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. The question isn't who is
going 1o let me; it's who is
going to Stop me.

-Ayn Rand



INTERNATIONAL
EDITION

20 Pages

Ty

SHOWN THE DoOR

Kerala Governor sacks
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Sena row: SC asks

Top court questions the way Maharashtra Speaker
declared Shinde’s faction as the ‘real’ Shiv Sena

NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court

on Thursday asked
‘hether -

rashtra S T Ral-ﬂ NBIA
“contradicted~ a

ska-
tive majority” as a criterion
to declare Chief Minister
Elnath Shinde’s faction as
the “real” s
“The Speaker says the
ITeak political parcy is dis-
which fac-

Som held the e legisiative ma-

NEW DELEI
The Congres='s top election
body is said to have cleared
S5 et i et g Wi
Rahul Ga Wayanad
:ons“n.nswy in ﬂw <oming Lok
Sabha polis. There is, however,
o official anncuncement from
the party. » PAGE S

Gaza sTRIF
China described the war in
Gaza as 2 “disgrace to
chilisation™ and called on
Thursday for an immediate
ceasedire 2= the conflict

reach = truce. B PAGE 12
“Inflation lil(dv
stayed over

in l-‘ebruary 00"

NEW DELI
Despite the pace of price risein
same food iterns like hastening.
i February, overall retatt
inflation & Skely to have stayed
2t about 5.1% in February, the,
Abea level 2 Iauiary; Bank of
Baroda st on

wons_.. 1s this
o what we had laid down

on May 117" Chief Justice of
india DY Chandrachud,

“The Speaker must not
base his decision as

which group constitutes
the political party on a

heading a  three-judge
Bench, asked.

1
cation petitions
against Mr. shinde, Mr.
Narwi had on January

o
lative majority at
the time Shiv Sena splin-
esredin 2022.

n May 11, 2023, a Con-
stitution Bench headed by
Chief Justice Chandrachud

made & clear that the
Speaker should not be
swayed by the factor of a
legistative majority.

blind of
which group possesses a
majority in the Legislative
Assembly. This is not a

of

should not be swayed by legislative majority factor

if Speaker contradicted verdict

A Constitution Bench had earlier held that Speaker lt said leadership struclure ouls:de the Legislative

game of numbers T r

Something laid down on May 117
structure. of 1 ladersmp D.Y. CHANDRACHUD
outside the ive As- it fustios of

sembly is

i 3
Chief Justice Chandrachud
had observed in the judg-
ment_

Different wings
The Constitution Bench
had differentiated between

the legislative wing, com-

posed of the MLAs of the

party. and political

wing of the party, made up
It had held chat the

answer to whic

was the real party houta

be gleaned from the sup-

port from the political
wing and not the numbers
on the legislative side. A
majoriey faction of the le-

Sonstrued as the political
party for the purposes of

the Tenth Schedule” the
May 11 judgment had not-
ed_ Senior te Kapil
S#bal, A.M. Singhvi and De-
vadutt Kamat said the
Speaker had also stumbled
by refusing to accept the
2018 Constitution of the
Shiv Sena party. which ap-
pointed Mr. Thackeray as
ressde:

to the issue

nobody had even talked
about it.” Mr. Sibal submit-
ted. Mr. Salve countered
that the documents pro-
duced by the Thackeray
camp before the Speaker
had been ~brazenty fabri-

Lar

case against the Speaker's

dection of Junary ¥0 wae
the

a
the
Speaker sasd he will not de-

High e sasd the
Thackeray camp could not
file petitions in multiple
courts at the same time ov-
er the same issue.

pend on this C
Be b was not filed with the
Election Commission of In-
dia. So, he went by a Con

Ssitution from 1999 when

the
Court declded to go ahead
and the case for further
Srguments in the
commencing April 5.

week

Life as usual

Thursday. » PAGE 14

erhans oblivous to the fact that International Women's Day fails on March 8, tribal woeen from Kotia village on the
s et St oo £0 about their daily chores. Not much has changed for these tribals, especially the women. ¥ RA

SC to consider contempt plea
against SBI for seeking time

NEW DELML

Chief Justice of India D,
handr: n Thursday

contempt petition aga!
State Bank of india (SBD
Chairman Dinesh Kumar
Khera for seeking time il
June 30 to provide com-
plete a.emns of electoral

Apeil 2019 to mm,mousry

fund policical parties.
contempt petition,

filed _’olnﬂy by ped:loners

The bank has sid it needs time Bl June end to provide detaits
Sbout electorsl bonds. REUTERS.

sion was ordered to pu-

biish the data obraimed
the bank on its official

e by March 13.

the bank has

Reforms (ADR) and Com-
mon Cause. said the Su-
preme Court, while strik-
ing down the electoral
rec:

put a spoke in the wheel by

on March 4, just two days
before the deadline. The
k said it needed time

@l June end o provide the
de-

the Election Commission
by March 6.
The Election Commis-

el abouz the bonds.

ng an oral mention-
1ng ln ot ot Thursday,
advocates.

ha Rathi, for (he conte:
the

nrempt
plea along with the SBI's
application  on
March 1)

The contempt petition
said the bank w:
ately trying to
detatls of donors and the

MORE REFORTS
»PAGES

Kashmiris ‘breathing freely’ since
revocation of Article 370, says Modi

SRINAGAR

Clatming tha the people of

targeted the Con-
and us allies over Ar-

mir is touching
new heights of progress
and prosp: after the re-
vocation of Article 370. Lo-
cals are able to breathe

has come after Article

370's removal. For de-

cades, the its
cm

Painte. enir: S8 LG Manoj Sinha presents 3 me:
Prime Minister Narendra Modi in Srinagar on Thursday. NISSAR AHMAD

allies misled the people of

we all were awaiting for de-
cades. This the new

rento to

faces are watched in the

Kashmir for which Shyama
Prasad

sacrif-
iced his life. Your smiling

so consider themselves as
partvaar,” he sald.
In a bid to strike 2 chord

Kashmir after the revoca-
ton of Artcle 370. “No
more youth are hit by pel-
lets or their sight. No
innocents gee killed. Youth
have

props r n
stones in their hands. The
ecosystem of terroism has
been dismantled. We al-
ways said that we will not

buy peace but establish
peace in * Mr. Sin-
ha said_

Reincarnation and realpolitik keeps
Dalai Lama’s succession in dilemma

MCLEOD GANJ

Esoteric questions of rein-
carnation rarely have real-
world political conse-
quenc& but many fear the

earch for a successor 1o
Tibet's Dalal Lama could
inflame regional rivalries.

The ear-old _spiri-
cual Teader, Temsin Gyatso,

shown no indication of
serious health issues, and
has said that his dreams
suggest he could live until
he is 113.

Bur as Tibetans prepare
to mark on Sunday the
65th_anniversary of the
failed uprising against Chi-
nese forces that led to him
fleeing into exile in India,
the guestion of who will
succeed thelr ageing leader

focus.

Tiber
keenly aware that his death

T

Dalai tama

for his tireless.

Leng
<campaign for greater autonemy for his Tibetan homeland. AFP

will mark a major setback

region. It would deprive
the cause of a Nobel Prize
winner whose moral t -
ings and idiosyncratic hu-
mour have made him one
of the world's most popu-
lar religious leaders.
expect China will
name a successor. That

believe their soul carries
on, living in a new being.
Tibetan monks tradi-
tonally choose the Dalal
Lama through a ritualistic
search lhal can take years,
seeking telital a
hild 1 the reincarnation
of a spiritual leader first

Lama,
who has Mved in exile i
the northern Indian town
of Dharamsala since the
failed uprising in 1959, has
floated the possibility of a

raises the of riv-
al nominations for the six-

century- T, i ng

chosen by exiled Tibe-
tans based in India, a re-
gional rival of China.

New being
While the bodies of pre-

He already ended the
posts political powers in
2011 in favour of an elected
o exile_



SC to consider contempt plea
against SBI for seeking time

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

Chief Justice of India D.Y.
Chandrachud on Thursday
said the Supreme Court
would consider listing a
contempt petition against
State Bank of India (SBI)
Chairman Dinesh Kumar
Khera for seeking time till
June 30 to provide com-
plete details of electoral
bonds purchased since
April 2019 to anonymously
fund political parties.

The contempt petition,
filed jointly by petitioners
Association for Democratic
Reforms (ADR) and Com-
mon Cause, said the Su-
preme Court, while strik-
ing down the electoral
bonds scheme, had direct-
ed the SBI to share details
of the bonds sold to anony-
mous donors and political
parties who had benefited
from the transactions to
the Election Commission
by March 6.

