut alleged that
the ECI “has been priva-
tised” and -“become a
branch of the BJP~ over the
last ten years, raising con-
cerns about who would re-
place Mr. Goel. “Like the

1P's people have been ap-
Pointed the High Conres,

point two of their BIP peo-
ple here too

LismON
Voters in P went to the
polls on Sunday in an ea

country join 3 shift to the right
across Europe after eight years
of Sociaist rule. Finat opinion

polls published on Friday show

ISLAMABAD

clitician staged 3
remarkable comeback when e
was g cted

term in Sept. 2023. » PAGE 12

Relentless protest

\

Calll for action: Farmers hold 3 ‘rai roko ‘protest at Devi Das Pura on the outskirts of Amiitsar on Sunday o press the Centre to accept their
demands, including 3 legal guarantee of minimum SUPPOrt peice. P71 REPORT ON PAGE )

Gig workers suffer from lack of
social security, regulation: study

NEW DELHI

Almost a third of app-
based cab drivers work for
ower 14 hours a day, while

cording to a study of more
than 10,000 Indian cab
and platform

It noted that social dis-
parities make the situation
worse, with over 60% of

irivers from the Sche-
duled Castes and Tribes
working for over 14 hours a
d_‘y‘ while only 16% from

Constantly at work

Asked if they take a single day off in & week,

2085 of the app-5:
o fin

et v

orkeers surveyed said “No™

called on the government
on th

e
fairness of akurll.hxns and
ed by plat-

and Movements, and the
indian Federation of App-
based Transport \\brkers.
with technic upport
from the University of
Pennsylvania and Frie-
drich-Ebert-Stiftung India,

cre

i

Buch

e study report says

a month, after deducting

all their costs. It found that

ers and 5,028 delivery per-

Trinamool to
contest all 42
seats in Bengal

KOLKATA

Putting an end to specula-

Congress on_Sunday an-
or all

(h-eqegxoupolﬂ to 40
year:

Due to the demanding
%k hours, the
that drivers
physically exhausted, and

worl
found are

42 Lok Sabha seats in West
Bengal

The Mst of candidates
has surprises in store, with
the party Belding former
cricketers Yusuf

to an
risk of road traffic acci-
the

from a
d Azad from Bardhaman-

dents, due to
“10-minute delfvery at the
doorstep® policy of certain
e-commerce itforms.
The lack of social and job

The par ained vet
ran MPs >u.dlp Banerjee
from Kolkata, Saugata Roy
from Dum Dum Lok, and

e
among workers from diffe-
rent castes, the report said
that “these e dispari-

ties.
Overall, 5,302 cab driv-

y creates
stress and leads to poten-
tial health

“76% of the delivery per-
sons are o make
their ends m
port sald. Another lna_lor

of the workers.

comptaine
the Issue of ID deactivation
customer

Kalyan from Se-
rampore. Among those
gropped by the Trinamool

ackpore MP Arjun

later returned to the re-
glonal party.

FuLL REPORT
»PAGES

India signs free trade pact
with 4 European nations,
eyes $100bn in investment

NEW DELHL

India d a free trade
agreement (FTA) with four

Pecred possibly by the end
of the

Commitment
Toutng the o clauses on tn-

land, 1

2 unique

T~
way, and swnz.erland —on

sSunday. of
reaching 100 billien n 1o

vestments in and one
milion jobs within IS
years.

Minicier Piyvish Goyal said
it was “for the first time in
£s1

in India from EFTA coun-
tries” EFTA M

razes, wi
giteratile AriY redncitans,
increase access,
and ;nmpufy customs pro-

The Free

nlslers clarified that the

Trade Association (EFTA)

cluded a chapter on com-
mitments to human rights
and sustainable
development.
The agreement

come into force after ratifi-
cation by the EFTA states
according to their parlia-
mentary procedures, ex-

years. It would al-
so “aim to facilitate the
generation of 1 million jobs
within 15 years in India” re-
sulting from those invest-

L ct: The signing
in News Dethi on Sunday. AxyPe

ments. ~States cannot de-
<l whe:

speaking o our companies
and then tracing ack-
ing ment”, he .
ad invest-
ments by EFTA cor ies

uld ssed
periodically.

If the 1s not

achieved within 15 years,
with a three-year grace pe-
Tio) sasd ancitier two yesas
negotiar India will
e entitled ©o wnhdramng
some rade conc
"(emporalﬂy T ihe
agreement says

Apart from Mr. Vestre,
the EFTA Ministers who
flew into Delhi for the sign-
ing of the agreement were
Swiss Federal Councillor
Guy Parmelin, Iceland Fo-
retgn Affairs Minister Bjar-
ni  Benediktsson. and
Liechtenstein Foreign Af-
fairs Minister Dominique

T
(With inputs from Jacob
Koskyy

REAKTHROUGH MOMENT®
PAGE 4

of the India-£5TA Trade and Econcmic Partnership Agreement
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Former SC judge sworn in

Lokj

Chai TS0

X Supreme Court judge, Justice tretiredy

the last week of February. rn

stered the

Report turns spotlight on
India’s ‘zero-food childremw’

A recent study had ranked India as

the

i 13 e of children who had not

eaten any food for 24 hours: experts say rapid urbanisation i

LUCKNOW

unita Gautam, a 26-
old  dao

not every day as he takes
mme to ear and I3 more
habimated to breastmilk.

have & very busy dafly rou-

mow's Vishal Khand area,
asled.

Ms. Gautam's baby bs
III(er to be one of the mil-
“zero-food chil-
dun aged six months 10

5.
A study published re-

cently in the peer-reviewed

JANA Network Opers jour

nal found the preval

OF merofood children i tn-

Bapic urbarizstion and nucearsed fsmilies

dia ax 19,39, drawing arten-
ton o extreme food de-
ation among children.

foad
chlld.rEn above only Gui-
#92)  and_ Mali
B sm In terms of num-

alone
mero-food  children  in
India.

“The States of Uttar Pra-
desh 28 A%, sihar

Large mumber of ‘sero feod childnen® in Utksr Pradesh. SLE FHOTS

€429, Maharashira
€71, Rajasthan {6.5%).
and Madhya Pradesh (6%

poTt sa
“Biy hushand is an alco-

holic. He spends most of

his time at home bur | can-

not trust him to feed the
ild

ime to
leed hlln I1'he baby],” Ms.

