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4 new Ministers

are inducted
into U.P. Cabinet

LuCKNOW
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath cn Tuesday
expanded his Cabinet for the
first time in his second term
inducting four rmew Ministers —
fwo from the BJP and one
each from allies, the SBSS and
the RLD. » PAGE
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threat emails

cafe here on March 1 3 PAGE 4
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hide dubious
deals: Kharge
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HC acquits academic, 5 others in ‘Maoist link®’ case

Relief for former DU professor G.N. Saibabaand S5
others in case under UAPA for alleged Maoist link

PUMBAT

he Nagpur Bench
of the SBombay

High Court on
Tuesday acquitted former
Delhi University Professor
G.N. Sasbaba and five oth-
case er the Un-
Activities (Preven-
tion) Act for alleged Maoist

rashtra government ap-
proached ¢ Supreme
Court seeking an urgent
hearing, after it failed to
convince the High Court to
plementation of

ench of Justice Vinay
Joshi and Justice Valmikt

S.A. Menezes also set aside
the life sentence awarded
to Prof. Saibaba and the

other accused — Mahesh
Tirki. Hem Mishra, Pandu
Narote. Viay Tirki and
Prashant Rahi — by a ses-

wheelchair-bound, was ar-
rested in 2034, by a joint
team of m

The 1

h of

High Court sets
aside the life sentence awarded to all accused

Long wait

A tirmeSire of events in the case against Detni University former professor G.N. Seibaixs and five others

tay 9, 2034 Professor

Acaq
ry the SC

October 15, 203
sl stayed

Aprit 2023: The
24 the HC to hear

he appeat file
baba atresh

Hearing the case afresh, Bench holds sanction
for prosecution under UAPA as ‘null and void”

rected their release forth-
with

the said order. which may
affect the right to personal
liberty.” the court said_

TEy

the
tral jail. In March 2017, a
e [=

They were also held
guilty of possessing Naxal

Police,
Police. and the Intelligence

.
Prof. Saibaba and five oth-

that  they

Naxa-

nting _to he residents of
war against the to provoke the
: ™

socate-General Biren-
dra Saraf, on beha!l of the
Stare, High

w0

therefore, allow the ap-
peals and set aside the im-

pugned All the
ved stand -

stay. “We have already ac-
quitted the accused and di-

The Z\L\harmhtxa o
vernment nely
fled an appeal in the Su.
preme Court on Tuesday.
(With inputs from New Del-
hi Bureau and PTD

Sea of red

Holy day: Devotees during the ‘Shreenath Veer Mhaskoba' festwal a2
is 2 celebration of an avatar of Lord Shiva and lasts Sor 10 days during the Magh Poormima {Febnuary full mocnl. P

Veer village, 50 km from Pune in Maharashtrs on Tuesday. The fessival

Kerala man killed in rocket attack on
Israel; Indian Embassy issues advisory

Israel’s Ministry of Fo-
refgn Affairs said Pat Nibi.
Maxwell of ala  was

in the attack. He hails from
Kollam diserict.

“This is the first reported
death of an Indian near Is-
rael's border with Lebanon

cne
-(

A srnatd s St 5 EE b e b Wbl e e 1 i
Israeli town of

in several years.
“Our ~ prayers and

f Koryst Shmana on Tuesday. 49

Pat leaves behind his
wife who is seven months

were injured in the attack
hail from idukki in Kerala,
but thelr injuries are not as
serious as earlier feared.
the officials sasd.

Helpline number
The Indian Embassy in Tel
Aviv. in an advisory. urged
anl indians staying In the
border areas of

and southern lsracl to
meonve to more secure loca-
tons. The Indian mission

197235226748 for
seeking emergency

o to
the families of the be-
reaved and those of the in-
Juredisrael regards equally
all nationals, Israeli or fo-
reign. who are injured or
Killed due to terrorism. We
will be there to support the
families and offer them as-
sistance,” the Israeli Em-
bassy in India said in a

statement.
D ]

and a y
old daughter,” said the Is-
raeli government in a so-
clal media Israell
sources f fu.nher hinted that
s were purpose-

full)' it by Hesbolian!
Maxwell’s body is likely
to Kerala by
late Wednesday or Thurs.

The two Indians who

The embassy blamed
the incident on “Shia ter-

chard at the northern vil-
lage i

More Indians

held up in

Russia seek

help to return

Vijaita Sin,

NEw DELII

A group of seven more In-
the

dians stuck on Russia-

Ing the government's help
to recurn to India. While
five workers are said to

from Punjab, the other two

Army or risk facing fmpri-

(With inputs from Thiruva-
nanthapuram bureau)
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‘Foreign state
actors stashed
illicit funds in
Paytm bank
accounts’

NEW DELMI

~Extensive illegal activity™

SC dismisses money
laundering case
against Shivakumar

©.K. Shivakumar had maintained that the case

onaniT

cluding zam.
bling activities and dating
services” was the trigger
for the ¥5.49 crore fine bm-

the Financial Intelligence
Unit (FIU) Last week.
e matter first came to

tions of the Indian
Code and the Telangana
State Gambling Act.

The FIRs flagged certain
business entities and their
network of esses en-

flied in 2018

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday

based
by political reasons. At

the

by
the Directorate of Enforce-
Karnat

mons issued by the ED.
SC stricture

complaint was filed
following searches on the
of Mr.

. the
Court issused notice on Oc-
tober 15, 2019, and direct-
ed the ED to not take any

and assisting online gam-
bling, routing the proceeds
of such (rlxnlnal activities

mar and his Lt

action against Mr.

The Income Tax depart-
ment had alleged that Mr.
ran busi-

they maincained with the
payments

The agency also listed

duded @ts failure to put an
internal mechanism in
place to detect and report
suspicious transactions in

manner prescribed un-
der the Prevention of Mo-

ney Act
& and PML rules.
The March 1 order

agaimst indi-

PPBL
cate which foreign state
was involved.
Based on the bank's res-

ponses to its s! se
notices, the FIU concluded
that ic had Law

by failing to exercise due

wi
ness concerns, “hatched a

numanthaiah, and Sunil
Kumar Sharma.

Mr. Shivakumar had ar-
gued that lhe ED had com-

*~ and
ifferent people

ings~ by regs:enng an

ing unaccounted and ile-
gal money. and projecting
it as untainted property~

ax
Shivakumar ~ had
4 by political

On Tuesday, a Supreme
Court Bench of Justices Su-

rya Kant and K.V. Viswa-
nathan quashed the ED

Case Infor-
mation  Report (ECIR)
against him under Section
3 of the Prevention of Mo-
mey. * Lmmleding ; Ace

PMLA,
i Shivalumar had ar-

essary
invoke money lzundering

with to

the accounts of 34 benefici-

aries and failed to file sus-

picious transaction reports
those

ag ch
The Bench passed the
order on the basis of spe-
cial leave pettions filed by
ar. and two

o terrati to e Peses:
na  Dibbur  judgment,

ence under the PMLA only
if the conspiracy had been
directed towards the com-
mission of an offence spec-
ified in the Act.




HC acquits academic, 5 others in ‘Maoist link’ case

Relief for former DU professor G.N. Saibaba and 5
others in case under UAPA for alleged Maoist link

Purnima Sah
MUMBAI

he Nagpur Bench
T of the Bombay
High Court on

Tuesday acquitted former
Delhi University Professor
G.N. Saibaba and five oth-
ers in a case under the Un-
lawful Activities (Preven-
tion) Act for alleged Maoist
links, saying the prosecu-
tion could not prove the
case against them beyond
reasonable doubt.

Within hours, the Maha-
rashtra government ap-
proached the Supreme
Court seeking an urgent
hearing, after it failed to
convince the High Court to
stay the implementation of
the judgment.

A Bench of Justice Vinay
Joshi and Justice Valmiki

S.A. Menezes also set aside
the life sentence awarded
to Prof. Saibaba and the
other accused — Mahesh
Tirki, Hem Mishra, Pandu
Narote, Vijay Tirki and
Prashant Rahi — by a ses-
sions court in 2017, and
held the sanction for pro-
secution under UAPA as
“null and void”.

Earlier acquittal
A Bombay High Court
Bench too had acquitted
him and the other accused
on October 14, 2022, only
for the Supreme Court to
stay the verdict and ask for
the case to be heard afresh.
Prof. Saibaba, who is
wheelchair-bound, was ar-
rested in 2014, by a joint
team of the Maharashtra
Police, Andhra Pradesh
Police, and the Intelligence

The Nagpur Bench of Bombay High Court sets
aside the life sentence awarded to all accused

Long wait

Atimeline of events in the case against Delhi University former professor G.N. Saibaba and five others

May 9, 2014: Professor
G.N. Saibaba arrested on
charges of having

Court, Saibaba and
others sentenced to life
imprisonment

by the SC

October 15, 2022:
Acquittal stayed

Maoist links

April 6, 2015: Sanction
to prosecute him under
Unlawful Activities

March 29, 2017: Appeal
filed in the Bombay High
Court against conviction
and the sentence

April 2023: The SC
directed the HC to hear
the appeal filed by
Saibaba afresh

(Prevention) Act granted

March 3, 2017: Saibaba
and five others convicted
under various sections
of the UAPA and the

IPC by a Sessions

the Supreme Court
challenging the decision

October 14, 2022: Allsix | March 5,
acquitted in the case by 2024: HC
the HC. The Maharashtra acquits
government approached Saibaba

i ’ (] ,,r .
and five | fu ¥y, ary m
Faen .\‘ Fe
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Maharashtra
drags Saibaba to
top court again

NEW DELHI

The Maharashtra government
has dragged wheelchair-bound
former Delhi University
Professor G.N. Saibaba to the
Supreme Court for the second
time in as many years.

The State filed an appeal in
the top court on Tuesday
against the High Court’s
acquittal. » PAGE 4

Bureau, in a case pertain-
ing to ties with Maoist or-
ganisations. He has been
lodged in the Nagpur Cen-
tral Jail. In March 2017, a
sessions court in Gadchiro-
li, Maharashtra, convicted
Prof. Saibaba and five oth-

ers accused of indulging in
activities amounting to
waging war against the
country.

They were also held
guilty of possessing Naxal
literature that they
planned to circulate

among underground Naxa-
lites and the residents of
Gadchiroli to provoke the
people to resort to
violence.
Advocate-General Biren-
dra Saraf, on behalf of the
State, requested the High

Court to stay the operation
of its judgment for six
weeks to allow the govern-
ment to approach the Su-
preme Court. However, the
Bench refused to grant a
stay. “We have already ac-
quitted the accused and di-

Hearing the case afresh, Bench holds sanction
for prosecution under UAPA as ‘null and void’

rected their release forth-
with if not required in any
other case. We cannot stall
the said order, which may
affect the right to personal
liberty,” the court said.

‘No legal seizures’
Noting that the prosecu-
tion had failed to “establish
any legal seizure or any in-
criminating material
against the accused”, the
court said, “The trial court
judgment is not sustaina-
ble in the hands of law. We,
therefore, allow the ap-
peals and set aside the im-
pugned judgment. All the
accused stand acquitted.”