The Election Commis-

W= @ o
s Loy
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The bank has said it needs time till June end to provide details

about electoral bonds. REUTERS

sion was ordered to pu-
blish the data obtained
from the bank on its official
website by March 13.
However, the bank has
put a spoke in the wheel by
filing a nine-page applica-
tion in the Supreme Court
on March 4, just two days
before the deadline. The
bank said it needed time
till June end to provide the
Election Commission de-
tails about the bonds.
Making an oral mention-
ing in court on Thursday,
advocates Prashant Bhush-
an, Cherul D’souza and Ne-

ha Rathi, for the contempt
petitioners, urged the
court to list the contempt
plea along with the SBI’s
application on Monday
(March 11).

The contempt petition
said the bank was deliber-
ately trying to ensure that
details of donors and the
amounts contributed to
political parties anony-
mously were not disclosed
to the public before the
coming Lok Sabha polls.

MORE REPORTS
» PAGE 4

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Almost 60% of the funds
received by political par-
ties cannot be traced and
come from “unknown”
sources, including electo-
ral bonds, according to a
report by the Association
for Democratic Reforms
(ADR).

The ADR, which ana-
lysed the audit reports and
the donations declared in
statements filed by politi-
cal parties with the Elec-
tion Commission of India
each year, said that bet-
ween the financial years
2004-05 and 2022-23, the
country’s six national par-
ties collected %19,083.08
crore from unknown
sources.

At present, political par-
ties are not required to re-
veal the names of indivi-
duals or organisations
giving them less than
320,000. As a result, three-
fifths of the funds received
cannot be traced and are
from ‘unknown’ sources,
the report said.

Of the %3,076.88 crore
declared as income by na-
tional parties in 2022-23,
%1,832.87 crore — or more
than 59% —came from un-
known sources. Of this, the
share of income from elec-
toral bonds was 1,510.61

The vast majority of these
funds went to the BJP.

crore, or 82.42%.

The vast majority of
these funds went to the
BJP. During 2022-23, the
ruling party declared
%1,400.23 crore as its in-
come from unknown
sources. This amounts to
76.39% of the total income
from unknown sources de-
clared by all national par-
ties; the other five national
parties together have re-
ceived only ¥432.63 crore
from unknown sources.

The Congress came a
distant second, claiming
17.19% of the national pie
and declaring %315.11 crore
as its income from un-
known sources.

The other parties in-
cluded in the ADR’s analy-
sis were the Communist
Party of India (Marxist),
the Bahujan Samaj Party
(BSP), the Aam Aadmi Par-
ty, and the National Peo-
ple’s Party.



Predecessor

Founded

Headquarters

Number of
locations

Area served

Key people

Imperial Bank of India

(1921 — 1955)
Bank of Calcutta
(1806 — 1921)
Bank of Bombay
(1840 — 1921)
Bank of Madras
(1843 — 1921)

1 July 1955; 68 years ago
State Bank of India

27 January 1921
Imperial Bank of India
2 June 1806
Bank of Calcutta
15 April 1840
Bank of Bombay
1 July 1843
Bank of Madras

State Bank Bhawan, M.C.
Road, Nariman Point,
Mumbai, Maharashtra, India
India:

22,219 Branches

62,617 ATMs

International:

229 Branches in 31 countries

Worldwide

Dinesh Kumar Khara
(Chairman)m

Kameshwar Rao Kodavanti
(CFO)l2l

Revenue
Operating
income

Net income
Total assets

Total equity

Number of

employees

Parent

Subsidiaries

Capital ratio

Rating

W alvaids

A T473,378.14 crore
(US$59 billion)®! (2023)

A T93,582.84 crore
(US$12 billion)®! (2023)

A ¥55,648.20 crore
(US$7.0 billion)®! (2023)

A %6,317,052.20 crore
(US$790 billion)!®! (2024)

A T371,767.90 crore
(US$47 billion)®! (2023)

240,198 (31 December
2022)
¢ 106,429 officers
e 95 992 assistants
e 32,138 subordinate staff
e 5,639 contractual officials

Ministry of Finance
(Government of India
(57.5%)

SBI Life Insurance Ltd

SBI Mutual Fund (63%)

SBI Cards and Payment
Services Lid

SBI General Insurance (70%)
Jio Payments Bank (30%)
Yes Bank (30%)

Andhra Pradesh Grameena
Vikas Bank (35%)

Kaveri Grameena Bank
(35%)

Tier 1 11.03% (2022)\!

S&P BBB- / A-3/ Stable!®!
Moody's Baa3/ P-3/ Stable!®!
Fitch BBB- / F-3/ Stablel®!

khanl ol A
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Karunakaran’
daughter and
KPCC general
secretary
joins the BJP

The Hindu Burean
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Padmaja Venugopal, Kera-
ia [

Governor Khan sacks V-Cs
of two universities in Kerala

The V-Cs have 10 days to challe: the orders in Kerala Hi

vacate the positions

The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAN

Khan as Chancel-
lor of universities on
Thursday invalidated the

appolmiments of the Vice-
s of Caucul |J1l-

wersuy and Sree
charya University of San~
skait M.X. Jayaraj and M.V.

Anf Mohammed Knan

Vice-Chancellor of Digital

Com-
mktee (KPCC) ge: se-
and the Jace Kerala
chlef Minister X. Karunak-

ned

sreatly respect Sonia
(‘.andhl. but she has be-
come remote and Inacces-

unifying leader like Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.™
AMs. Venugopal sasd.

My

rm.-n their positios

Kerala, and P.M.
Mubaral Pasha of Sree T
rayanan Guru Open
fversicy. with the Pnivers.
ission

QGO seeking tw ks
o provide a clarification
on “the application of res-

tme from which
would apply™.
The Chancellor has not
let-

cellors and the point of
they

Court: Raj Bhavan directs them to
aying their appointments are found to be ‘not in terms with UGC regulations’

light of the law laid down
by the Supreme Court,” the
order read.

Mr.

ter subﬂ:\ltted by Prof.
Pasha tl

the sole name to have been
proposed by the search-

Board exams
for classes 5,

8 and 9 can
be conducted:
Karnataka HC

BENGALURL

Division Bench of the

ment to conduct board ex-
for the

‘Only farmer suicides
doubled under Modi
regime, not income’

ruNE

Nationalist Congress Party
ONCP) chief Sharad Pawar

ams as-

dul Kalam Technological

for appointment as Vice-
Chancellor. This contra-

wvened (he requuwnem

a panel of shortlisted

Ray Bhavan directed Prof
Jayaraj and Prof Nzlaya»

nan to vacate t
Citing. that privs Ppoint.
ments were found tw be
“not_in !errns with UGC
regul

“Therefore, #t (the ap-

o

ov-
er the fate of Saji Gopinath,

on_ the
ment of the first Vice-Chan-

treated as void ab initio in

In the case of Prof. Jaya-
raj, the selection panel in-

The two academics will
have 10 days to challenge
the orders in the Kerala
High Court.

| Telangana HC quashes Governor’s
order rejecting nomination of 2 MLCs

DERASAD

tssued on September 19 of
2023, the High Court also

¢S) of the Constitution of
india.

the - was open
Telangana Htigh Court on  sued by the State govern- for the Governor t re-exa-
Thursday quashed the or- ment on January 27. 2024  mine the issue of eligib!

der of L. of the on the re-

nomination of Dasoju Sra-
yan kumar and Kurrs Sa-

w:
ti-Left than ant-BJP.

Legislative ouncil
(Mu_u) nder Governors

Governor's order

ram and Amer Ali Khan as

e Kumar jukanti,
the two pleas,
sasd that o

powers under Article 171

commendation made
the Council of Ministers,
the court noted. The Go-

i
The names of Mr. Sra-

van Kumar and Mr. Satyan-

of of

classes 5, 8, and 9 as per

the schedule, beginning
1

tioning the correctness of
the single judge’s verdict.

Noticing that there was
no interim order restrain-
ing the authorites from

order is noc staved, the
same d_prolong the
Present siruation of ncer-

tainty, which is extremely
detrimental to the student

SRt pasty. Tha Clower:

The Bench also noted

alre. been
conducted for class 11, and

o T e Counct of aints
ters of  the new
Soverrinant, Sad by Chiat

=ty \n\derlzlnen all the

inst
vvh.ﬂe Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi had promised
to double Tareners® in-
come, it was the number of
farmer suicides that had in-
creased significantly dur-
ing the BIP's ten-year reign
at the Centre.

