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come to

DMK out,
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in largest offshore haul
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India’s fight
ainst rare
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High on constraints, low
on diagnosis and drugs
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NEW DELII
The resuits of the Rajya Sabha
clections on Tuesday have put

Upper House of Padiament.
This is likely to hawe

far-reaching implications far
domestic palitics. » PAGE 5

Gaza death toll
nears 30.000;
truce draws close

Gaza sTRIP
Fighting raged on Wednesdsy
besepe

could be just days
away. » PAGE 12

Himachal govt. fights for survival amid crisis

Co

Vikas Vasudewa
Sandeep Phulan
CHANDIGARH/NEW DELL

he C

as to ive
immediate threat to its ex-
o nesday,

Budget for

S in the State As-

govt. passes State Budget via voice vote
after 15 BJP legislators including LOP expelled

leadership tussle in_the

r c 15
BJP lawmakers, including

Leader of the O
Jatram Thakur.

The Budget Session was
adjourned stne die (ndesi-
nitely) soon
Gay before B was. sche:
duled to Speak-

ng a “Vikramadi-
my younger
reference  in

Delhi, however,
the party only said that it
was all options.

er Kuldeep Pathania re-
on a
motion
against six Congress MLAs
who were absent for the
vote passing the Budget.
In another twist 1o the
cumrestcvial Minister VR
% annos

resignation, bringing the

communica-
tions chief Jairam Ramesh
asserted that party
would not hesitate to mke

esday. when Abhishek

Con

oK

moves di
MLAs absent from voting; Speaker reserves order

notice

six

Singh
it within hours

Singh Hooda and Rajeev Shukis

the State’s sole Rajya Sabha

own government.
¥

Mallikarsun Kharge deput.

©d Blupesh Baghel, Bhu.
pinder Singh ¥ d
as !.he Al

yanka Gandhi Vadra on the
Himachal Pradesh

ndia Congress Commit-

after talking to all the
MLAs and finding out their
grievas

have spoken
€y chief Rahul Gandhi and
party general secretary Pri-

The Chief Minister told
presspersons hhn.la
that the Budget had bee

passed in the Assembly, in-
sisting that the gowvern-
ment would complete its

ports that he had quit the

MLAs, and today 15 MLAs
were

e MLAS staged a walkout
d in absence of any
the Bs
with a voice
vote. The government

Opposition,
was passed

reduce the number of mp

without
any reason,” Mr. Thakur
alleged.

Addressing a press con-
ference at the AICC head-

HIP of auempting ~Opera-
tion Lotus™ in the hill State
Congress
government. “The Con-
gress will not hesftate to
take some tough steps as
the party is our priceicy
also sasd that ac-

oss-voting in
the Rajya Sabha poll that
ensured the loss of the par-
ty's nominee.

Party general secretary
Privanka

Dynamic collaboration

India asks

U.S. to probe

pro-Khalistani

groups

Suhasini Haidar/

New DELH

India raised its demand

that pro-Khali outfits

An lhE U.S. be ln\eiﬂgaled
Instigas

ting
agalnsi india, as senlov o
clals met for the India-U.S.
Homeland Security Dia-

logue on Wednesday. that

Security drill: The Indian Army and the Japan Ground Self Defence Force at Mahajan Fieldfirng Range viliage in Sikaner for 3 two-week
enilitary exercise “Dharma Guardian AN

ongomg
tion In coun!el{e"orlnm
and security.

The two sides also fo-
cused on curbing the ram-
pant increase in narc
tracking, particularly of
the drug Fentanyl. During

sides re-

the Home Ministry said.

FULL REFORT
»PAGES

BJP demands Congress-led Karnataka government’s
resignation amid row over ‘pro-Pakistan’ sloganeering

BENGALURU

A day after supporters of
Rajya Sabha election win-
ner from the Congress,
ed Nasir Hussain, alleg-
edly raised pro-Pakistan
slogans in the corridors of
the Vidhana Soudha, the
BJP on Wednesday
m: 1

also witnessed turmoil ov-
ident.

