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Modi announces 100
cut in LPG refill price

The decision comes ahead of Lok Sabha elections: Congress calls it a “poll gimmick’; thi

second cut in prices in six in Aug ahead of Assemnbly polls in 5 States

NEW DELHI

eeks before the
Lok Sabha clec
ns,  Pri
Ainister Narendsa Modl on
Friday announced a
tion in domestic LPG
s by 2100 a cylinder.
“This will significantly
ease the financial burden
on millions of households
across the country. espe-
et

pric-

s: rates were

Army officer abducted
from home in Manipur;
rescued in a few hours

The rise and fall

FoBowing the lasest

the price of 3 non-subsised 14.2ka LPG refi

Hot commedity: This is the
second reduction in cooking.

clally benefiting our Nari

Shakei. By 5

gas more we al- slections in five States.
50 aim t well-

ment was being made on

nineyear high of €1,103 per

14.2-kg cylinder to

With Friday’s cut, an Sirc
er will cast 803,

the of
tonal Women's Day.

This is the second re-
duction in Zas

< charge

Congress leader Randeep

Surjewala called the an-
an

prices in six

onths. Rates ek
Were cut by £200 per cylin. The CongressUPA go-
der in late August abead of  vernment used to buy LPG

at the rice,

s in
five States, including Mad-

va Pradesh and
Rajasthan.

That revision brought
down the price from a

which was 28% more than
the current price, but gave
it to people at less than half
the price by giving huge
subsidies.” Mr. Surjewala

sasdina
Mr. sur)ewa.l.u said the

public ar $399-T4i4, whe-
reas today. the government
buys it at 740 per cylin-
der. while an amount of
2900 to u 000 is charged
from the

Nod for subsidy
The Trinamool Congress.

“token cut~ and a “cheap
political stunt”.

©On Thursday. the Union
Cabinet approved the con-
of the

L
NEW DELHI

Amid the ongoing ethnic

e
launched by security fore-
es in the State, The Hindu

subsidy of $300 per 14.2 kg
cylinder for up to 12 refills

ing FY 202425 As
Aarch I, 2024, there were

more than 10.27 crove
PMUY bene: es.

The mment will in-
cur a total of

Ever

larives being ta

hawe been met with resistance from civilian Eroups. FILEPHOTO

er on
leave or on duty or their re-

since
the ethnic conflict began in

Meitei people and the hills-
Tribe

for duty in the State

Throughout last year,
the Kuki-Zo people have in~
sisted on removing Mand-
pur Police personnel from
areas like which
are dominated by their pe-
ople. accusing it of taking

ide

was not yet known.
was rescued

212,000 crore for 2024-25.

of eligible beneficiaries.

e late:
confirmed the same in a
post on X.

The Manipur Police is
said to have begun its in-

based
Ki-Zo people.

Ever since the conflict,
Army personnel posted for

duty in the Stan
met with resistance fr
Eroups like the Rel-

by the Kuki-Zo people of
State

~EW DELHI
Delhi CM and Aam Asdmi Pacty
1AAR) national convener Arvind
Mokl s Py (it

the Congress. » PAGE 2

INS Jatayu to

Mefra Paibis’; and of in-
stances when the women
were seen checking the Ar-
my personnel’s 1Ds to iden-
ufy their

I-T tribunal rejects

Cong. appeal against
T210-crore penalty

NEW DELHI

Expressing  disappoint-
memnt over the me Tax

party’s appeal against the
imposition of pennlly ror
discrepancies

y yaiars.

Congress st the impo-
sition of penalties of ¥210
crore by the Income Tax (I-
T) Department.

The party had moved
the I'TAT against the I-T De-

scon. The BIP
dels!

government has =
ately chosen the timing of

this to cotncide with the

nadonal Con-

s treasurer A_jay Maken
told The Hindu.

Maken termed the

T Dep.nmem s action 1o

take away funds from the

Centre warns
against offers
of jobs with
Russian Army
Devesh K, Pandey

Offers for

suppore )ubs
with the Ru:
ade

risk to life”, the Exter-
nal said on
¥riday. announcing that
stern action has been in-
itiated by the Central Bu-
reau of Investigation

1n, nationals.
The CBI on Thursday
i

Balancing act

history of the country, pald
income tax

Congress* legal cell head
Vivek Tankha said the ITAT
has not fol its own
precedents in this regard

and the party will be ap-
proaching the High Coure

Rahul, Tharoor. Baghel in
Cong. first list of candidates

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi will seek re-elec-
tion from the Wan Lok
Sabha seat in Kerala in the

He was

prominent names include
former Chhattisgarh CM
Bhupesh Baghel, to contest
from Con-

n
Delhi, Thiruvananthapu-
mbal

ram. Mumbai, A a,
Chandigarh, Madurai, and
Chennai
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Expanding Israeli
settlements a
“war crimme’” UN
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The UN human rghts office

Assam jail chief held after seizure of devices from inmates

GUWABATE

The Assam Police arrested

the superintendent of Di-

brugarh Central Jall on
o

gress Working Committee
member and sitting MP
Shashi Tharoor from Thi-

one of the 39 candsdates in

the party’s first

leased on Friday.
cme
3

. re-
Other

FuULL REPORT
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Singh.  the

and nine o

They have been
hunges strile in jail for &
fortnight, demanding

transfer to any prison in

s Superineen-
. Rakesh

¢ sections
fal Activities (Prevention)
Act and the Assam Prisons
Act in with the

Security
and lodged in the
eastern Assam since April
last year.

“objectionable materials™

found in the cell of the S&kh
exrem
mid-Fel

A (horough search op-

Undew mcmmnats Conbral bail Superintendent Mies: Das after he was
aerested under the UASA in Dibrugarh. #7

eration within the jail pre-
mises led t

o the seizure of

the flegal ftems that in-

<ude
pads, a spy

hones

d smartp!
equipped with remote key-
camera.

and

other cor atson dev-
ices_ Subsequent inquiries
vielded

supe‘mtenden( = hesatd,
Mr. Reddy Das’s
complicity in e it illegal ac-
quisition of the electronic
gadgers 1: serious con-
<cerns about the mainte-
nance of law and order and
national secur!

Hunger strike
He ako said the Sikh pri-
soners on hunger strike
were under

<cal suj

dress any health issues
The

Sarma on

ger strike in D#brugarh

Order the shifting e it
pal and his associates to
Amritsar_jail or_face the
Sonsequences...~ a caller

action
were being taken to ad-

behalf of Panmm said.




Modi announces 100
cut in LPG refill price

The decision comes ahead of Lok Sabha elections; Congress calls it a ‘poll gimmick’; this is the

second cut in prices in six months; rates were slashed in Aug. ahead of Assembly polls in 5 States

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

eeks before the
w Lok Sabha elec-
tions, Prime

Minister Narendra Modi on
Friday announced a reduc-
tion in domestic LPG pric-
es by %100 a cylinder.

“This will significantly
ease the financial burden
on millions of households
across the country, espe-
cially benefiting our Nari
Shakti. By making cooking
gas more affordable, we al-
so aim to support the well-
being of families and en-
sure a healthier environ-
ment,” Mr. Modi said on X,
adding that the announce-
ment was being made on
the occasion of Interna-
tional Women'’s Day.

This is the second re-
duction in cooking gas
prices in six months. Rates
were cut by 200 per cylin-
der in late August ahead of
the Assembly elections in
five States, including Mad-
hya Pradesh and
Rajasthan.

That revision brought
down the price from a

The rise and fall

The graph shows the price of a non-subsidised 14.2-kg LPG refill in Delhi

1,200 Following the latest
%100 cut, a non-
subsidised 14.2-kg
LPG refill would

cost ¥803 in Delhi
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Hot commodity: This is the
second reduction in cooking
gas prices in six months.
Rates were cut in late August
ahead of the Assembly
elections in five States.

nine-year high of ¥1,103 per
14.2-kg cylinder to ¥903.
With Friday’s cut, an LPG
cylinder will cost ¥803.

Congress charge
Congress leader Randeep
Surjewala called the an-
nouncement an “election
gimmick”.

“The Congress-UPA go-
vernment used to buy LPG
at the international price,
which was 28% more than
the current price, but gave
it to people at less than half
the price by giving huge
subsidies,” Mr. Surjewala

said in a post on X.

Mr. Surjewala said the
UPA government bought
LPG at ¥880.5 per cylinder
but made it available to the
public at ¥399-3414, whe-
reas today, the government
buys it at ¥740 per cylin-
der, while an amount of
¥900 to 1,000 is charged
from the people.

Nod for subsidy

The Trinamool Congress,
West Bengal’s ruling party,
dubbed the reduction a
“token cut” and a “cheap
political stunt”.

On Thursday, the Union
Cabinet approved the con-
tinuation of the targeted
subsidy of ¥300 per 14.2 kg
cylinder for up to 12 refills
per year for beneficiaries
of the Pradhan Mantri Ujj-
wala Yojana (PMUY) dur-
ing FY 2024-25. As on
March 1, 2024, there were
more than 10.27 crore
PMUY beneficiaries.

