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• What is the Current LWE Situation in the Country? 

• According to the government, Maoist violence in the country has 
gone down by 77% since 2010. 

• As per the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) the number of resultant 
deaths (security forces + civilians) has come down by 90% from the 
all-time high of 1,005 in 2010 to 98 in 2022. 

• The influence of Maoists and associated violence has been falling 
consistently in the country because of multiple factors:



• A stronger push by security forces in Maoist strongholds.

• Roads and civic amenities reach the interior to a greater extent than 
earlier.

• A general disenchantment with the Maoist ideology among the youth, 
which has deprived the insurgent movement of new leadership.



















• Vikramaditya was acquired from Russia for $2.3 billion.

• It was commissioned into the Navy in November 2013 without the crucial air-
defence systems. They are now being installed during the “guaranteed refit”, in 
addition to scheduled maintenance, by the original equipment manufacturer.

• It is a modified Kiev-class aircraft carrier. She has been renamed in honour of 
Vikramaditya, a legendary 1st century BCE emperor of Ujjain, India.

• The Israeli-supplied Barak-1 point defence missile system and the Russian-origin 
AK-630 close-in weapon system, borrowed from a to-be-decommissioned 
Godavari-class ship, are installed on Vikramaditya.

























• It is the second Naval base in Lakshadweep after INS Dweeprakshak in 
Kavaratti.

• With the commissioning of INS Jatayu, the Indian Navy will strengthen its 
foothold in the Lakshadweep islands and along with extending operational 
surveillance, reach and sustenance.

• It will usher in a new era of capacity building and comprehensive 
development of the island territories.

• The event marks an important milestone in the Navy’s resolve to 
incrementally augment security infrastructure at the strategically 
important Lakshadweep Islands.







Household Consumption 
Expenditure Survey 2022-23



• Recently, the Ministry of Statistics and Program Implementation 
disclosed the general results of the All India Household Consumption 
Expenditure Survey conducted from August 2022 to July 2023. 

• What are the Highlights of the Recent Household Consumption 
Expenditure Survey? 

• About: 

• The Household Consumption Expenditure Survey (HCES) is conducted 
by the National Statistical Office (NSO) every 5 years.



• It is designed to collect information on the consumption of goods and 
services by households.

• The data collected in HCES is also utilized for deriving various other 
macroeconomic indicators such as Gross Domestic Product (GDP), 
poverty rates, and Consumer Price Inflation (CPI). 

• NITI Aayog has stated that the latest consumer expenditure survey 
indicated that poverty has come down to 5% in the country. 

• The findings of the last HCES, conducted in 2017-18 were not 
released after the government cited “data quality” issues.



• Increase in MPCE:

• It reveals a 33.5% increase in MPCE in urban households since 2011-12, 
reaching ₹3,510, while rural India's MPCE increased 
by 40.42% to ₹2,008.

• In 2022-23, 46% of rural household expenditure and 39% of urban 
household expenditure were on food items.





Distribution of MPCE by Population Percentiles:

The bottom 5% of India’s rural population, ranked by 
MPCE, has an average MPCE of Rs. 1,373 while it is Rs. 2,001 
for the same category of population in the urban areas.

• The top 5% of India’s rural and urban population, ranked by MPCE, has an 
average MPCE of Rs. 10,501 and Rs. 20,824, respectively.



• State-wise MPCE Variations: 

• Sikkim has the highest MPCE in both rural (₹7,731) and urban areas 
(₹12,105), while Chhattisgarh has the lowest with ₹2,466 for rural 
households and ₹4,483 for urban households.

• The rural-urban difference in average MPCE, among the states is the highest in 
Meghalaya (83%) followed by Chhattisgarh (82%).



UT-wise MPCE Variations:

Among the UTs, MPCE is the highest in Chandigarh (Rural Rs. 7,467 
and Urban Rs. 12,575), whereas, it is the lowest in Ladakh (Rs. 4,035) 
and Lakshadweep (Rs. 5,475) for rural and urban areas respectively.



• What is the National Statistical Office?

• About: 

• Formed in 2019 by merging the Central Statistical Office (CSO) and the 
National Sample Survey Office (NSSO). 

• C. Rangarajan Committee first suggested the establishment of NSO as the 
nodal body for all core statistical activities. 

• It currently works under the Ministry of Statistics and Programme 
Implementation (MoSPI). 

• Function: Collects, compiles, and disseminates reliable, objective, and 
relevant statistical data.



• As per the NSSO 70th Round “Situation Assessment Survey of Agricultural Households”, consider the 
following statements: (2018)

1. Rajasthan has the highest percentage share of agricultural households among its rural households.

2. Out of the total agricultural households in the country, a little over 60 percent belong to OBCs.

3. In Kerala, a little over 60 percent of agricultural households reported to have received maximum income 
from sources other than agricultural activities.

• Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

• (a) 2 and 3 only
(b) 2 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3



In a given year in India, official poverty lines are higher in 
some States than in others because (2019)

(a) poverty rates vary from State to State
(b) price levels vary from State to State
(c) Gross State Product varies from State to State
(d) quality of public distribution varies from State to State



India's First Dolphin Research Centre



• India's inaugural National Dolphin Research Centre (NDRC) marks a 
significant milestone in the conservation efforts for the endangered 
Gangetic dolphin (Platanista gangetica). 

