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PROTEST ERUPTS

One dead in elephant
attack in Kerala
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Court restare
Trump te
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LS =
Ladakh leaders
meet Amit Shah
over Stat

NEW DELI
Cinil society leaders in Ladskh,
who are protesting for
constitutionst safeguards for
the regicn, met Union Home
Minister Amit Shah,

Mordzy, bur the ~meeting did
ot result in any positive
cutcame™ This & the first
meeting of the leaders with Me.
Shah since 2020. » PAGE &

I(Ilurshld’s wife

SC ends immunity for legislators taking bribes

Seven-judge Bench overrules the judgment by a
five-judge Bench in 25-year-old JMM bribery case

NEW DELHI

sevenjudge Bench
of the s

reme Court, laid down in
the Jn1 b
m

Court on Monday
dectared that parliamen-
lege or immunity

fron
for corruption if they go
ahead and vote or speak in
the House as agreed.

Majority exred®
Bench

speak in or
State Legislative Assem.
blies  from minal
prosecution.

“Privileges and immumi-
ties are not gateways to
claim exemptions from the
general law of the land...
Corruption and bribery of

i,

launderlr!;bym

NEW DELII
The Enforcement Directorate
on Monday alleged that Louise
Khurshid, wife of Congress

liegedly tandered £71.50
iakh. 3 PAGE 5

Cong. manifesto
committee holds
crucial meeting

NEW DELEI
Congress manifesto

party leader P ehidambara,
on Monday discussed the draft
election manifesto as the party
started gathering mor

in prepacation for the coming
Lok Sabha polls. » PAGE 5

Govt.
protest against
promotion delay

NEW DELII
Employees of the Unicn
gowernment have threstened a
“non-ccoperation movement”
if 3n expedited decsion is not
taken regarding their

=

rarch 3t Raisins Hill, » PAGE &

parliamentary  de-
the s

Court observed
s verdict

saAd the majority on the
fivejudge Bench in

JMM  bribery case had
erred. The court did not

bribery was

The Bench observes that corruption by elected

plete on the acceptance of
the money or on the agree-
ment to accept money be-
ing concluded,” Chief Jus-
Chandrachud

s in power.
Beibed lewmakess, the
said. were dest
tve to .spmmmul
and ideals of

moment the corruption
money was d
The legislator will face

The
authored by Chief hisdce
of India D.Y. Chandrachud
overruled a 25-year-old
majority view of the Su-

whether or not he makes a
speech or votes in favour of
the bribe-giver. The of-
fence of bribery is com-

s i rtion Sn il crass
a polity which deprives ci-
tizens of a res, ible, res-
ponsive and representative
democracy~.

Chief Justice Chandra-
chud reasoned that the
freedom of speech and ex-

puts rep

ive democracy at stake

Taking away privil

ot he offerce of
2 the point when
ziatar
§ sccepts the brite

ession, which

include

exzend to giving or taking

bribes.
The judgment said par-

fersifising = deliberate,
critical

The court
for abuse of the law by political parties in power

fears of

nity and authority of the
House and its members as
a collective and, se-
condly, if they were in the

speech, protest and fre
dom from arrest, among
others. A -

ity would not survive §
this two-fold test, e

Y

of s bribe by 2 me

legislature exist in dis-

priac: spheres,” Chief Justice
Chandrachud laid down.

ame in

acy‘.

The shield of immunity or

parliamentary  privilege
could be claimed in two
One, Il(he

¥
would kick in only if a legis-
lator acts in furtherance of

actions of a legisiator wen
meant to enhance the dig-

subwversive of the rule of

law.” Chief Justice Chan-
dr: observed.
Criminal _courts  and
Houses of the legislature
have parallel jurisdiction
ower allegatio -
Ome cannot negate the fu-
risdiction of the other.

The <
an appeal filed by JMA

elections of 2012.
Though she later denied

<har, in the case.

The Jharkhand High Court

fincl refisad i quanl thia
ol

Which she had moved the

apex court.

Back with a bang

Students Suring morning assembéy as schools in Kashmir re-opened after winter break on Monday. NISSAR AHMAD

Nepal PM
Prachanda
forges a new
ruling alliance

XATHMANDU

Nepal's ruling alliance
broke down after Prime
ter Pushpa Da-

hal Prachanda’s Commu-
nist Party of Nepal (Maoist
Centre) switched ~sides
from the Nepali Congress
and joined with former

triya Swatantra Party (RSP)
and the Janata Samajbadi
Party will also be part of
the new Maoist-UML coali-
ton.

FuLL REPORT
» PAGE 12

Supreme Court to hear Udhayanidhi’s petition to club FIRs

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court
Monday agreed to examine
a plea by Tamil Nadu Ai-
nister Udhayanidhi Stalin
to club First Information
Reports (FIRs) registered
against him in multiple
States over his remarks on

and should have realised
the that
would follow his

comments.
The Minister responded

He said the registration
of multiple FIRs was a vio-
che
w

lation of his right to a fair
rial and amountes to

“persecution before
tion

Tosecu
“You abuse Article |9(|)

@) [free speechl.

Sbuse Articie 25 [freedom

of conscience]l. Now you

are comi e under Ar-

AM. Sis . Mukul Rohat-
gl and P. Wilson, appearing

the Tamil Nadu
Ministor:

Justice Khanna sald Mr.
stalin could approach the

soned that it was not even
certain at present whether
chargesheets would even

Hleged ofierca baok place mould procsed with the Case. FaEPHT

be Eled in all these FIRs
across Utar Pra-

desh Mahuashrm. sihar,
mmu and

I lramate s v clcaa

es, inchudi promoting
communal enmity and
outraging eligious
fee!

lings.
Mr. Singhvi sasd there

were instances in lhe past
when the top court
Tervened Snd cabbed the
FiRetn; oos place

¢ lose or win the

run around. The FIRs are
on the same state-
ment.” Mr. Singhvi submit-

ted. Justice Datta asked i

to appear in the case.

Neutral place
~Then do not have it In Ta-
mil Nadu. Have i in

prosecution.... [ will suffer
my fate whatever the place
you club the FIRs at. 1 am
not on the merits of the
case.” Mr. Singhvi
responded.

stalin,

petition filed by Mr.
Fehrovgn advocate

criminal | courts
whose territorial jurisdic-
tion the alleged offence

took place would proceed

The jurisdiction would
be vested in a court in
Chennai. Mr. Stalin voiced
apprehension that enqui-
ries In Untar Pradesh and
taharashtra would ~cer-

- have political over-
~ and affect his right
o a fair wial_
“Filing different com-

PM slams political
‘dynasts, says the
country’s people
are his family’

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAIL

Hirting out ar the

tion alliance after Rashtri-

crore people™ were his fa-
mily and he was working
day and night for their
development.

lera Bharat, Mera Pa-
rivar” (My India, My fami-

such as the DMK and Con-
gress believed i the motto
of “family first~ and the In-
dian National Develop-
mental Inclusive Alliance
ANDIA) leaders have

ita habit €0 abuse his fami-

plaints in
was a means to harass the
petitioner and drown him

Iy
“The farmers and the
poor are my family. 1 have

n The
will have to spend all his
time travelling to courts
across the counsry. ue has

already receiv
threats, including death
threats™ the petition said.

The court listed the case
on March 15,

self 10 empo-
M Modi

wering them.”
emphasised. adding for
those who did not hay

the party cadre chanted
“Naan Dhaan i K-
dimbam- ( am Modis fa-

kit Narersdra Modk weving 6 the crowd daring & pibilic
meeting in Chennai on Monday. S A RAGHUNATHAN

abuse Modi
has no family. Do those
ve a family get the

tionz” he

Modi alleged that
Congress, its ally DMK,
and the INDIA parties wer

“soaked in corruption and

dynastic politics
Referring to mmn.da,--s

Supreme Court judgment
holding there was no im-

munity P o

nister said he welcomed i
Acrocding t him, this ver-
dict has left the INDIA bloc
and its leaders worried.

‘Afraid and trembling”
“Their tears are not d.rylng

cades, been |

the politics of loot. Be-

cause of them, the youth of

the country are keeping

from politics” he
a

{clean politics).

“MODI KA PARIVAR
»PAGES

3=




SC ends immunity for legislators taking bribes

Seven-judge Bench overrules the judgment by a
five-judge Bench in 25-year-old JMM bribery case

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

seven-judge Bench
Aof the Supreme
Court on Monday

declared that parliamen-
tary privilege or immunity
will not protect legislators
who take bribes to vote or
speak in Parliament or
State Legislative Assem-
blies from  criminal
prosecution.

“Privileges and immuni-
ties are not gateways to
claim exemptions from the
general law of the land...
Corruption and bribery of
members of the legislature
erode the foundation of In-
dian parliamentary de-
mocracy,” the Supreme
Court observed.

The unanimous verdict
authored by Chief Justice
of India D.Y. Chandrachud
overruled a 25-year-old
majority view of the Su-

preme Court, laid down in
the JMM bribery case judg-
ment of 1998, that lawmak-
ers who took bribes were
immune from prosecution
for corruption if they go
ahead and vote or speak in
the House as agreed.

‘Majority erred’

The sevenjudge Bench
said the majority on the
five-judge Bench in the
JMM bribery case had
erred. The court did not
want to perpetuate the
grave erTor. Representative
democracy was at stake.
Chief Justice Chandrachud
clarified that the offence of
bribery was complete the
moment the corruption
money was accepted.

“The legislator will face
criminal prosecution
whether or not he makes a
speech or votes in favour of
the bribe-giver. The of-
fence of bribery is com-

plete on the acceptance of
the money or on the agree-
ment to accept money be-
ing concluded,” Chief Jus-
tice Chandrachud
observed.

The Constitution Bench
dismissed notions that
whittling down parliamen-
tary immunity would ex-
pose a vote or a speech
made by Opposition law-
makers in the House to cri-
minal investigation and
thus enhance the possibili-
ty of abuse of the law by
political parties in power.

Bribed lawmakers, the
court said, were destruc-
tive to the “aspirational
and deliberative ideals of
the Constitution and create
a polity which deprives ci-
tizens of a responsible, res-
ponsive and representative
democracy”.

Chief Justice Chandra-
chud reasoned that the
freedom of speech and ex-

The Bench observes that corruption by elected
members puts representative democracy at stake

Taking away privilege
A look at the observations made by the seven-judge Bench
of the Supreme Court in its unanimous verdict:

m The JMM bribery case ‘
judgment of 1998,
granting lawmakers
immunity from
prosecution for

bribery, had wide _..
ramifications I
on publicin-
terest, probity
in public life

and par-
liamentary ]
democracy - - yl

—

m A claim of immunity should
fulfil the twofold test that it is

tethered to the collective
functioning of the House
and that it is necessary
for the discharge of the
essential duties of a
legislator

m The offence of
bribery is complete
at the point when

1 the legislator

* accepts the bribe

pression, which include
voting in the House, and at-
tendant immunities grant-
ed to legislators under Arti-
cles 105 and 194 did not
extend to giving or taking
bribes.

The judgment said par-
liamentary immunity
would kick in only if a legis-
lator acts in furtherance of

“fertilising a deliberate,
critical and responsive
democracy”.

Twofold test

The shield of immunity or
parliamentary  privilege
could be claimed in two
circumstances. One, if the
actions of a legislator were
meant to enhance the dig-

nity and authority of the
House and its members as
a collective body and, se-
condly, if they were in the
exercise of his rights to free
speech, protest and free-
dom from arrest, among
others. A claim for immun-
ity would not survive if it

failed this two-fold test, the
court said.
“An interpretation

which enables an MP to
claim immunity from pro-
secution for an offence of
bribery would place them
above the law. This would
be repugnant to the
healthy functioning of par-
liamentary democracy and
subversive of the rule of
law,” Chief Justice Chan-
drachud observed.
Criminal courts and
Houses of the legislature
have parallel jurisdiction
over allegations of bribery.
One cannot negate the ju-
risdiction of the other.

