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Sheikh Shahjahan held

NEWS » PAGE 4
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Fear of defe is

6 Congress rebel MLAs disqualified in Himachal

Speaker takes action against MLAs who had

cross-voted in favour of BJP in RS election

¥ikas Vasudeva
Sandeep Phukan

visible on Modis
face, says Stalin

CHENNAT
A day after Prime Minister

Narendra Modi said that it was
time to drive the DMK out from

repeatediy visiting Tamil Nacu,
but the fear of defeat was

DELs

mid

sembly’s website.

Mr. R ., a three-term
MLA, said they would
move the Supreme Court

the
political turmoil in
Himachal Pradesh,
six Congress legislators,
who had cross-voted in fa-
vour of the BIP in the Rajya
Sabha elections on Febru-

against the
as many of his colleagues
did not even get a proper
notice from the Speaker’s

office_
The motion for disquali-
fication was moved by

State y Affairs

the by
Speaker Kuldeep Singh
Pathania on Th

The ground for disquali-

visible on bis face. » PAGE 2 fication, however, was
their from the As-
sembly when the State

NEW DELHI

In the first oficial confirmation
of the hawoe being caused by a
radical Meitei group, the
Uanius Bolics on Thuridey

civilians, snatching vehicles
public and extortion from
businessmen. » PAGE 4

NEW DELHI
The Cantrs on Thursday
confirned that a team of
indian technical personnel

that have been operating
asircraft there. indicating a

compromise between India
20d the newly elected Maldves
government. » PAGE 5

ISLAMABAD
Pakistan's National Assembly
swore in newly elected
members on Thursday in a
chactic scene, a5 albes of jaied
former Prime Mirister imran
Khan 20d members of his
Pakistan Tehreek-e-irsaf party
protested the February &
clection which they claam

was rigged. » PAGE 32

Budget and the Finance
Bill were being put to vote,
defying a party whip to
vote in favour of the
government.

The disqualified MLAs
were: Rajinder Rana, Sud-
hir Sharma, Inder Dutt
Lakhanpal, Devinder -
mar Bhutoo. Ravi Tha
and Chetanya Sharma. By
evening. the information
about their searts lying va-
cant was put up on the As-

A team of All India Con-
gress Committee (AICC)

Shimla that Chief Minister
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu
lind takess responsibiiky
for Abhishek Singhvi's de-

feat in the Rajya Sabha

Disqualification on the grounds of absence from

Assembly when the State Budget was put to vote

olitical crisis: Himachal Pradesh Chief Minister Sukhvinder Singh Suikbu, Congress State president

o sort internal
differences.

Amid talk of leadership
change because of growing
complaints from MLAs
against Mr. Sukhu's style of
functioning, the Chief Mi-

out

Pratibna Singh, and Karnataka Deputy Chief Minister D.K. Shivakumar in Shimla on Thursds,

the MLAs want the Con-

Minister after the Rajva
Sabha fiasco.

of MLAs

elections. erting that  nister on Thursday invited
the C party for a
would #ts term of ac his of-

told The Hindu

five years, the AICC obser-
vers announced thar a skx-
member coordination
committee would be set up

ficial residence.

Congress govern-
ment is there and Mr. Suk-
hu is the Chief Minister. All

that Mr. Sukhu, who had
called himself a

cwarrion), dearly conveyed
to the team of AICC obser-

ry. AN

vers that he had the back-
ing of ar least 10-12 MLAs
and changing him before
the Congress takes a vote
of confidence would be de-
rimental o the party's
interest.

The Chief Minister's res-

Sukhu had recently met
Rahul Gandhi during the

Disqualified MLAs to move SC; AICC team
says the government will complete its term

Bharat Jodo Nyay Yatra in
Utzar Pradesh.

The State was pushed
into political turmoil on

sole Rajya Sabha seat, lost
the election to the BIP's
Harsh Mahajan after six
Congress MLAs voted in fa-
vour of Mr. Mah

gether to save the party
and the government,” he
said.

However, many believe

that ess  has
merely deferred its pro-
blems._ If there is no stay on

the People Act,

threa-
tening the survival of their
vn govern:
the <

ot 0 conuce by
falls; & Assembly consti-
of D

of
the government, the Con-
command

rushed the three observers
while party general secre-
tary Priyanka Vadra also
worked behind the scenes.
Her mes: was to take
everyone along but come
down hard on indiscipline.
Mr. Shivakumar said
that the central observers
had spoken to Mr. Sukbu,
Party MLAs and State unit
chief Pr: indivi-
guatly Ine ol digerences
en ironed out. ~All

TP MEAL Hine St arut
taken an oath to work to-

Lahul-Spiti, Sujanpur, Bar-
sar, Kutlehar and Gagret
within six months. “With
the disqualification,

Congress government has
put iself in an uncomforta-
ble zone. Whenever the As-
sembly by-polls are held,
which could be along with
the Lok Sabha polls as well,
the Congress would have
to put its best foot forward

mid the ongo-
ing w of factional
ism.” said a party leader,
who requested anonymity.

Ready to rumble

Latest addition: The Navy's newly inducted MH 608 Seahawk rmulti-role helicopters seen at INS Garudsa in Kochi on Thursday. The Navy is set

to commission MH S0R, which is capable of firing torpedoes, missdes and

Advanc

& Precsion Kl Weapan System rockets. The seif-protection

Suite on the helicopter comprises chafl and infrared Rlares, wiich can be deployed sutomatically LRon detaction of threat THULAS! KAKKAT

104 killed

GAZA STRI®

At least 104 people were
killed in gaza on Thursday
when Israell forces in Gaza
opened fire on Palestinians
scrambling for food aid the
Health Ministry in the Ha-
mas-run territory said.

The israeli military said
a “stamj =

surrounded a convoy of 30

aid trucks, leading o do-
ens of deaths and inhurtes

as Israeli forces attack aid spot in Gaza

za City in which more than
750 others were wounded.
A witness in Gaza City
said the violence unfolded
when thousands of people
desperate for food rushed
towards aid trucks at the ci-
Nabulsi

GDP growth estimate for
current year raised to 7.6%

Vikas Dhoot
NEW DELHI

Making a flurry of revisions.

tistical Office (NSO) on
'I'hursday raised India's
real GDP growth estimate

Tor this. year to 7.6% from

7.3% projected last
month. It also scaled down
its 72% growth estimate
for 202223 to 7% and

The Gross Value Added
(GVA) n the economy is
projected to rise 6.9% this
vear, with the NSO down-
grading last years GVA

growth to 6.7% from 7%.
Eop growth for the frst
two quarters of this year
was raised to 8.2% and
8.1%, further to S.4%
for the October o Decem-
ber 2023 quarter (Q3).

Growth expands

India’s gross domestic product grew by 8.49% in Q3 FY24,
Quickening from 829 and 8.1% in Q1 and Q2, respectrvely

Dec

Dec. 2023

Core sector growth slows
to 15-month low in Jan.

Vikas Dhoot
NEW DELHI

Output growth in core
sectors fell to a 15-month
low of 3.6% this January,
driven by a contraction in

surprise that GVA growth
in Q3 slid to just 6.5% from
revised estimates of 8.2%
and 7.7% in Q1 and Q2, res-
pectively. Concerns also
persisted about private
which grew

Hamas could
be just days away. U.S. Pre-
sident Joe Biden said that a
ceasefire between Israel
and Hamas was now un-
likely to happen by Mon-
day — the timeline that he
had predicted earlier this
week.

UN humanitarian chief

3.5% in Q3 from 2.4% In Q2.

and refinery
production along with

base effects from 2023
when the core sectors had
grown 9.7% in the same
month. However, absolute
owverall outpus levels were
at a 10-month high.

FULL REPORT
» PAGE 1

from a 2.2% dip in 2022-23;
and mlnlng ups 1% versus
1.9% last ye.

‘Upasria Bhardwaj, chief
economist at Kotak Mahin-
dra Bank, atuributed this
year's growth upgrade to
the to

slipped into a 0.8% con-
traction in Q3, and the full

last year’s growth num-
bers, and the stronger in-
vestrnent and net exports,
although consumption is

ng.
GVA growth in the em-

trade,
hotels,

need further exploration
relate to GVA growth re-

first three quarters of the
year is 8.2%, implying that

in
large swings in the discre-
pancy for this

nications, and broadcast-

year as well as last year. In-
been
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Latest addition: The Navy’s newly inducted MH 60R Seah

‘ -
« YO -

. ‘

4

awk multi-role helicopters seen at INS Garuda in Kochi on Thursday. The Navy is set
to commission MH 60R, which is capable of firing torpedoes, missiles and Advance Precision Kill Weapon System rockets. The self-protection

suite on the helicopter comprises chaff and infrared flares, which can be deployed automatically upon detection of threat. THULASI KAKKAT



D l d India and the U.S. concluded agreements for the purchase of The six Apaches
ea One 24 MH-60R Seahawk and six AH-64E attack hellcopters and associated
equipment will

cost about
» The procurement = These hellcopters are being » These will be
is through the procured as replacement for 15 operated by
Fareign Military Sea King Anti-Submarine Warfare the Army and
Sales (FMS) (ASW) hellcopters de-Inducted In deployed with its
route of the U.5. 1891 and one Sea King 42B MRH strike Corps in the
governmentand is  lost in an acddent. The current weaslern sector
worth $2.12 bn MRHSs In service, Sea King 42Bs, K
e sl S : 0IEII Sepgtlamber_
* MH-60R is the are in need of replacement R e
mainstay of the s tr act:dh2f AH-B64E
U.S. Navy's » They are capable of carrylng attack helicop- 5 .
Anti-Submarine out anti-ship, anti-submarine, ters at a cost of On June 12, 2018, the Defence Security
Warfare electronic warfara, net-centric ¥13,951.57 crore Caoperation Agency notified the U.5.

for the IAF and the Congress of the p055|ble sale to Indla

[ASW) over-the-harlzon offensive and tire Amst will be

capability peteaisiwioes R " | inservice in 2020 " Apache Is a heavy attack = The Apache
e Walicgpter and the most is the most
= InAugust 2017,  advanced craft currently in advanced
the government servlce globally multl-role
approved the _ heavy attack
procurement of six = Indla Is the 16111 natlon to helicopter in
Apaches under the  select the Apache and the the world

optional clause for  AH-64E is its most advanced
the Army varlant, Boelng sald




MH-60R .=

SEAHAWK

Derived from Sikorsky's S-70B Seahawk, built by
Sikorsky Aircraft Corporation (now part of
Lockheed Martin).

Advanced sensors include AN/APY-9 radar,
sonobuoys, acoustic sensors, ESM, and RWR for
surveillance and threat detection.

Armed with Hellfire missiles, Mark 54 torpedoes,
and precision-guided rockets for anti-submarine
and anti-surface warfare.

Multi-Mission Capabilities:

Versatile platform designed for ASW, ASuW,
search and rescue (SAR), and ISR missions.
Conducts anti-submarine warfare, anti-surface
warfare, search and rescue, medical evacuation,
and maritime surveillance.




* Features:

* This helicopter is operated by a crew of 4 in anti-submarine warfare role and crew
of 5 in anti-surface warfare role. It can also accommodate additional passengers.

* It carries advanced airborne active sonar, multi-mode search radar and nose-
mounted forward-looking infrared (FLIR) turret.

* The helicopter has an integrated self-defense system.
* Maximum Speed: 267 km/h
* Range: 454 km
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First technical team from
India arrives in Maldives

s operating advanced

light helicopters md other aircraft for the country, marking a dn'nbduwn on New Delhis stance

operating aircrafc there.

2 compros
Narendra Modi
ment
elected gove:
President Mohamed Mulz-
zu on the contentious issue
of Indian troops stationed
in the archipelago that
become the target of The

nical personnel to operate
the advanced light helicop-
ter at Gan has reached M

dives. It will replace the =
isting personnel that were
until now this

Rough : The

that india provided

%o the Malkdives for operations. FILE PHOTO

lier refused to withdraw

troops, including in
2018 when former Prﬁi—
dent Abdulla

sexnpa high-level ~core
group™ to discuss the issue.
Whlle lhe

sequently. the Ministry had

whether they would be ci-
vilian or military.

The differences over the
issue of stationed troops
had led to other acrimo-
nious exchanges betrween
the two countries in Jams-
ary. and Maldives had
skipped a key security con-

ference in Mauridus, for

Attacks on BSF personnel
by criminals may be raised
during Bangladesh talks

NEW DELHI

india is expected to raise
the issue of violent attacks
nst Border Security
Force (BSF) personnel per-
petrated crimin:
along the eastern orderin in
a meeting with Borde:
Guards Bangladesh (BGB)
scheduled in Dhaka next
week.
Ar the next

round of bi-
annual  Director-General
(DG) talks n the BSF

betwee:
and BGE, the Indian dele-
gation is also likely to raise
the of “breach of

logue,
presence at the Indian | fence” and entry of Bangla-
Ocean G in | desh ille-

Perth. With the first step
towar: &reso!v‘ng con-

gD»

e et o
indian military persnnnel
on se

that the decision 1o replace
troops with civilian techni-

e
refusing to extend their vi-
sas. After Mr. Yameen was
defeated in elections by

Solih,

platform. So, that is where
we are.” said Ministry of
External Affairs Spokesper-
son Randhir Jaiswal in res-
ponse to questions about

move, that was first an-

moval of Indian military

by the
government on Wednes-
M Sl Sttt
d!cme the of

a “priority~.

cal had been ta-
ken, New Delhi had been
tightdipped on the matter,

saying only that the two
sides were seeking “worka-
ble~ and “mutually accep-
table~ solutions.

oher india And Maldiver
indicated that they were
restoring progress in some
of their other areas of stra-
tegic ratior

of bsennial (rilaleral mari-
time exercises called “Dos-

gal means.

be led by BSF DG Nitin

Agm—wal
10 data availa-
bic e e Hindu, since

©On vigil: Border Security Force personnel on patrol near the
ndia-Bangladesh border in Agartais, Tripura. FILE PHOTO

the BSF while she was en-
tering India along the
Cooch Behar border in
Wess Bengal. Photographs
of the teenager's body that
remained hanging on the
barbed wire fence for sev-
eral hours before being
brought down created a
huge public outcry in

BSF_officials say that

policy was an im-
pediment to their opera-

On February 4, howev- 16~ held between thetr “The criminals. who al-
er, Mr. Muizzu surprised coast guard services. | so include their indian ac-
many by to at the use
the Majlisorpar-  ton of the country-made bombs,
liament that a deal had in-  where oot puartict: | -akee esponsand  tonal ca
deed been st and bam-

d

being replaced in
the first batch of & total 88
Indian military personnel
to be stationed

in the Maldives.
The confirmation also
marks a major climbdown
by New Delhi that had ear-

portedly given India after
PM Modi met with Presi-
dent Muizzu in earty De-

and the leaders

Scaiialionona of the the
aviatio ms
recalled before March 10,
2024. The military person-
nel on the remaining two
plarforms will also be re-
called by May 10, 2024~
AMr. Muizza had said.

pated as an ohserv\evx Mal-
divian Defence Minister
Mohamed Ghassan Mau-
moon said that the Muizzu
government “places the
highest priority on ensur-
ing that close relations,
peace and stability is main®
tained

arp-edged wa
also use stones

boo logs to attack the per-
sonnel. In 2023 alone, 40
BSF personnel were in-
jured. Since the last round
of talks with BGB officials
in May 2023, 60 such cases
of attacks against BSF and

and neighbouring na-
hons~.

ivilians have been report-
ed,” a senior government
official said.

The BSF personnel use
regular weapons as and
when the situation de-
mands but the pmpom-m
o( moe -lethal

ch higher Among e tacal
firing incidents along the
border.