The government will in-
cur a total expenditure of
Z12,000 crore for 2024-25.
The subsidy is credited di-
rectly to the bank accounts
of eligible beneficiaries.
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PRICE BREAKUP IN DELHI (?/LITRE)
Base price 5632 | 5794
Freight etc 020 022
Excise duty 2790 | 2180
Dealer commission(avg) 3.86| 259
VAT 1713 | 1412
Retail price 10541 | 96.67

| CHART 1| B Excise duty collectad by Centre B Sales taw/VAT coliectad by states

CENTRALEXCISE & VAT/SALES TAX ON PETROLEUM PRODUCTS (% er)

Dec-April 2021-22 (P)— Excise duty: T 2,62,967 cr; Sales tax/VAT: €1,89,125 cr
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Crude bonanza

According to the sensitivity analysis of UBS, a $10 per barrel drop in
crude price reduces India’s oil import bill and, hence, current account
deficit by $15 billion.

99 103 102 Net oil imports (in $ billion)

94

84

FY12 FY13 FY14 FY15 FY16 FY17 FY18 FY19 FY20 FY21
L (Estimates) -

UBS estimates Brent crude average price at $39 per barrel in FY21  Source: Bloomberg, CEIC, UBS
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Can't live without teaching.
want my job back: Saibaba

oy the varsicy
rvice

and compensated for the lost years of se

links <

Court

Committee for the

ist . The
Defence and Release of Dr. Salbata comprising
ademicians, lawyers and Left politicia:

for all the six people who were released from jasl
after the court declared in its judgement that the
st

again:
a press meet In New Delhi, the

sing
Serear-old said he can‘t Mve without &

his job as a professor. rn

Officials asked to give proper

mea;

water to Sanjay Si

A Delhi court has directed the authorities
concerned to provide healthy and nutritious diet

inking water to AAP leade:
Sanjay

T and

ondi
Stay Guring production before courts outside
Dell -

Kejriwal launches AAP’s
Lok Sabha campaign for
Delhi, hits out at Centre

v's sl

mein bhi

jrivwal: AAP chief says his party’s MPs will become

vodceofcityspeopleml’anaduw says it could not even fight on all seats of Delhi on its own

The Hindu Bureau
~NEW DELMI

elhi Chief Minister
and Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) na-
tlonsl ~corvmmer M\dnd
Kejriws
nched his partys ok
Sabha campaign in_Delhi
with the slogan — Sansad
mein bhi Kejriwal. rabhee
Dilli hogee aur khush haal
{Delhi will be more praspe-
Bos it Wl Sl o Par-
Hiament as well
The AAP is contesting

dian National
opmental, Inclusive
Aliance (NDLA)  bloc

founded to take on the BJP-
ted T

Ardnd Kejriwal, Bhagwant Mann and other leaders.
Detni on Fraclay. SHASIE SHEKNAR SASHVAP

election campaign in New

Mann, termed the seven
HJP biPs of Delhl ~volce-
less™ and ed to “be-

Iaurching

o marly lZy-rs ago,
tiomal rty. He at-
:a-:ked the By led Central
rnment, accusing it of
Placing Ruzrellaa 1o gtwes vk

Delhi elected an ord

ppealed to the city’s resi-
Fohs o vote for the AAP
MPs in De! the

party does not “engage in
politics of hatred and divi-
sion~.

Wil reject
Delhi BJP chief Vl.rendra
Sachdeva said it was “as-

Alliance (NDA).
The Delhs Ch, whow-as

Dy the Delhi goverament.
“People from the BIP
and the L-G have tried 1o

Modi being

CM sEmanta Siswa

Sarrna after he arrived in the State on Friday. P71

PM Modi reaches
Assam amid rising
anti-CAA sentiments

The Hindu Bureau
SUWAHATI

reached Assam’s Ka-

n
evening amid rising sent-
ments against the Citizen-

stop. ? These people Goa. and G
hate the two crore s _AAP is contestine general
of 1y they

the Conyess) will_reject

ac:ompamed by his Pun-
Jab

the people of

so
the AAP will lase Alsnatlon-

al parey status.” he said_

undari
jects worth T18.000 crore
on s:

He will be the third
Prime Minister after fawa-
harlal Nehru and Rajiv
L to visit the

Mr. Mo anmd by a
t Salnibart

of legts!axion would
frame.

U.P. STF arrests smuggler who
reached Noida for wedding

ED raids premises linked to

Fight for Dalit vote hots up in U.P.

Landing in Noida for a wedding did not turn out
o be fun for 2 wanted liquor and drug trafficker,
who was

U.P--based ‘gangster’ and his as BJP steps up outreach and SP,

reward of

E

250,000 on his arrest declared by the

Banda Police, they said. Rathi has allegedly bee:
uor from

of Uttar Pradesh,

by areas to Delhi
the

trafficking from Odisha and nearl
NCR. including Noida and Greater Nosda,

agency satd. -

After two months. leopard
captured in Dehradun

A maneater leopard involved in several artacks
the ourskires.

on Jocals
capital was finally caged by
Thursday.

team on

of the Uttar:
afo{es(depanmm
.Almm\n;smforﬂ)elmlwn

had killed

Eovoy childiran b &lxgll and Galjwadi areas earlser.

Two special
department, patrolled the
range in the

teams. constituted by the forest

Singli area of Rafpur

districs where the leopard was seen
DFO

mar said.

Twelve <. O camera traps el fonr Tive
camoras Had been pu up in the area to spot the

leopard. he sasd. Vi
Tiving under

of the
fear of the big cat had

area who w
= Sigh of reflef

after news abour the capcure reached them.

associates; documents seized

NEW DELHE

The Enforcement Directo-

He is of fake business entities had

hel ille been set up to route the ill-
gotten m and to

cards  <olour to the ed funds

bing involving a
“gangster~ who has also
been accused of hel il-
legal Bangladeshi migrants
obtain  Aadhaar

ba: on
documents.

The agency has taken
action on the basis of sev-
eral first re-

r and political in-
fluence: and illegal con-
tions for sale. ~.._Irfan

struc
Solanki was involved In

ports (FIR) registered by

Tt ts alleged that AMr. So-

covered the pre-
mises of irfan Solanks, his
bro(her Rizwan solanlu.

in a luxurious three-floor
bungalow spread owver
Lo00 sq

Cong. rake up case of atrocities

NEWS ANALYSIS

uf Kumar
GHAZIABAD

The Bharatiya Janata Par-

State is simmering with Da-
anger over the death ofa

frves teenager in police fir-

ing in MEak area pur

district. On sday.

the Seate reeled under the

news of the father of one of

dressed the party’s Dalke

dairies having description
of fllegal receipes, invest,

ents in p. land
Gcals, and cash expenses

nd
Tire Dutiders Shauar Al

=nd Hajl Winel of Kanpes-
o the ED, its
pmbe “has revesled that

to about T40
crore to 50 crore, besides

Agra,
the Dalie capital of st

While Chief Minister Yo-

of
about €5 crore in a Mum-
based property.

Meghalaya’s Byrnihat most polluted ‘city” in India

SuwanAaTE
Meghalaya's Byrnihar, an
industrial town on the bor-
der with Assam, was the
most polluted ‘city” in_In-

dia during Fi a
released by the Centre for
Research on TEY an

urban centres across the
States in the northeast,
otherwise the

ST
Pollution: Contre for Research on Encrgy and Clean

most polluted city in the

Hapur in Uttar Pradesh
and s

part  of the

According to the CREA

Zarh were the third and the
fourth most polluted cities.

city in India for February
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corﬂgd PM2.S levels
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“The data
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quality monitoring in the
nor States  to
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by the Central Pollution
Control Board.

track air pollution levels ef-
fectively~ Sunil Dahiya, a
ith at

liberation in Urttar Pradesh
assumes greater signifi-
<cance coming just ahead of
the Sabha 5
In 2019, the BJP won 15
of the I7 reserved sears in
the State. which sends SO
members to the Lok Sabha.
The other two went to the
Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP).
However, rece:
suggest
21.1% of the Dalic
the total vote is very much
3 Caste
vote is broadly divided into
Jaravs (0.720. Pasts G350,
Valmikis ). Gonds,
o

Cleanest cities es.
Sivasagar, Silchar, Afzawl, for their
and tmphal recorded environment, are now wit-
PM2.S ng shift
concentrations below the due to i
NAAQS and were the clean-  trial operations, inadeq-
est cities in the region_ unate public transportation
2024. was the se- infrastructure, rampant party s
The other urban centres  cond cleanest city in India.  construc lacking efm-
in the which by Silchar from cient pollution control | 13%
made it to the list of 30  the area at the 23rd spot. measures, r con- | poll

most polluted cities in
dia in February were Nal-
bari ¢Sth). Agartala G2th).
G vahatt 9“) and Na-
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u-e worsent po.nuuon le-
wvels across t
Our of 11 clllﬁ ‘with con-
ambsent alr quality
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third cleanest was Vijayap-
ura in Karnataka.
However, none of the ci-
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guideline con-
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a2y and others (1650
Wi i B S SO
resz, it en

Sa reducing the BSP's vote
share to single digits. The
ecured around 19%

zer the iilak episode. They
he voting patern of
Vaimikis remained largely
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s de of 2020, but Ja-
v fury is a lot more diffi-
Qlt to handle. With the

possibility of Mayawati re-

Poll mode: Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Ad:
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Party’s —
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BJP rule. In the Assembly

son Muslim quota in
_ Also, after Raj
Sabha BIP sup-
porters are br. al
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the BIP rule.
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Meghalaya’s Byrnihat most polluted ‘city’ in India

The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

Meghalaya’s Byrnihat, an
industrial town on the bor-
der with Assam, was the
most polluted ‘city’ in In-
dia during February, data
released by the Centre for
Research on Energy and
Clean Air (CREA) said on
Friday.