The court dismisses fears of enhanced possibility
for abuse of the law by political parties in power

“The jurisdiction exercised
by a competent court to
prosecute a criminal of-
fence and the authority of
the House to take action
for a breach of discipline in
relation to the acceptance
of a bribe by a member of
the legislature exist in dis-
tinct spheres,” Chief Justice
Chandrachud laid down.

The reference came in
an appeal filed by JMM
leader Sita Soren, who was
accused of taking a bribe to
vote for a particular candi-
date in the Rajya Sabha
elections of 2012.

Though she later denied
culpability on the ground
that she voted for the offi-
cial nominee of her own
party, the CBI had filed a
chargesheet in the case.
The Jharkhand High Court
had refused to quash the
chargesheet, following
which she had moved the
apex court.



« As per a 1998 Supreme Court ruling, legal immunity granted to
legislators under Articles 105(2) and 194(2) of the Constitution
protects them against criminal prosecution on bribery charges
for any speech or vote in Parliament. The SC has now decided

to reconsider this precedent.



 Broadly, Article 105 of the Constitution deals with the “powers,
privileges, etc. of the Houses of Parliament and of the members

and committees thereof’.

* Article 105(2) states, “No member of Parliament shall be liable to
any proceedings in any court in respect of any thing said or any
vote given by him in Parliament or any committee thereof, and no
person shall be so liable in respect of the publication by or under
the authority of either House of Parliament of any report, paper,
votes or proceedings.”
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Defreeze varsities accounts

Bihar Raj Bhavan tells banks

Bihar Raj Bhavan has written to banks o nn.neln.nle
an ujm:atlnn lJepanmen[order that had froze

Il Szare-rum universites, berﬂ

e, The Ra) Bhavan's dinecion comes after the.
Eovernum rdered the fi af

sihar
the bank

ent had o

red
ACCouUTs OF STate-run universites, and
salaries of their vice-Chancellors for

allegedly being absent ar a recent review meeting
convened by the Education Department. The
Department's letter to all V-Cs, except that of
Kameshwar Singh Dasbhanss Sanskrls Unkversiy.,

sought darification for their
meeting. PTL

Stranded tourists in H.P’s Spiti

Valley shifted to safer places

stranded in Himachal

As many as 81 ourists
Pradesh's Spitl valley due te closure of roads

afier snowEall have been

shifted to safer
sakd on Mnnda)- The tourists were

ces,
an Sunday night shifted 1o 2o

red in

there, the police

clearing a Iﬂodoedsllen:h an
Highway 5

Kerala struggles to pay
employvee salaries, limits
withdrawals to T50,000

Finance Minister Bala

The Hindu Euream
THIRL VANMANTHAFLRAM

he Kerals govern-
ment began credic
the salaries of

Finance Minksser .
salagopal, ralling to repor-
lers Mle. Sald the move
complete

The dibareal of salaries
and pensions for Febraary
in the next two o three
days.

Overdraft issoe

The 250,000 cap has been
set reportedly to prevent
the tre:

m @
Pl Treasury  Savings
Bank (e-TSE) was
hit on March 1, riggering

blarmes Union o financial crunch; Leader of the Opposition
Satheesan says empty measury stands testimony 1o financial mismanagement by LDF govermament

Merala NGO Associaticn members stage & protest in frant of the

District Treasuny i Thinmal
mmediate paprmet

mr. Balagopal soundy

in retuwrn for withdrawing
the suit filed I the S

preme Court. Kerala ex-
pects a favor e decision
from the Supreme Court

Front (LD not sur-

prised by the delay. It had

foreseen and warned of

this scenario through two
Pa

X1,.500 monthly
aid for Himachal
womern., says CM

CEANDRGARH

Even as the political mr-
il

Sukbu on Monday an-
mounced that a menthly f-
mancial _assistance  of

1,500 will be given w wo-
mien above 18 years during
the

that the

white rs om State fi-
manc
accused
the Finance Minister —
ad

amributed the
problem o ~technical is-

e
contribution of women to-
wards progress of the Stane
is . BT Suk-

sues” — of misleading the
employees regarding the
reasons for the delay. The
EMpry reasury stamnds tes-
tEmony o the financial mis-

nt Left

uraen an Monday 8

of theis salary. 5. waanss

when the case is heard on
sarch & and 7, he added.

Hunger strike
Meanwhile, he
thom-

urgent staps to disburse

he salaries.
g the prot-

ast. Leader of the

hon Satheesan sald

hee L‘]lll&d remocratic

has said that under “Indira
Gandhi Pyari Behna Sukh
Samman Midhi Yojana®, all

your
a press conference in
Shimla.

g 3 press
i Shemia an Menday s

men were expected to be-
nefit from the scheme.

Rebels' concerns.
Meamwhile, PWIDr Minister
wiho

Bress

met sanior All india Can.
s Con Beaders in

Feihi and has repon:ed.ly

conveved  their

MLAs) message and eom

ployees were yet to receive
Their salaries.

Spee.
cal siouarion in the Srave,
Mr. Sukhu sald he followexd
the guidelines of the par-
s central leadership and
mo one was upset in the
party.

Teary Kalpana Soren makes
political debut, blasts Centre

PATA

Former fharihand Chiet

where she b n
while delivering her frst
speech.

~Today, 1 am standing in
fromt of you all with a hea-
wy heart. My inlows are
not well, they are dis-
turbed. | had decided o

e et M nister Frim B

Malpana Murmu Soren wipes
= her tears at a rally in Gl
listrict, Jhackhard . FT

husband. H - the rul-
ing Jharkhand Mkt Mo-
cha (MM plcked Chamgpal
Soren for the post.

“Won't bow down®

As soon as Ms. Kalpana
broke down, party swaork-
ers raised slogans in Favour
of her husban

cws their cheap
They consider

RLD releases names
of LS candidates
from Bijnor, Baghpat

GHAZRABAL

A day after formalising its

¥
candidates from Baghpat
and Bijnor Lok Sabha
and a Legislative Council
slot. Party sources said it
had been done after con-

© re a
Jya Sabha poll iy

Seriking a balance -

wolce share  his | ween its fat and Curjar vote

® io writh oo all and | Dase rm

will comtinue to serve you,

she said.

HLD announced ies troseed.
wveteran and national secre-
[

Row in Punjab Assembly after
CM asks Speaker to lock’ House

CEAMNDEGARH

Tempess san high i the

maj Party’s I Ragar.
E arion was rife that
Bar prominent

desh Chaudhary Narayan

Bt oF e theee ST candi
dates who contested an the
RLD symibol.

Punjab

Speaker, urging e lock
the Vidhan Sabl [N
side so t don't ‘run
avray” from the di fom.

t the path breaking
It tees Tabem by his Eo
vernment

“Runndng sway
Hitting out at the Congress,
Mr. Manm said

and e unit ks

‘the same. “At a time
when the bu ession of
Parliament was going on,

i Lo leader of the Son.

Meated sxchan

pem—r
Mssemithe on Manday. Al

gress, Rahul Gandhi, was
Chhattis-

these leaders are political
desdwoods vt et
any ba: ng the
peaple and ha T e o
fatyt
Tie it meteeioed the Shi-
romani Akali Dal, sceusing

FMinister Bhagwant Mann in the Punjsh

the Badal family of looting
crozes the State for

pessonal benefits dharing
Teir rEg.l.n:\

n o
Bhaman's Tt ke, r_.mqgre%
MLAs  raised  slogans
against the AAP verm-
ment in the well of the

even as the cder
of the Opposition, Partap

Con S5 MeVeT runs away

Uu(sld.e the House, Mr.

M. Mann was

l.ndu_]glru; in theatrics and

e thical srd un-

constitutional  behaviour
on the Aoor of the House.

Bharuch braces for “Vasava versus Vasava’ contest as first-time MLA is pitted against six-time MP

alsesh
MECARAD

Among Gujarat's 26 Lok

for the first time in 1989,

with Mr. Mansukh Vasawva

representing it since 1998
part of the allance

this time. The South Gujs-

rat constituency, unique in

belng represented by @
leader since

des-
pam the seatr being a non-
reserved one, will have the
Stare’s most sensor parlia-
mentarian from the Waj-
payee-Advani era crossing
swords with a Arse-time

sitting BIF WP Man-
SaEnbial 1ot ard The
Aam Aado H

Vasanva_

Once a pocker borough
of the Late Congress leader
Ahmed Parel, who had
won the sear thrice

awer Bharuch since it won

Jamuary by rcitus St na
nister and marional
convener Arvind Kejriwal
when the MILA was in jail in
a case related to an alleged
assault on a government
employes.

The South Cujarat con-

bal pockets such as Media-

pada, Fhagadia and

their own political ousfit
Tribal

ompred him o join aae
Bhead o e Aoy

AAP has stood firmly be-
hind Mr. Chaitar Vasava
since his indusction into the
party. After meeting him
and his wife in

tire tribal community Te-
Earding his arrese,” he had

a,.- announcing him as

land,
hospirals.
“There is anger against the
BIP government in the en-

finyr 1o make inrosds in Maes
lm-dominated pockets as
well.

Heartburn in Cong.

The Congrens codime the
seat to AAP caused much

hearthurn lacal
leaders, particularly Mum-

Patel and Faizal Patel,
son of

region®

In 2020, he had even re-
signed as an MEP and post-
ed his res! letter on

Varsava,
him despire his mercurial
attitude  and  cutspoken
nature.

The Bharuch MP has of-

casion - in April

on o fast

e
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1,500 monthly
aid for Himachal
women, says CM

Vikas Vasudeva
CHANDIGARH

Even as the political tur-
moil in Himachal Pradesh
appears to be settling,
Chief Minister Sukhvinder
Sukhu on Monday an-
nounced that a monthly fi-
nancial assistance of
1,500 will be given to wo-
men above 18 years during
the ongoing financial year.

Pointing out that the
contribution of women to-
wards progress of the State
is incomparable, Mr. Suk-
hu said that under ‘Indira
Gandhi Pyari Behna Sukh
Samman Nidhi Yojana’, all
the women above 18 years
of age of the State will be gi-
ven 31,500 per month.
“Our government is fully
committed to your respect
and your rights,” he said at
a press conference in
Shimla.

CM™M -S-ukhvi}ldér Singh Sukhu -
addressing a press conference
in Shimla on Monday. ANI

men were expected to be-
nefit from the scheme.

Rebels’ concerns

Meanwhile, PWD Minister
Vikramaditya Singh, who
recently held a meeting
with the disqualified Con-
gress MLAs in Panchkula,
met senior All India Con-
gress Committee leaders in
Delhi and has reportedly
conveyed their (rebel
MI A<l meccace and con-

Pre-poll guarantees

He said the decision has
been taken as a part of the
Congress’s commitment to
fulfil its pre-poll guaran-
tees. The financial assis-
tance will be given during
the ongoing financial year,
which will put an addition-
al financial burden of
about ¥800 crore annually
on the State exchequer. He
said around five lakh wo-

MLAs) message and con-
cerns to the ‘high com-
mand’. Some of the rebel
MLAs have reportedly
called up Mr. Singh and ex-
pressed their willingness
to return to the party fold.

Speaking on the politi-
cal situation in the State,
Mr. Sukhu said he followed
the guidelines of the par-
ty’s central leadership and
no one was upset in the

party.