Data suggest that 2023
saw the least number of fir-
ing instances by BSF com-

Paed 1o the tast six years.
hile 287

weapons, those
lethal weapons which in-

‘20 Indians
sought help

to return from
battlefront’

NEW DELHI

India on Thursday for the
first time categorically stat-
ed that “around 20~ In-
dians had reached out to

mmmys official spokes~
person, Jaiswal,
said India was in contact
with Russia to bring back
the Indian nationals from
the zone where Russian
and Ukrainian forces are
Clashing.

"We have an under-
standing that 20-odd peo-

at 2,924 rounds. ture ar zone or get
uugm T et

The guidelines which are difficult,” Mr.

According to the Joint In- | Jaiswal said.

do G The had earlier

for Border Authorities,
1975, it is the duty of the
border guarding forces on
both sides o prevent the
entry of armed c
0150 yards on cither side.
The BGE delegation will
be apprised that since the
last round of talks with

17,637 Banglas
als were intercepeed by the
BSF al eastern bor-
der while 3,342 individuals
were caugh! =

Russian authorities and
that, as a result, several
had been released. But on

n Indians
who are still caught in the
Qifficult siruation. ~We are
with Rus-
an Samhorities Doth her
Delhi and also in
Moscow,” he said.

The Hindu had carried a
report that at least three In-
dians had been forced to
fight a3 “army securicy hel-
pers” for the Russian side.

Cabinet nod
for I24.420-cr.
subsidy for
P&K fertilizers

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Union Cabinet on

Thursday approved the nu-

trient-based subsidy (NBS)
u

sion of three more fertiliz-
er grades under the NBS
scheme.

The Centre said tenta-
tive budgetary require-

On the draw

ments for
would be about 24,420
crore.

naThe subeidy on nirogen

been fixed ar 4702

per kilogram, tic
(P) at T28.72 per kg (T20.82
per kg in 2023 rabi season),
potassic (K) at 22 38 per kg,
and sulphur (S) at T1.89 per
kg. The subsidy on nitro-
gen, potassic, and sulphur
was the same in the 2023
rabl season too.

LS polls: DMK allots two seats each to
CPIL CPI(M); Cong. seeks higher share

CHENNAL

The DMK on Thursday fi-
d

the DMK’s head office. An
agreement was signed bet-
ween DMK president and
(thef Ainister MK Stalin

State secretaries of the
(_pl(zu)and the CP1 — K. Ba-
lakrishna and R. Muthara-
san — to allot the seats.

In the 2019 general elec-
tion too, both the Left par-
ties had contested from
part of the

1a was
rived at during a meeting
between the Left parties at

c
(TNCC) president K. Selva-
perunthagai said that he

hoped that the DMK would
allot more seats this time
to the national party.

‘Strong ties

He was responding to seat-

sharing queries by media-
"

Asked whether he had
hope that the DMK would
give at least nine, phus one,

seats like in 2019, Mar. Selva-
perunthagai said: -1 have
hope that they e DMK]

a
Bhavan here. He said that
the tes betwen the DMK

on discreetly, he said that
the talks were transparent.
ng out that

Congress leader Rahul
i were b TS.
“We are holding talks a

ing between the partles
was finalised only in March
for the 2019 Lok Sabha
election, he said there
were days left to decide on

the same for this election.

Top court dismisses Vedanta plea to
reopen copper plant in Thoothukudi

NEW DELHL

The Supreme Court on

ity of fertilizers to farmers
at subsidised, affordable
and reasonable prices and
rationalisation of subsidy
on P&K fertilizers in view
of recent trends in the mn-
ternational prices of fertil-
izers and iny

“Inclusion of three new
grades in NBS will support
in promoting balanced soil
health and offer alterna-
tives to the framers to

cro-nutrients
per the sofl requirement,
the release added.

Mr. Th u.td with
this subsidy, DAP which i
old cusrently at n 350 per

an ap-
peal by Vedanta Sterlite to

pollution. endorsing the
Public’s right to health ov-
er sheer in ns.
A threejudge Bench
headed by Chief Justice of
india DY. Chandrachud
upheld a Madras High

Court dec of August
20.

Permanent

The High Court had o
firmed the decisions of the
Tamil Nadu government
and the State Pollution
Control Board to perma-
nently shus the plant down

A three judge Bench headed by €% DY. Chandrachud upheld 3

Macras High Court decision of August

option but to

been
of their plain duty to the
public, the court noted.

t 2020, FuE FrOTO

Chief justice Chandrachud

of inab
ment, public trust, and fi-
nally, © uter
should pay.

from its labilitses of its paﬂ
environmental violations.
Upholding  the

comprehensive.
The High Court had decid-
ed the case after hearing it
for 42 days.

Chief Justice Chandra-
chud said the High Court
was right to determine the
question of renewal of per-
mission for ration of
the copper plant, and not
Timnit its

Cabinet okays I75,000-crore
‘free electricity’ solar scheme

NEW DELHI

The Union Cabinet

closure of the plant in

2018.

The court refused to ex-
the adverse remarks

made by the High Court
against TNPCB for allowing
the plant to violate envi-
ronmental norms right un-

scheme officially unveiled
on Thursday would result
in free electricity 1o one
crore households.

The Centre will fund, an
accomp. press state-
ment from the Union Pow-
er Msnsuy says, 60% of
the cost for Installing 2 kW

systems, 260,000 for 2 kW
systems and 378,000 for 3
KW systems or higher” a
press statement from the
Ministry noted.

Applying for snluldy

AS a next ste

will apply o subssdy
through a Central portal

king process
providing relevant infor.

such as appro-
priate system sizes, beme-

fits  calkulator, vendor
rating, etc.

For the remaining
households will be able to

interest loan products of
around 7% at present for

Singh, had explained the -
nancing of the scheme dif-
ferently in an interaction
with reporters, as reported

rooftop solar systems for
free.

loans
The PSU, or its affiliated
agency, would be responsi-
ble for taking out a loan to
finance the component not
funded by the Central sub-
sldy This loan would be re-
the bank by con-
summ selling  surphss
power produced back to
the grid_
in his interaction, he
said that “60% of the cost



Cabinet okays X75,000-crore
free electricity’ solar scheme

Jacob Koshy

NEW DELHI

The Union Cabinet ap-
proved a 75,021-crore
package for the ‘PM-Surya
Ghar: Muft Bijli Yojana’
(PM  Free Electricity
scheme) to promote roof-
top solar (RTS) installa-
tions in India.

The scheme envisages
providing 300 units of
“free electricity” every
month to one crore house-
holds. However, it was not
immediately clear how the
scheme officially unveiled
on Thursday would result
in free electricity to one
crore households.

The Centre will fund, an
accompanying press state-
ment from the Union Pow-
er Ministry says, 60% of
the cost for installing 2 kW
(kilowatt) systems and 40%
of the cost for systems of
2-3 kW capacity.

Systems of higher wat-
tage will not be eligible for
central subsidy.

“At current benchmark
prices, this will mean
¥30,000 subsidy for 1 kW

systems, 360,000 for 2 kW
systems and ¥78,000 for 3
kW systems or higher,” a
press statement from the
Ministry noted.

Applying for subsidy
As a next step, households

will apply for subsidy
through a Central portal
and be able to select a suit-
able vendor for installing a
rooftop solar system. The
national portal will assist
the households in their de-
cision-making process by
providing relevant infor-
mation such as appro-
priate system sizes, bene-
fits calculator, vendor
rating, etc.

For the remaining costs,
households will be able to
“access collateral-free low-
interest loan products of
around 7% at present for
installation of residential
RTS systems up to 3 kW,”
the release noted. This im-
plies that minus the Cen-
tral subsidy, the rest of the
installation expenses have
to be borne by the aspirant
consumer.

Power Minister R.K.

e

Singh, had explained the fi-
nancing of the scheme dif-
ferently in an interaction
with reporters, as reported
by The Hindu, on February
3. He had said that public
sector units, affiliated to
the Ministry, would be
reaching out to “eligible”
households and install the
rooftop solar systems for
free.

Repaying loans

The PSU, or its affiliated
agency, would be responsi-
ble for taking out a loan to
finance the component not
funded by the Central sub-
sidy. This loan would be re-
paid to the bank by con-
sumers selling surplus
power produced back to
the grid.

In his interaction, he
said that “60% of the cost
of installation will be subsi-
dised by the Centre. For
the rest, [a Central] public
sector unit will take a loan
[from a bank] and will re-
pay from the cost of elec-
tricity [used by the house-
hold] over and above the
300 units.”

A IN W



ABOUT THE IS THERE ANY GOVERNMENT SUBSIDY?

TECHNOLOGCY ;swsidy e(:’f 3mi:sitsat'>leingmgi;|en by the ceani}ra;:e oov':;riwdn%rn; Thg:e —
nterested to solar plants can avail the s y from the ministry
Solar system is a photovoltaic  f new and renewal energy (MNRE) through CREST. The subsidy is

system in which electricity released to the applicant after commissioning of the project and receipt

generating panels are installed ¢ MN fdi i

O B 1 0 e vl rom the bontherat&so different categories

il institut den orm
mmw mn'mdm THE COST OF INSTALLATION
Chandigarh Renewal

HOW MUCH AREA Energy, Science and

IS REQUIRED? Technology Promotion 15 | 260,000
> Society (CREST) has

A rooftop solar plant # | fixed rates at which i ] S

generally requires around # | residents can get 10-20 | ¥58,000

100 square feet shadow free (. “ | solarplants from

area per kilowatt » ! | empanelled agencies

IS FINANCE OPTION
AVAILABLE?

HOW MUCH ENERGY &\ Ly g ify, 8123

, IS GENERATED? OF THE SYSTEM?
Banks do provide loan for solar ,
plant installations. The loan will 1 kW system can generate The life span of a solar panel is
cover up to 80% of the project upto 4.5 kWh per day around 40 years but the
cost at a fixed rate of interest depending upon the location manufacturers give a warranty

for a 5-year tenure and maintenance of the plant B LW 2 L0 B L5510



www.SolarSmiths.com

(

UNDER EXTREMELY HOT TEMPERATURE,
PV CELLS CAN PRODUCE MORE ELECTRICITY.

AV l

~ EXTREMELY HIGH TEMPERATURE | NORMAL TEMPERATURE

FACT:
PV CELLS USE SUNLIGHT AND NOT HEAT TO CONVERT INTO ELECTRICITY.
SO CONTRARY TO POPULAR BELIEF, HIGHER TEMPERATURES
ACTUALLY LOWER THE EFFICIENCY OF PV CELLS

Get free consultation, for your energy or electricity saving needs today!
Call us on +91 98703 93898/58/94/95 | or mail at sales@solarsmiths.com



Solar panels turn photons from the
sun into DC electricity.

used by the utility company.

The inverter turns DC current
into alternating current (AC)
for use in your home.
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T30-lakh penalty on Air India

over passenger’s death: DGCA

The the Directorate General ant\.dI Anriarion

(OGCAY, has imposed a penalty of

20 Laldh om Al

India for the death of an B0-year- ol p passenger
from a cardiac arrest after a delay in providing
him a wheelchair at the Mumbai airport, eardier
this month. The DGCA said that the airline falled

o conform to its rules on the ca

of persons

with disability. Alr india also didne't inform the
regulatar abomanyan:d.antaloalby the airline

agains: th =(s) and the airline
oo Tl 1o UL Ay orrectve aerions taken
o prevent the recurrence of such incidents"_

Railways removes loco pilot

from service for ‘n

The Northern Raflways h.as remowed from service

* cansing

loss of lves. 4 notes was issued by the senior

Sandeep Kumar,
adopted a shorteut and

The loco pilot,

failed (u fulﬁl his duties”. He

mproper engine

stabling procedures e e rolling down
along

with 53 wagons in the Firoapur Divis

lon.

d. “It alse brought a bad name to
and

the matice state
the safety image of Indian &

Northern Railway in particular

=y as a
itadded. e

India’s leopard population
rises to 13,874; M.P. on top

Forest survevors cover nearly 6.5 lakh km looking for carnivore signs across 20 States; man-andsmal

conflict is likely the reason for dedine in the big cat population by 22% in Uttarakhand, says repore

Iacob Koeshoy
PEW DHELHI

ndia’s leopard num-
| e

12,852 I 2018 to
13,874 in 2002, according
o a report made public I:vy
the Environment Ministry
on Thursday.

while the highest num-
ber of leopards were re-
ported in Madhya Pradesh
(3,907, only three other

portedly due to poaching

and

O the prowl: Leopards s very adesstable and tend to be found in
significant numbers in villages and sometmes, sven in cities. ars

Arunachal sz.d.asll Assam
and West Bengal saw a col-
lective 150% rise to 349
animals.

The survey covered 20
States of India, and fo-
cused on about 70% of the
animals’ expected habitat,
whn:h are India’s tiger re-

and protected forest
arens. Linlibe tgers, which

tend o be found in signifi-

cant . in villages
and sometimes, even in -
tes. They are also known
o prey on carde and thus
be involved in conflict, re-
sulting in higher mortality.

Habitat conservation
“About a third of the leo-
pards are within protected
areas. When

iiger reserves, e Al poin-
serwe leopard habirat. said
Gamar Gureshi of the Wil
diife Institute of tndia and
one of the authors of the

repore
d.lnabedb) prie:iretiP
Institute of India — only
ar forest  areas
where a similar survey was
done in 2018, The Shivalik
hills and Gangetic
plains recorded 3.4% year-
Iy decline, while Central
india and the Eastern
Ghats, the Western Ghats
and the hills of the north-
east, and the Brahmagpuira
flood  plains
growth of 1L5%,
iy per annum respec

tively. “The population in
the last four years s stable,

which also indicares the
growth s minimal and in

comparison 1o . leo-
Larion is likely
gerting impac peopile

in multiple use areas,” the
report added.

Leapard numbers have
declined in Ramnagar for-
est division {Utrarakhand),
where tiger numbers have
shown a very steep growth
in the past four years.
Abour 65% of the leopard
pﬁpulartlnn is present out-

ide protected areas in the
Shivatik landscape: In Ut
Tar Pradesh, both leapard

ci-up van that owerturned in an sccidert at the

Shahpura area of

ndori destrict an Thursday. aFe

14 killed as pick-up
van falls into valley
in Madhva Pradesh

BEOPAL

Fourteen people were
killed and more than 20 in-
Jured when an overloaded
plck-up  van  overturned
Lhd tall into & valley in Din

dene.” she rold
rsons
Dindori Superintendent

of Police Akhil Patel said
the driver and owner of the
vehicle had been arrested.
A case has been regisrered

Forest surveyors travel
E,41,449 km for carnivore

ation
4.70,81.851 photographs.
The sharp rise in oum-
bers reported out of the
northeastern States were
the result of a “sampling
arvefact™, sald Dr. Qureshd,

systemat|
er eameras installed.

were
deceased.

The incident took place

2 am when the

Eighy
women and a |e.q.-¢ar-n|d
. among  th

passengers were returming
from a function in Mandla
district. The driver lost
control of the vehicle and it
fiell into the valley.

Minister &a.nlpallya -
key sasd the victims hailed
from the tribal community.
“The Chief Minister has gi-
ven directions for a high-Je-
vel inquiry into the acci-

President Drougpadi
Murmu and Priove Minister
Marendra Modi expressed
grief over the incident. The
Prime Minksters Office an-
nounced an assistance of
22 lakh to the kin of each of
the deceased and $£50,000
for the injured.

Chief Minister Mohan
Yadav alse announced an
assistance of 4 lakh to the
kin of each of the
deceased.

Don’'t segregate prisoners on
basis of caste, religion: govt.

CELERSAL

The Union povernment has
maken a serious view of
some States discriminating
against_prisoners on the
basis of their caste and reki-

ihe Lion e M
ry wrote o the Chief Se-
cretaries of all States and
Umnion Territories urging
them to ensure that their
Jail Manuals did not
raln any discriminatory
provisions.