The Maharashtra go-
vernment subsequently
filed an appeal in the Su-
preme Court on Tuesday.
(With inputs from New Del-
hi Bureau and PTI)



A map of India's Maoist confllct

- A crackdown on Mamst ebels has led to arisein the 1 nu ber of casualtles in
fe country's tribal areas. Here are ;- reglons at em ected.‘
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Red Corridor

ASSAM: The LWE
movement seems to
be expanding despite
military intervention

MANIPUR: Maoists =&
are forming links with
terror groups in the
North-East

p |
- I New areas of Maoist expansion
KERELA "mm B Highly affected areas
I Moderately affected

J Least affected




RED TERROR

CHHATTISGARH HAS THE
HIGHEST BURDEN OF
MAOIST ATTACKS
IN INDIA

Chhattisgarh

INCIDENTS | DEATHS INCIDENTS | DEATHS
255 101 26 7

Madhya Pradesh

INCIDENTS | DEATHS e U INCIDENTS | DEATHS
19 3 130 26

Maharashtra

INCIDENTS | DEATHS i INCIDENTS | DEATHS
31 6 32 3

Andhra Pradesh

Note: Data from 2021 ; INCIDENTS | DEATHS
Source: Government response 1 01
to the Parliament
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MARCH 22, 2020:
Deadly attacks AR, 5 17 members of a
Sukma has witnessed several Maoist Aibbes lice patrol killed
: personnel of the Pty
attacks in the past. A look at some of the . . in an ambush in
revious encounters SHattisgan potice Suk
P L killed after their s e
bus is blown up by OCT. 27, 2018:
a powerful bomb in Four CRPF
Narayanpur district personnel killed
MAY 9, 2020: A in an ambush in
sub-inspector of Bijapur district
the.Chh.attisg.arh MARCH 11, 2017:
police killed in an 12 CRPF personnel
encounter w;th killed in an
the Maoists in ambush in Sukma
Rajnandgaon district



Ques 1: What is Maoism?

Answer: Maoism is a form of communism developed by Mao Tse Tung. It
is a doctrine to capture State power through a combination of armed
insurgency, mass mobilization and strategic alliances. The Maoists also use
propaganda and disinformation against State institutions as other components
of their insurgency doctrine. Mao called this process, the ‘Protracted Peoples
War’, where the emphasis is on ‘military line’ to capture power.

Ques 2: What is the central theme of Maoist ideology?

Answer: The central theme of Maoist ideology is the use of violence and
armed insurrection as a means to capture State power. ‘Bearing of arms is
non-negotiable’ as per the Maoist insurgency doctrine. The maoist ideology
glorifies violence and the ‘Peoples Liberation Guerrilla Army’ (PLGA) cadres
are trained specifically in the worst forms of violence to evoke terror among
the population under their domination. However, they also use the subterfuge
of mobilizing people over issues of purported inadequacies of the existing
system, so that they can be indoctrinated to take recourse to violence as the
only means of redressal.

Ques 3: Who are the Indian Maoists?

Answer: The largest and the most violent Maoist formation in India is the
Communist Party of India (Maoist). The CPI (Maoist) is an amalgamation of
many splinter groups, which culminated in the merger of two largest Maoist
groups in 2004; the Communist Party of India (Marxist-Leninist), People War
and the Maoist Communist Centre of India. The CPI (Maoist) and all its front
organizations formations have been included in the list of banned terrorist
organizations under the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act, 1967.



* What is the Current LWE Situation in the Country?

* According to the government, Maoist violence in the country has
gone down by 77% since 2010.

* As per the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) the number of resultant
deaths (security forces + civilians) has come down by 90% from the
all-time high of 1,005 in 2010 to 98 in 2022.

* The influence of Maoists and associated violence has been falling
consistently in the country because of multiple factors:



* A stronger push by security forces in Maoist strongholds.

* Roads and civic amenities reach the interior to a greater extent than
earlier.

* A general disenchantment with the Maoist ideology among the youth,
which has deprived the insurgent movement of new leadership.



m Differences in Maoism & Naxalism

Maoism naxalism

= Wants to take control of government = It was a workers(rural area) revolt against

-dnn:th:iadm Pw-m-h:' to their masters and landlords against

enforce their ideology on whole

o og marginalization of the poor or rural areas

= Aim was to fundamentally transform * Showed anger of worker class people

country towards socialism

= Military guiding Ideology

= Political guiding ideology

= Power flow the hands of people
= "Power flows from the bamel of gun’



Sea of red

3/
Holy day: Devotees during the ‘Shreenath Veer Mhaskoba’ festival at Veer village, 50 km from Pune in Maharashtra on Tuesday. The festival
is a celebration of an avatar of Lord Shiva and lasts for 10 days during the Magh Poornima (February full moon). pTi
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CHENRAL

BJIP calls out
INDIA bloc
parties over
re

DMK leader

MEW DELHI

The BIF on Tuesday came
o el oo the Todia
MNational [revelopmental,
in<clusive Alliance (LNDLA}

“India was not a
termed
“Maokst

Raja’s remarks on fdlas
ethos.

M, fajs reportediy re-
ferred to the chanes of “fal
shri Rem® raised by sup-
porters of the Bilkis Bano

n they
were released from prison

wour ‘Bharar Maea & i,
e will never accept that
“fai shri Ram® and ‘Bharat
Mara®. Tamils don't accept
Fr. You mo and tell [thar] we

o
Please do not insult
Hindu sentiment in such a
way. We respect all faiths
This Is the mdian samskar
rradition) from Rig Veda
which says thar “truth is
one, paths may be diffe-
r. Prasad said.

Govt. is using SBI to hide
dublous deals: Kharge

=5 chief savs bank is i
bank and ruling party are defying SC order;

MEW BELHI

day after the State
Bank of india (SBED
& time G

the Supreme
e 30 o submis dctails of

Marjn Kharge an Tuesday

accused the J\a.rErxdn! Mu—

di-led government of

e SBT as 2 il mhddg
Lrugs

45,000 automated
data  entries of donoss
d e matched within
24 hours. ~why does the
then need 4 more
months, to collate this -
formation?~ he said.

“mModi govt. is using the
largest bank of our country
as a shield to hide ks du-

through

Elector: ™ he sakd
= Congress chief ad-
died: ~No less than the Su-
preme Court of india had

toy dhelawv dischosure of

The Congreas leadler alleged that the extension was being anught to
Expased.

‘ermure that the names of the

struck down Modi_govt's
‘Black Money Conversion”
scheme of Eleceoral Bonds,
holding it “Unconstiution

. “Violative of ®T1" and
“flfegal’ and asking SB1 1o
furnish_donor details by
March &

“BIF is the beneficlary”
24r. Kharge alleged thar the
extension b
Sought o ensure thar the
names of the s were
exposed before the
Tok Sabha etections. -
BIP is the main beneficiary
of this fraudulent scheme.
150t the Modl gove. conve-
niently hiding the BIPs

. poTEs,
plants

Soncrs were pat

were handed over to Modi-
Ji"s crondes in Heu of these

que electoral bonds?~

“__. The Electoral sonds
scheme was opaqgue,
mocratic anddﬁ[myed le-
vel playing field. But the
Mod

position o fill BIF's coffers
Mow a desperate govi. s
wrying to use SBI to bull-
doze the Supreme Courts
udgement he said

Il bownd dorsors il 1S
TP calls it attempt to save BJP from embarrassiment

Is; party asks if

dia  department,  gues
tiomed wiy a bank that op-

m
mation aboor electoral
bonds

“This should have been

claim that it will require
muore than four monchs to
furnish the details of mere-
Iy Z2oa7 B makes a poke
claims of Digital
Tkl Jsu"s extortions and
crony  capitalist  mexus
must be expased,” he said.

‘Nitish seeking simmultaneous
Assembly, LS polls in Bihar’

Sol K. Meair
MEW DELHI

The seat-sharimg

mars janata Dal ) has
equation more
o(lﬁssllalgh‘tf rorward, the

rrusi Nitish Kumas afb=1'||||1g his rromination papers for

Anothe
The WILE elections, in Patna

his macle. Pasinapet Denas,

complicated,
| Sources said thar ralks
have been further
Uit Hve tlecrlons far the
‘Council,

ing dowly, ety several
events laying  the
Process.

The DD, which cur
holds of the

of claim.
in the ruling NDA, inchsd-
ing Upendra Kushwaha's
ndisstan Awam Maorc
ften Ram fanjhi's

which was distarted the
last time around because
of the L@

a
remaining 10 berween the
partes the

55
er saurces,

against us,” a senlor [}
leader said.
In the Opposition camp.

and the Patliputra consti-
tuency whers one Opposi-
thoa MI_.\ Fecred.

Congress condemns
remarks by DMK MP

REW DELHL
The Congress on Tu
emne,

controwe
DME MP A Hala and as-
serted that one should ex-
ercise  restraint
sp

Supriya Shrinate. a Con-

From this platform, I con-

be
everyone and is all encom-

passing:

I believe that Ram., who

was called Imam-e-Hind, is

above communities. reli-

Eions and Fam is an

Fleal i lnimg Hee Hom bs
BTy,

Congress manifesto to focus on livelihood issues

NEW DELI
A foolproof system o pre-

went leak of question pap-
ers of professional recrsit-

sisrance to women,
Low interest rate on e

Former party chief Ra-

hul Gandhi on Tu
re ol

There is a necd to

at every level by

Pexws, savs Rahul

every level by ending the
BFs c.qllﬁus

sover : -
ke, o mcia trenieed I
cheating and privace print-

transparent. We will

let the future of st
Eohies he plaved withi= e
added.

training and apprentice-

ship to make the workforce
the de-

Synergy among armed
forces must, says Rajnath

Press Trust of India
WEW DELHI

In = projection of tdis
ng marstime
Defence Minister Hasmath
Singh Tuesday ad-
ressed the top naval com-
manders rd aircrafc
carrier INS Vikramaditya
in the Arabian Sea and wit-
nessed a m wargame
amid Chinas ncreasing
military  assertiveness in
the Indian Ocean region.
Mr. Singh also witnessed
the combar prowess of air-
craft carriers INS Vikranr

in maimsjnmg maritime
supertoriz
in his address to the
anders. ﬂleDe[ence
sakd

Fowmeer playi

h Singh aboard INS Vkramodiiya at thee Fiest

frerem v st i et L

ing the governments all-

various
ipe In the Red Sea
areas in the

Synergy amahg the armed
forces is crucial in today's

last few months.
In March last wear, Mr.

ever
scenario even as he lasded
the Navy for continuo:
n a leadership
ndian Ocean re-
its increasing
nsiomnal

the insusu-
the naval

The Navy is a reflection of
Indias growing stature on
the global canvas,~ he said

The defence minister
wnderscored the impar-
rance of jolnmess and syn-
ergy of the three services
an\jdst comssantliy-
evolving gecpolitical sce-
naris IclGaiRg Increasing
use of drones in modern-
dapy warfare.

Tany spokes
Commander Vivek Madh-

in mmain-
ladnl;ngmarkl:ne superiori-
i

In remarks at the com-

Calcutta HC judge
resigns, says he will
be joining BJPP soon

KOLEATA

Hosmrs after b reafemod. ae
the Calcutta

Thigh Court, fustice AbhER
Gangopadh; sday

said he was joining the
Bharativa  lanata Pariy
CELIE.

am joining the B[P 1
will be joining soon. Maybe
on March 7 in the after-
noon,” he sakd at a press
conference.