" Bhimakali Temple in
Sarahan

Shimla at Night

Country
Region

Before was

As state
Formation

Capital

Largest city
Districts

Government
* Body

« Governor
* Chief minister

State Legislature
+ Assembly

National Parliament
+ Rajya Sabha

* Lok Sabha

High Court

Areal®!
« Total
* Rank

Dimensions
* Length
« Width

Elevation!*!

Highest elevation
(Reo Purgyil)

Lowest elevation

Population (2011)!°]
* Total

* Rank

+ Density

+ Urban

* Rural

e India

North India

Punjab States Agency

25 January 1971
1 November 1956

Shimla

Dharamshala (winter)
Shimla

12

Government of Himachal
Pradesh

Shiv Pratap Shuklal'l

Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu
(INC)

Unicameral

Himachal Pradesh
Legislative Assemblyl? (68
seats)

Parliament of India
3 seats
4 seats

Himachal Pradesh High
Court

55,673 km? (21,495 sq mi)
18th

300 km (200 mi)
200 km (100 mi)

350 m (1,150 ft)
6,813 m (22,352 ft)

232 m (761 ft)

A 6,864,602
21st

123/km? (320/sq mi)
10.03%

89.97%

Elevation[*!

Highest elevation
(Reo Purgyil)

Lowest elevation

Population (2011)/°!
* Total

* Rank

- Density

* Urban

* Rural

Demonym
Language

- Official

- Additional official
- Official script

GDP
- Total (2024-2025)

* Rank
* Per capita

Time zone

ISO 3166 code
Vehicle registration

HDI (2021)

Literacy (2011)
Sex ratio (2011)

350 m (1,150 ft)
6,813 m (22,352 ft)

232 m (761 f)

A 6,864,602
21st

123/km? (320/sq mi)
10.03%

89.97%

Himachalis

Hindi
Sanskrit
Devanagari script

A2.27 lakh crore
(US$28 billion)
22nd

A3286,401 (US$3,600)
(14th)
UTC+05:30 (IST)

IN-HP
HP

A 0.703 High [¢] (7th)

A 86.06%!! (10th)
972%/1000 & (32nd)



Symbols of Himachal Pradesh

Emblem of Himachal Pradesh

Bird Western tragopan

Fish Golden Mahseer!®!

Flower Pink rhododendron

Mammal Snow leopard

Tree Deodar cedar
State highway mark

Himachal Pradesh
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Protest erupts after wild jumbo Kkills woman

hospitalk State gove. says 210 lakh was given to family members of victim; this is the fifth such death in Munnar forest division in the kast two months

IDUEED

Kanjiravell resident Indira
Ramakrishnan,

day. residents
rushed her to hospital. But

pitsl. The elephant alse
charged at Kanisseri shaji.

another resident, while he
Tl

was tapping r.
anwhile, the Con-
gress launched a_protest

Ku
lam District Congress Com-
am

keshift tents erected by th
Proteseers, and shifted the

‘bady back to the raluk hos-

L o
Tragic dexth: Siochy of clephans sttack wicti
hospital for sutopsy. SPECIAL ARRAN

Being taken to

GHERT

began a hunger strike at
Post Oiffice j\ln(llﬁn at s
p.m. demanding c

Sation to the vicHms family

and a permanent solution
o man-wildlife conflict.

before the inquest and
post-mortem was unheard
of in the history of the

After a post-mortem ex-
amination. the body was
d over to the rela-
tives. Indica is survived by
nd, Ramakrishnan,

and children Shibu, Simdu,

A senior Forest d
ment official said that on

phant crossed the Periyar
and moved o Kanjiraveli.

The woman was on th

pe
wild elephant amacks in
e Munmar forest Arision.

Modi is neglecting
genuine demands
of T.N. govt.: Stalin

. Sai Char
BAYTLADLITHL AT

Chief Minister M_K. Stalin

Prime Minister MNarendra
Modi was only frequenting
the State as the Lok Sabha
around  the

corner.

~The Prime Minkster can
wisit the State, but ar the
same time, he should con-
sider the genuine demands,

vernment
government ar the Centre]
our request o

PM visits Kalpakkam
nuclear power plant

CHENNAL

Prime Ministes Marendra
Modi  on  Monday it
nessed the commence-
ment of “core loading” at
india‘s first indigenous Fast
Breeder Reactor (SO0
MWel at Kalpakkam near
hese. He ook a tous of

Narendra Modi 21 the nuclear
Flant an Monday. FT

clear  reactor-Prototype
Fast  Breeder Reactor
(PFER), said a statement

Bdyut N 3
(BHAVIND to operate In-
la's most advanced nu-

indigenously by BHAVIND
with contribafi

200 Indian

Breeder Reactor, it added.

Karnataka Police hand over Bengaluru
cafe explosion case to Central agency

o =

BENGALURL

The Mational Investigation
¥ (NI1A) has taken ov-
er the Rameshwaram Cafe
case. Director-Gener-

N1A officials, a senior pol
bee officer sai
The Bengaluru police

Wnder scanner: T
e boarded muitiple buses to

said one of the COTV came-
ra footages from the res-
raurant revealed that the
suspect stayed for 10 mi-
nute . after
Shich bttt The TED B

Bengalura city police say the suspect may
reach the cafe. 11

red with a tmer exploded

stead of going in all direc

tions. This minimised the
damage and injuries. Had
it spread around, the ca-
sualties could have been
more,” an officer added.

COTV footages
The Bengaluru ciry police,
who analysed CCTV foot:
= from Rindreds of cam-

the restaurant to plant the
bomb.

The police are probing
the networks of ar least
four terror suspects from
Karnaraka, who have given
security agencies the slip
and are still ar large in con-
nection with the blast.

release ¥ET,000 crore fo-

MK Stabn

tance to 12,653 beneficiar-
ies at a cost of T143.46 crore
under various schemes.

The DMK government, Mr.

Stalin said, had been im-

plementing various

schemes to benefit every
i the State.

“To ensure their proger

o n brder t T retain
power.” he said.

“Eut they cannot
ceive the people of Fammil
Madu, who always stand by
the “Dravidian Model' go-
works for

rated 70 ather completed
projects at s total cost
230888 crore and Laid the
foundaton stone for 40
mew projects at a cast of
crore in Mayila-
Sl Nagapattinam,
and Tirsvasur districes. He
distribured welfare assis-

the
(_hlgf Ml.nlsm.

Ministers,

Collectors
w||l Tiara et with Demeer

for further improverment,”
he said. The State govern-
ment had followed up

7533 lakh peopls in the
he sabd.

Three held

in ‘pro-Pak.
slogan’ case

in Bengaluru
The Hindiu Bureao
BENGALURG

J he vidhana So’udha pn'l

& In Karnataka
day rrested three 1 penple
isi ‘Paki

embily
celebrations of K
member syed ‘Maseer

Huzssain.

Shekhar HT. Deputy
Commissioner Police,
Centr o

cumstantial evidence and
statements of the witness-
event.

been

from Byadagl in Haveri dis-

rict. The accused have

been produced before the
Furthe:

e,
clulming that a few Com
upporters  had
S Fakistan Zinds

Eress
shoured -
bad" in the corri-

to cele

and shouting “Naseer saal
zindabad® BIP MLAs had

taged a protest inside and
Sutmide the Vidhana Soud-
ha dem: the arrest of
the a

Coissed.

The accused had been

detained for questioning

nied raising
n

Net-working

1 wratbers: Fishermen vertune out ba the Bay of Beogal off the Visskhapstnem coast s the fist rays of the sun spresd gelden bues an

Golde,
Rhe water, v Rt

New rules for plastic
use in Odisha’s parks

Chief Conservator of For-
et CWiklife).

carryi
thenns 10 wraps Wil e

vised to dispose of the
wraps ar designared gar-
bage and not lisers the
protected areas, the o
star
A]lthegarbagzgz‘nenu—
by

e that the public at
large shoubd put to
i

Three girls suffer burn
injuries in acid attack

MANGALURLD

‘Three second year Pre-Un-
Frersity gitl smdents of
nce suffe

who alio suffered burns,
the police
i l’.'hree studenss are
treatment in a

dephal in Ma X
after the amack,

lowing a complaine by the
victim, the Kadaba police
arrested Abin.
Preliminary  investiga-
thon revealed that Abin was
angry with the girl for re
fusing his proposa
Deputy Director of PU

GI recognition for Narasapur crochet lace
craft revives hopes of struggling artisans

ToApgeals Naide
WEST GODAVARI

Narasapur cro-
chet Lsce craft has received
the Geographical indics-

sh.
& Department of Pro-
ot of o ustry and fn-
rernal Trade (OPLT under
the Ministry of Commerce
Indusery registered
the craft in the Geographi-
cal  Indlcarions Registry
(GIR) on March 1 certifying
that the craft is peographi-
cally limited o 19 man

fn West Godavari and Dr.

An srtizan knitting = lace
product near Narasapur.

for lace

products in West
lﬂauall district. J)l Kona-
seema region, Razele and
X n

will be allowed to appear
for the paper in the second

mpt, the examination
of which will be held

icracrs n the Godaverl
leg!nn

pur and Palacole
are the » nor trade pobrts

are

for the craft.

rearly 15,000 women
are directly involved in the
craft, producing three ca-

tegories of products made
- garments. home
nd

Godavari District
Alankriti Lace Manufac

ing Mahfla Mutnal Asded
- Saclcties®

larly known as AIanI(rI[l
rederation). Narasapur All

applied for the GI Tag for
the crochet lace craft

Eaeak mcenacke
nally, our craft has re-
ot e Maore
than 15,000 Women are as-
sociated with our federa-
thon comprising S1_socie-
thes. Howewer, barely 200

women are now active in
regular production.
The crochet lace craft mar-

craft For
trade,” Alankriti Federa-
tion president Pula; i

dictating the terms in the
marker, giving a death
blow o the Marasapus Iac

produces, she explaine

KSU activists,
Kerala police
clash over
student death

The Hindu
KALPETTA
Chaos descended on the
Kerala Veterinary and And-
mal Sclences Universiny
{KVASL) headguarters

Poobiode in Wayanad e
trict on Mon with Kera-

police at the entrance of
the university

The violence unfolded
when the KSU activists
marched to the university

connecti i th
Beath of Sulhrthan L5 o
second-year Bache ‘of
Weterinary Science and

for an imnparzial
investigation.

protesters  also
raised demands such as

crose o the family of Sid-
harthan, adopting begal ac
ton againse the university
off

and the resignation
o Chief Minister Pinarayi

X hikode,
anad, and Malappu-
ram districts arrempted

discharging  truck-mount-
ed water cannon several
times. The pr e

essurised
of water felled several stu-
dents, but the police could
not disperse the protes-
ters. protesters then
threw stones amnd sticks at
the palice




GI recognition for Narasapur crochet lace
craft revives hopes of struggling artisans

T. Appala Naidu
WEST GODAVARI

The famed Narasapur cro-
chet lace craft has received
the Geographical Indica-
tions (GI) tag, giving a new
lease of life to the dying
craft in the Godavari re-
gion of Andhra Pradesh.

The Department of Pro-
motion of Industry and In-
ternal Trade (DPIIT) under
the Ministry of Commerce
and Industry registered
the craft in the Geographi-
cal Indications Registry
(GIR) on March 1 certifying
that the craft is geographi-
cally limited to 19 mandals
in West Godavari and Dr.
B.R.Ambedkar Konaseema
districts in the Godavari
region.

Narsapur and Palacole
are the major trade points

An artisan knitting a lace
product near Narasapur.

for lace products in West
Godavari district. In Kona-
seema region, Razole and
Amalapuram are known
for the craft.