Assembly that the police

d registered a case, and

if the FSL report proves

that a supporter had in-

d shouted Pakistan

;xogms action would be
initiated.

‘Shielding the accused”

e Legisiative Council
cam

volved in the alleged inci-
dent and that an ingu
had not been instiated_

Council against

=t the
nlleged slogan incident. in Sengaluru on Wednesday. SUDHARARA MR

have s nded the newly-
elected MP, he added.
The BIP

from the Legislators” Home
o the Vidhana Soudha and

entered the House shout-
ing inst the

government to take the is-
sue seri and punish
the person who raised the
slogan in the interest of the
State and the nation.

e will punish that person.
Wwe will punish him as per
the law. We are not protect-
ing anyone. Investigation is
under way."

Dissatisfied with

day.
Measrtila; th BB AERL

Manipur Police lay
down arms to protest
abduction of officer

Ararmtsai Yenggal gained

Vijaita Singh

NEW DELHI

Police personnel across the

prominence after the ethnic conflict
e Meites and Kuls Zo communities in Manipur, FLE PHOTO

us. The police officer who
is also a Mei-

g The offacial said.
Police said the

ley
districts of Manipur b
down ai

o pro!en agalnsl the ab-
Ikce office:

by bl gt
Tenggol (AT), a adiea ntet

the

Superintendent of Police
Moirangthem Amit in Im-
phal East, seeking the re-
lease of Robin M., chief of
Arambat Tenggol's Sekmai
umit, who was arrested ear-
lier in the day for allegedly

so gewing ready o meet
Gehlot on ‘I’hursda) and
submit a him ment,” Manipur Police said

petitios
secking dismissal of the
State government. After
the Assembly was ad-
d for the day, Mr.
Ashok told presspersons
that the BJP would conti-
nue its protest against the
government ol the person
who shouted the slogan
was arrested.

in a post on X.

A police official zaid the
force’s morale was dow

“None of the civil soclety

e come out in

hands

from taking action against
the Teants. Our own
people are not supporting

household property at the
e offic

to the spot. In the resulting
police action, two people,
ustained injuries.

AT, a relatively new out-
fit that gained prominence
after the ethnic conflict
between the Meltel and Ku-

ki-Zo comm

3. 2023, enjoys tremen-
support among the
Meitel people, a _govern-

dead.” the offictal said.
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Time has come to drive

out DMK from T.N

Narendra Modi s

s the Centre could not i

: PM

lement many of its ambitious

cts in the State,

including AIIMS in Madurai,

TIRUNELVELS

he time has come to

imp]
of its ambitious projects in
the State, including the Al-
1MS in Madurai, because of
the non-cooperation of the

government.
He said the BJP., under

gover-
nance. ~This is Modi’s gua-
rantee,” he added.

‘I’he DMK and ns allies

keen
their_own tntereats, um:
mindful of the o take
development to the nook

or Instance, t
(Chief Minister M_K_ Sealin]
is anxious to promote his
son as the next political
heir” bu: the BJIP would
protect interests of
your [oe oples] children.”
e said.

Mr. Modi said the BIP
had made a Dalit function-
ary from Tamil Nadu (L.
Airugan) a Unson Minister.

could not win in an elec-

il Nadu;

For the people: Prime Mnister Narendea Modi greets the public st
2 meeting hetd 2t Palayamiettsi in Teuneheli on Wednesday. PTI

ing the country efficient-
IyS. he said. The BIPs 10-
year rule raised the coun-
y's image among world
o et

Indian Alr Force Group
Captain Pilot Abinandan
Varthaman was held cap-

wise, eight former Indian

officers were award-
ed death penalty in Qatar,
but the Union

of the State gow 'S TYOTH-O

coming election. “1 pro-
mise 1 will recurn more to
you. Trust my words.” he
Said. During the last two

:
rent walks of life came clos-
er to the BIP, in a sign that
the other parties (DMK) did

Indians secured the release
of five fishermen.