Shali mgh a public
health gpeclsjls[ argues

that a poverty and
marginalisaton I eco-

conributed to such a large

fuelling malnutrition in country

number of “zero food chil-
dren” in India’s most popa-
Jouss State.

ck of aware-
ness about the mutritional

to
Their familes, resulting in

their hawing insufficient
time o complement
breastfeeding for children

ibove six months of age.
with rapid industrialisa-
tion, nuclear families have
grown in both wrban and
rural areas, so there s no
one te invest the time and
energy required to feed a
child, apart from the moth-
adding that
s or oarenens Siaot
nutritional needs of chil-
dren, and social miscon-
ceptions, also contribute
1o the likely numbers.

Iy E%, sccording to the
2011 Cens

Erown o 4 |
2011 when compared with

2000,  skgmil a large
number of poor moving to-
wards urban centres im
search of a livelllood.

Other parties make
promises, only BJP
fulfils them, says PM

RarpUR

Launching the Mahtari
Vandana Yolana, a Anan-

anly
the Bharatiya lanata Party
(] P) thar kepe irs electoral
prmmjge

“Mothers and sisters,
before the elections,
parties make big promises.
Ihey promise the stars and

M, bur anl party
with a clear intent like the
B fulfils its promises....

nodi sal

jama was a pn 1 pro-
mise of the EIP in last
vear's Assen ton
campaign.  Under  the

and 555 crore was trans-
ferred on Sunday, as the
first instalment under the
scheme.

mMr. Modi — who ad-
dressed the beneficiaries

ng
sised thar a h.eakhy l:ml-ly

—

Msrend Medi

stems from the well-being
of its women. -

and dignity of the women,”
e said.

Speaking of some of the
other initiatives taken by
This government, e Modl

Hng pucca =
wala gas cylinders in their
name

He added that more
than 10 crore women from

ms o n wo-
men's selfhelp groups
earn a sustainable income

mum by setting up micro-
enterprises within ther wil-
lages.

‘Rail roko’ protest by
farmers affects train
services in Punjab

CHANDIGARH

Farmers on Sunday squat-
tedt on railway tracks at ma-

the Samyukt Ki-

San Mortha (von-Politicaly
and the Kisan Mazdoor
Morcha to press the Centre
to accept their demands,
Enc a legal guarantes
of Minimum Support Price
pase)

Movement of sewveral
rrains was affected in Pun-

railway tracks at many lo-
cations in 22 districts.
=l

ing to raibway
authorities, ine  trains
were cancelled an iy

rrains were either short-
terminated or shore-orig-
nate:

ol
Farmer leaders Sarwan
Sinsh pandher and fasiic

Tt et rad roko: agl

thon was successful. “Till a

concrete resolution Is of-

fered by the government to

our demands, we will con-

finue our struggle. Mr
her sald.

in eleciricity tarid,
police cases
and Sjatieer far the vie
tims of the o2 Lakhim-
pur Kheri violence, rein-
statement of the Land
A(qun_ddun Ace, 2003, and
zation to the fami-
||as Tor the  farm,
during a purinus agi-
2021

when forces
march

7,396 golden langurs in India, reveals survey

Rabhul Karmalkar
CUTWAHATE

There are an estimated

forests in the western part

Assam.
in the first phase during
Dlar::h».\.pr].l D020, the sur-

wey covered the western
part of the Manas Biosph-
ere Reserve, including Ri-
pu Reserved Forest — a ma-
Jor part of it was recently

serve Forest, and Manas
National Park up to the
western bank of the Manas
Reiwe:

r.

The second phase dur-
ng same months in
o1 focused on fragment-

Kokrajhar, and Dhubri dis-
Ericts of Western Assamm.

The block count method
was applied for the frst

Languer tions
“This method s comsi-

dered to be relatively sim-
ple, costeffective, and r
 or areal wn arnall

upgraded o Raimona Na-
rional Park - Chirang Re-
serve Forest, Manas He-

Mature's charm: The previous populatson estimation in 200809
Fecorded 6,000 golden languss in badia. AN

Eroup-living primates such
‘the golden =

principal

umara,
schentist of S
The

clusive of bisexual and
male bands, along with 31

thee
at PRONE, s.a]ri He super-
vlseriﬂl.e
pnpulmmn of gol-
den]s.ngurs is divided Into
two  major  sub-popula-
The northern ex-

The northern populs-
tion of the primate with
the golden sheen was esti-
mated ar 5566 In 534

ps and Z3 lone males.

The  populac of the
southern  fra) nes  was
estimated at 1,530 langurs

in 173 groups and eight
lome males.

“Unstable sitaation®
while the Ripu Reserve
Forest was home to the
most {2,847} northern p

u'l:non Eelden langurs,
Kok districe’s Chak-
rashl]s Wildlife Samctuary
Thad individuals, the
Frag-
the

most in ﬂIE
mented  range of
primate.

The previous populs
ton estumation in 2008-
09, alse conducted under
the supervision o( Dr. Bis-
was, recorded &
den’langurs in tndia. Hack

age =
the latest

‘On the flip side, the sur-
vey report underlined an
unstable situation in_the

nom-

bands. The primacologists

iwobved  in the  surwey

highlighted the need for
i linkage

CISF officer
blames online
gambling

for deaths

BEILAL

A senlor Central Industrial

ing fnancial literacy class-

s to train staff against the
possible pitfalls of gam-
bling.

Mr. Anand was sddress-
ing a press conference on
the occaslon of the CISF's
S5th Raksing Day:

it distress sy can-
fact Sanjivini. Soctety for

potential threats the pri-
mares face fram anthropo-
genic interactions.

Mergal dealdl suicide pre-
Vesnric elgiline
CHI-AOFENIO2E
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explained M_A. Venkatakrishnan in a dis-
Courae. e writes abet nine of them i order i nine sep-

There are
‘Rama’ features. We
rama avataras in n to

hasa Rama
while ralking of Parasurama and Balarama in the phala
srutl verse, Thriumangal Azhvar refers to Parasurama and
Balarama as “Rama” But for Dasaratha , he uses the
Tamil word “thAnAi" showing that this Dasaratha Rama
a, a complete avarara. Th

5 avarara. We have only Bl ana
and Mahabharata. Amo £, uperior,
says Pillal Lokachariar. That is because It is entirely al

In them rook place. 5o, there is the
chance of inte: ions. That makes the Itihasas score on
grounds of accuracy.




