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cHENNAT
The Madeas High Court on
cbserved that the

Trees in Corbett fell prey to nexus of greed, says SC

Court ‘amazed at audacity”’ of former Minister
and officials involved in felling of 6,000 trees

NEW DELHI

bieSapienie Coure
g N
Gemned the tegal
felling of over 6,000 trees
to construct bulldings, os-
rism

Park in Uttarakhand, as a
“classic case™ of nexuss bet-
een politicians and offi-
cials working to ransack
the environment for short-
term ends.
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was presented to Congress
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“The present case dep-
Scts a sorry state of affairs

a three-judge Bench head-
ed by justice B.R. Gavai
observed.

The court also directed
the Ministry of Environ-
ment, Forest and Climare

Change to form a special-

©On the “huge devastaton™
geased by the el fN-
ing. the court was
atnaned at the 2 audacl!)
of former Uttarakband For-

Kishan

for giving forest and wil-
dlife conservation laws a
compilete go-by and throw-
ing the public trust doc-
trine “into the dustbin™.

The judgment approved
au of In-

The Bench 2aid the State could not ‘run away” from

The Bench said Uttarak-

probe

into the case and directed
the agency to submit a re-
port in three months.

tigers needed the forest as

Bench approves CBI probe initiated into the case
and directs agency to submit reportin3

respons!

ed on the

“The presence of tigers
in the forests is an indica-
tor of the well-being of the
ecosystem. Unless steps

much as the forest depend-
tigers.

be

are taken for the protec-
tion of tgers, the ecosys-
tem which revolves around

s cannot be protect-
ed... Events like illegal con-
struction and ilicie felling

of trees like the one in Cor-
bett cannot be ignored.” he

e court sasd me pro-

Court wants panel to study if tiger safaris should
in buffer zones of animal reserves

The money would be used
exclusively for forest
restoration.

The Bench said in case

posed
tee < of the Ministry would

representatives
of the National Tiger Con-
servation Authority

INTCA), Wildlife lnslllule
of India. Central po-

wered Committee and a
Joint Secretary from the
Minssery.

Assessing damage
The panel would assess the

sreen
cover, quantify the cost of
restoration sdentify

ripheral areas of diger re-
serves

mend gumenna o lhe‘r
operat] The

would be applied on a p.m
India basis.

The committee has to
file its report in three
months.

The court sasd safaris al-

the

and officials nuponslble
for the d:

The court sasd the cost

individuals and officials.

need not be di: ",
ver, Urta”

o es-

tablish an animal rescue

centre in the vicinity of the
safari.

TROUBLE WITH RESORTS
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New frontier

Corridor, was inaugurated by

Tunnelling through: India's first underwater Metro train, P!

bying the Howrah Maidan-Esplanade section of
Prime Minister Narendra Mods on Wednesday. The section was developed at 2 cost of 24,955 crore. PT1PASE ©

t= Metro's EastWest

Hyderabad man forced to
fight for Russia, loses life

Speaking lo The Hindu,
AN Todia

Muslimeen pcesnaem Asad-
dudin Owaisi, wh

e 15 o i e
hammed Imran. the vic-
tim’s brother, said that af-
ter several amempts to

reach him, his family re-
ceived vs of his death on

elves
fighting on the frontlines
against Ukraine.
U &s survived by his wife

y  would fighting
al de the Russian
armed forces.

Despite this  develo]
ment, the nt as-

BJD, BJP hold parallel meetings to
discuss alliance ahead of elections

BHUBANESWAR

Amid reports of the BIP
d the ruli

e
Both parties, however,
did not come out with a
clear statement on the pro-
posed alliance.

After 2 meeting of senior
BID leaders that went on

as resolved
2036, Odisha will complete
100 years of its Statehood,
=
*

Prime

and lhe HJD and the Chief

towards this in
the greater interests of pe-
ople of O the

Ainister jual Oram said the

cing fetcitated by Od=na CM
Nwveen Patnai in Chandikhole, Odisha on Tuesday. sa

State unit of the BjP had

about the BJP and the BID
returning to the alliance. It
gathered momentum

cently.
Since  February st
week, Pri er Na-

Ensure Pakistan does not use loans
to foot defence bills, India tells IMF

¥ikas Dhoot
NEW DELMI

Taking a tough st
dia has batted for ~strin-
gent monitoring™ of any
emergency funds p

two separate official func-

owi
tributes to the late Biju Pat-
naik on the leaders .
birth

by the Mone
fary Fund GRE) to ies finan-
ially beleaguered neigh-
stan, stressing
that su must not
be redeployed towards de-
£ balls payment of
loans 2 other

countries.

India’s pus.iuon was pue
across to the I
tive board by it its nomines,
executive director Krishna-

o

ces

Pasistan's new government

funds may came with zome

nmediate talks with the

MF for extended support

offorts to acquire intermational
s

= Following the 2022 Noods
Sed externat shocks. the
Sconomy shrank n 2022-23;
Sores reserees collagsed

the time of going to press.
The development as-

sumes significance as Pa-

kistan's newly formed

= The IM5 oksyed o 35 billion
=tand-ty arrangemer

and beyo
IMF’s support had
helped cash-strapped Pa-
kistan stave off an immi-

did the zame last july when
the SBA

Indian  govemment re-

nent
crisis that &t faced last june
when forex reserves had

o yea T,

rihy
ing a recent review of an
$3 billion short

there has been speculation

He
not uster a single word e
the fafdures of the State go-

term

m
when the boara reviewed
the loan, India’s represen-
tative

ment (SBA)granted to Pa-

m vor-
ing agam, following which
the multilateral lender re-
leased a million
tranche to Pakistan_
However, this time, the

w© mn\-ey t6: the 1M board
the o put in place

to just $3.5 bil
lion, barely enough to pay
a month's import bill.

The INMF and Mr. Subra-
manian did not respond to
aueries from The Hindu tll

hit by severe floods in
2022, external shocks, and

year runs from July 1o June.



Trees in Corbett fell prey to nexus of greed, says SC

Court ‘amazed at audacity’ of former Minister
and officials involved in felling of 6,000 trees

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
T on Wednesday con-
demned the illegal
felling of over 6,000 trees
to construct buildings, os-
tensibly for “eco-tourism”
at the Jim Corbett National
Park in Uttarakhand, as a
“classic case” of nexus bet-
ween politicians and offi-
cials working to ransack
the environment for short-
term commercial ends.
“The present case dep-
icts a sorry state of affairs
of human greed devastat-
ing one of the most cele-
brated abodes of tigers i.e.
the Corbett Tiger Reserve,”
a three-judge Bench head-
ed by Justice B.R. Gavai
observed.
The court also directed
the Ministry of Environ-
ment, Forest and Climate

Change to form a special-
ised committee to study
and recommend whether
tiger safaris should be per-
mitted in the buffer areas
of a tiger reserve.

‘Laws ignored’
On the “huge devastation”
caused by the illegal fell-
ing, the court said it was
“amazed at the audacity”
of former Uttarakhand For-
est Minister and Congress
leader Harak Singh Rawat
and former Divisional For-
est Officer Kishan Chand
for giving forest and wil-
dlife conservation laws a
complete go-by and throw-
ing the public trust doc-
trine “into the dustbin”.
The judgment approved
the Central Bureau of In-
vestigation probe initiated
into the case and directed
the agency to submit a re-
port in three months.

The Bench said Uttarak-
hand could not “run away”
from its responsibility to
restore the forest to the last
tree. Justice Gavai said the
tigers needed the forest as

PN L TR =37,
The Bench said the State could not

Bench approves CBI probe initiated into the case
and directs agency to submit report in 3 months be allowed in buffer zones of animal reserves

much as the forest depend-
ed on the tigers.