Mr. Pawar, the former
Union re Minister
in the erstwhile Congress-
led United Progresnve Al
liance government,

targeted by M. Shals at the
latters rally in Sambhajina-
gar earlier this week.

The NCP leader, who
was holding a rally in Lona-
vala (part of the M
Sabha),
Prime Minister's tall assu-
rances which came to

ground.

“PM Modi promised to
increase the farmers' in-
come by twofold. Has it in-

Sharad Pawar

mata Banerjee, while cen-
suring Mr. Modi's ad hori-
nem on  Ms.
Banerjee dunng his Bengal
visic

“During his speech in
West Bengal, PM Mo crit-

ple family. We
gether in the Central go-
vernment.

Should be § proud of her, but
he criticises her instead.
This does not fit within the

creased? The only thing
is farm-

er suicides. Is this Mr. Mo-
5 ar,

r
ing Delhi's bitter cold and
heatr..this PM

o-

of Congxess, which came
this January, re-

AN Khan as MLCs under
Governor’s quota.

wards the conducl of the
es s, 5,

and 9.

The single judge had
quash. State govern-
ment's decision to hold
board exams for classes S,
8,9, and 11 from 202324

can only gitve hollow assu-
Mr. Pawar said_

rances,”

Congress chief and West
Bengal Chief Minister Ma-

of
tary democracy.” he said.
also ed

“Modi Ki
considers whose money is

ing © publish these
riisements. answ-
er is that it is the people's
money.” he said_

Covishield vaccine demonstrated
more robust immune response
compared to Covaxin, says study

BENGALURU

A new study by a consorti-
um of 11 institutes, led

scientists from the Nation-
al Centre for Biological
Sciences (NCBS), has found
that the Covishield vaccine
demonstrated more robust

The study compared the

thint Covialield, leteraging
a virus vector to deliver thy

com- COMD-1S the

pamd to Covaxin. vaccines. ., Couanin. 3
The study compared the whereas the response to
immunogenicity of Covish-  bie insights into the n was _variable”

dy.
bnshed ln the journal The

Health
Sointeast & Asia, offer valt

these vaccin a study, carried out
V2, whh signif-  from June 2021 1o
cant impl ons for shap- assessing
ing e 51 par bet-
strategies. ween 18 and 45 years, from
The key findings state une.

Beating the heat

Water-bound: A flock of sgrets hersid the start of 2 Chennai sumener with 3 dip in the Adyar rver. &

NIA traces
trail of cafe
blast suspect

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The National Investigation
Agency and Central Crime
Branch of Bengaluru Pol-
ice: which have been tratl-
ing the suspected bomber
in The Cafe

case, have found new
leads. Sleuths have found

ru
night of

route to mislead the pr

supply price

The Hindu Bureaa

Kerala comes up with long, short-term
measures to prevent man-animal conflict

The Hindu Bureau
®ocH!

A it St G
among the long-term mea-
sures proposed by the Ker-

BENGALURU

L N A e

scarcity and skyrocketing

mnker prices, Bengaluru

district

capped water tanker pr-:-
a of 21,200

maranding wiid ‘Siéphants
hab-

proposed. The service

engaiuru
Urban district declared as
drought-hit
The ﬁl’ﬂel’ does not
specify the cost of a tanker
load for distances beyond
10 km.
cae
i

ment scheme

itiated 17 short-term mea-

The meetings of the in-

V-P asked not
to administer
oath to Naseer

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALUR

Close on the heels of the

Comimictee, the setring up
of a C

nata Party urg-
fox Vice Presidens P
t to adminis-

Centre in Way =y and.

are part of the measures ta-

would be used to remove
the undergrowth. accord-
ing to a set of proposals
submirted by the State go-

Eradication of invasive
plants such as senna, eco-

by re.

to the forest area will also
be explored.

i i vasese pl. v = C of the
Proposed by Kerala to contam human animal conflics.

Plans for protecting the

e also there in the
long-term measures sug-
gested state
gov

vernment.
The State has also in-

ter oath to the newly elect-
ed Rajya Sabha member
Syed Naseer Hussain, 22 re-
tired all-india services of-

Vice-President, who is also

ken 'd by the State | the Chalrman of RS. to put
vernment. the cath on hold.
Deployment of drones ey have urged the

for sur put it on

hold till the completion of

Kerala-owned OTT
platform launched

The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURANM

Kerala on  Thursday
launched a government-
own,

on other hand, is to on-

= Mr. Vijayan said.
_, Thelaunch of CSpace al-

Space with Chief Minister
Pinarayi vuxyan terming it
as a decisive
ward journey or\nla, atam
cinema.

Inaugurating
a function held at the
Tahi Thostre hive. the Chier
Minister termed It a pio-
meering initative  that
would give p
Aimns with artistic and cul.
tural value without hurting

and closure

judicial proceedings in the fikm
rais- ¥
- slogans Privats OTT platforms
by supporters of the | give prominence to films in
newly elected member. S er. weidaly. apaten
ce have arrested hnw since thelr prime
the ee persons in connec- | motive & to maximise pro-

fit_ The priority of CSpace,

he cutting edge technolo-
he said.

sles. 1
dslnn that

Cspace will onty seream

films that are already re-

leased in theatres s

that this is not a mowve lhal

will harm the interests of

or 275 and
shorter contents for much
lesser price.
Viewers can_download
Space app Play
Store and App Store.
G Amex



Kerala-owned OTT
platform launched

The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Kerala on  Thursday
launched a government-
owned OTT platform
CSpace with Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan terming it
as a decisive step in the on-
ward journey of Malayalam
cinema.

Inaugurating CSpace at
a function held at the Kai-
rali Theatre here, the Chief
Minister termed it a pio-
neering initiative that
would give prominence to
films with artistic and cul-

tural value without hurting
the mainstream film
industry.

“Private OTT platforms
give prominence to films in
the most widely spoken
language since their prime
motive is to maximise pro-
fit. The priority of CSpace,

on other hand, is to on-
board and stream contents
with artistic and cultural
values,” Mr. Vijayan said.

The launch of CSpace al-
so signifies leveraging of
the cutting-edge technolo-
gies, he said.

The decision that
CSpace will only stream
films that are already re-
leased in theatres signifies
that this is not a move that
will harm the interests of
the film industry.

CSpace will be managed
by the Kerala State Film
Development Corporation.

The platform, which op-
erates on pay per view ba-
sis, allows viewers to watch
a feature film for ¥75 and
shorter contents for much
lesser price.

Viewers can download
CSpace app from Play
Store and App Store.
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Parliament case: police seek

more time to file ¢l

1hi Police

heet

Seasions Judge Hardeep Kaur sakd that the
Investigation in the matter is at a crucial stage

time to analyse the stored
. and

e alans cemtedl, T’ ct

arrested and

sought their replies on the police’s application by
Atarch booked

11. All the accused were

under the

) Act.

Indian diplomat meets
Taliban minister in Kabul

A sensor Indan diplomat met Taliban ~foreign

Khan Muttagi in Kabul on

was on social media
by the Afghan side. Jitender Pal Singh who is in
charge of imporgant outreach to tran,

mes
SERIIA Aelegation. tadia doesn't

SBI took the
stand due to
pressure from
govt.: CPI(M)

NEW DELHI

Communist Party or
Il\dh (Marxist) on
day called for plolests

against the State Banl
dia for falling to

mnd
etatls  sbove  eloceoral

rected the SBI to provide
the details to the E
AMarch 6. The bank on
Monday moved the top
court seeking time tll June
30 to comply with the di-
rection.

“This Is an obvious pl
0 ensure that the duans oF
Slecsoral bomds not

Congress questions
‘hide and seek’ over
electoral bonds data

more time from the SCto l’urnlsh deunb of

NEW DELHI

itting out at the
e Bank of India

hiz corporate donors to

‘Political parties got
609% of funds from
unknown sources’

NEW DELIE

Almost 60% of the funds

¥ N
Former Union Mimister Jairam Ramesh says the SSI's
request for time until June 30 was ‘conveniently timed FILESHTTO

~. “The SBI's

people

‘Asked to furnish data on
the d
by March 6 Supreme
Court, the SBI had

ha

excuse was that its data on
sale and encashment of
electoral bonds Is decou-
pled to maintain anonymi-
v to the SBI, it

and seek in New India: Na-
ton_secks. Modi hidest”

would take months to
match the buyers of the
bonds is-

details of elec-
toral bonds in a few days
time,” the CPHM) Polit Bu-
reau said in a staternent.
it alleged that the SBI
“could have taken this un-
stand

tenable due o
the pressure of the Modi
government™.