The study, based on the
monthly average of (partic-
ulate matter) PM2.5, has
put the spotlight on hazar-
dous air pollution levels in
urban centres across the
States in the northeast,
otherwise considered the
greenest part of the
country.

According to the CREA
report, Byrnihat recorded
a monthly average PM2.5
concentration of 183 pg/
m3, which was around 60
pg/m3 higher than in Bi-
har’s Araria, the second-

Air released data on polluted cities in India. FILE PHOTO

most polluted city in the
country.

Hapur in Uttar Pradesh
and Rajasthan’s Hanuman-
garh were the third and the
fourth most polluted cities.

The PM2.5 levels in Byr-
nihat were also almost 1.8
times the PM2.5 concentra-
tion recorded for Delhi for
the same period, which
was the 14th most polluted
city in India for February

2024.

The other urban centres
in the northeast which
made it to the list of 30
most polluted cities in In-
dia in February were Nal-
bari (5th), Agartala (12th),
Guwahati (19%), and Na-
gaon (28th), highlighting
the worsening pollution le-
vels across the region.

Out of 11 cities with con-
tinuous ambient air quality

monitoring stations in the
northeastern States, six re-
corded PM2.5 levels
beyond the prescribed dai-
ly National Ambient Air
Quality Standard (NAAQS)
by the Central Pollution
Control Board.

Cleanest cities
Sivasagar, Silchar, Aizawl,
and Imphal recorded
monthly average PM2.5
concentrations below the
NAAQS and were the clean-
est cities in the region.
Sivasagar was the se-
cond cleanest city in India,
followed by Silchar from
the area at the 23rd spot.
The cleanest was Satna
in Madhya Pradesh and the
third cleanest was Vijayap-
ura in Karnataka.
However, none of the ci-
ties complied with the
WHO-safe guideline con-
centrations for PM2.5, the
study said.

“The data emphasise
the pressing need for sig-
nificantly bolstering air
quality monitoring in the
northeastern States to
track air pollution levels ef-
fectively,” Sunil Dahiya, a
South Asia analyst at
CREA, said.

“These States, once re-
nowned for their pristine
environment, are now wit-
nessing a concerning shift
due to unregulated indus-
trial operations, inadeq-
uate public transportation
infrastructure, rampant
construction lacking effi-
cient pollution control
measures, and other con-
tributing factors,” he said.

On the brighter side,
there was a significant im-
provement in air quality in
February with 36 cities fall-
ing into the ‘good’ catego-
ry. This was 14 more than
the 22 ‘good’ urban centres

in January.




Table 1. Recommended 2021 AQG levels compared to 2005 air quality guidelines

Pollutant Averaging time 2005 AQGs 2021 AQG level
Annual 10 5
3
PM:5, pg/m 24-hour® 25 15
Annual 20 15
3
PMho, pg/m 24-hour® 50 45
Peak season® - 60
3
O3, Hg/m 8-hour? 100 100
Annual 40 10
3
NOz, keg/m 24-hour® i 25
SO,, ug/m?3 24-hour? 20 40
CO, mg/m3 24-hour? - 4




REVISED AFTER 16 YEARS india's National

WHO | Then & Now Ambient
[T Average 2005¢  2021* [raerd
PM2.5 Annuaimean |10 (5 (NAAQS)
24-hour mean 25 15 B
ovto  |Ammualmean 120 [15 @
24-hour mean 50 45
0 Peakseason [Ns™ (60 M
8-hour mean 100 100
NO: Annualmean 40 |10 Gnglgo
24-hour mean NS** |25
50 24-hour mean 20 40 NO:
CO 24-hour mean NS*™* |4 40 | 80
- : SO
50 80
Average
(8 hour mean)
0;100; CO | 2

* micrograms per cubic meter (pg/m3); **NS - Not Set; PM2.5 & PM10 - Particulate Matters;
0: - Ozone; NO: - Nitrogen Dioxide; SO: - Sulfur Dioxide; CO - Carbon Monoxide
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A private tanker supplying water in Bengatuna. The
Sdmiriztration has copped the prices tamker water. THE FANDL

Misuse of potable
water to attract fine of
T5,000 in Bengaluru

BENGALURU

response to the water
s-:arcll:)' in Bengaluru and
the

and asmuwed swift action by
he board.

The order has raised
several questions. mclud-
ing how the ban on misuse
of

and Sew:
(BWSSB) has issued an or-
der prohibis the use of
potable water for non-es-
sential purposes, including
washing vehicles. garden-

Bengaluru Waser Supply
wage

are raged to report
wiol in their . S~
sistant engineer:

for and book offenders.
The order has sparked
some conoem. especially
residents of inde-
pendent houses that have
no access to treated water.

been
stall in-situ sewage treat
ment pl and ac-

ss to led ter,

any independent house in

ens
suse of wa-
Ram

The order comes a day
after the Bengahuru Urban

Centre warns against offers
of jobs with Russian Arimy

India is in talks with Moscow to b

back citizens d

into

in the Russia-Ukraine war:

action being taken by the CBI against agents and visa consultancy firms who conned people

NEW DELHI

flers for support
ojobs with the Rus-
sian Army made by

day busted a major an
e network by con-
in several

cities and collecting in-
= said

= helper but dhed fighting for
Chandigart:, Madursi, and

“Fraught with danger”
“We once again appeal to
indian nationals, do not be

e searches in con-
with

Randhir Jaiswal.
person of the Ministry.
CBI e ‘l‘hu.rsday

spokes-

districe
capped the prices of water
tankers.

Delhi, mruvananlhapw
ram, Mumbai, Ambala,

als to Russia on the pretext
of employment opportuni-

Hemil Mangukiya, centre. from Gujarst was recruited by an agent ==

on the war front. FEUTERS

away by the agents there.
were bel

Indian diplomat met
Afghan authorities’
in Kabul, says govt.

NEW DELMI

A senlor tndian diplomat

Taliban Forsign Affsrs
Amir ®han Muttagi.

sidened to be pro-Tallban.

FLE PHOTO

gun making the first

2021

That visic was followed by
renewed delivery of hu-
o

the country.

ties. No arrests have been  Pandey: ture  Visa “An_ 1n
made so far. Services 2, Chandi- led by mseu'em.ry PAD,

“These traffickers have . Punjab) and its direc- | Ministry of External Affairs
been operating as an or- for Manjeet Singh: Baba | is on a visit to

network and were  Viogs Overseas t- | tan... During the wvisit, the

Faring . Indian  nationals  ment Solutons (Dubab and held
through social media chan-  its director Fassal ul | with senior m s of
nels like YouTube, etc. and  AMualib Afghan  authorities.
also through their local Thia cetséra foctidd Sit | The delemmion el sl
contacts/agents for highly-  vidhya s b

id jobs in Russia. The- Kumar Palanisamy and nznasslsmnce m the
reafter, the 1y based op.le of Afghanissan and

reaching Russia.
ports were taken

in Russia) from Tamil Na-

on T Taliban's
Forelgn Rinisiry spokes-
person Abdul Qahar Balkhi
was the Rrst to announce
that Mr. Singh had met

with ~“Foreign Minister~.
“Mr Muttaqgi expressed
for the recent In-

du; Tomy and Job from Thi- | Chabal port by Afghan  dian rian and
Adven- rad ~ said v Spo- to Af-
ture bal Jaiswal. & the re-
and t Sharma J-P. Singh. the ofiiclal in- _ sumprion of projects by tn-
(Palwal, Haryana); - frakistan Afghan.  dia,  thelr  diplomatic
na, a Fesident of Mussia; | istanand lran
med Sufiyan Da- jssues, met Taliban's Fo- and the pfovlslon oroonsu
wood Ahm: rugar and | reign Affairs  in-charge lar services to
his wolfe Dovolia, St Makun || Amnfe - Shwtry~ Muttacl o - imrticilucty AR v

Chhippa (ijaslha.n)‘
is currently in Russia.

Mr. Singh had visited Ka-
Bbalin 2022 as India had be-

dents and patients,” Mr.
Balkhi said i a social me-
<tia post.