“The presence of tigers
in the forests is an indica-
tor of the well-being of the
ecosystem. Unless steps

‘run away’ from its responsibility to restore the forest. GETTY IMAGES

are taken for the protec-
tion of tigers, the ecosys-
tem which revolves around
tigers cannot be protect-
ed... Events like illegal con-
struction and illicit felling

of trees like the one in Cor-
bett cannot be ignored,” he
said.

The court said the pro-
posed specialised commit-
tee of the Ministry would
comprise representatives
of the National Tiger Con-
servation Authority
(NTCA), Wildlife Institute
of India, Central Empo-
wered Committee and a
Joint Secretary from the
Ministry.

Assessing damage

The panel would assess the
extent of damage done to
the Corbett reserve’s green
cover, quantify the cost of
restoration and identify
the “delinquent” persons
and officials responsible
for the damage.

The court said the cost
of restoration would be re-
covered from these errant
individuals and officials.

Court wants panel to study if tiger safaris should

The money would be used
exclusively for forest
restoration.

The Bench said in case
the committee’s recom-
mendations were in favour
of having tiger safaris in pe-
ripheral areas of tiger re-
serves, it should recom-
mend guidelines for their
operation. The guidelines
would be applied on a pan-
India basis.

The committee has to
file its report in three
months.

The court said safaris al-
ready existing like the one
in Pakhro zone at Corbett,
need not be disturbed. It,
however, directed the Utta-
rakhand government to es-
tablish an animal rescue
centre in the vicinity of the
safari.

TROUBLE WITH RESORTS
» PAGE 6



CASE TIMELINE

Sept, ‘21: Activists flag rampant illegal tree
felling in Corbett for tiger safari project, say
state govt sought permission to chop 163
trees but cut thousands

Oct, ‘21: National Tiger
Conservation Authority
team visits Corbett, finds
allegations to be true

Oct 2, ‘22: Forest Survey of
India submits report to Central

and state governments, saying over 6,000
trees over 16 hectares had been felled.
U'khand government questions report, insists
‘only 97 more trees had been cut’

Nov 3, ‘22: NGT halts work on safari, forms
three-member committee to look into
FSI's charges

April, ‘23: Committee submits report,
confirms FSI claims. State government
questions validity of this report too
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e Jim Corbett National Park was established in 1936 as India’s first
national park.

* Originally named Hailey National Park after Sir Malcolm Hailey, it was
renamed in 1955-56 to honor Jim Corbett, a renowned
conservationist and author who played a key role in its creation.

* The park is located in the Nainital district of Uttarakhand state in
northern India. The nearest city is Ramnagar, located about 12 km
away.



* The total area of the Jim Corbett National Park is 1,318 km2 (509 sqg
mi). This includes 520 km2 (200 sg mi) of core area that forms Jim
Corbett National Park, plus 797 km2 (307 sgq mi) of buffer area
consisting of the Sonanadi Wildlife Sanctuary and reserve forests.

« Jim Corbett National Park is part of the larger Corbett Tiger Reserve
which was first to come under the Project Tiger initiative launched in
1973.

* The elevation of the park ranges from 1,300 ft to 4,000 ft (396 m to
1,220 m) above sea level. It has a variety of landscapes including
ravines, ridges, streams, marshes and plateaus. The Ramganga
River flows through the Patli Dun valley in the center of the reserve.



* The major rivers flowing through Jim Corbett National Park are
the Ramganga River, Kosi River, Sonanadi River, and Mandal
River.

 The Ramganga River is considered the “lifeline” of the park,
originating from the Gairsain region of the Lesser Himalayas.

* |t flows roughly 40 km east to west through the park before
entering the Gangetic plains near Kalagarh.

* The river Is supplemented by tributaries like the Sonanadli,
Mandal and Palain Rivers within the park.



Detailed Table of Animal Species in Jim Corbett

Species Type Examples
Mammals Royal Bengal Tiger, Asiatic Elephant, Leopards, Sloth Bears, Deers (Sambar, Chital, Hog Deer), Otters, King Cobra.
Birds Over 580 species including great pied hornbill, white-backed vulture, Hodgson’s bushchat.

Reptiles Gharials, Mugger Crocodiles, King Cobra.



Detailed Table of Animal Species in Jim Corbett

Species Type Examples
Mammals Royal Bengal Tiger, Asiatic Elephant, Leopards, Sloth Bears, Deers (Sambar, Chital, Hog Deer), Otters, King Cobra.
Birds Over 580 species including great pied hornbill, white-backed vulture, Hodgson’s bushchat.

Reptiles Gharials, Mugger Crocodiles, King Cobra.



New frontier

Tunnelling through: India’s first underwater Metro train, plying the Howrah Maidan-Esplanade section of Kolkata Metro’s East-West
Corridor, was inaugurated by Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Wednesday. The section was developed at a cost of 34,965 crore. PTI (PAGE 4)
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Ensure Pakistan does not use loans
to foot defence bills, India tells IMF

Vikas Dhoot
NEW DELHI

Taking a tough stance, In-
dia has batted for “strin-
gent monitoring” of any
emergency funds provided
by the International Mone-
tary Fund (IMF) to its finan-
cially beleaguered neigh-
bour Pakistan, stressing
that such funds must not
be redeployed towards de-
fence bills or repayment of
loans from other
countries.

India’s position was put
across to the IMF’s execu-
tive board by its nominee,
executive director Krishna-
murthy Subramanian, dur-
ing a recent review of an
ongoing $3 billion short
term Stand-By Arrange-
ment (SBA)granted to Pa-
kistan by the Fund last July.
India has usually abstained
from voting on loans
sought by Pakistan, and

Cup of woes

Pakistan’s new government’s efforts to acquire international
funds may come with some strings

e

m This week, PM Shehbaz
Sharif has mooted

immediate talks with the
IMF for extended support

= Following the 2022 floods
and external shocks, the
economy shrank in 2022-23;
forex reserves collapsed

= The IMF okayed a $3 billion
stand-by arrangement that
ends next month; India
abstained from vote

m In loan review this January,
India seeks stringent
monitoring of IMF money’s
end-use by Pakistan

did the same last July when
the SBA was approved.

In mid-January this year,
when the board reviewed
the loan, India’s represen-
tative abstained from vot-
ing again, following which
the multilateral lender re-
leased a $700 million
tranche to Pakistan.

However, this time, the

Indian government re-
quested Mr. Subramanian
to convey to the IMF board
the need to put in place
“checks and balances and
ensure a stringent monitor-
ing” of Pakistan’s utilisa-
tion of IMF money.

The IMF and Mr. Subra-
manian did not respond to
queries from The Hindu till

the time of going to press.
The development as-
sumes significance as Pa-
kistan’s newly formed go-
vernment, led by Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif, is
pursuing “immediate
talks” with the IMF to seek
additional funding sup-
port, including the $1.2 bil-
lion residual balance un-
der the SBA which expires
next month, and beyond.
The IMF’s support had
helped cash-strapped Pa-
kistan stave off an immi-
nent external payments
crisis that it faced last June
when forex reserves had
dwindled to just $3.5 bil-
lion, barely enough to pay
a month’s import bill.
Pakistan’s economy -
hit by severe floods in
2022, external shocks, and
sharp inflation — had con-
tracted in 2022-23.
The country’s financial
year runs from July to June.