Speaking 1o pressper-
sons at his residence, he
said he had been In touch
with the BIP. “I  ap-
proached the BIF and the
EIP approached meS he

wha

presided awer cricial
cases such as the West Ben-
gal school job recruirment
scam, had earlier sent his
resignation w  President
Droupadi Murmu with co-
pdes to Chief Justice of In-
dia DY, Chandrachud and
Chiefjustice of the Calourta

_Court .

'l’he former

slvagn
Cangopadhyay said

s Tt e BIF leader

shl.p to decide his candsda

fure for the Lok Sabha

elections. He crisicised the

Trinamool ess lea-

dership and accused it of
TPt
o 5 Pl parcy. I b o

_jxtra [rural theatrel party,”
he sald. Mr. G

Justice Abngs Gamgenadhyay
Ixndl dlivected CRE lrresticn-

dozen of o
the recruit-

e BIP when
s judgements on varioss
cases. I will leave the rest
1o the people~
Trinamool Congress MP
Kalyan Banerjee dared Mr.
Gangopadhyay to contest
from any seat in the State.
“MNo matter from  which
. we will

s his capacity as a judge

sear he
defear him -

‘Gujarat has become a haven
for smmuggling of drugs’

RO

say ofter Brtme: Minkster
o

ics Control Burean, which
should  weed-our  drug
smuggling. is unable to do
it. Howewer, for political
mileage and with an eye on
glection, hir. Modi i3 sccus-

Madu unnecessa
ity ot the Ml focmmies
The Tamils will never taler-

ate in
According o him, the
Stare government had. in

chaired a meeting of top
police offcers o eradicare
marcotic substances.

T

Essue of uncontrolled

su“ﬂv Baija
hira Pradesh was raised in
um DGPs” meet, cannabis

&, 000 ac
ih the neighbouring Stare
wias destroyed

ha-dudfug\-ﬁeeand pro(ecl(
the future generation,” Mr.
Fegupathy said.

Taking a jibe a1 the g
and ixs state president

ar)d
drive against ganja-ped-

against a Minister in the
Previous AIADMEK regime

the MInller
said that the national party
had admitted 14 criminals
under NDPS

party. »ar.
malai point a finger ar us”
hee sald.

Asked why the DMK had
given drug racket accused

Joind
the party could not be ver-

“When  their

background comes o light,

there will be no space for
m in the DMK~




Synergy among armed
forces must, says Rajnath

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

In a projection of India’s
growing maritime power,
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh on Tuesday ad-
dressed the top naval com-
manders onboard aircraft
carrier INS Vikramaditya
in the Arabian Sea and wit-
nessed a mega wargame
amid China’s increasing
military assertiveness in
the Indian Ocean region.

Mr. Singh also witnessed
the combat prowess of air-
craft carriers INS Vikrant
and INS Vikramaditya in a
“twin-carrier” operation
that the Navy said was a de-
monstration of a “powerful
testament” to the crucial
role of sea-based air power
in maintaining maritime
superiority.

In his address to the
commanders, the Defence
Minister said jointness and
synergy among the armed
forces is crucial in today’s
ever-changing geopolitical
scenario even as he lauded
the Navy for continuously
emerging in a leadership
role in the Indian Ocean re-
gion with its increasing
multi-dimensional
capabilities.

Mr. Singh highlighted
the Navy’s important role
in maritime security and
maintaining India’s sove-
reignty and urged the com-
manders to remain pre-
pared to deal with all kinds
of challenges while assur-

Power play: Rajnath Singh aboard INS Vikramaditya at the first

Naval Commanders’ Conference 2024 on Tuesday. ANI

ing the government’s all-
possible support. The war-
game in the Arabian Sea al-
so came against the
backdrop of increasing glo-
bal concerns over Houthi
militants targeting various
cargo ships in the Red Sea
and adjoining areas in the
last few months.

In March last year, Mr.
Singh attended the inaugu-
ral session of the naval
commanders conference
onboard INS Vikrant.

“If India’s reputation
has increased in the Indian
Ocean Region and wider
Indo-Pacific, it is due to the
bravery and promptness of
our Navy,” he said.

“It has become synony-
mous with credibility in
the Indo-Pacific region.
The Navy is a reflection of
India’s growing stature on
the global canvas,” he said.

The defence minister
underscored the impor-
tance of jointness and syn-
ergy of the three services
amidst the constantly-
evolving geopolitical sce-
nario including increasing
use of drones in modern-
day warfare.

Navy spokesperson
Commander Vivek Madh-
wal said the “twin-carrier”
demonstration served as a
“powerful testament” to
the crucial role of sea-
based air power in main-
taining maritime superiori-
ty.

In remarks at the com-
manders’ conference, the
defence minister com-
mended the Navy for in-
creasing its multi-dimen-
sional capabilities in the
Indian Ocean region and
continuously emerging in a
leadership role.







VIKRAMADITYA: SYMBOL OF POWER AT SEA

COMMISSIONED | Nov 2013 CREW » HEIGHT
DISPLACEMENT | 44,500 tonne 110 officers, 60 metre
MAX SPEED | 30 knots 1,500 sailors (20-storey tall,

MAX RANGE | 7,000 nautical miles with 22 decks)

at economical 18 knots speed

CAPACITY | 24 MiG-29K supersonic
fighters & 10 helicopters
(anti-submarine Ka-28s, j——
early-warning KM-3ls. R

LENGTH

— ————

cosT» $2.33 billion

POWER PLAY

A carrier battle
group is the most
visible symbol of
raw combat power
prowling on

the high seas

US has 11 Nimitz-class
nuclear-powered
“super-carriers”. Each
over 94,000-tonne &
capable of carrying
80-90 fighters

(for Admiral Gorshkov's refit),
plus $2 billion (for 45 MiG-29Ks)

China inducted its first
65,000-tonne carrier
Liaoning in Sept 2012.
Second one under
construction, with

2 more in the pipeline

India & Italy have
2 camriers each

UK, France, Russia,
Spain, Brazil &
Thailand have
1 carrier each



" m The bridge

® Flight control com-
partment

® Aerial survelllance
rodor

B INS Vikramaditya
" Alr dlredlon radaf can sall at speeds
™ Alr(rolt dlro(tlon ofup to

;o :;‘me navigational 30 knots

and communication a speed usually
" antennae resorted to Inan

2,300 km ® 1t has a length of

about 284 metros
of cabling on Wikramaaitys = nearty the same

= (he cable could be
a3 about 12-and-a-
stretched from Delhl to Ban- half pitches of a

galore, with 150 km to spare cricket fiedd

284 metres

nearly the same as 4
Alrbus A380s stacked
; together nose-to-tall
60 metres

D Rl of T g,
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'HEIGHT =

59 meTres

-

CARRIER STATS

Crew - g 1,700

Compartments 2,300

PERFORMANCE

Top Speed 28 knots

Cruising Speed 18 knots

Endurance 7,500
nautical miles

WEAPONRY*

B 34fixed wing and
rotary aircraft

B MiG-29K fighter aircraft

B Kamov-31Air Early Warning
Helicopters

B American-built MH-60R
multirole helicopters

B Indigenously built Advanced
Light Helicopters

*The Navy has not specifically revealed yet what weapons and equipment INS Vikrant will have.
Expected list based on earlier statements and weaponry on board the comparably-sized INS Vikramaditya.

!

WEIGHT
= 40,000 TONNES




* Vikramaditya was acquired from Russia for $2.3 billion.

* |t was commissioned into the Navy in November 2013 without the crucial air-
defence systems. They are now being installed during the “guaranteed refit”, in
addition to scheduled maintenance, by the original equipment manufacturer.

* Itis a modified Kiev-class aircraft carrier. She has been renamed in honour of
Vikramaditya, a legendary 1st century BCE emperor of Ujjain, India.

* The Israeli-supplied Barak-1 point defence missile system and the Russian-origin
AK-630 close-in weapon system, borrowed from a to-be-decommissioned
Godavari-class ship, are installed on Vikramaditya.
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LLP. Police Recruitment Board

hief made scapegoat: activis

Ul‘(al' Pradesh Police Recruitrment Board

som Remuska Mishra has been made a
scapegcmrt o hide the morass of the recent
constable examination paper leak episode,
acriviszs said on Tuesday. —The decision to
remove the Chairperson of the Uttar Pradesh.
Police Recruitment and Fromotion
raken amid rising public pressure. The . o.ai.clal in
quuestiom has beemn
higher-ups in the State adrnmlstrm- s is just
me}»ewashm (|IE ysnzrn-ccnrrupd.nnan
for paper leaks
an

in Littar Prachesh.~ Amirab | rhalcur
anti-corruption activise, alleged.

INS urges sovt. to scrap 5%
Customs duty on newsprint
The Indian Newspaper Society has urged the

writhucirar

provide much-needed :el.ermm.e prin:

nledla Tndusrry,
operational

ot rre eftetioely aod
it el et e i SR
news and infarmation to the public,” (NS
president Rakesh Sharma

6 disqualified Himachal MLAs
move Supreme Court for relief

ik Comgress MLAs who were di
they cross-voted in the recent Rajva Sabha polls
in Himachal Pradesh moved the Supreme Court
imst their di Efication_ The
ve a against the
February 24 decision ey .staxejm[;lsladve
8 fy

woting om i,
mlorcongess leader .-u:rugheka.l.nghn fost the
abha g b

the rebels_

Tejashwi Yadawv calls for
issue-based debate with PM

su&'emqg from poverty, 100 crore

e Paina.
Essue-based debate_.. He can.

coLomMBo
ays after a vechni-
| )
dia arrfved in the

Mulzzs wanted remowved,
ehe Maldivian Defence hii-

nistry ann.
military pace with China

Defence Ghas-

the Republic of Maldives, o,
fostering stronger bilaterai
mies".

o shde:
The
social medi
did mor mention details of It also coincides with
what the
(anls Further, China donas-

ch.e Mald.wess Hea:lm (TS

ghay srate visik o Ehina 10
January.

il i

ounced signing a

raaldives's Minister of
atohamed Gha:

Indian troops out, Maldives
inks defence pact with China

free military assistance to Maldives to foster ties between
the pwor nations; Muuzu savs o Indian oroops to remain on island, in aniformn or

wiwvil clothes”
bullies don't provide USDH
3.5 Billion in 5id when the
el are in trouble”

i -
;f!!rr.r

Interpreting it as a
“swipe ar- Mr. Mulzzu, sev-
eral maldivian media out-
lets reported the remarks,
lnking them to Mr. Mulz-
Zus media comments soon
after his return from China
i fanuary.

nister Moosa Zameer

the mMaldivian De-

ing our economic and se

ralks on military cooper-  curicy parmerships
! between  the
tries. [Drwan:l 14)

Ministry's pose om
a platform X

eement em-

12 green ambulances to

nistry de- mon, instead  replacing
velopment s In line with  them with a technical team
the fwo couniries agr o hel rate India-gifte
o “elevate™ {China-Mal- aircraft. The decision
dives relations to a “cos- . amid Mr. Muizzua's
prehensive stra persistent calls for the re-
erative

fr

campaign promise-turn,
made

Mohamed Ghassan Maumoon and Zhang Baceun ot China's Office
Deputy Diroctor at Chisas o [ € i
Odfice for Internagional Mil-

raldivian Forelgn ni-

ed on X, “Delighted o host
(hE China EXIM Bank dele-
and the Chinese

Fallleary  delagadon . for
tunch today. we had Froit-
full discussions on bolster

stationed in the island na-

moval of Indian woops, a
e

by the

“Maldives may be small,
bt thar doesn't give others

Following bilateral dis-  the licence to bully the
cussbons between a high-  country” Mr. Mukzzu h
lewel core group, the two  sabd. During his China wisit,
sides in early February  the divian leader also

dian Ocean archipelago ist arrivals to the island
May 10, i phases. mation. India was the lar
ressing o public  gest source marker last
event on  Monday, Mr  wvear, but has since mowved
Mz his sup- 1o the sixth spot, Goll
porters that Indian troops ott Maldbes—
r be stationed  campaign 4 went wiral
in the Maldives after the o indian social medis ear-
= £ In uniform or  Her this ye:

ax.
fding o the Mald

5|
The laland nanen i chal
attire.