Development of T.N.

The Prime Minister said the
BJP would work with the
sole aim of developing Ta-
mil Nadu and urged
ople to give BjP a
hands-down victory in all

enriched ves, he
sabd.
New
The e Minister said

a PM-MITRA Textile Park.
Many more southern

districts, including Tirunel-

veli. Thoothukudi, Rama-

with it

soon, he added.
The aoumry was inching

PM Modi inaugurates country’s first
indigenous hydrogen fuel cell ferry

has been
built at the Cochin Shi-
e pilot vessel is a

closer to
i1 o s e i3>

Hence, Tamil Nadu should

took out the “Vel' yatra, the
party won four seats in the
Assembly. With the com-
pletion of Mr. Annamalai's
“En Mann, En Makkal ya-
tra, the party should romp
home with 40 seats, he
added.

Y
pyard Limited (CSL).

Brand mew: Built by the Cochin Shipyard, the fiydrogen fuel cell
Serry boat can camy U 10 50 passengers. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

The launch of the vessel

gramme  organised
Thoothukudi in Tamil Na-

< to mark the laying of the
foundation stone for a
207.300-crore project in
the districe. The vessel

built at the CSL under-
scores the pioneering step
for embracing clean ener-
£y solutions and aligning
with the on’s net-zero
commitments, he said.

To boost connectivity
The hydrogen fuel vessel
has fully home-grown tech-
nology and it can be reph-

in other parts of the

for urban mobility
application, according to
the CSi

launched on Wednesday
will further boost connec-
tvity between south Tamil
Nadu and Kerala.

‘Can’t compare Singur,
Nandigram protests’

BANKURA

Rubbishing the BJP's at-
tempts to

yiewe mociing el ar Kiia:
ra i Banku

Do not make the mis-
take of inciting violence. 1
&0 not wx

between anti-land acquisi-

faldng place in Sandeshk-

or any incident of torture
snywhere. | bave never
supported any wrongdoing

a1 never will. Even i

TUML announces its
candidates in Kerala

MALAPPURAM

The Indian Union Muslim
League (IUML) here on
Wednesday announced its
candidates for the 2024
Lok Sabha elections.
While the fncumbent
Lok Sabha member from

hali,
et and West Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata Ba-
nerjee insisted that the two
cannot be conflated. Ms.
Banerjee was, ho\n‘e\er.
careful not to name
deshkhali directl;

<o
er;” she said while speaking

, ET.
Basheer will contest from
Malappuram, M.P. Abdus-
samad Samadani,

gur
back in 2007-08, catapult-
ed Ms. Banerjee to power
the erstwhile ruling

Left Front in the State, the
ted that the cur-

BIP sugges:

rene Samdsshihatl - agha-

ns signified the tumning

of ddes against Ms. Baner-
around.

now
ram, vﬂl] contest  from

TOML State president

S Shihab Than-

ed the candi-

Qates after a high-Jevel par-
ty here o

alliance with the Congress
Of the 20 Lok

wit]
IUML, while the Kerala
Congress and the Revolu-
tionary Soclalist Party are
contesting one each.

The IUML decided to
drop its strident demand
for a third Lok
and instead accepted a Ra-
Jya Sabha seat. A decision
on the Rajya Saba seat
would be taken later, Mr.
Thangal said.

He said that stuing MP
Nawas will

adesh), al "he is serv-  the Lok Sabha seats in the  nathapuram, and Virudhu- £ at the administrative re- jee this time ar contesting the polls in an  comed ment.
Kerala HC Water woes SC extends
refuses to protection to
cancel actor BRS leader
Dileep’s bail from coercive
action by ED
The Hindu Burean
Xoc
Press Trust of India
The Kerala Hi NEW DELHI
‘Wednesday declined to in-

Forest dept. officials rescue
sloth bear in Shivamogga city

Karnataka Forest department officials
bear,

successfully rescued a sloth
to eight years, that was

. aged about six

spotted strolling in the

tranquilizer dart at it. A decision to release the

animal back to the forest area would be

taken

after assessing its health condition.