A IN-X



$126.9 billion

Pakistan’s external debt
in September 2022

$3.09 billion

Forex reserves held by

central bank
———————————————)

$30 billion

Pakistan’s debt to China

$1.18 billion

The funds IMF could release
_  ©

23 21.55%

The number of Pakistan
times Pakistan | inflation,

has gone to highest in
IMF since 1958 | 48 years
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27 December 1945; 78 years
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International financial

institution

Promote international
monetary co-operation,
facilitate international trade,
foster sustainable economic
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Take T13.608 cr. on offer, SC advises Kerala

S0 brokeer: second meet between Ker:

d Centre to resolve the financial emergency faced by State; Bench asks Cemtre if it

s fadr to compel a

State to withdraw its suit as a precondition for fund release: as an interim measure, State had sought 26,226 crore o chear immediate obligations”

MEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
g\

the State of Kerals, repre-
sented by senior adwocare
Kapil Sibal and adwocate
LK. Sasi.

Kerala liberty to mentlon
there was a need

& .
cept the conditions, except
eehuatrcoaratl ol el anadt Tabecl
in the Supreme Court, to

resolve the immediate
emergency,” Justice Surya
Kant, heading a Bench
comprising Justice KV, Vis-
wanthan, orally advised

meeting  between
Centre and Kerala, leaving
it g0 the discretion of the
officials on both sides

The suit filed by the
stare had accused the Un-

nment of \1ola|:-
st

meagre resources- by Hm-
Sting its & powers.
As an urgent interim mea-
sure, Kerala had sought
26,226 crore to clear fts
“unmet arrears and immme-

diate Sons’
“We cannot pay out of
public funds cannot

W would like

tor bear the
Essuse. We want to fnd a
structured solution to it
If you both can resobve:
thee immrsedic

pay other allowances like
pensl.o\n. Cascnam: sl
AT The
lmpsd aran rhls is nnly a
v months away. re is
a critical owerdraft posi-
Mr. Sibal had n-

wwanathan asked the
Centre, repn A b AL-
rorney-General B. Ve -

ramani and Addldona‘l sou

the dssue. We want to find a

strusctured solution for . IF

Yoo bixls can rosglve the
ediate

emergency,
thare will be tame for the
court m hear the suit,~ fus-
thce Kant told both sides.

=
arms that the condition of
withdrawal of the suit was
imposed,” Mr. Venkatara-
man_‘l (uun[ered,
nt  observed
hit by asking the State to
withdraw s suit, the Un-
fon governm ac-
tually asking the Supreme
Court not 1o judicially re-
e Esste.
ustice Kant noted, was me
~first of its kind~.
“we would like to hear

strident

it inpu
Thirinanantapiram’

NIA announces cash reward
for tip on blast case accused

TV
were injured in the blast on
Btarch

i

On Wednesday, the MLA
posted on social media
plarforms a CCTV grab of

suspact from COTY
footage on social
T

mcdia orms

the suspect and  an-
nounced the reward. It has
also assured that the iden-
ity of the: informant will be

ram Cafe in Brookfield and

having food at the restan-
rant. The Improvised Ex-
plosive Device kept in a bag

abour an hour as-

ed the restaurant on Wed-
mesday and met sleuths
from the Central Crime
Branch, who have been

nue to assist the NiA.

Human-wildlife conflict a
State-specific disaster: Kerala

The Hingy Burean
T LNASNA N T H AP URANS

The Kerala Cabinet on

Wednesday declared hu-
man-wildlife conflict  a
State-specific disaster.

sbons into human habita-
tions ests in the
State.

The Csbiner's declara-
tion has opened the door

for the Kesala State Disas-

ter Management Austhority
o play & vital rofe in misi-
gating such conflicrs.

Panel headed by €M
The Cabinet also creared a
comum headed

Chief Minister Pinarayi Vi-
the threat

humans, e lanta-
ton workers and  eribal

it A panel
comprising the Chief Se-
cretary i ous the

incr roots  vig-

lance in localities plagued

by wildlife ingress. The
ps will

natala a
est oficials w police
forests conriguous to the
three San

Fresh complaint filed
against Delhi CM for
skipping ED summons

MEW DELHU

The Enforcement THrecto-
rate (ED) on Wednesday

d a fresh application in
the Rouse Avenuwe Court

The ompl
agalnst Mr. Kejriwal for
non-compliance  with a
surmmons i e . Bl

mare CGacamg Divm
‘Malhaoer:

»r. Kejriwal for not com-
plying with its summons
for five consecutive tmes.
The court had noted that

o
The court had listed the
maaser for March L6 but af-
ter he foedy compleins k
matter on

Commenting  on
fresh application by

the
ED,
‘that several court

Enrs
for the ekshth time on
March 4. Before this, he
was called

tion by the central agency
&, February
. Janaary

in 2023 and had skipped all
summons alleging that the

ney Laundering case in the

by the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CAI in 2022,

Watermelon days

HC quashes Karnataka’s decision to
hold board exams for Classes 5, 8, 9, 11

The Hindu Burean
BENMGALLURL

In a setback to the State mo-
vernment, the Ka

rmataka

sorver
o frame rules for the im-
plementation of the exarmi-

holding board s was taken
without framing the rules.

sys.em besides
seeking views from stake-
holders prlor to Analising
such rules.

“wWhen the government
intends to changes to
the examination system af-

fecting such a large num-

The petitioner-assocka-

by the Registered Unaided

13 Board

{KEEAB) in place of hold-

ing regular exams through

the respective e tional
institutions.

“The object of new ex-

Privace Schools®

=
K and Ormanseation For
Unalded

fon-Karnata-  landable, canmot cure pro-
cedural defects” in issuing
the d  motifica

Schools, Bengahru

tons, the court observed.

IIST in Kerala a potential
location for semiconductor
research centre: Minister

The Hindu Burean
THIRUVANANTHAFURAM

Sarabhal
Space Centre (VSSC) here
e

Bajeew Chamdraseihs:

on Wednesday.
hope we can make
that come true in the com-
ing m sald. The
ST is ome anlmg“ﬁ:urcr
v ]ocﬂ:lﬁns in the fray,
according to hi

The mdsd.ng :apahum.a
ui' the ST and

S ROy Facl]lda |IIEE

the WSSC make Thiruva-

Private partciparion
The BSRE will have privase
sector partclparon with
the government hold

Stake in the facility, hve rold
presspersons. The cenire
will see participation by

In a move to counter
Centre, Kerala set to
launch Sabari K-Rice

The Hindu Bureas
TEHIR UVANANTHAFLURAM

In whar is widely perceived
as a move o counter the
Union government's distri-
bution of ‘Bharat Rice', the
Kerala government has de-

Ided lo lnl:rcﬂuc:g “Sabari

mmnum:mg the deci-

Food and Civil Supplies M-
nister G Anil said e
launched with

Interian o provide mood
quality rice ar affordable
rates to the public through
Supplyeo outlets

The existing supphy of

cont
forming a pare of &, the

State Minister said
Differentisting  K-Rice
fromn Bharat Rice, BMr. Andl
said that while high-guality
warieties are being sold at
ised rates under the

available at T1E.S% per
through Nal 1 Agricul-
tural © rative Market-
ing Federation of 1 L
KNAFED) Mational
Cooperative umers”

la Limnit-

1111 per ke to distribite K-
rice,” said Mr snil

Revanth hits out at BRS, BJP>;
says Congress will win 14 out
of 17 LS seats in Telangana

HYDERABAD

Accusing both the Bharat
Rashira Samithi (BRS) and

them a “befirting lesson” if
they continue with their sa-
pla

habubnagar on dnes-
. Mr. Revanth Reddy
exuded confidence that

g
thons. He asserted that the

A Revsnth Reddy

Lok Sabha elections would
serve as a referendum for
his = government which
woul have completed
ﬂuee months n power by
then.

“The Congress has al-

kurthy, as the MP candi-




HC quashes Karnataka’s decision to
hold board exams for Classes 5, 8,9, 11

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

In a setback to the State go-
vernment, the Karnataka
High Court on Wednesday
quashed the State's deci-
sion to hold board exami-
nations for Classes 5, 8, 9,
and 11 from the academic
year 2023-24 and said it
was taken without follow-
ing the due process of law.