Foca sines 2015 with the

general v 222
(oommurucanuns) Jairam

said in
posted on social media
platform X.

The former Union M-
nister said the SBI's re-

]

ter the upcoming Lok Sab-

the buyer 2. Hidden serial

was able to identify the
number and date of pur-
chase of expired bonds
when a political party tried
to encash these

r-
ties cannot be traced and
come
sources, Induding slecto-
ral bonds, according to
report by the ‘Association
for Democratic Reforms
(AD -
ADR. which ana.

)ysed the audit repores
B Aot Sataredia
statements filed by politi-

parties with the Elec-

The vast majority of these
Sunds went to the BJP

crore, or 82.42%.
The vam  majority of
funds

21,400.23 crore as its in-
come from unknown
This o

76.39% of the total income
from

clared by all national par-
national

parti
ceived only 2432 63 crore
from

cannot be traced and are
from

“The man who famous:
Iy said na

the report sasd.
or Lhe (3.07&3.3 crore

Rhaane dunca teont be
rupe nor allow corrup-
tion] is now Insisting on na

by na-
Gonal parties In 202223,
21,832.87 crore — or more
than 59% —came

na
Ifwon't tell, won't show].”
Mr. Ramesh alleged.

toral bonds was 1,510.61

ces.
The Congress came a

as its income from un-

unist
Party of India (Marxiso,
Bahujan Samaj Party
(IEP). Aam Aadmi Par
ty, and the National Peo-
ple’s Party.

85% of gig workers sweat it
out for over 8 hours, 65%
women feel unsafe: study

NEW DELHL

conducted

among more than 5.000
gig and platform workers
across 32 cities in the coun-
try has found that 85% of
them work

A survey

riders and within that, 2I%
work swea it out for fore
than

A wnoppmg 5% of wo-
men who responded to the
survey said they felt unsafe
in their jobs.

The survey conducted

Delhi-base:

S7% have been
drivers or riders

commerce workers” will
be a better nomenclature
to address them because,
without -mi

needs to be stpulated
beyond which the platform
must pay overtime.” the re-
port said_

Minimoem

1t also sasd that payment of
a minimum wage to plat-

J&K resident Gujjar
declared terrorist by
Centre under UAPA

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELMI

The Union Home Ministry

Reasi in jam

form workers will help | rist under the Unlawful Ac-
guarantee a fixed compo- ties Prevention  Act
nent in the income. CUAPA), 1967 It said that

menting on the in- | Gujjar is a member of the
stances of blocking the 1Ds | Lashkar.cTalba (LeD), a
of s ourfit.

The Ministry said in a
notification that Gupar is
an individual with an in-

The notficatton added
that Gujjar had been in-
volved in creating new ter-

Cabinet approves 42 hike in
DA for Central government
employees and pensioners

NEW DELHL

The Union Cabinet, which
met here on Thursday. de-
cided to release an addi-

on X, the Ministry said: | effect from
“The government The nc:
has the

tonal of Dear-
ness Allowance (DA) to
lief (OR) to pensioners with

nuary
roase will e four
ts over the

The report recom- The report asked plat- | tention to wage nst
by hal, regulations to en-  forms to address risi the country, and is in-
NGO, ‘recommended that  sure mpanies voices of income Insuffi- | volved in terrorist activi-
rnments an - blish fair and transparent clency and respond to | ties, which include “coor-
tors rename the gig, plat- ructures to pro-  worker demands such as ng. supplying,
form. tect gig m being S of of
as “gig” is b or by they charge | drones for of
ing taken up for a short pe-  compani per n or maki g unition, impro-
riod_ “Conside the physi-  separate payments for | vised ex ve e and
“Permanent gig work is ino nature of this  workers® bill, = cash and delivering and
an cxymoron.” the survey  work. the number of hours  keeps inflating as fiel pric- | managing  consignments
eport said adding that “e-  that are ‘regular’ hours rise. from across the border™

point
existing rate of 46% of the
pay/ pension,

Beneficial for lakhs
Talking to presspersons af-

nion M
Piyus! 1 said
combined impact on

nister
the

over the

Employees had also taken
ies  asking

malies in promotions, pen-
sion. and salar|

sal
This financial year, the
Centre will spend 215,014

the on
of both DA and DR would
e L S i

3 s will benefit
Sbout 4518 lakh Central

crore towards the payment
of DA

Other allowances
Mr. Goyal added that tran-
sport allowance, canteen

and 67.95 lakh pension-
said.

and
allowance will also be in-
by 25°

wal Pay C
Ahead of the Lok Sabha
elections, major unions of
Central government em-
ployees have decided to go
on an indefinite strike de-

anding Amplemenunon
of the ok penston scheme

an increased

to fund 9,400 crore an-
musally.

Citizens have right to
criticise revocation
of Article 370, says SC

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court
Thursday quashed an FIR
accusing a college profes
sor in Maharashtra of
i a

~happy in e~ to
the people of Pakistan on a
p of faculty

and parents.
“Describing the day the
abrogation happened as a
“Black ny' is an expres-
ston of est and

guish_ The rlghl to dissent

. observed.
Justice Oka sasd a “sim-

m
revoke Article 370 cannot
be used to lodge a case un-

‘Employees
were forced to
attend Modis
Srinagar rally”

SRINAGAR

J&K's former Chief Minis-
ters Mehbooba Mufii and
Omar Abduliah on Thurs-
day claimed that the Jak

der Section 153A
among diﬂ'e-

s
Tinistration. Sforead =Zo-

It is a wonder that I came out
of jail alive, says G.N. Saibaba

Abhina
MUMBAT

Deshpande

Former Delhi University
Professor G.N. Saibaba on
Thursday said it was only
by chance that he
Enmaat alive despite ex-
rienc -bruuu- a8
e, He was
presspersons afer being
from

o silence dissent, it noted.
“The C

tend the public rally of
Prime Minister Narendra

the Nagpur
Central jail.

The Nagpur Bench of
e Bo:

th mbay High Court an

Stadi mir i | Btarch S set aside liis Hre
in oist links

Cenzre. case, citing he fatlure of
Ms. Mufti, of | the 1o prove

the D!
Party (PDP). claimed the

beyond
ble doubt and deeming the

sua-
rantees freedom of speech
and expression. Every citi-
zen has the right to offer
criticism of the action of
abrogation of Article 370
or. for that matter, every
decision of the state,” he

assert
p ]

were herded at 5 am. into
wvehicles, ferrying them to
the PAs rally.
“Disheartening to see
employees being forcibly
mobilised to paint a pretty
picture that all is well past
2019." Ms. Mufti said.

for
under the Unlawful Activi-
ties (Prewvention) Act as
“null and void~.

Professor Saibaba, who
had been lodged in jail
since 2017 after a rrial
court in Gadchiroli convict-
ed him and others in the

Sigh of retlief: Former Delhi University Professor G.N. Sadraba with
hiz wide during a pre=s conference after he was relessed.

Union govt. extends
Ujjwala assistance
by one more year

NEW DELIE

Weeks ahead of the Lok

han Mantri Ujjwala Yojana
PMUY) will be covered
the

case.
about his health and the

awaited Professor Saibaba
outside the jail

of 5
he changed his mind after
requests from lawyers and
presspersons.

Describing prison life as

The S7-year-old wheel-
chair-bound professor ear-
Ber refused to speak to the

52 about his edght years

prison~

He asked who d
give him back the years
spenc in jail

<

2024, the eﬂecﬁve price of
for PMUY

Union
Piyush
Goyal after the meeting of
the Cabinet

The total

consumers IS EO3 per LPG
cylinder of 14 2 ke
LPG

of the

for the con on
212,000

rinasari
scheme will be
re.

The Centre had started
a targeted subsidy of 2200
per cylinder for up to 12 re-
fills per annum to the
PMUY consumers in May
2022 As on February I,

subsidy.” the government
Clammed.

Amex




Cabinet approves 4% hike in
DA for Central government
employees and pensioners

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Union Cabinet, which
met here on Thursday, de-
cided to release an addi-
tional instalment of Dear-
ness Allowance (DA) to
Central government em-
ployees and Dearness Re-
lief (DR) to pensioners with
effect from January 1.

The increase will be four
percentage points over the
existing rate of 46% of the
basic pay/ pension, to com-
pensate against price rise,
the government said. Oth-
er allowances, including
house rent allowance, can-
teen allowance and depu-
tation allowance, will also
be increased subsequently.