Jun
l‘unher “licigasions, which

fruscrate the trial
which o about to be com-
pleted... Let the trial be
completed and the case be
of at the earllest™

ED attaches assets of ‘antique
dealer’ Monson Mavunkal

‘The Directorate of Enforcement (ED) has

propesties worth d €188 crore of alleged
Conman and scif-styled antique dealer Monson
and his f: Tt s

were attached for being proceeds of crime under
provisions of the Puvenuon of Money

Launder
ofa

ing Act, 2002. The ED probe revealed
that he had cheated various persons in the guise
a

of
mmmemmmmeascmmedbym

Denving entry to farmer:
HRC issues notice to Metro

¥ an

comes after a video of the incident went
medsa.

tion
Viral on sockal
=

Nesgar zone in Bengalury on Wedn.

Tomgh thrmes: Cildren on their veay to fetch drinking water, supplied by Bangalore Water Supply and Sewerage Scard at Rejarajestrar
Inescisy. Mary sreas in the the cty are Facing severe water Shortage. K WwRALL RIS

‘Age of admission to Class 1
in Kerala will remain 5 years’

The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURANM

Any sudden change in
the minimum age of admis-
sion to six years will create
social the Minis-

The Centre had
Gix six vears as the
minimum age of

admission to Class 1
in line with NEP

of admission to Class 1 at

ter said at a press meet

stry
tion had a few days ago
written to States and Union
Terrftories to fix six years
as the minimum age of ad-
mission to Class 1 this year.
The Ministry’s la

and Unson

Territories have
been asked to align the age

rective also points to the
Right of Children o Free

the Minister had said the
government would bring
Clarity on the issue in the

to join Class 1.
context, there was no need
o delay their Class 1 admis-

pulsory Educa-  sion bya year
Thon GRTE) Act, that covers Seakpe had & sy to bk
of from tters of edu.

the age of six to 3.
Last year too, the State

had decided

the minimum age. Then,

Cation, and Kerala has de-
cided to stick to the age of
five for school admission,
the Minister said.

Will adopt declaration
on Special Category
Status for A.P.: Cong.

The Hindu Bureau
VIIAVAWADA

l'he Congress in Andhra

mention in the A_P. State

Reo n Act, 2014
ongress believes
in hahndng welfare and

development,” Ms. Sharmi-
1a sald, pointing to the “dn-

Tirug me. sche-
duled on March 1. to bring
the crucial issue back into
focus, says APCC president

the media
Ms.

scheme announced by the
party at its recent Ananta-

pur meet
“The SCS &s important
for the development of our

State. I ls our right” she
d.

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday extended il
March 13 the protection it
granted to Bharat
Rashtra Samithi
Kavitha from any coercive
action in a money laundes-
ing case lodged by the En-
fon:en.enz Directorate (ED)
connection with the a.|-
leged. Delhi excise polic
scan
A ben(h comprising jus-
tices Bela M Trivedi and
Pankaj Mithal extended the

tection
daughter of former Telan-
gana Chief Minister and
BRS chief K Chandrashe-
Rao.

on granting the SCS and
other projects that find

Stack on the YSR: Congress

o garner votes.

She
apex court with an applica-
tion seeking directions to

ED from

the

or summons
50 of the Prevention of Mo
ney  Laundering
PMLA) during the pen-
dency of her petition.




PM Modi inaugurates country’s first
indigenous hydrogen fuel cell ferry

The Hindu Bureau
KOCHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi flagged off India’s
first indigenously built hy-
drogen fuel cell ferry boat
in virtual mode here on
Wednesday.

