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Courage is contagious.

\\yyﬂgn a brave man takes

a stand, the spines of

others are often
stiffened.

Billy Graham

BruinvCuote
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Kerr takes Ml home
against RCB in
one-sided contest

Kerala Governor
suspends V-C over
death of student

A case for life-saving
modern
contraception
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Chief Justice of Indis D.¥.

Chinese ‘dual-use’ cargo heading to Pak. seized

was inter

Karacl-u bound

Cu at

NEW DELHL

n the latest discovery
of the possible transi-
er of dual sems

merchant vessel CMA CGAM
Arrila. a ed ves-
sel from Shekou Port in
China, and was heading to
Karachi Port with Cosmos

from China that could be
used in Pakistan’s nuclear

on o
flagged that the right to

the part of trial judges to
grant bai » PAGE 4

Indian cuscody. according

ey
gowernment of Tripura, and the
Tipraba indigenous

Regional Alliance (TIPRA]

up 339% of the population. The

agreement cootains the

formation of 2 joint working

commitiee to resolve Ssues of

the indigencus pecpie of the
State. » PAGE S

“Large number of
Palestinians shot
at Gaza aid point”

repo
“a large Aumber™ of gunshat
wounds among Gazans after
i=raeli troops opened fire near
cernt

rrwcsy. 20 nci
which highlighted near-famine
conditions after nearly five
months of war On Sa .
the Health Ministry in the
Mamas-nan ry saed
thousands of peophe i north
Gaza “are >t risk of dying from
defiydration™ » PAGE 33

o
mbnshmem,

si 2 source said. e
vessel reached N -
wva k] Aumbai on

custom:
based on intelligenc
puts on possible prolifera-
tion concerns by P

and China™~ the source
sasd. The equipment could

i port on January 22

d by

I Equipmentin

could be used for Pakistan’s
devel

The consignment has
been inspected by a team

experts from the De-
e i arch And Deve
lopment Organisation, it is
learnt.

Customs watchlist

On the condition of ano-
nymity, Customs cials
confirmed that Cosmos En-
gine had been on
their watchlist since March
2022, when Pakistan was
trying to procure “thermo-

- fr

be used in

SXBical pes Ko Palistan’s
pro-

sasd

was
sMpped on January 9 on a

Port on March 12, 2022, un-
der the policy to p

ing to supply an autoclave

to Pakistan
er of an

under the cov-

drver,

for the shi

was a firm

The
which is already on Indi

illegal

In June 2023, the U.S.
Bureau of Industry
Curity sanctiongd res
Chinese companies — Gen-

ing
Control Kegime (MTCRY,™
the first source stated.

Com-
posite — for their involve-
ment in supplying missile-

The odlave. which  related ftems to Pakistan's
was as an -in- pro-
dustrial dryer-, is notified  gramme. The U5, Statd De-
in the SCOM (Special  partment had said the

»Ma- were as
ariate pment and  part of the global non-pro-

Technologles) Iist and was
found the

n
bottom of the cargo of the

and was headed to Pakis-

ship, as it
Gugarat’s Kandla port.

liferation regime.

China has also been as-
sisting Pakistan the con-
struction of civil nuclear
power plants.

Thrown out of gear

-.a, Btz Gusty winds created havoe in Shahabad area of Jamemu and Kashmir's Anantnag clstrict on Sutirdiey. Several buildings were
amaged and trees uprooted in the storm. Power supply was 3iso affected n many areas. FSSAS A

Cafe and
cooker blasts:
police probing
possible link

BENGALURG
The Bengaluru Gty Police,
Probing the IED plast In

Rameshwaram Cafe in

on Satur. that the
ion had indscated
that the two could be

linked and those

probed the 2022 case had

joined the probe.

The Bengaluru Police
bee:

FuLL REPORT
»PAGE 2

during rutting
that their number will
cross 300 this spring. the
first time in more than
three decades.
cae
*

Rising numbers:
Dachigam Naticnst Pack in Srinagar. FILE PHOTO

“The calls recorded by
the wildlife staff during
the rutting season in
October last vear were

: A pair of Kashmiri hangul spotted 2t the

closed berween
September 25 to October
18 for visitors to allow
unhinde: o~

hangul
witne. a sharp decline.
In 1947, around
rere spetad and dea
fell to 354 by
1968. The hangul

department figures.

plan 1o secure all

. the first time in more than three decades, say experts

suggested there are 19.2
males per 100 females
~which &s much lower
than the ideal ratio™.
Khursheed Ahmad.
head of the Wildlife

3 the

in the north. We are
coming up with a
to ensure that

at a mere 197 in 2004,
the lawess of 153

healthy )
previous years. In fact, the
Dachigam National Park,

home to L was

the groups of 1 move

in 2015 and
steady increase to 261 in
2021, according to Wildlife

safely on the highways in
by

amer r. Nagash said.
The offictal figure

BJP first list has 195
names, PM to fight
again from Varanasi

NEW DELMI

The BJP came out with its
first list of candidates for
the upcoming Lok Sabha

across 16 States and two
Union Territories. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
will contest from Varanasi
in Uttar parlia-

. his
mentary scat for the last
two Lok Sabha elections.

1O incumbent MPs, in-
uding 34 Unjon Minis-
ters. Ministers Rajnath
singh 3. Amit
Shah i 3. and
Smriti Irani (Amethi) have
kept their C
“ontroversial sitting
parliamentari: — like

Malegaon blast case ac-
cused Pragya Singh Thalkur
from Bhopal. a:

Bidhuri from South Delhi
who was of cast-

Sor the third time. =T

for a Lok Sabha seat from
WVidisha. while Biplab Deb,

who were Rajya Sabha MPs
and are now in the fray for
the Lok Sabha are Labour
Minister Bhupendra Yadav,
Tho i s belng fiekded from

. Health

Mindseer Mansukhbhat

ing communal slurs at fel-
low MP Danish All — have
replaced with former
Bhopa! Mayor Alok Shar
ma, and Ram Vir Singh Sid-

from
dar in Gujarar. and Rajeev
Chandrashekhar from
Thiruvanantha;

major cos

Central

hari,

While 107
belong to backward com-
there are 27
candi-
dates, 18 Scheduled Tribe
candi

tee (CEC) on lrebruar} 29,

dates, and 57 from  East
othe: classes  ©
(OBCs). There are 25 wo.
men candidates on the list,

47 candidates
under the age of 50. One
Muslim candidate, Abdul

to the list of 51 candidates
for Umar

The list for Delhi e
maximm

The BIP is likely to hold
a second meeting of the
CEC on March 6. where
States not addressed so far

Salam. has been fielded announced
a few threars from
ma:mhangul aces. Kerala.
“Non-availability of Minister. of Stass Mee- t.ohamese en
water in the near vicinity nakshi Lekhi has been
dropped o her New
1hi seac. Interestingly.
m former Chief Minister
Shivraj

Slngh Chouhan will fight

will be considered.
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IAF finishes black-topping
of landing strip near LAC

NEW D L)

The Indian Air Force's Ad-

o
the Line of Actual Control
€LAC) in eastern Ladakh,
has now been  blacks
ropped (paved runwayh,
while work is going on to
exxend the runway so that
it can ewentually handle
fighter jets, according o
sources.

source said it was very well
located and would prove to

Strategic p

AN 32 el is the firs

— wr\anlr\cra‘hmlnrd

=t the Hyama adsvanced Landing Ground in 2009 FLE Frar

able it to handle all ﬁgl“Er
aircraft
Emventory.
Deferice Minister Raj-
nath singh had laid the
foundation stone for

the
ALG's
cost of development is ap-
Proximately 2200 crore.

be a grear for In-
dia The first landing of a
fixedwing aircraft at the

The LAF also has airfields at
Leh. Thoise and Kargil, as

well as ALGS at Daulet Beg-

Didie and Fukche. Fiowes-
er, the Leh and Thoise air-
fields are located in inte-
rior areas and officials said
that the weather at Myoma

ks much more stable in
comparison o the other
rwo airfields.

Ar the helght of the stan-
d.awaI:h Chinese forces in
the fts

CJI flags ‘srowing reluctance’
of trial judges to grant bail

Worried about the increasi

murmiber of

“ourts and the Supreme

reachi
Court, Chief Justice savs the long-standing pnngpleur-h:ulhemg Ihe rule’ seems to losing ground

PeEW DELIaL

there is a “prowing el
mance” on the part gopie
to grant bail.

High Courts and the su-
preme Court “J'h Long:
stand P le  that
Sl is the rule, it 1 the

erict Conference
held at Kachchh in Gujarat
e Chief Justce”

preme Court record on

grant of bail has rematned

nanish siscdia

“Adjournment culmure”
Chief justice Chandrachud
@

£ DX, Chandrachud with Justices Sabsh Chandra Sharma and
Augustine Gecrge Masih during a recent event. BT

which were never intend-
ed o
have

suspe'nd time within a

prolonging the ago
of Hiigants and perpeviat.
ing the cycle of backlog.”

Hhe Chief Mmblce mxld

are such that a
Farmmer vatved In o pro-
perty dispute may newer

see the outcome in his life-

time. “We should not walt

for our citizens o die for
decided

hon
legal system

Chief Justice Chandra-
chud akso highlighted that

n  now consu(u[e

36.3% of the workd
Strength of the district ud
iciary even as there is
“stagpering” vacancy rates
for the sears reserved for
Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes, which
constitute 6633 of the -
tal unfilled posts.

Registration of periodicals moves online as Union govt. notifies new Act

WEW DELI

The new Press and Regis-
tration of Perl (PEPY
Act, 2023, has come Into

force and the ofd Press and
AcT,

Act ks effective from March
1. The registration of mew:-

e for Inddia (M1 has boan
renamed as the Press Re-
gistrar General of India

of Digital India, the new
Act pr. s for an online
system for facilitating the
registration of newspapers
and other periodicals in
the country. The new sys
tem replaces the existing
manual, cumbersome pro-
cesses involving multiple
rovals at wa
were

on
“In tuné with the ethos

causing ard-
ships to the publishers,” it

sabd. Earlier, Union 188 Wi
Tha

’ can be submited

online.

The Press Sewa portal
less process-

services with

ar

ment gateway,

ers.
in

tion mechanism,” said the

all (he lela[ed o
and a user-friendly inter-
face. The new Act Temoves
books and journals from

w' of registracion
m(essl(a(edby(heuld]xw
odical as

insclud

cation il g
a newspaper which is pu-

blished and printed at reg-
wlar intervals containing

NEW DELI
The Indian mission in Chi-
cago ks ugp on the
fobensic Investigarion Inoo

earlier this week. A state-
ment in this regard came
after Amarnath Chosl
dancer, was found shot to
death in St Louls.

“Deep condolences to
family & friends of de-
ceased Amarnath Ghosh in
Sthouls, Missourl. We are
g up forensic, in-
ion with police

Kerala sees
a slide in
leopard
population

THIR

SANTHAPURARM

Kerala has been witnessing
a considerable decline in

Loss, and retaliatory killing
by humans
Presenting a dismal pc-

error of
76 in 2

‘The Status of Leopards
in Inadia 2022

Graceful steps

Somg and damces Adtistes from Rajasthen perform Malbelia® dance during the four-day Maticnst Cullure Festival under the auspices of the

WUnian Minstry of Culbune in Hyderabad on Saturday. In this dance form, men play ssbrments and wommen dance. ks, Somd

Shah launches umbrella body
for urban cooperative banks

EwW DELL

Union Cooperation Minds-

o,

Amit Shah preserts a certificate to TISE Sabaiari Bank in few Delbs

on Saturday. 8

said. He highlighted a ma-
for role of the organizadon
ts to prepars small banks
for compliance e

~Our goal should
open urban cooperative
banks in every city” he

The Cooperation Minis-

ter said that the orgamisa-
ten  had  a collective
strength of 11,000 branch-
es with 1,500 banks, de

Sits of 25 lakh crore snd
loans totaling €350 lakh
crore. He added that the
UCBs had reduced their net

assets

Latiom, Wayanad, and M-
layattoor regions  expe-
rienced & significant
decrease.