Beneficial for lakhs

Talking to presspersons af-
ter the meeting, Union Mi-
nister Piyush Goyal said
the combined impact on

The hike will be four
percentage points
over the existing
rate of 46% of the
basic pay or pension

the exchequer on account
of both DA and DR would
be %12,868.72 crore per an-
num. “This will benefit
about 49.18 lakh Central
government employees
and 67.95 lakh pension-
ers,” he said.

Mr. Goyal said the in-
crease is in accordance
with the accepted formula,
based on the recommen-
dations of the Seventh Cen-
tral Pay Commission.
Ahead of the Lok Sabha
elections, major unions of
Central government em-
ployees have decided to go
on an indefinite strike de-
manding implementation
of the old pension scheme.

Employees had also taken
out rallies asking the
Centre to address the ano-
malies in promotions, pen-
sion, and salaries.

This financial year, the
Centre will spend 15,014
crore towards the payment
of additional DA.

Other allowances

Mr. Goyal added that tran-
sport allowance, canteen
allowance, and deputation
allowance will also be in-
creased by 25%.

House rent allowance
has been raised from 27%,
19%, and 9% of the basic
pay to 30%, 20%, and 10%,
respectively.

Benefits under gratuity
will also be increased by
25%, with an increased
ceiling of 325 lakh from the
existing 320 lakh. For this,
the government may have
to fund 9,400 crore an-
nually.

%



Components of a salary slip include:
Basic salary

Dearness allowance

House rent allowance

Transport allowance

Medical reimbursement

Special allowance

TDS, Bonus paid

HRA
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Air India deboards woman
passenger at Delhi airport

flight AL 161 on March S and the passenger
mvolved was a senior corporate executive.
according to sources. In a statement, an All mdia
said a

1
Sritten assurance.” the spokesperson sald. re

Government raises MSP for
raw jute by X285 for 2024-25

wesghte:
average cost of pr tion_ “In the last 10 years,
the e it has in > for

from 22,400 a quintal in 2014-15 10 5,335 a
quintal in 2024-25, registering a growth of 122%.
M Coyal ankd. The decision I sxpocted & haip
Jute farmers in West Be Bihar, and Assa

r. Goyal sasd the Jute mrpomuon of india ucl)
il continae as the nedal agency to undertal
Price Support Operations. He said the JCI wm
procure jute if the market prices go below the
MSP.

Al knowledge
consortdum
formed by 12
organisations

The Hindu Bureaua
EW DELM

Centre to rope in ISRO
to provide Internet in
SO remote tribal villages

ponsible business practic-
es and

Twelve research Institu-
tions and think tanks have er
jolned fo SRy 3esh. Odishs v
ial Intellizenc E Ls xMa
Knowl o
CAIKC) in Indis, ~dedica
Abhinay Lakshman

NEW DELHI

he Tribal Affairs Mi-
T nisry is planning
to collaborate with

Slechl cvanuiglis Sra anal

on i
ploy V-SAT

he centrality of
Innovation-centricit
Congress MP Manish "l’é\l‘ -
ri sasd.

“le members Include

surmer Initiative.

on a pilot basis for around
S0 tribal villages in Jhark-
hand. Madhya Prade:

Odisha, and Mal

meant to brainstorm nno-
vative projects for tribal
develo,

>
——
Union Mirsster Arjun Munda presiding over a meeting o o projects for
empowerng tibat communites on Thursday. SPECAL ASRANGEMENT

—

ing, chaired by Tribal Af-
fairs Minister Arjun

t set V-SAT stations for tribal vill.
that are geographically remote and have difficult terrain

Somnath for empowe eribal
confirmed to The lirecdae communities.
that they were going to col-
ith
on this project and thar the the collab

mons
tabled at Thursday's meet-

n
Facion with the I1SK
posals Projects” with
other eminent institutes
such as the All India Insti-

% them ouE of reach of
connectivity for the lo
gest time.

Officials at the the Tribal AL
fairs

tute of
CALMS) Delhi, Indian Insti-

Science (1Sc) in Bengahsru

the pilot
project wou.ld be moni-
tored so that it could be

States as well, adding that
the goal was also to help

in Jharkhand.

anemia and in organising

after election

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

Thank vou [PM Modi]
for. !elh.nanons on my elec-
tion as the e Minister

the
Icorned b

akistan.
Significantly,

doctors and pa:a:nedkal
king

day, which said 3 would al-
ks between

United b‘ztes values its re-
with both 1
na d we want

0 see them have a produc-

m a

has been brought to set up

a similar specialised de-

partment for appropriate
and

e
ship,~ sal.d U.S. State De-

rson

partme: spokespel
Macthew m.ner ata rvegula

would wel-
d

in
with the IIT, Delhi and the
1R, Kolkar.

One other proposal was
also tabled to collaborate
with the ISc for setting up
a training facility which
will offer courses on semi-
conductor to tribal stu-
dents.

an.

p¢aceful talks between In-

la and Pakistan, but the
character

Jamrma: and Kashmir.

5th generation
fighter jet
project gets
CCS approval

NEW DELHL

India’s horticulture
production in

Fruit and pro-

The Cabinet C in
(CCS) has ap- | could touch 35525 million
proved the project for the | tonnes (MT) in 2023-24, ac-
de: pment cording to the first ad-
indias fifth-generation | vanced Soknatan or e

fighter jet, Advanced Medi- | and produ
Afrcraft (AM- | tural crops Sl by the
nion

steady at ISS2S
million tonnes

mated to be 1021 MT in

Centre estimates dip in
onion, potato production

fruiss is expected to reach
112.08 MT. mainly due to
increases in production of
ban. ma:

INS Kolkata assists vessels hit in Gulf
of Aden:; rescues 21 crew members

NEW DELHI

Indian Naval destroyer INS
Kolkata responded to two
of m

se is expect-
production of :ab-

24 (final
mainly due to Increases in
of apples,

. s by L

the Defence Research and ‘I‘hursday_ The area of
o

tion, defence sources con-
firmed on Thax - The

AMCA is envisaged as a 25-
twin-engine stealth

aircraft with an internal
weapons bay and diverter-
less supersonic intake

which has been developed

Hi s
Lxd . the production
cy for the project. has -
stiated manufacturing

estimates
at 355.48 MT in 28.44 mil-
lion hectares.

The data for 202223
show a 2 39% (8.3 MT) In-
crease & over

mangoes

In the first advance esti-
mates for 202324, the pro-
o

be

n
that of 2021-22.

s
about 355.25 MT. Aok
crease in area of 1
327 3akts Teectmren s B
4 ¢Airst esti-
iy omer agec el o <final
estimate).” the ment
“The production of

said.

bage., P
Kin, tapioca, tomato and
he vegetables,” it
While the production of
tomatoes is expected to in-
crease by 1.93% ower the
vear's

ter it was hit in the Gulf of
Aden crew
ced s shandom ship:

the production of onjons is

oth.
March 4, IS Solkata rea:

Sxpected to be around | ponded io a request from
25473 onne, much | MSC Sky I, a rian-
feas than the 30208 lakh d container vessel,
tonne of last year. which was hit al 7

of pm. 20
In 2023-24 is also 1 e of
to be lower at around | Ad

589.94 lakh tonne com
pared with around 601.42
lakh tonne last year.

e
MV True iderce
was reportedly hit by a
drone/missile,  approxi-

Rezcue mizsic

: The rescued crew,

personnel, were evacuated to DEbouti AF>

mately S5 nm south-west of
Aden, on March 6, result-
ing in a fire onboard and
cmlml Linfuries 1o some of

bers. INS
otkeaca, d»eplo)wed for mar-
itime security operations,
arrfved at the scene of ac-
tion at 4.45 p.m. and res-

in-

said that following the ar-

waters of Diibout

“All safe”

fighting team of 12 person-
chading the critically injured nel from INS Kolkata em-
the wvessel and

provided assistance in ex-

national~ the Navy said on  tinguishi the residual
Thursday. fire/ smoke. tionally,
“Cris medical  ai an  Expl -dnance

evacuated to Diibour later

cued 21 crew
ding

<l one indian

and the vessel is proceed-

O On MSC Sky I, the Navy  ing to her net destination.
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Maha Sivaratri significance

The Hindu tradition has many festivals and each one is
meant to propitiate a certain deity and further ones di-
vine quest: Among all the snspicious accastons, the one

the pre is Maha Sivaratri,

pray to Lord to dispel the
darkness of lgnorance and usher in the Heht of gnanam.
d Teruvid