Nearly 15,000 women
are directly involved in the
craft, producing three ca-

tegories of products made
of lace — garments, home
furnishings and
accessories.

West Godavari District
Alankriti Lace Manufactur-
ing Mahila Mutual Aided
Co-operative  Societies’
Federation Limited (popu-
larly known as Alankriti
Federation), Narasapur All
India Crochet Lace Expor-
ters Association and And-
hra Pradesh Handicrafts
Development Corporation
Limited (APHDC) jointly
applied for the GI Tag for
the crochet lace craft.

Bleak scenario

“Finally, our craft has re-
ceived the GI tag. More
than 15,000 women are as-
sociated with our federa-
tion comprising 51 socie-
ties. However, barely 200

women are now active in
the regular production.
The crochet lace craft mar-
ket here has remained pa-
ralysed since COVID-19
pandemic due to a lack of
new orders. We hope that
the GI tag will help revive
the craft and foreign
trade,” Alankriti Federa-
tion president Pulaparthi
Mahalakshmi told The Hin-
du over the phone.

An estimated 60% of the
artisans involved in the
craft are women. The
State-run Alankriti Lace
Park in Narasapur town
resumed operations in May
2023 years after it was shut
down. China’s machine-
made lace products are
dictating the terms in the
market, giving a death
blow to the Narasapur lace
products, she explained.
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Swedish defence major SAAB
begins work on unit in India
Swedish defence major Saab on Monday started
constructon of its new nla.nuta:mrl.ng Facilicy in
India for s beonic Carl-Custaf M4 weapons with a
formal ground breaking ceremony. The Facility is
being badls 3t MET City in Haryana, The State has

pariners employees, company
sabd. “Today is an important milestone for

n and lndia. Saab’s fetory will be the frst
foreign fully-owned defence production facility
in India. It s a testament 1o the stwrong bilateral
relationship between our countries,” savs
Jewrell, State Secretary for Foreign Trade,
Sweden,

Court seeks response from
WL govt. on wrestlers” plea

The Delhi High Court on sought
omse from fhe Unlcn orernmens o the

son of India (WET on a

ramg

has put the matter for hearing on March 7 before
which the ad-hoc committee has to reply to the
plea.

ate party offices at Rouse
A\-‘enue by June 15: SC to AAP

The Supreme Cowrt o allowwed the aam
Aadmi Darty (AP time till Jure 15 to vacate It
offices from a property ar Avenuie albotred

o the Delhi Court for expanding judscial
infrastructure. “In view of the impending general
,wegran[tlme wll june 15, 2024 &

ises 5o thar Land allotred
f;zpancl:he dls:rlc:]unﬂclarys footpring can be

" a Ben headed
'I:vy mnelmu.oe oF el Dok, G arigirac i
observed. The court asked the AAP to approach
the Land and Development Office for allotment
of land for its offices.

Arvind Kejriwal skips eighth
summons by ED in excise case
Mrelhi Chief Minidster and Aam Aadmi Party (A AP

however, agreed to appear before the agency
wirtually after March 12 2
summ. r. Kejriwal on Monday in relation to

)ce]ltvlalhas r\e'pesxe-d]ysldppe-d
the agency stating that they were llegal, unfair,
and politically mativated. AAP leaders have
alleged that the Centre was using the ED asa
politcal tool to intimidate the Oppositien

Govt. employees protest
against promotion delay

‘hew threaten to stage a non-cooperation moverment” if an expedived dec

Pon is not taken

regarding their promotions and the Union government does not “wake up from its deep slumber”

MEW DELHD

mployees of the Un-
son

up from i deep

The officials sald that
Sufer  Mass

protests Thers = a stagnaticn in almost each grade of CS5 due
o wihich officens are detressed and dismayed. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

&r 27, 2022 to assess the ris-
ing démand for manpowsr
mcross  var Minisrries
and Gepartments in view

growing number of
Seneres and pm]eﬂg of

CGovernment of India
and to suggest the steps for
better cadre management

agn. However, the
sl pending with the go-

vernment. As per informa-

of all the departments are
be considered. Due to
the delay in the submission
of the re| af - these
=nts are crippled

due to of man-

each grade of Css due to
which officers are dis-
tressed and dismayed.” the
forum sakd.

The forum has decided

ing the

Tired of spam or
fraud calls? File a
plaint on Chakshiu

NEW DELHE

The Mepartment of Tele-
communications DoTh on

o
port suspected fraud com-

in its announcement.

expiry, deactivation, im-
rsonar as  govern-
ment oﬁclal or relative,
and gemm
mgm In[e]l.'lg\emce
J’]s.l:(ul:nl also
unched, whmh wuuld be
a non-public_data-sharing

social e platforms,
identiry decument issuing
5, and 50 on”, the

Ashawini Waishnae:

cations and Electronics &

it weoasld sely impact
people’s privacy rights.
. w Iikered

CMAP's introduction by the

Telecom Regulatory Auth-
be

ority of India wor re-
viewed in detail before
further steps are taken.

Uttarakhand Cabinet
nod for Ordinance to
recover damage cost

The Hindu Bureaun Those found
NEW DELHI

will also have (o pa
@ fime of wg to TR
lakh apart from the
CECOVETY amoant

The Utrarakhand Cabiner

public property during

Protesss from
ﬂlmejrnn:llved

= government has al-

50 formed a rribunal which

will assess the cost of the

the wviolence. ~With the
alm of strictly curbing the

damage
Those found guilty will

The Cabinet nod o the Ut wrote on
khand Public (Govern- A government commu-
ment) and ery of  nigue sasd that in addition

comes than a month the treatment of those

after viol broke out In injured i the violence.

Hakdwani's Banbhoolpura rom this, the en-
body demaol- incurred du

pel
killed and 100 injured in

Hundreds of govt. officials to
be mobilised for Modi’s rally

SRINAGAR

The J&K Lieutenant-Gover-

toral MNodal Oficers shall

‘O alerts Sachastoa Seerna Bal {S58] personnel monitoring vehicle
rmowement i Ssinagar cn Monday. A

strictly ensure that vehi-
cles allotted to their res-

accessed

government employees at-

tending the rally

=sked if they had any lnks
ants,” one em-
pluyee e e Eonal

direction to us.” another
teacher sakd.

Submit report
on gang rape
of Spanish
wioman: HC
The Hingw Burean

The fharkhand High Court
on Monday took SWo meoen
£

©Chief Secretary and Direc-
tor-General of  Police
Pl a3 well as the Supe.

against a fore|

of o
ed crime against a for
verse pu

nlshl.ngm I;nnage oFindia
across the globe™

The police satd thres pe-
ople had been arrested

THEREs AwErE -

dset by Arden)

o sobve this pussle online,
s 60 our crossword site
- Mk T

14114

12 Kannads or Tamil, same of it comes straight from the
e (5]

13 Gather under comer, one goes far Suck [9)
18 Goon line by coincidence (12
18 Senmd meals whao became tyrants (5.7]
21 Reform aver masters’ sdmissien in old college (4,5]
23 Fight to catch soeer fish (S)
28 Miss Tumer fills Uup Za3 arnd gets something ta cat (7]
25 Beer botties - dispatch & messenger (71
26 Secure arcund a gowemer |
2T She gaes e & Hepraaion, fee foltows 8}
Down
Stop supporting bus conductor (6]
26 no sitematve 1o rule (5]
Increase pressure and weel an stane ()
Testing ground for haly bashops (5.1
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Unique actions of God

Human beings are born in this world, which ls not perma-
Is conssdered

the way o eternal bliss,

s us
which is permanent: hence, they are called Aprakruth-

wan. an ardent disciple of St
nisha Sthavam',

ri Koorathazh
in2 ks ot ‘Arhd tam
man deeds of

i Famanuy
Pralses the muperhin.

God is the cus(odl:n of the entire universe. How could

But Eis deeds were not so.
Srd Sita, how dsd

1
2
3
4
€ Placed sight mssde far a land awrer (5}
7
s
s

= Defect is not with the make wup (3,51 selution to s purzte Selution to yesterday's Sudoks Her? bird Jjarayu didn't know karma, jnana or bhaksi

Departs, having taken a chance with disease (8] 3 [B[S[2[4 96| Yom- How dudihe Lord o e e

Repeated refussl to came down from paradise (14] ] |2 63|71 28 ol it Tk b days G & to fight with Ravanat

Saarakds 15 Bird modulates voses (9} & 21 1147 35 Il anyone let his arch- r]\rs] off granting a chance?

1 Live cowersge of break dunng IPL, is it Mew York? (3,5) 16 Countrymen face terrosists hiding real bamb (8] - * 9 57 alZ2’ 14 Whydld Rama ask Ravama cﬁm the next s a

5 American central bank admitted the statute is defective AT Catcrestes some problemn in the sheg (8) 13 5 296|873 young child, Sri Krishna feigned to be ted up by the rope
L] 18 Man fellows kaw, | suffer pain (5] i rdl |_1 4 8l6 5| tethered wirth a mortar by Yasodha

WO Sesiesl | enjoy beirg outside (7} 20 Setect range, erect an all sides of the raad [5) = 3T 3659 8 How could a seven-year-old boy it the Govardhana

11 Time consumang, it's shout & country in Africs 7] 22 Hot stulfl cormes up during & beam game (S) [3 | FAE-IN N I T‘"‘;ﬁ o sa et anelere il

8 4/2/9]5 61 e Lnige, and the Acharya prays and pays his oieisanoe.




Tired of spam or
fraud calls? File a
plaint on Chakshu

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Department of Tele-
communications (DoT) on
Monday launched
Chakshu, a platform for te-
lecom users to report fraud
or spam callers. The facili-
ty, available at sanchar-
saathi.gov.in/sfc, will allow
citizens to “proactively re-
port suspected fraud com-
munication”, the DoT said
in its announcement.

The platform will allow
users to report frauds relat-
ed to bank account, pay-
ment wallet, SIM, gas con-
nection, electricity
connection, KYC update,
expiry, deactivation, im-
personation as govern-
ment official or relative,
and sextortion.

The Digital Intelligence
Platform was also
launched, which would be
a non-public data-sharing
resource for “Telecom Ser-
vice Providers, law enfor-
cement agencies, banks
and financial institutions,
social media platforms,
identity document issuing
authorities, and so on”, the
DoT said.

Minister for Communi-

Ashwini Vaishnaw

cations and Electronics &
Information Technology
Ashwini Vaishnaw also
supported Caller Name
Presentation (CNAP), a fea-
ture that would allow tele-
com users who opt for the
service to view the regis-
tered name of everyone
calling them. Telecom
firms and some civil socie-
ty groups had warned that
it would adversely impact
people’s privacy rights.