Eravikula National
Park, Konni, Ranni, and

Delhi L-G approves CBI probe
against former Minister Jain

EW DELHL

gation (CBI probwe against

former Delhi Minister and

Aapleader Satyendar lain
an rrion complaing

o S

. offi

alleged thar the former
Delhi Health Minister had
exzorted €10 crore from
him across a number of

L-G had also ordered a
probe bast month.

Lashimg ouat  ar  the

semior AAP leader

Satyen
Jain is lodged in a Delhi jail
in connection with a mo-
ney laundering case

GI tags bring back women artisans
to whirring charkhas in Kashmir

Peereada sshiag
SRINAGAR

Aot hnuses in .srhlagars

Pawa Ka res used to b
abuzz mch whirring noise
g from charkhas
and spnldlag Introduction
chines bypass
Randarien processes for

men ar s
continue. However, the
mowe hand-made

Deft hamds: A woman
Seinagar. SPECAL ARRAMGEHERT

third

Geographical

ing women artisans back to

on
Kadal 0 privipil ey

artisan and quit pashmina

weaves & colourful pashemin shaed o

ished in the past three de-
cades dus to the introduc,
tion of

clan,” Ms_ Jan said_

The G labels, howewer,

o shift my d.auglmer Fr
this age-old Family profes-
ston to become

of
are used fo make carpers.
technigues are



Gl tags bring back women artisans
to whirring charkhas in Kashmir

Peerzada Ashiq
SRINAGAR

Most houses in Srinagar’s
Nawa Kadal area used to be
abuzz with whirring noise
emanating from charkhas
and spindles. Introduction
of machines to bypass
hand-driven processes for
manufacturing shawls and
carpets muted these hous-
es, with hundreds of wo-
men artisans forced to dis-
continue. However, the
move to tag hand-made
shawls and carpets with
Geographical Indications
(GI) labels is finally bring-
ing women artisans back to
charkhas and spindles.
Nazima Jan from Nawa
Kadal in the old city was a

Srinagar. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

third-generation pashmina
artisan and quit pashmina
spinning 10 years ago.
“The hand-driven process-
es like dehairing, spinning,
and weaving almost van-

ished in the past three de-
cades due to the introduc-
tion of machines. I decided
to shift my daughter from
this age-old family profes-
sion to become a beauti-

cian,” Ms. Jan said.

The GI labels, however,
are fast transforming the
art scene in Kashmir. “GI
tagging has been crucial
for preserving and reviving
traditional methods used
in making shawls and car-
pets. It emphasizes auth-
entic hand-spun yarn. It sa-
feguards traditional hand
processes associated with
these crafts, preserving
their cultural significance
and authenticity,” Mah-
mood Shah, Director, Han-
dloom and Handicrafts,
Kashmir, told The Hindu.

While shawls are made
of pashmina, wool and silk
are used to make carpets.
Intricate techniques are
used.



Odishas famed Rupa
Tarakasi, Banglar
Muslin earn GI tag

Sangeetha Kandavel
CHENNAI

The famous Cuttack Rupa
Tarakasi (silver filigree) has
been given the Geographi-
cal Indication (GI) tag by
the Geographical Indica-
tions Registry in Chennai.
The application for this
was filed by the Odisha
State Cooperative Handi-
crafts Corporation Limited
and was facilitated by the
Department of Textile and
Handicrafts, Government
of Odisha. Filigree has
been traditionally associat-
ed with fine craftsmanship
and luxurious design in
classical jewellery.

The historical records

pieces of evidence that
mention the exchange of
jewellery and gems bet-
ween Kalinga and Indone-
sia,” the record noted.

The other products to
join the GI league are Ban-
glar Muslin, one of the
popular traditional han-
dloom crafts of Bengal; Na-
rasapur crochet lace pro-
ducts; and Kutch rogan
craft.

Ratlam Riyawan Lahsun
(Garlic), a variety named
after Riyawan village in
Ratlam district of Madhya
Pradesh, also bagged the
GI tag along with the Am-
baji White Marble, which is
formed when limestone is
re-crystallised under the

and was facilitated by the
Department of Textile and
Handicrafts, Government
of Odisha. Filigree has
been traditionally associat-
ed with fine craftsmanship
and luxurious design in
classical jewellery.

The historical records
attached along with the GI
filing mention: “Archaeo-
logical evidence suggests
that filigree was incorpo-
rated into jewellery as ear-
ly as 3,500 BCE in Mesopo-
tamia where it is practised
even today as Telkari work.
According to historians,
there is every possibility
that the Tarakasi work
reached Cuttack from Per-
sia through Indonesia
some 500 years ago by sea
trade. The argument is
based on similar workman-
ship seen in both Cuttack
and Indonesia.”

“There are multiple

Ratlam Riyawan Lahsun
(Garlic), a variety named
after Riyawan village in
Ratlam district of Madhya
Pradesh, also bagged the
GI tag along with the Am-
baji White Marble, which is
formed when limestone is
re-crystallised under the
earth’s crust due to intense
pressure and heat. Tripura
Risa Textile, Hyderabad
Lac Bangles, Majuli Mask
of Assam and the Assam
Majuli Manuscript Painting
are other products that got
GI tag.

The Majuli Mask of As-
sam is made in different va-
rieties and sizes as they are
mainly divided into diffe-
rent categories — Mukha
bhaona covers the face;
the Lotokoi hanging mask,
which is bigger in size, ex-
tends to the chest; while
Cho Mukha (huge mask)
covers the head and body.
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Geographical Indication tags

Blue Pottery of Jaipur

Rajasthan Kani Shawl
Jammu & Kashmir

Chanderi fabric
Madhua Pradesh

Kutch Embroidery . : . =1
Gujarat S e by Bl ’  Madhubani Paintings

Bihar

Solapur Chaddar

Maharashtra ' -
et Nakshi Kantha

West Bengal

Muysore Silk
Karnataka
Orlissa lkat

Orissa

Aranmula Kannadi Kancheepuram Silk Salem Fabric Pochampalli Ikat Bastar Dhokra
Kerala Tamil Nadu Tamil Nadu Andhra Pradesh Chhattisgarh

& :‘ . 1
Infographic by Cafdjoswrw':;’ www.caleidoscope.in




Banarsi Saree »
Uttar Pradesh

<Blue Pottery

Rajasthan

Chanderi Fabric -
Madhya Pradesh

( Kutch Embroidery ox
Gujarat \ \

g Solapur Chaddar e—_

Mabarasitrs

( Mysore Silk
Karnataka

Aranmula Kannadi «
Kerala

(Kancheepuram Silk e————
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Kani Shawl
Jammu & Kashmu

Kullu Shawl

Himachal Pradesh

Madhubani Paintings
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g’ Muga Silk

Assam
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Nakshi Kantha
West Bengal

Orissa lkat
Orissa

Bastar Dhokra
Chantisgarh

Pochampalli lkat
Andhra Pradesh
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GEOGRAPHICAL INDICATIONS - INDIA

Gl tags give trademarks to different states for indigenous or unique goods that they produce

State

Karnataka

Uttar Pradesh

" Odisha

West Bengal

“ Gujarat

Rajasthan

‘ Himachal Pradesh

o No.ofGltags o
Until April 2017
39
23

15

14

13

13

Examples

Mysore Silk, Mysore Sandal Soap,
Coorg Green Cardamom

Patan Patola, Lucknow
Zardozi, Firozabad Glass

Ikat, Konark Stone Carving,
Pattachitra

Darjeeling Tea, Nakshi Kantha,
Baluchari Saree

Agates of Cambay, Kutch
Embroidery, Gir Kesar Mango

Kathputlis of Rajasthan, Blue
Pottery of Jaipur, Makrana Marble

Kullu Shawl, Kangra Tea, Chamba
Rumal



Status of Gl Tags Registration:

Compared to other nations, India lags in Gl registration.

Till December 2023, Intellectual Property India received
just 1,167 applications, of which only 547 products have
been registered, as per the Gl Registry.

Germany leads in Gl registrations, with 15,566 registered
products, followed by China (7,247), as per 2020 data with
the World Intellectual Property Organization.




* Globally, wines and spirits comprise 51.8% of registered Gls, followed by agricultural
products and foodstuffs at 29.9%.

* In India, handicraft (about 45%) and agriculture (about 30%) comprise the majority of
the Gl products.



* Concerns Regarding the Gl Tags in India:

* Concerns with Gl Act and Registration Process:

* The Gl Act, 1999 framed over two decades ago, requires timely
amendments to address current challenges.

* Registration forms and application processing times need
simplification for easier compliance.

* The current application acceptance ratio is only about 46% in India.



* Lack of suitable institutional development hampers effective
implementation of Gl protection mechanisms.

* Producers often struggle post-Gl registration due to a lack of guidance
and support.

* Ambiguity in Producers' Definition:
* The lack of clarity in defining "producers” in the Gl Act of 1999 |leads to
the involvement of intermediaries.
* Intermediaries benefit from Gls, diluting the intended advantages for
genuine producers.



Gl Tag Products of 2024

e |tis an embroidered shawl on an off-white coarse cloth with red, yellow and green
Kapdaganda shawl colored threads by women of the Dongria Kondh tribe

. It is a painting art that belongs to the Lanjia Saura community, paintings are in the
Lanjia Saura Painting form of exterior murals

Koraput Kala Jeera . It is a black-colored rice variety, famous for its aroma, taste, texture and nutritional

Rice value.
e |tis a chutney made with red weaver ants by the tribals in Odisha’s Mayurbhanj
Similipal Kai chutney district. Chutney is a good source of protein, calcium, zinc etc.

Nayagarh Kanteimundi e They are known for the prickly thorns on the stems and whole plant. The green

and round fruits contain more seeds as compared to other genotypes.

Brinjal
 |tis a natural sweetener extracted from date palm trees and has its origin in the
. It is a sweet made from buffalo milk cheese, with a distinct appearance, taste,
Dhenkanal Magji flavor, shape, and size.

1 *_ a2 _ £ /Al ™_ ' AAANA



 18+4PAGES.27.00
{13 BHAR & RARLR T 12 SINAGAR)

DAlLY FROM:

S I i m h i d & oBadi Todfod -+ Deewaar Ko Leakage Se Bachayen

Swachata Badhao,Tandrusti Badhe
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Now
Playing

yIg
Will the Berlinale showing

spell good tidings for Indias
independent Almmakers?