Report turns spotlight on
India’s ‘zero-food children’

A recent study had ranked India as having the third-highest percentage of children who had not

eaten any food for 24 hours; experts say rapid urbanisation is fuelling malnutrition in country

Mayank Kumar
LUCKNOW

unita Gautam, a 26-

year-old domestic

help, wonders if she
will be able to provide her
11-month-old boy the nutri-
tion he requires. “My child
is mainly dependent on
breastmilk. At times, I give
him porridge, but that too
not every day as he takes
time to eat and is more
habituated to breastmilk. I
have a very busy daily rou-
tine. If I don’t earn money,
how can I provide a better
life for my child?” Ms. Gau-
tam, who works in Luck-
now’s Vishal Khand area,
asked.

Ms. Gautam’s baby is
likely to be one of the mil-
lions of “zero-food chil-
dren” aged six months to
23 months in Uttar Pra-
desh. These infants have
not eaten any food of sub-
stantial calorific content —
semi-solid, solid,soft, or
mushy food, infant formu-
la or fresh milk — for 24
hours.

A study published re-
cently in the peer-reviewed
JAMA Network Open jour-
nal found the prevalence
of zero-food children in In-

- b,
? " ..
F ~

. % - e 2 7
Rapid urbanisation and nuclearised families have contributed to

¥

large number of ‘zero food children’ in Uttar Pradesh. FILE PHOTO

dia at 19.3%, drawing atten-
tion to extreme food de-
privation among children.
The study ranks India as
having the third-highest
percentage of zero-food
children, above only Gui-
nea (21.8%) and Mali
(20.5%). In terms of num-
bers, India has the highest
number of zero-food chil-
dren at more than six
million.

Another study pu-
blished in 2023 in eClinical
Medicine, part of the noted
Lancet Discovery Science,
found that Uttar Pradesh
alone accounts for 28.4% of
zero-food children in
India.

“The States of Uttar Pra-
desh  (28.4%), Bihar

(14.2%), Maharashtra
(71%), Rajasthan (6.5%),
and Madhya Pradesh (6%)
account for nearly two-
thirds of the total zero-food
children in India,” the re-
port said.

“My husband is an alco-
holic. He spends most of
his time at home but I can-
not trust him to feed the
child. He may harm the
child as it takes time to
feed him [the baby],” Ms.
Gautam said.

Shalini Singh, a public
health specialist, argues
that alongside poverty and
marginalisation in eco-
nomic backgrounds, it is
rapid urbanisation and nu-
clearised families that have
contributed to such a large

number of “zero food chil-
dren” in India’s most popu-
lous State.

She said lack of aware-
ness about the nutritional
needs of children, and mis-
conceptions, also contri-
bute to the numbers.

“Women from underpri-
vileged economic back-
grounds work to sustain
their families, resulting in
their having insufficient
time to complement
breastfeeding for children
above six months of age.
With rapid industrialisa-
tion, nuclear families have
grown in both urban and
rural areas, so there is no
one to invest the time and
energy required to feed a
child, apart from the moth-
er,” she said, adding that
lack of awareness about
nutritional needs of chil-
dren, and social miscon-
ceptions, also contribute
to the likely numbers.

Uttar Pradesh’s urban
population is approximate-
ly 23%, according to the
2011 Census and had
grown by more than 25% in
2011 when compared with
2001, signifying a large
number of poor moving to-
wards urban centres in
search of a livelihood.




7,396 golden langurs in India, reveals survey

Rahul Karmakar
GUWAHATI

There are an estimated
7,396 golden langurs in In-
dia, the latest survey of the
primate has revealed. The
comprehensive population
estimation of the endan-
gered primate was carried
out in two phases by the
Primate Research Centre
NE India (PRCNE), Assam
Forest Department, Bodo-
land Territorial Council,
Salim Ali Centre for Ornith-
ology and Natural History
(SACON), and Conserva-
tion Himalayas.

The entire distribution
range of the golden langur
(Trachypithecus geei) cov-
ers the Manas Biosphere
Reserve and all fragmented
forests in the western part
of Assam.

In the first phase during
March-April 2020, the sur-
vey covered the western
part of the Manas Biosph-
ere Reserve, including Ri-
pu Reserved Forest — a ma-
jor part of it was recently
upgraded to Raimona Na-
tional Park - Chirang Re-
serve Forest, Manas Re-

Nature’s charm: The previous population estimation in 2008-09
recorded 6,000 golden langurs in India. ANI

serve Forest, and Manas
National Park up to the
western bank of the Manas
River.

The second phase dur-
ing the same months in
2021 focused on fragment-
ed forest habitats of golden
langurs in the Bongaigaon,
Kokrajhar, and Dhubri dis-
tricts of western Assam.
The block count method
was applied for the first
time to assess the abun-
dance, spatial distribution,
and densities of the golden
langur populations.

“This method is consi-
dered to be relatively sim-
ple, cost-effective, and ro-
bust for arboreal and small

group-living primates such
as the golden langur,” H.N.
Kumara, the principal
scientist of SACON, said.

The golden langur habi-
tat was demarcated into 51
counting blocks, each
overlaid with 50-hectare
grid cells. Ten teams, each
comprising one or two
trained enumerators and
three to four forest staff,
surveyed the blocks.

“We observed 7,720 in-
dividuals of golden langurs
in 706 unique groups and
31 lone males or floating
males. Estimating mini-
mum population size, we
found there to be 7,396 in-
dividuals in 707 groups, in-

clusive of bisexual and
male bands, along with 31
lone males,” Jihosuo Bis-
was, the lead primatologist
at PRCNE, said. He super-
vised the survey.

“The population of gol-
den langurs is divided into
two major sub-popula-
tions. The northern ex-
tended population, which
encompasses the western
part of the Manas Biosph-
ere Reserve, extending
from the Sankosh River to
the Manas river up to the
India-Bhutan border along
the northern side of Na-
tional Highway 27 and
State Highway 2,” Dr. Bis-
was explained.

The northern popula-
tion of the primate with
the golden sheen was esti-
mated at 5,566 in 534
groups and 23 lone males.
The population of the
southern fragments was
estimated at 1,830 langurs
in 173 groups and eight
lone males.