Bitter back amd forth

Bengal officials have
been warned to curb
poll violence: CEC

MO AT

Chief Election Commis-
slomer (CECH Rajiv Kumar
said on Tuesday that the
Election Commission has
issued strict instructons to

and e

field during the Lok Sabha
elecrions. ducements, especially
M. Rumar said drugs, go counter-
feit Indian  currency, he

slso prevent any incldent”

T e CEC aaid there were
TSE crore woters — .85
crore men and 373

curtail violence during  having a gendes ratic of ov-
polls, Mr. Kumar said, “in A T Ml ek oF
Cidents will not be that wi-  the Election Commission
despread this time. If vio-  has been in Kolkata for two
le does days and held meetings
spread, then the discrice  with pobitical parties and
admin 3 officials he sStare
isom. IF they do not take ac Eovermment.

thon themn we will make M. ar said the com-

Mearmwhile, External  Af-
fairs Minister S. Jaishan-
kars ent comments at
an event in New Delhi,
whers he said thar “big

Las: agen-  prewv
cles have been directed to news. It has launcl
monitor intes-State boan-
daries and internarional
borders to cur Aow of in-

tem and a tollfree mumber
o register complaines.

INDIA bloc leaders not able
to digest success of govt.: PM

Every faroer, somn,

BEL EANESWAR

Mo, INDH alliance leaders
suy chat Ie is an ide MEW DELHD
inst 1-

ogyof]NDIalh anceleaders | Goosle is relnststing do-
is family firss while Modrs | mens of apps thar we

Google reinstates Indian
apps ‘in spirit of cooperationr

what they characterised as

freeration programme for
the Secrion of socke-
T Thia 18 the reascn win

toils hard for every family
of the country.” Mr. Modi

“These leaders have
=d

pan}'

T o realetims the
firm's platform fees on in-
=pp

Ton ariby
reinitating the 2pps % of the

their services in

The tech Frm curnently coliects wrimondal or
1186 to 0% per transacton in
dmes

such as in the dating, ma-
onial OTT stream-
ing space — are wying to

any answes to our commit-
ments,

cles, and dedication.

. proki-
1D

pending in e Supreme

Court,” a Google spokes-

werty. This is winy 1 call me- | persoi g uingioll

ra bharar mera

ATy counmry, my ramuy:-,

These statements are dis-

murbing family-centric 1 “Google

grs. Sinics yeaterday, every

farmer, son and daughter
been resonating this,

“Goople has been sup-
porting our technobogy de-
wvelopment journey and we
believe that in the coming

m .  both  startup
rative effors to find sohs companies and Google will
tions that respect the come to a longlerm reso-

meeds af all partes

mains a sethack for the
ho hacd

Thave
cannot run away from wp its attack on M, d calling ﬂ'em pun of Modi's 5. We will Invodce our apps’ Sopers, wi Ppresent
Iugxe-sponglbuldg_" the leader added. “We are Emplermenting a mily and they family,™ full applic: s fees mowed the court to avoid camps.
ro solve s pumie onie, TEELERS SLEDOPELL FAITE
TmEAErREsBwi@ErIE - 14115 et crime 30 our crosmvord sive % -~ -
Mtrgrss e prargre. Mok mr’n: 1 -3
ey r—— - s N Gratitude to parents

‘Crucial time lost, the medicine may be inside s (4]
Still it's mizsing in the dack meght (3]

Attack the stk an arimal (8

Still met zeen, sl | oo
Ban &, reportedly Sone of 7.<an sxpiose (51

Madras refused 1o antermn regulie semer for he <aenival
‘Cut, ball in turn does spin 151

B doesa s ke sense (o restrict travel |5

Study - swen lsrael follows another couning [T1

Host simple o ad garment IT)

Y

wisll knowe, but ros unuersal ree (S}
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Suffesing, not sometiing unkncwn for a skinflo |51
Extrermely carsfiull with the weosk done, many cross 3t the
meesner 190
Part of lunch, may be after one? (s}
Live with doube - need pues o become 2 Big comperstion (4,5
Dpen S U CRnire. wolnme BoEs U Som @mh et 151
‘Dt wacen s happiness cut shart in the bargan (5}
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Function perhaps without 2 wind down (3]
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The sacrifices that parents make for their children can
mever be wiholly described. Aitareya Brahmana points ouwt
why such a description is diffeculr, said Vehakkuds Krish-

Aitareya Br
water do for us. The earth gives us the food we need 1o
sustain curselves.
‘Can we ever repay her for whar she gives us? Fire is es-
sential for cooking our food. Can we repay the fire for all
we need water 1o bathe, to quench our thirst, etc. Can
rater for its uses?
is a “mo’.

ate of & halanee, and on e otver, place S he

what our parents do for us will tip
downwards, showing the magnitude of what they do for

“The Wedas s aman‘s nis HOO years. Even if
e e Mo e rhe St Thve Foof LS wocira o Cacy Dis th W

after them when they are
alive. and then do the prescribed rituals for them afier
they have departed from this world.

In fact, rituals such as tarpanae, skraadha and maka-
Taya are observed keeping &n mind all our
ancestors.

This is the only way we can show our gratnsde to our

ancestors.
>

-+



Indian troops out, Maldives
inks defence pact with China

The agreement says Beijing will provide free military assistance to Maldives to foster ties between

the two nations; Muizzu says no Indian troops to remain on island, ‘in uniform or in civil clothes’

Meera Srinivasan
COLOMEO

ays after a techni-
D cal team from In-
dia arrived in the

Maldives to replace troops
that President Mohamed
Muizzu wanted removed,
the Maldivian Defence Mi-
nistry announced signing a
military pact with China.

Maldives’s Minister of
Defence Mohamed Ghas-
san Maumoon and Major
General Zhang Baoqun,
Deputy Director at China’s
Office for International Mil-
itary Cooperation, on Mon-
day signed an agreement
on “China’s provision of
military assistance gratis to
the Republic of Maldives,
fostering stronger bilateral
ties”, the Maldivian De-
fence Ministry said. The
two sides also held bilater-
al talks on military cooper-
ation.

The Ministry’s post on
social media platform X
did not mention details of
what the agreement en-
tails. Further, China donat-
ed 12 green ambulances to
the Maldives’s Health Mi-
nistry on Monday. The de-
velopment is in line with
the two countries agreeing
to “elevate” China-Mal-
dives relations to a “com-
prehensive strategic coop-
erative partnership”,
during Mr. Muizzu’s five-
day state visit to China in

January.

|
h
]

Mohamed Ghassan Maumoon and Zhang Baoqun at China’s Office
for International Military Cooperation. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Maldivian Foreign Mi-
nister Moosa Zameer post-
ed on X, “Delighted to host
the China EXIM Bank dele-
gation, and the Chinese
military delegation for
lunch today. We had fruit-
ful discussions on bolster-
ing our economic and se-
curity partnerships
between the two coun-
tries. Looking forward to
continued collaboration.”

It also coincides with
New Delhi’s apparent com-
promise with Male, agree-
ing to withdraw its troops
stationed in the island na-
tion, instead replacing
them with a technical team
to help operate India-gifted
aircraft. The decision was
made amid Mr. Muizzu’s
persistent calls for the re-
moval of Indian troops, a
campaign promise-turned-
official pledge made by the
leader.

Following bilateral dis-
cussions between a high-
level core group, the two
sides in early February
reached a consensus on In-
dian troops leaving the In-
dian Ocean archipelago by
May 10, in phases.

Addressing a public
event on Monday, Mr.
Muizzu reassured his sup-
porters that Indian troops
will no longer be stationed
in the Maldives after the
date, “either in uniform or
in civil clothes”. He ap-
peared to be responding to
critics claiming that Indian
soldiers had returned to
the island nation in civil
attire.

Bitter back and forth

Meanwhile, External Af-
fairs Minister S. Jaishan-
kar’s recent comments at
an event in New Delhi,
where he said that “big

bullies don’t provide USD
4.5 billion in aid when the
neighbours are in trouble”,
referring to Indian assis-
tance to Sri Lanka during
its crisis in 2022, have
drawn wide attention in
the Maldives.

Interpreting it as a
“swipe at” Mr. Muizzu, sev-
eral Maldivian media out-
lets reported the remarks,
linking them to Mr. Muiz-
zw’s media comments soon
after his return from China
in January.

“Maldives may be small,
but that doesn’t give others
the licence to bully the
country,” Mr. Muizzu had
said. During his China visit,
the Maldivian leader also
urged Chinese travellers to
reclaim their top spot in
tourist arrivals to the island
nation. India was the lar-
gest source market last
year, but has since moved
to the sixth spot, following
the “boycott Maldives”
campaign that went viral
on Indian social media ear-
lier this year.

According to the Maldi-
vian Tourism Ministry’s lat-
est figures, China accounts
for 12.8 % of the total num-
ber of visitors — 4,31,002 as
of March 3 — recorded in
2024, while India accounts
for 6.4 %. Earlier this year,
Beijing said, “The relations
between China and the
Maldives now stand at a
new historical starting
point.”
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A 2023 report by the WEF noted the proportion of
hired into leadership roles was 379 in 2022 GETTY IMAGES.