FOUR-PAGE PULL

PUNJAB'S EDUCATION

‘LOW-KEY, LOW-RISK' OUTREACH

With new envoy and
National Day function,
Pakistan reaches out

SHUBHAJITROY
NEW HUMARCH 2

ASTHE new civil

CERALA GOVERNOR
SUSPENDS V-C OVER
STUDENT DEATH = 0

of Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz { PML-N) and Pakistan
Peoples Party (PPP). hacked by
the Pakistan Army, takes shape,
Imowves are afoot 18 Istamabad to
Start 3 “low-key and low-risk™
eng, with New Delhi,

SHARAD. ANT PAWAR
SHARE STAGE =

The Indian Express has leam.
The two sides have pot had
ONTINUED ON PAGE 2

ENDIA will wais until
rid-May for the LS polis
o end This gives it space
0 assess the Sharif-

shape the next steps.

Spanish vliogger gangraped in
JTharkhand’s Dumka, 4 arrested

\BHISHEK ANGAD
PANCHL MARCH 2

\ 25-YEAR-OLD Spanish travel
dogger was allegedly gangraped
n Jharkhand’s Dumka on Friday
tghe after she and her partner
topped in the area for the night

while on a biking trip. Four sus-
pects have been arrested in con-
necion with the case.
The woenan, who has amoast
2 lakh followers on Instagram
where she pasts snippets fram
her travels, said in a video mes-
in Spanish: “We are in the
hospital, and something hap-

wanth

wes"™
~awral

pened to us that we wouldn't
wish on anyone. Seven men
raped me. and they have beaten
15 and robbed us, although not
many things (were taken) be-
cause what they wanted was 1o
rape me. We are in the haspital
with the police. it happened

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

CHOUHAN TOCONTEST,. PRAGYA NOTINLIST

BJP first list for LS polis
names 195, PM Maodi to
fight from Varanasi again

RS MPs Bhupender
Yadav, Mansukh
Mandaviya, Rajeev
Chandrasekhar

to contest for LS

MATHEW
NEW DELHI MARCH 2
WITH NO CHANGES in con-
stituencies of top leaders. the
Bharatiya Janata Party Saturday

again from Varanasi Home
Minister Amit Shah from
Gandhinagar, Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh from
Lucknow.

The first listof 195 candsd.

PM Narendra Modi
Bihar CM Nitish Kumar in
Aurangabad on Saturday. £11

its sitting Lok Sabha MPs from
the five announced. Le_ Manoj
Tiwasi. from noctheast Dells, and
replaced  Union  Minister

co! AGE 2

released by the party. howew
made some drastic char
Delhi, it has fielded onty ane of

Mix of old, new;
social justice is

Centre signs pact with
Tripura govt, Tipra
Motha for tribal rights

DESRAJDES
AGARTALA MARCH 2

AMEAD OF the Lok Sabha elec-

ment and The

wilasty ko as Tipea Motha foe 3
bl e

the big mes ze

=
VIKAS PATHAK
NEW DELHI, MARCH2

CONTINUITY AS well as change.

‘
firss st of 195 candidates for the
Lok Sabha elections signals.

= _  striking a balance
|_=. E.
de—aed

between the old
caste and gender lires.
If Union Minister Rajnath
Singh. the party’s only pre-2009
national leader who is still

MORE REPORTS r &

o the natzonal stage.
2

solution 1o ~all ssues™ related to

€0 amicably resolve all issues of
ONT

‘STEP TOWARDS
REALISATION OF
ASPIRATIONS"
Pranvor L

DAY AFTER 9 INJURED IN BENGALURU CAFE

Blast probe tracks CCTV
footage of suspect’s route

JOHNSONT A
BENGALURU MARCH 2

A DAY after the blast at the

S

WHILE BEING

INSURED

/ DHAN =
rlddhl

UIN: SIZN362VO2 | Plan No.: 869

A Non-Linked. Non-Participating. iIndividual,

Savings, Life Insurance Plan

CCTV cameras located inthe path
that the suspect took — 10 arrive
2t the cafe and toleave hurriedsy
— to pick up leads oa his identity.
Nire people were injured in
the blasz.
Amanwearingacap, glasses
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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CM Bhagwant Singh Mann Leads Launch
of 'Mission Samarth' for Punjab Schools

PUNJAB launched ‘Mission
Samarth’ in government schools.
Under the dynamic leadership of
CM Bhagwant Singh Mann,
‘Mission Samarth’ aimed to
strengthen foundational literacy and
numeracy skills of children from
classes 3 to 8 The Punjab
Government geared up to enhance
the learning enhancement program,
‘Mission Samarth’, iIn government
schools.

Under Mission Samarth, teach-
ers 1dentified ‘weak’ children
through baseline tests and catego-
rized them into two groups— Level
1 and Level 2. Special classes and
study materials were provided to
bring them up to the required learn-
g levels according to their age and
grade. The project focused on

English, Mathematics, and Punjabi.
“It was not the first time that
such baseline tests were conducted
and weak students were given spe-
cial focus. A similar exercise was un-
dertaken earlier under the Parho
Punjab, Parhao Punjab'project dur-
ing the previous government.
However, this time, the entire exer-
ase was furtherrefined toensureno
student was left behind. Special
learning materials were provided to
teachers to help them focus on stu-
dents who needed extra coaching.”
Teachers from primary and up-
per-primary sections had already
been tramned on how to conduct base-
hine tests under Mission Samarth,
and the project waslaunched. It was
a two-month project, and students
received extra coaching until

December and were tested again.
“Several studies and surveys, in-
cluding ASER and NAS, suggested
that a large number of children in
Punjab still could not read basic text
nor do simple calculations. The aim
was to identify such children and
provide them support and a con-
ducive learning environment to
bring them up to the required learn-
ing levels. Teams from the State
Council of Educational Research
and Traiing (SCERT) prepared
special learning materials, which
would soon reach schools. The proj-
ect was the brainchild of Punjab
Education Minister Harjot Singh
Bains and was inspired by CM
Bhagwant Singh Mann's vision of
Transforming Education in the

Punjab State.




INTERNATIONAL DAYS CELEBRATING WOMEN

International Women’s Day
is a global holiday
celebrated annually on
March 8 as a focal point in
the women’s rights
movement. It gives focus to
issues such as gender
equality, reproductive
rights, and violence and
abuse against women.
Spurred on by the universal
female suffrage movement,
Women’s Day originated
from labour movements in
North America and Europe
during the early 20th
century. However, March 8
is not the only day which is
focused on women or
women’s issues.

Here are some of the other
such days...

International Day of the

Girl Child

On December 19,2011, the United
Nations General Assembly declared
October 11 as the International Day of
the Girl Child, to recognise girls'rights
and the unique challenges girls face
around the world. The dayalso focuses
attention on the need to promote girls'
empowermentand the fulfilment of
theirhuman rights.It helps raise
awareness not only of the issues that
girls face,but also of what is likely to
happen when those problems are solved.
For example, educating girls helps
reduce the rate of child marriage, disease
and helps strengthen the economy by
helping girls have access to higher

payingjobs.
International Girls in
ICT Day

The International Girls in ICT Day is
celebrated on the fourth Thursdayin

April to create awareness on the need for
more girlsand women in the
information and communications
technology (ICT) sector.It was
established 12 yearsago by the
International Telecommunication
Union (ITU) and since then, it has

been celebrated everyyear with events,
training, mentoring and

networking opportunities for girlsand
young women.

Roses Revolution Day

Roses Revolution,an international
movement against obstetric violence
founded in Spainin 2011, gave the day
anadditional designation as the Roses
Revolution Day. Affected women place
roses in front of hospitals and delivery
rooms to protest against violence they
have experienced during childbirth,
including messages to physicians and
midwives.Roses Revolution is

financialexp.epapkin

supported by the German National
Committee of UN Women.

International Day of Zero
Tolerance for Female
Genital Mutilation

The dayis a United Nations-sponsored
annual awareness day that takes place
on February 6 as part of the UN's efforts
to eradicate female genital mutilation. It
was first introduced in 2003.1t provides
an opportunity to forge stronger ties and
take concerted action to reinforce our
commitments to eliminate this harmful
practice which continues toimpact the
lives of millions of women and girls.In
2024, nearly 4.4 million girls — ormore
than 12,000 each day — are at risk of
genital mutilation around the world.
Despite tremendous progress made over
theyears, female genital mutilation
continues to remain a serious challenge
in many countries.

International Day for the
Elimination of Violence
against Women

The United Nations General Assembly
has designated November 25 as the
International Day for the Elimination of
Violence Against Women.The premise of
the dayis to raise awareness around the
world that women are subjected torape,
domesticviolence and other forms of
violence; furthermore, one of the aims of
the dayis to highlight that the scaleand
true nature of the issue is often hidden.

The date was selected to honour the
Mirabal sisters, three political activists
from the Dominican Republicwho

were brutally murdered in 1960 by order
of the country's ruler, Rafael Trujillo
(1930-1961).

International Day of
Women & Girls in Science

The International Day of Women and
Girlsin Science isan annual observance
adopted by the United Nations General
Assemblyto promote the fulland equal
accessand participation of women in
Science, Technology, Engineering and
Mathematics (STEM) fields.It is
celebrated on February 11 everyyear.A
themeis selected annually to highlighta
particularfocus and area of discussion
around a focus point for gender equality
inscience.The dayis implemented
annually by Unesco in collaboration with
UNWomen. Both the organisations work
with national governments,

New Delhi

intergovernmental organisations, civil
society partners, universities and
corporations in order to achieve the
shared goal of promoting the role of
women and girlsin scientific fields and
celebrate those already successful in the
field.

International Day of

Rural Women

International Day of Rural Women is
celebrated on October 15 everyyear.The
dayis dedicated to the millions of women
who live in remote, rural areas.Itis to
celebrate and highlight their
achievements and contributions towards
rural development and agriculture.The
day focuses on gender equality and
women empowerment in rural areas.
These women include mothers,
daughters,and grandmothers in rural
areas who contribute by producing food
and building agricultural and rural
development worldwide.It reminds us
that theworld cannot become
progressive if rural society is ignored.

T
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HINTS AT POLITICAL ENTRY

Calcutta HC judge
announces resignation

MNEWS » PAGE 4
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Shehbaz
Sharif
becomes

Pakistan PM

=
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STEPPING UP PROTEST
Farmer leaders call
for march to Delhi
NEWS » PAGE &

MEED OF THE HOUR

A women’s urban

empl

oyment
Suaranitee act
It can be an engine for
economic growth

OPINION » PAGE 5

PRESIDENTIAL MOMINATION

Trump wins party
vote in 3 U.S. States
WORLD » PAGE 12

INSIDE

~NEW DELEI
The idea of sotting up =

funding needs are
being met » PAGE 3.

BJP’'s Asansol
candidate opts
out of LS polls

KoLKATA
A day aftur the 8IS snncunced

Ministers discuss

Ministers, at their last meeting, brainstorm
the vision document for “Viksit Bharat 2047

NEW DELHI

Seuing v aena B

cil also brainstormed the

meeting,
Prime Minister reportedly
told his colleagues: ~Go
and win. We will meet
again soon ™
According to sources in
sovernmens, the Coun-

s, civil

ganisa-
th

of the youth for sesking

their ideas,
and
2,

mc Defeoncs dinkster Rajrath Singts
S the mecting of the Union Councl of Mintsters on Surday.

blue-

youth were =
e sa
said the

hasa
print with clearly articulac-
ed national vision, aspira-
tons, goals, and action

poines. “its goals inchude
areas

ing, ease of
in

op the mpurs, prepare 2
plan of ac for the first
100 days of the new go-
vernment, to be taken up
at the last Union Council of

ing
touches to the draft plan of
action
As part of the exercise.
on December 11, 2023, the
Prime. Minister aunchod
an outreach programme to

seek inputs from youth on
wvision

their for India in
2047. During the pro-
gramme, Mr. Modi said

tion, history provided a pe-
en nation could
m. exponential strides

“One alm”
“Today, every institution
and  every  individual
should move with a resolu-
tion that every effort and
act will be for Viksit Bha-
rax The aim of
your  resclutions
Should be only one — deve.