BENGALURI

Philanthropist and author
in Kannada and English
Sudha Murty was nominas-

ed to the Kajya Sabha on

Friday by President Drou-

padi Murma.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra in his post an X lauded
he 73-year-old's contribu-
ton i Giverse ficlds, say-
ing that her presence in the

Upper House was a

werful testament to Narl

Shakti (women power)™

S to The Hinde

m Thailand

four. Ms. Murty said the
ad come as a
Surprise and that

she was
particularly thrilled as it

ks
She chaired the Infosys
over two

cades, and
son

Delhi sub-inspector
kicks people offering
namasz, suspended

inspector Manoj Kumar
Tomar fol a protest
by local residents, con-
demnasion by political
leaders, and widespre.

outrage social media,

the incident went viral.

“Stepped on prayer mat”
The incident took place
around 2 p.m_, d Fri-
day prayers near the Inder-
ok metro station at Makki
Jama Masjid. A number of
residents used their
mobile phones to

footage of the policeman
kicking

tion of the road to offer na-
maz. video, he can
be stepping on the
prayer de-

men to leave the

Road blockade
After the

Backed by BrahMos, Navy base on Minicoy
Island to act as ‘gatekeeper’ in Arabian Sea

Dinakar Peri
MINICOY/KOCHE

Radars, jetties, airfeld and
rahMos

lok
road and demanded action

order. Paramilitary forces
ved.

Sea Lanes of Communica-
thon (SLOC).
This

Seany Chisf Admical 0. bari Kisnar and Lakshachwesp Administrator
Prafiud Khoda Patel at the commissioning of INS Jatayu #T

residential
prising 320 s
ficers and civilian defence

towers

ers®

sur-

ange
cruise

have also been deploy signifi- as well as 149
tension, prot- | cantas ese naval rom single
esters blocked the roads, | print, which
preventing  vehicular | search vessels, has seen New radar facilities a¢
n the
ook place Just a few days | Indian Ocean. Minicoy is  veillance 2 ana oaeial bat-
ahead of the month of | also just a few hundred teries of extended -
Ramzan. miles from the -
Joint ion to INS fa- missiles with a range

G of
Police (Central Range) Par-
and

tayu., mew infrastructure
nd 5

a
around 450 km will gve

need for heightened sur-
veillance amidst the pre-
vailing deve

Channel, the approximate-
ly 200-km wide area bet-
an i

bro has been given a
24.500 crore - contract
the

ween d Kal,
Suheli Par islands of Laksh-

reep. Situated ar the dp
of India's

2,800 meters. For Mmh:oy
there is plan for the deve-

nomic Zome (EEZ), it axm
serves as deterrent
e

vy's P-81 longrange mari-
time patrol aircraft

naval base

canwvas in the Indian Ocean
calls for fortification of

The Phase 1 construction
ol'l(axw base

asset. Ap.n from becom-
ing a tourist paradise, Min-
icoy” has potential of be-

lopments, Navy Chief
Admiral R. Hari Kumar
said. “INS Eaaz to the east
in Andamans and now, INS
Jatayu in the west at Mini-
<oy, will serve as the eyes
and ears of the Navy." he
st.

be the
~watch Reeper” Peor Bhars
the

two major plers and seven

ing'to threars.~
= Ly datel:

at of
said  Vice-Admiral

mmple(ed in 2011, was de-
signed to accommodate 10
ships. The Cabinet Com-

ik onk Secriey” St

of
Sea,” he mld The Finde.
There

ey Satayss,  1s crucial to
recognise the pressing

der, noting its proximity to
the busy

Nine Degree

Mt i Seas with the Ministry of Civil
Shekhar Sinha, former Aviaton and _ Airpo

Naval of India for ex-

pansion of Agarr istand alr-

field while Larsen & Tou

for
Phase IiA of Project Sea-
bird which will see the

cording to the Navy.

SC sends mixed signals as

NEWS ANALYSES

Enforcement (ED) In the
Supseme Coumt.
of the

born in
Shiggaon, in Karnataka, in
1950_ A graduate in com-
puter Science engineert
From the Indian thsttute of
Scsence. she was the first

cases hian ralsed questions,
both utssde the

politicians and State offi-

woman engineer atr Tata
: and L

cials ahead of the Lok Sab-
ha

tive Company.
cae o
w @

The Supreme Court,

hrough c check
i hideon political vendet
and one-upmanship

“strange and unusual~. Jus-
tice Trivedi even remarked

unnecessary Issue out of
nothing~.

This came when the Ma-
dras High Coust had re-
corded a prima facie find-
ing that the agency had no

th,

By Justice Bels
th

e
officials. The HI Court
had summed up ED's sum-
mons as “just an atempt to
It poss

ibility
of menurymg any proceeds
of crime as a resuls of any
criminal activity, which =
register

not so far ed by the
State
The States cla.lm thar the

actions of the ED, often in
cases in which the predi-
cate offence is not a sche-
duled offence under the

ED-States tussle becomes frequent

plainly refused to imtervens.

PMLA, violate the princi-
ples of federalism.

parties are at the Centre
and States, and keep intact
the object of punishing the
guilty while preventng
vindictive

In this case, l.he ED had
approached the top court
against the arrest of its of-
Aoer, Ankir Thwarl. by the

Tamil Mdu Dtxmom of

Vigilanc d Anti-Corrup
ton in a bribe case. Several
ED raids and searches
across the State had pre-
ceded Mr. Tiwari's arrest.
Again, in Rtay lastyear, &
Supreme Bench
headed byjusdne (now re-

creating an ~atmosphere of
fear~.
The top court was deal-

was. amol o
“implicate” the Chsef Mi-
nister in a

had
tion with the High Court.

money
fngs caes Hinked 2 €2.060-
liquor sca:

T There are also cases in
h the Supreme Court

has plainly refused to

intervene.

When former Jhark-

hand Chief Minister He-

mant Sore: s

ring ges in a land
.2 led
Justice Sanjiv Khanna

The court did not heed
his

ing wis! filed by
ot Congress go-

>
that the Court

o inves-

ceedings
Depury Chief Minister D.K.




Sudha Murty

Sudha Murty
nominated to
Rajya Sabha

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Philanthropist and author
in Kannada and English
Sudha Murty was nominat-
ed to the Rajya Sabha on
Friday by President Drou-
padi Murmu.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra in his post on X lauded
the 73-year-old’s contribu-
tion in diverse fields, say-
ing that her presence in the
Upper House was a “po-
werful testament to Nari
Shakti (women power)”.

Speaking to The Hindu
over phone from Thailand
where she is on a lecture
tour, Ms. Murty said the
nomination had come as a
surprise and that she was
particularly thrilled as it
had come on the Interna-
tional Women’s Day.“The
nomination has come as a
pleasant surprise, and [ am
doubly thrilled to be pre-
sented this honour on Wo-
men’s Day,” she said..

Ms. Murty, wife of Info-
sys co-founder N.R. Na-
rayana Murthy, has auth-
ored several books.

She chaired the Infosys
Foundation for over two
decades, and through the
foundation carried out sev-
eral philanthropic activi-
ties. She is the recipient of
the Padma Shri in 2006
and Padma Bhushan in
2023.

Ms. Murty was born in
Shiggaon, in Karnataka, in
1950. A graduate in Com-
puter Science engineering
from the Indian Institute of
Science, she was the first
woman engineer at Tata
Engineering and Locomo-
tive Company.




Member of Parliament, Rajya Sabha

Incumbent

Assumed office

8 March 2024

Nominated by Draupadi Murmu

Constituency Nominated (Social work &

Born

Spouse
Children

Relatives

Alma mater

Occupation

Awards

Education)

Personal details

Sudha Kulkarni

19 August 1950 (age 73)
Shiggavi, Bombay State
(present-day Karnataka), India

N. R. Narayana Murty

Akshata Murty and Rohan
Murty
Rishi Sunak (son-in-law)
e KLE Technological
University,
e Indian Institute of Science,
e Cornell University

Member of Parliament &
Chairperson of Infosys
Foundation

Children's writer

Padma Shri (2006)

Daana Chintamani Attimabbe
Award (2010)

Padma Bhushan (2023)




English

» Wise and Otherwise (2002)

e Mahashweta (2002)

e How | Taught My Grandmother to Read and Other Stories (2004)
e The Old Man And His God (2006)

« Gently Falls The Bakula (2008)

¢ The Bird with Golden Wings (2009)

e The Day I Stopped Drinking Milk (2012)

e Grandma's Bag of Stories (2012)

¢ House of Cards (2013)

e Dollar Bahu (2013)

¢ The Magic Drum and Other Favorite Stories (2013)
e The Mother | Never Knew (2014)

e Something Happened on the Way To Heavens (2014)
« The Magic of the Lost Temple (2015)

» The Serpent's Revenge (2016)

e Three Thousand Stitches (2017)

¢ The Man from the Egg (2017)

e Here, There, Everywhere (2018)

e The Upside Down King (2018)

e How The Sea Became Salty (2019)

¢ The Daughter From A Wishing Tree (2019)

e How The Onion got its layers (2020)

» Grandparents Bag of Stories (2020)

« The Gopi Diaries: Coming Home (2020)

e The Gopi Diaries: Finding Love (2021)

e The Sage With Two Horns (2021)

¢ The Gopi Diaries: Growing Up (2022)

e The magic of the lost story



Backed by BrahMos, Navy base on Minicoy
[sland to act as ‘gatekeeper’ in Arabian Sea

Dinakar Peri
MINICOY/KOCHI

Radars, jetties, airfield and
BrahMos supersonic cruise
missiles — the Indian Na-
vy’s newest base being es-
tablished on Minicoy Is-
land in Lakshadweep, INS
Jatayu, will have all these
and many more.