The Constitution of In-
dia prohibited any kind of
discrimination  on  the

nual, 2006, prepared by
the Ministry and circulated
o all Smtesalld'l_‘lﬂnn Tex-
rizories in May 2016,

Cithy prohilited caste aned
religion based discrimina-
tion of prisoners in the
management of the kitch
en or cooking of food on a

caste or religious basis
“The manual .qlso  pro-
vides that
ment to a gnupﬂfprlsﬁn-
ers  be a
particular caste or relng!on
is stricely prohibited. it
further provides thar
classification of prisoners
shall be allowed on

‘Coing by the provisions

ol the ).(a-lel Prison Ma-
3016, periodic health
d-et:'kup o prisnmers

should be conducted

Besides, health check-
up or screening of prison-
ers for infectious diseases,
including _sexually
mitted diseases (STDs),

grounds of socl
status, caste or class_. In
case any such provision esx-
ists, Immediare steps must
be taken to

and should be

A special health screen-
g camp for women and
prisoners was

the discriminatory provi
sion from the Manual/Act.
It s reiterated that there
should be no caste-based
assignment of duties or
work in the

prisons.” the
Minisory sasd.

Healthcare provisions
Stating that the medical

care of prisoners was one

ant concerns
of prison management, the
Ainistry said it had heen
sending advisories from
ime o tme o ensure that

Srell beng of Inmanes.

also among me rioTities.

Datn relating  to the
health-check camps
should be updated on the
e-Prisons  portal  imple-

mented as part of the e-pri-
s0ns project to create end-
to-end information tech-

ations. The Ministry alse
stressed  digltisation  and
availability of prisones re-
cords an

w informarion related o
the prisoners.

Armed forces likely
to get non-functional
upgrade benefit

REW DELHI

In a meve to address one of
the core anomalies of the
Services with their ciwil
counterparts in the govern-
ment, the Centre has de-
cided to grant non-func-
tonal  upgrade  (NFLD
benefit over which a legal
battle has been going on
for some time.

“The government has
(aken & decislon o murm
the court in the next hear-
ing that the armed forces
will also be glven NFU” an

ial source said

O E U etities il officers
of a batch who are not pro-
moted o draw the salary
and grade pay that the se-
niormost officer_of their
baich Bet races-
rain period. The Sixth Pay
Commission had granted
NFU to most officers of Or-
ganised Group ‘A" services
but not the military. Ho-
wever, the Seventh Pay
Comamission (SPC) gave a

il gee arrears of )
to TE lakh and

mixed verdict on it and the
issue was referred to the
anomalies committee fol-

Lancet study shows obesity
rates going up across world

CEIER™NAL

Obesity rates among chil-
dren  and adolescents
worldwide Increased four

s

adulis have more than dou-

bled, a new study pu-

blishied In The Lancet has
reweal

The muu mumber of

children, and

lowing strong
from the three Services.
Once granted, the big-
gust benefictaries ol MEU
would be officers in the
rank of Lieutenant-Colo-
mel.  Lieutenan:-Colonels
who don't get empanelled
to the next rank remain in

lakh to T10 lakh, the source
said.

adults  worldwide  Hving
‘with obesity has surpassec

. In total, 159
millien children and ado-
lescents, and £79 million
adulis were obese in 2022,

Form of malnutrition
Along with the declining
prevalence of people who
rderweight | siace
1590, Desity has become
the most common form of
malmutrition in most coun-
wries, said the paper that
analysed global data esti-
maes.

The study was condusct-
ed by the NCD Risk Factor
Collaboration (NCD-REsC),

enmmen form of malnutrtion
i mast countries. GETTY IMAGES

in collaboration with the
World Health Organiza-
thon. Over 1,500 research-
ers in more than 190 coun-
tries analysed weight and
height measurements of
over 220 million people

and  undesweight
changed worldwide from
1990 o 20022
Representatives  frome
the Madras Diabetes Re-
search were
among the co-authors of

the study in India. V. Mo-

countrywide IMdiab study,
were co-authors.

as part of the INdab stdy
that both abdominal obesi-
ty and generalised obesity

As per The Lancet pap-
er, in India,. the obesity
from 0.1% in
1990 to 31% in 2022 for
girls, and 0.1% to 3.9%, for

In the prevalence of

creased from 1.2% in 1990
10 0_E In 2002 and in men
from 0.5% to 5.4%.
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FAITH
Tattvas underlying avataras

The Vedic observation "afAvandnd bahudhA viiAyars™
shows us that Lord Narayana takes many avataras. In the
Bhagavad Gita, Lord Krishna says to Arjuna: bahunf e
viaritAni jenmAni, that He has taken m
births_ Thus, apart from (he well known 10 avataras, the
Lord took many more avataras. In each, His glory shone
mnrealuimore
e became like & well polished ruby, sald M.A. Venlka-

saliriabnan i a
e cmins of G avataras

When we are born, we tend to sink lower and lower, be-
cause of our thoughts and de merit of shining
thr, successive births, belamgs so{elyto}(l

In the Gita, Krishna says: janma karersa cha me divyan
. fyakrvA dERam punar janme moi

In this verse, Krishna says that His avataras and His
deeds in those avataras are unique and flawless. He who
understands the tattva of His avataras will never be re-

barn. In other words, e who understands avatara tativa




India’s leopard population
rises to 13,874; M.P. on top

Forest surveyors cover nearly 6.5 lakh km looking for carnivore signs across 20 States; man-animal

conflict is likely the reason for decline in the big cat population by 22% in Uttarakhand, says report

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

ndia’s leopard num-
l bers rose by 8% from

12,852 in 2018 to
13,874 in 2022, according
to a report made public by
the Environment Ministry
on Thursday.

While the highest num-
ber of leopards were re-
ported in Madhya Pradesh
(3,907), only three other
States reported over 1,000
animals each — Maharash-
tra (1,985), Karnataka
(1,879) and Tamil Nadu
(1,070). While Uttarakhand
reported a 22% decline in
the big cat numbers — re-
portedly due to poaching
and man-animal conflict,
Arunachal Pradesh, Assam
and West Bengal saw a col-
lective 150% rise to 349
animals.

The survey covered 20
States of India, and fo-
cused on about 70% of the
animals’ expected habitat,
which are India’s tiger re-
serves and protected forest
areas. Unlike tigers, which
are largely confined to for-
est reserves, leopards are
far more adaptable and
tend to be found in signifi-

On the prowl: Leopards are very adaptable and tend to be found in
significant numbers in villages and sometimes, even in cities. ANI

cant numbers, in villages
and sometimes, even in ci-
ties. They are also known
to prey on cattle and thus
be involved in conflict, re-
sulting in higher mortality.

Habitat conservation

“About a third of the leo-
pards are within protected
areas. When we conserve
tiger reserves, we also con-
serve leopard habitat,” said
Qamar Qureshi of the Wil-
dlife Institute of India and
one of the authors of the

report. The analysis —
coordinated by the Wildlife
Institute of India — only
looked at forest areas
where a similar survey was
done in 2018. The Shivalik
hills and the Gangetic
plains recorded 3.4% year-
ly decline, while Central
India and the Eastern
Ghats, the Western Ghats
and the hills of the north-
east, and the Brahmaputra
flood plains recorded
growth of 1.5%, 1%, and
1.3% per annum respec-

tively. “The population in
the last four years is stable,
which also indicates the
growth is minimal and in
comparison to tigers, leo-
pard population is likely
getting impacted by people
in multiple use areas,” the
report added.

Leopard numbers have
declined in Ramnagar for-
est division (Uttarakhand),
where tiger numbers have
shown a very steep growth
in the past four years.
About 65% of the leopard
population is present out-
side protected areas in the
Shivalik landscape. In Ut-
tar Pradesh, both leopard
and tiger numbers have in-
creased, the report noted.

Forest surveyors travel
6,41,449 km for carnivore
signs and prey abundance
estimation. Camera traps
were deployed at 32,803
locations, resulting in
4,70,81,881 photographs.

The sharp rise in num-
bers reported out of the
northeastern States were
the result of a “sampling
artefact”, said Dr. Qureshi,
meaning that previous
years saw very little of a
systematic survey and few-
er cameras installed.
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- True carnivores that are excellent
ambush predators
- Feed on anything they can overpower, from
mid-size ungulates, to domestic livestock,
dogs, birds, and rodents

ACTIVITY
-Mostly solitary, nocturnal creatures, also
seen at dusk and dawn in forests. Entirely

nocturnal close to human presence
- Territorial.
- Leopard densities can reach 5 animals
per 100 sq km in densely populated human
landscapes like western India

“\9

BLACK PANTHER
- Dark morphs or black leopards, often called

black panthers, are the same species, but with

recessive melanistic genes
- Spots are hidden under the dark coat

/%
Ny
£

INDIAN LEOPARD

Highly adaptable big cat can live close to humans

POPULATION
around 7,910
(2014 census in
surveyed areas);
thought to be around
12,000-14,000
across India

WEIGHT
50-77 kg [males];
29-34 kg (females)

Coats have black rosettes

Each coat pattern

is unique and makes
individuals identifiable

GEDGRAPHIC RANGE
Indian subcontinent [all states), Nepal,
Pakistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan,
Myanmar, China

HABITAT
Forest, shrubland,

savanna, grassland,

rocky areas,
mountains, desert

Large head, powerful jaws

Have an gasily recognisable
sawing/rasping call

™

CuBsS
- Females usually give birth to two cubs after a
gestation period of 90-105 days
- Only the female cares for the cubs, who
remain with the mother for about 1.5-2 years

M -

AGILE CAT 7
- Excellent at climbing trees
- Can run down a tree head-first
- Can carry large prey up a tree to protect it
from other carnivores including tigers and
wild dogs

THREATS
- ATRAFFIC study reports that between
2001-2010 at least 2 leopards were
killed each week for the illegal wildlife
trade in India
- Population has declined by 75-90% in
the last two centuries
- Poisoning and retaliatory killing
- Poaching for pelts and body parts.
- Become roadkill when roads and
highways run through forests
- Conflict with livestock herders
- Hunting




POPULATION

REACHES NEW HEIGHTS

Leopard Population

*Represents population of 70% of leopard habitat
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As part of global tiger census, Wildlife Institute of India (WII) is
set to release report on leopard sightings by month-end.

INDIAN LEOPARD NEWS

/
/
‘

Last census on India’s leopards_cond_ucted in 2014 which
estimated cat’s population b/w 12,000 and 14,000.

~ While quadrennial tige_r su;vey is c;nér—e;)iece of WII and

CENSUS . \ ; )
‘ environment ministry-coordinated undertaking, exercise also

estimates population of other animals by relying on camera
trap images

Panthera pardus

R _]ﬁ_ In India, found in all forest types, ONLY exception
" | being desert and mangroves of Sundarbans

| Schedule 1 of Wildlife Protection Act (WPA), 1972

Appendix I of CITES

Vulnerable on IUCN Red List




Lancet study shows obesity
rates going up across world

Ramya Kannan
CHENNAI

Obesity rates among chil-
dren and adolescents
worldwide increased four
times from 1990 to 2022,
while obesity rates among
adults have more than dou-
bled, a new study pu-
blished in The Lancet has
revealed.

The total number of
children, adolescents and
adults worldwide living
with obesity has surpassed
one billion. In total, 159
million children and ado-
lescents, and 879 million
adults were obese in 2022.

Form of malnutrition
Along with the declining
prevalence of people who
are underweight since
1990, obesity has become
the most common form of
malnutrition in most coun-
tries, said the paper that
analysed global data esti-
mates.

The study was conduct-
ed by the NCD Risk Factor
Collaboration (NCD-RisC),

Obesity has become the most
common form of malnutrition
in most countries. GETTY IMAGES

in collaboration with the
World Health Organiza-
tion. Over 1,500 research-
ers in more than 190 coun-
tries analysed weight and
height measurements of
over 220 million people
aged five years or older.
They reportedly looked at
body mass index (BMI) to
understand how obesity
and underweight have
changed worldwide from
1990 to 2022.
Representatives from
the Madras Diabetes Re-
search Foundation were
among the co-authors of

the study in India. V. Mo-
han, Anjana Ranjit and Gu-
ha Pradeepa, who were al-
so instrumental in the
countrywide INdiab study,
were co-authors.

Coexisting conditions
Dr. Mohan said that in In-
dia, both obesity and un-
derweight continue to co-
exist. “We have also seen,
as part of the INdiab study
that both abdominal obesi-
ty and generalised obesity
are increasing in the popu-
lation, with of course varia-
tions in rural areas.”

As per The Lancet pap-
er, in India, the obesity
rate increased from 0.1% in
1990 to 3.1% in 2022 for
girls, and 0.1% to 3.9%, for
boys.

In the prevalence of
obesity category for girls
and boys, India ranked
174th highest in the world
in 2022. Among adults, the
change was starker: in wo-
men, the obesity rate in-
creased from 1.2% in 1990
to 9.8% in 2022 and in men
from 0.5% to 5.4%.



Obesity &

Overweight

% of obese population (NFHS-5):
According to the World Health P _
Organization (WHO), —  Rural India

19.7

overweight is a BMI = 25; and

obesity is a BMI = 30. Urban India
33.2
% of Overweight Indians:
Men: State/UT with high % of
NFHS-4 G 18.9 overweight/obese females:
NFHS-5 QI 22.9  Puducherry RN 46%
" Chandigarh [ 44 %
omen: :
Delhi %
e e | _4100
i Tamil Nadu IR 41 %
-5 D -

24 Punjab I 41%
Children below 5 years of Age State/UT with high %
NFHS-4 @ 2.1 of overweight/obese men:
NFHS-5 @ 3.4 Andaman&nNicobar [EEREEN 45%

«NFHS-4(2015-16) and Puducherry [N 43%
NFHS-5(2019-21) Lakshadweep [N 41 %
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Overweight and Obesity

e Overweight and obesity are defined as abnormal or
excessive fat accumulation that may impair health.

Body mass index (BMI) is a simple index of
weight-for-height that is commonly used to classify
overweight and obesity in adults. It is defined as a
person's weight in kilograms divided by the square of
his height in meters (kg/m2).

For adults, WHO defines overweight and obesity as
follows:

o overweight is a BMI greater than or equal to 25; and

e obesity is a BMI greater than or equal to 30.

UNDERWEIGHT
EXTREMLY OBESE




Steps by other states

In May 2023, Assam Police said it will start offering
voluntary retirement to all obese personnel (those
having BMI of 30+) if they fail to reduce their weights by
November 2023.

In 2018, the Karnataka State Reserve Police told its
personnel to slim down or potentially lose their jobs.
The decision was made after over a 100 policemen died
in just over a year in the state due to lifestyle-related
diseases, linked to obesity.

In 2012, Andhra Pradesh introduced extensive physical
training for its police officers, after reports showed that
nearly 40 per cent of the force was overweight.
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satellite

]
RELTERS

tran anncunced on Thursday the Launch of 2 remote sensing and

imaging sateliite into orbit from Russia,

state
launch of ‘Pars-1” with the Russian Soyuz-2.1b launcher was

broadcast Bve by state media in kan.

. 9t was launched “from Russis’s

Vostochny lsunch base”, sccording to the IRNA news agency. A7

JERUSALEM
Israel Minister

ultra-Orthodox

Jews should join military service

-~

Israel’s Defence Minister Yoav Gallant has called for
dox Jewish community to be envolled in mi

uitra-Orthoy

TEXAS

Largest recorded wildfire in State
history scorches Texas Panhandle

-

servi
25 the Gaza war rages on. “We must all beae the burden” Mr. Galiant
said, addressing what has fong been 2 divisive political msue in =
country with mandatory mditary service for most citizens. AFP

=3

A wil across the Texas Panhandie became the largest

in State history on Thursd:

iy, Srowing to nearty 1.700 square miles

of scorched rural ranchlands and destroyed homes. The fires

as snow fell

and
Gipped, but it was s2ill untamed and threatening more death. 45

WA

NGTON

Biden administration will probe

Chinese-made ‘smart cars

sen:
could Lead to new regulations aimed ut preventing China from using
sophisticated technology in electric cars. AFP

West’s support to Ukraine fraught
with global nuclear war risk: Putin

Ahead of next month's

President
i Putin
on Thurs-
day to fulfll Moscow's goals
in Ukraine and sternly
warned the West a
deeper lnvol\‘etnenz o stie
fighting, saying

move Is fraught with the
risk of a global nuclear
conflict

€.
Mr. Putin’s blunt warn-
ing came i a state-of-the-

un-
derlining his readiness to
raise the stakes in the tug-
ofwar with the West to
protect the Russian gal
in Ukraine._

In an apparent refe-
rence to French President
Emmanuel Macron's state-
ment earlier this week that
the future deployment of

o “r: uences
for the countries who de-
cide to do that.