The court said the
scheme of holding board
exams was taken without
framing the rules under
Sections 22 and 145 of the
Karnataka Education Act,
1983, which mandates that
the government will have
to frame rules for the im-
plementation of the exami-

Yo T R v
The court said the decision of
holding board exams was taken
without framing the rules.

nation system besides
seeking views from stake-
holders prior to finalising
such rules.

“When the government
intends to bring changes to
the examination system af-

fecting such a large num-
ber of students, it would be
desirable as well as manda-
tory to follow the demo-
cratic procedure stipulat-
ed,” the court said. In case
of failure to follow the stip-
ulated procedure, the
court said, “there need be
no further justification to
set such faulty measures at
naught, regardless of merit
of the policy and the object
behind such measures”.
Justice Ravi V. Hosmani
delivered the verdict while
allowing the petitions filed
by the Registered Unaided
Private Schools’ Manage-
ment Association-Karnata-
ka and Organisation for
Unaided Recognised
Schools, Bengaluru.

The petitioner-associa-
tions had questioned the
legality of the govern-
ment’s October 6 and 9,
2023, notifications issued
under Section 22 of the
Act, through which the go-
vernment decided to intro-
duce board exams for
Classes 5,8,9 and 11 to be
conducted by the Karnata-
ka State Examination and
Assessment Board
(KSEAB) in place of hold-
ing regular exams through
the respective educational
institutions.

“The object of new ex-
aminations, howsoever
laudable, cannot cure pro-
cedural defects” in issuing
the impugned notifica-
tions, the court observed.



In a move to counter
Centre, Kerala set to
launch Sabari K-Rice

The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

In what is widely perceived
as a move to counter the
Union government’s distri-
bution of ‘Bharat Rice’, the
Kerala government has de-
cided to introduce ‘Sabari
K-Rice’.

Announcing the deci-
sion at a press conference
here on Wednesday, State
Food and Civil Supplies Mi-
nister G.R. Anil said K-rice
is being launched with an
intention to provide good
quality rice at affordable
rates to the public through
Supplyco outlets.

The existing supply of
subsidised rice from Sup-
plyco of 10 kg per card will
continue, with Krice too
forming a part of it, the

State Minister said.

Differentiating K-Rice
from Bharat Rice, Mr. Anil
said that while high-quality
varieties are being sold at
subsidised rates under the
K-Rice brand, rice that is
available at 18.59 per kg
through National Agricul-
tural Cooperative Market-
ing Federation of India Ltd
(NAFED) and National
Cooperative Consumers’
Federation Of India Limit-
ed (NCCF) is being sold as
Bharat Rice at 329 per kg.

“While the Bharat Rice
is being sold to the public
with the Union govern-
ment making a profit of T10
per kg, the State govern-
ment is shouldering an ad-
ditional burden of ¥9.5 to
11.11 per kg to distribute K-
rice,” said Mr. Anil.



* The Union government announced retail sale of rice at Rs 29 per kg under
‘Bharat Rice’ through three cooperatives.

* The move is aimed at controlling the rise in rice prices, which have risen by
14.5 per cent in retail and 15.5 per cent in the wholesale markets in the
last one year.



* India is the largest rice exporter globally with a 45% share in the world
rice market.

* Overall rice exports in April-May of 2023 were 21.1% higher compared
with the same period last financial year.

* In May 2023 itself, export of Basmati rice was 10.86% higher than its exports in
May 2022.

* The shipment of non-Basmati rice has been on the rise for the last three
years and the export of Basmati rice in 2022-2023 was higher than the
previous year.
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A judge’s entry into politics
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in most States there are no clear
restricrions.

efections. While po 1 es.
weere initially envisioned to play a
non x role il

T case also raises
the larger challenge of
Lol e, whilch

Comire eaqands s authoeity. n
UTs with assembilies,
like Delhi and Puducherry, it
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Lakshadweep, the
Centre-appointed administrator
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to.
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ongoing po
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controversial he form-
or kg wh e AppodnEed
as Additional Judge in May
2018 and elevated as a perma-
nent judge of the High Court

against corruption in his se-
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use the political winds before
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Crimes against foreigners in India rarely result in convictions

[ DATA PoINT |

ncirmentely, one in owen

abated or ended in a plea bargain
are some action take:

Bebeccsy Rk Y al @inse
Mignesh Racdlaksishonan

n March 1. a woman tou-

mately one in abour
in

rist from Spain
with her husband was ak-

legedly gang raped in Dumka dis-

wrict, Jharkharnd, wihile tn:vel'l.l:rg

£o Mepal from Wiess Be

Cident ooourred as the couple rest-

ed in a makeshift tent in a deserted

passing tl area stopped
and assanlted the husband and
ra culprits al-

the - The
50 looted $10.000. The palice
arrested elght persons in the case,

Traficking Prevention Act and no
convictions were recordad. In the
weera

Hife nees in case In 201, | seven years. rgery cases
a La woman  disappeared kel s comletiome were
near Thir

thapuram. Her body was disco-
vered 40 davs later. The prosecu-
a2 drugged.

¥, cne in
BE thefits resulted in_comvicrions.
in the period considered, 79 fo-
reigners were murdered, and in
the same period. only three con-

wicrions were achieved.

The information in Chart 1 ger-
rains 1o those cases w
im

Fumiber reer
ndl.llganleased From 21 to 69,

FROM THE ARCHIVES

FIFTY YEARS AGO MARCH 7, 1574

Justice delayved and justice denied

The cama Sar the Charts wers 20urces from the Matianal Crme Record s Bursaus Crme in Indis o pors

—e - »E: Sy = 2
Crime scone: Sieuths from the Crime IPWestiganion Department INspect the 5EoL whers a 25-yearmcld Spanish
woman was sllegedly gang raped,

trict af Jharkhand. BTl

Huge accumulation of
ingots at steel plants

Mew Delhi, March &: Production of steel ingots at
Durgapur and other steel plants under

. during
calling ae maotion on the accumulation of
steel ingots e el

had accumulared steel ngots in bepas(rw\n

Caart 1 The chart shows th - L U U T P S ————— momiie because of constraines on it
s S ane | BT LS T SR
bt g i oy il Aot -pot avir. Malaviva d the sitzation wold
improve shortly as he was in the
— Crime Incidents e di oo B Cases convicted Thet Assaur onwemen | Rape Railway Minister on removing quickly these
" par. ELD. Malaviya (Cong. ). who the
T 13T van wanted the governme: pust an end
to the all d widespread corrupeion in the
an _/"H /—/ allotment o
I 10 The Minister admitted that WAS SO
Zaz | 2010 — non-cooperation from ANTUC, bast he coubd
i not condemn amy weithout ascertaining facts
EE— e —Untand P
=
- Y I——
1=
A HUMDRED YEARS AGG  MARCH 7. 1924
— et e wmamc | ruman am
EDEEE BT T Frevemanacy | mresetine British army Budget.
| 2 | o |z London, March G: The army estimates for
1924-25 are for bons sterling,
Ridnap pieg & At cnmer dnepping & arsemp mmpared with 52 millions for last year. The
- v Forpery v b Forgeny eommi murder establishment excluding India is 152,000 men
T ETEE— Compared With 154000 Last year:
- N o oo . in a memorandum, states that the
12 la 1= s34 1 /rig‘ mund-anun-snmdnghemmu-drwnﬁ
L FPalestine. it has been wiith the Colomnial

Mg resh e hichco i

rebocca varghese@ih chin ducein

office that a British cavalry regiment no bonger
. should be stationed there.