• Located strategically near the Ganga river in Patna, Bihar, the NDRC 
aims to be a hub for comprehensive research on various aspects of 
Gangetic dolphins, including behavior, survival skills, and causes of 
mortality.



• Bihar is home to around half of the estimated 3,000 Gangetic dolphins in India.

• The Ganges river dolphin, discovered in 1801, historically inhabits 
the Ganges-Brahmaputra-Meghna and Karnaphuli-Sangu river systems in 
India, Nepal, and Bangladesh.















Cavum Cloud



• Recently, NASA’s Terra satellite captured a cluster of cavum 
clouds over the Gulf of Mexico off Florida’s west coast.

• About the Cavum Clouds

• These clouds appear as if a large circle or ellipse has been 
neatly cut from the clouds, leaving feathery wisps in the middle 
of the hole.





• Formation:

• Cavum clouds are formed when aeroplanes fly through banks of 
altocumulus clouds, mid-level clouds that contain supercooled 
water droplets.

• As air moves around the plane, a process called adiabatic 
expansion can make the droplets freeze into ice crystals.

• The ice crystals eventually grow heavy and fall out of the sky, leaving 
a hole in the cloud layer.

• The falling ice crystals are visible in the centre of the holes 
as wispy trails of precipitation that never reach the ground –
features called virga.



Venice Biennale



• The 60th edition of the Venice Biennale, known as “the 
Olympics of the art world”, will open on April 20, 2024.

• Venice Biennale

• The Venice Biennale is one of the biggest and most 
prestigious art fairs in the world, beginning in 1895.

• Biennale is an Italian word which means ‘every other 
year’. Over the years, however, it has come to mean a large 
international exhibition that takes place every two years.



• Biennales feature contemporary art by artists from various 
countries that are usually linked by a common curatorial theme, 
providing a framework for exploring contemporary social, 
economic and political ideas in an international context.



• India’s participation

• India made its debut at the Biennale in 1954. Recording 
robust sales, the exhibition comprised over 50 paintings of 
masters such as M F Husain, S H Raza, Jamini Roy, Amrita 
Sher-Gil, and Francis Newton Souza.

• After 1954, the country officially participated in the event in 
2011. The exhibition was organised by Lalit Kala Akademi and 
curated by Ranjit Hoskote. It featured works by artists like 
Zarina Hashmi, Gigi Scaria, Praneet Soi, and the Desire 
Machine Collective.



Zombie Deer Disease



• Zombie deer disease is spreading and rising in USA and 
scientists are concerned that it could jump to humans.

• It is a contagious degenerative disease, also known as chronic 
wasting disease (CWD).



The 1st case of chronic wasting disease (CWD) was discovered in 
Colorado in 1967.

Caused by – A prion.

Prions are misfolded proteins that can cause normal proteins in 
the brain to misfold as well, leading to neurological degeneration.





• As the degeneration continues, the afflicted animal's brain cells 
die, ultimately resulting in its death.

• Vulnerable species – deer, elk, reindeer, sika deer, and moose.

• Spread – So far in Canada, the US, Norway, Sweden and South 
Korea.

• Transmission – They are reportedly spread via bodily fluids like 
saliva, urine, blood, or feces.



• Diagnosis – It can only be confirmed by testing brain or lymph 
node samples from dead animals.

• There is no reliable test for live animals yet.

• Prevention – By reducing the contact and transmission of 
prions among cervids and their environment.

• Treatment – There are no treatments or vaccines available.



• In Humans – While there is no conclusive evidence that CWD 
can directly infect humans, the possibility remains a point of 
concern.

•



• Prion diseases, such as Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease (CJD) in 
humans and “mad cow disease” in cattle, have shown that they 
can cross the species barrier with devastating consequences.

• The outbreak of mad cow disease in Britain, for instance, 
resulted in the slaughter of millions of cattle and led to 178 
human deaths attributed to the human variant of the disease 
since 1995.



PROJECT SEABIRD



• The Project Seabird is a naval infrastructure project that involves 
a naval base in Karwar, Karnataka.

• The project was originally conceived by Admiral OS Dawson, 
the Chief of Naval Staff in the early 1980s.

• The 1st phase of this project was commissioned in 2005 and the 
2nd phase is yet to be completed.

• Once completed, it will be the largest naval base in the Asia.



India's 1st Green Hydrogen plant in 
stainless steel sector



• Union Minister for Steel and Civil Aviation recently 
inaugurated India's 1st Green Hydrogen Plant in Stainless Steel 
Sector in Haryana.

• It will be the world’s 1st off-grid Green Hydrogen plant for the 
stainless-steel industry and the world’s 1st Green Hydrogen 
plant with rooftop & floating solar.



• This project’s target is to reduce carbon emissions by around 
2,700 Metric Tonnes per annum and 54,000 tons of CO2 
emissions over next 2 decades.

• Green hydrogen refers to hydrogen produced from water 
electrolysis, splitting water into hydrogen and oxygen by using 
renewable energy-powered electrolysers.



C4IR



he World Economic Forum’s (WEF) Centre for the 4th Industrial 
Revolution (C4IR) was recently launched in Hyderabad.

It is the 1st thematic centre focused on healthcare and life 
sciences in Telangana.

The C4IR focuses on 3 key areas - real-world evidence, healthcare 
analytics and informatics, and software as a medical device.







Thank you 
guys.