‘Unstable situation’

While the Ripu Reserve
Forest was home to the
most (2,847) northern pop-

ulation golden langurs,
Kokrajhar district’s Chak-
rashila Wildlife Sanctuary
had 838 individuals, the
most in the southern frag-
mented range of the
primate.

The previous popula-
tion estimation in 2008-
09, also conducted under
the supervision of Dr. Bis-
was, recorded 6,000 gol-
den langurs in India. Each
group then had has aver-
age of 9.24 individuals,
which was 1,45 individuals
less than the average group
recorded in the latest
survey.

On the flip side, the sur-
vey report underlined an
unstable situation in the
fragmented habitats of the
golden langurs, particular-
ly due to the absence of
non-breeding all-male
bands. The primatologists
involved in the survey
highlighted the need for
corridor linkage among
the fragmented habitats
through plantations and
canopy bridges to offset
potential threats the pri-
mates face from anthropo-
genic interactions.
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Neeraj backs rmments

talent-spotting programime

Ace Indian javelin thrower Neeraj Chopra has
‘s natio

Dmkml]‘e ramnert’ mwide sports
T irriarive i, an saying it has the

ralent-identification progr aimed ar
school-going . The programme will
iy nurmure talent and bridge the gaps in

And if the n also supprort
things for them, it would be = saidd Neeraj in
a wideno I Mecdia. ™ 1

sports and academics can be balanced. If thar
happens then i will bring sbowst great changes
our country,”

Bangladesh downs India, wins
SAFF U-16 Women's Cship

India fell short of a title conquest, losing to

envenmually chinch the crown.

Rubina and Manish make do
with mixed team pistol silver

Rubina Francis and

Manish Narwal were bearen

Wrorkd Cup at the Dr.
Karni Singh Range in Mew Delhi on Sunday.

The resulis: PE mined team air pistol: 1. China (i Min,
Vang Craol 16 1S62); 2. Indin (Fubina Francs, Masish Narwall
L2 (ST EWRL; 3 India 2 [Bhakti Sharma, Audransh
Paeiera]) 22 (i
B0 mie temm aiF rifles 1. China (ZReng Fisin, Do Chaol
16 7.0 WRE, 2. i a2 OO AGRal, MBS SIS
firyma Shchetnik, Andri Donsshen
g itk 4 (1851,
s i & WEchal ack, Bruno
2. usad Hadisen Champion, Ber Hayil &
i Banceh, Satya Rayata) 17 1501 0

Shardul’s counter-attack bails Mumbai out
of troubled waters against Vidarbha

The hosts lose siv wickets for 30 runs after a solid opening stand: the allrounder'’s 75 helps them o 224 before the visioors slide to 31 for three

BANIE TROPHY

PaLBEAL

he wenue may have
changed So did the
opposition. Bt the

da
three at stumps

Bescue mission: It was again down to Shardul to save MumBars blushes. EMMANIAL YOGS

supremacy.
sShaw's trademark cover-
drive Umesh  vaday

and  Bhupen
flicks through
WeTe a treat to the eyes as
the sunday erowd buikt up

Labwani's
wicket

P
feast. Yash Thakur, the
nge pacer, struck

by jagging one away from
Labwani and forced him in-
10 an edge to captain Aksh-
2 Wa

The < d.lsmlsssl triggered
a as  widarbha
pddted Six for 30t leave

Mumbal reeling at 111 for
six from 81 for no loss.

lamg spell B got i o
prithvi shaw . Musheer
Khan and captain Ajmkya
Rahane.

Umesh  ¥adaw found
Shreyas Iyer in no-man's

Thakare 5 (4141, Shams Mulani
Mo b Thiskeur 13 (378, 205,

Sharchal Thasur ¢ Duteey b Uenesh
5 (s, . Tanush kotian

3 wrmesh
2, Thakare 165361,

1
2 |Shoney, 233,
zqznmhaae 720, 3-24 (e,

MrmEal Bowling: Sharsul
S0-14 1, Mubami 632-9-2,
Deshpande 1-0-8-0.

“We are not happy with the
total we have put on board’

PUMEAL

Just like he came

after the first days play of
the Ranji Trophy fnal
we are not happy with
the total that we have put
boar

ball s drought
betors St e Fute foarr,
lost captain Ajimn’
I(ya Rahane and Shreyas
1yer, among others.
while fahane has strug-
gled right through the sea-
ot e walbos,
shleyas has locked
ever since being excluded
n—m ﬂ-e BoCl central
shardul
s:ondr!g‘lnbdilndmeduo

Rough patch
“1ts just a rough patch for
them and in a rough patch,

T Tor six hefare Shardul
came o the rescue with a
&9-ball 75. During an 108-

pyrort them
e et e
exxremely hard workers.
They put in 2 lot of efforts

They are

towards their batting, a lot

of thinking towards their
batting. Aand they both of
them are absolutely team

he was a tad dis-

Shardul

ledged versran coach A 'bll.as
Godbale for
bk e b et
wesk's semifinal.

The other day ar BKC, 1
was speaking to vilas God-
bole sir and he ]us 4 made
out a couple of fine points
at my barcing. gt

am glad it has come off, he
sasd.

Yash Thakur recalls looking
up to ‘bedrock’ Umesh

beunEAL

For five years, ¥ash Thabur
has  been

“wash, the protege, over.
dowed the master to help
Widarbha bowl Mumbal

vash cannor forget the
first time he met Umesh, ar
the Vi Cricket Asso-

earsh Thakiur. Eveassis, oG

clacian Academy in Nagpur
during his u-16 days

fter Being selected (nr
2 camp, my frst day at th
A ademy, 1 mzt
Prpliy bhaiya in pers
Vash harl ot The s
carlier in the seasom. =1
iy i S
wanted w follow into his
footsteps by going on to
play for india. But the first
g dream was to bowl like

him and bowld

unplayable " i

Is always at
mid-off, eging me and the
others an.