Mr. Putin noted that

1. Russian President vows to fulfil Moscow’s
irresponsible; tells them to keep in mind that his country also has weapons ‘that can strike targets on their territory”

Strict warning: Ukrainian servicemen prepare a L
fire towards Russian troops near Bakhmut. REUTE

while accusing Russia of
plans to attack NATO allies
in Europe, Western allies
were “selecting targets for
striking our territory™ and
~talking about the passibil-
ity of sending a NATO con-
tingent to Ukraine ™

“we the fate

consequences for the po-
tential invaders will be far
more tragic™

In a two-hour speech
before an audience of law-
makers and top officials,
Mr. Putin cast Western

aders as reckdess and ir-

of those who sent their
troop contingents to the
territory of our country,”
the Russian leader said in
an apparent allusion to the
failed invasions by Napole-
on and Hitler. “Now the

and
that the West should keep
in mind that “we also have

the weapons that can
strike €s on their terri-
tory, and what they are

ing the world with, all that

in Ukraine: he casts Western leade:

ratses the real threat of a
nuclear conﬂlcl that will
tion of

“ readiness”
The strong statement fol-
lowed earlier warnings
from Mr. Putin, who has is-
su

as

his speech thar fo-

cumed heav ily on economic

and social issues

the March IS to 17 presi-

dential vote, Mr. Putin ar-

gued that Russia was ~de.
ending its

Spain’s top court opens
‘street terrorism’ probe
into Carles Puigdemont

Agence France-Presse
MADRID

Spain's top court said on
Thursday & was opening

investigation into Cata-
Tan scparatist lead Carles
“terro-

securl(y and prolel:nng
our compatriots” in

of Russia’s nuclear might
since he sent troops Into
Ukraine in February 2022

ing that the military has de-
ployed potent new wea-
. some of them tested
on battlefield  in
Ukraine.
The Kremlin leader sald
they include the new Sar.
heavy intercontinental
ballistic ralssile that has en-
tered service with Russian
nuclear forces. along v wnm
the Burevestnik ai
wered crulse misalle and
the Poseidon atomic-po-
wered, ear-armed
drone, which are complet-
ing their tests.

raine, that the
Russian forces have the up-

per hand in the fighting.
e reaffir his claim

thiat the Weat was beat o6
destroying Russia, saying

rism~ chuges over prot-
ests linked to Catalonia’s
falled 2017 independence

bid.

‘The Supreme Court sasd
it had decided “to investi-
gate and. where appro-
priate, prosecute” Mr.

“for

“they need a

o whatever they
want” The Russian leader
honoured the troops fallen
in Ukraine

offences in relation to the
D

‘

Carles Puigdemont

leaders were put on trial
and on the day their sen-
tence was handed down in
October 2019,

tion or part of it~.
“evidence

events  under
tion”, it added. citing his
Involtement in the group's
creation “to s

and order and to serlnusly

destabilise  democratic
institutions™.

= 1
complicate life for Spanish
Py er Pedro San-

chez, whose minority left-
wing government relies on
=3

of access

case”.

Democratic Tsunami is
a secretive Cac
that

to airport for
several hours.
The  unprecedented

Spain’s government is
currently in the process of

protest the can-

with a
of silence, and said that
military veterans should
form the core of the coun-
try’s new elite, inviting
them to join a new training
program for senior civil
servants.

Mr. Putin has repeatedly
said that he sent roops in-
to Ukraine In February
2022 to protect Russtan in-
terests and prevent Uk-
Faine from posing o walor
security threat to Russia by

Joining NATO.

of protests
Jafled 13 pro-independence

leaders, two years after
their botched bid to sepa-
rate the rich northeastern

o bid
sparked Spain’s worst pol-
Irical crists in decades.

Mr. Puigde-
mont fled Spain to avoid
prosecution, his fellow

of more than 100

the court

up
law that was demanded by
Puigdemont’s party in ex-

mentary support
vember vote to reappoint
S as

referred to the crime of
“street terrorism®™.

The aim, it said, was to
“undermine law and or-
der, to seriously breach the
peace, to cause serious
harm to the functioning of
an international org;
tion or to cause a sense of
terror within the popula-

The draft law, which
was shot down by lawmak-
ers in late January, is cur-
rently being reformulated
but will essentially offer an
amnesty to those wanted

by the justice system owver
the failed independence
bid, M.
Puigdemont.

Silent advocacy

Protestors with cloths covering their mouths, hold 3 banner which reads “Freedom of conscience’ during a silent pro-
Pariz as the Senate started debates Sor inclusion of abortion in the constitution. AFP

fe demonstration in

Pakistan parliament swears in new
members as Imran’s allies protest

ISLAMABAD
Pakistans National As-
ses ; swore in newly
elected members on

former Premier Imran
Khan protested what they
claim was a rigged
election.

Lawmakers from Mr.
Khan's Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf party repeatedly
chanted “Vote-thief!™ as
Shehbaz Sharif, who's ex-
pected to form the govern-
ment, entered the lower
house of parliament with
his brother Nawaz Sharif.
Both men are former Pre-

their cam

in and outside
parliament

The government
will face challenges imchad:
ing a surge in moilicant az.

tacks shortages of
energy; as well as an ailing

The PTI has called for
nationwide rallies on Sa-
turday.

The party claims it re-
sults were changed in do-
zens of constituencies to
prevent it from winning a
majority. a charge the Elec-
tion C of Pakis-

miers. Outgoing National
S Raja

Pervez Ashraf adminis-
gered the oath to incoming
legislators at n

The house echoed with
chants of “Long Live Sha-
rifl~ when the brothers
signed the register after
taking thelr oaths of office.

ardari, the

ymmg chalnnan of the Pa-
kistan People’s Party and a
key Sharif ally, was met

Khan's PT1 told reporters
that they will continue
their campaign against the
rigging in the elections in
and outside parliament.
Vea, the elecrion hasbeen
rigged,” Gohar Al
Rhan, e erree Bl o

tan denies.
After the February 8
elections, observers from
the Commonwealth
praised election officials
for holding the vote des.
pite mukiple militant at-
tacks, but the U.S. State De-
partment said that the vote
was held under restric-
tions of freedoms of ex-
pression, assoclation and
peaceful assembly.

Britain descending into ‘mob rule’ amid protests
against Israel-Hamas war;, warns Prime Minister

LONDON

Prime Minister Rishi Sunak
said Britain s descending

rule” because of
the pressures created by

behaviour~ thars intended

“shout down free debate
and stop elected represen-
tatives doing th.

“There is a yawing con-
sensus that mob rule is re-
placing democratic rule,”

rule “wil exaggerates
the ssue and risks delegiti-
mising the rights of peace-
ful protest.”

Mass protests have
drawn hundreds of thou-
sands of people to central

sbducted roughly 250, In
the October
The protests have been

have been among those on
pro-cease-fire marches. Di-
yisions over the conlict

ritish pol-

though there have been

have
itics, with some e bt
saying they fear for their
safety  after

UK., U.S. slam Hong Kong’s
proposed new security law

LONDON

The United States and Bri-
tain on Wednesday criti-
cised the Hong Kong go-

Beljing imposed a national

“We are particularly
concerned by Hong Keng

major < s —

subversion, terrortsm, and
collusson foreign forc-
es — rang-

adopt broad and vague e
nm of ‘state secrets’

I.ngupmllle!nprimn,

dm.;nuldbemdmeum-



TEHRAN

Iran launches imaging satellite
‘Pars-I’ into orbit from Russia

. REUTERS
Iran announced on Thursday the launch of a remote sensing and
imaging satellite into orbit from Russia, state media reported. The
launch of ‘Pars-I’ with the Russian Soyuz-2.1b launcher was
broadcast live by state media in Iran. It was launched “from Russia’s

Vostochny launch base”, according to the IRNA news agency. AFP




Tata to build India’s first fab as Cabinet
approves X1.25 lakh cr. of chip facilities

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Union Cabinet on
Thursday approved three
semiconductor proposals
totalling 1,25,600 crore,
and to be located at Dhole-
ra and Sanand in Gujarat,
and Morigaon in Assam.

The Dholera and Mori-
gaon facilities would be
built by Tata Electronics
Pvt. Ltd. and Tata Semi-
conductor Assembly and
Test Pvt. Ltd. The former
would be India’s first full-
fledged fabrication unit
with capacity to produce
50,000 ‘wafer starts’ — the
initial form of silicon chips
— per month.

The announcement
marks a milestone in In-
dia’s efforts to kick-start a

Ashwini Vaishnaw

semiconductor ecosystem
as while most of the cur-
rent investments through
government subsidies and
Productivity-Linked Incen-
tive schemes have only
yielded less sophisticated
packaging plants that rely
on raw and intermediate
material from other sourc-
es, fabrication is a more
fundamental, expensive

and technologically exten-
sive domain. The move al-
so reflects growing pres-
sures on global electronics
supply chains to diversify
away from China.

Tech from Taiwan
Powerchip Semiconductor
Manufacturing Corpora-
tion (PSMC) of Taiwan
would be the technology
partner for the fab unit,
while the technology
partners for the assembly
and testing unit in Mori-
gaon had been kept confi-
dential at their request, Mi-
nister of Electronics and
Information Technology
Ashwini Vaishnaw said.
The Dholera unit would
make “high performance
compute chips with 28 na-
nometre technology,” and

also produce chips for
power management,
which Mr. Vaishnaw said
accounted for a large part
of semiconductor demand.
Both facilities would cater
to domestic demand and
also export chips, the Mi-
nister added.
Construction  would
start within 100 days, he
said, adding that the work
would hopefully be com-
pleted well before the stan-
dard 5-year timeline for
such facilities. Micron’s
chip assembly facility, an-
nounced last year, would
be completed by Decem-
ber, Mr. Vaishnaw added.
The facilities an-
nounced on Thursday will
create 20,000 direct jobs
and 60,000 indirect jobs,
the IT Ministry estimates.
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KEY DECISIONS BY UNION CABINET ON THE DAY NSO RELEASES GROWTH DATA

GDP growth accelerates
10 8.4%0in Q3, estimate
forFY24 pegged at 7.6%

Shows strength of Indian economy, its
potential, our efforts will continue: PM

AANCHAL MAGAZINE
NEW DELHI. FEBRUARY 29

INDIA'S GROSS Domestic
Product (GDP) srowth surged to
a six-guarter high of S.4% in
Octobes-December, pushing up

the growth rate for 2023-24 to
6% as against the earlier esti-
mate of 73X data for third quar-
er Gl cond a
Tirrates for 202324 retoased by
the National Stagistical Office
(NSO} on Thursday stowed.
Even as agricultural growth s

expected to semain subdued at
O.7% FY24 GDP is seen gaining
from a fow base effect. and an
ower X growth in

Big leap for chip mission:
3 plants, Rs 1.26 lakh crore
investment get Govt nod

Tata plans India’s first semiconductor
fabrication plant with Taiwan partner

ARIK

8%
g mining and Snancial services.
lnl‘.lleuu-dqn.umclmrul—
rentfinancial yeas Mo sec
rarulactr g posted the high-
est growth rate in double digics ar
TLEE, wihiile e COnSTraction sec-
tor grew 9.5%. Agriculture
CONTINUED ONPAGE

Not even the wickedest FM can
tweak state tax share: Sitharaman

‘Govt agencies
will go afterevery
fellow who has
got black money”

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI. FEBRUARY 29
THE TAX devolution share of
oo, can tweak i
stame

or the other. lJn-m r-ume
Miinister!

FM Sitharaman at the Adda
Juru

in Benga.

Amit Chaloavarty

soumy B,
NEW DELHI FEBRUARY 29

THE UNION Cabinet on
Thursday approved three chip
refated projects worth sbout Rs
1.26 lakh crore. including what
could be India’s first semicon—
duczos fabrication plant, which

Union Minister Ashwini

the fo 0 partnership w
Taiwan-ba: rerchip
(PSMC) at an estimated cost

Rs 91.000 crore in Gujarar's

12 The plant will have
pacity to produce 300 cro|
chips every year. which will cater
10 Industries like high pesform-
ance computing. electric vehi-
cles, defence. elec-

conference on the Cabinet
decisions. Ams Mokra

Typically. 3 new fabrication
plant — froen the date of comple-
tion of construction -- takes
about 4-5 years 10 produce the
first batch of chips. In a briefing.
Vaishauws said thas time could be
reduced in the case of Tata-
PSASC

roaics. among other thirgs. The
construction of the Eacility will
begin in less than 100 days. IT
Minister Astnwini Vsishaw sid.
PSMC &5 2 major enu[) i the
chip manufacturing space. and
ranks among the 1op ten semi-

land has already

First fab plant
can help plug
in to global
value chain

SOUMYARENDRA BARIK
& ANILSASI
NEW DELHI. FEBRUARY 29

AS THE Union Cabénet approved
2 stew of semiconducror related

s cotalling investments of
about Rs 126 Laich croee, the real
breakthrough was the Tata
Group's semiconductor fabrica-
tion plant in partnership with

I%E.

=
e—play foundry that rolls ot
wiaers for

will begin soca.
The spprovals are 2 major fl-
1ip to Indix's sermiconductor

bitsons. As geopolitical tensions.

at the Express Adda
Thee Sucliony gk ik engalians
Wednesday. She 2150 said more

:h.m thms exxernal

RAJASTHAN SCHOOL AT CENTRE OF ROW

A play and an interfaith
elopement: What led to
suspension of 3 teachers
over conversion claims

The government school in Kota's Khajuri Odpr. Hemes khan

HAMZA KHAN
SANGOD (KOTA), FEBRUARY 29

ON REPUBLIC Day. at 3 govern-
ercuia seiior secondisry schack i
Rajasthy ESTrct. a girl st
denc pelsomryu\g Bharat Mata
ook centerstageina phyy. One by
oo aHindu, a Mustim,a S and
a Christian character attempted
£o mould her nto their identity.
fore beginaning to fight oves he:

#ERie India’s young sitting on rising obesity curve, shows [Lancet study

MASCARENHAS
PUNE FEBRUARY 29

INDEA COULD be facing an obe-
B sy epidemic. with alarm belis

Watchful citizens, also played by
students, thwarted their at-
cempts, with the play ending with
the “refigions” uniting and the
Tricolour being waved.

It was 3 sarva dharma sadb-
hav natak and as teachers, it is

Ser

slobal . The Indian
Bxpresshadfirs

Tata Groap was looking to set up
2fabrication plant in the country.

Trinamool Congress leader Shahjahan Sheikh being produced at the Basirhat court in North

24 Parganas, West Bengal. on

The party

him for six years. #71

-

ber of industries. clucting high-

1o begin in about three months.