Favomen

Gender inequality
persists in top jobs,

researches

Agence France Presse
PARLIS

show

Aore women are taking top management Jobs but

inequality persists, with

n still dominating bu-

siness leadership roles, researdl showed ahead of
International Women's Day on March &.
Despite some high-profile exceptions and laws
helplng 1o boost quotas for women board mem-
exe

cutives,
has top. A survey pi

SVhliia s et chatad s diversicy. found only 7%
f finance di

©f CEOs and 17% o

it remains a
ublished

slow march to

last week by E

Russia hacks unsecured Gerimamn
line discussing Ukraine arms aid

The fallout from the leaked audio tape. which features four hi ranking German officers hypothetically discussing how

Taurus long-range missiles could be used by Kyiv against Russian forces, has increased tensions between the two countries

a Singapore hotel to join a
conference call that was
Y

vernment and

rectors in blg compa-

nies in developed countries were wi

batte for gender equality remains ongoing,”
van M:

Equileap’s CEO Diana

sand

k.
A 2023 report by the World Economic Forum

st five the proj
hired into leadership roles rising from just over

33% in 2016 to nearly 37% in 2022,

at the top level. ~Work structures have been busit

U cver s
eeds,”

rs to accom n's

veai te me!
said Tara Cemlyn-jones, the CEO of 25x25,
non-profit organisation lhzl aims to improve the

Sendes balance in execut
“The

ive leadership rofes.

only way that you can get around that is

being consciously

aware that you have to make

sure the structures are equally fair to women.” she

sasd.

A Deloirte survey of 10,

500 companies in S1

ween the two countries.
“Not all participants ad-
red to the secure dialing

Boris Pistorius said as he
briefed presspersons” {n
Beslins on the inkisl resnits
ongotng

Investigation.
The Minister said that
the officer question,
whose name was withheld,

ing military om.:e.s from
across Europe.
Aiated into The WebEx call

Suppert call: A demaonstrator holds 3 placal

hacking took place in the
hotels use; the

The 38-minute audic
leakwaspnswd y Margar-

board.” Mr. said.
“It must therefore be as-

this (phone) conference
was ce hit as part of
a2 broad., scate p-
proach™

chief editor
of the Rumsian state fumded

<calling on the German Chancellor Olaf Scholz to supply
Utraine with Taurus air-to-surface cruise mizsdes, during a rally in BerSn on February 24. 455

However, Russia's Fo-
reign Minisiry on M
threatened Germany with

“dire comsequences~ in

RT, on
social medita on Friday. the

xe
valny was Laid to rest after
his still-unexplained death
two weeks ago in an Arctic
penal colony. The record-
ing also surfaced just
weeks before Russia’s pre-

with Ihe leak.
1z did ot elaborae

Relations between the
two countries have ste.
eroded since Russia invad-

go Gerhartz, can be heard

djsctpluury proceedings
were being considered. but
that severe personal conse-

While German authori-
ties have not guestioned
the authenticity of the re.
Olar

were
will not sacrifice any
of my best officers to Pu-
tin's games, to put It very
~ he said, referring
to Russian President Viadi-
mir Putin.

S nois 2ald lass week that
hose

scenarsos for Taurus mis-
siles in Ukraine before a
meeting with Mr. Pistorius.

¢
to Ukraine was not an op-

Germany
Toto the war dlre(v.l

siles would only be possi-
ble with the participation

German s. The of-
ficers satd training Ulras-

nian soldiers to deploy the
Taurus on their own woul
be possible, but it would
take months.

“More important tasks”
The recording also shows

continue to help Ukraine
fight Russia.
There had been
months long debate in Ger-
many about whether to
supply the Taurus missiles

EU officials
propose to
boost bloc’s
defence

Associated Press
BRUSSELS

Top Binpean nlon offt

have slumbered under the
protective nuclear cover of
the United States through
the NATO alliance while
their defence spending
and crisis preparedness
red.

A first warning under

former U.S. President Do-

help. The

10 Ukraine as Kyiv faces

unail
Mr. Scholz said last week
that Germany would not
deliver the missiles. With

&r Stepping up its support
this year.

orfus pointed
out tha( while the dam.

e actual content
of the leaked audio was
~manageable,” Russia's
real success was that with
the leak it set the agenda
for what is being
in Germany, and “that's ex-
actly what Putin wants 1o
achieve™

t Mr. Trump
might return to the White
House and undermine sup-
port for Ukraine has also
ocused minds

Europe.
Now, with an increasing-
ly assertive Moscow.
need to beef up defence is
becoming ever clearer.
“After decades of under-
spending. we must invest
more on defence. but we

fence industry is a strategic
Bmpertive
heavyweights
Sininos arict Germany have
arned that the bloc must
do more to protect itself.

Taiwan
deputy FM
visits Tuvalu
to firm up ties

TAIPE!

Taiwan's deputy Foreign
Minister has embarked on
a visit to diplomatic ally Tu-
calu, officials said on Tues-
day. after the Pacific island
nations new government
affirmed i ~special” rela-
tionship with Taipe

sovernmen
said Forelgn Ministry prd
M Toen wiil attend cele-
brations for the new go-
vernment and meet top of-
ficials including new Prime
Minister Feletl Teo to dis-
bilateral cooperation
Satur

Atrican gow

Whimsical approach

conference in Ca)

Camned protest: A man wearing 2 2 mask made out of a plastic can takes partina protess oeganised Ly [llrurlur Rebelicn 2eninees South
s commitment to use fossil fuels, outside the venue for the Africa Energy

e Tomm on Tuesds,

Australia proposes to grow
trade ties at ASEAN forum

MELBOURNE

stralia unveiled plans to
ramp up investment in
Southeast Asia on Tuesday,

setting aside SL.3 billion to
bolscer erade in a region of

rising economic migh

Prime Minister An(hony
Albanese announced the

outheast Asian N.
(ASEAN) forum met in Mel-
bourne for a three-day

summit.
“The rnment I lead
has made It clear. More
any other region,
Southeast Asia Is where
Australia‘s future Nes.™ Mr.
told a

Btalisne Ot Mitete Aoy M cpiem: teft, mith leaders and
ASEAN

1o build economic ties out-
side of trading
rtmer China.
Fuelled by years of swift
and

on Tuesday. AFP
role in the global push for

funding
package will provide ex-

growth, the ASEAN bloc is
widely seen as an emerg-
in, powerhouse.

forum on the summit's
sidelines.

Following a series of
brusing disput es. Austra.
lia has increasingly looked

=

With vast deposits of
critical minerals and a
booming appetite for elec-
tricity, Southeast Asia is al-
so poised to play a major

port
geared largely towald i

f Australia’s eco-
nomic engagement with
ASEAN for a generation™.

3 ir. Chen.
The visit “demonstrates
the solid ties the
countries... as this

Tuvahs,~ the Foreign Minis-
d in a separate

switch dlplolnaﬂ( recogni-
tion o Beffin
ali, Wiih a popula-
ciom o 18 000, is one of just
12 countries — including
three in the Pacific — that
still maintain formal diplo-
matic relations with Taipel
rather than Bei
cae

Press

Minietry ssldl &

sEouL

Nosth Korea called the on-
going South Korean-U.S.
milicary drills a plot to in-
vade the country, as it
threatened on Tu. ®
take unspecified “responsi-
ble~ military steps in
response.

Drongly nces the
recldess millla!)' drills of

soverelgn stal
and atteapt for bevacing

Responsible activities

The North's
came a day after the South
Korean and U.S. forces
kicked off their annual
computer-simulated com-

a

spokexpexson said Norch
Korea's military will “conti-
nue to warch the adventu-
rist acts of the enemies and
mili-

post
of field

mand
variety
for an 1ll-day run. This
years drills were to involve
48 field exercises, twice
the number ted last
year.

In a statement carried
by state medta, the North's

ary
Coakrol the Gnstable secta
ity environment on the Ko-
rean Peninsula ™

The spokesperson did

not say what measures
North Korea would take.
ut observers say North

Peace rally: Sroteszers ot rally demanding to sop the joint military

between

Korea will likely carry out
missile tests or other steps
to bolster its war capabili-

“South Korea’s Defence
Minisery sald Later on Tues-

the U.S. and Scuth Korea, in Seoul on Monday. AP

make an overwhelming
sEopinse i Nomh Wiirea

North Korea threatens military response to U.S.-South

Korean armed drills

'he US_and

the
North. Nor!h Korea has
previously ~reacted to
South i

South Korea have expand-
<d their military exercises

oo'with Taunches of a bar-
rage of missiles into the
sea.

Korea's
(_hle& "or S
week thar this year’s mili-
tary drills with the U.S.

threats and would involve
live-firing. bombing, air as-
sault and missile intercep-
tion drills.

Tions againse & during the

edly said mg,- e o

past_two years, as
North has  test-launched
missiles at a record pace
and openly threatened to
use nucear weapons

“No reconciliation”
North Korean leader Kim
Jong-un also declared his

puted sea boundary with
South Kore.

Experts say North Korea
wea

helps it win relief of U.S.-
led economic sanceions.
Nor

mited provocation near
the tense border
South Korea this year, ex-
perts say.

amx




Australia proposes to grow
trade ties at ASEAN forum

Agence France-Presse
MELBOURNE

Australia unveiled plans to
ramp up investment in
Southeast Asia on Tuesday,
setting aside $1.3 billion to
bolster trade in a region of
rising economic might.

Prime Minister Anthony
Albanese announced the
funding as leaders from
the 10-nation Association
of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN) forum met in Mel-
bourne for a three-day
summit.

“The government I lead
has made it clear. More
than any other region,
Southeast Asia is where
Australia’s future lies,” Mr.
Albanese told a business
forum on the summit’s
sidelines.

Following a series of
bruising disputes, Austra-
lia has increasingly looked

ASEAN - Australia

Australia’s Prime Minister Anthony Albanese, left, with leaders and
representatives of ASEAN members in Melbourne on Tuesday. AFp

to build economic ties out-
side of major trading
partner China.

Fuelled by years of swift
and sustained population
growth, the ASEAN bloc is
widely seen as an emerg-
ing economic powerhouse.

With vast deposits of
critical minerals and a
booming appetite for elec-
tricity, Southeast Asia is al-
so poised to play a major

role in the global push for
clean energy.

Australia’s new funding
package will provide ex-
port financing and loans
geared largely toward in-
frastructure and renewa-
ble energy projects.

Mr. Albanese said it was
“the most significant up-
grade of Australia’s eco-
nomic engagement with
ASEAN for a generation”.
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Member states shown in dark green.

Headquarters(®!

Largest city
Working language

Official languages
of contracting states

Membership

Leaders

+ Secretary-General
» Chairmanship of
ASEAN

Establishment
+ Bangkok Declaration

* Charter

Area
« Total

Jakarta, Indonesial®
- 6°14°207S
106°47'57"E
Jakarta, Indonesia
Englishl?!
Burmese - Chinese -
English - Filipino -
Indonesian - Khmer -

Lao - Malay - Tamil -
Thai - Vietnamese

10 member  [show]
states

2 observer  [show]

states

Kao Kim Hourn

KN Laos

8 August 1967 (56
years ago)

16 December 2008
(15 years ago)

4,522 5188 km?
(1,746,154 sq mi)

Establishment

* Bangkok Declaration

* Charter

Area
« Total

Population
+ 2023 estimate

* Density

GDP (PPP)
+» Total

* Per capita

GDP (nominal)
* Total

* Per capita

HDI (2021)

8 August 1967 (56
years ago)

16 December 2008
(15 years ago)

4,522 5188 km?
(1,746,154 sq mi)

683,290,000

144/km?2
(373.0/sq mi)

2024 estimate
$12.007 trillion!®!
$17,528/°!

