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Status of GI Tags Registration: 

Compared to other nations, India lags in GI registration.

Till December 2023, Intellectual Property India received 
just 1,167 applications, of which only 547 products have 
been registered, as per the GI Registry. 

Germany leads in GI registrations, with 15,566 registered 
products, followed by China (7,247), as per 2020 data with 
the World Intellectual Property Organization.



• Globally, wines and spirits comprise 51.8% of registered GIs, followed by agricultural 
products and foodstuffs at 29.9%.

• In India, handicraft (about 45%) and agriculture (about 30%) comprise the majority of 
the GI products.



• Concerns Regarding the GI Tags in India:

• Concerns with GI Act and Registration Process:

• The GI Act, 1999 framed over two decades ago, requires timely 
amendments to address current challenges.

• Registration forms and application processing times need 
simplification for easier compliance.

• The current application acceptance ratio is only about 46% in India.



• Lack of suitable institutional development hampers effective 
implementation of GI protection mechanisms.

• Producers often struggle post-GI registration due to a lack of guidance 
and support.

• Ambiguity in Producers' Definition:

• The lack of clarity in defining "producers" in the GI Act of 1999 leads to 
the involvement of intermediaries.

• Intermediaries benefit from GIs, diluting the intended advantages for 
genuine producers.









































NITI Aayog GROW Report and 
Portal



Recently, the Greening and Restoration of Wasteland with Agroforestry (GROW) report and portal was 
launched by NITI Aayog (National Institution for Transforming India).

What are the Key Highlights of the GROW Report? 

GROW Report 

Objective: The GROW report aims to facilitate restoration projects for achieving national commitments of 
Land Degradation Neutrality and restoring 26 million hectares of degraded land by 2030, as well as 
creating an additional carbon sink of 2.5 to 3 billion tonnes of carbon dioxide equivalent.



• Extent of Wastelands in India:

• The report highlights that India possesses 
approximately 55.76 million hectares of 
wastelands, comprising 16.96% of the total 
geographical area (TGA) of the country.

• These degraded lands have suffered from reduced 
productivity and biodiversity due to various natural 
and human-induced factors. However, the report 
suggests greening and restoring these 
wastelands through agroforestry.

•
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• What is the GROW Portal? 

• The GROW portal is hosted on the Bhuvan platform, ensuring 
universal access to state and district-level data related to agroforestry 
suitability. Through the portal, users can access detailed maps and 
assessments of agroforestry suitability across different regions of 
India.



Belgium Recognises Ecocide as a 
Crime



The Federal Parliament of Belgium has made history by becoming 
the first country in the European Continent to recognise ‘ecocide’ 
as a national as well as an international crime. 

The law targets individuals in positions of decision-making power 
and corporations, aiming to prevent and punish severe 
environmental degradation such as extensive oil spills.





• Consider the following statements: (2019)
The Environment Protection Act, 1986 empowers the 
Government of India to

1.state the requirement of public participation in the process 
of environmental protection, and the procedure and manner 
in which it is sought

2.lay down the standards for emission or discharge of 
environmental pollutants from various sources

• Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

• (a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2



Shri Morarji Desai Birth Anniversary
PIB



The Prime Minister paid tributes to Shri Morarji Desai on his 
birth anniversary. 

Born on 29th February 1896 in Bhadeli village, Gujarat. 

Graduated from Wilson Civil Service in Bombay and served as a 
Deputy Collector for twelve years. 

Morarji Desai was an Indian politician and activist who served as 
the fourth Prime Minister of India from 1977 to 1979. 

The Forty-fourth Amendment of the Constitution of India was 
enacted during his tenure as Prime Minister.



Morarji Desai joined Congress during the Civil Disobedience 
Movement. Imprisoned thrice and actively participated in 
individual Satyagraha and Quit India Movement. 

He became Chief Minister of Bombay in 1952 and also served as 
Minister for Commerce and Industry, then Finance Minister. 

Resigned under the Kamraj Plan and led the Administrative 
Reforms Commission. Became Prime Minister in 1977.





PM-JANMAN



The implementation of PM Janjati Adivasi Nyay Maha Abhiyaan (PM-
JANMAN) has been slowing down due to simultaneous data collection of 
beneficiaries under the scheme.

About the PM-JANMAN

The Union Cabinet approved the scheme in 2023 and the scheme is implemented 
during FY 2023-24 to 2025-26.

The Mission would provide PVTG families and communities (Particularly 
Vulnerable Tribal Groups) essential services.



‘Vikramaditya Vedic Clock’



• The world’s first Vedic clock, the ‘Vikramaditya Vedic Clock,’ 
based on Indian ‘panchang’ calculations, was inaugurated at 
Jantar Mantar in Ujjain, Madhya Pradesh.

• Ujjain is located at the precise point of interaction with the 
zero meridian and the Tropic of Cancer. According to Hindu 
astronomical belief, Ujjain was once considered India’s 
central meridian, determining the country’s time zones and 
time differences.

•



• Jantar Mantar, an astronomical observatory (a UNESCO World 
Heritage site) constructed by Maharaja Jai Singh II, can be found in 
the following cities in India:

1.Delhi

2.Mathura

3.Varanasi

4.Jaipur

5.Ujjain

•



3 new moons discovered around 
Uranus and Neptune



• Three new moons, one around Uranus and two around 
Neptune, have been confirmed by the International 
Astronomical Union.

• Uranus’ moon, S/2023 U1, is about 5 miles across making it 
one of the smallest known moons around any of the eight 
planets in the solar system, and will be named after a 
Shakespeare character,

• Neptune’s moons, S/2002 N5 and S/2021 N1, will be named 
after the Nereids — the daughters of the sea god Nereus from 
Greek mythology.













Thank you 
guys.