Mr. Vaishnaw likened
the feature to the right to
know who was knocking at
the door but added that re-
commendations favouring
CNAP’s introduction by the
Telecom Regulatory Auth-
ority of India would be re-
viewed in detail before
further steps are taken.
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A vaccine that prevents six cancers In Karnataka, Congress on the defensive
Baar i b o shifit focuss to ree schemes” and the isswe of devolution of funds
anuary was observed as and misinformation abour
Cervical Cancer intervention to be Implemented the HPV vaccine.
AU vear S gt bes
March 4 is observed as equitable health In support of the widely
ki HPW Awarersess D Fa— roll-cut of the S Bageshres

Hrishikesh Pai
s Prasident, FOGS!
aoua

using a high-performance
scresning test by the age of 35 and
again by 45: and 90% of women
detected with cervical pre-cancer
and cancer lesions must rece:
treatment and care.

m
physicians, have joined s o
remind member

n the hesls of the Bud-
et sessl of the Kar-
nataka l.egslllule

HPV wvaccination
and screening
Tor

cervical cancer s a renlpnsslbl]lty_

the tragedy is that even today,

ower-
ties lack effective

public health problem. The Workd
Health Organization’s serategy

pe us
lesions are two
TmaEjor Strategies
for prevention
and carly
derection of
cervical and
other cancers

slogans in the corridoss of the
State Secrerariar. On Monday
women: vulvar, anal, vaginal, three pe were arrested in
cervical connection with the case.
party president 5. Vi-

e blast

in
i e

schedube. the incident involving the al-
the FOGSI Good Clinical Practice leged slogans and blamed the
Recommendations, upon review “my brother~ policy of the
of the body of evidence, Congress  gowernmens  for
reinforced its Hajeev Chandrasekhar,
sinister

HPV waccination to the Unibon i and B con.
age prowp of 9-14 years as well as testant from Thinmananthap-
regular screening for every that both were

E e of S0 years a restls of the ~appessement

pol
as the investigsring agencies
to make a significant
bnaauhnmgh in either of the
with the Forensic

obstetric o fort zone of Hindutva politics,

pediarricians abour e faen of During the Budget session, | which is In tune with
EIPV waccination and share best the Bharatya la Pa perceived w be the et
Pracsioes for effactively ©y alleged that supporters | mood after the in. ation
communicaring with parents. of the Congress"s i Sabha of the am Mandir =t Asod-
abour this cancer-preventing winner Syed Naseer Hussain | hya. The two Incidents hawve
raised - u

discussion wese e

Ban
Devolurion of funds has re-

malned a hot issue, with De-
puty Chief Minister DK Shiva-
Joumar

forced to demand a separate
country if the Centre does not
provide them with adequate
fumds. Wihile this was dubbed
“angi-nagonal” by the BIP, the

Importance of HPV vaccination and meunting allegations of | plete with a inst Lok
among their peers and and the corruption. But recent | the government at the | ing to be held in summer. Kar-

Pmunity at large. episodes the manner in | Centre for decreasing the | nataka is reell under a

Physiclamns are the which the BIP has seized these | State’s share of devolved rax- | dri water crisis and
respected leaders in society and e tor target es, and gradually decreasing | Farme: already lost a
th source ing party is an indication of | the grancin-aid al ze part of their crops.
health-related information. Their Lok s, centrally sponsored schemes | narrative will cut ice with the
leadership is needed to eliminate campaign. Its leaders” state- | and fosrcing the State to in- | woters in a such a sitiation re-
cervical cancer in 1 ments are in the party’s com- | crease its share. Every tme | mains tobe .

Over 1,000 Indians crossed into UK. illegally in 2023

[ DATA Do

Mipnesh Bacdbakrishoan
& Tasenin Nihalani
n 2023, more than 1,000 In-
dians risked their lives o

reach the LLEC by crossing the
English Channel from Burope in
inflatable small

ndians who took this
dangerous journey has surged in

LK. by small the Euro-
pean mainland. Thr
Zoz1 and . daily crossings of

Afghan

ople), lran 5. S62. and 'turkey

080 indians ed ninth o
e

reference to the recent surge in
Hiegal migrants crosaing the En-
elish Channel Given that the
servative Party has been [ralJI.ng
the opposition Labour Party by a

rable margin in the opi
nion polls until now, Mr. Sunak has
been pushing a Bill t

to semd asy-
lum-seekers in the UK. to Rwanda,
the outcorme of wi may have an

impace on his and s partys suc.
in the polls.

A dangerous journey far from home

Tha data for the charts were searced Srom the UK. Homs Offce’s |memigracian systam seatissies and irregular migration statistics

Parileus path: Migranisan a beach near Calaks, Franoe, afier s laled asteme 10 Cross the Channel. AEUTERS

taking esception o the disrespecthul

remarks against

Oppositon member, Mr. 5.
1t happened when the House was discussing

the GOWErmMent action in announcing outskde

the House the price hike of petrol. kerosene and

other petroleum products, decided by the

Cabinet Friday. The Speaker. uphobding the

the chastised the

Jmproper. Afewcm\gessmuubersjolneﬂﬂbe
ihe Speakes’s

CHart 1: The chart shows The nasmtses of
in srmall boats betmeen 2003 and 2033

ans whe arrtesd Chart 2: The chart shows The it of UK. sy um

apalications mised by Indians over the years
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Chart3: Charta: The chart shows the number of asylum apelications

The chaet shows the age—mise Zhace of Indian asybum
. o By Indisns Shat wens gracted at the

150
14z
100
s
o
2008 2onl 3013 2o0s 201V @01s 2ozl zoes 003 2011 zows  2eas  2oiv  zois 2021 23
e e co b, nehalan SEthohieduoain

e ationa, e the discizssion was or, M.
Mishra red the House. So also, a smiling

senibor
unaware of the | amgu o the O
was coming a

his point.
Echkior with trylmg t protect the Government.

‘A MUMDRED YEARS AGE MARCH 5, 1834
Davis tennis cup

Washington, k. : The draw for the Davis
cupr will heheklatthe White House omn March
I7th. Mr. Coolidge will draw the first mumbbser. 15
nations besides the United State.

e Ambassadors and Mindsters will
draw for their tive countries. Mr. Collidge
wrill drase for the United States ansd the
challenger round will be played in Philadelphia
earky in S



Over 1,000 Indians crossed into UK. illegally in 2023

The number of Indians applying for asylum in the UK. crossed the 5000-mark for the first time in 2023




A dangerous journey far from home

The data for the charts were sourced from the U.K. Home Office’s immigration system statistics and irregular migration statistics

SREINIAN
<
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Perilous path: Migrants on a beach near Calais, France, after a failed attempt to cross the Channel. REUTERS

Chart 1: The chart shows the number of Indians who arrived
in small boats between 2018 and 2023
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Chart 2: The chart shows the number of U.K. asylum
applications raised by Indians over the years
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Chart 3: The chart shows the age-wise share of Indian asylum

applicants in the U.K.
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Chart 4: The chart shows the number of asylum applications
by Indians that were granted at the initial decision stage
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Imaging: Sasi Menon

PREFERRED
DESTINATIONS

OUNTRIES WHERE INDIANS
SOUGHT ASYLUM IN 2016

Rankof No. of requests

COUNTRY

REFUGE AWAY FROM HOME

Indians

recetved

New Zealand 2 31
Latvia 4 20
Australia 8 L117
Finland 6 181
Japan 8 470
Slovak Republic 8 5
United Kingdom 6

_

Most indians seeking asylum were either students asking for visa
extensions, low-skilled workers and refugees seeking resettiement

» US Citizenship and
Immigration Services says
refugee status or asylum may
be granted to people who
have been persecuted or fear
they will be persecuted on
account of race, religion,
nationality, and/or
membership in a particular
social group or political
opinion

» UNHCR defines an asylum-
secker as someone whose
request for sanctuary has yet to
be processed

| LIM SEFKEER

» Amnesty International
describes an asylum seeker as
an individual seeking
international protection

» in 2015 and 2016, OECD
countries recorded the greatest
number of asylum applications
(1.66 million and 1.64 million
respectively) since World War Il

» Half of the asylum seekers in
2016 originated from Syria,
Afghanistan and Iraq. Other
applicants came from Pakistan,
Iran and Sub-Saharan Africa




* New Gunea

: Arabea Situation at the end of 2007 X

‘Yemon ‘ Refugee population: people who have crossed a border,
* » Djbouti as within the meaning of the UN
Conventions (1951) and by the Organisation of African Unity
(1969). People who have been granted humanitarian status or
temporary protection are aiso included in this category.

Repatriated population: refugees who have returned to their
country of onigin. They are placed under the protection of the
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees which helps
them for a maximum of two years.

Asylum seekers: people whose request for asylum is
ongoing, at any stage.

" Mozambigue Sources: Annuare statistique 2006 and the registration and statistics department of the
o $10.000 L UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) for the 2007 estimates (iraq, Kenya, Chad,
—Javove s10, “ Sudan); Workd Refugee Survey 2007, United States Committee for and Immigrants
| A South Africa (USCRI): UN Rebef and Works Agency (UNRWA); online database of the World Bank, 2008,
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French parliament votes to make

bortion constitutional right

-~

RELTERS.

The French parfiament on Monday voted to anchor the right to

abartion in the cor

untry’s constitution, making France the first

country in the world to offer protection for terminating

pregnancy. A congress of both o

houses easily

obtained the theee-ffths supermajority needed for the change. AR

PORT-AU-PRINCE

Haiti government declares state of
emergency after huge prison break

-~

=

aiti's government on Sunday dedared 3 state of emer,
cusfeu

nighttime
prizon that

and
ettty pag aasmtt o the Captiars enaln
SHcraed thousands of inmate:

= to escape. The curfew wil

be enforced in the Cuest region, which includes the capitsi, through
the = saidina e

EOoUL

South Korea to start legal action

against doctors over walkout

-~

=

South Korea's Heakth Minister s3id on Monday that authorities will
Start inspecting hospitats to take legst action against doctors who

no
medicsl school admissions. A

red 2n LRimatum to end 3 walkout over plans to increase
nd 9,000 resident and intern
doctors have walked off the job since February

20. ssuTeRs

in the tatest legal success for Thadand's powerful Shinawatra famity,
the try's Supreme Court on Monday cleared %o
Minizter Yingluck Shinawatra — wheo ruled from 2011 until she was.

ousted in 3 2014 mi

tary coup — of cos

rrupticn in awarding a
2>

Eowernment contract dunng her time in office.

Joe Biden, Donald Trump set to win primary races on Super Tuesday

WASHINGTON DG

Presidential  candidates
criss—crossed the country
in the n Super
Tuesday this year, when 17
U.S. States and territories
ho imaries

Donald Trump & expected to sweep the Republican contests on

Tuesday,

with Nk Haley having won just one race thus far. 452

for Mr.

Nikki Haley. the

tion in many of the States,
while some States will have
other contestants on

Such as sclfhelp sthor

the UN,
oner:

President Joe Bi
ning ncontested for the

Minnesota Congressman
Dean Phillips.

Challenging days
Atr. Biden is therefore ex-
pected to win the day on

Biden presumably faces
Mr. Trump — will be far

often the

Supreme Court restores
Donald Trump to ballot

Associated Press
ASHINGTON

The U.S. Supreme Court

president over the Capitol

postCivil War

Trump to
2024 pressdential primary
bal ting State
attempts to ban the
Republican former

keep presidential
from

to Mr. Biden to change his

R e B,

tance to-
‘wards Israel.
A growing number of

voters, not just Muslim
Americans but also youn-
ger voters across the

sit at home on

starus quo. A few thousand
voters could make a huge
r. Trump beat

on ballots. That power
Teskies with Congress, the
court wrote

Some 10% of those who
voted for Mr. Biden in 2020
were planning to vote for
Mr. Trump in 2024
Demncrallc prim
ters more
usily split o whether
NI Blden should be their

vo-

t have been working
against him.

Mr. Biden was faced
with bleak polling results
over the weekend. A New
York Times/ Sienna College

party’'s s per
the poll. with the stronge:

opposition to e taee ton
those under 45 years of
age. The data also indicat-
ed that Mr. Biden's edge ov-
er Mr. Trump among non-
white non-college grad-

After Democratic politi-

clans urged primary voters
in the crucial swing State of
Michigan to show their
frustration with Mr Bi-
den’s policy towards Is-

is being seen as a warning

former Democratic presi-
candidate llllary
Clineon 15 by le:
than 11,000 voies i 2016
and Mr. Biden won the

State from Mr Trump in
2020 by a margin of 2.8%
(Just over 1,54,000 votes).

ed to meet with Isracli
War Cabinet Member Ben-
ny Ganez.