-+




Crimes against foreigners in India rarely result in convictions

DATA POINT

Rebecca Rose Varghese
Vignesh Radhakrishnan

n March 1, a woman tou-
rist from Spain camping
with her husband was al-
legedly gang raped in Dumka dis-
trict, Jharkhand, while travelling
to Nepal from West Bengal. The in-
cident occurred as the couple rest-
ed in a makeshift tent in a deserted
area at Kurmahat village. Accord-
ing to a police source, eight people
passing through the area stopped
and assaulted the husband and
raped the woman. The culprits al-
so looted %10,000. The police have
arrested eight persons in the case,
so far.

The horrible incident bore chill-
ing similarity to an incident in
Madhya Pradesh, a decade ago,

when a Swise tanrist was cang

Approximately, one in twenty rape cases in which victims are foreigners results in convictions

abated or ended in a plea bargain.
So disposals are some action taken
by the court in a case.

Of those 16 cases, only seven re-
sulted in convictions. So, approxi-
mately one in about 20 rape cases
in which victims are foreigners re-
sult in convictions. This is only an
approximation as even these seven
convictions could have come in
cases filed much before 2016. Ho-
wever, when cases reported and
convictions achieved are com-
pared over a period (in this case,
seven years), it gives a sense of the
volume of cases reported to the
police and how many ultimately
result in convictions.

Chart 1 shows a comparison of
the incidents of crimes against fo-
reigners reported to the police and
the number of cases disposed of
by the courts and those which re-
sulted in convictions in the 2016 to
2022 period. Only a few types of

crimes in which cace valiimes

Justice delayed and justice denied

The data for the charts were sourced from the National Crime Records Bureau’s Crime in India report

Crime scene: Sleuths from the Crime Investigation Department inspect the spot where a 45-year-old Spanish
woman was allegedlv gang raped. in Dumka district of Jharkhand. pTi



Chart 1: The chart shows the incidents of crimes against
foreigners reported, no. of cases disposed of by the courts and
those which resulted in convictions between 2016 and 2022

B Crime incidents mmm Cases disposed mml Cases convicted

Chart 2: The chart shows the number of cuuri cases pending at
the end of each year, in which victims are foreigners
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What are the Fundamental Rights Available to Foreigners?

Fundamental rights available only to citizens and
not to foreigners

Fundamental rights available to both citizens &
foreigners (except enemy aliens)

Article 15: Prohibition of discrimination on grounds
of religion, race, caste, sex or place of birth.

Article 14: Equality before law and equal protection of
laws.

Article 16: Equality of opportunity in matters of
public employment.

Article 20: Protection in respect of conviction for
offences.

Article 19: Protection of six rights regarding
freedom of (speech and expression, (ii) assembly
(iii) association, (iv) movement (v) residence and
profession.

Article 21: Protection of life and personal liberty.

Article 29: Protection of language, script and culture
of minorities.

Article 21A: Right to elementary education.

Article 30: Right of minorities to establish and
administer educational institutions.

Article 22: Protection against arrest and detention in
certain cases.

Article 23: Prohibition of traffic and human beings and
forced labour.

Article 24: Prohibition of employment of children in
factories etc.

Article 25: Freedom of conscience and free profession,
practice and propagation of religion.

Article 26: Freedom to manage religious affairs.

Article 27: Freedom from payment of taxes for
promotion of any religion.

Article 28: Freedom from attending religious
instruction or worship in certain educational
institutions.




» Which one of the following categories of Fundamental Rights incorporafes
proftection against unfouchability as a form of discrimination? (2020)

* (a) Right against Exploitation

* (b) Right fo Freedom

* (¢) Right fo Constitvtional Remedies
o (d) Right to Equality



* Right o Privacy is profected as an intrinsic part of Right o Life and Personal
Liberty. Which of the following in the Constitution of India correctly and
appropriately imply the above statement? (2018)

* (a) Article 14 and the provisions vnder the 42nd Amendment fo the Constitution.
* (b) Article 17 and the Directive Principles of State Policy in Part IV,

* (¢) Article 21 and the freedoms guaranteed in Part ///.

o (d) Article 24 and the provisions vnder the 44th Amendment fo the Constifution.



Which of the following are envisaged by the Right against Exploitation in the Constitution of India?
(2017)

1. Prohibition of traffic in human beings and forced labour

2, Abolition of untouchability

3. Protection of the interests of minorities

4. Prohibition of employment of children in factories and mines
Select the correct answer using the code given below:

(a) 1, 2 and 4 only

(b) 2, 3 and 4 only

(¢) 1 and 4 only

(d)1,2, 3and 4
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Executed former Pak. PM Zulfigar

Ali Bhutto did not receive fair trial

-~

Foemer Pakistan Prime Minister Zulfikar Ali Brwtto, executed by the
ey regime of Gen Muhammad Zia-ui-Hag in 1579, did not receive
2 fair trial and due process, the Supreme Court said. The remark

Seme in = special caze sent in 2011 by then President AT All Zerdar

o the Supreme

nis

-~
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‘Defence deal with China will fetch

non-lethal weapons for Maldives

REUTERS.

-
The Maldives will get free “non-lethal™ military equipment and

traieng from China's miltary under a new a)

Pustin by forming long queues =
stations. She has pledged to contirme her huzband's work

the nation

East month in an Arctic prison cotony. AFe

ment with Beijing,

Muszzu said, sdding that it would strengthen
This is the first time Maidives has signed a

deat with China for military cooperation of this level #T|

Haley concedes as Trump,
Biden win big in primaries

of the 15 States that went to the polls on Super Tuesday. she manages to win only in Vermont

bowed oust of the race. but
did not rse her Repu-
blican rival.

e Democrat side,
U.S. President joe Biden

swept all 15 voling States
Gvine for_firse place in
Ameri amoa), making
it ol but careain that the

US. would see a Biden-
Trump n in
November general elec-

tions. Mr_ Biden had 1,497
of 1,968 delegates needed
to win the nomination. He
has faced mostly nominal
opposition in some States
from self-help aus
ianne Wi and U.S.
Congressman from Minne-
sota, Dean Phill

call it Super Tues-
day for a reason. This is a

Nikhs Haley

presidential bid in South Carolina on Wednesday. GETTY IMAGES

times his opponent’s, who
had 89 delegates at the end
of Tuesday night. He did
not mention Ms. Haley in
his speech but said in a
statement that Ms. Haley
~got rounced”.
Mr. Trump, who is run-
ning on his nativist "MAGA®
Make ~ America Great
Ag;nn) platform, sugges:
nighe that 1 i
Russia Ulantne

curity at the U.S -Mexico
border.
“We are a third-world
our

Haley indicated she would
not as per usual practice

blican nomination — a
number that Mr. Trump is
likely to achieve when
more States vote on next
Tuesday.
~Our world is on fire be-

Governor of. She akso high-
lighted the level of govern
Of |

and we are a third- world

late, Ms.
Haley, an accountant by
training, had said  Mr.
Trump bore a significant

Born into a Sikh family
ants from Amrit-
Haley did not
of all the oppor-

funities available to her to
= n a

during the primary season.

‘U.S. is using Philippines as a pawn
in South China Sea, says Beijing

BEUING

China on Wednesday ac-
cused the United States of
tming the Philippines 2s &
“pawn” in the South China
Soa, as hastilities betweon
the two Asian

in the region.
Manila summoned a

a
Democrat, who chairs the
indo AmericaniA PAC
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urban areas an lege
towns.

Mr. Biden faces signifi-
cant non- cial issues- a
dissatisfied base and voter
apathy. The Sl-year old in-
cumbent faces questions
about his age, perceptions
over his of the

ess.

Quoting former Conser-
vative British Prime Minis-
ter Margaret Thatcher, Ms.

the national debt level Ms.
Haley on
Tuesday, losing everywh-

economy relative to Mr.

its attacks on Gaza.