The upgrade is part of a
long-term capability deve-
lopment plan which offi-
cials and experts say will
shore up India’s security
footprint on the islands lo-
cated very close to critical
Sea Lanes of Communica-
tion (SLOC).

This is especially signifi-
cant as Chinese naval foot-
print, which includes ‘re-
search vessels’, has seen
massive expansion in the
Indian Ocean. Minicoy is
also just a few hundred
miles from the Maldives.

In addition to INS Ja-
tayu, new infrastructure
and facilities were inaugu-
rated at Karwar naval base
in Karnataka by Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh on
Tuesday. These include
two major piers and seven

Navy Chief Admiral R. Hari Kumar and Lakshadweep Administrator

Praful Khoda Patel at the commissioning of INS Jatayu. PTI

residential towers com-
prising 320 houses for of-
ficers and civilian defence
personnel as well as 149
single officers’
accommodation.

“New radar facilities at
Minicoy will augment sur-
veillance and coastal bat-
teries of extended range
BrahMos supersonic cruise
missiles with a range of
around 450 km will give
huge flexibility in respond-
ing to threats,” officials in
the know said.

“As we commission
[INS] Jatayu, it is crucial to
recognise the pressing

need for heightened sur-
veillance amidst the pre-
vailing geopolitical deve-
lopments,” Navy Chief
Admiral R. Hari Kumar
said. “INS Baaz to the east
in Andamans and now, INS
Jatayu in the west at Mini-
coy, will serve as the eyes
and ears of the Navy,” he
stated.

“Jatayu will be the
‘watch-keeper’ for Bharat
at the gateway of Arabian
Sea,” said Vice-Admiral
Shekhar Sinha, former
Western Naval Comman-
der, noting its proximity to
the busy Nine Degree

Channel, the approximate-
ly 200-km wide area bet-
ween Minicoy and Kalpeni/
Suheli Par islands of Laksh-
adweep. Situated at the tip
of India’s Exclusive Eco-
nomic Zone (EEZ), it also
serves as a deterrent
against any future adversa-
rial presence, making Ja-
tayu a “formidable static
aircraft carrier”.

“Unfolding geopolitical
canvas in the Indian Ocean
calls for fortification of
Minicoy Island, a valuable
asset. Apart from becom-
ing a tourist paradise, Min-
icoy has potential of be-
coming a formidable
gatekeeper of Arabian
Sea,” he told The Hindu.

There is already an on-
going effort for infrastruc-
ture augmentation by the
Central government in
coordination with Island
Development Authority
and NITI Aayog.

For instance, the NITI
Aayog has joined hands
with the Ministry of Civil
Aviation and Airports
Authority of India for ex-
pansion of Agatti Island air-
field while Larsen & Tou-

bro has been given a
%4,500-crore contract to
expand the runway to
2,800 meters. For Minicoy,
there is plan for the deve-
lopment of dual-use air-
field which will have a lon-
ger runway making it
capable of handling the Na-
vy’s P-8I long-range mari-
time patrol aircraft.

Karwar naval base

The Phase I construction
of Karwar base under Pro-
ject Seabird, which was
completed in 2011, was de-
signed to accommodate 10
ships. The Cabinet Com-
mittee on Security has
since granted approval for
Phase IIA of Project Sea-
bird which will see the
base expanded for berth-
ing of 32 ships and subma-
rines, along with 23 yard-
craft and include piers,
providing a berthing space
of more than 6 km.

“The centrepiece of
Phase ITA works is an icon-
ic Covered Dry Berth,
standing at a height of 75
metres, taller than the Qu-
tub Minar in Delhi,” ac-
cording to the Navy.

_‘



« INS Kadamba or Naval Base Karwar or Project Seabird is an
Indian Navy base located near Karwar in Karnataka.

« The Navy's aircraft carrier INS Vikramaditya is based at Karwar.
The Indian Navy is expanding the strategically crucial naval base
in Karnataka's Karwar as part of project 'Seabird'.

» Karwar is the home base of the only aircraft carrier INS
Vikramaditya
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TVS Motor displavs products
at auto exposition in France

TVS Motor C

CIVSM) is its

product range at one of Europe's premies auto
itions ‘Salon de Deux Roues, Lyon 2024° in

¥rance till March 10. On
RR 310. TVS

RTR 310, TVS Re

are TVS Apache
onin

motorcycles, electric scooters (IVS iQube S, TVS

X). and performance

scooter TVS Ntorg. TVSM

recently partnered with Emil Frey, a 100-year-old
enterprise with extensive distribution network
ket insigh

and deep market & es in

Europe, TVSM said_

Fund of Funds commits

X9.500 cr. for start-u

: SIDBI

SIDBI Chairman S. Ramann on Frldzy said the
committed

Fund of Funds for Start-ups
29,500 crore for the

(FFS:

Promition of e venmies

in the country. FFS facilitates funding needs for

startups through part
EB1registered Alternative

At

to more

cipation in

It of $5.500 crore
100 AIFs raising 56,

eczptu!

Investment F

000 crore
TiEcon

maore, the SIDBI Chairman sasd at the

Delhi 2024 conference here.

Now. consumers can pay

merchants in Ne

via UPI

The MIER G Brlt ey aiincinssil vhik vhis Uil
Payment Interface (UPD is now live

neighbour
codes to make

Nepal UPE e oy o QR

Socording to an oibcial statement. B the firse
phase. the partmership will enable Indian
consume:

rs to make instant,

secure, and

u
stores in Nepal by using
NPCH said @ the statement.

various
UPt-enabled apps. the

‘Food plate costs show vegetarian
thali prices rose 7% in February’

Crisil's monthly food cost assessiment shows a surge in onion. tomato prices pushed up
earlier. but a 2% sequential drop pushed the plate’s price to a 7

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

low: no

ian plate costs from a vear

Thali economics
Crisits monthly "Roti Rice Rate” shows onson price
e 38% Yo tast mont!

293

tomats prices

= Rice and putse
for 219

home—ool
5. rose 14

=Hows

£ thati
P = ot their lowest level
fines Juty 2023

hich accoune
et vegg

port on food plate cose Ut
led “Roti Rice Rate'
The repore. which flags

trends in food price gains
Shand of the sffcial Lot
inflation numbers, noted

surged 38%. The prices of

[T T—
expensive than =

Eenbed

pul
count for 21% of the cost of

veget. food
plate, also rose 14% and

20%, respectively.

“The decrease in the
cost of the non-vegetarian
thali was due to a decline
of around 20% year-on-

year in broiler prices on a
base of last fiscal.” Cri-

Broiler costs
. on a sequential
basis, food plate

e ian plate costs slid 9% year-on-year

due o lower supply.

Telecom
spectrum
auction set for
May 20

The Hindu Burean
NEW DELHI

this
":he P ofbird flu in

Pradesh and in-
cmx‘lng temperatures, as
well as rising =

costs dropped 2% from Ja-
nuary levels to hit 227.5,
their lowest level since july

!

pensive on a month-on-
month basis, rising to T54,
as broiler prices rose an es-
timated 10% from January

prices of
onion and potato, respec-
tively, while prices of toma-
to and pulses remained
flat,” said Crisil’s analytics
unit, which computes the
average cost a

Auctions for telecommuni-

cations spectrum in the
high bands of
800 m. . 900 Mz,

was
by u-.e Uraton cabiner n
Febru.
Whila the reserve price
on auc

‘India, four-nation EFTA bloc
likely to ink FTA on March 10’

Amiti Sen
NEW DELHI

india and the

European Free Trade Asso-
clation (EFTA), which m-
dudes S\nluerhnd l-ln—

nd
IJechlens(e‘n. = llkely &
1o egotiat

some EFTA nations
arce also likely to be
present for the

to investments worth $100
the f

EFTA TEPA is expected to
signed on Sunday as go-
officials and in-

ing to maltiple ces.

The EF
TA Trade and Economic  dustry
Partnership  Agreement  from

CTEPA) is cxpected to lead

representatives
all EFTA countries
and India have been in-

formed accordingly,” an in-
dustry official sa

Trade Ministers from
some of the EFTA coun-

of an EFTA country told
The Hinde busin
This is first FTA

Small savings interest
rates left unchanged

Vikas Dhoot
NEW DELHL
The Centre on Friday de-
cided to keep the returns
us small
schemes un-
changed for the Apriljune
guarter, quashing hopes of
S Pre-clection raise in rates
as was done ahead of the
Lok Sabha elections.
Rates on most schemes
have been raised over the
last six quarters, but the re-
wrn on

since April 2020.