Mr Trump has so far
won 247 delegates — more

n 10 times Ms. Haley's
tally. So far his legal trou-
bles have not prevented

he has used

the vicim of a political
witch-hunt.

Ms. Haley, who ;erved
on the Trump Cabinet, has
said she will remain ln the

race as long as she is
but dechned to
she

e who consider
themselves” moderate.
While she has claimed
she is not ant-Trump, Ms
Haley's her
former boss have become
arper in the run up to
Tuesday. She has

and criticised his
isolationist ‘foreign policy
and admiration for Russian

President Viadimir Putin-.
Significantly, Ms. Haley
did not commit to support-
ing Mr. Trump if he is the
n GOP candidate,

when questioned about a

Other contests

There are also a number of

“ ballot” pris on

Super Tuesday — such as a

primary contest for the
t of Gowernor (North

Carolina), several for the

Prachanda quits Congress
alliance, joins hands with Ol

Communist coalition back at the helm in Ne; after little more than a vear: CPN (Maoist-Centre)s

demand for the post of the National Assembly chair had caused a rift with Nepali Congress

of Nepal (Maocist Centre)
switched sides from the

i
The latest development
puts the Nepali Congress,
the largest party in partia-
men eats, in the
Opposﬂdon seat
ders from both the
PN (!\laolsl Centre) and
the CPN-UML said that

‘orm the gove:
ment, once again bringing

Musical chair: Pushpa Kamal Dahal shakes hand with K5, Sharma

the second largest party
with 78 seats, on Decem-
ber 25, 2022, aﬁel the Ne-
P ess refus

o
oblige his demand to lead
the government.

1ater in February 2023,
the CPN-UML puBled out rof
the after the

a w
the helm in ar-

ter listle more than a year-
The Rastriya Swatantra
Party s and
raajbadi Parcy will also
= part o the mawr Maste.
UML coali
Mr. Prachanda on Mon-
iy, evmning dismbined. <1
and

“entre) decid-
ed to back Ram Chandra
P

sequenlly joined the go-
vernment

Cracksin

Ol in Kathrmandu on Monday. AW

Cracks began to appear

in the Maoist-Congress

coalition lately over va-
rious issues. But the post of
jonal

vernment on its own. Of
the 275 members, 165 are
elected under the direct
election system, or frst-
past-the-post system,

the remaining 110 are elect-
ed under the proportional

It was because t

e e T e
seats in parfiam,

The CPN- LHL and the
zed in 2018 to

mand that it be given the

National Assembly _chair

pns( e ———_
“The National Assembly

chair post is crucial, f<

1o s oF tThe Conrt.

tutional Council which re-

epal.
struggle between
chanda and
Chairman K.P. Sharma Ol
led to the implosion of the
NCP in 2021
A Maoist-UML unity in

traditionally _enjoyed its
d t in Nepa will react to
tved le

bodies. New

Hari writer and

lhree new Ministers with-
out portfolios into his Cabi-

net — one each from his
party. the CPN-UM
the RSP — and kepe all 25
portfolios with him.

r. Prachanda’s CPN
(Maamr(;en:xe) party had
P 2022 _general

Congress.
rachanda
Prime Minister with the
backing of the CPN-UML.,
cae
"

Political analyse, ssye tha
Maoist-Congress coalition

pal is electing the new Na-
tional Assembly chair on
Marc!

had become es-

pecially after some Nepali

Congress leaders began
Mr.

-
changes are not new in Ne-
pal, and it has seen 11 go-

dax style of governance

of if but when." Mr. Shar-
ma said

since it abol-
ished the monarchy in
2008,

s electoral system
almost im-

arty to
in the
275-strong House of Repre-
sentatives to form a go-

vol
Gominated dispensation in
Kathm.

Mr. Prachanda, a vocal
critic of Indéa in the past. in

New Delhi’s good L if
recent high-level bilateral
exchanges and some for-
wannookmg deals under

rime ministership are
anylhlng to go by.

(Sanjeev mxgam,m is an
Bexdependent Jjournalist
based in Kathmandu)

Lessons from a conflict

=mail Wanba, director of the UNRWA Taif Schoct in Rafah, teaches 3t 3 school housing dispiaced Palestinans, in Rafah on Monday. AFP

Shehbaz
Sharif takes

ISLAMABAD

Pakistan Muslim

Nawaz (P\IL N)'s shehbaz

Sharif on Monday took the

as Prlme Minister of

Paklslzn assuming

mxhsllapped
fic

Shehbaz, the 24th elected
Prime Minister, In a cere-
mony held at the Aiwan-i-
Sadr, the presidential pa-

lace.
o |

China eliminates
Premier’s annual
news conference

BEUING
China's government

sal
on Monday that it is elimi-
nating an annual news

leader took questions from
Jjournal
Lou Qinj

es.
Qinjtan, the spokes-
person for the Nai

done every year since
1993,

Moscow
summons
German
Ambassador

Associated Press

The move
in line with a dh'nlmsh!ng

the 3
leader Xi Jinping centralise
control of the nation’s af-
fairs, said Alfred Wu, an as-

Ger-
many’s Ambassador Alex-
Iaor Graf Lambadoth to

ported, days afier the re-
lease of an audio recording

the Na-
of

te at
tional Untversity

The meeting of the lar-
is

support for Uk-

aine.

The 3s-minute record-
ing features military offic-
ers in G

being closely watched for
any indications of what
steps the government will
take to boost the economy.

Taurus long-range
cruise missiles could be
used by Kyiv against invad-
ing Russian forces.




PARIS

French parliament votes to make
abortion constitutional right

REUTERS

A

The French parliament on Monday voted to anchor the right to
abortion in the country’s constitution, making France the first
country in the world to offer protection for terminating a
pregnancy. A congress of both the lower and upper houses easily
obtained the three-fifths supermajority needed for the change. AFp



The MTP Act 1971 and
The MTP Act Amendments 2021

o~ P

Indications Only applies to married Unmarried women are also covered
(Contraceptive failure) women

Gestational Age Limit 20 weeks for all 24 weeks for rape survivors
indications Beyond 24 weeks for substantial
fetal abnormalities

Medical practitioner One RMP till 12 weeks One RMP till 20 weeks

opinions required Two RMPs till 20 weeks Two RMPs 20-24 weeks

before termination Medical Board approval after 24
weeks

Breach of the woman’s Fine up to Rs 1000 Fine and /or Imprisonment of 1 year

confidentiality
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E

78%

of abortions
performed by
this stage

<WEEK | <WEEK

20

13
ue

91% 98%

of abortions | of abortions
performed by | performed by
. this stage ' this stage

<WEEK

v

DEADLINE

Legal dead-
line for most
abortions

<WEEK

ILLEGAL

Abortion
generally
illegal



OPERATION SAFE

7 million abortions are
conducted a year in India

Only 50% of these

operations are legal

8% of women opting
for abortion die due to
complications arising
from unsafe procedures

22 million unsafe
abortions are reported
| globally every year
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e

pecole cnboard the missing Malay:
Flight MHITO dispiayed in Subang Jays. SEUTERS

Will reopen MH370

search if compelling
evidence emerges’

ence France Presse

MELBOURNE

Malays.un Prlrn.e Minister Anwar Ibrahim said on

Aos

emerged,

would be

nday th
search for mgu MH3TO if “compelling
r to

happy to reopen™ the
evidence

hunt a

His ©
milies marked 10 years since the plane vanished
in the Indian Oce: 239

aff
to be done

Ocean people aboard.
~I don't think it’s a technical issue. It's an issue
fecting

ives of people and whatever neads
be done.”

st
Malaysta Alrlines flight Srora Boeing 777 air-
eared fr on March 8,

., Kuala
ing. Despite the largest search in Sviation

mpur to Beij-
on history,

After Amnesty’s criticisim, Cambodia
defends relocatlons from Angkor Wat

Associated Press
BANGKOK
ambodia is rejecting
allegations that it
wiolated  interna-
tional law by evicting peo-
ple living around its fa-
m cor Wat temple
in a report

locas
residenis of more than 100
tradissonal vilages

e UN culmraJ agency
had Gemanded & response
from Cambodian authori-
ties in November after a
scathing report from Am-

sty International
claimed that thousands of
familtes, some had
lived area for “sever-
al generations,” were being
forcibly  evicted  from

13l to UNESCO follow
nhe World Heritage Site, (= b

about a year earlier than
plann,

Cambodia’s assertion that
the families were being vo-
funcarily relocated. Ching

o
d plane were from.

Speaking to the crowd. Grace Nathan, a Malay-
‘whose mothe

&
sian lawyer
on the

Transport Minister Anthony Loke told press-
pe that “as far Malaysia is concerned, it is
committed to finding the plane... cost is not the

issue~.

people
said th,

who oy had
Torced o, withe maintati:
Ing thar resestiement sites
lacked adequate warel
sanitation and other facili-
ties, and criticising UNES-

critic
€O for failing to challenge
c

tion at the Angkor Wat site

erftage land.”

those identified by
UNESCO as inhabitants of
traditional villages shorty
after the Angkor Wat com-

Rich cutture: The Anghor Wat site sprawls across some 400
Khmer Empire capitats from the Sth to the 15th

square

Pl Enatriprianin 1902 e

aWworld He Stte.

the Angkor heritage
siee there are 12 villages
where people have been
living for generations, but
there are squatters who
have been coming in, and
these squatters are the peo-
ple who are being relocat-
ed. not the people living in
the traditonal _villages.”
Long Kosal

centuries, including the tempie of

silometre, contairing the ruins of

Angkor Wat. FLE PHCTO

part of the 112 villages.

fore who would ultimately
have to leave who
would get to stay.” said
Montse l-ener the head of

team

came from the highest le-

Iater time and receive mlh»
ing"

Status at risk
Alr Hun Sen's son, Hun Ma-
net, was elected to succeed

government line that Ang-
kor Wac ris! losing &
Wo

cember,

however, emphasised that

it has ~always categorically

rejected the use of forced

evictions,” ~that at no

potnt did i request, sup-
or participate in

mv&!‘anng !.he Angkor
‘Wat resettlement

= So fast forward w now,
that on

for the Cambodian govern-
ment body in charge of the

Angkor Wac bt
“The people in the vil-
lages are part of our herit-
age: that is why we call
a Hving heritage

'che"y ek what Getails

included in their new
repoct, and thet it Te.
mained extremely unclear
who could be considered

the books.” she said. speak-
ing from Geneva. She said
several f

The agency refused to
on C: s

living there for generations’

cated. primarily o a vast

settlement known as

Run Ta Ek. about 25 km

away from the Angko
site_

New arrivals were given

r Wat

debt incurred by many in

building their new homes
of income suf-

them.

what about everything else
they lostz~ she said_
During a visit to Run Ta
in Deceml Prime

that It ~stands by It pre-
vious

cold Amnesry et they had
been living around the Ang-
kor Wat site for genera-
dons, and not wanted
to leave their homes. She
added that their research

tarily.” as Amnesty would
define i, with many being
threatened or otherwise
coerced.

Amnesty said the threats

the situation in Angkor.™
In October, Cambodia

nister Hun Manet l’el&
rence: s allega-

5 was
responsible for human

opened the Siem Reap-
Al

port, the ry's biggest,
to serve as a gateway to the

an estimated 10,000 fami-
lies have already been relo-

Ca
highlighted the fact that
the people relocated were

now

the sta-
tus of villagers, equal o
that of the traditional endo-
genous population settled
in the Angkor zone for gen-
~the report said.