100-day agenda for new govt.

The Prime Minister began an outreach to seek
input from youth on ‘2047’ in December 2023

The goals for 2047 include growth, sustainable
development, and ease of doing business

loped India. We have 25
‘Amrit Kaal' in

dia was gol be the
leader In terms of the
for

From the ramparts of
the Red Fort on Angust 15,
2022, which marked 75
years of the country~s Inde-
Ppendence, ar Modi
“Panch Prarn
ves)™ for citizens,

the pledge

nation by 2047.

Paman Si
frorn aarol in West Bergal,
the Bhojpuri actor and snger
on Sunday withdrew from
contesting the Lok Sabha
elections.» PAGE S

accounts
ED watchlist

NEW DELIE
The Enforcement Directorate
has sxamined nearly 150 bank
2ccounts Enked to an

probing the money laundering
case based on a FiR registered
by Mumbai Police. » PAGE &

Hamas, Qatari,
U.S. envoys push
for Gaza ceasefire

GaAZA STRIP

re h for 3 Gaza
ceasefire, but differences
re as Fighting raged on

Fire con trol

Canmramen Sathing o iy keavad tagen ko tha

practice.

areas in the outsikirts of Guwahati on Sunday and will continue il the end of April
burming is carried cut in fire-prone forest areas across the country. S1TU RAs

Seizure of cargo by India is
unjustified, says Pakistan

ndedness”

The Hindu du reported on
Sarurday two ad-

MA CG
—

B i B
-

A container of dual-use items.
that was seized by the Customs
in Mumibei.

e e
nufactured by GKD, Italy
and bound for Karachi Port
from Shekou Port in Chi-
nawere seized by Customs

Port

trade underscores the dan-
ge=al Mrliaseaiy; dnsid arbit.

ssumption of polic-
Ing roles by states with

on January 23.
The spokesperson for
Pakistans Blnisiry of Fo-
reign atrs, in a state-
ment late on Saturday. said
“disruption of

e

*

“This is a simple case of
commercial

Pakistan._. The transaction

was ing  conducted
through transparent bank-
ing channels with all the
relevant on.”

the spokesperson said. ad-
ding that relevant private
entities were pursuing the
matter against “this unjus-
cified seizure~.

“Growing Impunity”

Terming reports on this as
reflective of Indtan medsa’s
~habitual misrepresenta-
tion of facts~,

punity of certain states in
e

violar] international
norms and taking arbitrary
measures in fin-
ternational

The conslgnment was
shipped on January 9 on a
vessel CMA CGM

the automobile Industry in

Arrila.

MILAS were upset
over action against
mining mafia: Sukhu

Sandeep Phukan
¥ikas Vasudewa
NEW DELHI/CHANDIGARH

Some MLAs were upset

with the government over
the crackdown on “mining
and stone crushing” mafa
in the State, Himachal Pra-
SemE CHEes Pt SOkt
v Sukhu  sal

Sunday.

everyone Is committed to
the Congress ideclogy.
people, who
have vested interest

be troubled with the crack.
down on by my

“Some

an nter-
view with The Hindu, Mr.
Sukhbu said the

embarrassing
loss for the par-

Mll con-
tinue my Seoties e sk
- =

Four terror suspects
under scanner for
Bengaluru cafe blast

BENGALURU
The Bengaluru City Police

are probing the networks
of at least four terror sus-

by his code name “Colo-

The
& where the blast took place.

es
sembling of the explosine,
the detonator. the timer,
ism used

The fourth -

rested now.

However, the State pol-
ice named Abdul Mateen
Taha and Musabir Hussain,
also hailing from Shiva-
mogga district, as suspects
in the Mangaluru cooker

¥
d, who belonged to
another alleged terror mo-
dule thar the city police
busted in July 2023, b
o Dubai in 2021 and
75 % large. The police
had arrested Junaid's asso-
clates and recovered facto-

made grenades, coun-
try-made pistols and
walkie-talkies ¢ o
work as detonators, alleg-
edly suppli ©

he said the party is pre-
paring for the Lok Sabha
elec

pro-terror graffiti in Man-
galum in 2020, along with

Arafath Ali,
Vasin and bMaas Muneer-
All three have been ar-

m. as put er
by Mehboob Pasha of Ben-
galuru and Khaja Moideen
of Cuddalore, Tamil Nadu
and the NIA charge sheet
alleges that they wanted to

Takh for Informmation on
“Taha.

Police suspect that the
duo. who escaped arrest in
the Al Hind module case,

wvealed that the accused
were also in touch with a

He is said
o be the ~handler~ of the
module.

Claims responsibility
Following the Mangaluru
cooker blast case. police

accidental blast, an un-
known group that called it-
“iIslamic Resistance
Council” claimed r nsi-

and are now w©
be based in the Gulf or
Middle East. groomed the

four youths  from their
home district, helped and
funded th pushing
them to carry out terror

acts. Investigation into the
Mangaluru: case also re-
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A women’s urban employment guarantee act

educing gender gaps
increasing

re E
that increasing women's

employment rates can be an
engine for economic growth.

Unmet demand
Despite functioning at a fraction of

its intended capacity, the
Mahatma Gandhi Natiomnsal Rural
E e G Act

women's employment rate in
urban areas at Z2.9% in the last

measure of how many would kke
employment (irrespective of
r they are actuvely seeking

rates amo
wastage of nuch potent]
To address overall urban

teaches i Azim
Fremji Univessity,
sangalore

LibTech india

Wimws expressed are
persomsl The authors
Rhank Akshit Arara for

Motwithstancling
ethical and
comstitutional
imperatives,

employment
rates can be an
engine for
ecomonmic

participarion rate for women.
Building on these and other ideas
such as the Decensralised Urban
and Training S
By Fonm Dorde, we Propors &
national Wemen's Urban

for women can neatly dovetail
with the larger rnandate of
apprenticeships of making women
more job-ready. Additionally,

A ey
ar beast o St tars T

decentralisarion worksite
] essential worksite
Facilities il re

monitoring of the programme.
woubd

join part time or full time and
improve their job readiness.

women-led nitdatives

‘of apprentice intake in [ndia,
apprenticeships embedded within
an urban employment guarantes

1018 crore. IF we add those who
are self-employed and in casual
- we get abeut ILGS crore. in

labour.
reality, to withy, perhaps
50% of them are likely to be

a
administrative costs to this is likehy
to make it ar. ch 2

scheme has to

as insurance o assurance
of income., especially for women.

Not the right cure for urban maladies

Tee unification of wrban local bodies mav not b

e

he Government of Te-

langana has been ex-

ploring the possibility
[ ﬂ-e

of ex) purview of
the Greater ) M-
cipal Corporation (GHME) by
me; together peripheral

are to be un the
GHMC 10 civic
s the lines of the

into the Municipal Corpors-
ton of Delhi Daro years ago.
Chief Minister A. Revanth

nance because e
distribution of funds and the
parchy development ai
urban

local bodies  (ULBs)
arcund State capial

Bt is true that a fe a-
tions such as

Facibties in these COrporaTsons
are poor.
The

prosperity — or lack

Telangana

Citizens

bodies reaching retirerment age. A

struggle with traffic problems.
issues hawe

Ca walue of the property. | ing of loc es. In the case

Within the GHMC, however, | of the GHMC or any other ULB

the earlier formula based in a, there has akhways
beena

with a few © regarding The GHMC council Is vet to

ULBs

poised
1o subsume sil the peripheral
Erom

never been in a worse sllua—
thon. After elections to the le-
Eislative Assembly ar the end

municipalites wich tugh
er property prices are paying
tax compared to

TYIVIS

n size.

road infrastructure such as
o ers underpasses, diffsculr o belleve
have not broughts much relie

o the citzens who contimie to | commaon citi

that th

form statutory warnd commit-

Againat this backarop. it ks
e un-
ification of ULBs will help the

A majority of Indians support authoritarianisim: Pew survey

[ BATA DO |

n India, 85% of n
ol ey it

that repr

survey was c
ssungly, & wery hlgh share of In-
anted experts to rule

ar)d not Se(llﬂﬁﬂfl
These were some of the conchs-
sions of the Pew Research Center's

armomg
astern Stares

i, remimn, ang uehanig

hese models compemed o i
from Europe and Morth America_
he share of parri-

population belseved in the impor-
tance of & Opposition par-
ties to_oper: withowt restric-

thi
considered the freedom of
thon parties crucial. Concurrently,
Indians exhibited high levels of
support for authoritarian gower-
nance, as

H

[N
Conads 4
L o

Peand o

Iaby

the zz countries with comparable Groece
data from 2017 texcluding Austra- Speind
lia and S, there was a signif-
icant redisction in the share of ihe Frames o
lation that vi Hungary 4 s

Matharanas o
Germany
to 44% of Indians be Svaccion 4
presentative democracy was a ve-
in 2017, while

The survey asked about prefe
rences for two types of aurhorar-
ian governance: one led by a po-
werful e
without the need approval
from legislutive or judicial bocics
aushori leader) and another
Eovarned by The military (mElary

Eovernance)._ o sugsport for ar
least one of these governan

such support was

America expressed support for
cn

Just 369 held this view in 2023
1t aown i e
a comnsider able |n-

P
of raking crucial decisions. This

shift in opinion towards technoc-
racy may be partly auributed to
the COVID-9 pandemic. This
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51 % wiho said thn fmedanm of
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FIFTY YEARS AGO MARCH 4, 1974

Scope for more exports to
Australia

Mew Delhi, March 3: Considerable emphasis was

From February 27 to March 1.

A press communique issued here ro-day of

the conclusion of the ralks sakd it was agreed

that effores would be made to increase the level

of trade and economic exchanges berwesn the
rie

revealed close identiny of views held
imternational

on

ansestions shared by the two
Eovern
The Indian delegation was led by the Forcign
Secretary, Mr. Kewal smyL the Australian

ments.

Forelen Affairs, Mr. A1 iy
The maintenance of
peace was

at the talks. The

discussed
delegations welcomed the recognition of

sh by Pakistan.

The urgent need to improve the incerm
was

‘Dcean as a zone of

measures recently adopted by the Australian
poss| nEing

ibility of srra

Government.
Lar oms on b

FegL

matters m-aofmludmg (rade agreements was

exarnined.

A MUMDRED YEARS AGD MARCH 4, 1834

The Caliphate abolished

tantinople, March 2: The police have beemn

Cansi
imstructed from

2017

z007

®
country, preferably to Egypt.
greathy disturbed on

prostrate. £ and the
h.

Harem
account of the impending
events. It is reported that the Caliph's principal
i itk incipal

Erie pri
as refised to take food for three days.