PPF returns
The PPF's returns, as per
the formula, should have
been 7.51% for the
2023

er, as
per the central bank. The
Finance i has rea-
son PPF

which are also tax-free,
were ralsed to 8% in Aprl
2023 r to 8.2%
o St quarter.

.
ed in january
year’s round wi
“damp squib,”
operators

stocked up on enough air-
waves for 5G in

dons will take place on
April 13 and 14_
DoT indicated that tel-

Fabric maker
Donear mulls
I400-cr: plant
in Jammu

COIMBATORE

Bemowi Adpuamt antd.
Donear has bought

in Jammu for bulldlng e

plant which will be opera-

tional In two

business from this fabric.

252,74,000.70 crore In ja-
nuary AUM grew to
210,52.566.04 crore from
210,26,996.23 crore.

‘Liquid Fund inflows
surged 69% in Feb’

tors” commitment to disci-
plined wealth accumula-
ton,” AMFI CEO Venkat
Chalasani said.

EoUs, SEZs to
get RODTEP
sops until
September 30

NEW DELHI

The Centre on Friday an-

Oriented  Units

@OUs), accounting _for
about a quarter of India's
be eligible for

mumercy
and Industry Minister Piy-
ush Goyal said.

Exercise caution to keep biases away
from AI models, says Dell's Manakame

BENGALURL

Some believe artificial in-
coul

governments, and pu-
buc servloe bodies deploy
run their
crion elobally and ver
ensure fair treatment of
its customers and

Teja Manakame,
VP, IT IndiL Dell Technol-
ogles says. biases can Inad-

——

Teja Manakame

cising caution while de-
signing prompts to avoid
SUch unfair Biss to guard
against discrimination.
Talking to The Hindu
about ethical AL she said,
A1 must be honsx. fair,

the system based on e

prompts used to generate
results. She s exer-
"
*

okl etk Lhas anch
against prejudice. and
marginalisation of vulnera-

ble populations.” Ms. Ma-
also

Two States
unveil India’s
first critical
mineral licence
auctions

NEW DELIL

In a first, two States — Kar-
nataka and Rajasthan —
have

Display ‘use by date’, name
of caterer on prepared
food: FSSALI tells airlines

Ambwwani
NEW DELHI

The Food Safety and Stan-

for exploration licences of
critical and _deep-seated
minerals, while four others
raMsharashera,  Madhya

dards of India
(FSSAD has asked airlines
food

on
1y labelled and display key

A Dot are e ex-

miner:
gold, copper and lithium._

Other States

~So, six States were in ad-

vanced launch

auction for exploration li-
hra

‘use by date and time’ and

Siempty-Fiyteng; The FSSAL clarified aitfines can cbtsin one FSSAL
Scence and not separate licences in Gfferent States. BUSINESS UNE

0 ensure they comply with

the licensing norms, espe-

cially when selling pre-
fi

cences.

Chbhactsgarh. Madbya Pra

and private-label products.
“Thi. follows com.

desh, and are
e line and are expect-

A e
plaints by several passen-
gers that contaminated
food Is being served on air-
lines. This also Prnmp!ed
FSSAI to pull up some
Sirtines and caterers,

0 launch auctions
s ey days This is a
first for India~ Prathad
Joshi, Union M r for
Mines, told businessline
during an interaction.

Mr. Joshi had

handed over 20 blocks for
exploration to the States of
Andhy Bihar,

c Gujarat,

gricvances can be

App. says FSSAL

vances on the FSSAI's Food

staff of the afr-

lines, \\hld'x is  in-flight

food services,~ it add
FSSAT

flighs
and in-flight food service
providers ~shall comply~

Rnles and Regulacom, n-

dudrng FSS (Labelling and
Display) Regulations, 2020

“The flight shall
ensure the passengers are
well aware of the FSSAI li-

tive force”, she saAd AL s

cence of both the
as

now bussi- . Mahal

ocutcomes from  nesses of all sixes and in | rashira, Odisha, Rajasthan,
and Uttar

ow we useit.  applic: and Union Territories of

o~
£y without o
nition. The system inhe-
rently does not have any
bias but how &t
is

traimed.

The ourcomes will de-
pend on how we train the
models. the data sets we
use, and the des of
prompts_etc. Hence it is
crucial that the data sets
used for training models

ations..
“We see the us:

Jammu Kashmir and
Ladakh.

As pé- a Mlnes mimsu—y
official, Karnataka had in

. This
makes our lives mia and
enhances customer

Thences. As with amy tech-

this to augment human in-
relligence and our
Ms. Mana-

productivity,”
kame added.

the muction of
one block each of gold.
copper and lithium. While

auction

drive
The Authority akso stated
in its drive to

£ App. It said  applications. d
firms ng food to
the flights from flight kitch-

maust also n a sep-

cences in different States.
It added airlines selling

ct the supply chain of

inspe:
food served to in-flight pas-
it discr

well as the flight
which are airfines.
details in case of prepared
foods such as the name of
the Caterer, FSSAI licence
number, Date and Time of

sured on th
Slong with the other detatls
as_applicable as per ¥Ss

é

of three blocks — one each
of rare earth element, rare
metals and
e writer is with The
esslire)

(THa
Hindu busin
. |

and Display)
lations, 2020, m
FSERT 2aid th an
‘Also, they st inform
passengers that they can
lodge food-related grie-

re-

pancies in the

should
also indicate themselves as
“retailer in the licence™.

of “Kind of Business” In
FSSAL

“In_case airlines get pre-
food

atrpores and




‘India, four-nation EFTA bloc
likely to ink FTA on March 10’

Amiti Sen
NEW DELHI

India and the four-nation
European Free Trade Asso-
ciation (EFTA), which in-
cludes Switzerland, Fin-
land, Norway and
Liechtenstein, is likely to
sign a long-negotiated free
trade agreement on March
10, aimed at increasing
trade and investment
flows, job creation and
economic growth, accord-
ing to multiple sources.
The proposedIndia-EF-
TA Trade and Economic
Partnership  Agreement
(TEPA) is expected to lead

Trade Ministers from
some EFTA nations
are also likely to be
present for the
signing of the TEPA

to investments worth $100
billion from the four-coun-
try bloc into India over the
next 15 years generating an
estimated one million jobs,
officials said. “The India-
EFTA TEPA is expected to
be signed on Sunday as go-
vernment officials and in-
dustry  representatives
from all EFTA countries
and India have been in-

formed accordingly,” an in-
dustry official said.

Trade Ministers from
some of the EFTA coun-
tries are also likely to be
present for the signing of
the TEPA, a representative
of an EFTA country told
The Hindu businessline.

This is the first FTA
where India has got a com-
mitment on investment
and employment from
partner nations, an official
had said. The pact is also
likely to bring down the
huge trade deficit India has
with the bloc, officials said.

(The writer is with The
Hindu businessline)
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TRADE DEALS: A STATUS CHECK

PACTS BEING PUSHED -
BEFORE THE POLLS

India-EFTA deal:

To be announced Sunday PACTS CONCLUDED

India-Oman deal: 2022: India-UAE FTA
Legalscrubbingunderway 5659, 1 4ia_Auctralia

India-UK: Reviewed by interim FTA
PMO

FTAs EXPECTED AFTER ELECTIONS

A comprehensive India-EU deal: 7th round
India-Australia deal of talks ended last month
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to be realized Ve

MOdi sarkar ki I

Guarantee

Tap water connections to 14 crore houses

Hamara Sankalp
Viksit Bharat

(b 4

MAHENDER SINGH
MANRAL
NEW DELFHS MARCH 8

Ahead of Lok
Sabha elections,

ADMISSIONS TO relatively un-
known aze fee

Have strongly taken up matter with
Russian govt for early discharge: MEA

lations a day aftes conducting
searches at around 15 places in
ities —

CRACKDOWNIN 7 CITIES, INCLUDING MUMEBAI, DELHI

CBI says travel agents used student
) visas to push Indians into Russia war

Faisal Khan aka Baba Vlogs, who led
several Indlans to Russian frontlines

Ambala, Chandi .u g
‘l’huuv.\nanlh-lnul.ln) an

discounts. visa extensions —
these are soere of the ways travel

100 cut in LPG

a5 well as theee currently based
in Russia, had allegedly duped

adural  MUMEBAL MARCHS
“THE. i g the
(Russsan) aravy i that you well

ey etk sy
Wiichh w engire ehak yous gee

cylinder price

SUKALPSHARMA
FEEW DELHLMARCHS

Rs 300 ginder.