+ Bloom and Zloom

A in Athers in Greece on Monday. This winter was the hottest on for Greece, accord;
Clota analysed by Greek scientists, thrastening the visbibty of Crops and raing fears of another sumireer of evastatin wikifres, REUTERS

ing to

Indigenous Greenland women sue

Denmark over forced contraception

COPENHAGEN

A group of Indigenous

media reported on

nday.
The group of 13 Inuit
women say Danish health
zulhorllbes wviolated their
ts when they
fitted thern with the devic.
es, comm known as
coils. Some of the women
— including many who
were teenagers at the time
— were not aware of what
ppened or did not con-
sent o the intervention.
Last yea men
had Aled an initial |awsun
against Denmark

An st vilage in G

nd. 143 Inuse woenen

have accused Danish

eaith suthorty of iolating their haaman nghts. FILE PHOTO

forced contraception.
The purpose was alleg-
edly to limit population
growth In Greenland by
pre\enling pregnancy. The
pulation on the Arctic is-
Tand was rapidly. increasing
at the time of bei

copper, and fitted in the
uterus,” prevents sperm

hall‘ol‘(he fertle women in
<oil

the

ter living ana
better health care_

e small T-shaped dev-
ice., plastic and

1950m and mid-1970s.
reenland, which is
psr! of the Danish realm,

was a_colony under Den-
neil

in the Scandinavian coun-
wy.

Probe ongoing

In September 2022, the go-
vernments of Denmark
and Greenland launched
an investigation into the
programme. The outcome
of the probe is due next
year. But the women's la-
wyer., Mads

14 had a coil
fitted, told Greenland pu-
bl b ast KNH. “As

as ve want to

long
regain our self resped and
respect for our

Half a world away, four-year-old Gaza boy gets a new lease of life after losing an arm

NEW YORK

Omar Abu Kuwaik is far
in Gaza.

arm.
He's one of the “lucky”

the efforts of

run by a medscal charity in
New York City, accompa-
nied by his aun:

looked to an uncertain fu-
ture. ef and despair
for those sull trapped in
Gaza Is never far avway.

Ms. Abu Kuwaik is glad
he could de this far her
beloved brothers

she mow considers
her fourth child.

Difficult cholce
But it was a terrible cholce.
Gotng
leaving her husband and
three teena; ldren
hind in a sprawling tent
camp in Gaza’s southern-
maost city of Rafah. With Is-
rael carrying out in
areas where it told civilians

to take shelter, inclu

. Ms. Kuwatk
knows she might never see
her

ten withdrawn and breaks

into tears easily. Ask Omar
2 question, and he covers
his ears with his right hand
and the stump of his left
arm. declaring, “I don't
want to talk.”
“Kindergarten
he eventually ad

the fir v He started
school just weeks before
the war. But he does not
want to Tgarten

anym. is afraid to

Temnve his smt’s gide.

m—

Helping hand: Omar Abu Kuwai with his aunt, Mahas Abu Kuwaik,

2t Shriners Chi

Flying to New York may
have a new
dream, though. “When 1
grow up. I wam to be pi-
fot,” Omar s: can
bring people plices

Two weeks into the war,
©Omar and Ms. Abu Kuwaik

idren's Hospital in Philadelphia on February 28. A

narrowly escaped death.

The two families evacuated

their Gaza City apartme

Just before Isvac) atrstrikes

d the buildings.

Wit onty the on

their backs, the families

SPHE up to say with diffe.

Wworldwide. a U.S.-based
£ S, twols  charky. who about
in-  Omar fr the group's
© team in G
Nuseirat refu- Israel and Egypt tighly
he restrict of peo-

He had burns on his leg
and . His parents, six-
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the rubble. Rescuers d
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Egypt. An ambulance
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Indigenous Greenland women sue
Denmark over forced contraception

Associated Press
COPENHAGEN

A group of Indigenous wo-
men in Greenland has sued
Denmark for forcing them
to be fitted with intraute-
rine contraceptive devices
in the 1960s and 70s, and
demanded total compen-
sation of nearly 43 million
kroner ($6.3 million), Dan-
ish media reported on
Monday.

The group of 143 Inuit
women say Danish health
authorities violated their
human rights when they
fitted them with the devic-
es, commonly known as
coils. Some of the women
— including many who
were teenagers at the time
— were not aware of what
happened or did not con-
sent to the intervention.

Last year, 67 women
had filed an initial lawsuit
against Denmark over

health authority of violating their human rights. FILE PHOTO

forced contraception.

The purpose was alleg-
edly to limit population
growth in Greenland by
preventing pregnancy. The
population on the Arctic is-
land was rapidly increasing
at the time because of bet-
ter living conditions and
better health care.

The small T-shaped dev-
ice, made from plastic and

copper, and fitted in the
uterus, prevents sperm
from fertilizing an egg.
Danish authorities say
that as many as 4,500 wo-
men and girls — reportedly
half of the fertile women in
Greenland — received coil
implants between the
1960s and mid-1970s.
Greenland, which is
part of the Danish realm,

was a colony under Den-
mark’s crown until 1953,
when it became a province
in the Scandinavian coun-

try.

Probe ongoing

In September 2022, the go-
vernments of Denmark
and Greenland launched
an investigation into the
programme. The outcome
of the probe is due next
year. But the women’s la-
wyer, Mads Pramming,
said they will not wait until
then, adding that the only
option for the women is to
seek justice through the
court. “The oldest of us are
over 80 years old, and the-
refore we cannot wait any
longer,” Naja Lyberth, who
was 14 when she had a coil
fitted, told Greenland pu-
blic broadcaster KNR. “As
long as we live, we want to
regain our self-respect and
respect for our wombs.”
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REBUKING TAMIL Nadu minis-
ter Udhayanidhi Stalin fos his

“eradicate Sanatan -
mark. the Supreme Court on
used his

hearing
Udhayansdhi's plea to club the
FIRs fided in d

Viksit Bharat

‘BRIBERY IS NOT PROTECTED BY PARLIAMENTARY PRIVILEGE"

DAILY FROM: AHMEDABAD, CHANDIGARM. DELNI.

TheIndiarnn EXPRESS

JATPUR. ROLKATA, LUCKNOW, MUMBAL.
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2. Modi sarkar ki Guarantee ‘

Over 4 crore houses constructed

NAGPUR. PUNE, VADODARA

T7.00 (78 BIHAR & RAIPUR. 112

Means ensuring

well being of the poor

SC: No immunity for MPs & MLAs who
take bribe for vote, speech in House

7-Judge Constitution Bench overrules 5-judge Bench's
majority verdictin JMM bribery case; PM hails order

ANANTHAKRISHNANG
NEW DELH: MARCH 4

MEMBERS OF Parfiament and
Zane Jomtaiatiices Wwiso
beibes €0 vote or speak in a cer-
Lain manner in the House are not
immune from prosecution, the
Supreme Court said in a land-
mark order on M; overrual-
ing its 1998 judgment 'jh!M

n-judge Constitution Bench headed by Chief Justice

e seve:
oﬂnthvr*

AMonday 11

Apex court draws a red
line, pushes the envelope
on House privileges

APURVA VISHWANATH
NEW DELHI MARCH 4

thas Partea-
sobe

ment
of the peivileges i enyoys. 2
seven-judge Constitution

bery Case) which granted im-
v to such L

B ted by
parfiamentary peivilege” the
seven-judge Constitution Berch
headied by Chief justice of India D
¥ Chandrachud said in 3 unani-
mous ruling “The Constitution

envisions probity in public life.”
e

bench. which included

justices A S Bopanna, M M
P S Narasimba, | B

bench of the Supreme
Court k the

for judicial review of the
House and the actions of its
members
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Sanjay Kumar and
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KASHMIR, TELANGANA, GUJARAT, KARNATAKA: ACOMMON THREAD

]ob hunt, YouTube channel: How Indian
youths landed in Russia-Ukraine war

MEA says working to bring men back; families say contact erratic, fear the worst

JANYALA

his remartkes.

“You abuse s
19(1)a) right (freedom of
speech and expression]. You
abuse.

plea in the Supreme Court di-
rectly)? Do you not know the
conseguences of what you
Sakd?,” Justice Dutta said.

“You are not a layman. You
are aminiszer. You shoulkd know
the cors: - he said.

sai
Appearing for the DMK

& BASHAARAT MASOOD
HYDERASAD. SRNAGAR.
MARCH

KASHMIR 1o Karnataka,

The families of men The
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TRUMP WINS
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NIOVING AWAY froem tradstional

Mohammed Sufiyan (23) of

From
Afsan (30) of Hyderabad and

disarice wens o
«

Moscow i Mo and

e

cow only: in:

EE..

stacure is not the sole judgs
of what peivileges it enjoys and
secondly. Paskament oe legisla-
fure may only claim pervileges
which are essential and
necessary for the func-
Goning of the House.” the
ruling sza

The rulu\g focuses
only on the scope of im-
ity e posSeCin e
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WHEN LAWMAKERS
TAKE BRIBES race 12

Blow to Cong
in Gujarat, its
ex-state chief
quits, cites
‘insult to Ram’

A
VADODARA MARCH 4

ARFUN MODHWADIA was con-
spicuous by his absence at the

from India who were ayearhe Pradesh Congress Committee

d jobs as helpers in apply for Russisn passport.  (GPCC) on Monday. which

3 [ = shared the itinerary of Rahul

Mohammed SunicAlined:  offerand cobmuately they &R Candhios Saces Nyay Yatra

Mohammed St for it Afsan left for Moscow on  witich enters the state on March
7 N

December, respectively. “They
weere d 0L Who re-
Crtied them said they would

Delhi announces Rs LOOO per month for
women over 18, earmarks Rs 2,000 crore

GAYATHRI MANI
NEW DELHIL MARCH 4

THE AAM Axdimi Party govermn-
ment in Delhi announced the
Peyamantss Mahila Sameran

tax payers, beneficiaries.

{HPC) for foundational stage

Delhi Finance Minister
Atishi with CM Arvind

Sovernment pension schemes
3nd government employees.
Presenting the AAP sovern-
menr’s tenth budget wi ceal
outlay of Rs 76,000 crore
for 2024-25. Finance Minister
Arishi s3id, “So. whet
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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Afans fast vidien cail from
the Russia-Ukraine border was
0a December 31. ~After that,
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weas already on his way to hand
over his resignation to the
Speaker. Congress leaders re-
mained in denial when asked
rumoues  that

Modhwadia had g
Within 3 couple of hours.
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TANONYMITY MAKES TASK TOUGH"

Poll bond details:
Will comply, SBI
tells SC, but need
time until June 30

Says can't meet March 6 deadline due to
challenge of matching donation to donor

Monday, the SBI said it “intends

ANANTE
NEW DELHS MARCH 4

tions issued” by e cotr.
“Howeer. these are certain peac
with

Seadine for submitting decails
on purchase of electoral bonds
to the Election Commission of

India (EQ1) to June 30. The Lok
lection process would be

over byl
Last month. a

ing cxercise and the fimetine
fixed for it duse (o the Strmgent
measures undertaken 1o ensure
thar che Sdenetey of che donors
Was Kept Anoaymmous.” it said.
Sading chat ~matching of the
donor to the donations made
o a compl ess™

> peoc
Thebank said thatas per the
- of]).