3

ETTTT
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3 a3/6/9]7 2 5
69 4al7 52381
2 7s51/8394a86
587914263
461238597
9326758
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843596172
7 29341658

gal in a discourse.
As per the Hindu calendar, a Sivaratri occurs every
month. most auspicious one s the Siva-

Tacr alling in the -ra'mu month of Maasi during Krishna
en Parameshwara

Paksham. This i
form of

a fAame w
e i
Gods

the
n Brahma

and Vishnu defied
and the fee( ‘of Lord Siva. The

nd to realise the

ly icious
lev Parameshwara. Siva's form of a

for praying to

the Tight of that
real riches lie in god consciousness. There are four parts
ing sleep, offering prayers and
t3. On Maha Sharatei, fasting, forsaking sleep and do-
ing puja are important. One shouid start the day by offer-

m\lﬂl

1 ses
ameswara and read from Pannicrs Tirumural, 3 col;
le-:oon of 12 holy hich

ay that Siva
Siva Tingason this day in SIf the tempies.

i all the



Centre to rope in ISRO
to provide Internet in
80 remote tribal villages

This collaboration will see the government set up V-SAT stations for tribal villages in Jharkhand,

Madhya Pradesh, Odisha, Maharashtra that are geographically remote and have difficult terrain

Abhinay Lakshman
Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

he Tribal Affairs Mi-

nistry is planning

to collaborate with
the Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) to de-
ploy V-SAT (very small
aperture terminal) stations
on a pilot basis for around
80 tribal villages in Jhark-
hand, Madhya Pradesh,
Odisha, and Maharashtra
to bring Internet services
there, according to a pro-
posal unveiled on Thurs-
day at a Ministry event
meant to brainstorm inno-
vative projects for tribal
development.

ISRO chief S. Somnath
confirmed to The Hindu
that they were going to col-
laborate with the Ministry
on this project and that the
two bodies would soon
sign a memorandum of un-
derstanding to give pilot
connectivity (services such
as Internet, medical and
educational connectivity)
to these tribal-dominated
villages.

This proposal was
among the many that were
tabled at Thursday’s meet-

€,

Union Minister Arjun Munda presiding over a meeting on projects for
empowering tribal communities on Thursday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

ing, chaired by Tribal Af-
fairs Minister Arjun Mun-
da, on innovative projects
for empowering tribal
communities.

Various projects

In addition to the collabo-
ration with the ISRO, pro-
posals for projects with
other eminent institutes
such as the All India Insti-
tute of Medical Sciences
(AIIMS) Delhi, Indian Insti-
tute of Technology (IIT)
Delhi, Indian Institute of
Management (IIM) Calcut-
ta, and Indian Institute of
Science (IISc) in Bengaluru

were discussed.

The collaboration with
the ISRO will see the go-
vernment set up V-SAT sta-
tions for these 80 villages
that are geographically re-
mote and have difficult ter-
rain, challenges that have
kept them out of reach of
connectivity for the lon-
gest time.

Officials at the Tribal Af-
fairs Ministry said the pilot
project would be moni-
tored so that it could be
scaled up to other similar
tribal villages in other
States as well, adding that
the goal was also to help

with e-governance in these
remote areas. They added
that the Ministry was in the
process of identifying
these 80 villages in these
four States and soon the
modalities of the project
would be worked out.

Apart from this, the Mi-
nistry is partnering with
the AIIMS to conduct ad-
vanced research on tribal
health issues with special
emphasis on sickle cell
anemia and in organising
training programmes for
doctors and paramedical
staff working in tribal
areas. Plans are also on for
setting up a Bhagwan Birsa
Munda Chair of Tribal
Health and Haematology at
the AIIMS.

In addition, a proposal
has been brought to set up
a similar specialised de-
partment for appropriate
technology and entrepre-
neurship in collaboration
with the IIT, Delhi and the
IIM, Kolkata.

One other proposal was
also tabled to collaborate
with the IISc for setting up
a training facility which
will offer courses on semi-
conductor to tribal stu-
dents.
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RAJErCcy OvVerview

Abbreviation

Formed

Preceding agency
Type
Jurisdiction

Headquarters

Chairman

Primary
spaceports

Owner

Employees

Annual budget

ISRO

15 August 1969; 54 years
ago

INCOSPAR (1962-1969)
Space agency
Department of Space

Bangalore, Karnataka,
India

- 13°2'7'N 17°34"16 'E
Sreedhara Somanath

SDSC - TERLS

Government of India

19,247 (as on 1 March
2022)"]

%13,042.75 crore (2024)/]
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SRR Inflation likely stayed over 5% |R5Bank | mamwers
in Feb. too: Bank of Baroda touselocal | ST

Tata Motors to increase CV
prices by up to 2% from April 1

Tata h‘o!ors Ltd. has announced ll will increase
reial

ce of its comme

effective

the p
APril 1y up €0 2%, “The price Increase is to

applicable across the entire range of commerclal

Moody": et o Wednesday afirmed Tata Motors

Lzds Ba3 com

porate family rating.

NEW DELII

espite the pace of
| ) e

av mmcnlummllﬂurguplnFrn

= Sequentiaty, prices rase
fora€ ol she 2 commodities

In the first 5 day= of March,
e by 5.5 yoouy

to their J

two-way deals

MeUMBAL

The Reserve Bank of India
(RBD and the Bank Indone-

a Memorandum of Under-
standing (N here for es-
tablishing a fram k to
promote use of local

S.1% in February, the bank's economist Dipanwi- | Rupee (INR) and the
same level January, -("" bty ““’:’;‘ — =y “Wwe ex- | neslan Rupiah (DR} for
Bank of Ba:roda (BoB) eco- el e pect by

the C Price Index “'l‘he MoU on establish-

Prices of about half of
the 20 items tracked by the
bank’s Essential Com

ties Index (ECD saw some

TVS Supply Chain Solutions
adds warehousing capacity

TVS Supply Chain Solutions has added 6.50,000

5q.ft_of space to its m
ehouse at

odern. multi-client
- With this. the firm’s total

to 21.85 million 5q.ft_, creating 1 Jobs.
expansion is in line with its customers
needs, said the firm. have str: cally

pos!
in this new facility,” sasd TVS Motor Company
CEO X.N. Radhakrishnan.

FMCG to see subdued growth
till September quarter: Kantar

The fast-moving consumer goods (FMOG) sector
will have a = - growth wll

quarter due to factors, incl

an uncertain

Tuding
eutlook for the spxenlnmal sector, sconndlng to 2
data, Insights and consulting

report from
ar. The agr

ector has

s
and the \.rpcomlng general elections would not

of FM

oG

as
i WDlidpanel's FMOG pulse report. =n

up
iast month with the index

rising 4 2 y.o-y compared

-vithjanuzry‘s

Sharp uptick in prices
o atoes,
which rose 16.6%, toma-

Fo 2023 levels.
©On a sequential basis, pric-

ing a framework for coop-
eration in the area of cross-
border in lo-

et
near RBI's 4% target level.

JM Financial: SEBI
bars debt mandates

MUMBAL

The Securities and Ex-

Board of india (SE-
BD has barred merchant
banking

Led. from t -
s to act as lead manag-
er for the ic issue of

protect the integrity of the

However, JM _ Financial
can continue as lead man-
public issue of
debt securities for 60 days
for existing mandates, the
markets regulator sasd.
h

blished an interim ex-parte
order on its website initiat-

Moody’s pegs India’s
FY24 growth at 8%

found manipulating - tistical Of-
& its different | fice (NSO) in its second ad-
subsidiaries. The order O Ancon esti-
comes in the wake of RBI's mates released on
curbs on the group’s NBFC | February 29.

Oon Reserve

SEBI on pu-

st

‘Government capex

lndla and indonesia, i
at use

il
underpin India's
sconomic £
= rovely ment of an INKIDR foreign
local mmncses would np—
Bank Inda x
Shesioan

Das said real
GoP gxnwlhl:llkely o be

growth for Q4 of FY24 is
likely to be overshot.
ex-

ndia’s economic
growth,” said Moody's.

-~ the

e Re-
serve Bank of India said in
the statement.

‘After 3 years, steel demand to
grow in single digits in 2024-25°

fit for margins
ers by 110-115 basis points

Local demand has beer
ioming over December and
Jaruary, growing by just 6.5%.

in 202425, according to a
CRA

owth.
“\While these are early

trends, the numbers non-

Roy. Senior Vice- nmm

and Group Head of Cor|

Fate Sector Ratings at 1CRA.
n the external

5
multiple stractural bead-
winds in China have pro-
pelled its steel exports to a

seven-year high in 2023.
“With maost other large
steel-consuming hubs glo-
Iy also facing subpar
economic activities in the
term.