Chinese Coast Guard vessels fire water cannons at a Philippine

resupply vessel in the South China Sea on Tuesday. REUTERS

Sppine ships” “Yilesal v
sion~ into waters it

s well as accusing a Philip:
pine ship of ~inte: 1Ey~
ramming a Chinese one.

“China urges the United
States not to use the Philip-
pines as a pawn to stir up
trouble in the South China
~ Foreign Ministry spo-

keswoman Mao Ning told
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. after recent
De:

care to find a way so that
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With 8,565 dead, UN says
2023 was the deadliest year
in a decade for migrants

GENEVA

At least 8,565 people died

migration routes world-
Wide in 2023, making it the

Headiiest year since re-
cords a decade ago,
the UN's International Or-
ganization Migration

sasd on Wedn.
“The 2023 death toll re-
presents a tragic increase

pr
reached in 2016,

100 sal be-

cause safe and regular mi-
's remain M-

mited. y eds

year via irregular routes in
unsafe condi

Mediterranean
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3.129 deaths and disappea-
rances registered last year.

cause
Slightly more than half of
the total

incresse when compared to the prewous year. GETTY IMAGE

France and
Moldova to
sign defence
agreement

Agence France Presse

PARIS

French President Emma-
nuel Macron and Moldo-
will

sign a defence co-opera-

Chisinau and pro-Russian
separatists.

Their meeting in the
French capital will take
place after pro-Russian of-
ficials in ova's breaka-
2y reglon of Traneaistria
last w

reek appealed to Rus-
worldwide, though the | sia for “protection”. There
true figure is w© that
be muich higher due to | the

challenges in data collec-
tion, particularly in remote

drowning,
by vehidie accidents, and
7% in violence.

The 10M's Missing B

ocean
to be the deadlest o
r migrants, with at
e
*x

It has since documented
more than 63,000 cases

“As we mark the Missing
Migrants Project’'s 10 yoars,
we first all these

Inquiry panel says Israel PM
bears responsibility” for
2021 stampede that killed 45
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A probe into Israel’s worst

a new ﬂa:hpom: in Mos-
cow’s two-year war against
Ukraine.
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lives lost,” 10M deputy di-
rector general Ugochi Da-
niels sasd.

“Ewvery single one of
them is a terrible human

cooperation in “all areas~,
the Elysee Palace said on
Wednesday.
A defence cooperation
and a

poinc. At least 16 children
and teenagers were among
the 45 dead.
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Two dead as
bulk carrier is
hit by missile
from Yemen

Agence France-Presse
DuBAL

A missile fired by Yemen's
Houthi rebels hit a bulk
carrier in the Gulf of Aden
on Wednesday. with the
<rew re; ing at least two

The Iran-backed Houth-
is have been

Chank vensels traehiag the
vital Red Sea trade route
for months. The militant
group have previously hit
Ships with missiles and
Grones. but the two deaths

W

be the first fatalities
resulting from an actack
|>y the rebels.

cant damage"
. the Houthis have

s et e et lhe

Overacelng the police at the
time of the stampede

fifth mis-
stle fired by the Houthis in
two days.
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MOSCOW

Russia adds chess legend Kasparov
to list of ‘terrorists and extremists’

REUTERS

Russia’s financial watchdog added chess grandmaster and political
activist Garry Kasparov to its list of “terrorists and extremists” on
Wednesday. The 60-year-old former world chess champion has
been a long-time opponent of President Vladimir Putin and has
repeatedly spoken out against Russia’s war on Ukraine. AFP

Kasparov in 2015

Full name Garry Kimovich Kasparov

Country Soviet Union (before 1992)
Russia (after 1992)

Born 13 April 1963 (age 60)!"!
Baku, Azerbaijan SSR,
Soviet Union

Title Grandmaster (1980)

World 1985-1993 (undisputed)

Champion 1993-2000 (classical)

Years active 1976—2005
2016—present (speed chess
only)

FIDE rating 28122 (March 2024)
Peak rating 2851 (July 1999)
Peak ranking No. 1 (January 1984)



With 8,565 dead, UN says
2023 was the deadliest year
in a decade for migrants

Agence France-Presse
GENEVA

At least 8,565 people died
on migration routes world-
wide in 2023, making it the
deadliest year since re-
cords began a decade ago,
the UN’s International Or-
ganization for Migration
said on Wednesday.

“The 2023 death toll re-
presents a tragic increase
of 20% compared to 2022,
highlighting the urgent
need for action to prevent
further loss of life,” the
IOM said in a statement.

Last year’s total sur-
passed the previous record
reached in 2016, when
8,084 people died during
migration.

The IOM said that be-
cause safe and regular mi-
gration pathways remain li-
mited, hundreds of
thousands of people at-
tempt to migrate every
year via irregular routes in
unsafe conditions.

The Mediterranean
ocean crossing continues
to be the deadliest route
for migrants, with at least

Disappearing shores: The casualty numbers of 2023 mark a 20%
increase when compared to the previous year. GETTY IMAGES

3,129 deaths and disappea-
rances registered last year.

Primary cause

Slightly more than half of
the total migrant deaths in
2023 came as a result of
drowning, with 9% caused
by vehicle accidents, and
7% in violence.

The IOM’s Missing Mi-
grants Project was esta-
blished in 2014 as an open-
access database on mi-
grant deaths and
disappearances.

It has since documented
more than 63,000 cases

worldwide, though the
true figure is estimated to
be much higher due to
challenges in data collec-
tion, particularly in remote
locations.

“As we mark the Missing
Migrants Project’s 10 years,
we first remember all these
lives lost,” IOM deputy di-
rector general Ugochi Da-
niels said.

“Every single one of
them is a terrible human
tragedy that reverberates
through families and com-
munities for years to
come,” Ms. Daniels added.
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Packed into rickety vessels by people
Deadl vo a e smugglers, the path desperate migrants

take to reach Europe across the

Mediterranean is a dangerous one. Here is

a look at the routes they take, the numbers

KEY MIGRATION ROUTES of those who have made it and who have

= Major maritime routes Ferry routes died on the way, and reasons why the
-------- Minor maritime routes = Major land routes migrants flee their countries.
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FIRST IMPRESSION THE BEST
Ashwin began Test career with

N oA HEGE

Plaver-of-the-Match performance

Ashwin's 50th and India’s second

SUPFPORT SYSTEM
The entire family is built on cricket

biggest aw:

ay win in terms of runs

PROUD CAPTAIN
Mo praise enough for Ashwin, rare

and to facilitate my career: Ashwin

in the first game in West
. which the host won Ery Fve | &0 win By o buge
home in terms of runs.

i Ashwin’s S0th Test was the first game in india's tour af Sri Lanks
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Team India looks
to fimish on a high
in Ashwinm’s 100th

MMan of many hats
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Cheteshwar Pugars

Lain 3 10O Tests wher he takes the feld
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Lodestar: ashwin, ower the years, has been one of India's
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For now,
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Mooney, Wolvaardt shine as Giants finally win

WL SEASON 2
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India’s 100-Test club: Ashwin will become the 14th Indian to play 100 Tests when he takes the field
against England in the fifth and final Test in Dharamshala on Thursday

Name Matches

Sunil Gavaskar 125 s

Dilip Vengsarkar 116 d =

Kapil Dev 131

Sachin Tendulkar 200

Anil Kumble 132

Rahul Dravid 163

Sourav Ganguly 113

V.V.S. Laxman 134

Virender Sehwag 103

Harbhajan Singh 103

Ishant Sharma 105 & |

Virat Kohli 113 Lodestar: Ashwin, over the years, has been one of India’s
Cheteshwar Pujara | 103 greatest match-winners. R.V. MOORTHY
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Williamson reminisces
‘surreal’ 2010 debut