The ju
\Vlule still 2 blueprint. this

narks 3 big leap for India
ONPAGES

Cong staves
off crisis in
Himachal for
now, 6 rebels
dlsquallﬁed

TMC strongman Shahjahan Sheikh,
on the run for 55 days, finally held

SWEETY KUMARI
KOLKATA FEBRUARY 29

TRINAMOOL CONGRESS (TMC}
han Sheikh,

nity. one of unity.~ said Karmlesh

Bairwa.  princ p.u ol e

Gowvesnment Ser ary
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

than three per cent prevalence
amaong children and teens, an in-
« three perc

hes et D o thes fiam fot 55
days. was arrested by West
Bengal Police on Thursday in
connection with an attac

presents a risk to health. A body
mass index { BMI) over 2S5 iscon-

over
ponts from 1990,
Obesity is also a concern
adults, with female obe-

sity prevalence increasing

sidered it and 30
is obese. The new study

that 44 million women and 26
million men aged abowve 20 in
India were found to be over-

January on_ Enforcement
Directorate (ED) officials who
had gone © conduct searches at
his house in Sandeshkhali in
Noeth 24 Parganas
Hours after his arrest, the
perded him for six years.
Sheikh was taken into cus-
tocly aday after the Caloutta High
Court said that he could be ar-

rested by the CBL the ED or the
West Bengal Police. When

SHIMLA NEW DELHL FES29

VI CRECES Ok Selpped The

Sheikivs Lnwyer ed the
High Court after the arrest on
Thirsday toseek t hearing
of abailplea. the court refused to
grant it and said it had “no sym-
pathy™~ for the TMC leader. It
astaedbls Leyert spnear bt

INUED ON PAGE 2

THE OBESITY NUMBERS

n.m.nn.u Pradesh following
-voting by six of its MLAS in
The R_\_:y.l Sabha election on
Tuesday seems to have blow!
over Sor nowe.
AllsexMIAsweredisqualified
CONTI

Delhi cricket’s steep
slide: Association
sits on report that
flagged what’s wrong;

Madan Lal, Valson, Lamba report indicts
DDCA on selection; chief Rohan Jaitley
says he wasn't asked, never got report

The Arun Jaitley

NIHAL KOSHIE
% DELHL FEBRUARY 29

THE DELHI District Cricket

thon process that bypasses the
chief selector and is marked

“rampant interference” of its
Sficials.
T

mal showing Last season. The
roup. chasen by DOCA, incldes

f DDCA. siie

fwo 1983 World Cup w
facian Lat and Sesil Valsan and
firsz-class player Vinay Lamba |

EXPRESS NETWORK

MODI, JUGNAUTH
INAUGURATE
AIRSTRIP, JETTY ON
MAURITIUS ISLAND =
SC: NO AUTOMATIC
VACATION OF STAY
AFTER 6 MONTHS o

abetes among teens.
Dr Guha Pradeepa. co-author

of the study and Head,
india World Department of Research
1980 2022 S50 202 Operations and  Diabetes
Complications at the Madras

Mea | 11 | 26 67 | 37 s Soindari

we have now moved towards 2
diet that is high in energy bus

Sow in nustrients — refined car-
bobwydrates. high fat. meat prod-
wcts, and processed -

foods. In.
Gition. 2 range of behavioural
Eactors could also have a poten.

BusINESS as Usuarn

vergens peaks show that India



BAIL AND RELATED
PROVISIONS IN INDIA@GEERZY ¢

“The issue of bail is one of liberty, justice, public safety, and burden of the public
treasury, all of which insist that a developed jurisprudence of bail is integral to a
socially sensitised judicial process.”

~Justice V.R. Krishna lyer




Grants protection to individuals arrested or

I Constitutional Provision for Arrest - Article 22:
detained, with detention classified into two types:

~ Punitive detention: To punish a person for an
offence committed by him after trial and
conviction in a court

~ Preventive detention: Detention of a person
without trial and conviction by a court

Criminal Procedure Code, 1973: Doesn’t define bail,
but defines bailable and non-bailable offences:

;

ype of Offence Bailable Non-Bailable

B Defined An offence Any offence other
under CrPC mentioned in than bailable
as: Schedule 1, or

An offence made
bailable by any
other law

B Power to Bail as a right Court/Police

Grant Bail discretion based
on the facts




Types of Bails in India

Regular Bail: Court’s order to release
person under arrest in police custody

relief until application for Anticipatory
Bail or Regular Bail is decided

Anticipatory Bail: Bail granted
preemptively to prevent arrest

I Default Bail: When police fail to

I Interim Bail: Court grants temporary

complete investigation within
specified period

B Medical Bail: Solely on medical grounds

Cancellation of Bail - Certain Grounds

Misuses his liberty by indulging in
criminal activity

B Interferes with course of investigation

B Tampering of evidence

B Threatens witnesses, etc



Bail vs Parole vs Probation

Bail

Parole

Probation

B Temporary release
of defendant
awaiting trial or
appeal, secured by
deposit to guarantee
their appearance
in court

B Granted by Judge

When person gets
some time off from
jail sentence, for

instance, to fulfil
some requirements

By Parole Board

Suspension of
sentence of an
offender, allowing to
stay in community
under supervision of
an officer

By Judge




SaTURDAY
Starch 2. 2021

INTERNATIONAL
EDITION

20 Pages

SAMDESHKMALL VIOLENCE

PM questions silence
of INDIA bloc leaders

MNEWS » PAGE &

caiL For PROBE
Gaza
‘massacre
sparks
outrage

BENGALURU"S WATER WOES

T
capital of India
City’s water crisis
worsen as long, hot
surmmer is expected

$3.95-8i1LLION DEAL
U.S. drone sales to India
progress to next stage
MEWS » PAGE 4

GRAND winnERS
Paltan defeat Steelers
for PKL-10 title

GROUND ZERO » PAGE 7 AT 2 e A

WORLD » PAGE 13

Sabha MP,
team meet
army in Myanmar

NEW DELIE
Weeks after 2 township of
PMyanmar near the Indian

Ay inside Myanmas and held
talis. % PAGE 3

India to establish
w0
protect big cats

~NEW DELEI
The Union Ernironment
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Blast at Bengaluru restaurant leaves 10 injured

All injured out of danger from the low intensity
blast; Chief Minister confirms the use of an IED

BENGALURU

en people were in-
jured in a low-in-
tensity bomb blast
The

© Siddaramaiah  con-
frmed that an IED had
used in the .

Cafe. a popular restaurant

£V corridor on Friday after-

noon. AH the injured are

said to be out of danger.
Police said the

material, yet

wes D went off ex-
actly at 12.55.32. as the
s. The

ther

aged
around 30 years came to
the around

curred. sources sai
Kamnataka Chief Minis-

at
noon, and left the near
the hand wash area. It ex-
nearly an hour la-

ter.
The police are now ana-
Iysing CCTV footage to

leftat ther

An explosive material, yet to be identified, was
-, say police

bya

Mﬂ

T of evente: A CCTY video grats shows the Ramestverscem Cafe befors, daring and after the
ity Dlast, in Bergalun on Friday. SPECAL ARRA

s s z.he ‘Airst 1ED ex-

plosion in the city in nearly
a decade. The last such
blast in the city, using an
1ED, occurred on Church
Street. in the city’s central
business district. on De-
cember 28, 2014.

“Result of aj ent”
The BIP said the blast was 4
resulr of the =

police officials said that
there were no leads so far

ng out earlier specu-
tatlons of & fre accident.

politics” practised by the
Congress vernment in
the State, even as senior

naging director and foun
der of

The
BENGALURI

Probe is on and incident should not be politicised,
says deputy CM while assuring safety of the city

Heard explosion, saw
smoke, say eyewitnesses

du Bureau

the restau-
rant and a liztle after 1 p.m..

near the hand wash area

and there was a pungent
do not know how

staff members and custom-
ers had said that

treated ar the Brookefield
The

came and left a bag below
the hand wash area.
Started in 2021, The Ra-

ting with people.
Ok e 0y injured, Swar-
namb: K

medical director Pradeep

Jaries on the right side of
her body andHer eardrum
is datnaged due to the loud

r
Cafe, told The Hindu that

rm, nearly 40%
burn injuries and is being

are
rip-off Injunes. “indicac lng
it was a low intensity ex-
Plosion.~ he said.

Set to shine

Google delists
several apps
after row over
platform fee

NEW DELME

Tech major Google on Fri-
day delisted certain matri-
monial and dating apps. in-
<cluding Bharat Matrimony.
Truly Madly, and Quack
Quack, and two streaming
services, Balaji Telefilms's
ALTT and the audio p!
form Kuku FML

The move comes after
the Supreme Court de-
dined to provide the com-
panies behind these apps
interim relief in their bartle
against the search giant's
platform fees for in-app
payments on Google Play,
the company's mobile app
marketplace for the An-
droid operating system.

FuLL REFPORT
s

China out, Bengaluru-based company inks pact with
Sri Lanka energy body to build hybrid power project

coLoMBO

Three years after objecting

project in three islands off
fina peninsula with a Sti-
million grant.
The Sri Lanka S

nugh grant

e Go-
vernment of India. The hy-
brid project combines va-

ble Energy Authority, the
Government of Sri Lanka,
and

In a post on soclal media
plarform ‘X thai
Government of India, NI
Lanka's Power and Ens

Joint effort: Santosh Jha, India's High Commissiones to Sri Lanka,
3% the hybrid power project site in Nainativ island. XENDUNSL

diesel power system will be
he 3 1s-

and 2,500 kw of stand by

the Sri Lankan government
for Indian firms, officials
sasd.

Sed prolect im coarnixy
Th s the third

a bid-
ding process conducted by

india-backed enerey pro-

GST collections up
12.54% in February

Top collection
India's GST gro
Febnaacy, >chs

? GRAPT SHOWS GST REVENUE IN 2 LARM CRORE

I

o

sed £1.68 lakh croce in

cuing the fourth heghest manthly tax collections

168

NEW DELHL

India’s gross revenues from
and Services

stand at ¥16.36 lakh crore.

Among the States, five
recorded contractions in
revenues in February.

dropned 1% and DX for
Aizoram and Manipur res-
whil

uary’s GS

growth reflected the third
Righest Gptick in 202334
and lifted the total collec-
tions so year to
2184 lakh crone. 11L.7%
abowe the same last
year.

The gross kitty of

e
(-S2¢). Bihar, and jfhark-
hand (both -1%) reported
milder declines.

was 3.3% lower than ja- Assam
nuary's 2s5%), C2r%%).
Ject coming up in Sri Lan- grant instead of a loan. and numbers of 21,74,106 as well as Kerala an, Thi
ka's north and easc. The  SriLanka took it up. crgre. the second-highest  (up 16X each). Februarys
National Thermal Power A Memorandum of Un- | tally ~ since GST oss GST intake included
P is was signed in launched in July 2017. 31, rore of Central
Ing a solar venture in the March 2022 during Exter- GST (CGST), 39,61 crore
eastern Sampur towmn, 1 Affairs Mindster S. Jaish- “Growth momentum” of State GST (SGST) and
while the Adani Group is ankar's visit to Sri ka. The GST numbers “de- 284,098 crore of Integrat-
s renewable ener-  China’s at the ed GST or IGST. of which
£y projects in Mannar and  turn of events is no secret. growth momentum and 238,593 crore was collect-
Pooner)'n in the north. The C positive =, the ed Efmporte:
Lankan Cabinet in Colombo voiced rare 3 v G cess
ﬁl’sl l:leared Sinosoar- criticism of Sri Lankan noting that collections collections stood at 2 E39
13 in for from crore, with a litde under a
China ute renewa- the original projects for tions rose 13.9%, while thousand crore rupees re-
ble energy projects in the  “unknown reasons” and s imports delivered an eived on imported :
three islands. T sending the “wrong | 5.5% risein Central govern-
ny was chosen -~ o After refunds, the Minis-  ment settled T41.856 crore
competitive bid backed by  investors. last_months  to OGST and 235,953 o
the  Asian ino Soar | GST collection at 2151lakh  to SGST from the 1GST col-
an.

Bank. Concerned by the
prospect of a Chinese pro-

Delhi offered to implement
the same project with

crore. 13.6% over Feb:
2023°s collections.
Overall net GST reve-

than gross revenues, and

try said in a statement.




India to establish
alliance to
protect big cats

NEW DELHI

The Union Environment
Ministry plans to set up and
coordinate an International Big
Cat Alliance The Cabinet
approved the proposal on
Thursday. So far, 16 countries
have given their written
consent to be part of the
alliance. » PAGE 3

India to establish international
alliance to protect big cats

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

The Union Environment
Ministry plans to set up
and coordinate an Interna-
tional Big Cat Alliance (IB-
CA), along the lines of the
International Solar Al-
liance, an India-headquar-
tered initiative to promote
solar installations globally.
The Union Cabinet ap-
proved the proposal on
Thursday.

“India’s global leader-
ship in tiger conservation
has been recognised. The
IBCA, which will be head-
quartered in India and to
which India has already
committed 150 crore [for
five years], will lead initia-
tives to disseminate good
practices in conserving big
cats,” Environment Minis-
ter Bhupendra Yadav said
on Friday.

Globally, the ‘big cats’
include the tiger, lion, leo-
pard, snow leopard, puma,
jaguar, and cheetah.

16 nations

There is currently a gap in
many ‘big cat’ countries in
availing resources, and in
the optimal use of practic-
es and processes. There is

So far, as many as 16 countries have given their written consent to

be part of the IBCA. AFP

no international body ad-
dressing the conservation
challenges of big cats
across their range of habi-
tats. The pioneering and
long-standing tiger and
other big cat conservation
good practices which have
been evolved in India may
be replicated in many oth-
er range countries, Mr. Ya-
dav said.

So far, 16 countries have
given their written consent
to be part of the IBCA.
There are 96 countries that
harbour ‘big cats’ and the
alliance is also open to oth-
er countries, conservation
organisations, scientific or-
ganisations, businesses,
and corporates interested

in supporting ‘big cats’.

The advantages of mem-
bership, an accompanying
document noted, are a cen-
tral common repository for
technical know-how and a
corpus of funds. The al-
liance will strengthen exist-
ing species-specific inter-
governmental platforms,
networks, and transnation-
al initiatives on conserva-
tion and protection. Fron-
tline staff in
member-countries will be
trained in eliciting local
support for big-cat conser-
vation, and research and
development in wildlife
monitoring. Communities
living near forests will be
trained in developing eco-
tourism and livelihood
opportunities.



International Big Cat Alliance (IBCA) .

Tiger
Context: Context: India has proposed to launch a mega global alliance to protect
big cats and assured support over five years with guaranteed funding of $100
million (over Rs 800 crore)

& ) A
Cheetah
About International Big Cat Alliance (IBCA)
Description
Purpose Protection and conservation of the 7 major big cats- tiger, lion, leopard, show
leopard, puma, jaguar and cheetah
Member countries | 97 range countries and other interested nations and organs.
Activities Advocacy, partnerships, knowledge portal, capacity building, eco-tourism,
expert groups and finance tapping
Governance General Assembly, Council, and Secretariat
structure
Funding $100 million grant assistance by India for the first 5 years; later through
membership fees, contributions from bilateral and multilateral institutions,
and the private sector
Previous India had in 2019 called for an Alliance of Global Leaders to curb poaching
initiatives and illegal wildlife trade in Asia.
Importance of India is the only country in the world to have 5 big cats in wild (all except
saving the tiger | pumas and Jaguars). Big cats are umbrella and flagship species whose loss
can set off a “trophic cascade,” (prey populations may explode, resulting in
overgrazing and degrading the health of the landscape). India is home to 75%




Sanarday, March Z. 2024
CHE AL

PM questions silence of INDIA
bloc leaders on Sandeshkhali

sitiom leaders have closed their

vers, montth, and ears: aceuses Trinamood of

mwﬂmﬂmmufmmheu%mmmhtmmJlemnmLSt:lﬂ:DUn

EOLIATA

rime Minister Na-
P it
day targeted the

= -

and grabixing land in the
area.

rar. Modi asked why the
leaders of the Indian MNa-

mouth,
and ears on Sandeshikhall
like the three monkeys of
Gandhill. They held meet-
s

I
did not even spare a

Face to face: West Bengal C
Errme Minisser Marerdrs Madi,

at a c mee at
Arambagh in Hooghly dis-
rict. He also aceused Con-
esbdent Mallikarjun
Kharge of allegedly saying
that —swch things happen
0 Bengal”.
“The whole country is

rring o Sheikh
Shahjahan, prime accused
in the Sandeshkhali inci-
dent who was on the run

ef Minister Marmars Banerjes ©
n beolkata an Friday s

trying to protect him.

wou forgive such a Trina-

mool? We have o reply 1o

very hurt with votes,” M.
ol said

e said the West Bengal

Bengal CM
meets Modi,
terms it a
‘courtesy call’

MOLEATA

West Bengal Chief Minister

ta Banerjee on Fri-

called on Prime hinis-

mer Marendra Modi ar kaj

Bha in Kolksta said

the meeting was less about

politics and that they had

engaged in a chat

The Prime Minister is on

a rwo-day visit to the Stare.
The leaders met

Himachal remains on
the boil as Congress
Minister visits Delhi

CELAMOMG AR

A day after the
central observers asserted

ay

part of his two-day wisit 0o
Thelhi.