—+




Chart 1 | % who believed that
governance by a strong leader or
military rule would be beneficial

High-income M Middle-income
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Chart 2 | % who support authoritarian rule against % who said that freedom of

opposition parties is not important

100%

In nations where
fewer individuals
regarded democratic

® India

5 values as crucial,
g there was a greater ® )
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Chart 3 | % population that viewed
representative democracy as a highly
effective method of governance
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Chart 4| % who said that experts, rather
than elected leaders, in charge of making
crucial decisions is good = /bad ===
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TOP-10 AUTOCRATIZING COUNTRIES, 2010-2020
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Poland
Hungary
Turkey
Brazil
Serbia
Benin
India
Mauritius
Bolivia
Thailand

CHANGE
-0.34
-0.32
-0.29
-0.28
-0.27
-0.26
-0.23
-0.23
-0.18
-0.17

LDI 2010
0.83
0.68
0.40
0.79
0.51
0.55
0.57
0.73
0.41
0.34

LDI2020
0.49
0.37
0.1
0.51
0.24
0.29
0.34
0.50

0.231
0.17

REGIME TYPE 2010
Liberal Democracy
Electoral Democracy
Electoral Democracy
Electoral Democracy
Electoral Democracy
Electoral Democracy
Electoral Democracy
Liberal Democracy
Electoral Democracy
Electoral Autocracy

REGIME TYPE 2020
Electoral Democracy
Electoral Autocracy
Electoral Autocracy
Electoral Democracy

Electoral Autocracy

Electoral Autocracy
Electoral Autocracy
Electoral Democracy
Electoral Autocracy

Closed Autocracy
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Comparison Democracy Autocracy
Element

Meaning of From Greek - Demos means From Greek - Auto means "self” and Kratos

Term "people” and Kratos means "power” | means “"power” or "authority”,
or "authority”.

Government | The power and strength of the One person or group holds all the power,
government are given to it by the | without the participation, or sometimes even
people. the consent, of the people.

Freedoms & | Identified in country's = Determined by person or group in power

Rights constitution and created by laws. | = Often severely restrictive to suppress

opponents,

= Vary based on religion, sex, status etc.

* Books, magazines censored by government

* Ability to express one's point of view, to
assemble etc. often limited.
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Alang makes M I cover: OOt S
-
more space for wvia promotions 18} and fests
dying ships >
i so, retailers are turming more proactive
in appr and in customers: to drive footfalls. mall developer\ and retailers are colkbor:llng to come up with unique experiences
Janaki Krishnan plexes across its malls. getting not just the look
Consumption growth has and feel of the produce, but
ecently, I was sur- lagged rental growth at  also how it will give a diffe-
Rp nigota malls. But entertainment  rent kind of experience to
call from my local and experiences have be-
supermarkes come a big part of the con-
were running a discount sumption basket in malls.
and as a val cus- 65% of -
tomer to sure not to tion under 35 vears of age
miss ic. In all the 1 and about half of the popu-
More on the deck: The acditicnat plots can double the have been doing my week- lation under 25, “you will  to a new level with prints
-recycling capacity of Alang to S million LDT. THE Hmo ly shopping here, newver see there will be more con-  featuring superheroes, car-
had they called me to an- smmpdon anthe expe-. toons and comica sod cha-
Avinash Nair nounce their offers. rience side” says Anan racters from Netflix shows
As consumer preferenc- i it —n. “Stranger Things'-
Almost four decades after the Alang es are shifting from buying Consumer, Products and Last year Infiniti Mall
ship-breaking yard was set up on the Gulf of products to buying servic- Retail Sector Leader, De-  unveiled ‘Lock the Box", a
X coast in Gu t. the State and more experience- loitte India. “Gen Z and  book fest where customers
&s preparing a master plan o eqguip the country’s based shopping. retatlers n't save as  can take as ks as
biggess ship-recycling yard to take up more work. are becoming more proac- much, and they go in fo they like that can fit into a
“Currently there are 153 plots at Alang where tive in approaching and  Mew paradigm: Food, dining out. 204 expersences are driving ption. REUTERS experiences. They travel boxand pay a flat rate. Cus-
ageing ships are beached to be broken down. We bringing in customers. To more. Their buying prefe tomers aleo gt 2o mest
will be adding another SO plots, as per the new drive footfalls, mall deve- drove sales. Now, food, recail has outperformed  rences are a lot less pro-  their favourite authors at
master plan, which is being prepared for the and retailers are col-  dining out. entertainment the g category .andmoreser-  the events. Encouraged by
entire region agar district,” an labormingto come up wkh  and experiences are driv- growth by a significant s or!en!ed Even when the overwhelming _res-
official of Gujarat Maritime Board (GMB) says. unique expersences. ing consumption at shop- margin.and this was the buying oduct, they . Season 2 of the
The addisional plots can double the ship Cern: Foon faire, free make- ping centres. case D022, In 2023,  look at what expericnce  buent will take off i ApTil.
recycling capacity of Alang from 4.5 millson light overs. book shows, events Malini, a communica- re sudden change  they can get out of it of brands are
cement tonnage (LDT) to 9 million LDT. around csos says < in trend and while the un- Abheek Singhi. MD and  common to malls across
Alang is curr ped 10 recycle 400-450 and religious festivals, when her family decides to  and experiences have derlying category growth  Semior Parmer. BOG India,  the country. especially in
ships a year. On an average. it has been Gificial snow parks - ft's all  go outthey identify the become a big part of the was more or less stable points out that shopping at  the tier I c
producing 3.5 million tonne of steel annually happening. Starbucks outlet. or apizza  consumption basket with a slight downward malls were always about To provide a novelty fac-
From recycling about 200 ships. place they want to go to Dias, lisead retallers saw &  the experience, but now tor. talls are giving space
“We will be expanding the upmzy of Alang n Shifts in consumption and then pick the mall steep dip in their sales. that has escalated_
two phases. In the first phase, we some Consumption patterns  where it is located. al evidence. The numbers “The nature of the expe-
CariEes i DeCAaIOnS s SEracE Taore SEe o Biave ehifted over shie’pase “If you see the number  bear out this trend. In the  Mall movements rience has changed, and it
ng. We will also try to operationalise the ‘ew years, especially after  of shopping bags in the last quarter of 2023, fash- Consumption patterns at  has moved to different ele-
vacant plots at Alang. In the second phase, as per DA, Raer ™ otk hands oF cobomges. appa-  ion sales of listed offline re-  malls mirror this trend. At ments.” Mall owners and
the new master plan for Alang region. we will be downs, the much publi- rel, fashion and accesso- tailers dipped 5%, elec- Phoenix Mills, one of the  retailers are doing different
adding new ship-breaking plots,” says the official, cised ' ‘revenge theme  ries, they have gone down tronics fell 7% and o did  largest mall operators in  things to target differenc
who declined to be named. There are 153 plots at played out for a bit but pe-  in ferms of purchases,” grocery, according to a re-  the country, it was jewel-  customer segimen
Alang of which 131 are ‘operational” and the rest ople got tired of it. Now, says Abhishek Sharma. Di- port by BOG India. Quick  lery, gourmet dining and AT InBnk Mall i Mum-
vacant. point out at there is an another shift rector, Retail Agency, service restaurants saw a  hypermarkec that drove bal. experiences have be-
Alang has been on a decline since 2011-12. From Sales data show con- Knight Frank India. He  12% dip insales after decel- growth in the first nine  come a key factor in draw-
415 ships with 3.8 million LDT for recyching. the sumption is back in malls  points out the share of erating growth owver the months of FY24. The top-  ing in customers.
work dwindled to 157 ships in 2020-21. The but what < imommens s food and beverage outlets  last several _Jewel-  per categories  -~Previously people were cialises in mall develop-
numbers improved a bit at 209 ships in 2021-22, spending has  had risen to S5.40% from  lery was the only category  were family entertaliment  looling  for | opdons Sin. ot and menspement
before dipping again to 137 ships in 202223 changed. Earlier, it was ap.  20% before. that showed growth. centres such as Time Zone  terms of mult (The writer is with The
(The writer is with The Hindu businessiine) parel and fashion that This &s not just anecdo- Historically, organised  and Game Luxe and multi.  ducts. Now, it has Shifted to  Hisde businesstine

R SRy i e , Air cargo conundrum: The hungry
‘ elephant in the room

rent. A country can hast

transshipment only if
At rcens cofclure of s it has at least one “anchor”
CEOs . a airline operal Iy

ca:
pharma m s.uhd In-
dian freight forwarders

booking agents since they
couldnt offer guaranteed

rates for a given persod. and ty far exceeding
unlike their counte: their country’s needs.
in other export markets. ey effectively use the
He had a wvalid point freedom traffi
since fluctuating air freight (commercial aviation right
put Indian exp at a P F—h _REUTERS of an airfine to carry load
disadvantage vis-a-vis from one foreign country
competition. juggle capacity between uonedby foreign airli w0 with a
The freight forwarders” ‘countries in pursuit of the ym another meet in in home country) and gain
said they had no option as  highest yield, leading to uru, experts  the most. India, however,
rates were quoted by  rate volatility. The geopol- pln:hed for converting In-  does not have even one air-
forelpn alribees that dockd.  icalcriots taar has Tt nar. a’s major gateways into  line comparable with these
ed on availsble capacity. itime carriage via the Red txmshl ment cargo hubs.  foreign carriers in size.
Cuban legacy: Yiorkers rofl Ggars 3t cgar manufactrer £l Lagurto dusing the X0V international Habano Festaat in Havana A Sea raised India’s demand While the aepirations of (The writer is founder-
=afe= of Cuban cgars, the Eland nation's mest emblernatic product. soared 315 last year 2= globel demand rose for luxury iters., the a foreign airline, con- for ai-cargo capacity, the industry are laudable, COO of Tirwin Manage-
countrys main tobacco exporter said. AFP firmed they were forced to  where almost 90% is con-  the reality is vastly diffe.  rmenr Services, Chennai)

CSL builds on success with South Asia’s largest ship repair unit

¥, Sajeey Kumar petus for CSL and India’s The new dry dock mt  sloned soon. The new, in- The units offer mainee-
shipbuilding  infrastruc- CSL is 310 metre long: the  digenous technology v nance, repair and opera-
Kochi's Cochin Shipyard e not expecti intemacional ship repalr  sel has been developed by done (MRO) services 1o
1zd (CSL) was inthe nation-  any immediate outcome af- facility is equipped to hoist with forelgn and de-
al limelight recently when  ter the PM's statement. But vessels welighing up to ndian technology partn-  fence wvessels, generating
PM Narendra Modi inaugu-  we believe it would help us 6.000 tonne. ers and would be pro- more than 2200 crore tur-
rated ¥4.000-crore worth  pick up further orders.™ The large capacity will pelled by an indigenous mnover until the third quar-
infrastructure proj and The shipbuilding sector moe oty butrams Bochis il oell Glotilly, saveral: ger Of FVA4 O the =il
expressed confidence the is set for great are 3 on pyvard' new
ity in Kerala would primarily due to the chal- and repa.lrs bur also facili-  similar pilot vessels for pmjec:ls for & lhe tndian Na.
soon become South Asia’s lenges fac ageing tate the of a . Mr. Nair says eight anti-
largest ship-repair centre. fleets the world over in business ecosystem in the  tion, Mr. Nair shallow
With the of a the new region encompass mi- is . worth about
new dry dock and iInterna- ry requirements, thus ac- <ro, small and medium en- one of the cleanest fuels 26,300 crore, are under
tional ship repair facility celerating the demand for te 7 well as ancil- for car- so,  six
costing $2.800 crore ap- fleet replacements. lary  faciliies. Larger bon e
proximately, the public comm. less vessels like aircraft carriers  CSL s hopeful of rolling  vessels. wosth 3
sector unit is raring to than I% of the SHMO-DIllion  Smooth sasing: CSL & 5ot 1o reach 13,200-23,400 or. turnaver for FY24, says Crisil. SFECIAL ARRANGEWENT and LNG carriers can be  out ecofriendly vessels in 29,800 crore are in the de-
leve new highs. global shipbuilding mar- asccommodated, thereby  riverine andfor coastal ci-  sign and equipment- ordes-
Madhu S, Nair, CMD, ket ~However, going by estimated $20-bil- The recent expansion at  with recently an- cutting Indias dependence  ties as part of this initiative.  ing stage. Rating agency
CSL, says opportunities the order intake over the Ran Global market, indias  CSL 1% in line with the Cen Aoincad At et Mo om foreign nations for their Crisil said CSL achieved
abound in the shipbuilding  past 2-3 years at CSL and share is about I%. CSL's tral governments Mari- 2 construction and repair. Defence works sales of 21488 crore during
market, given the growing  other yards in the o ery, share in the Indian ship re- time India Vision 2030 to The yard had built and ©S1’s units in Mumbai, Kol- first half of FY24 and Is set
demand globally. ~We are we could be looking at  pair market is about S0%.  position India am, the unveiled Indias first hy- kata, and Port Blair have to reach 3.200-3.400
inspired by the PM's much better numbets in  The yards new interna-  world's top 10 shipbuilding drogen fuel cell ferry. helped spread ship repair  crore for the full year.
speech during his recent the coming ye: =~ he says. tional ship repair facility and ship repair destina- services on both the east (The writer is \mh The
visit, which is a major im- In the area of ship re- adds about 25% capacity. tions by 2030. It also aligns businessiine]

and west coast of India. Hindeu
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CSL builds on success with South Asia’s largest ship repair unit