Set to play his 100th Test match, star New
Zealand batter Kane Williamson on Wednesday
recollected the surreal feeling he had when he
was surrounded by the legendary Indian
cricketers, including Sachin Tendulkar and Rahul
Dravid, during his debut Test in Ahmedabad in
2010. “I remember walking out and looking
around the field and seeing all my heroes.”
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MORE TIE-UPS FOR RULING ALLIANCE AFTER JD(U)'S RETURN

WANTED FORATTACK ON ED SEARCH TEAM

15 yrs after snapping ties, BJD set to
return to NDA fold ahead of elections

Party’s seat-sharing talks with B]P
fAnal, announcement likely soon
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Aadhaar seeding with
voter ID: EC wants
law amended to
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Laww Ministry says law needs no
change, clarification by EC will do
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Minister Marendra Modi with Odisha Chisf Minister
Chandilkhol, Odisha, on Tuesday A
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Bengaluru cafe blast: CCTV trail gives
leads on suspect’s identity, stopovers
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Bengal hands Shahjahan to
CBI after fresh HC dJrectlon

CID transfers
custody after HC
sets adeadline
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India to become upper middle-income country by 2031: Crisil

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
MUMBAI, MARCH 6

AFTER EXPANDING by 7.6 per
cent in the current fiscal, India’s
real gross domestic product
(GDP) growth is likely to decel-
erate to 6.8 per cent in the fiscal
2025 (FY25) as higher interest
rates and lower fiscal impulse
will temper domestic demand,
Crisil Ratings said in areport on
Wednesday. Despite this, com-

menting on country's growth,
Crisil added that between FY25
and FY31, the size of the econ-
omy will inch closer to the $7
trillion mark and the rise in per
capita income would place India
in the upper middle-income
category.

“At that point, India will be-
come the third-largest economy
in the world,” it said.

The economic growth in
FY25 will moderate due to nor-
malisation of the net tax impact

on GDP seen in FY24 and as un-
even growth in key trade part-
ners will restrict healthy export
recovery. But, India will retain its
position as the fastest-growing
large economy, the rating
agency said.

The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) has projected the real GDP
growth for 2024-25 at 7 per
cent. The recent data from the
National Statistical Office (NSO)
showed that the country’s econ-
omy is expected to grow at 7.6

per cent in 2023-24.

Crisil said the transmission
of the rate hikes effected by the
Monetary Policy Committee
(MPC) of the RBI between May
2022 and February 2023 still
continues and is likely to weigh
on demand next fiscal. The RBI
raised the repo rate - the key
policy rate - by 250 basis points
(bps)pv between May 2022 and
February 2023. One basis point
is one-hundredth of a percent-
age point.

On the other hand, regula-
tory actions to tame unsecured
lending will have a bearing on
credit growth.

In November last year, the
RBI increased the risk weights
on the exposure of banks to-
wards consumer credit, credit
card receivables and non-bank-
ing finance companies (NBFCs)
by 25 per cent up to 150 per
cent.

FULLREPORT ON
www.indianexpress.com



India’s wealth pyramid

92% of Indian adults have wealth of less than $10,000.

More than $100 million 760 (Negligible)
$50 million to $100 million

$1 million to $50 million

$100,000 to $1 million Figures in white

are "% of adu
population in
China

Less than
$10,000

No. of adults (% of adult population)

“All adults with wealth above $1 million
Graphic by Subrata Jana/Mint Source: Credit Sutsse Global Wealth Report, 2017



Lower-middle | Upper-middle High

Income Income Income

July 1, 2023 - for FY24

<=1,135 1,136-4,465 4,466-13,845 > 13,845
(new)

July 1, 2022 - for FY23

_ <= 1,085 1,086 -4,255 4,256-13,205 >13,205
(previous)
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MP university
‘forgets’ to
conduct exam,
students protest

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BHOPAL, MARCH 6

EXAM OFFICIALS at the Jabalpur
Rani Durgavati University in
Madhya Pradesh are facing alle-
gations that they forgot to con-
duct the first-semester exami-
nation for the MSc computer
science batch, prompting stu-
dents to protest with blindfolds
and accuse university officials of
negligence.

The university had released
time tables of 3 exams last
month, meant to be held from
February 21 to March 13.

According to the time table,
the exam for Computer
Organisation and Assembly
Language subject of MSc first se-
mester was scheduled to be held
onMarch 5,and students had al-
ready received admit cards.

Candidates reached the uni-
versity at 8 am Tuesday but were
informed there was no exam
and the university had not pre-
pared the question paper, mem-
bers of NSUI alleged.

Candidates reached the uni-

versity at 8 am Tuesday but were
informed there was no exam
and the university had not pre-
pared the question paper, mem-
bers of NSUI alleged.

University registrar Deepesh
Mishra told The Indian Express, “It
iswrong to suggest there was ma-
jor negligence on our part. There
were 12 exams that day, including
the MBA exam attended by 1,600
students.Inthe MSccomputer sci-
ence paper, there were only 9 stu-
dents from first semester. There
was some negligence.”

NSUI (Jabalpur)leader Sachin
Rajak said, “This is a serious case
of negligence by university ad-
ministration. How can they forget
the datesheetand other necessary
arrangements for the exam?”

V-C Dr Rajesh Verma and
Mishra immediately released a
new exam schedule and officials
concerned have been given 3
days to explain what went
wrong. “We issued notice and
formed ateam to investigate the
matter. So far, it appears that the
examination was not conducted
because the question paper
never reached the examination
centre because of amiscommu-
nication with the strong room.
Officials have been tasked to en-
sure the examination is con-
ducted, and their leaves have
been cancelled till this is done,”

Mishra said.



MTI’s Shabnim Ismail becomes first
woman to break barrier of 130 kph

The speedster has
long been considered
the fastest in
women’s cricket

VINAYAKK MOHANARANGAN
New Delhi, March 6

SHABNIM ISMAILIS rapid, she
has been for a long time. The
South African speedster, now
retired from international
cricket, has long been consid-
ered the fastest in the women's
game.OnTuesday,shewas cred-
ited by the Women's Premier
League broadcasters as breach-
ing the 130kph barrier,which
would be the fastest recorded
delivery in women's cricket
since the time datais available.
The sequence of events
around the particular delivery,
though, was a little eyebrow-
raising. On her return from a
brief injury break, it did feel like
Ismailwas pumpingthe paceup
inheropeningspell for Mumbai
Indians against Delhi Capitals.
After she ran in to bowl the first
ball of the third over, with Meg
Lanning on strike,thebroadcast
feedhadapop-up poll question.
“Will Shabnim Tsmail break the

"
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and even when they are,
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Capitals, the bowler were shown, hovered most

recorded a speed of | the early 110s, with just
| deliveries crossing 120.
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Gl Tag to Maijuli
masks, Manuscript
and Narasapur
Crochet Lace Craft




* Majuli masks and manvuscript
painting in Assam gain Gl
recognition, enhancing their
cultural significance and
safeguarding against decline.

* These Gl tags aim to rejuvenate and
promote traditional crafts, ensuring
their continued legacy and heritage
preservation.