Heroes knock
out Blitz

PYVL

CELERNAL

Calicut  Heroes

eyball League ar the
Nehru Indoor  Stadi
here on S

Sunday.
Heroes thus wpped the
rable with 12 points with a

Cracial: Farantap

Super 5. Frarme side fram 154 for fiee ta

L NAVUDNU TR

nbroken partnership taak the
325, . WURALL KUMAR

miser. it came 1o | SENGALURU

the crunch.

o Caticas Taad players - Seartro ite Gl K Naady
livered at the death. In | ;g final agaknst

Delhi Toofans beas ah-
medabad Defenders 15-11,
16-14. 15-11 1o finish second
in the league. Delhi will et
one paint in the Super Ss.

qualified for Super Ss:
hy camuu«m.s.; pethi
Doasamdare, 5. St
Torpedoes, 5 Mumbai Meteors.
P

wickets on day one at the
. Chinnaswamy Stadium
hers on

Middle-order bar ¥asho-
wardhan Parantap (84 bat-
ting, 1B, 12x4k was the
star as he combined for an
unbroken 131-run stand for
the sixth it
Kruthik Krishna (58 bat-
cing, 103b, Sxd) after the
home side was reduced to

194 for five.
> ]

Parantap, Kruthik
put Karnataka on top
against Uttar Pradesh

Earlier, after choosing to
bat, openers MacMeil H.
Noronha (68,
2x6) and Prakar Chaturve”
i (33, G0b, 4x4) put on &8
runs before Noronha and

K anessh (43, T6b, Sxal
added 73

Bur a middle-order col-
1a, I lase
three wickets for 21 runs,
& th, cagtain K.
Smaran, pe the host

by
their side would begin day
rwo on top

he scomes: Warn ataka 325 for
i1

Horishis 5B bating! v, Uttar
Erradesh.

AFI's plans to
excel in 2036

Olympics

THIELVANANTHAFLRAN

creats a
Friandly ecosystem fr the
athletes, coaches and oth-
er stakehobders.

The AF1 has decided 1o
streambine the calendar to
ensure that
il have

competizions =0 that &
can peak ar the right time

president Adille
sai

Jundar

(uIDiAMY and the

Elise programme.
The

A fantastic weekend,
says Verstappen

Mo starting weuble her
Ariumpi with  win in Sasdi GETTY IMASE

SALUDM ARABLAN GF

Associated Press
JEDDAH

a fourth consecutive ttle
this year.
A for

by JSW and Rellance Foun-
dation to conduct camps at
their respective centres.

the whole team and also
for mysell 1 febt really good
with the car” Verstappen

*fhe Dutch driver won
easily ahead of his
Tate Sergie Peres, Ferra
ri's Charles Leclere was
third

erstappen backed up his Bahoain

“It was a bit of a bo

we had a bit of a gap, but
we  took mnasd
points we could today,™ Le-
::]el{:s.a]d,

n-year-old  Brit-
ish drl'uEr Oliver Bearman
was seventh for Ferrari in
his first 1 race, one day af-

Sehrawat, Kalkal
book tickets; Ravi,
Bajrang tumble out

WRESTLING

ROaLKEATA

Promising wrestlers Asian

top spot. Ravi also lost 10-5
1o Udit.

Convincing win
Kalkal got pas: Rohin Kuo-
mar 10-0. Earlier, Rohit

medallise k a
@oke) boaked his place in
the Olympic qualifier

e Drer the ad b vom

mitee's  guidelines, the
winner of the triaks in the
Olympic weight categories
will represent India in up-
coming Clymplc qualifiers
including the
pic qualifier ‘Aprll i
and world Olympic quali-
fier (M 9-125.
The winners in non-
Olympie weight categories
ann second-placed

represent the
country in the Asian cham-
plonships (April 1116} in
ishkelk.

Thasquads Mans Praestyla:
Py

Han-Olympic weights: Slke:

Aakach Dahiyva;

barmanypo; Takgr Paninder:
.

AE:
Greca Boman: .
mrsigits: SOkg: 1 Sumest,
Prowesh Kumar, G7kgs 1 ashu, 2
Winayak Patit TTRE: 1 Wiltash,
H ——y

gy
Chesm s, I30KE: 1. Maveen, 2.

Hon-Olymapic weights: SSkg:
Aejun Halakurki: S3kgs U
TAME: At Guslii. BZKE Rohit
Oahi




Neeraj backs government’s

talent-spotting programme

Ace Indian javelin thrower Neeraj Chopra has
backed the government’s nationwide sports
development initiative ‘Kirti’, saying it has the
potential to bring about big changes in the
country’s educational ecosystem. The Sports
Ministry has launched ‘Kirti’, a grassroots-level
talent-identification programme aimed at
school-going children. The programme will
identify and nurture talent and bridge the gaps in
sports across the country. “We need to tell
children in the age group of 13-14 that they need
to give attention to both sports and education.
And if the schools can also support and balance
things for them, it would be great,” said Neeraj in
a video posted by SAI Media. “School can plan
their regimen properly, how they will select
children (for sports) and how they will manage
their academics and sports.” “I think that the
education system should change so that both
sports and academics can be balanced. If that
happens then it will bring about great changes in
our country,” he added.
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Hamara Sankaip
Viksit Bharat B
PM: Azamgarh’s vikas
1as Opp sleepless, Modi
doosri mitti ka insaan hai

TEPPING UP his attack on the
ipposition INDIA bioc, Prisme

Agreement signed by Switzerland,
Liechtenstein, Norway and Iceland

radesh and other parts of the
conT 2

Day after, Opp asks: Did EC
soel quit over differences,
~ill he contest elections?

XPRESS NEWS SERVICE

Union Minister Piyush c.oyalnmes@lngofu-elndn EFTA
Trade & in New Dethi. #1

- Modi sarkar ki Guarantee |

Over ¥ 32 Iakh crore transferred directly to
beneficiaries’ accounts through DBT

SiNCE 1932

Fit to wiath

Thelndian EXPRESS

T7.00 (T8 BIHAR & RAIPUR. 712 SRINAGAR) WWW INDIANE XPRESS.COM

Means Guarantee to
root out corruption

WILL EASE PRODUCT, SERVICE TARIFFS: GOYAL

$100 bn, 10 lakh jobs in
15 yrs: India seals trade
pact with Europe group

Why it marks a
shift, could be
a template for
bigger deals

RAVI DUTTA MISHRA
NEW DELHLMARCH 10

THE PROGRESS of the Irdia £FTA
trade deal, which has been inked
3ust in time before the elections
dates ase set 10 be announced.
Largely cathe: b