2024 estimate
$4.248 trillion'®!
$6,201°

0.726°!
high



The 44th ASEAN Summit will take place in April or May 2024 in
Indonesia. The summit will include leaders of ASEAN Dialogue
Partners (China, Japan, and South Korea) and ASEAN Dialogue
Partners (Australia and New Zealand). The summit will address issues
such as:

* The aftermath of the earthquake and tsunami
o (EoVD=)

» The Thai government's handling of the insurgency in south Thailand =~

O Wikipedia
ASEAN Summit - Wikipedia

In addition, the Australian government is hosting a special ASEAN summit
from March 4-6, 2024 in Melbourne to mark the 50th anniversary of Australia
becoming the association's first dialogue partner. The summit will take place
at the Melbourne Convention and Exhibition Centre. -

UBS Singapore is also hosting its 12th edition of its OneASEAN Summit on
March 4, 2024 in Singapore.
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Business

Bigbasket eyes
IPO in 2025

ering profit: bighasket hopes to become profitable
in the next 6-8 months, says Menon. THE

Janaki Krishaan

MUMBAT

ine grocer

o the Tatas. but 1 think we are £

bigbasket is targeting an initial
p.mnc offering APO) of e Shres I 2025, CBO
=5 Co-Sieistes el Reviia astl:
2025 is the date. We are leaving this

for 2025,

AMr. Menon told businessline on the sidelines of an
in

Sarong U.S. economy sends dollar
bears into hibernation for now

Su:nn

NEWS ANALYSIS

uters

NEW YORK
stronger-than-ex-
pected United

bet the currency would
wilt under a of in-
terest rate cuts that have
yet to materialize_

The dollar index, which

10 end FY24

ted
with revenue in the region of $1.5 billion an

hopes to become profit

months, Mr. Menon said_

He sasd

_. it has come down quite a bit.”

table in the next

the capital requirements were
what they had

much
been earlier. “We dont
need as much money as we needed five years ago

he said, adding

capital.
fresh and a

‘ata Digital acquired more than
Alibaba

silicon
Venture Partners that hold minority stakes in it

Profitability factor
s three business lines — bb daily, the

slotted business and bb

now — the first two are

already szable and profitable, while the third bb

be profitable in

pow. the quick commerce vertical, is expected to
the next

six-efght mon:
e soriter s with The Fiinde businesstine)

robust U.S. economy that
has made the Federal Re-
serve hesitant to ease mo-
netary pollcy too quickly
and risk an inflationary
rebound.

ULS. gross domestic pro-

sts are snIl broadly be.ln:h on Ihe doILu:

rates strategist at ‘\hcqu.v
rie, who has become mor
nentral on the dollar afier
his bearish owtlool

of heart” on the dollar, he
sasd.

The dollar’s strength
will be tested this week as
investors brace for Federal

Lhe (h"‘ll' s

While the median
forecast among currency
strategists is for the
dollar to weaken over
the rest of the year. some
B0% believed there was
a risk of the dollar

ated last year, China faces
a deepening property cri-

employment data ac the
end of the week. Signs that
the Federal

cuts or that the U.S. econo-

“there is no significant evi-
dence Europe and China
are picking up,” said Thier-
ry Wizman, global FX and

to stay
Strong could support the
dollar’s rally.

Investors are pricing in
some 8S basis points of

their target

rate cuts for 2024, com-
pared to more than 150 ba-
sis points they had fac-
tored in early January,
futures tled to the Fed's
policy rate
Am

is Ugo Lanci
currency at Neul

Iman, who is betting on the
greenback to continue ris-
ing thanks to U.S. outper-

hl.\te.

Stromg comebactk: The dollar index, which measures the groenback against a basket of its peers, & up 2.4% year-to-date. AFP

formance even though he
believes it has grown ex-
pensive relative to other
currencies.

“Our call right now is
purely a relative growth
type of call,” he said.

Gertting the dollar’'s tra-

rency’s central role in glo-

bal inance.
A strong dollar could
on outlook for

u.s. as

thelr outlook: signs that the Federal R&er\e

so complicate other cen-
tral banks” efforts to fight
inflation as it makes their
currencies cheaper.
t«.uropean Central Bank,
which concludes its mone-
tary policy meeung on
Thursday. has also pusbed
back against rate cut talk
due to sticky inflation.
Signs that the euro zone's

policymakers might furth-
& delay easing could boost

ewro ac the dollar’s

makes it

S; are  sull

to
convert their foreign pro-
fits into dollars, while also
making reers’

ducts  less

Set data showed.
Dollar strengeh could al-

sistent stre s

de ool Wil lhe
median for amos
currency sua(eglxls is for
the dollar n over

the rest of the year, some
80% believed there was a
risk of the dollar exceeding

their target, a Reuters poll
showed in February.

Paul Mielczarski, head
of macro strategy at Bran-
dywine Global, sees the
dollas's recent rebound as
more of a ~tactical rally as

conductor cycle, which be-
nefits currencies like the

Others, ver, see
more reasons for
—especially if

that
ocked
Analysts ar Capstal x-;cm
omics wrote that

Trumps pe Tarifrin:
Creames could shift the Fed

a wider trade war that
spurs safe haven demand
for the U.S. currency. The
dollar initially rallied after
Mr. Trump won the 2016
election bus fell 10.5% dur-

v far
off, Investors will S Hkely

hesitant to renew bear-
e against the green-
back, Macquarie’s Wizman

sai

71 think ies 3 “show me-
stos said. “The
praist N o skepticism on
the part of traders is high

| &) ber technology

otic touch:

Members of the media am.
rotost detivesy service by Utser Exts Japan, Motadbishi Electric and robot Seveloper Carthan i dowrsouwn Tokyo. AFP

2nd passersby walk next to

rned robot as it crosses the street during 3 demerstration

U.N. warns of climate change impact
on women run farms in poor nations

ROME

Women who run farms
and al households in
countries suffer more

as they try to adapt to oth-
er sources of income in
times of crises, the United
Nations warned Tuesday.

Thar disparity transl
into a per capita reduci
of $83 due to heat stress

Bearing the brunt: female headed rural households lose 83 more

and $35 due to floods —

of income curing heat waves and 3% more during fleods. AP

came up with the statistics

tegrated that data with 70
years of precipitation and
temperature data.

asx
and wages betw

coming u an annual to- een wo-
tal of $37 billion and $16  men and men, the study
poor

oo\mtnes the U.N. agency

said in the report.
“Considering the signifi-

cant existing differences in

Sifmate change will greatty

widen these gaps in the
years ahead.” FAO said_

The based FAO

count specific vul-
ies of rural women

and you!
Only €% of the mor

4.000 propos:
tained in the national cli-
mate- adaptation plans of
the countries surveyed

men.

India firms look to bet big on coal-fired power after long absence

Private Indian
essed interest in build-

firms_have

six-year drought in signifi-
e

in the sector.

could cumularively cost bil-
Hons of dollars and demon-
strate renewed appesite in

tter in wean-

vernment, which has cited
energy security concerns
and low per-capica emis.

fend India’s coal

sions to de: s o

has been try-
ing to attract private invest-
ment to coal-fired ca-

pacity by 80 GW by 2032.

Half the capacity
Coal-fired power plants
t for half,

ccording he ©

and a g : presen-

tation seen by Reuters. or about 215 GW of Indias
The  potontial Invest-  total installed capacity of

ments, which have not 430 GW, with renewables

been reported,

for 135 GW and

hyd.ro making up 47 GW.
esperson for the

Power Ministry said the

private sector had

o invest

power sector “in line wl(h

the energy

Energy Boost: APP wants the government to ensure local credit for investments. REUTERS

the nation.” adding India
was ahead of international
commitments to cut
e

in the coalfired “The private sector
now expressing interest
of wiabili-

ty and assurance that pay-
ments ‘will be made

eking
ia's Association of
Power Producers (APP)

which represents coal-

by an arm of the Power Mi-
nistry in November, esti-
mates the plants would be
by 2032

government presen-
tation dated November 21
reviewed by Reuters.

= Power plans 16
GW of new domestic coal-
based r generation in

sald Anoth-

er source sasd Vedanta will
24419 CW of capacky.

ces — two go-

vernmen
industry executives — de-
clined to be named as the
ions are not public.

e

drought
In the five years to March
2018, private ments
drove S6 GW, or more than
60% of the new coal-fired
power, government data
shows. That dwindled to
LS GW, or 5% o(‘addirlons
in the years as
projes l;IS faced ﬁ tal
stress, shifting the invest-
ment burden on State and
Undon

dependence in the last

coal-fired power attractive
oosting profts and
pus.hlng shares of genars-

and ensure local credlt

A total of 24 private sec-
tor over

vestments. ~It will be a blg

GW, or over 10% of cur-
rent Indian coalfired ca-

pacity, are on hold or un-
likely to be commissioned
to financial stress, as
Power

per ¥ inistry data.

higher coal

for any private
developer to raise funds.~

APP wrote in the Decem-
ber 4 letter. adding state

tion Corp. must be asked to
take the lead




" Uber technology

N \ ‘

Robotic touch: Members of the media and passersby walk next to an unmanned robot as it crosses the street during a demonstration of a
robot delivery service by Uber Eats Japan, Mitsubishi Electric and robot developer Cartken in downtown Tokyo. AFP
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Modi sarkar ki
Guarantee

JOURNALISM OF COURAGE
s1

NCE Yo32

T7.00 (T8 BIHAR & RAIPUR. 712 SRINAGAR) WWW INDIANE XPRESS.CO!

Means Guarantee of

fulfilling dreams of

140 Crore indians

e ANNVONNID4

UBHAJIT ROY
NEW DELF MaRCH S

N THE fiest snclian government

Congraculations to @CM
shehbaz on Sworn in as
Che Prise Mnistes of Pakistan.
[Modi pasted on X

This message from Modi is

BUSINESS as Usuar
By UNNY

© Sl

EXPRESS NETWORK

Modi greets Shehbaz,
first Indian response

different from the one he posted
in Apeil 2022 wiven he said

desired peace and stabaity in a
con 2

PM IN VALLEY TOMORROW

= v for Prime
abrogation of Article 370 in August 2019. He will be.

Modi's visit Th

his first to the Valley since the
Ara

public rally at the

ANONNA DUTT
NEW DELHI MARCH S

WEEK. _when Prime

a
g
£
L]

POLICE races s 12

Captain Angad Pratap and Wi

Behind this is 3 rigorous
raiming e &
naun

MISSION GAGANYAAN

Tralnmg for space at ISRO: Survival
lessons, simulators, yoga, engineering

After Russian leg, the four IAF officers are preparing for the mission in Bengaluru

Idias fires crewed space s
sion. have bee:

Ben;
ing in engineering disciplines

TWO-PHASE TRAINING
GENERIC SPACEFLIGHT MESSION SPECIFIC
TRAINING IN RUSSIA TRAINING IN INDIA
i sets of
weightlessness. fuding one
sicicness, and livang in that will mamic jerics.
isolas vibrations., ation,
= Parabolsc — shocks
aircraft that fly up and = Basics of spaceflight.
down angtes Propulso
- Survival training for Y"“'"“
Avideo grab of one of the terrains such as = Psychological and
four. at ISRO'S = : :
facility the Arctic. and the sea including yoza

yogza classes: and training on

Simulators that mimic the jerks.

vibrations. acceleration and

Shocks that 3 space flisght entails.
Currendy. the.

thesmselves with the spacecraft
and its operations ahead of the

thar started in 2020 and contin-
ued through the pandemsc
e crani

Muizzu: No
Indian troops,
in uniform or
civilian clothes,
after May 10

SHUBHAJIT ROY
NEW DELHL MARCH S

DAYS BEFORE the deadfine set
Bor she wirhAsssaraf the Mest
basch of Indian militasy
Maldives | Pressdent
harned Muizzis has said that
no Indian military personnel,
Whether in ursform oc ~civilian
nc ins the

with a focus on
an ot

N JANAR
CHENNALMARCH S

DMK LEADER and former Unicn
[Manister A Raja has said India is
ot a nation in conventional
terms with one language. one

ot 2 country. but a

Raja: India a
subcontinent.
w” not a country

~One country means one lan-

enc. e sasd.

suage.
Indiia was not 2 country but a sub-
Hese. Tl Nacks &3

Stasn
birthday on March 1. Raja sasd.