The palitical turmoil in

Pradesh started

s 1a

ey were later disqual-
e T the Assembly by

Speaker Kuldeep Singh

eer the cross-voting,
ar.  wikramad an-
mounced — and then took

asserted that differences
had been resobved and the
Eovernment

privare hotel on Friday was
£ keenly warched. The

Tarun Bhamdari with Mr.

Centre, Gujarat govt. failed the

yvouth, savs Congress president

c.um;ress president Mallikacjun Kharge on Eriday
ressed his the

i Crgjarar,
silence

“high sulcide rage

State
had failed to create new job opportunities for
dar “grim

. an
populace grappling

A presents &
with de:

plomure of a
spal

Supreme Court rejects plea to

leadership.

mn shimla, Ms. Singh
acknowledged that at the
m . the BIP is better
placed than - ess
in ten poll prepared-
mess. She also expressed

Don't make appeal on basis of
caste, religion, EC tells parties

and conveyed that ~stern
action  would taken
againat direct or b Wit

e comes
days before the schedule
for elections o the Lok

The Electicn Cammission

alzo
et b make false
stabernents o mislead vabers.

Sabha and four State As-
semblies is expected. The
i

ferent castes or communi-
ties, religious and lnguistic
Eraups, should be
attem A

“The political parties
and leaders shall not make

U.S. drone sales to India
progress to the next stage

WASHINGTON G

The possible sale of 31

“Dios
1r said that no aspect of the
privage life, not connected
with the public activities,
of the leaders or workers of
other parties is to be crit-
cised.

Low-level personal ar-
racks to insult the rivals

querading as news items in
the media

n June
wear during Prime Minister
Naremndra Modi’s State visst
o Washi D

“The next step after the
conclusion of Congression-

mo agree upon sign a
Lerter of Offer and Accep-
eance.” a L.S. Depast-
it official told Tie e
e procurensent
decisions  and  timelines

the sky: The United States spproved the sale of armed

drenes 1o Ind

steps will be
May, when the poll results
are expected,

The sale had run into
difficulties in lanuary, in
the LLS. Congress, before
the formal notification pe-
riod began over allegations
wr Itian

agents wel
Pt o MMl Kialiatom sepa.

at an estimated cost of $3.99 billicr. ALE FHoTo

ratist Gurparwant Singh
Pannun, a LS. citzen, on
American

The head of the powes-
Ben Cardin. gawe his ap-

proval for the deal to pro-
after receiving assu-
from the

allemed plot and cooperate
with the LLS. in its own

‘digitally monitor” MPs, MILAS

The Supreme Court on Friday disagreed with a
s wiew that

= o\fral“ and

State L

monitored™ to prevens

feﬂrrupdnn

and horse m;mng LhLEfJusﬂ(edIF]ndla 0y

drachud sasd
“cormvbcted febons=

rs were not

wha needed watching 24X7

lest they may flee from justice. Surely, the
weant

petitioner did not

o Ioeeplrad(o\flhehrevery movement.
mething called “privacy”. They too have
et Justie fhandrach
Kumdra

alsa son
Earmilies =
petitioner SN

microchips on legislators

toild

Released after 5 vears in jail,

Kashmiri journalist held again

1 journalist Asif Sultan, who was released

detention under Public Safery Act, which permits
detention without trial for up to Dwe years

President’s honours for twio

IAF fishter squadrons

The first Light Combat Aircr.
the Indian Alr Force. No. 45 Flying Daggess
along wi

fr Drepot (BRD) and SO0
presenla:ll’lﬁh’en['s(_nl.ours
Afurrnas ar Hindon

St (LAY squadron of

signal Unic will be
Pressden:

Air Foree station on

Morch 5. After the war, fhe squardson was wound

donwm in 2002,

Wwill invest
75,000 cr.
in M.P., savs
Adani Group

BEOPAL

The Adani Group will in-
vest 000 crorein
-

ni Enterprises, sald
an Friday. Mr. Adani made
on the

Delhi HC

REW DELH

The Delhi High Court has

ages the Ram Temple in

piash day of a two-day inves-
e, “Irvess Mad-

uUjjain in the presence of
siadhya Pradesh Chief -
nister .

rar. adani said that in-
westment in_ the State
would be made in var
sectors, including  roads,
natural rescurces, cement,
food stics

The shri Ram Janmasb-
Teerth  Kshetra

Trust was set up by the Un-
fon government in Febru-

the orders of the Supreme
Court. The rust, which
has 15 members, has col-
lected albroust 3,500 crore
in donarions since its esta-

and agrilogistics, defence

= temple
rrust disclosed that it had
received donations of up to
225 crore since fan x2,
when the termple was con

sets aside CIC
order on Ram Temple trust

Comre

The CIC directed the CBOT in Movember 2022

=hare the complete details of applications fled by the Ram Tems e

secrared by Prime Minister
Marendra Modl.

Following a query under
the Right to Information
Act (RT1 Act, the CIC di-
e the CBIDFT in Movern-
ber 2022 to share the com-
plete details of
applications filed by the

hons =
(b} of the Income Tax Act

for its donations.
The RT1 application was
fash Chandra

BMoomdra.
sought a copy of the trust
deed, which fled with

Truss far getting sncome Tax exmmeaticns/ded uctions. P

e applications for the
mentioned

pose
The jud,

wered by the slngl&]lu‘lgg

Bench of Justice Subramo-

open to the petidoner to

NBDSA raps 3 news
channels for violating
Code of Ethics

es on commu
nal lssues as they violated
the Cade of Ethics and oth-
gr guldelines. Penalties
have alse been Imposed on
two of them.

With respect 1o a pro-
gramme broadcast by
Tirmes Now Navbharea: on

had received

casting Standards and the

the tare
authority under

e T A Caneel e
pr the ment
maintained that the infor-
marion pertaining to an as-
sesses cannot be granted
under the KT1 Act in view
af Section 1380KB) of the
Income Tax Act, 1961,

P g to lm-
parlla]lly objectivity, neu-
Th

The second matter k-
wvolved four programm,
Tertaricast by Mewais it
in November 2022 on the
addha

from all enline platforms
within sewen days of the

Kamal Haasan keen
on contesting on
torch symbol: MINM

CrLEMAL

The suspense over which
Parliamentary constitaen-
nakl

= kal Bieedhi Malam
AR founder Eamal
‘Haasan 1o con-

cluding hatore, have
en  mooted ry
sources.
M. Haasan, last wear.

order. tore oo
Wet another pr While the DMK has re-
broadcast by Agf Tak on edly asked 1
March 31, 2023 a | Madu Congress to accom-
& vioka- T Haasan within

mon of the Code of Ethics.
I was alleged that in the
programme, the anchor
failed o mention that a
mosgue was burnt down

malanda, Bihar, thar Mus-
lm shops and houses
around the mosque were
alag burnt down. and that
cops did not arrtve for

al hours.

sewve

et
st on the Con-

Torch” symbal.
during the last Ass
electon.

e secornd-r lead-
ers of the MMM say that

Kamal Haasan

they are not aware of the

yses,
e oot ehat i




U.S. drone sales to India
progress to the next stage

Sriram Lakshman
WASHINGTON DC

The possible sale of 31
MQ-9B high altitude long
endurance armed Un-
manned Aerial Vehicles
(UAV) from U.S. company
General Atomics to India
progressed to the next
stage after a 30-day Con-
gressional notification pe-
riod concluded on Friday.
The deal, pegged at an esti-
mated $3.99 billion, was
announced in June last
year during Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s State visit
to Washington DC.

“The next step after the
conclusion of Congression-
al review is for the parties
to agree upon and sign a
Letter of Offer and Accep-
tance,” a U.S. State Depart-
ment official told The Hin-
du. The procurement
decisions and timelines
were now with the Govern-

Y-

- m=p

Eye in the sky: The United States approved the sale of armed
drones to India at an estimated cost of $3.99 billion. FILE PHOTO

ment of India, according to
the official. With general
elections looming in India,
it is possible that the next
steps will be on hold until
May, when the poll results
are expected.

The sale had run into
difficulties in January, in
the U.S. Congress, before
the formal notification pe-
riod began over allegations
that Indian government
agents were involved in a
plot to kill Khalistani sepa-

ratist Gurpatwant Singh
Pannun, a U.S. citizen, on
American soil.

The head of the power-
ful Senate Foreign Rela-
tions Committee, Senator
Ben Cardin, gave his ap-
proval for the deal to pro-
gress after receiving assu-
rances from the Joe
Biden-led administration
that India would probe the
alleged plot and cooperate
with the U.S. in its own
investigation.




MQ-9B

#Predator Drones
N

Max Gross Takeoff Weight: 5,670 kg
Fuel Capacity: 2,721 kg
Payload Capacity: 2,177 kg across 9 hardpoints (8 wing, 1 centerline)

Crew: Weapons
Two pilots il.l ground \\\\\ Las%r guided.mi.ssiles
control stations \ Anti-tank missiles

\

* W % Anti-ship missiles
rﬁ\ Missions
\\+// ¢ Humanitarian Assistance/Disaster Relief
e Search and Rescue
Law Enforcement
Border Enforcement o o
0 Missions @
SR L R Electronic Warfare « \\//
Anti-Surface Warfare »

Anti-Submarine Warfare «

Airborne Early Warning

Airborne Mine Counter Measures e
Long-Range StrategicISR
Over-the-Horizon Targeting
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India t0 See Warimer Surmimer
as El Nino conditions continue

India is lkely to experie warmme
this year with £ Mine condithons prediced to

Karnataka —
and many parts of hera and Odisha, it
sakd. The country is likely to record
above-narmal rainfull in March. (ndla is likely 1o
see abowve-norm

temperatures lnmuglparls of the nc-lnn'y in the
atarch to May period, IMD Director General
Mrusyunjay Mohaparra said. o,

ED freezes I580.78-crore
assets in betting app case

The Enforcement Directorate (D) has frozen
assets worth £580.78 crofe In connection with
‘the “Mahadev Online Book™ app case., following
searches at multiple locations. The total vahse af
attached/frosen assets in the case now stands at
21,296,065 crore. The fresh round of searches
were carried out in Delhi, Kolkata, Mumbat,

o

Hari Shankar Tibrewal have been frozen by the
ED." said the agency.

Google removes matrimony,
streaming apps over fee row

The company’s long conflict with Indian developers over in-app payment fees enters new chapter

With many apps boated out after the Supreme Court declined the developers: interim relief

Aroon Deep
PEEW DELHL

ech_major Google

on Friday dellsted

ﬂla(rlmn-
rinl and dating appe. -
<l Bhar:

droid operaring systerm
The d.evelopm.en(is]lke-
by to come as a shock 1o

rainment and companion-
shi

Bharat Matrimony says
it has a market cap of ower
2,300 crore.

The app’s founder Mu-
rugavel Ja

uted

o by

TechCrunch as saying that

this was a “dark day~ for

the inremet in india and
coazld

Bew requiresmest

that could range fram 11

rent™ i lopers.
QuackCuack  founder
mavi Mirtal said in a state-

that comparny
would comply with Goo-
gle's rules to get back on
the markerplace.
“Unfortunately, we will
to com,

Coo-
gle’'s current policies as
there Is no alternarive or
immediate remedy,” Mr.

= Googis recuires apps 1 pay = platis fee
B0, news

ber of firms have m pay
any fees over 15% on pay-

ments users made in-app

what payment method is
used, and the size of the
app's user base.

granted by Supreme

rt came later, and is
valid. have mot yet

three weeks after the su-
preme Court's order, we
are taking necessary steps
1o ensure our policies are
applied consistently across
the ecosystem, as we do

Many of these develop-
ers coalesced around a riv-
al app store effort by the

place would find
s of monetising itself.

Corporate tax cuts
bring in investments,
jobs, says Sitharaman

MEW DELIL

government's decision
10 slash corporate tax rates
in late 2019 was 3 well-con-
sidered move 1o artract in-

ing an interaction with stu-
denrs ar the jawaharial
Mehrs Undversicy

roting thas india had a
very high level of taxarion
for companies, the Minis-

and ensure additional ca-
pacities are coming in
are going to be

as that

is the way 1o go forward

1o, there are newer indus-
tries coming.” she said_

SC to hear
petition by
Uddhav camp
on March 7

WEW DELH
NEW DEL)

The Supreme Court will

The Jamnagar airport has
been declared an interna-
rhonal alrport for 1O days as
global bigwigs such as B
Cates, Mark Zuckerberg,
Rihanna, Ivanka Trump
and leaders from varous
countries descend on the
Gujarar city for the three-

aring day pre-wedding bash of
S e it pastiie of | Arar mmbal S sadra.
india DY, Chandrachud on | ka Merchanr.

Anant Ambani is the

appeal he of Rellance Industries Lid.
March 7. Meanwhile, la- | Craoona ni and
wyers for h  sides | Radhika Merchant is the

‘On_an earlier occasion, | chant, CEO Encore
Mr. Salve informed the | Healthcare

abour an identical , The alrpart was
petition fled by the UBET international

in the Boi Highis br o Fobmuars 25 1o
Court. He had questioned | March 5, said an airport of-
UBT could agitate | ficial. The Unbon Health wti-

mistry, the Finance Minis-
ry, and the Home Ministry

have pressed in resources

o set up a Custom, lmmi-

flights are allowed: the Alr-

has permined ace
s ive “technical” area
as well.

tarrival and departures}

Ahead of Ambani wedding

bash, Jamnagar airport gets
international tag for 10 days

were expected,

the usual six movements

the ailrport witnesses, the
il said

In preparasion for the
massive inflow of guests,
also d

d for the

‘offucial
= airpert has a]so en-
hanced manpower in “ev-
five

Elephants take dead calves
buried in untrodden paths:

Ralul alcar
CLWARATI

Elephants in the castern

truction push Asian ele

Stromg bend: Elenharts tabing the carcass of an slephant caof

far busial, =&

phants (Elephas maimaush
and their African counter-

geolost equire

leading to novel elephant
Eahulomes ared
space:

“While elephant calf bu-
rial is mentioned in an
literature, it has

n mented in the
Asian  conext.  Parveen

and Akashdeep Roy of the

agricultural’ lands,
military  establish
ments in the vicinity
Gorumara  Widlife
stomn and Tiger
serve. ](explmnsﬂmbudaﬂ
strategy of 15 in the
irrigation rain of the tea
estates.

Marks on the bodies of
the calves — the youngest

DM-

to be

study

welghing 160 kg was three
or fowr months

months and welghed 350
— suggested the ele-
phants dragged them from

smudy said.
The “strange” position-
ing of each carcass with the
less upright could be be-
more mem-

bers uf a hErri needed a
old and lay

ﬂbe i ek i e

“This strasegsc  beha-
viour also reflects the care
and afection of the herd

the herd

I the stucdy sald.