Govt. panel
backs higher
carbon tax on
coal imports

Beuters
SINGAPORE

A panel of officials from In-
dian Ministries has called

NBFCs, fintechs seek
RBI nod to offer
credit on UPI

coal rose nearly 10% in
2023 to 176 million tonne.

FCs to offer cre-
dit via the UPI payments
platform_

“We are hopeful that so-
mething like that will be

NBFCs be-

Cabinet approves

10,372 cr.

Tl haloars Cablise' on
a
tID_37l B2 crare corpus o
fu intelligence
mpm:ng infrastructure
and starc-ups in the Al
space. This corpus would
provide viability gap fund-
ing. subsidise projects that
may face steeper costs for
setting up cemeres and
other such facilitse:
It will also contribute to

Al corpus

for government use.
e corpus s the
Centre's largest direct in-
. even as ef

‘Auto sales rose 13% in
Feb. on 2, 3 wheelers’

The Indian auto retail seg

ent grew 13% yearon-
year (y-o-y) across vehicle
categories led by two- and
three- wheelers.

“2W, 3W, PV, tractors
and CV sectors registered
growth rates of 13%, 24%,
125, 11% and 5% respective-
= Augo-

‘with
ing allowed to find a way to
offer credit on UPI in some
form or factor, whatever it
may Because UP1 is the
most powerful transmis-
sion ool we have in this

country,” a source told
busin, =
Curremly, the central

cre-
dit lines to UPI customers,
which allows them to make

payments on credit
Eye!
“Most digital lenders (An-

challenges
cash flow ssues. it ety

©on UPI is not going to be a

India’s Maritime
Development Fund
likely by year end

NEW DELHI

India’s proposed Maritime
Development Fund - that

is likely to be ready by the
end of chis year, multiple
fhicials of the Ministry of

wants to make edit the same are Mari 1o)

UPE works 5 | it e Mrmsioe’  Fianel izl Blag Topemots
offering before they extend | and it will have participa-  cruise tourism activi-
it to more pl Given | ton from industry stake- ties like mechanisation and
the RBIL holders, instite-

n - tons and isting ports via PPP, etc.

policy change~ approach. Sources said two op-
some NBFCs are hopeful tons under in-

the current restrictions are
not permanent, and once
the central bank has ex-

extending the facility to
non-banks.

Howewver, other industry
participants  argued vol-
umes have been minimal
so far, as it is difficult for

~Private rs are

clude sesting up a dedicat-
ed maritime vertical under

Documents show the fund
is proposed to start with a

of 25,000 crore
over a seven.yearperiod.

second one
ng a standalone com-
pany with multi-agency
equity.

Leasing ships.

that is local. So we
want to do the entire value
chain here - that include
ship-building, flagging. ow-
nership

‘want to have up
o of the world's ton-

isms — debi. equity, VGF
and buyer credit support

nistry has shown Indian
shipping companies strug-
gle to grow tonnage “due
%o difficulties in accessing
requ.ired nance”, as there

is a mismatch in tenure of
loan offered (5 to 10 years)
versus life of vessel ( gener-

).

meani; Eame changer men: =~ practces  and | nagescon.Thatiswharthe
for the until is

non-banks are allowed to  drivenby pnme sector, so | Fund will work towards.~

and T.K. Secre-

official said. Should be allowed. a tary, Mi , Ports,

The regulator’s appre- nior industry id Shipping d Waterways

hension seems to stem MOPSW) told businessiine,

from a customer protec-

on the sidelines of a FICCI

Th
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RBI, Bank
Indonesia

to use local
currencies for
two-way deals

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI

The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) and the Bank Indone-
sia (BD) on Thursday signed
a Memorandum of Under-
standing (MoU) here for es-
tablishing a framework to
promote the use of local
currencies viz., the Indian
Rupee (INR) and the Indo-
nesian Rupiah (IDR) for
cross-border transactions.
“The MoU on establish-
ing a framework for coop-
eration in the area of cross-
border transactions in lo-
cal currencies between
India and Indonesia, aims
at promoting the use of
INR and IDR bilaterally, “
the RBI said in a statement.
The MoU covers all cur-
rent-account transactions,
permissible capital-ac-
count transactions and any
other economic and finan-
cial transactions as agreed
upon by both countries.

The MoU covers all cur-
rent-account transactions,
permissible capital-ac-
count transactions and any
other economic and finan-
cial transactions as agreed
upon by both countries.

“This framework would
enable exporters and im-
porters to invoice and pay
in respective domestic cur-
rencies, which in turn
would enable the develop-
ment of an INR-IDR foreign
exchange market. Use of
local currencies would op-
timise costs and settlement
time for transactions,” the
central bank added.

“The use of local cur-
rencies in bilateral transac-
tions will eventually contri-
bute to promoting trade
between India and Indone-
sia as well as deepen finan-
cial integration,” the Re-
serve Bank of India said in
the statement.
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Poll bond details delay: UNVELLS MULTIPLE PROIEC TSRO In big Al push, Rs 10,000-cr plan for
SC to consider contempt J& K breathes free... from computing capacity gets Govt nod
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[THE SUPREME Court said AT THE heart of the peti- with an outlay of Rs 10372 crore ina statement.
Thursday it will look into a re- tion seeking action against y p for the next five years. under ONE- mm*’"‘“ Minister of State for [T Rajeev
uest 1o list for bearing a petition SHI is the demand for dis- which the government will 2lio- Rs 300 per cyfinder ch_ma.._wum said in a post on
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In big Al push, Rs 10,000-cr plan for
computing capacity gets Govt nod

SOUMYARENDRABARIK
NEW DELHI, MARCH 7

THE UNION Cabinet Thursday
approved the India Al Mission
with anoutlay of Rs 10,372 crore
for the next five years, under
which the government will allo-
cate funds towards subsidising
private companies looking to set
up artificial intelligence (Al)
compute capacity in the country
and also allocate seed funding
for Al startups, and create a
framework for curating non-per-

OTHER DECISIUNS

DEARNESS ALLOWANCE
for govt staff hiked by 4%
to 50%; gratuity limit up
from I 20 lakh to325 lakh
ONE-YEAR extension to
Rs 300 per cylinder

targeted subsidy under
the PM Ujjwala Yojana

UNNATI 2024 Scheme to
push industrialisation in

the North-East approved
PAGE 10

sonal data, among other things.

“With AlMission... compute
power (will be) available to in-
novators, startups, students, and
educational institutions,” IT
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw said
in a statement.

Minister of State for IT Rajeev
Chandrasekhar said in a post on
X: “Al is one of the greatest in-
ventions of our time, this pro-
gramme will position us as a
force shaping the future of Al for
India and for the world.”

The Indian Express had first

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2



Under the India AlMission, the
government will look to establish
a computing capacity of more
than 10,000 GPUs and also help
develop foundational models
with a capacity of more than 100
billion parameters trained on
datasets covering major Indian
languages for priority sectors such
as healthcare, agriculture and gov-
ernance. Al Curation Units (ACUs)
will also be developed in 50 gov-
ernment departments. The pro-
posal also includes the establish-
ment of an Al marketplace
designed to offer Al as a service
and pre-trained models to those
working on such applications.

The implementation of this Al
compute infrastructure will be
done through a public-private
partnership model with 50 per
cent viability gap funding. If the
compute prices come down, the
private entity will have to add



INTERNATIONAL
62()@/%6/{2&
0%



« The United Nations has designated the year 2024’s theme as ‘Invest in
Women: Accelerate Progress’ with a focus on addressing economic
disempowerment, while the campaign theme for this year is ‘Inspire Inclusion.’




* International Women'’s Day has its origins in the early 20th
century, which arose from the labour movements in North
America and Europe.

* The first National Women’s Day was observed in the United
States on February 28, 1909, which was organized by the
Socialist Party of America to commemorate the 1908 garment
workers’ strike in New York, where women protested against
working conditions.



Later in 1910, Clara Zetkin proposed
International Women’s Day at the
International Women’s Conference in
Copenhagen.

1910 1911

The idea was unanimously approved, leading
to the first observance in 1911 in several
European countries, with over a million
participants advocating for women’s rights.



* The United Nations began celebrating the day in 1975, and two
years later, in 1977, the UN General Assembly invited member
states to proclaim March 8 as the UN Day for Women'’s Rights
and World Peace.






* Recently, the Artificial Intelligence (Al) start-up Anthropic announced
its latest family of Al models called Claude 3, stating that it “sets new
industry benchmarks across a wide range of cognitive tasks”.