PAGE 1
NCHOR

|stHAIU PHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

2 bester life in

counEry with one.
one cultuse. Malayalam s
ared acuinme. _ Keeping

they were employed The inci-
dent took place at an orchard at
Margall Ty {

dain, i
e DATCOf which thay fariarte

DMK Raja’s remarks on India, Ram:
BJP hits back, his allies urge restraint

them Al cogectser &5 what made
Endia — this makes India 2 sub-
Conginent. not 3 countr
Further. referring to SUppot-
ers of the Bilkss Bano gangrape
Cornvices chanting ~3as Shs Ram™
hey were released. Raja

said. “If this is the god you are
calking about, if this & your Jai
Stars Rany’ and ‘Bharat Mata Kifai',

and tell everyone that we are
= NUED ON PAGE 2

workplace.” said Antorsy

agricultural *

Nebin, who held an induszrial
oetng.

Sources sasd.
The ingured men were iden—

Nevin. who is also employed in
tsrael

ad
been imjured in 3 méssile amack.

Lacer his.

HC acquits Saibaba,
others in Maoist case;
Maharashtra moves SC

OMKARGOKHALE
MUSMBAL MARCH S was
o
TING THAT the prosecution
TaB e 1o e fon e apalnt
Aecrmer Tielhl Linheerstey profss-
NSsbaba sentenced co it
Maois I

Pace Tre country come May
schedued for next year. RO 10. Noe in and not in
This the BSROGMC Swain-  civilian clothing ind .
training  Gagarin Cosmonaut Training  ingasa “cont will ot be residing in this coun-
Centrein Russia's Moscow Oblast CONTINUEDONPAGEZ  try i iy form of othirg i stase

this with Muizzu

CBI takes over
Sandeshkhali
probe, Bengal
Govt goes to SC

Calcutta HC says police biased, orders
transfer of probe, custody of Sheikh

ATRIMITRA
& SWEETY KUMARI
KOLKATA MARCH S
COMING DOWN heavily on the
West Bengal Police. who it called
“totally beased™. the Calcutta
High Court on Tuesday ordered
the transfer of the probe into the

Januay
irectorate (ED) officiats tn
Sandeshich

Shesch,
m“-sug.umu (CBi)
Sours Later, the State govern-
hentaoven the Supeeme Court
2ganst the HCs order.
Meanwhile, taking over the

e custody of
the suspended
Trinumoot Congress leader who
was arvested by the Wesst Bengal

Police ove:
Sheikh custody to the CB1

EDATTACHES
PROPERTIES

THE ENFORCEMENT
Directorate Tuesday said it
actached woeth
Rs 1278 crore of suspended
THMC leader Shahjahan
Sheikh. including bank de-
posits, an apartment, and

Police on Febeuary 29 in conrne
tion with the attack on the B
NUED ON PAGE

Will join BJP, says
Gangopadhyay after

quitting as

sSw UMARS
KOLKATA MARCH S

HOURS AFTER he resigned as a
of the Calcutza High Court,
Justice Abhijit Gar

said, according to a Maldives
reews partal

He was responding to the

recurning after changing thesr
uniforms Lo civiian clothing_
not indulge such

esd.ay that he will
e Jotring the BIF an March 7
and o e
should contess the up-
Lok Sa ections.
waAll join the BJF an March
7.1t is the only national party
which & fighting  against
Trinamoo! Congress's corrup-
tion_~ said the former judge.
known for making critical re-
marks against the ruling

HC judge

the rus-
and state—
red me o take this
step. The ruling party insulted
me imes. Their

T o aifegect ks case.  and allowed their appeats
the o benchof the Bombay  2gainst their n 2017,
High Court Tuesday acquitted Hours later, arasbers

m and five other co-accus) CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Nibin Maxwell. 31, was killed in a Hezbollah missile strike

JUUS

Bearts and spread
CONTINGED ONPAGE 2

Weeks after moving to Israel for work, Kerala man

youngest son works in the UAE.
urces in Iscael said the in-
Jured men are out of dange:

rliamentary words. 1 think
they have 2 problem with thes

killed in

The Indian Embassy in Erael
has sssued an advisory for Indian
nasonals working s

=
before be-
i

re exposed 1o the MLacks. My
: o

ity in border areas. to re-
Jocate £o safe areas within the
P

are in Eouch with the [srael su-
i e sadeny ol

Responding Lo 3 Question o
when the BJP approached hir
and how loag be took to take

call on joining politic
Gangopadhiyay said. 1 did nc
CONTINUED ON PAGE

shelling

ng an crchard at the port
nL

he service «

also shared 2 h.s(phne number
3nd email address for ary help.
In 2 post on X_ the Israel

Shia Tersor organization
Hezbollah, on peaceful agricul-

szatt.
Sonals Esraeli or foretgn, who as
or killed due to terro

the injured and solace for th

of the bereaved,” & wrob



Why Lakshadweep base INS Jatayu matters

AMRITANAYAKDUTTA
NEW DELHI, MARCH 5

ON WEDNESDAY, Naval Detachment Minicoy
will be commissioned as INS Jatayu, an up-
graded naval base, marking an important
milestone in the Indian Navy's resolve to in-
crementally augment security infrastructure
at the strategic Lakshadweep Islands.

While India has had a naval detachment
in Minicoy on the southernmost atoll of the
archipelago since the 1980s, INS Jatayu will
effectively be the country’s second naval base
in Lakshadweep. The Navy’s first base on the
islands, INS Dweeprakshak in Kavaratti, was
commissioned in 2012.

INS Jatayu will be commissioned days af-
ter Prime Ministers Narendra Modi and
Pravind Jugnauth of Mauritius jointly inaugu-
rated an airstrip and a jetty that India has built
on the Mauritianisland of Agaléga off the coast
of Africa in the western Indian Ocean.

Names of ships, bases, and detachments
of the Indian Navy carry the prefix INS.

The Lakshadweep Islands

Lakshadweep, “a hundred thousand is-

() Agatti Island INDIA
Kochi_¢
Minicoy Island
O
SRILANKA —
MALDIVES

INDIAN OCEAN

lands” in Sanskrit and Malayalam, is an ar-
chipelago of 36 islands located between 220
km and 440 km from Kochi. The islands, only
11 of which are inhabited, have a total area
of only 32 sq km.

The Lakshadweep are part of a chain of
coralline islands in the Indian Ocean that in-
cludes Maldives to the south, and the Chagos
archipelago farther beyond. Given their lo-
cationin the Indian Ocean, the Lakshadweep
are of huge strategic importance to India.

Minicoy straddles vital Sea Lines of
Communications (SLOCs) — the world’s
main maritime highways — including the
Eight Degree Channel (between Minicoy and
Maldives)and the Nine Degree Channel (be-
tween Minicoy and the main cluster of
Lakshadweep Islands). In consequence, the
Lakshadweep Islands are also vulnerable to
marine pollution.

INS Jatayu naval base
The existing Naval Detach-

DEFENCE

Teeth to Navy operations

The basing of an independent unit with
requisite infrastructure and resources will en-
hance the overall operational capability of the
Navy in the islands. The establishment of the
baseisin line with the government's focuson
comprehensive development of the islands.

The Navy has also said that the base will
enhance its operational reach,
facilitate its anti-piracy and
anti-narcotics operations in the
western Arabian Sea, and aug-

ment Minicoy, which is under
the operational command of the Naval
Officer-in-Charge (Lakshadweep), will be
commissioned as INS Jatayu.

Anaval detachment has administrative,
logistics, and medical facilities. INS Jatayu
will be upgraded to a naval base with ad-
ditional infrastructure such as an airfield,
housing, and personnel, after obtaining the
requisite environmental and other clear-
ances.

While the fragile ecology of the island
may pose challenges for the construction of
ajetty, there are plans to construct a new air-
field that will be capable of operating both
military and civil aircraft.

ment its capability as the first
responder in the region.

With the commissioning of INS Jatayu,
the Navy will add to its strength on the west-
ern seaboard. The proposed airfield will al-
low operations forarange of aircraft, includ-
ing P8I maritime reconnaissance aircraft and
fighter jets,and extend the Navy’s reachand
operational surveillance capabilities at a
time when India is seeking to counter the
growing Chinese influence in the Indian
Ocean Region.

This has an immediate bearing at a time
when India’s relations with the Maldives
have come under strain since the election of
the pro-China President Mohamed Muizzu.




* It is the second Naval base in Lakshadweep after INS Dweeprakshak in
Kavaratti.

* With the commissioning of INS Jatayu, the Indian Navy will strengthen its
foothold in the Lakshadweep islands and along with extending operational
surveillance, reach and sustenance.

* It will usher in a new era of capacity building and comprehensive
development of the island territories.

* The event marks an important milestone in the Navy’s resolve to
incrementally augment security infrastructure at the strategically
important Lakshadweep Islands.



Google blinks, relists apps

Move temporary,
says tech giant

JATIN GROVER
New Delhi, March 5

AFTER COMMUNICATIONS AND IT min-
ister Ashwini Vaishnaw’s intervention,
Google on Tuesdayreinstated alltheappsit

had removed on

CINSIDE March 1.Theseapps
Rolls out new  Wereremoved from
user, app Play Store over non-

I
rules in EU payment of com-
mission charges for
M PAGE 7

in-app purchases.
The develop-
ment is significant because the reinstate-
mentis onthe same termsand conditions
which existed as on March 1. Now the

WHAT'S IN STORE

m Tech giant to continue
to bill app developers at

11-26%
commission for in-app

purchases: can be
paid later

-

invoicing

users of these apps can make in-app pur-
chases either by using Google’s payment
system or third-party billing.

Google had reinstated several apps
between March 2-4, but these were on
consumption-only basis — purchases
could be made outside the Play Store.

App developers
concerned over
potential financial
burden at a later
stage due to the
pile up of in-app

m Aforum comprising app
developers and Google likely in

120 days

to reach a sustainable and
non-monopolistic solution

OnMarch 1, Google delisted apps of

10

companies, including InfoEdge,
Shaadi.com, Bharat Matrimony,
Kuku FM, among others

“Google and startups met with us. We
have had very constructive discussions and
finally, Google has agreed to list all the apps
with same status as on Friday, March 1,”
Vaishnaw said on Tuesday.