The vessel has been
built at the Cochin Shi-
pyard. The pilot vessel is a
24-metre catamaran which
can carry 50 passengers. It
also has a fully air condi-
tioned space for passen-
gers. It will make urban
mobility smooth and easy,
according to a release is-
sued by the Cochin Shi-
pyard Limited (CSL).

Brand new: Built by the Cochin Shipyard, the hydrogen fuel cell
ferry boat can carry up to 50 passengers. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

The launch of the vessel
was part of a major pro-
gramme organised in
Thoothukudi in Tamil Na-

du to mark the laying of the
foundation stone for a
X17,300-crore project in
the district. The vessel

built at the CSL under-
scores the pioneering step
for embracing clean ener-
gy solutions and aligning
with the nation’s net-zero
commitments, he said.

To boost connectivity
The hydrogen fuel vessel
has fully home-grown tech-
nology and it can be repli-
cated in other parts of the
country for urban mobility
application, according to
the CSL.

Mr. Modi also said that
the various rail projects
launched on Wednesday
will further boost connec-
tivity between south Tamil
Nadu and Kerala.
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India’s fight against rare diseases

is marked today. The Last £
February every year
o support croves of
l.nd.l\ddua]sw‘lm ause of their
e

i third
ICongress) for

term b

pre-natal screening and post-natal

- nsks and care.

Less than 50% of the 450-odd
rare diseases identified in India
are reatable. Worse, treatments

Shashank appmoved by the Dnigs Controller

Family Wellare for
national policy to treat rare

diseases in 2017 but withdrew irin

A revised policy, the
Hlaataend Doy for Rere iccases
ANPRDE, ok 202,
Ixuprnblmns persist. We still
don’t define ‘rare diseases”

failure the policy ateribures o a
lack of sufficient data, as if regular
data collection and
epidemiological assessments are

islative and
ean nditaar

‘General of India are

than 202 And in a classic case of
abdication of gowernmental

responsibility, NPRD has unged the
Colis to crowdfund to treat rare

Sustainable national policy?

The way forward
Admittedly, the situarion is not

re-quire lif:
therapy, this amount is woefully

imitiatives and rships can be
leveraged to meet
Finally, the oF esan
d.rlqu(h:!.and valialeiRy notat
be addressed. Last 3
ment wakhved off GST and
customs dury on icines for

availsble in india. Grven the
exorbitant prices, how many
patients can afford 1o mport these

CoEs are wary

sus)

Aingnosis, and
g Mumbai exhausting all s funds
development for

rare discases

of beginning a
uea‘lm.em:tha: They ey need o
-, leaving them
vulnerable tnjud.lcialac(bnﬁ:l-n
eir

patients) and Delhi utilising less

drugs? Rase
Canmon Bt both o marioat Fareas:
there just arent enough market
Incentives for drug manfacrarers.

The government
e e s

requirements in appropr

st
withdraw GST on Lfe saving drugs.
February 20 s that we
can find a way arcund the rarest of
problems.

The nagging problem of Katchatheevu

[ srarmoreiav |

L. Srikrishuos
sxthrichen Aot hindu co.in

atchatheevu isler, a
part of sri Lanka and

ared abouwt 14 nauc-

ical miles from Rameswaram

Arithormy
ninhabited’ isier, Every
wear, this ewent brings mmeth-
er the ple from both sides

gove
rting arveats of 1 r-
men on s of poaching.

Shift in approsch
Though the response of the Sri
authorities is not new,

in

ey
rested 42 fishermen belonging

fisherfolk want to resurme

Tamil Masu

the original shrine of
Chunch was buile by the

nad Diocese more than 100
Vears ago. As per the Sri Lan-

the | mamer

ram fAshermen bDelleve that

this adds insult to injury. This

time oo, vessels were im-
e

pounded and not retu N

pilgrims a

the Palk Strai using wawlers,
Their action re omdton

by Central and State a@au:

sich an the Cusmoms and the

Pol

- Apart
pleasaneries
grims_from both sides also
pray for improved relations

term if they were caughr

n. “The fishing communi-
Ty of Ra elis-
Arbet was ehis,” saicd

er results fully due to varsouss

political developments,” M

Je.uxs,a

veetions of the fisher
median

oy e
and . pil- | past, and also retrieve the isler

Luxury cars in India saw a 30% increase in the last 5 years

Land Rover, and Mercedes-Bene

| A o

he number of luxury cars

tions of #0% of all the huooury cars
T dons eremen 2030w

However, while some
Brams Fmve e _gained popularicy,
or instance, over

the corresponding numbers were

10%% for Rolls Royce cars, 15% for
Bentleys. B% for Ferraris, and 4%
for Aston Martins. This shows that T

preferences have gone through a
signdfcant past four
years.

There were also significant va-
=

Hot wheels

data Foe the charts wene searced fram the
Waan Dushiboe:

o

aod amd conmfort: Luxusry
cars manulactured by Lambarghing passing
through ECR in CHennai. i sams skesan

shows the sury cars
remistered il date across various Table 1i The table lists, koury brand-mize, the
states along the horizontal axis.
r to the right, the higher
the mumber of husoury cars regis-
tered in the e Mal Leocary car a - Bn e
leads the list by a margin with Lamborghin . 288 539 and orier foes
more than 94,000 such cars regis- AR India sacss | awm Karnataka
tered in the State ol date. This is E Fr
followed by Karnamka (56,396 = -
cars), Drelhi (49,971), Cujarac = = 1000
(42,101, and Tamil Madu (40,423 1,423,523 | 2.
Whibe absolute numbers are im- Aaens | s -
portant, a comparisan with non- tomis | ze L
huxury cars registered in the States —— — 3
pr 5 @ bebter picture. For this - = o —
purpose, one luxury car r — 100 = el
in 2 Stare for every § lakh ¥ EE] FE= e e
ry(msjs lhe\.\erﬁcalax— 7z o e
of Chart 2 = State o600z =) o 3
= the chart, the hlghenbe Tuscsry R —
= ration. Cars
tured by Marusti S i, Tara, Hon- = o
da, Hyundai, and were con- o o 1o
sidered non-luxury. For instance, o = ) s0,000 1o a00

mformation 35 n Table 1 far Stabec with 2 bGH numbar of haury €2
| St the share (B o o o of A

Lusury brand mise fo. af

FIFTY VEARS AGO FROM THE FEBRUARY T8,
1574 EDITION AS 19748 WAS HOT A LEAP YEAR

Facelift for Rly. stations
MNew Delhi, Feb. Z7: The minister, Mr.
his

LN Mishra, in  speech in the Lok
Sabha to-day sakd that a special programme of
55 and of

in the counery.
Waranasi station, cme of the important
of pilgrimage.. is bes

centres

Gauhat, Nagpur, Aligarh. Rae Bareilly,
Gon L Hydarsbad, boons
Dslbhangs and Patna.

. Mishra sakd that 2 number of amenities for

engers ax Sratlnns and in rains hawe Sho
been propossd in the budgar. The expendinure

n passenger and other users amenicies has

Becn mainiin,

on of S0 per cent in
third class fare, free kischen car and fres travel
For cooks was provided in such trains.

The Railway Minister said that provision for a
numiber of amenities for

are 1,200 luxury cars. aably. + quartess were being built every year for the
Maharashera, Karnataka, Delh TN, Earn . Far is purpose Rs. 7.96 crores had been
:“:drnjl :Dad . H N an:‘l:f]' B - = B - = = = = = provided for 197475, he sasd,

'a simillar concentracion of T = ;
Ury cars. In the Unben Territories | aa [Gama | eres ] a FEveEy () BTy e = O VEARS 40 FESRUARY 23, 1524
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Hot wheels

The data for the charts were sourced from the
Vahan Dashboard

Speed and comfort: Luxury
cars manufactured by Lamborghini passing
through ECR in Chennai. M. KARUNAKARAN