B Mot a reslway out for 3n Srgumentative guy (51
B indian state, partly baly with almast every disordes (8]
State of love, partly joyiul, leads te nothing (4]
Appesse, suppent and spail without sightess od validity.
5]

Orve small piece of land, middle of ses (4]

210
11
1z

T i Uis pesscle cnline,

13 Preme not the
i)

21, place for Congress in Rajasthan, say

17 Oddly prese is starting te metamenphaose verse [4)
18 Kingedesm of infiite bounty (5

183 Partinside amemunit

on (4}

21 Marriage broker initisty upset somecne like Patek

Fhillip= {10}

23 Trembled after aveiding sm
Saveer b

24 Inabimy Lo moes

I pureh (4
ar batance with a

of pressure on leg @ action basically [20)
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28 Got s new robe (4]

29 This is wants and icngings basseally sorted (4,4}

30 Swan's tree (6)

Down

1 A computer man's brief mament of masculinity [8)

2 Reda my chip arsyed wnder the sken (10)

3 Keen? Please tum cver small weight to find a puzzle (10)
a

s

6 3

T Odelty that also makes o design on skin [6)

14 Prepace keng for some kind of exercise {5)

15 Hot season sessoning reportedly for full-bodsed rofl {10}
16 Gout hit? Deal with determmaticn! (5,2,31

20 Swremg cdd cobour [4-4)

22 A Catiformis Company Plant {6}

25  Pairdul part of sach year

26 Resting Pri sster. not the
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The message from Rama

Sumantra to recount all that happened af-
Bshmana

IDasaratha as
ter hEdrqumecharlu[tald
from Ayodhya o the fores:

Su

sakd Navalpakkam Vasisdevac

“Rama wanted me o comvey
1te wanzed His mother Kausalys to know that He was

S io the wite of Dasaratha.
see Agni as her som,

Rama, Lal and sita

o Ramars message to the royal family,

achariar in a
ks reapecia o Hiis fsther.
safe.

an Agnihotri. Thus, she must
cry over Rama's absence. She

must noe hslbcurnegsﬂ\\e feelings against the other wives

of Dasaratha.” says
Rama's
e st act in acood

sumantra.
message to Bharats is that, as the fumre king,
rdamce with stipulated rules.

st

He must obey his father and trear all the royal mothers

alike.

As for Lakshmana, Sumanira says the prince was very

ction peoplemu:s:ram:.s
I:anlsll Rama from the kingdom,

kshmana had won-

e whole warld would be againse Dasaratha's deci-
pleasure of the

1o utter. She




Google removes matrimony,
streaming apps over fee row

The company’s long conflict with Indian developers over in-app payment fees enters new chapter

with many apps booted out after the Supreme Court declined the developers’ interim relief

Aroon Deep
NEW DELHI

ech major Google
T on Friday delisted

certain matrimo-
nial and dating apps, in-
cluding Bharat Matrimony,
Truly Madly, and Quack
Quack, and two streaming
services, Balaji Telefilms’s
ALTT and the audio plat-
form Kuku FM, after the
Supreme Court declined to
provide the companies be-
hind these apps interim re-
lief in their battle against
the platform fees for in-app
payments on Google Play,
the company’s mobile app
marketplace for the An-
droid operating system.

The development is like-
ly to come as a shock to the
firms concerned, which
offer a rare segment of dig-
ital services where Indian
consumers are willing to
spend money for enter-
tainment and companion-
ship.

Bharat Matrimony says
it has a market cap of over
12,300 crore.

The app’s founder Mu-
rugavel Janakiraman was
quoted by the news outlet
TechCrunch as saying that
this was a “dark day” for
the Internet in India and
that the company would

New requirements: Google requires apps to pay a platform fee
that could range from 11-30%. REUTERS

explore legal options.
Kuku FM cofounder Vi-
nod Kumar Meena said in a
statement that Google was
behaving like a ‘monopoly,
and that the search giant
was “on [a] hunt to collect
rent” from developers.
QuackQuack founder
Ravi Mittal said in a state-
ment that the company
would comply with Goo-
gle’s rules to get back on
the marketplace.
“Unfortunately, we will
have to comply with Goo-
gle’s current policies as
there is no alternative or
immediate remedy,” Mr.
Mittal told The Hindu.
“This shows the control
Google has over the app

economy in a growing
country like India.”

In a statement, Google
said that only a small num-
ber of firms have to pay
any fees over 15% on pay-
ments users made in-app
and that the companies
that it was acting on had a
long window of opportuni-
ty to comply with its rules.

Google requires digital
services to pay a platform
fee that could range from
11-30%, depending on
what payment method is
used, and the size of the
app’s user base.

Disney+ Hotstar and ex-
am prep service Testbook,
for whom the interim relief
granted by the Supreme

Court came later, and is
still valid, have not yet
been delisted.

“Today, we have over
200,000 Indian develop-
ers using Google Play who
adhere to our policies ...
however, for an extended
period of time, 10 compa-
nies, including many well-
established ones, have
chosen to not pay for the
immense value they re-
ceive on Google Play by se-
curing interim protections
from the court,” Google
said in a statement.

“After giving these deve-
lopers more than three
years to prepare, including
three weeks after the Su-
preme Court’s order, we
are taking necessary steps
to ensure our policies are
applied consistently across
the ecosystem, as we do
for any form of policy vio-
lation globally,” the compa-
ny added.

Many of these develop-
ers coalesced around a riv-
al app store effort by the
Walmart-owned payments
company PhonePe last
month, where Sameer Ni-
gam, the firm’s CEO, boast-
ed that no app would be re-
quired to pay platform fees
and that the app market-
place would find other
ways of monetising itself.
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RBI appoints S. Ravindran as
TMB's part-time chairman

The Reserve Bank has appointed Tamilnsd

Bank Lrd.'s

frc-n cehrary 20
Blanimd

il
ran is an ind

as partdime choirman of the bank
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MNMDC iron ore output, sales

race past 40 million tonnes

State-owmned MM reported 40.24 millson
iron ore produsction and 40.48 MT sales for the 11
muonths ended February. These are the best ever

ol
an almaost 13% and a more tham 21% Increase,
respectively, over the year-earlser period, India™s

st iron ore producer said on Fr

and sales in the corre:

Sy O
ing period of FYZs

put

spome
Were 562 MT and 33,42 MT, res

February sales rose

6%, to 3,99 MT (3.78

a1y and was a record for the month.

Dr. Reddy’s. its unit named in

antitrust complaint in the LS.

atcries and a step d

Dr. Reddy-s Labor:
subsidiary have been nam

amed defen: damsman
=

antitrest complaine related to cancer dru
Hewdinuid in the U.S. The complaint, before LS.
District Court for the District of New Jersey,

asserts claims under federal

anttrust law,

alleging Dr. Reddy's, with Celgene Corp.,

Bristol Myers Squibis
Pharmaceuticals USA,

C-o Fintens Pacmmn

and Teva
roperly restra

S, improper
competition, the Hyderabad based Grm sasd

e

anenits bank arm was found o be in breach of KYC, anti- money lagmd,

and termorismm

ﬁnammm; norrms, letting some entities route their illegal activities” proceeds through its accounts

MEW DELHIL

he Financial mrelli-

The FIU-ND had inftiac-
ed a review of PPBLS oper-
atons  after eiving
“specfic nformations

In breach

Tee FIL said & found subszantist procl of maney

generated fram illegal activity being routed through FRBL. RuTERS

from  law
agencies Abour & iy
ties and their network of
basinesses engaging in “a

number of Ll.legsl acts, in-
cluding organis

dmungnnu.neganu =
the U sald in a statemment

Friday about the order

issusdm March 1

urther, the momey

genera‘bed from these ille-
operations, Le.

by these emmit
PPBL, it said. “B
the woluminous matersal

available. . the arges

issues within a business
thar

February

MEW DELHD

Indias manufaciuring sec-
tor consinued its recovery
in February from an 18-
month low in December,
wsth. n bewels and
sales rising at the ﬁ;snz.(
pace in five months. as
seanomally aclusted
i

ng Managers' [n-

Ewo years ago.” a

mased
PPBL spokesperson said.

Sensex, Nifiy
almost

2% on ‘better’

GDP data

PLMEAL

Key benchmark stock -

igh of 73.745.34
backed by gains in metal
and banking stocks.

Paytm decides to cut
ties with beleaguered
banking arm PPBL

RELMEAL

As part of a process to cut

dependencies, One 97
Communications Ltd
oPaytmy and P Pay-

B Led. (PPBL),

mutually agreed o end va-
rlous {nter-company agree-

Faytm said in 2 fl-
i o the Srock exehangs.

- t governance
Further, the shareholders
of PPBL had agreed to sim-
plify  the  Shareholders
Apreement o en
e rELS indepen-

thue elevelogpmend said
whatever was being
o

was ‘too

dence and governance.

“one 97 Communica-
tons Lrd’s Board  ap-
proved the termination of

s Tt vl teves Taten.

2,000 notes
worth about

TB.4A70 cr still
in circulation’

BELmBAL

More than 9 months since

were
enough to cope with the
koo
“The uprurn in mami-
facturing ur
seen  for
manths and led by the cap-
ital goods category... [Ho-
wever] capacity pressures
at goods producers in bedia
remained mild [and] the
was softer than that
registered in jJanuary- a
statement noted
Output price increases
d down o their joine-

for dron, paper and plastics
parallel to reductions for
cotmon and steel.” the state-
ment said. about 8% of

which raised prices

CG Power to
set up Gujarat
chip umnit for
7600 crore

CHENMAL

©G Power and Induserial
Solutions Lrd. (CG) said it
would inwest €7

awer years imn a joine
wvenmre Japan's Hene-
gas Elecmronics and Thai-
Lan Microelectron-
125 1o build and operate an
oursousrced Lo

assembi
facility in india.

hold 9333
el

Renesas (6.8%) and Stars
Microslectronics 40,99,
The project would be B
man

Automakers register
robust sales in Feb. on
strong SUV demand

of Eacdis

sports urility vehicles con-
tinued o remain strong.

raah & Mahindra,

| Metor

Toyota toskar
and Honda Ca

messed igher ehleie i
patches 1o Last
manth_

February turned out o
e the third-best month for
sales for the industry ever.

The hi

ger vehicle sales grew 9%
to 1,660,271 units in Februa-

33,550 units in February
Snia.

Howeser, dlspa‘lcha of
mini s e
Climea " 1a7aE s
against 21,875 Lnits in Fe-

similarly.

sales of compact cars alse
Ty B0

LIC pays Gowvt.
2. 441-crore
in interim
dividend

HYDERABAD

The Life Insurance Corpo-

LIC Chairperson Sidd-

Mohanty presented
a cheque for
244144 91,124 o Finance
Minister Nirmala Sithara-
man, in-

At WTO meet,
members still
bicker over
farm sops

Auniri Sen
WEW DELHL

WTO members struggled
0 narrow differences in
crucial areas such as agri-
culture, Aisheries and the -
commerce moratoriom at

Bus India stayed fom in

world-class Insurance and
financial services on a glo-
Bal scale, the insuser said.

Undersea cable disruptions expose
India’s crucial telecom vulnerability

Arnon Deep
MEW DELH)

In the past weelk, three un-
dersea cables connecting
1ndia to global telecom net-

Asia-Africa-Eu-

affic to other

o the cable
systems in the Red Sea as a
resubt of the ongoing con-
flict in the region exposes

seas telecom connectivity
systems if Infrastructure
passing through the
ks further mpacted.
While Bhart and fio de-
clined to comment, Tata
s

the grave vul of
Indias Internet and over-
cne

ftiated immediate and ap-

remedial

s,
could be rerouted to alter-
native systems

Choke point
wwhile the disruptions high-
Hght a choke poine in sub-
sea connections between
Europe and Asla, :hey are
of particular concern to in-

o
private
fual

fledged telecom operators.

“Bt would be very bad
for India~ i there were

the ability of Indian Inter-

met providers and telecom
operaters to rely on adeq-
uate redundane back-ups, a

to protect the 1i-
velihoods of Earmers and
fishermen and kept issues

O
‘Going by the draft foat-
ed on agriculture floated
and the members reaction
o it, there is an attempt to
equalise all deadlines, in-
c'lud.'l.ng for domestic Sup-

acce:
Troang ere a o e

from the Nabrobi
Ministerial
developing-country issues

SEBI's concerns
mount with small,
mid-cap fund flows

BEUMBAL

they could not fAnd an in-
vestrnent opportenivy ar
waluation

o T2 i Jan-
ary agaisnt 21.31-dakh crore
registered in the same

maonth last year, while that
of mid-cap funds rose SE%
1o 22 90-lakh crore against
£La31akh crore, according
to the AMFL

there may be Hoited im-
pact on flows. A

and diverssfication_

suring slignment with their
risk tolerance and invest
ment tive:

Prashant rvekar,
Hend (3alas, Smmart trvest,
a leading MF distributcr,
said, “Though inflows
small- and mid-caps may
taper a bit, nvestors

wll
the
returns and

(The
Fivrder businesslined

BELRMEATL

The Adamnd Croup | plans to
75,000

crore and $E00 crore to ex-

pand its presence in food
processing, logistics, agri-
Jomistics, and defence ma-
st

(The writer és wirh The
Hireler brsinessiined




FIU imposes 549 cr. fine on
Paytm bank for PMLA lapses

The payments bank arm was found to be in breach of KYC, anti- money laundering and terrorism

financing norms, letting some entities route their illegal activities’ proceeds through its accounts

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he Financial Intelli-
T gence Unit-India

has fined Paytm
Payments Bank Ltd. (PPBL)
%5.49 crore for violations of
the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act, after find-
ing substantial proof of
money generated from ille-
gal activity being routed
through accounts held by
entities with the bank.

The FIU-IND had initiat-
ed a review of PPBL’s oper-
ations after receiving
“specific information”

Payy

P LT

m“.’

In breach: The FIU said it found substantial proof of money
generated from illegal activity being routed through PPBL. REUTERS

from law enforcement
agencies about a few enti-
ties and their network of
businesses engaging in “a

number of illegal acts, in-
cluding organising and fa-
cilitating online gambling”,
the FIU said in a statement

on Friday about the order
issued on March 1.
“Further, the money
generated from these ille-
gal operations, i.e. pro-
ceeds of crime were routed
and channelled through
bank accounts maintained
by these entities with”
PPBL, it said. “Based on
the voluminous material
available... the charges
against Paytm were sub-
stantiated,” the FIU said.
“The penalty pertains to
issues within a business
segment that was disconti-
nued two years ago,” a
PPBL spokesperson said.
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India to become world's

Modi ™
Guarantee

thlrd largest economv
India improves from

11" to 5™ place in 10 years

Hamara Sankalp
Viksit Bharat

Deeply shocked:
India on killing
of over 100
Gazans during
aid delivery

NEVS DELHLMARCH 1

A DAY after mare than 100 peo-
led ar

NIA TEAM JOINS POLICE ININVESTIGATING INCIDENT

Lunch-hour blast at Bengaluru
restaurant leaves nine injured

afe in

Friday. Fo

REL ATEDREPORT, PAGE &

PM attacks Mamata: Shielded

Sandeshkhali accused.

for

every wound, reply with vote

Questions silence
of INDIA bloc,
says BJP pressure
led to arrests

SANTANU CHOWDHURY
ARAMBAGH (WE). MARCH 1

MIOUNTING A scathing atack oo

fee Mamaca Ba e ted TRMC

Bovernment in Wess Beagal,

Price Minsster Narendsa Modi

thae, across the

amtry o “sad- and —en-
a

Prime Minister Narenira Modi and Chief Minister Mamata
in Kolkata. Friday. #1

\ged Gves the.
e wwomen Of Sandeshito oy
Bocal TMC leaders.