V. Sajeev Kumar

Kochi’s Cochin Shipyard
Ltd (CSL) was in the nation-
al limelight recently when
PM Narendra Modi inaugu-
rated ¥4,000-crore worth
infrastructure projects and
expressed confidence the
port city in Kerala would
soon become South Asia’s
largest ship-repair centre.

With the addition of a
new dry dock and interna-
tional ship repair facility
costing ¥2,800 crore ap-
proximately, the public
sector unit is raring to
achieve new highs.

Madhu S. Nair, CMD,
CSL, says opportunities
abound in the shipbuilding
market, given the growing
demand globally. “We are
inspired by the PM’s
speech during his recent
visit, which is a major im-

CM

"4

petus for CSL and India’s
shipbuilding infrastruc-
ture. We are not expecting
any immediate outcome af-
ter the PM’s statement. But
we believe it would help us
pick up further orders.”

The shipbuilding sector
is set for greater growth
primarily due to the chal-
lenges faced by ageing
fleets the world over in
meeting the new regulato-
ry requirements, thus ac-
celerating the demand for
fleet replacements.

India commands less
than 1% of the $140-billion
global shipbuilding mar-
ket. “However, going by
the order intake over the
past 2-3 years at CSL and
other yards in the country,
we could be looking at
much better numbers in
the coming years,” he says.

In the area of ship re-

Smooth sailing: CSL is set to reach ¥3,200-%3,400 cr. turnover for FY24, says Crisil. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

pair, an estimated $20-bil-
lion global market, India’s
share is about 1%. CSL’s
share in the Indian ship re-
pair market is about 50%.
The yard’s new interna-
tional ship repair facility
adds about 25% capacity.

The recent expansion at
CSL is in line with the Cen-
tral government’s Mari-
time India Vision 2030 to
position India among the
world’s top 10 shipbuilding
and ship repair destina-
tions by 2030. It also aligns

with the recently an-
nounced ‘Amrit Kaal Mari-
time Vision 2047’ initia-
tives, which include
expansion of port infras-
tructure and maritime
trade, and promotion of
sustainable practices.

The new dry dock at
CSL is 310 metre long; the
international ship repair
facility is equipped to hoist
vessels weighing up to
6,000 tonne.

The large capacity will
not only buttress Kochi’s
prowess in shipbuilding
and repairs but also facili-
tate the development of a
business ecosystem in the
region encompassing mi-
cro, small and medium en-
terprises, as well as ancil-
lary facilities.  Larger
vessels like aircraft carriers
and LNG carriers can be
accommodated, thereby
cutting India’s dependence
on foreign nations for their
construction and repair.

The yard had built and
unveiled India’s first hy-
drogen fuel cell ferry,
which is in the final stages
of trials and be commis-

sioned soon. The new, in-
digenous technology ves-
sel has been developed by
CSL in collaboration with
Indian technology partn-
ers and would be pro-
pelled by an indigenous
fuel cell. Globally, several
countries are working on
similar pilot vessels for
technology = demonstra-
tion, Mr. Nair explained.
Hydrogen is considered
one of the cleanest fuels
for achieving net-zero car-
bon dioxide emissions.
CSL is hopeful of rolling
out eco-friendly vessels in
riverine and/or coastal ci-
ties as part of this initiative.

Defence works

CSL’s units in Mumbai, Kol-
kata, and Port Blair have
helped spread ship repair
services on both the east
and west coast of India.

The units offer mainte-
nance, repair and opera-
tions (MRO) services to
domestic, foreign and de-
fence vessels, generating
more than 200 crore tur-
nover until the third quar-
ter of FY24. On the shi-
pyard’s work on new
projects for the Indian Na-
vy, Mr. Nair says eight anti-
submarine warfare shallow
watercraft, worth about
%6,300 crore, are under
construction. Also, six
next-generation  missile
vessels, worth about
¥9,800 crore are in the de-
sign and equipment- order-
ing stage. Rating agency
Crisil said CSL achieved
sales of 1,488 crore during
first half of FY24 and is set
to reach 33,200-3,400
crore for the full year.

(The writer is with The
Hindu businessline)
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DOMINATION POLE POSITION DETERVMINATION NCREDIBLE FEAT
Lyvon spins Australia to a thumping | India climbs to top s in the James becomes first er to

victory over New Zealand

-~
Mathan Lycn tock six for &5 New
156 before lunch on the fourth day e Mt et the Basin

(Ravindra 59, Lyon &/65). PoM: Green.

Austratia waon by 272 runs.

latest WTC standin;

errr—
K5 DEEPRR

-~
India jumped to the top of the Yiorld Test Championship sw"|g§.

replacing New Zealand in the Latest ran)

£0.00. (36 poirt= in frve match

es: three wins, two losses).

Pe ’s fightin

~

RCB skipper Smriti praises
s

irit

RCS capeain Smriti hailed Pey

WL rmateh agasst Murmbai indians. ~Pers [Ellyse Perry] is .1.5».;«

She wasn't hundred per cent but the

fickd, aryone
o that total,” Smits saic

way she was moving on th

would doubt that. She pisyed a good knock to take us

score 40,000 career points

REUTERS.

LeBron James on Ssturday became the first NBA player to reach

40,000 career regular-season peints,

Derwer N

wihen scoring nine against

James, who last year overtook Ka
Abdut- tabbar for the all-time sconng

5 2 four-time NBA

champion, four-time NBA MUP as well as the oldest active player.

Capitals move to top of the table with win over Giants

Meg Lanning kicks things off with a half-century: Ashleigh Gardner is lone star for Gujarat but Jess Jonassen and Radha Yadav neutralise her efforts as Beth Mooney

WL SEASON 2

as Giants got off to a dread-
ful start.

Jonassen then picked up
two in her first over. She

rapped Mooney in front
before removing Phoebe
Litchfel
wlckm kepe tumbling
ardner staged a
Rt GG aHid to 73 fo fve
when Radha sent back Ve-
and

Gi. oul ake
much headway once Jonas-

sen ended Gardner's resis-
tanc,

e

Earlier, Meg Lanning's
half-century took DC to 163
for eight despite a superb

spell by l\legh a Singh (4~
O-37-4)

Meghna removed Shata-
I Verma, flicked
straight to Wolvaardr at
square-les.

Wreaking havec: Radha and Jonassen scalp three apiece to pile on Giants’ misery afier Lanning's broezy knock. £ MURALS KN

The in-form Alice Cap-
sey did not let the tempo
slp as she took just four
deliveries to hit her first

fours in her 17-ball cameo,
adding a quick 38 for the
with skipper

second
Lanning before being

caught by Tanuja Kanwer
Off Megh:
lng switched gears

fifty off 39 deliveries with a
four.

Just  when Lanning
looked on course to put
the game d Giants

Meghna ended the in-
nings with Radha's scalp.
but the Glants dropped
four catches and eventual-

1y slipped to their fourth
straight loss.

scoresoaRD

DELMI CAPITALS
Meg Lanning c Hemalatha b

11 {78, Ix6], Arundhati Reddy
Meghaa b Gardner 5 (98), Radha
¥adav Ibw b Meghna 5 [75)

ey,

32.4).4-111 (Jemimah, 13

138 omassen, 1531, Sis
utherland, 16.5), 7

s side ends Bengaluru leg winless

S#iRha © (3b), Phosbe Litchfield

1168, 1x9), Tarsnnum Pathan
o & Arundhati 8 {126, 1xd),
Meghna Singh (not out) 10 L108),
Sayali S o

6.8
19.6)

GIANTS BOWLING
Tarega £:0:31-1, Bryce 4.0-32.0,
Meghna 4.0.37-3, Gardner
4-0-37-2, Mannat 3-0-16-1,
Tarannum 1.0-10-0.

JARAT GIANTS
Seth Mooney Tty mssen 12
1148, 2x4), Laurs Wolvaardt b

Monday
ws. Royal Challengers, 7.30 p.m.

Shardul swings it Mumbai’s
way, gives the host a big lead

RANSI TROPHY

raUMEAL

~I won the bet~ Shardul
Thakur told R. Sai Kishore

of
the Ranji Trophy semifinal
on Sunday.
While Sai Kishore re-
minded him that it was nn~
th

On a da
lighted by
brillianc

ing the game away from
the opposition.

Sai Kishore on song
Shardul Thakur's 109,
105b, 13x4, 4x6) malden

First-Class hundred and his
partnerships with Hardik

Kotian (71) and 'n.mhzr

Reversing it: Shardut pulied Mumbai out of the woods with 3
Brilliant century. EMMARLWL YOSN

for lunch, Sai Kishore was

the dampness to his advan-
tage and broke the back of
AMumbai's middle-order.

inmings: 145.

captain marathon
spell was a treat to 3
While rumbai
batter

against him, Shardul

four as

— who had ef-

Tin Seand rubbed sait into
Tamil Nadu's wounds as
Mumbai was 353 for nine at
stumps, an advantage of
207 run.

The star of the day was
Shardul._ He bailed Mumbal
out of trouble with a fear-
less yet masterful knock.
When he twok guard, with
just I3 minutes remaining

cne

fected a brilliant stumping
in the morning — took a

catch.
While the last two ses-
belonged to Mumbai,
Tamil Nadu dominated the
morning session.

Sai Kishore bowled un-
changed from the club
house end. Despite an

overcast momning. he used

el ard e (batting} 17;
Extras {8-12, nb-2. pen-Si- 19;
Total (for nine wits. = 100 overs):
353

Fall of wickets: 1.5, 2.90. 343,
451,556, 6107, 7106, 8213,
9-290.

Tamit .

Mo
37.5.57-6, Ajith Ram 12
Washingron 7-0-19-0, Pradash
1100

Shardul revels
in a dream
knock

s.
PMUMBAT

Every asplrlng cricketer, at
t, dreams of sin-

Thalur made It a realiky
with his scintillating coun-

cer = century in the
Ranji Trophy semifinal
against Tamil Nadu here
on Sunday.