Table 1: The table lists, luxury brand-wise, the Chart 2: Number of luxury cars registered till now (horizontal axis).
number of cars registered in India till date (A), no. One luxury car registered for every 1 lakh non-luxury cars (vertical axis)
of cars registered between 2020 and 2024 (B) and
the share (B as a % of A) . In Chandigarh and Puducherry, the
10,000 2
Pud ucher% luxury car concentration was much
Luxury car A B B/A (%) ‘ higher. This was due to lower road
Lamborghini | 518 269 52% tax and other fees
BMW India 1,59,539 | 64,056 | 40% Chandigarh N Kafiataka
Porsche 6,811 2,263 33% Goa ‘ Maharashtra
Jaguar 35406 | 10,473 | 30% 1,000 - ® ® ®
India 4,94,067 | 1,42,523 | 29% ® Delhi
Mercedes 1,74,187 | 49,662 | 29% U.P ’
Volvo 47,621 | 10,819 | 23% l o GHjarat
Bentley 1,046 139 13% Rajasthan
Lexus Motors 38 4 11% In Maharashtra, for every
RollsRoyce | 962 92 10% 100 1lakh non-luxury cars
y 2 J&K registered, there are 1,200
Ferrari India 878 72 8% [uxury cars
Audi AG 66,082 4,639 7% [}
Aston Martin 723 32 4%
Maserati 154 3 2%
Acura Legend | 42 0 0%
10 T T T T 1 T T 1 T 1
Alfa Romeo 60 0 0% 0 50,000 1,00,000




Table 3: This table shows the same information as in Table 1 for States with a high number of luxury cars. Luxury brand-wise no. of
cars registered till date (A), no. of cars registered between 2020 and 2024 (B) and the share (B as a % of A)

Delhi T.N. Maharashtra Karnataka Gujarat
Luxury car A B % A B % A B % A B % A B %
Audi AG 5326 | 416 8 | 6047 | 385 6 | 11679 | 580 5 | 9679 | 451 5 | 7098 452 6
BMW India 13872 | 4708 | 34 | 15994 | 6709 | 42 | 32912 | 12492 | 38 | 18659 | 7951 | 43 | 12700 | 4608 36
Jaguar 4826 | 774 | 16 | 1293 | 620 | 48 | 6016 | 1889 | 31 | 4154 | 1042 | 25 | 2765 | 1170 | 42
Mercedes 22821 | 4718 | 21 | 12833 | 3612 | 28 | 37390 | 10458 | 28 | 15243 | 4805 | 32 | 14760 | 4444 30
Volvo 1758 | 451 | 26 | 2981 0 0 4488 | 1724 | 38 | 6537 | 1228 | 19 | 4099 | 1335 | 33
Ferrari India 71 6 591 4 1 87 44 51 14 2 14 5 3 60
Rolls Royce 179 13 82 2 2 240 54 23 55 5 9 17 3 18
Bentley 218 22 10 49 13 27 156 64 41 38 11 29 37 4 11
Porsche 715 226 | 32 | 416 228 | 55 | 968 425 | 44 | 1331 | 248 | 19 | 595 196 33
Lamborghini 48 19 40 49 21 43 159 109 69 49 22 45 20 0 0
Maserati 11 0 0 78 1 1 12 0 0 11 0 0 1 0 0
Aston Martin 24 11 46 8 3 38 26 7 27 618 3 0 3 0 0
Acura Legend 42 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Alfa Romeo 60 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Lexus Motors 0 0 2 0 13 4 31 8 0 0 1 0 0
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Modi Sarkar ki

Guarantee

Rajpath now becomes Kartavyapath, Mughal Garden becomes Amrit Udyan, new epaulettes
of indian Navy to be based on the naval ensign of Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
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Freedom from colonial mindset
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In first visit to
Valley since
rt 370 move,
PM to address
Srinagar rally