JOINED BY BORDERS, DIVIDED BY CULTURES

Having got Gl tags for 34 products, Karnataka has the most number of registrations, followed by Maharashtra (26) and Odisha (23)

to show proof of origin, opposition within four

geographical indications) logo wsing the logo in unauthorised quality and special character  months, it gets the Gl tag

given to a particular product can manner

JAMMU AND KASHMIR| s UTTARAKHAND In drdle: ASSAM
(Kashmir pashmina, ok (Uttarakhand tejpatta) el (Mugasilk of
Kashmir sozani craft) products Assam, Assam tea)
ANDHRA PRADESH that
HIMACHAL PRADESH (BanaganaTgalle thi behgr‘{% : NAGALAND
(Chamba rumal, Kangra mangoes, Tirupathi [ (Naga mircha, Naga
inti Laddu, Andhra Pradesh ety t
painting) | aather B ) tree tomato)
DELHI PUNJAB = (1) UTTAR PRADESH
. - g ) MANIPUR
Basmati rice (Basmati rice, phulkari)! <= (Banaras Brocades and Sarees,
\ \ Lucknow Chickan craft, Firozabad Shaphee lanphee
HARYANA < Glass work)
(Basmati rice) 17/ SIKKIM
RAJASTHAN
(Blue pottery of
Jai pur?olamq\gfe of
Rajasthan, Bi i
bhujia)
MADHYA PRADESH
(Bagh prints of (Mizo chilli)
Madhya Pradesh,
Cl ri sarees) TRIPURA
GUIARAT WEST BENGAL (Tipura queen
i (Gir kesar mango, 4 (Darjeeling tea, pineapple)
Patan patola, Kutch rasogolla,
embroidery) ; Gobindabhog rice) MEGHALAYA
MAHARASHTRA (Khasi Mandarin,
(Nagpur oranges, Nashil BIHAR memangnarang)
Valley wine, Solapur (Sikki grass craft,
chaddar) GOA Bhagalpur silks)
(Fenni) % OD§HA .
KARNATAKA CHHATTISGARH (Om% F(')nisa
(Byadgi Chili, Mysore pattac! ipili
silk, Mysore sandal o) 4 o b applique wo
X % 4
KERALA > 4 TELENGANA
=" (Aranmula kannadi, s @ TAMIL NADU (Hyderabadi
pepper, brass 4 (Kancheepuram silk, . ! haleem,
broidered coconut shell Thanjavur paintings, Pochampally Saree
craftofKerala) & Swamimalai bronze icons) ‘
WHAT IS A GI TAG? HOW TO APPLY? :
» AGl tag is a geographical only be used by registered and
indication of an &em which is authorised users » An association or collective  » After rounds of verification,
specific to a particular place > When marketed, a Gl tagged bodycanapplytocl presentation and meetings, if
» Gl status can be sought for product must camy a logo Registry redsig‘l:nsaﬁsﬁed.
agricuttural products, handicrafts,  showing its place of origin » Application shouldbe  aPPlication goes to GI
handloom and food products > Civil and criminal proceedings backed by proof of Redsww
> The RGI (registration of can be initiated against those ' uniqueness, historical records > If application receives no




e-Kisan Upaj
Nidhi







This initiative, featuring a no collateral, extra
security deposit policy, aims to prevent
distress sales by farmers, enabling better
post-harvest storage opportunities.

The Minister highlighted that the integration
of e-Kisan Upaj Nidhi and e-NAM enables
farmers to leverage interconnected markets,
extending benefits beyond government
Minimum Support Price (MSP).




Women, Business
and the Law 2024
Report




Women, Business and the Law 2024 report was released by the World
Bank.

About

It is the 10th in a series of annual studies measuring the laws that affect
women’s economic opportunity in 190 economies.

It measures women'’s economic participation in — mobility, workplace, pay,
marriage, parenthood, entrepreneurship, assets, and pensions.

The data offer objective and measurable benchmarks for global
progress toward gender equality.




Major Findings

Legal Rights to Women: Women enjoy less than two-thirds or 64
percent of the of the legal rights available to men.

e The lower number reflects the major deficiencies in Safety and Childcare.
e Deficiencies in these areas discourage women from entering the global workforce.

Pay: Women earn just 77 cents for every dollar paid to men.

* In all, 92 economies lack provisions mandating equal pay for work of equal value; 20
prohibit a woman from working at night; and 45 prohibit a woman from working in
jobs deemed dangerous.



Entrepreneurship: Globally, only 44
percent of the legal provisions that
support the entrepreneurship of women
are in place.

e Across the world, women hold just one out of every
five corporate board positions.

Nationality Rights: In 28 economies, a
womahn cannot pass her nationality to
children in the same way as a man.

e In 50 economies, a woman does not enjoy an equal
right to confer citizenship on her foreign spouse.




« Retirement: In 62 economies, the age at which men and women can retire is
not the same, with women retiring earlier than men.

* In 81 economies, a woman’s pension benefits do not account for periods
of work absences related to childcare.



~

e The score has remained constant since 2021,
but the ranking witnessed a decline from 122 in
2021 to 125 in 2022 and further to 126 in
the 2023 index.

Ranking: India’s rank has
marginally improved to 113,
with a score of 74.4 percent.

AU

LCIEUERLEIELRVEINENEY o India outperformed its South Asian
have just 60 percent of the counterparts, where women have only 45.9

legal rights dt , : :
gsligflfcly b(cecl)on\qlvpfl:z glgbn;en percent of the legal protections enjoyed by

average of 64.2 percent. men.
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SAFETY, ENTREPRENEURSHIP, AND CHILDCARE INDICATORS HAVE THE

LARGEST LEGAL GAPS
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 MethaneSAT, a new satellite backed by Alphabet Inc’s
Google and the Environmental Defense Fund group, was
launched recently.

 About

 The satellite will track and measure methane emissions at a
global scale and was launched aboard a SpaceX Falcon9
rocket from California.

* |t IS not the first spacecraft to identify and quantify methane
emissions, it will provide more details and have a much wider
field of view than any of its predecessors.



* Methane Emissions and Need to Track it

* Contribution of Methane Gas: Methane Is an
Invisible but strong greenhouse gas, and the second largest
contributor to global warming after carbon dioxide, responsible
for 30 percent of global heating since the Industrial
Revolution.

« According to the United Nations Environment Programme, over a
period of 20 years, methane is 80 times more potent at warming

than carbon dioxide.



* Formation of Ground level Ozone:

* The gas also contributes to the formation of ground-level
ozone — a colourless and highly irritating gas that forms
just above the Earth’s surface.

» Exposure to ground-level ozone could be contributing to one million
premature deaths every year.

« Major Contributor: The main reason is fossil fuel operations,
which account for about 40 percent of all human-caused
methane emissions.



 MethaneSAT will orbit the Earth 15 times a day, monitoring
the oil and gas sector.

« Specifications: It can track differences in methane
concentrations as small as three parts per billion in the
atmosphere, which enables it to pick up smaller emissions
sources than the previous satellites.

« MethaneSAT also has a wide-camera view of about 200 km by 200 km
allowing it to identify larger emitters so-called “super emitters”.



India’s
15t underwater
metro




» Prime Minister will inaugurate India’s 1 under-river metro
tunnel in Kolkata.

* The metro tunnel has been built under Kolkata's Hooghly
River that will connect Howrah Maidan to Esplanade.

« With this, Kolkata Metro joins elite club of London, Moscow,
Munich metros.

* The Howrah metro station is also the deepest in India.



ADITI scheme
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 Raksha Mantri launched the Acing Development of
Innovative Technologies with IDEX (ADITI) scheme, aiming
to promote innovations in critical and strateqic defence
technoloqgies.

« Under this scheme, start-ups can receive a grant-in-aid of up
to Rs 25 crore for their research and development efforts in
defence technoloqgy.




* The scheme is part of the IDEX framework and aims
to develop about 30 deep-tech critical and strateqic

technologies while bridging the gap between defence
requirements and innovation capabilities.

« Additionally, the event unveiled the 11th edition of the
Defence India Start-up Challenge (DISC) with 22 problem

statements, inviting innovators to propose solutions to
enhance defence capabilities.

* The Innovations for Defence Excellence (IDEX) framework is a
program that aims to promote innovation and technology
development in India’s defence and aerospace sectors.
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