Conszstution Bench had struck
down_the electoral bonds
and directed the SBL

financial insciion
\ancier the scheme. to submit By
March & the decals of electoral
chased since April
o1t the B which would

2018, “whereby the gon—
ernment framed the Electoral
Boad Schemme 2018, it was cate-
gorically provided under Clause
7 (4)" that ~the informaticn fus-
nished by the buyes shall be
treated as confidential by the au-
thorised bank and shail not be

te by March 13.

websi
in its applicaton to the SC on

any
puEpose. except when demanded
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Prime Mi: a Modi with Telangana Chief
Milnier A Revanth Reddy i A shad oo Riomday. 1t

‘PM matlab bada bhai’

Revanth seeks Modi’
help for Telangana

ANYALA

In new school report card, role of parents,

WHAT IS HOLISTIC PROGRESS CARD

.
HYDERABAD, MARCH 4

felt ~suffocated™ and that

his 40~ sation with the

Congress was a“relief™ “1f TELANGANA CHIEF Minister A

is any fead has travelled Reddy on Monday

most extensively for the ferred to Pri Minister

Congress or held events for the  Narendra Modi as “bada bhai

By it i me i have ladioqus  {elder her )™ whil g

e pasTy. itis for the Congressto s fromn the Centre for the
o staze.

50" he said. el fiew 16 Adtiabad on
In bis resignacion lecrer to  Monday and shared the stage

Congr

wvadia sasd, “Since
vy dissent. [ have met scores of
people who were offended by
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classmates,

means o build on self-aware-

the mOMENg €0 IRSuEAFate Sev-
al projects. Reddy’s move was
in contrast to his predecessor.

Rao, who skipped meeting Modi

several times dusing the PM's

visits to the state.

Prime
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ques( that if TeLangana has to
if it has to move ahead

triflicn dollar economy. India
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MOVING AWAY from traditional
evaluation methods thatrely on
marks and grades awarded by
school teachers, the National
Council for Educational and
Research Training (NCERT) has
introduced a new “holistic” re-
port card that incorporates feed-
back from parents, classmates,
and even self-evaluation by stu-
dents to track their overall
progress regularly.

PARAKH, a standard-setting
body under the NCERT, has de-
vised the Holistic Progress Card

(HPC) for foundational stage
(Classes 1 and 2), preparatory
stage (Classes 3 to 5)and middle
stage (Classes 6 to 8) and is cur-
rently working on developing
one for the secondary stage.

The NCERT has asked all
states to either adopt the HPC or
adapt it according to their re-
quirements.

Traditionally, assessment in
schools has been primarily fo-
cused on year-end examinations,
with the responsibility solely
placed on teachers. The HPC,
aligned with the recommenda-
tions of the National Curriculum
Framework for School Education
(NCFSE) to make evaluation

more “learner-centric”, marks a
departure from this approach by
considering various aspects of
learning, including diverse skills
and competencies, rather than
solely relying on marks obtained
inperiodic tests. Its aim is to track
notonly students' academic per-
formance butalso their cognitive,
socio-emotional abilities, and
creativity during class activities.
To achieve this, the HPC em-
phasises on a descriptive form of
evaluation where students are
active participants. Each child
will be able to evaluate not only
their own performance but also
of their classmates. According to
the NEP 2020, the HPC is a

WHAT IS HOLISTIC PROGRESS CARD

B New form of student
evaluation based on
recommendations of NEP
2020

M Doesn’tdepend on
marks or grades to
evaluate a student’s
academic performance

M Instead, it gives greater

role to parents in tracking
astudent’s achievements
inclass

M Students’ own

perception of their
performance and what
they wish to achieve in
schoolincluded for the
first time

epaper.indianexpress:com N | -

means to build on self-aware-
ness and self-esteem of students
by communicating the strengths
and areas of improvement.

At all stages, going beyond
academic learning, students are
assessed on self-awareness, in-
terpersonal relationships, prob-
lem-solving, emotional quotient
and creative skills. Each student
has to reflect on their own
progress at the end of an activity
by circling statements such as —
“I was able to learn something
new” or “I was able to express
my creativity” or “I was able to
help others in some way”.

For example, at the end of an
activity, a student of Class 1 will

circle what they were able to do
and notdo. Achild canself-evalu-
ate her performance through de-
scriptive remarks such as “[ liked
doing this work”, “I could ask my
friends for help”, “I followed my
teacher’s instructions” by colour-
ing smileys that say ‘yes’, ‘no’ or
‘not sure’. This “student’s self-re-
flection” is part of the HPC for all
students from Class 1 to Class 8.
At middle stage (Class 6 to
Class 8), students are encour-
aged to set their own academic
and personal goals and a definite
timeline by which they wish to
achieve these goals at the begin-
ning of the year. Students are also
required to fill in their expecta-

. In new school report Card role of parents classmates self-evaluation

tions from a teacher with respect
to areas where they need help.

The HPC for middle stage also
includes an “ambition card”
whereastudent can fillin heram-
bitions for the year and mention
areas where she must improve,
skills and habits she must develop
to achieve her ambitions.

The HPC will also link home
and school by making parents an
integral part of a child’s learning
process. It will include inputs of
parents like ability to do home-
work, following lessons in the
classroomand even student’s abil-
ity tobalance screen time withex-
tra-curricular activities at home.

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2




BUDGET ESTIMATES

Total receipts Rs 76,000 cr

W77.3% Tax
revenue

W 0.5% Capital
receipts

1 2% Opening
balance

M 1.3% Non-tax
revenue

M 1.5% Normal
Central Assistance
& Other Central Grants

4.2% Centrally Sponsored Scheme
M 13.2% Small savings loan

RUPEE GOESTO

W 22% Education
M 13% Housing and Urban Development
W 11% Public health
10% Others
M 10% Transport
9% Social Security
and Welfare
W 9% Weather and
sanitation
6% Public debt
M 4% Interest payment
M 4% Energy

W 2% Agriculture, rural development
*app percentages are approximate values

CUTS AND INCREASES

Sectors

Medical and Public Health
Education

Transport (total)

PWD (total)

Social Security and Welfare
Rural Development, Agriculture
Housing & Urban Development
Water Supply & Sanitation

2024-25 2023-24 Difference
3423 cr 4.830cr -1,407 cr
5476 cr 7,565 cr -2,089cr
6,731 cr 9,048 cr -2,317cr
1,218 cr 3,061 cr -1,843 cr
5,980 cr 4,333 cr +1,647 cr
1,029 cr 435cr +767 cr
4,395 cr 5,462 cr -1,067 cr
7,195 cr 6,342 cr +853 cr

KEY ANNOUNCEMENTS

MUKHYAMANTRI
MAHILA SAMMAN
YOJANA

Rs 1,000 financial
assistance per month
for women

Who will benefit: All
women aged above 18
years (excluding taxpayers,
beneficiaries of
government pension
schemes and govt
employees)

Budget: Rs 2,000 crore

BUSINESS BLASTERS
SENIOR

After a successful launch in
schools, the Delhi govt has
proposed this scheme for
universities and ITls to
promote entrepreneurship
among college students

Who will benefit: Any
student wishing to begina
startup will be given seed
money. Currently for
school students, the seed
moneyisRs 2,000

Budget: Rs 15 crore

DEVELOPMENT OF
VILLAGE ROADS

Redevelopment and
upgradation of 1,000 km of
roads in villages to provide
abetter commuting
experience

Who will benefit:
360villages

Budget: Rs 900 crore







* Recently, the Union Minister of Science & Technology addressing the
National Science Day 2024 programme stated that India conducted its
first human clinical trial of gene therapy for hemophilia A (FVIII
deficiency) at Christian Medical College (CMC) Vellore.

* India's progress in science and technology (S&T) was also highlighted
at the event.



* What is Hemophilia A?

 About: Hemophilia is a group of rare bleeding disorders caused by a
congenital deficiency in specific clotting factors. The most prevalent form
is Hemophilia A.

* Hemophilia A results from a deficiency in a crucial blood clotting protein known
as factor VIILI.

* Due to this deficiency, individuals experience prolonged bleeding after injuries, as
their blood takes longer to clot than usual.



e Causes: It is primarily inherited (genetic) and follows an X-linked
recessive pattern, meaning the gene responsible for factor VIII
production is located on the X chromosome.

 Males have one X and one Y chromosome, while females have two X
chromosomes.



» Symptoms: The severity of hemophilia A varies depending on the level of
factor VIII activity in the blood. Common symptoms can include:
 Easy bruising and excessive bleeding from minor injuries (cuts, scrapes)

* Bleeding in the joints (especially knees, elbows, and ankles), causing pain,
swelling, and stiffness

 Bleeding after surgery or dental procedures.



* Treatment:

* The treatment involves replacing the missing blood clotting factor so that the blood can
clot properly. This is typically done by injecting treatment products, called clotting
factor concentrates, into a person’s vein.

* The two main types of clotting factor concentrates available are:

* Plasma-derived Factor Concentrates: Derived from human plasma, which is the liquid
component of blood containing various proteins, including clotting factors.

* Recombinant Factor Concentrates: Introduced in 1992, recombinant factor concentrates
are genetically engineered using DNA technology and do not rely on human plasma.



* World Haemophilia-day.is celebrated on 17th April every year, aiming
to increase awareness about hemophilia and other inherited bleeding
disorders.

* The day is celebrated in the honor of Frank Schnabel, founder of the
World Federation of Haemophilia (WHF).



National Ba







* It plays a pivotal role in advancing India's infrastructure sector by
addressing financing gaps through innovative tools like longer tenor
loans, blended finance, and partial credit enhancement.

 The other 4 AlFls in India are:

* National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development
* National Housing Bank (NHB)

* Small Industries Development Bank of India (SIDBI)

e Export-Import Bank of India (EXIM Bank)



World Wildlife Day



* Every year on 3rd of March, the entire world celebrates World
Wildlife Day to spread awareness regarding sustainable
practices for conserving biodiversity.

e History

 The UN General Assembly adopted a resolution in December
2013 and designated March 3 as World Wildlife Day in 2014.

 The Convention on International Trade in Endangered
Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES), was signhed on this
day in 1973.



* CITES Is a global agreement to ensure that international trade
In specimens of wild animals and plants does not threaten their
survival.

* World Wildlife Day 2024

 The WWF Environmental Information and Assessment Center
Program (EIACP PC-RP), operating under the Ministry of
Environment, Forest and Climate Change, marked the day at
the Okhla Bird Sanctuary.



« Theme: “Connecting People and Planet: Exploring Digital Innovation in Wildlife
Conservation”.







* The Tyler Prize for Environmental Achievement is an annual
award established in 1973 by John and Alice Tyler for
scientific work on the environment, energy, and health.

* It is considered one of the world’s most prestigious awards for
these fields and the Tyler Laureates receive a $250,000 cash
prize and a medallion.




* The 2024 Tyler Prize will be awarded to Johan Rockstrom for
his groundbreaking contributions and pioneering work to the
development of the Planetary Boundaries framework.







* Gujarat Is setting up India’s 7°* cheetah conservation
breeding centre in Banni Grasslands Reserve.

* The centre will have open-to-air isolation enclosures and aims
to bring cheetahs to Gujarat early next year.

» The Banni Grasslands Reserve is an arid grassland ecosystem
in the Kutch district of Gujarat.

* [t's one of the largest grasslands in India and the largest in
Asia







 : Bharat Tex 2024, India’s largest textile event, concluded
after four days of showcasing over 100 product
announcements, international Memoranda of
Understanding (MoUSs), investment decisions, and research

collaborations.
















 India and Malaysia conducted the bilateral maritime exercise
Samudra Laksamana from February 28 to March 2, 2024, in
Visakhapatnam. The exercise involves the Indian Naval Ship Kiltan
and the Royal Malaysian Ship KD LekKir.

 Other exercises between India and Malaysia:

« Exercise Harimau Shakti: This is a bilateral military exercise
between the Indian Army and the Malaysian Army, aimed at
enhancing cooperation and interoperability in counter-terrorism and

jungle warfare.
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