Following the announce-
srvent ing
commpanies (OMCs) — Indsan Ol
Corporation, Bharat Petroleumn
Corporation and Hindustan
Pesr

Cafein

agents from scross the country  Indkan youths, the ba-
3 The comes  sis n'unSL.nmy\)uL.inapply
o Russia and eventually being  3gainst the two for pec-
forced into the country’s war 3 yoriths — coe from Glsjarat T residenc: o
with Lsraine. the Central Burea:  and anothes from Tefangana —  ment there feels that all those
of Investigation has fous 1 00 the frocstines. Delping in these temes. 1o be
The agency made these reve- TINUEDONPAGE2  maven benefic. It will give you per-

BACK AT RAMESHWARAM CAFE

underlines

3 Foundation
\ Sudha Murty

DEEPTIMAN TIWARY
NEW DELFL MARCH 8
SUDHA

m AT CREATORS" L

ps
after ablast left 9 people injured. i

Sudha Murty picked
for Rajya Sabha, PM
‘nari shakti’

In 21, RSS-linked
magazine said her
foundation backs
tukde tukde gang
DEEPTIMAN TIWARY
NEW DELHI MARCH S
THE ANNOUNCEMENT of Sudha
Murty 25 a nominee to the Rajya
Sabbia shows the dis

tance rav-
glied Just over cwo years ago.
RSS affiliated

Friday. a week
Jehendm Al PAGE 15

BIP, TDP on
cusp of striking
poll deal, talks
in final stretch
LIZMATHEW

NE W/ DEL+ L MARCH
THEBJPis on the verge of strasng
mcl«mﬁald:\llw)ihll“fe;:gu

Desam Party (TD®
Sena Party (JSP) in Andhra
Pradesh and taking a majoe stride
Bowards bringing back one of irs
Sormer allies to the NDA fold..
TDP president N Chandsa-

B Paswan
Kalyan are awaiting another
Found of discussion with Unicn

CAN SENSE of Infosys LR, VRS PO
TIME AHEAD OF TIME
CONG'S FIRST LIST OF Prime Minister Narendra
posted on X': ~1 am delighied
that the President of India
nESudhaMurty 5
CONTINUED ON P
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nounced Tuesday by the
Professional Game Match
Officials Limited (PGMOL),
which appoints referees for
Presree:

NITIN SHARMA
CHANDIGART. MARCH 8

WHEN SUNNY Singh Gill blows
Whise e g..\n)e esctr gt

ot be st for
Jority of football followess ba-
thase of the two chubs. for

year -dd\nl.llheurrynigk.\ﬁ.\n_\
e Samily legacy.

o offi-
ctane the smaschbesoeen Crymial
=l LAton Town was an-

worn a turban in the English
Football Le. the an

s5.com

epaper ERDEER <

ma had d infosys and ics
foundatica, then chaired by hex.
S deltherainly mylng m desta
balise the Indian

that each side Wants to contest.

helping Naxals. lefrists ana
g

m B xeporl in Seprember
e B ches

nsiders, is ready o give the BIP
four to five seats of Andhra
Pradesh's 25 Lok Sabha seats

latzer s bargasning for

o

Sion below the Presmier League.

Jarnad Singh Gill told The fndsan

Express.

“Many of us will be seeing
oae of cur own officiating as 3
referee at the highest level of
fooeball in

The Gills are traitbiazers of
SoeEs wihen it commes to or
Indian descent officiating in
English football The famay has
its roots in Koks: Beniwal village

con PAGES

Sunny Singh Gill (left) with father Jarnail

brother Bhupinder

manent residency.” Faisal Abdul
AMutallib Khan &5 beard saying
while walking on the streets of
t Petersburg, in 3 video up-
YouTube in

who became th
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

INDERLOK, NORTH DELHI

Delhi Police officer
kicks men offering
namaz, suspended

ARNABHITSUR
NEW DELHL MARCH S

A DELHI Police Sub-inspector,
s . ep—

who rea
ing men ng namaz cuts
2 mosque on a road in Delhis

Inderick Friday afte:
spended with immediste ef-
fect potice said.

The officer was identified
Sub-Inspector Manoj Kumar
Tomar (35). in-charge of the
Inderfok police post in north
Delii The ir x

AN EXPRESS INVESTIGATION-PART 1
Over half of Ayushman beneficiaries
used scheme to access private care;
53% patients in five southern states

Post-Covid
spend in private
hospitals almost
twice thatin
Govt hospitals
KAUNAIN SHERIFF M

NEW DELHI MARCH &
OVERSDCyears since the Certre's

flxgship health insurance scheme
Ayushman  Bharat

and
i gt e Bdtarielon by whia
Indéar:

revesls
o e hrse 1= jainety funded
e

e Sector anyway
MOre ROSPILANSAEs0n CAses —
0% in urban areas 3nd 52 in -
ral aseas — this trend affieers that
for a big sextion of the popula-
5o that was dij L0 s s
for treatrment in private hos-
pitals. the Ayushman Bharat
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

TOMORROW PART 2:
OPF TREA

TMENTS

Kick-off to history: Premier League gets

Gilland

Singh
Singh Gill_frofessional Came Match Offtcints Lod

s | N |

Ayushman Bharat counter at AIIMS, Dedhi. Tashi Yot

NO.OF PATIENTS (% SHARE)

=i Private Hozpitaiz

= in Govesnment Hospitaiz

Cuts expenses,
expands health
care net, gives
Centre imprint
across states

KAUNAIN SHERI
NEW DEL HI. MARCH S

OVER TIME. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's

80
GO%
40%
20
SCALE AND SPREAD
Puthompitalz  Gowe Puthozpralz  Gowe hospitai
295 252cr | TaBTIESIer T24.0391Ser =
X proncunced in
(sawe) (a6%) | (S7%) (33%) muargs comunities, pas-
L ticularly Scheduled Tribes.
From a poltical Standpoint.
Total Torat 2 rsc
Saver 72BN TTCr scheme i integral 1o bullding
e W e hiealth s & state sul
ece. this scheme has a o
S’E‘D INPVT,GOVT Husrn'u.s It
himo
B0% f&m s9.14% 56.48% ment a key st ukeholdet in pro-
——— etites . Vidkng access 1o free healthcare
60%. 10 Citizerss acvoss states. irmespec-
40%. 30=27% 30.86% 33.52% e ofy which pary isin power.
S Ak g Studty of the RTT
20 veats th P iy
Z0i85 o122 Zoz3 24 s i the south. ruled mosly
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

first Indian-origin

near Moga in Punjab and moved
o England when Jamuail was just
starce.

20, Jarnail officiated his
fuisx Socal lengie game sad i

Sty brother Bbupinder is
afso a refesee. In fact, the si

referee

became the first South while watching and cheering
officiate in the- oad

same EFLmatchin
By

2021 And Last Jasuary, Brwipender
became the first Indian origin
pesson

S Bor Torc

community. The brothers then
played football & the local level.
With Sunsy even appearing for
frials for Qusens Park Rangers t
the age of
When he was 15. Sunny did

2 refereeing course and two
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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UPI GOES LIVE IN
NEPAL, FOLLOWING
TIE-UP WITH NIPL

THE NPCI ON Friday announced
that UPIl is now live in Nepal. UPI
users can scan QR codes to
make payments to Nepalese
merchants, an official statement
said. This follows a tie-up
between the National Payments
Corporation of India
International Payments (NIPL)
and Nepal's Fonepay Payment
Service in September last year.



UPI GOES GLOBAL

‘UPI Adoption and Use Case
UK X |
Toenhance .
cross-border |
payments
using UP1 IDS “FRANCE = - S umk-—-.
+ To allow UPI LG
paymants ayments made
for students, P v'::;emiunal \
tourists | BHUTAN
UAE— — b« BHIM UP| QR-based
Cross-border payments enabled
UPI payments
enabled Oh;AN ‘
| < < MALAYSIA
L? %;?w To facilitate
remittances L &mﬁﬁ‘;g’anb
using RuPay SINGAPORE ~—
cards and UPI PayNow n‘India via uP1
integrated
with UPI for
cross-border

transactions

OTHER ASIAN
COUNTRIES

UP1 QR payments
for countries like
Malaysia, Thailand,
Philippines,
Vietnam, Cambodia,
Hong Kong, Taiwan,
South Korea, and
Japan

OTHER EUROPEAN
COUNTRIES
Indian payment
channels to

be enabled in
Netherlands,
Belgium,
Luxembourg, and
Switzerland



UPI goes global:

R

Adoption in different countries

el India Briefing, media reports

Singapore, Malaysia, Thailand,
Philippines, Vietnam,
Cambodia, Hong Kong, Taiwan,
South Korea, Japan

Liquid Group (cross border
digital payments provider)

Jul-21 » Auvg-21 __» _ Sep-21 Sep-21
Bhutan  Malaysia Singapore

Royal Merchantrade ~ Monetary

Monetary  Asia Authory of

Authority Singapore,

of Bhutan PayNow

Oct-22 4 Aug-Sept 2022 Jun-22 ... 4
Netherlands, United Kingdom France
Belgium, Terra Pay, Lyra Network
Luxemburg, PayXpert

Switzerland

Worldline

Oct-22 2 Oct-22 >
Oman UAE

Central Bank of Oman Central Bank of UAE

Lulu Financials,

(Mashreq Bank)

London, UK

Nov-21

UAE
Network
International

Feh-22
Nepal
Gateway
Payments
Service,
Manam
Infotech

Jul-23

Sri Lanka
Lanka Pay
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UNIFIED PAYMENTS INTERFACE

Mauritius

Sri Lanka«




THE BIG UPI NUMBERS

Launched in 2016

9.41 billion

transactions
in May 2023
Rs 14.3 trillion ? L

(in terms of value)

in May 2023
260 million
users
Merchant payments
likely to reach
$1 trillion
by FY26

Available in more
than 10 countries




Kick-off to history: Sunny Singh
first Indian- orlgln referee in EPL

NITIN SHARMA
Chandigarh, March 8

WHEN SUNNY SINGH Gill
blows the whistle at London’s
Selhurst Park Stadium on Sat-
urday, he will become the first
person of South Asian origin to
referee a match in the English
Premier League (EPL). And in
doing so, he will be carrying
forward the family legacy.