D Iy e BuUSINESS As USUAL
By UNNY e Snern 10 Lkh fob ks
DUTTAMISHRA -ar pessod i hange for

DAY after Election Commi- RAVI
NEW/ DELH MARCH 10

siorer Arun Goel resigned from
is post. just days abead of the
e o i
lections the Opposition Sunday
zeted ot Pment. asking

Ihether his surpeise stepping

minerals, among other items.
The India-EFTAdeal has gone

through a decade after

tions were abandoned in 2013

INDIA AND the fous-nation
European Free Trade Association
. an intergovernmental
gmupmg Iceland.
Liechtenstein, Nosway and
s Sigirsed a trade pact
Sunday that will see the EFTA
£o irvest ol

SO0 bilkon in Edia and

Strong resolve f

Emvestment commitment ow
15-year period pledged o the
four

the 220104214

Mamata goes solo, sinks INDIA
hopes, sharpens attack on BJP

ATRIMITRA
& RAVIKBHATTACHARYA
KOLKATA MARCH 10

END! LA abous 3
possible tie-up with Congress as.
tof

INDIA to take on the BJP. Chief
AMinister leader

nncuncing the 15t of TMC
candidates at a mega rally at
CONTINUE: 2

on Sunday. fzthe Pau

Adhir: She can’t
be trusted, fielded
Yusuf to help BJP

MANOICG
NEW DELHL MARCH 10

THE INDIA bloc in West Bergal
formally collapsed Sunday with
the Trinamool Congress an-

RELATED REPORT

PAGE &

External Affairs Minister
Jaishankar at Adda today

western
EE.
ties betwee:

der negotiations.
the UK and another with the
CONTINUED ONPAGE 2

clean and green energy for Del

NEW DELHI, MARCH 10
RNAL AFFAIRS Minister
changing world in the Last five

years The first Foceign Secve
o becosme the country’s Foreign

Minister. be played a crucial role
in shaping the foreign policy

INUED ON PAGE 2

anaz
Lok Sablha seats in the state, and
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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SO FIMANCE MPASTER
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IDEA EXCHANGE
WITH DELHI FINAN
MINISTER ATISH

Dilli Gramodaya Abhiyan

Inauguration of

PNG facility in 41 villages of Delhi &
various development works in
178 villages with an outiay of Rs. 383 Crore.

= With 24x7 availability, PNG is safe, affordable & eco-friendly = Various development works are proposed
to enrich the lives of villagers = Better roads, Development & maintenance of ponds/ water bodies
- Sewage Treatment Plants = Drinking water facilities = Drainage works & provision of Rainwater harvesting

es

Our government is leaving no stone
unturned to fulfill the aspirations of
citizens in Delhi. _,

— Narendra Modi
Prime Minister

system = Parks, playgrounds & community facilities = Village libraries, Street lights, CCTV Cameras
= Charagah for fodder - Afforestation alongside roads/ public spaces, etc.
= Rs. 383 crores sanctioned in just 3 months for urbanized villages.

BRSO Chief Guest ol
Shri Amit Shah

Hon’ble Union Minister of Home Affairs
& Cooperation

AT S
PNG ==

— Guest of Honowur &

Shri Vinai Kumar Saxena
Hon'ble Lt. Govermnor, Delhi

@ 11" Mmarch 2024 |

© vashobhoomi, Dwarka, New Dethi | @& 04:00 PM



INAUGURATED BY PM MODI

With double capacity, Delhi
airport unveils expanded T1

" _

-
: - P s B

UPASIKASINGHAL
NEW DELHI, MARCH 10

INDIRA GANDHI International
Airport’s expanded Terminal 1
can now handle 40 million pas-
sengers annually, doubleits pre-
vious capacity of 17 million pas-
sengers per year. The revamped
terminal was inaugurated virtu-
ally by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi Sunday; he also inaugu-
rated 12 other airports and laid
the foundation stones for 4 air-
ports across India.

The Prime Minister attended
the inauguration through a live
link from Azamgarh. “Today,
projects worth about Rs 34,000
crore have been inaugurated and
foundation stones laid in many Completed at a cost of Rs 4,600 crore, the expanded Terminal 1 will be ready for use
states from Azamearh. Along within the next two months. said sources. Abhinav Saha




The Prime Minister attended
the inauguration through a live
link from Azamgarh. “Today,
projects worth about Rs 34,000
crore have been inaugurated and
foundation stones laid in many
states from Azamgarh. Along
with Azamgarh, new terminal
buildings have been inaugurated
at many airports including
Shravasti, Moradabad, Chitra-
koot, Aligarh, Jabalpur, Gwalior,
Lucknow, Pune, Kolhapur, Delhi
and Adampur... All these efforts
will make air travel more com-
fortable and accessible for the
common man of the country,”
said the Prime Minister.

The inauguration was at-
tended by Delhi L-G VK Saxena
and Minister of State for Civil
Aviation General VK Singh.

According to Delhi Interna-
tional Airport Limited (DIAL)
sources, with all its three termi-
nals combined, IGIA can now
handle over 100 million passen-
gers per year — making it one of
the few worldwide with this pas-
senger capacity. Additionally, the
expansion extends the area of the
airport from 55,740 sqm to a
whopping 2,06,950 sqm.

Completed at a cost of Rs
4,600 crore, the expanded termi-
nal will be ready for use in the
next two months, said sources.

What passengers
can expect
For passengers, the airport has

Completed at a cost of Rs 4,600 crore, the expanded Terminal 1 will be ready for use
within the next two months, said sources. Abhinav Saha

HERE ARE SOME OF ITS FEATURES

FACILITIES EARLIER POST-EXPANSION
Passenger capacity 17 million per year | 40million per year
Total area 55,740 sqm | 2,06950sqm
Self-baggage drops 0 .36
Self- check-in kiosks 12 . 108
Baggage drop-off counters 4 | 9
Passenger bridges/airbridges 0 | 22
Baggage handling capacity 3,240baggage/hour | 6,000 baggage/hour
Baggage reclaim carousels 8(52 metres each) | 10(70 metres each)
a Facial Recognition System —  one can drop off their baggage  amenities including shopping and

DigiYatra — at all its 24 entry
gates; 20 automated tray retrieval
systems; and individual carrier
systems. Anindividual carrier sys-
temdivides the luggage carousel
into cells where baggage can be
placed to reduce damage to the
luggage and jams at the belt.
The expanded terminal will
have 108 common usage self-
service kiosks where passengers
can check-in without the help of
ground staff. Further, there are
100 check-in counters with 36
self-baggage drop kiosks where

without the help of airport staff.