‘Accusing the TMC govern-
sent of making ~all sorts of ac-
fesmpes 1o protect™ its accused
Seaders, Modi addressing 3 pub-
Hc meeting 3t Arambagh in

a cause
for extreme concern.” it said.
ex. 1 oe safe

condemnn

1ndia has been calling for de—
escalation of the situation and

CHORUS FOR PROBE
INTO ISRAELI FIRING

CCTV shows man left bag; ITemployee
among injured, in ICU with 40% burns

2 popular chain of vegetarian
restaurants. when employees
from neasby IT companies were
having funch

Alok Mohan.

without a

JoumacMTA

PARASHAR
SSARSATR RRASAL
BENGALURL =3
ASUSPECTED improvised expio-
stve device (IED) wens off at
poputars, o s
injuring nine s — mostly
Custosers having lunch. A man
caughe

madlc andl cop {3 Ealow ressedian
ol The

Chief Mmm. Sicidarssraiah,
scated

Man wearing cap, mask
a suspect; IED like one
used in Mangaluru, 2022

JOHNSONTA
BENGALURL. MARCH1

A MAN wearing a cap. glasses

Rowevex in
caused w.!an_D
0 the Home

. Thave spoken

around an
curredac 1z 3.

fore leaving A tffin bax bag kept

the silence of the Oppostion IN-
DIA bloc

et e gomern
day after the arrest of TAMC

Why Sandeshkhali row
forced usually defiant
TMC into a corner

RAVIK BHATTACHARYA
&ATRIMITRA
SANDESHKHALL MARCH 1

LANREST THAT speead from an -
land o the maintand allegations
of trebals' L

orase team.
This is 2 departuse froem pa
vious cases. wherein centr

agencies o arress once ot
Hizh Coust transferred the ca:
nto their the exan
ple of:

. T

a fear of alienating the women
and

- .
Strongmnan and Birbbum diszri
Moodal Laced.

seiich,
et ot it AT M

that caused the biast, the police
sources ssd.

Nine persons suffered in-
juries in the blast which was

police oﬂh:elx \What they cotd

nmapm

souEces said efforts were being
made to identify the man. who

The
o e o Rt av e Cals

NBDSA SLAPS FINE ON 3 CHANNELS

Take down shows that
spread hate: Regulator to
Aaj Tak, Newsl8 India,
Times Now Navbharat

DIVYAA
NEW DELHLMARCH 1

THE NEWS Broadcasting and

oz andt cxmvenaty headed
Justice (cetir X Si

term “love jihad™ should not be
d Soosely be used

with great introspectson in
conT 2

ANCHOR
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Boped she too would get justice
onod

conspiracy aliegediy

hatched by the coup

Shoet the lives of Alpa's. hustund

Harsukh Kardani. 47. and he
her Copal Sejars, 11,

nearty 3-year-old Gopal, besides
her infant son Raju. husband

Harsukh and his parents.
However. the 10 bighas hes
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the couple 10 India for The s
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4
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N e ather Mahonda
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Alpa vecatts. - “During our
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Tad partially s face.
The suspect entered the
restaurant and had 2 snack be-

GRASIM CONSOLIDATES GAIN

How curbs on a key input for
textiles helped one industry,
and hurt several small players

AGGAM WALIA
NEW DELFL MARCH 1
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Week before Singhvi
fiasco, Cong had idea
of what was coming

MANOJCG
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Development of Agaléga and India’s vision for its maritime neighbourhood

EXPERT &5
EXPLAINS /A

BISWAJIT DASGUPTA

ON THURSDAY, Prime Ministers Narendra
Modi and Pravind Jugnauth jointly inaugu-
rated an airstrip and the St James Jetty on
North Agaléga Island in the Indian Ocean.

Agaléga — a group of two islands with a
total area of 26 sq km and a native population
of about 300 people — lies approximately 650
nautical miles (1,050 km)north of Mauritius,
and belongs to the island nation.

The development of the Agaléga Islands
isin the socio-economic and national secu-
rity interest of Mauritius, and also aligns
with India’s maritime vision.

Why is Agaléga important to Mauritius?

The islands, a dependency of Mauritius,
were not developed for many years.
Situated two days’ steaming distance away,

the sustainability and well-being of the is-
lands’ inhabitants presented a challenge, as
even the most basic needs required refer-
ral to Mauritius. The near absence of an of-
ficial government or security presence was
a serious vulnerability.

This vulnerability could be converted to
strength by developing the islands and cre-
ating facilities that could operate ships and
aircraft. Building a jetty and an airstrip was
therefore considered imperative by the gov-
ernment of Mauritius. They chose India as
their preferred development partner.

Why did Mauritians choose India?

Ties between India and Mauritius go
back to 1948, 20 years before the country’s
independence from Britain. Seventy per
cent of the inhabitants of Mauritius are of
Indian origin, and the two countries share
deep historical, social, and cultural bonds.

The consistent feature in the history of bi-
lateral relations has been friendship and trust
at all levels — the political leadership, the
diplomatic and military communities, as
well as between the peoples of the two coun-
tries. The development of these strategically
located islands required trust more than any-

Airport Runway

FRANCIS . .
BAY Vingtcing

g Port St
North Agaléga R?ca =
Island

Meteorological Station

South Agalégalsland
Coral Reef

@ Settlement @ Coconut Plantation

Source; UNFCCC

thing else. India was the obvious choice.
Deliberations took place from the end
of the first decade of this century onward.
Considering the sensitivities in Mauritius
over issues of sovereignty and security, both
sides progressed with utmost caution, and
every concernwas appropriately addressed
before the project got off the ground.

How will the development of Agaléga
help Mauritius?

The benefits are so obvious and substan-
tial that it appears odd that it took so long to
begin the process of developing Agaléga.

For the people of the islands, the two-day
passage (ifaship wasavailable) will be cut to
less than an hour's flight. The development
of associated infrastructure will create em-
ployment for the local population and im-
prove their overall well-being. The govern-
ment of Mauritius may improve and expand
these facilities in the future. The tourism po-
tential of the islands could be tapped as well.

The new jetty and airstrip will enable a
larger and more credible government pres-
ence on the islands, and the stationing or
forward deployment of ships of the
Mauritius Coast Guard. It will be possible to
better monitor and police the vast Exclusive
Economic Zone (EEZ) that extends 200 nau-
tical miles outward from these islands.

Whatisin it for India?

The goodwill and trust between the two
countries will be further enhanced. India
will welcome opportunities to further de-
velop these islands in collaboration with

Mauritius as the latter deems appropriate.

The joint development of Agaléga un-
derscores India’s commitment to the vision
of Security And Growth for All in the Region
(SAGAR), and its willingness to assist
smaller maritime nations in building capac-
ity and developing capability.

Itwill indicate to other maritime neigh-
bours that India is a benign and friendly
country that respects the sovereignty of in-
dependent nations. India would like to
emerge as the preferred development and
security partner in the Indian Ocean Region.

Will India assist Mauritius in enhancing
its maritime security?

Yes, if requested by Mauritius. India has
never forced its security apparatus upon
any country; all military and maritime co-
operation with its partners has been
through established mechanisms of politi-
cal, diplomatic, and military dialogue.

In pursuance of the vision of SAGAR, India
will provide material and technical support
to the maritime security apparatus of
Mauritius, offer information exchange mech-
anisms, and conduct joint maritime security
exercises and patrols, as mutually agreed.

Visits by Indian military assets and joint
deployments, if considered, would be in con-
sonance with diplomatic mechanisms.

Will Agaléga be an Indian military base?

No. India understands the importance of
sovereignty, and the sensitivities of smaller
nations when they interact with larger ones.
India has always played by the rules — even
whenit has suffered on account of its respect
for international law, and by trusting other
countries that have resorted to deceit.

India does not believe in economic
colonisation of smaller countries by luring
them into debt traps. It has demonstrated
that its methods of aiding smaller
neighbours is more trustworthy and hu-
mane, even if somewhat inefficient. India’s
reputation as a democratic nation that be-
lieves in peaceful coexistence is unim-
peachable, and it can be expected to never
violate the sovereignty or offend the sensi-
tivities of a trusted and friendly nation like
Mauritius.

Vice Admiral Biswajit Dasgupta (Retd ) is
a former Commander-in-Chief of the
Eastern Naval Command, Indian Navy
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Language spoken
at home (2022)°!

Ethnic groups

Religion (2011)15]

Demonym(s)

Government

* President

* Vice President
* Prime Minister
- Speaker of the

National Assembly

Legislature

90.0% Mauritian
Creole

5.1% Bhojpuri
4.4% French
0.6% English

67% Indian
28% Creoles
3% Chinese

2% Frenchl4]

48.54% Hinduism
32.71% Christianity
17.30% Islam

1.45% Others / None

Mauritian

Unitary parliamentary
republic

Prithvirajsing Roopun
Eddy Boissézon
Pravind Jugnauth
Sooroojdev Phokeer

National Assembly

Independence from the United Kingdom

+ Constitution of
Mauritius

* Republic

Area
*» Total

* Water (%)

12 March 1968

12 March 1992

2,040 km? (790 sq mi)
(169th)
0.07

Area
» Total

* Water (%)

Population

+ 2019 estimate
+ 2011 census

+ Density

GDP (PPP)
» Total

* Per capita

GDP (nominal)
* Total

* Per capita

Gini (2017)

HDI (2021)

Currency

2,040 km? (790 sq mi)
(169th)
0.07

1,265,4751°! (158th)
1,235,260/7118113]
618.24/km?
(1,601.2/sq mi) (21st)
2023 estimate

A $37.012 billion!®!
(139th)

A $29,349° (61st)

2023 estimate

A $14.819 billion!®!
(143th)

A $11,751°1 (73rd)
36.8!'°

4 0.802["]
very high - 63rd

Mauritian rupee
(MUR)



Google DeepMind’s Genie



* Recently, Google DeepMind has introduced Genie Al (Artificial Intelligence), « new model that
can generate interactive video gumes from just a text or image prompt.

* Google DeepMind is a British-American Al research laboratory that is a subsidiary of Google.
DeepMind is based in London and has research centres in Canada, France, Germany, and the
us.



Generative Interactive Environments (Genie) is a
foundation world model that is trained on videos
sourced from the Internet.

e The model can “generate an endless variety of playable
(action-controllable) worlds from synthetic images,
photographs, and even sketches”.

It is the first generative interactive environment
that has been trained in an unsupervised manner
from unlabelled internet videos.




* Significance for India:

* As per NASSCOM data, the overall Al employment in India is estimated at about
416,000 professionals.

* The growth rate for the sector is estimated at about 20-25%. Further, Al is
expected to contribute an additional USD 957 hillion to India’s economy, by 2035.



SWAYAM Plus Platform



Recently SWAYAM Plus Platform was inaugurated by the Union
Minister of Education and Skill Development & Entrepreneurship

in New Delhi.

SWAYAM, the Massive Open Online Course (MOOQOC) platform

@ providing educational opportunities for a vast number of learners,
was launched by the Ministry of Education in 2017.



* Aligned with NEP 2020, SWAYAM Plus now offers industry-relevant
courses to boost employability, with features like multilingual content,
Al guidance, credit recognition, and pathways to employment,
developed in collaboration with companies like L&T, Microsoft, CISCO,
and others.
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Homosep Atom, developed by the startup named Solinas, is India's first
septic tank/manhole cleaning robot, is revolutionising sanitation efforts
nationwide, replacing manual scavenging with a comprehensive
robotic solution, bolstering the Swachh Bharat Campaign.

It streamlines sewer cleaning with multifunctional capabilities, curbing
costs and fostering robotic sanitation while mitigating blockages in
congested areas.
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Rare Diseases Day is observed on the last day of
February. The theme for Rare Disease Day 2024 is “Share
your colours.”

What are Rare Diseases?

A rare disease is often a lifelong disease or disorder with
a prevalence of 1 or less, per 1000 population.




Considering the population of India the suggested threshold for India
for a disease to be defined as rare is 1 in 10,000.

About half of the rare diseases affect children while the remaining

manifest in adulthood.

Rare diseases include rare cancers, autoimmune diseases, congenital
malformations, and infectious diseases amongst others.




» Global Burden: Itis
estimated that globally
around 6000 to 8000 rare
diseases exist with new rare
diseases being reported in the
medical literature regularly.

 Barely 5% of the known
diseases worldwide are
treatable.




e Do You Know?

— The first Rare Disease Day was celebrated in 2008 on 29
February, a ‘rare’ date that happens only once every four
years.

— Ever since then, Rare Disease Day has taken place on
the last day of February, a month known for having a ‘rare’
number of days.



Rare Diseases in India

India accounts for one-third of the global rare disease incidence, with over 450
identified diseases.

These range from widely known ones such as Spinal Muscular Atrophy and Gaucher’s
disease to lesser-known ones such as Mucopolysaccharidosis type 1 and Whipple’s
disease.

Though India lacks a standard definition for rare diseases, a rough estimate suggests
that about 8 crore-10 crore Indians suffer from one rare disease or another; over 75%
are children.







* Peru Declared Health Emergency Amidst Dengue Surge.

* Peru has been experiencing high temperatures and heavy rains since
2023 due to the El Nino weather pattern, which has warmed the seas
off the country’s coast and helped mosquito populations grow



« About Peru

* The capital-Lima

 Peru is located on the

western side of South
America

* |t shares its borders with five

countries:

Lima

South Pacific
Ocean

Colombia

Ama on

Brazil

. Bolivia
Chile




e Ecuador and Colombia to the north, Brazil to the
east, Bolivia to the southeast, and Chile to the south.

* |ts western border lies along the Pacific Ocean.

* [t Includes the towering peaks of the Andes Mountains, among
them Huascaran, the highest peak in Peru,

* This region is also home to Lake Titicaca, which Peru shares
with Bolivia. Known as the world’s highest navigable lake,



Melanochlamys
Droupadi



* The Zoological Survey of India (ZSl) has named a new marine species
of head-shield sea slug with ruby red spot which was discovered
along the coasts of West Bengal and Odisha, after President Droupadi
Murmu, named Melanochlamys droupad..

e Species of the genus Melanochlamys are characterised
morphologically by a short, blunt and cylindrical body and a smooth
dorsal surface with two dorsal equal or unequal shields, named the
anterior cephalic and posterior shield.



The species is small, brownish-black, with a ruby red spot at the hind end, and
is a hermaphrodite.

Reproduction of the species is observed between November and January.

Melanochlamys droupadi secrete transparent mucus, shielding them from

sand grains while crawling beneath smooth sand, making its body rarely
visible.







Juice Jacking



« Recently, the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) issued a warning against charging
mobile phones using public ports.

* About the Juice Jacking

* |t is a type of cyberattack where
hackers tamper with public USB
charging ports, infecting them
with malware or making hardware
changes that allow them to steal data
from devices connected to them.




« Most attacks target both Android and iIOS mobile devices,
with older devices being particularly vulnerable due to their
outdated software.

e The Threat:

* When users connect their devices to compromised USB ports,
hackers use the connection to hack into mobile devices
and steal personal data like email, SMS, and saved
passwords or deliver malware by gaining access to the
phones.



International Intellectual
Property Index



Recently, the US Chamber of Commerce released its 12th edition of its International
Intellectual Property Index.

About the International Intellectual Property Index:

It is a comprehensive assessment of the world’s intellectual property frameworks,
published annually by the U.S. Chamber of Commerce’s Global Innovation Policy
Center.

It evaluates the IP framework of the world’s top 55 economies using 50 unique
criteria.




Purpose:

It serves as a roadmap for
economies seeking to strengthen
their innovation and creativity
ecosystems through more effective
IP standards.

It reveals trends in global IP
protection and shows economies
how to improve IP-driven
innovation and creativity.




Key Findings:

The IP Index found that 20
economies significantly improved
their IP frameworks.

The United States emerged at
the top of the list, followed by the
United Kingdom and France.




* However, eight economies, including Ecuador, declined in
rankings due to weak IP enforcement.

e India ranked 42 out of the 55 countries, with an overall score
of 38.64%.

It represents a significant improvement from previous years,
demonstrating India’s efforts to strengthen its IP framework.
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