* The family includes three state-of-the-art Al models in the ascending
order of capabilities — Claude 3 Haiku, Claude 3 Sonnet, and Claude 3
Opus.






e About Claude:

* Claude is a group of Large Language Models (LLMs) developed by
Anthropic.

* LLMs are a specific class of generative Al models that are trained to
understand and generate human-like text.

 The chatbot is capable of handling text, voice messages, and
documents.

* The chatbot is capable of generating faster, contextual responses
compared to its peers.



With the present state of development, Artificial Intelligence can effectively do which of the following?
(2020)

. Bring down electricity consumption in industrial units

2. Create meaningful short stories and songs

3. Disease diagnosis

4. Text-to-Speech Conversion

5. Wireless transmission of electrical energy

Select the correct answer using the code given below:

(a) 1, 2, 3 and 5 only
(b) 1, 3 and 4 only
(c) 2, 4 and 5 only
(d)1,2,3,4and 5
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* The first ever Global Cervical Cancer Elimination Forum (GCF) in
Cartagena de Indias, Colombia, secured nearly USD 600 million in
funding from the World Bank, Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, and
UNICEF.

* The funds will be utilised to enhance global access to vaccination,
screening and treatment for cervical cancer.



* Cervical cancer is a cancer that starts in the cervix, which is the lower
end of the uterus that connects it to the vagina.

* It's caused by a long-lasting (human papillomavirus) HPV infection,
which is a common virus transmitted through sexual contact.

* Cervical cancer is ranked as the fourth most prevalent cancer among
women globally.

e Despite available tools for prevention and elimination, it claims a
woman's life every 2 minutes globally, with over 90% of cervical
cancer deaths in 2022 occurring in low- and middle-income nations.






* Indian Government intends to initiate a three-phase vaccination drive
against human papillomavirus (HPV) for girls aged 9-14, aiming to
mitigate the risk of cervical cancer.



WHAT ARE THE SYMPTOMS OF CERVICAL CANCER?
% Unscheduled bleeding (during % Unusual discharge

or after sex, between periods) X Pain or discomfort during sex

X Lower back or pelvic pain

MYTH VS FACT

X Post-menopausal bleeding

Cervical screening checks for cervical
cancer

If your cervical screening comes back
abnormal, you have cervical cancer.

Older women do not need to undergo
cervical screenings.

Smoking is not linked to cervical
cancer.

0000

Cervical screenings are used to check
the health of your cervix and identify
cell changes.

An abnormal test result means
changes to the cervical cells, which
could potentially cause cancer in the
future.

Women aged 50-64 should undergo
a cervical screening every 5 years.

Around 20% of cervical cancers in the
UK are linked to smoking.



CONCLUSION:

If you are aged between 25-64, it is crucial to attend all your scheduled cervical screenings to
detect any cervical cell changes early on and get the necessary treatment.

Visiting your GP or gynaecologist at the earliest sign of any symptoms is also vital in detecting
cervical changes early and preventing cervical cancer.
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« SC upholds Rajasthan rule barring those with more than 2 kids
from police force.

 About

* Rule 24(4) of the Rajasthan Police Subordinate Service
Rules, 1989, which stipulates a maximum limit of two
children per candidate, is non-discriminatory and
constitutional.




* Rajasthan has a law which bars persons over two children on or after
June 1, 2002 or male candidates with more than one living wife to be
appointed in the Subordinate Police Services.

* “Population control and family planning” is a subject on the concurrent
list, which contains matters both the Centre and the states can legislate on.
Thus, several states have made laws to push for the family planning to opt two
child policy.




* In Javed vs. the State of Haryana, SC upheld the Haryana Municipal (Second
Amendment) Act, 1994, and consequently affirmed the two child-policy for
holding the offices of sarpanch or up-sarpanch in the state.




The Rajasthan Panchayati Raj Act 1994 disqualifies those with over two children
from contesting elections as a panch or a member.

The Odisha Zilla Parishad Act, 1991, bars those with more than two children from
contesting.

The Gujarat Local Authorities Laws (Amendment) Act, 1962, disqualifies those with
more than two children from contesting elections for bodies of local self-governance,
like panchayats, municipalities, and municipal corporations.







 Prime Minister Modi laid the foundation stone of the second
rocket launchport of ISRO at Kulasekarapattinam, in Tamil
Nadu.

* Why Is the new launchport located in Tamil Nadu?

* The trajectory followed by all launches from Satish Dhawan
Space Centre are longer as they follow a path which requires
the vehicle to skirt eastwards around Sri Lanka before taking
the actual southward flight. This consumes additional fuel.



* The new launchport will provide a natural advantage to ISRO'’s
future launches pertaining to the Small Satellite Launch
Vehicle (SSLV).



ON A MORE
DIRECT ROUTE

Second spaceport will be
used for smaller rockets

WHAT'S THE DIFFERENCE

» Dogleg manoeuvre is a
sharp tum that causes the
rocket to deviate from a
straight flight path

» This manoeuwre requires
more fuel in the rocket
which eats into the payload
capacity of the launcher
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« Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports organised the inaugural
of the finals of the National Youth Parliament Festival, 2024

 About

 Yatin Bhaskar Duggal from Haryana won the first prize in the
National Youth Parliament Festival, 2024.

* First National Youth Parliament Festival was organized
in 2019.



* The Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports through the Nehru
Yuva Kendra Sangathan (NYKS) and National Service
Scheme (NSS) has been organizing the Youth Parliament.

« Aim: These Youth Parliaments are aimed at strengthening the
roots of democracy; inculcate healthy habits of discipline,
tolerance of the view of others and to enable youths to know
about practices and procedures of the Parliament.






» ISRO 1s gearing up for the next lunar mission ‘Chandrayaan-
4’, to build on the accomplishments of Chandrayaan-3 mission
(2023) while attempting more complex objectives.

« Aim — To land on the Moon and also return rocks and
soils (lunar regolith) from the lunar surface to India.




* 5 spacecraft modules — Like Chandrayaan-3 it takes lander,
rover and the propulsion module along with 2 additional
components to return the samples from the Moon.

* Propulsion Module — Similar to Chandrayaan-3, the
propulsion module will guide Chandrayaan-4 in lunar orbit,
before separating.




* Descender Module — It will make the lunar landing, similar to
the Vikram lander on Chandrayaan-3.

* Ascender Module — Once the samples are collected and stored,
the ascender module will eject from the lander and begin
returning.

* Transfer Module — It will grab the ascender module and
getting it out of lunar orbit and will journey back to Earth before
the capsule with the rock and soil samples detach




* Re-entry Module — This will be the capsule carrying the lunar
regolith that will land on Earth.

« 2 separate launches — It is the 15! mission involving 2 launch
vehicles aimed at completing a single mission.

« LVM-3 — It will launch with 3 components (Propulsion Module, the
Descender Module and the Ascender Module).

 Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV) — It will launch
the Transfer Module and the Re-entry Module.




« LVM-3 is India's heaviest launch vehicle.

* If successful, Chandrayaan-4 will make India only the 4th
nation to bring back samples from the lunar surface.



ckyard Bird Count
BC) 2024

\
A



* ndia records 1,036 species for backyard bird count — third highest
globally.

* GBBC
* The was /aunched in 7998 in the USA and was initially restricted to
the USA only.

« GBBC is a citizen-driven scientific project aimed at counting and reporting
the details of birds in the area of their neighborhood.

* It was an initiative of Cornell Lab of Ornithology and the National
Audubon Society of USA.

« In 2013, it took the global stage turning into a global bird census.


https://www.iasparliament.com/current-affairs/prelim-bits-25-02-2023-upsc-daily-current-affairs
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 The latest data of World Poverty Clock showed India has
managed to bring down ‘extreme poverty’ below 3% of its
population.

* The World Poverty Clock provides real-time estimates until
2030 for almost every country in the world.

» It monitors progress against Ending Extreme Poverty, which is
the UN's first Sustainable Development Goal (SDG). The escape
rate calculates the current rate of poverty reduction in the
world.
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Software Engineering Course

CERTIFICATION via Singapore Academy

Blockchain Course
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CYBER SECURITY PROFESSIONAL

CERTIFICATION viasingapore Academy A 4

Cyber Security Course
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LET'S START TO LEARN SALESFORCE

Salesforce Admin Course
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DATA SCIENCE PROFESSIONAL
CERTIFICATION viosingap

Data Science Course
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LET'S START TO LEARN SALESFORCE

Salesforce LWC Course
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