Additionally, the capacity of
the baggage handling system at
T1 has doubled from 3,240 bag-
gage per hour to around 6,000
per hour. The number of check-
inislands has also beenincreased
to five against four earlier.

DIAL has also realigned pick-
up and drop-off lanes to ease
trafficand expanded parking fa-
cilities to accommodate the
surge in travellers.

Inside the terminal, travellers
will have access to a range of

dining options, designated prayer
area, yoga space, quiet zones,
lounges, communal seating areas,
charging stations for laptops and
mobile devices, facilities for baby
care, and smart washrooms

The expansion was part of
Delhi Airport’s Phase 3A
Expansion project which also
saw the airport develop a fourth
runway along the dual elevated
eastern cross taxiway; the refur-
bishment of its British-era first
runway; construction of two fly-
overs; and modifications at T3.




Rank Airport Location Count Code Total Rank %
4 I 4 [ 4 4 4 S 4 4 2
P Y (IATA/ICAO) passengers change change
m=— Hartsfield—Jackson
1. _ _ Atlanta, Georgia United States ATL/KATL 93,699,630 - A23.8%
Atlanta International Airport
B= Dallas Fort Worth
. atias mort o Dallas—Fort Worth, Texas | United States DFW/KDFW | 73,362,946 | — A17.5%
International Airport
=D Int fi I
3, y rte'wer niemnations Denver, Colorado United States DEN/KDEN | 69,286,461 | — A17.8%
irpo
B= ('Hare International
4. Airoort Chicago, lllinois United States ORD/KORD 68,340,619 _ A26.5%
irpo
AL = Dubai International Airport | Garhoud, Dubai, Dubai United Arab Emirates | DXB/OMDB 66,069,981 A23 A127.0%
B= Los Angeles International
6. Airoort 2 Los Angeles, California | United States LAX/KLAX 65,924,298 Vi A37.3%
irpo
7. Istanbul Airport Arnavutkdy, Istanbul Turkey IST/LTFM 64,289,107 A7 A73.8%
8. St= Heathrow Airport Hillingdon, London United Kingdom LHR/EGLL 61,614,508 A46 A217.7%
e Indira Gandhi
9. Palam, Delhi India DEL/VIDP 59,490,074 A4 A60.2%

International Airport




How Satwik-Chirag employed a variety
of attacks to win French Open title

SHIVANINAIK
MARCH10

THERE ARE fewer things more entertain-
ing in sport than compulsively winning.
Badminton's Boe-ball that Satwiksairaj
Rankireddy and Chirag Shetty dish out rou-
tinely, puts a lot of store on winning every
point, turning every shot into a dart aim-
ing for bullseye.

Their bravado and the bashfulness, the
derring-do and the defense, the no-holds-
barred smash, and the tightly concealed
deception are all geared towards this un-
satiated pursuit of winningness.

Three finals might be lost on the trot, in
the process. And an Olympic gold might get
won on a canter someday. But in the here
and the now and today of this moment,
Satwik-Chirag, shepherded by coach
Mathias Boe, have won once again. The
French Open was pocketed without drop-
ping a set, and the final opponents hap-
pened to be Taiwanese Lee Jhe-Huei and
Yang Po-Hsuan, who were tamed 21-11, 21-
17.

"Feels good. But next week there's an-

Satwiksairaj Rankireddy (L) and Chirag Shetty beat Taiwanese pair Lee Jhe-Huei
and Yang Po-Hsuan to win the French Open title on Sunday. Badminton Photo/BAI




Mobile phone manufacturing TS EZITEFORTE

jumps 21 times in 10 yrs: ICEA  ,,,;..71.20.000¢r

Driven by export growth, mobile phones have now become M India now produces 97% of its
India’s 5th largest export as an individual commodity total mobile phone demand locally

MOBILE PHONE Il 30% of the total production
PRODUCTION _ N infinancial year 2024 is meant

ININDIA(inZcrore) [ e~ et
> | M Apple and Samsung, have played
acrucial role in boosting mobile
phone exports fromthe country.

M India manufactured devices are
being exported in large volumes to
the United Kingdom, Netherlands,
Austria, and Italy besides Middle
East, North Africaand South
American markets.

2014-15 2023-24 Source: ICEA/PTI




“India begins
importing
pulses from
Brazil

SANDIP DAS
New Delhi, March 10

TO DIVERSIFY IMPORT
dependence on a few coun-
tries,Indiahasinitiated sourc-
ing urad dal from Brazil forthe
first time toaddressashortfall
in domestic output.

Sources said that first con-
signment of around 3,000
tonne of urad dal from the
South American country
has arrived.

“We are working with Brazil
and Argentina for the imports
of urad and tur as depending
on one country poses risk,” an
official said. He said that
around 20,000 tonne of urad
is likely to be imported into
India this year from Brazil.

The government has helda
series of discussions with
Brazil and Argentina to pro-
cure urad and tur dal to meet
the domestic requirements.

Currently, under a memo-
randum of understanding
(MoU), India exclusively
imports urad dal from Myan-
mar,where supplydisruptions
have occurred due to internal
securityissues.

Pulses consumption in
South American countries is
relatively low, whereas
pulses like urad and tur can
be cultivated in Brazil and
Argentina due to favorable
weather conditions, for the
purpose of exporting to
India, an official said.
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Bureau of Energy Efficiency:




* The 22nd Foundation Day of the Bureau of Energy Efficiency was
recently celebrated with the theme "Energy Transition through
Electrification and Decarbonization in India" and the State Energy
Efficiency Index 2023 was released.



 What is the State Energy Efficiency Index (SEEI) 20237
* About:

* Itis the 5th edition of the index, developed by the Bureau of Energy
Efficiency (BEE), a statutory body under the Ministry of Power, in
association with the Alliance for an Energy-Efficient Economy (AEEE).

* |t evaluates the performance of 36 states and UTs across seven
demand sectors using 65 indicators, including qualitative,
guantitative, and outcome-based measures.