Continued on Page 12



Musk loses world’s richest
person title to Jeff Bezos

TOM MALONEY & ANNIE MASSA
March 5

FOR THE FIRST time in more than
nine months,Elon Muskis nolonger
theworld’s richest person. Musklost
his position atop the Bloomberg Bil-
lionaires Index to Jeff Bezos after
shares in Tesla tumbled 7.2% on
Monday. Musk now has a net worth
of $§197.7 billion; Bezos’ fortune is
$200.3 billion.

It’s the first time that Bezos, 60,
the founder of Amazon, has topped
Bloomberg’s ranking of the richest
people since 2021.

The wealth gap between Musk,
52, and Bezos, which at one point
was as wide as $142 billion, has
been shrinking as Amazon and
Tesla shares move in opposite
directions. While both are among
the so-called Magnificent Seven
stocks that have propelled US
equity markets, Amazon shares
have more than doubled since late
2022 and are within striking dis-

lj

tance of arecord high.Teslais down
about 50% from its 2021 peak.

Teslashares fell on Monday after
preliminary data showed ship-
ments from its factory in Shanghai
slumped to thelowestin more than
ayear.Amazon, meanwhile, is com-
ing off its best online sales growth
since early in the pandemic.

Pay Package

Musk’s wealth could take a fur-
ther hit after a Delaware judge
struck down his $§55 billion pay
package at Tesla, where he’s chief
executive.The decision took the side
of an investor who’d challenged
Musk’s compensation plan, which
had been the largest in history.

Optionsthatwereincludedinthe
voided planare one of Musk’s largest
assets, alongside his stakes in Tesla
and SpaceX. The Bloomberg index
continues to include themin its cal-
culations of his wealth. The vast
majority of Bezos’s fortune comes
from his 9% stake in Amazon.
He’s the online retailer’s largest
shareholder.

For Bezos,being atop the wealth
rankingsisafamiliar perch.He first
overtook Microsoft co-founder Bill
Gates as the world’s richest person
in 2017. But a massive rally in
Tesla shares left Bezos jockeying
with Musk formuch of 2021 forthe
top spot. —BLOOMBERG



Household Consumption
Expenditure Survey 2022-23



* Recently, the Ministry of Statistics and Program Implementation
disclosed the general results of the All India Household Consumption
Expenditure Survey conducted from August 2022 to July 2023.

 What are the Highlights of the Recent Household Consumption
Expenditure Survey?

e About:

* The Household Consumption Expenditure Survey (HCES) is conducted
by the National Statistical Office (NSO) every 5 years.



* It is designed to collect information on the consumption of goods and
services by households.

 The data collected in HCES is also utilized for deriving various other
macroeconomic indicators such as Gross Domestic Product (GDP),
poverty rates, and Consumer Price Inflation (CPI).

* NITI Aayog has stated that the latest consumer expenditure survey
indicated that poverty has come down to 5% in the country.

* The findings of the last HCES, conducted in 2017-18 were not
released after the government cited “data quality” issues.



* Increase in MPCE:

* It reveals a 33.5% increase in MPCE in urban households since 2011-12,
reaching 3,510, while rural India’'s MPCE increased
by 40.42% to ¥2,008.

* In 2022-23, 46% of rural household expenditure and 39% of urbhan
household expenditure were on food items.



CONSUMPTION INRURAL AREAS

Average monthly per capita
expenditure () inrural areas

3,702 3,773

M Households ‘self-employed in agriculture’
B Overall rural households

1,436 1430

1999-00 2004-093 2011-12 227223




e The top 5% of India’s rural and urban population, ranked by MPCE, has an
average MPCE of Rs. 10,501 and Rs. 20,824, respectively.



* State-wise MPCE Variations:

* Sikkim has the highest MPCE in both rural (X7,731) and urban areas
(312,105), while Chhattisgarh has the lowest with 2,466 for rural
households and 4,483 for urban households.

* The rural-urban difference in average MPCE, among the states is the highest in
Meghalaya (83%) followed by Chhattisgarh (82%).



UT-wise MPCE Variations:

Among the UTs, MPCE is the highest in Chandigarh (Rural Rs. 7,467
and Urban Rs. 12,575), whereas, it is the lowest in Ladakh (Rs. 4,035)
and Lakshadweep (Rs. 5,475) for rural and urban areas respectively.




e What is the National Statistical Office?
e About:

* Formed in 2019 by merging the Central Statistical Office (CSO) and the
National Sample Survey Office (NSSO).

* C. Rangarajan Committee first suggested the establishment of NSO as the
nodal body for all core statistical activities.

* |t currently works under the Ministry of Statistics and Programme
Implementation (MoSPI).

* Function: Collects, compiles, and disseminates reliable, objective, and
relevant statistical data.



As per the NSSO 70th Round “Situation Assessment Survey of Agricultural Households”, consider the
following statements: (2018)

1. Rajasthan has the highest percentage share of agricultural households among its rural households.
2. Out of the total agricultural households in the country, a little over 60 percent belong to OBCs.

3. In Kerala, a little over 60 percent of agricultural households reported to have received maximum income
from sources other than agricultural activities.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 2 and 3 only
(b) 2 only

(c) 1 and 3 only
(d)1,2and 3



In a given year in India, official poverty lines are higher in
some States than in others because (2019)

(a) poverty rates vary from State to State

(b) price levels vary from State to State

(c) Gross State Product varies from State to State

(d) quality of public distribution varies from State to State






* India's inaugural National Dolphin Research Centre (NDRC) marks a
significant milestone in the conservation efforts for the endangered
Gangetic dolphin (Platanista gangetica).

* Located strategically near the Ganga river in Patna, Bihar, the NDRC
aims to be a hub for comprehensive research on various aspects of
Gangetic dolphins, including behavior, survival skills, and causes of
mortality.



e Bihar is home to around half of the estimated 3,000 Gangetic dolphins in India.

* The Ganges river dolphin, discovered in 1801, historically inhabits
the Ganges-Brahmaputra-Meghna and Karnaphuli-Sangu river systems in
India, Nepal, and Bangladesh.



National aquatic animal of India

M Can only live in freshwater; prefer deep water " Habitat destruction
m Essentially blind; hunts by emitting ultrasonic sound M Pollution
M Can’t breathe in water; must surface every 30-120 seconds for air M Bycatch
M Also called ‘susu’ because of sound they make while breathing " Climate Change
" Hunting
Habitat & Distribution

" Distributed in Ganges and Brahmaputra River basins Conservation Efforts
of India, Nepal and Bangladesh.

M Distribution range in India covers 7 states namely, Assam, Uttar Pradesh, " Project Dolphin (2021): On lines of project Tiger
Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, Bihar, Jharkhand and West Bengal. m National Dolphin Research Centre (2021): India’s

and Asia’s First; in Patna University (Bihar)
Protection Status m Dedicated Dolphin Sanctuary:
" [UCN Red List: Endangered - Vikramshila sanctuary (Bihar) - 1991

M CITES: Appendix | -iHastinapur sanctuary (UP) - Proposed
% Wildlife Protection Act 1972: Schedule |
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* Recently, NASA’s Terra satellite captured a cluster of cavum
clouds over the Gulf of Mexico off Florida’s west coast.

e About the Cavum Clouds

* These clouds appear as if a large circle or ellipse has been
neatly cut from the clouds, leaving feathery wisps in the middle
of the hole.






e Formation:

« Cavum clouds are formed when aeroplanes fly through banks of
altocumulus clouds, mid-level clouds that contain supercooled
water droplets.

* As air moves around the plane, a process called adiabatic
expansion can make the droplets freeze into ice crystals.

* The ice crystals eventually grow heavy and fall out of the sky, leaving
a hole in the cloud layer.

* The falling ice crystals are visible in the centre of the holes
as wispy trails of precipitation that never reach the ground —
features called virga.



Venice Biennale



« The 60th edition of the Venice Biennale, known as “the
Olympics of the art world”, will open on April 20, 2024.

 Venice Biennale

* The Venice Biennale is one of the biggest and most
prestigious art fairs in the world, beginning in 1895.

 Biennale Is an Italian word which means ‘every other
year’. Over the years, however, it has come to mean a large
International exhibition that takes place every two years.



* Biennales feature contemporary art by artists from various
countries that are usually linked by a common curatorial theme,
providing a framework for exploring contemporary social,
economic and political ideas in an international context.



* India’s participation

 India made its debut at the Biennale in 1954. Recording
robust sales, the exhibition comprised over 50 paintings of
masters such as M F Husain, S H Raza, Jamini Roy, Amrita
Sher-Gil, and Francis Newton Souza.

» After 1954, the country officially participated in the event in
2011. The exhibition was organised by Lalit Kala Akademi and
curated by Ranjit Hoskote. It featured works by artists like
Zarina Hashmi, Gigi Scaria, Praneet Sol, and the Desire
Machine Collective.




Zombie Deer Disease

R . « D



» Zombie deer disease is spreading and rising in USA and
scientists are concerned that it could jump to humans.

» It is a contagious degenerative disease, also known as chronic
wasting disease (CWD).
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 As the degeneration continues, the afflicted animal's brain cells
die, ultimately resulting in its death.

* Vulnerable species — deer, elk, reindeer, sika deer, and moose.

« Spread — So far in Canada, the US, Norway, Sweden and South
Korea.

* Transmission — They are reportedly spread via bodily fluids like
saliva, urine, blood, or feces.



 Diagnosis — It can only be confirmed by testing brain or lymph
node samples from dead animals.

 There is no reliable test for live animals yet.

 Prevention — By reducing the contact and transmission of
prions among cervids and their environment.

 Treatment — There are no treatments or vaccines available.




« In Humans — While there is no conclusive evidence that CWD
can directly infect humans, the possibility remains a point of
concern.




 Prion diseases, such as Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease (CJD) in
humans and “mad cow disease” in cattle, have shown that they
can cross the species barrier with devastating consequences.

* The outbreak of mad cow disease in Britain, for instance,
resulted in the slaughter of millions of cattle and led to 178
human deaths attributed to the human variant of the disease
since 1995.



PROJECT SEABIRD



 The Project Seabird is a naval infrastructure project that involves
a naval base in Karwar, Karnataka.

 The project was originally conceived by Admiral OS Dawson,
the Chief of Naval Staff in the early 1980s.

» The 15t phase of this project was commissioned in 2005 and the
29 phase is yet to be completed.

* Once completed, it will be the largest naval base in the Asia.







» Union Minister for Steel and Civil Aviation recently
Inaugurated India’s 1t Green Hydrogen Plant in Stainless Stee/
Sector in Haryana.

e It will be the world’s 1t off-grid Green Hydrogen plant for the
stainless-steel industry and the world’s 15t Green Hydrogen
plant with rooftop & floating solar.



* This project’s target is to reduce carbon emissions by around
2,700 Metric Tonnes per annum and 54,000 tons of CO?2
emissions over next 2 decades.

 Green hydrogen refers to hydrogen produced from water
electrolysis, splitting water into hydrogen and oxygen by using
renewable energy-powered electrolysers.
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