¥ Hke o lhese kinds of sit-
uations. When _you

With passion, you walk for
these moments,” said Tha-
kur, revelling at the fact
that his knock took the

- you want
medung in the middle that

the game:
The 32- yexr-old did not
himsel

MP rides on Mantri’s ton to
surge ahead against Vidarbha

NAGPUR

Himanshu Mantri's centu-
ry (126, 265b, I2x4, I1x6)
served as the archetype of

of the frst Ranji Trophy
semifinal ar the VCA Stadi-
um (Civil Lines) here on
Sunday.

many more
centurtes to come in the
furure.

“When I started, Bom-
bay used to send me at
number 10 and 11. So, 1 had
to work my way up,

halair on his Jong walt f P
his maiden First Class cen-
tury. “Probably more hun-
dreds will come, and it's a
big opening thac
should promote all-roun-
ders in Mumbal cricket,”
he added.

day, the aid from the sur-
face on the second was
reparation of sorts for Vi-
darbha. Umesh and Yash

Thakur combined in the fi-
nal hour of the morning
session to send MP from 81

for one to 93 for four.
MP's  resistance
cracked when Thakur's

Leading from the froat: Mantri's century gave MP a decizwve
edge against Vidarbha & S0TH RAMAUNGAM

ham Sharma before Tha-

5
ting to his :hud Firor Class
the season in

surface, causing Saransh to
chip to covers an
their stand for 73

The scores.
Vidarbha —1st inmingss 170,
ya Pradesh —1st i

2
1120, 281, 306
as.

Shardul and
Sai Kishore
call for better
scheduling

SsUmMBAL

At a time when the Board
of Control for Cricket in In-
dia (BOCD wants to ensure
players do nos skip domes-
cricket, especially the
Ranji Trophy, India al'l
rounder Shardul
has called for better sche-
duling and gaps between
games for the well-being of

ers.

b o we
are playing First-Class
matches with three-day

“When 1

first three games

expect
Players o play 10
games in a with a
three-day gap if a team
reaches the final

The 32year-old felt the
short gap i
o e e o
Smple of his Mumbal tearm.
mate Mohti Avasti picking
up an injury.

1 think they will have to
relook at it next year and
give more breaks.”
added.

TN skipper Sal Kishore
echoed similar views. ~A
few players feel the same
rh.lng We travel for one

ause of this 1
donltramml.-:h The ov-
ers 1 am are in the

matches, and I manage my-
self that way, but it should
be more challenging for
the faster bowlers,” said
Sai Kishore.

amx




INCREDIBLE FEAT

James becomes first NBA player to
score 40,000 career points

REUTERS

LeBron James on Saturday became the first NBA player to reach
40,000 career regular-season points, when scoring nine against
Denver Nuggets. James, who last year overtook Kareem
Abdul-Jabbar for the all-time scoring mark, is a four-time NBA
champion, four-time NBA MVP as well as the oldest active player.
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“India will outgrow

COUNCILOF MINISTERS MEETS LAST TIME BEFORE ELECTION

Confident of return, Govt readies
100-day action plan after polls

PM Modi chairs day-long meeting, will tour five states over next three days

ThERSHe FoRuN
PAGE 20

BENGALURU BLAST
Looking to join
dots, probe
agencies speak
to accused in
2022 cases

JOHNSONTA
BENGALURU. MARCH 3

A BUNCH of cases lodged in

eid area of Bengaluru
which left nine persons injured.
sgators from mukiple
agencies afe rying & cstablish
the identity of a young man
caught on CCTV f € the
restausant weanng a cap, glasses.
and a mask — who is being

currently lodged in Bengaturu
Central Prison.
The:!

cases) in the sense that they have
con PAGE

MA
NEW/ DELHL MARCH 3

MEETING IN New Delhi for the
Last tisse before the announce-
ment of the schedule Sor the Lok
Sabha elections. the Unioa
Councsl of Ministers. confident

the rest of the wa Prime Modi the C¢ i
if it continaes on the
path of inclusion’ that Ihianc tions by an a vision
vated e power for 2 third con-  docurmnent foc Viksit Bhusar 2047
Craimmans aviz iy ry the

in New Delhi on Sunday. An

sanuwation of welfare schemes.
Modi was quoted a5 having

2 100-day action plan to be i
plemented by the new govern-
ment after the polls.

day-long meeting of the
Unson Council of Ministers,
chaired by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, saw presenta-

On Cong manifesto
table: Germany-style
apprenticeship, paper
leak compensation

MANOICG
NEW DELHIL MARCH 3

HAVING DECIDED o frame un-
employren e of its magor
alking points against the BjP
government during the Lok
Sabha poli campaign. the
Corgress is set to come up with
some ~out of the box™ promises
in its manifesto o ease jobless-
mess and soften the blow of re-
peated exam paper leaks. bop-

ing they would strike 2 chord
with the yoush

The Congress think tank is
said 1o be looking at the miuch-

sed odel of

next five years.

In these presentations. the
Prime Minister's vision for Viksie
Bharat wa d. sources
said. underfining that these in-
cluded zero poverty. skill to
every youth. and 100 per cent

ik

work 0n government projects

and schemes and not treat the

election period as 3 vaca

wisen the potitical leadership

will be busy with the electoral
ess.

UED ON PAGE 2

INDIA bloc leaders at the rally in Patna on Sunday. #11

Germany and tailoring it foe
Indian conditions.

The educatson
model (vocational education

smooth  educacion-to-work
transitions with young people
getting on-the-job time at 3
Coenparsy wihile avo-
cational schoo!

The muodel. Congress leaders
believe. offers the youth an at-
tractive way o enter the job
market The challenge is to tatlor
he moded to suit Indian condi-
1500 Since the private sector as

NTINUED ON PAGE 2

INSIDE
ERS TO TAKE
TO

NAVY MAN FROM J&K
MISSING Faces 12 4 18

PAGE1
ANCHOR

fween the financial years (FY)
2019-20 and

NEW DELHI. MARCH 3

AF Sround:; fountairs:
roads: underground drains.
These. ong the items listed

by states when guesticned by the
National Green Tribunal (NGT)
about how they utilised funds

e (NCAP) and
Finance Commisson (FC) bew

croce in this

ciuding the 19 mentioned above.
It told the respective states to
take “remedial measures"

Lalu to Tejashwi, Rahul
to Akhilesh: Opposition
targets PM at Patna rally

INDIA bloc leaders raise BJP’s “divisive
politics’ and Nitish Kumar's flip-flop

SANTOSH SINGH
PATNA MARCH 3

THE INDIA bioc Sunday held its
first joine cally since Nitsh
“s exst as top leaders. in-
Saciing Congresss Ralvl Candit
SP’s Akhilesh Yadav and RJD's
Lalu Prasad and Tejastod Vadaw.
corverged in the Bihar cay
carget nmm h!unxs(et Nasersd:
Noars ve politics™ abead
Teie Lok Sabaha iections

they sme budidiog dhele pary caen-
paigns Rahul spoke about the
Congress's opposition to the
Agniveer schemme, the “love-hate™
binary. and representation for
communities.

1 11-day

Stasewide yatra culmenated inthe
raiby . played partin
the state™s scheme for 10 lakh
thex L, in signature

Vie. Launched barts at Mo

“¥e Modi kya hai? Modi koi
ez i 7 Narerdsa Modi passvar-

Justice Gangopadhyay of
Calcutta HC says quitting
to join politics, slams TMC

BJP. Congsay heis
welcome; TMC
calls him political
party worker

SWEETY MISHRA &
APURVA VISHWANATH
KOLKATA NEW DELHL.
MARCH S

IN AN UNPRECEDENTED e
Justice Abhijit Gar
Liing fodge of the Calstea Figh
Coust, said Sunday that he w
resign Tuesday as a judge and
Jots pasen.

Jadge. whoks due toretive

R will encer the fiead of poli-
tics. 1 am not telling you today

Jus:
uglwllwnd oy resignation o
President.” stice
Cangrpaciisey ekt in 2 et
View with Bengall TV news
channel ABP.
His

con

r

APURVA VISHWANATH
NEW/ DELH MARCH 3

A SITTING judge of a
Constitutional court re—

Skgning o join politics is
POt new.
Former Chief jussice

manda
nouncement came a
=

Under fire from TMC
for ‘vulgar’ songs, BJP’s
Asansol pick opts out

SANTANU CHOWDHURY
KOLKATA MARCH 3

A DAY after the BIP announced
his name s its candidace from
Asansol for the Lok Sabha polis.
Bhiojpuri singer-actos Pawan
aid he will not
omstituency in

gal. Although he did
ot give 2 raason, Singh's candi-
dature had drawn criticisam from

ences to Be:
A the BJP Caene ursles stzack,
Singh in 2 post on X sasd: “1ex-

TMC leaders,
of his songs had vulgar refer-

After student death that rocked
Kerala, college remains on edge

SHAJU PHILIP
KALPETTA(WAYANAD) MAR 3

RS OF Che Guevara and

oteze
of Veterinary and Animal
Sciences in Pookode. in Keraly's

Key talking posnts upon wihich

Where clean air funds allotted to states

par
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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CITIES THAT GOT MOST FUNDS

Gnter)

NCAP/15¢h Finance
-Fundzustoed

2019-20 and v
Commission

Funds rdbezad

went: Drains

e
i

SEEKS CLARITY
press my heartfelt gratitude to
the top leadership of the HOSTAGE
= > . The puty  PAGE 15
con 2

In a divided Bar, judge’s
move raises questions on
independence of judiciary

EE.

didate against Congress's Zakis
Hussain.
Barely six weeks befare his|
retirement. formes SC judge
Baharul islam resigned in
1953 to contest the Lok
Sabha etections from)|
Barpeta. Assam. as 3
gress c. Late.
Calcutta High
Jud. Abnijic
Gangopadiay's announcenent
of his resignation and that he
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2|
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S&.EHBAZ BECOMES
PAK PM, VOWS TO
BUILD, IMPROVE TIES
WITH NEIGHBOURS

1 .

JSSi 20,
Ascaulted by SH meembers

actica plan.

tar Pradesh. Bihar.
Rajasthan. Haryana, Madhya
Pradesh. jharkhand, Gujarat.

>

fountains,

diture. 21727 croce. was for “end-
end pavement™. followed by
2912 croee for roads

this hostel that members of thel
Ladents Feder.

irg i the hostel. The suspected
has n the state and

Created  poltical firestonm.
Since the death. the campus.
ONPAGE 2/

roads

acrraties s the establist-
ment of A Vermicompost Lnit,

and 757 coore coset up 10 als
Waliey eomieoring sysees:
Bihar

and “development of parks™
= Delhi is in the process of|

suubmiteed R reporton Patna o
Said funds.

chanical road sweepers. 28

thes:
W Jharkhand s report cn actv-
sties in Dhanbad, Tast

et

2986
TSR0 183.85
13625
102.64 (=% e )
10125
9775

FY2e Uritsation aseuns ofl FYZ3

Atintcry. reports s

ot by stoses 20 NCT

of four playgrounds
2937 croce, TS5 croce spent so far)
Jtabsc

“desiking of drains”,
of old parks, procurement of

CNG buses, purchase of water
and

p.lvnlgof roads, Tremlar collec

included the purchase of a
“destudging machine" for T3.03
crore. The largestchuni of expen-

P ma-
chines, and establishment of an
electric crematorium. Of NCAP
funds. T9.68 crore was spent oa

Cllnporiat o wemse w‘»nsp-uh
kiing machines and urban
conT ONPAGE 2|




RAKES UP KASHMIR ISSUE, AIMS AT G20 MEMBERSHIP BY 2030

Shehbaz becomes Pak PM. vows to
build, improve ties with neighbours

Focus onrebuilding economy amid huge budgetary deficit POhC@ Cl’ﬂdeOWIl on

Imran party workers
protesting ‘rigged’ polls

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
ISLAMABAD, MARCH 3

PAKISTAN'S NEWLY-ELECTED
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif
on Sunday raked up the Kashmir
issue in his maiden address but
pledged to improve ties with all
leading nations, including the
country's neighbours.