In SEEI 2023, states and UTs are classified as 'Front runner' (>=60), 'Achiever’
(50-59.75), 'Contender' (30-49.75), and 'Aspirant’ (<30) according to their total
scores.

States and UTs are also classified into four groups based on their total final
energy consumption (TFEC) for peer-to-peer performance comparison: Group
1 (>15 million tonnes of oil equivalent (MTOE)), Group 2 (5-15 MTOE), Group 3
(1-5 MTOE), and Group 4 (<1 MTOE).

e The top-performing states in each group are Karnataka (Group 1), Andhra Pradesh (Group 2),
Assam (Group 3), and Chandigarh (Group 4).
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Front runner (>=60):

* Seven states in 'Front runner' category in SEEI 2023: Karnataka (score 86.5), Andhra
Pradesh (83.25), Haryana, Kerala, Maharashtra, Punjab, and Telangana.

Achiever (50-59.75):
* Two states, Assam and Uttar Pradesh are in the ‘Achiever’ category,

Contender (30-49.75):
 Three states, Goa, Jharkhand, and Tamil Nadu, are in the ‘Contender’ category.



. Front Runner @ Achiever Contender Aspirant

Performance of states and UTs under SEEI 2023



* Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE):

* BEE was established on 1st March 2002, under the provisions of the Energy
Conservation Act, 2001, under the Ministry of Power.

* The mission of BEE is to assist in developing policies and strategies for energy
efficiency with the primary objective of reducing the energy intensity of the
Indian economy.

* Functions: It is responsible for regulatory and promotional functions outlined in
the Energy Conservation Act, 2001.

» BEE has helped India reduce its energy consumption by around 3.5%.



* On which of the following can you find the Bureau of Energy Efficiency Star
Label? (2016)

1.Ceiling fans

2.Electric geysers

3.Tubular fluorescent lamps

* Select the correct answer using the code given below:

* (a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 3 only
() 2 and 3 only
(d).1, 2 and 3
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A school in Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala has unveiled a
groundbreaking innovation in education with the
introduction of India’s first Generative Artificial
Intelligence(Al) teacher robot named ‘Iris’.

Developed in collaboration with Makerlabs Edutech, Iris
aims to transform traditional teaching methods through
personalised learning experiences for students.



* Equipped with voice assistant and IRIS engages students in interactive
learning activities.

* IRIS responds to user queries, provides explanations, and delivers
educational content through personalised interactions.

* With a 4-wheel chassis and 5 degrees of freedom (DoF) movements, IRIS can move
freely and engage in hands-on learning activities.

* In August 2023, India inaugurated its first-ever Al school in Kerala.






* India received the Measles and Rubella Champion Award for
its exemplary efforts in combating these Diseases.

 About

 Awarded by: Measles and Rubella Partnership at the American
Red Cross Headquarters in Washington D.C., USA.

* Measles and Rubella are vaccine preventable
diseases (VPDs) and MR Vaccine is part of India’s Universal
Immunization Programme since 2017.



Measles : It is caused by a single-stranded, enveloped RNA

virus with 1 serotype.

e Symptoms include a high fever, cough, runny nose and a rash all over the body.

Rubella: It is also known as German measles or three-day
measles, is an infection caused by the rubella virus.

Symptoms include fever, red rash blotchy and swollen lymph
glands.







* Recently, Haiper — a company founded by former members of
Google DeepMind, TikTok, and top labs from research
academia, introduced a new text-to-video model.

 About

* The announcement came just weeks after the launch
of OpenAl’s Al model Sora, which is capable of generating
one-minute high-definition videos from text months.



Haiper’s model

According to Haiper, its model is a powerful perceptual foundation model-driven Al
that has been designed for a “new path towards AGI” (artificial general intelligence,
an Al software with human-like intelligence and the ability to self-learn).

Haiper is an all-in-one visual foundation model that allows everyone, with or without
technical training, to generate high-quality video content with ease.




The founders claim that Haiper brings forward cutting-edge machine learning with the
belief that creativity should be “fun, surprising, and shareable”.

Haiper offers tools such as tEXt'tO'Vldeol Users can go on to the website, log in with their email
animated static images, video repainting addresses, and start generating videos for free by
tools, etc. typing in text prompts.

While the short length (only 2 seconds at present) is a limitation , the company has said
that it is working towards extending the video outputs.

While OpenAl’s Sora is still not available for the public, Haiper is offering users to try its
tool for free on its website.



RISATto Repair Portal

T




The Department of Consumer Affairs of India (DoCA) has recently launched
the Right to Repair Portal India on the occasion of National Consumer Rights
Day 2022.

About the Right to Repair Portal

Aim: To provide consumers with access to repair information for their products
and reduce e-waste.




ision: The website provides information about the circular economy, which

is the new economic model that focuses on repairing and reusing products,
as opposed to throwing them away.

e This shift is in line with the government’s vision of creating a circular economy by promoting
mindful and deliberate utilisation of products instead of mindless and wasteful consumption.

Key objectives:

e The Right to Repair Portal India brings together information from different sectors including
automobiles, consumer durables, mobile and electronics, and farming equipment.



« It provides consumers with access to product manuals and repair
videos, as well as information on the price and warranty of spare

parts.
* The portal also allows consumers to submit feedback and
suggestions on products and services.

* Role: The website Is expected to play a key role in enabling
consumers to make informed decisions about the purchase
and maintenance of their products, and to promote a circular

economy model.



Dying Declaration



* In the Naeem vs. The State of Uttar Pradesh case on March
05, 2024, the Supreme Court (SC) ruled that a dying
declaration can serve as the sole basis of conviction if it
iInspires full confidence, without requiring further corroboration.




« What was the case about?

 The case Iinvolved Shahi

n Parveen, who accused her brother-

iIn-law (Pappi), his wife (Naeema), and Naeema’s brother
(Naeem) of setting her on fire.

» Despite affirming Pappi’s conviction based on the dying

declaration, the court aco
lack of specific evidence

uitted Naeema and Naeem due to a
against them. The judgment highlights

the significance of credib
proceedings

e dying declarations in criminal



What is Dying Declarations?

A dying declaration is a statement made by a person who believes
they are about to die, regarding the cause or circumstances of their
impending death. It is admissible as evidence in legal proceedings,
based on the belief that a dying person would be unlikely to lie.
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