Sunny’s appointment to
officiate the match between
Crystal Palace and Luton Town
wasannounced Tuesdayby the
Professional Game Match
Officials Limited (PGMOL),
which appoints referees for
Premier League games.

While the gameitself might
not be a marquee clash for a
majority of football followers
beyond those of the two
clubs, for the Gills, from Iver
near London,it’llbeamoment
for oenerations.

(From left) Sunny Singh Gill with father Jarnail Singh Gill and brother Bhupinder Singh Gill.

der.icalsnareferee. The sihlinos When hewas 15 _Sunnvdid

PROFESSIONAL GAME MATCH OFFICIALS LIMITED

stickwith me hecanicse T knewit






* The Supreme Court(SC) of India in the case Shailesh Kumar v. State of UP
(now State of Uttarakhand) 2024 has clarified the legal position regarding
the registration of First Information Reports (FIRs) and General Diary
entries by the police.

 The apex court has held that information disclosing the commission of a
cognisable offence needs to be recorded as an FIR in the designated FIR
book, rather than being documented in the General Diary maintained by
the Police under the Police Act, 1861.

* The court emphasised that a General Diary entry cannot precede the
registration of an FIR unless a preliminary inquiry is deemed necessary.



Aspect

General Diary Entry

Record complaints and incidents for

FIR

Register a cognisable offence

Purpose administrative purposes or future . s
for investigation
reference
Hletiice of Both cognisable and non-cognisable Only for cognizable offences
Offense

Documentation

Distribution

Judicial
Oversight

Internal police record

Copies are not provided to the
complainant or Judicial Magistrate;
sent to superior officers

For public record

Copies provided to the
complainant, superior officers
and Judicial Magistrate

Magistrate may inspect General Diary
upon request

Magistrate receives copies of
FIR for oversight

Complainant's
Signature
Required

Not required

Required




* With reference to India, consider the following statements: (2021)

1.Judicial custody means an accused is in the custody of the concerned magistrate and
such an accused is locked up in a police station, not in jail.

2.During judicial custody, the police officer in charge of the case is not allowed to
interrogate the suspect without the approval of the court.

* Which of the statements given ahove is/are correct?

* (a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2
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* The theme for Lineman Diwas "Seva, Suraksha, Swabhiman' underscores
the linemen's commitment, sacrifice, and contribution to society.

* The event facilitated the exchange of safety hest practices, showcasing
safety equipment and tools, and screening videos to reinforce workplace
safety protocols.



Transforming the Power Sector in India

From power deficit to
power surplus by addition
of over 175 GW of
generation capacity in the
past 9 years

4th globally in Renewable
Energy Installed Capacity,
with 43% of its total
installed capacity from

SAUBHAGYA

renewables
2.86 crore houses
connected with elec:?iﬁi:ii;l: gIuEr'ut:htar'
electricity under
¥ DDUGJY

Procured price of LED
bulbs decreased by almost
90% between 2014 and
2019 under UJALA

Distribution losses of
DISCOMS reduced from
21.5% to 16.5% under
RDSS




State Specific Disaster



 Kerala declares man-animal conflict a state-specific disaster,
becoming the 1st state in the country to do so. In Kerala — This
announcement is due to Man-Elephant conflict which had claimed
lives of many people.



 Managing authority in India— Forest Department, as per
the Wild Life Protection Act 1972 unless it is declared as State
specific disaster.

 The chief wildlife warden of the state is the only authority to
take a call on a wild animal wreaking havoc in human
settlement.




* Responsible authority — State disaster management authority
(SDMA) as per the Disaster Management Act 2005.

At the state level — The Chief Minister 1s the ex officio
chairman of the SDMA.

 In the districts — The district disaster management authority
(DDMA) is headed by the district collector.

* Powers — SDMA can take actions overriding other normes,
including those under the Wildlife Protection Act.




State specific Disasters Declared State

Snakebite Odisha

Lightning Odisha, Kerala & Assam

Coastal Erosion

Soil Piping
Kerala

Strong Wind

Heat waves, Sunburn and Sunstroke




AN

CALL OF THE WILD <

AN Kill¢ d K D damade
2017 53 | 686 | 5,%1 37971
2018 | 50 | 349 | 83l 38,347
2019 | 36 299 | 9258 37971
2020 | 47 412 | 9139 1 38,347
2021 | 83 553 | 10317 ..y 56402
2022 | 94 472 | 6965 % 27183




SPIKE IN DEATHS IN LAST 5 YEARS

Deaths by wild animal attacks
2021 82

zozo_




NATIONAL WILDLIFE

Numbers need perspective

S Singh said that human-animal conflicts must be seen in the historical

perspective, "According to the January 1907 issue of indian Forester

had lest their lives in conficts with other species.” Singh
said that if we compare today’s situation with that of
. 1904, it will become evident that attacks by
~carnivorous animais have decreased white
clephant attacks have increased manifold.

gournal, India’s oldest document of forestry and wildiife, 2,167 deaths were
reported in the country in 1904 when India’s human popuiation was one-
fifth of the present population,” he said. “Of these deaths, 45 human deaths
were caused by clephant attacks, €01 by leopard attacks, 786 by

tiger attacks, 153 by wolf attacks, 88 by bear attacks, and
24 by hyena attacks.” He added: “As many as 555 people \

ACTION PLAN .
{2017 GUIDELINES) HUMAN-WILDLIFE CONFLICTS PEOPLE-INDUCED PROBLEM
Compe tion*

I Conductt o (::)a o The Indian government’s National
i | wildlife Action Plan 2017-2031 states:
Sl t pramary d State  Jwmagadh  “It is important to understand that

secondary data on — Human-Wildlife Conflict (HWC) is
HWC (Human-Wildiife rniadid D | e na largely a human-induced
Coqfﬁct’) %at&m'l, i | 2018-19 B3 e §7521L phenomenon, combined with species-
FCTRNAL T SLe ues 201718 s s = specific behavioural ecology of
Ascertain population . : S animals and external enwironmental
status and trends for | 2016-17 113 874 73aL factors.” m:::. a’;l bcondfeﬁct’»n;i:;gati?ge
various species involved — ; measures shoukd be develo on
in intensive conflict 2015-16 0 L:;.“ St ) basic premise of meaningful
situations with people 2014-15 oy I 78 341 119L engagement with and the
: ' : — 3 participation of ajl primary
Develop national and 201314 169 0 R 426L | 168L stakeholders,’ especiqlly tocal
regional conflict- R ] ; } ' oommumtios.»
mmgatzm ptans .2012 13 .:i« 7 Z_G‘BL ] s ~s
ekl e 2011-12 |1;n 43 438L 239L
official procedure for | 2010-11 i 51 2310 16.0L
payment of ex gratia
retief to the victims of 335er- 12850y
HWC
[~ TOTAL 23,071
Offer quick and 'Ngg:':'%& 36,568 - °:‘: e 162
proper medical /\_ \:2 Lot o
treatment and = )_Tw
rehabilitation support to - State . L &
victims < Junagadh o 4,209 >
= - . e /.'
3520 3'7:’3 2285 3,526 7~ N /S
~328 5= s 32 o328/
2,758 2874 ¢
G —— ) = o )
2. 414 ‘/,”'2 840\ ’7___"26; ~ __ - 2.838
2583 2,401 : 2,495
2010-11 2051-12 2012-13  2013-14 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 2017-18§ 2018-19 2'019-20~
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 Sea Defenders-2024 exercise is scheduled to take place off the
coast of Port Blair, Andaman & Nicobar Islands

 Sea Defenders, 2024 is a bilateral cooperation between
the Indian Coast Guard (ICG) and the United States Coast
Guard (USCG).
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» Japanese architect Riken Yamamoto was recently declared as
the winner of the 2024 Pritzker Architecture Prize.

* It is the highest international award in the field of
Architecture and referred as the “Architecture Nobel”.

» It has been awarded every year since its founding in 1979.

 Instituted by - Jay A Pritzker, the late founder of the Hyatt
Hotels chain, and his wife Cindy







« A Communications-Based Train Control (CBTC) system enabled
driverless metro train is set to commission in Bengaluru,
Karnataka.

« Communications-Based Train Control (CBTC) is a
modern system that uses radio communication to transfer
timely & accurate train control information.
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