Shehbaz said that Pakistan
would not become part of any
“great game” and his government
would increase the number of
friends. He pledged to build and
improve ties with all leading na-
tions, including neighbours.

“We will keep ties with
neighbours on the basis of
equality,” Shehbaz, 72, said as he
easily won the election in the
National Assembly to become
Pakistan's prime minister for a
second time.

He said that his government
would work hard and set a goal to
become a member of G20 coun-

Shehbaz Sharif. File

tries by 2030. The G20 or Group
of 20is an intergovernmental fo-
rum of the world’s major devel-
oped and developing economies.
He, however, raked up the
Kashmir issue and equated it
with Palestine. “Let's all come to-
gether [...] and the National
Assembly should pass a resolu-
tion for the freedom of Kashmiris
and Palestinians,” he added.
Shehbaz, who was the con-
sensus candidate of the PML-N

and the Pakistan Peoples Party
(PPP), received 201 votes in the
336-member house.

Shehbaz said that the coun-
try was facing challenges prima-
rily due to the fragile economy.
He said that he was starting his
tenure when the country was
facing a budgetary deficit of
more than one trillion rupees.

“How we will pay the salaries
for armed forces and how to pay
the civil servants,” he wondered
and added that reforming the
economy was the biggest chal-
lenge faced by the country. He
promised to bring investment
into the country and create eco-
nomic conditions that would
spur economic growth. He high-
lighted that the energy sector was
crumbling due to the accumulat-
ing debt owed by the country to
the power-producing companies.

The session of the new par-
liament was convened amid
ruckus and sloganeering by PTI-
backed lawmakers.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
LAHORE, MARCH 3

MORE THAN 100 supporters of
jailed former prime minister
Imran Khan's party have been ar-
rested from different parts of
Punjab province of Pakistan for
staging rallies against alleged vote
rigging, police said on Sunday.
On the call of party founder
Imran Khan, supporters of
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
party held protests across
Pakistan on Saturday against the
alle-ged “massive rigging” in the
February 8 general elections.
Most arrests took place in
Lahore where newly elected CM
Punjab Maryam Nawaz ordered

PTIRE-ELECTS GOHAR
KHAN AS CHAIRMAN

Islamabad:Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf party on Sunday an-
nounced that Barrister Gohar
Ali Khan was elected as its
chairman in fresh intra-party
polls. It was forced by the poll
body to hold new party polls
after last year’s polls were
deemedillegal. REUTERS

aclamp down on the protesters.

“Mian Shahzad Farooq and
Afzaal Azeem Pahat, who con-
tested... against Maryam Nawaz
and Shehbaz Sharif, were also ar-
rested,” aparty spokespersonsaid.



Timeline

e |iaquat Ali Khan
== Khawaja Nazimuddin
== Mohammad Ali Bogra
mm Chaudhry Muhammad Ali
mm Huseyn Shaheed Suhrawardy
i Ibrahim Ismail Chundrigar
m Feroz Khan Noon

I Nurul Amin
s 7 ulfikar Ali Bhutto
Muhammad Khan Junejo
= ==mm Benazir Bhutto
_— [ s Nawaz Sharif
« Zafarullah Khan Jamali
Shujaat Hussain
- + Shaukat Aziz
memmmmm Yousaf Raza Gillani
m Raja Pervaiz Ashraf
= Shahid Khagan Abbs¢
s Imran Khan
== | Shehba:
T S e o S e e S e S et et e
1950 1955 1960 1965 1970 1975 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020
Political Parties: independent B Repuwiican Party B Pakistan Musiim League (N)

al Pakistani Muslim League
B Pakistan People’s Party

B Musim League
B Aavami League

Pakistan Muslim League (Q)
. Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf



THIS WORD MEANS

GREY ZONE WARFARE

The term was recently used by Chief of Defence
Staff General Anil Chauhan at the Raisina Dialogue

RISHIKA SINGH
NEW DELHI, MARCH 3

ON THE last day of the 2024 Raisina
Dialogue (on February 24), India’s Chief
of Defence Staff General Anil Chauhan
said “grey-zone warfare” was the latest
in informal warfare.

During a discussion titled ‘The New
Wars: Policies, Practices, and Preparation’,
he gave an example of the situationin the
South China Sea, where several countries
have extended competing territorial
claims, and where occasional confronta-
tions involving small boats have been re-
ported.

In commentaries on China and
Taiwan too, the term crops up in descrip-
tions of Chinese actions around the island
that it claims as its own.

Taiwan’s Lion Islet, with China’s
Xiamen in the background. China’s
actions around Taiwan have been
termed grey zone warfare. Reuters

Chinese actions of late as examples of
grey zone warfare,
This includes the Chinese military’s



A TR T Ve WL TR

Apple’s India output:
S$10 bn in 10 months

RISHI RAJ
New Delhi, March 3

APPLE'S PRODUCTION OF
iPhones in India crossed the $10-
billion mark during the 10-month
period of April-January of the cur-

rent fiscal. This
CINSIDE

is nearly 30%

Why Apple higherthanthe
veered away $7-billion pro-
fromthegy  ductionby the

- tech giant in
highway FY23. Accord-
M PAGE 6

ing to sources,
over 70% of
the total production has been
exported across countries in Europe,
the USand Asia.

The current fiscal isalso the first
year where Apple is averaging over
$1 billion of production each
month, compared to $620 million
per month in FY23. This produc-

BIG BITE
of total India-made
iPhones exported to
70% . European, Asian and

US markets

Nearly 30%
higher than

$7 bn

production
by Apple
inFY23

of the total
¢ 70% production has
. been contributed by
' | FoxconnHon Hai
' 3 OQ/ of the total
O output from
) Pegatron and Wistron

$1 billion

of production on average
each month vs $620 million
amonth in FY23

tion has been achieved by Apple’s
three vendors — Foxconn Hon Hai,
Pegatron, both in Tamil Nadu, and
Wistron, now owned by the Tata
Group, located in Karnataka.
According to industry data and
information filed by the vendors,a

lion’s share — over 70% — of the total
production has been contributed by
Foxconn Hon Hai. Pegatron and
Wistron have together contributed
the remaining 30%.

Continued on Page 2
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Recently, the Greening and Restoration of Wasteland with Agroforestry (GROW) report and portal was
launched by NITI Aayog (National Institution for Transforming India).

What are the Key Highlights of the GROW Report?

GROW Report

Objective: The GROW report aims to facilitate restoration projects for achieving national commitments of
Land Degradation Neutrality and restoring 26 million hectares of degraded land by 2030, as well as
creating an additional carbon sink of 2.5 to 3 billion tonnes of carbon dioxide equivalent.



* Exient of Wastelands in India:

* The report highlights that India possesses
approximately 55.76 million hectares of
wastelands, comprising 16.96% of the total
geographical area (TGA) of the country.

* These degraded lands have suffered from reduced
productivity and biodiversity due to various natural
and human-induced factors. However, the report
suggests greening and restoring these
wastelands through agroforestry.



http://drishtiias.com/images/uploads/1709293268_image4.png

e What is the GROW Portal?

* The GROW portal is hosted on the Bhuvan platform, ensuring
universal access to state and district-level data related to agroforestry

suitability. Through the portal, users can access detailed maps and
assessments of agroforestry suitability across different regions of

India.
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Belgiu\n Recognises Ecocide as a
Crime




The Federal Parliament of Belgium has made history by becoming
the first country in the European Continent to recognise ‘ecocide’
as a national as well as an international crime.

The law targets individuals in positions of decision-making power
and corporations, aiming to prevent and punish severe
environmental degradation such as extensive oil spills.
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 Consider the following statements: (2019)
The Environment Protection Act, 1986 empowers the
Government of India to

1.state the requirement of public participation in the pi
of environmental protection, and the procedure and n
in which it is sought

2.lay down the standards for emission or discharge of
environmental pollutants from various sources

* Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

* (a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2







The Prime Minister paid tributes to Shri Morarji Desai on his
birth anniversary.

Born on 29th February 1896 in Bhadeli village, Gujarat.

Graduated from Wilson Civil Service in Bombay and served as a
Deputy Collector for twelve years.

Morarji Desai was an Indian politician and activist who served as
the fourth Prime Minister of India from 1977 to 1979.

The Forty-fourth Amendment of the Constitution of India was
enacted during his tenure as Prime Minister.



Morarji Desai joined Congress during the Civil Disobedience
Movement. Imprisoned thrice and actively participated in
individual Satyagraha and Quit India Movement.

He became Chief Minister of Bombay in 1952 and also served as
Minister for Commerce and Industry, then Finance Minister.

Resigned under the Kamraj Plan and led the Administrative
Reforms Commission. Became Prime Minister in 1977.
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‘VikramadityaNVedic Clock’



* The world’s first Vedic clock, the ‘Vikramaditya Vedic Clock,’
based on Indian ‘panchang’ calculations, was inaugurated at
Jantar Mantar in Ujjain, Madhya Pradesh.

« Ujjain Is located at the precise point of interaction with the
zero meridian and the Tropic of Cancer. According to Hindu
astronomical belief, Ujjain was once considered India’s
central meridian, determining the country’s time zones and
time differences.




« Jantar Mantar, an astronomical observatory (a UNESCO World
Heritage site) constructed by Maharaja Jai Singh Il, can be found Iin
the following cities in India:

1.Delhi
2.Mathura
3.Varanasi
4.Jaipur

5.Ujjain






e Three new moons, one around Uranus and two around
Neptune, have been confirmed by the International
Astronomical Union.

« Uranus’ moon, S/2023 U1, is about 5 miles across making it
one of the smallest known moons around any of the eight
planets in the solar system, and will be named after a
Shakespeare character,

* Neptune’s moons, S/2002 NS and S/2021 N1, will be named
after the Nereids — the daughters of the sea god Nereus from
Greek mythology.




Saturn

-ontext: Saturn has regained its title as the planet with the most moons in the
solar system. The discovery of 62 new moons brings Saturn's total to 145,
surpassing Jupiter, which has 95 officially recognized moons.

iter

Ju

Saturn

Diameter Largest Planet. More than Second largest planet in the solar system
twice as massive as all other
planets combined
Orbital Period | 11.9 Earth years 29.5 Earth years
Number of 95 145
Moons
Why do they | Saturn and Jupiter have many moons due to their large size, gravitational
have so many | influence, and the presence of debris and material in their respective regions of
moons? the solar system.
Notable Great Red Spot (giant Spectacular ring system with seven rings,
Features storm), Galilean satellites including the moon Titan
(lo, Europa, Ganymede,
Callisto)
Composition Thick atmosphere of helium and hydrogen
Exploration Galileo (1989); Juno (2011); | Visited by Pioneer 11, Voyagers 1 and 2, and

Eniranna Clinnar [(2702A4)
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