INAVEED 1IQBAL
LIZ MATHEW
SeeNAGAR NEW DELHL FEB 28

N WHAT would mark his fisst
visit to Kashimir since the abro-
T

may address beneficiaries from
Far-furce areas vietuamy~

Mo, wiho visited Jan kst
and ina

Lok Sabha polls, as part of his
tour to il three regions of the
former state — Kashmir. Jamme
and Ladakh He had aiso

ConT 2

DAY AFTER RS POLLS: BJP MLAs SUSPENDED, BUDGET PASSED

Congress firefights in Himachal,
rebellion agamst CM out in open

Vikramaditya
quits as minister,
talks to observers:;
Sukhu says govt
will last full term

NEW DELHI CHANDIGARH.
FESRUARY 2

ADAY after its official candidate
an embarrassing defeat

in the Rajya Sabha elections in
Hamachal Pradesh, the Congress
central  leadership  on
scrambled to svert

INSIDE

—

CBlI SUMMONS
AKHILESH IN 2019
MINING CASE

I_IANOE. msuev
SCGII GA DEAL T1
CREATE MEDIA GI.ANT

on Wednesday. Pu(l.ef(l
ister..

et Shvor e o min

Interim unity govt, common
voter list: Law panel readies
report on simultaneous polls

APURVA VISHWANATH
NEW DELH HIARY 28

FROM MAKINNG expreas provi-
sonsorstoutanecs polis. pr
oLt e
o farmation of 3 unity govern-
rnent fals

tenure. the
Indtia has weorked out three major
-

G
>
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Minister
Modk In its 2019 poll

manifesso, the B said si-
- s poils were

the ball rollire for the Orne!

e
headed by former Karnataka
P Count Clater s Rt Baj
Awasthi_ is set to recommend
the.

The Law C. ission has
the expe:
Konvind Cormrmltee. e diture. ensue efficent
resources and sequrity
frage among othes The luu.“mdlm effective
Commmission & ity o necor- cy planning itsad a
Tist walt
Part XVA. that would make peo- ensure every citizen gees
sices fo s poil: the o exercise

on
1 s the

polls in

Coastiution, sources sxid.
Currently. Part XV of the

While the Liw paned has not
submitred its report to the gow-
ernment it has made detailed

Viksamaditya Singh anncunced
his abinet

ing with AICC observers D K
Baghel

h dlead-
o pacify him by

3ocda Late

the role of the

his/her franchise for 2
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and
in the evening. Vik
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In Kamal Nath bastion of Chhindwara, BJP
on prowl, Congress trles to herd its leaders

ANAND MOHAN J
CHHINDWARA FESRUARY 28

ATEAM of senioe Coen
ers. including former general
secrecar o an

PAGE 1
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[WITH THE Befgian Malinoss be-
coming the preferred canine

tants in their tun-

Nath and his son Nakul Nath
doanate the landacape.

Kamal Nath loyalist. is wasching

Adding that it is wrong to
prociasm the Congress's demise.,
BP b

Ram Nath Kovind, to

“esxamirse.
daticers for bolding sis nevers
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

DDA razes house of
man who led team
that rescued 41 from
Uttarakhand tunnel

Hasan says only his house demolished;
removed encroachment, says DDA

ABHINAY A HARIGOVIND
NEW DELHI FEBRUARY 28

THREE MONTHS ago. Vageel

Thxs asea.
ithortes)came
for demolition today morning:
1y wife and 1 were ot at hos
only my children were there i
back. tried teling them

cality. “There are other houses in
the same line. its 3 colory. They
Said it s DDA land. In the area.

> g Mt - y erey

listen.~ Hasan, 45. who dsoowns  The registry is from 1987, and we

Rockowell the com- 2012
“rat- s anS0g% ploc” he said.

DDA said. "On 25.022024. a
demotet: e was conducted
0 remove from

on Chhindvara_They cantry o
break us. but the Chhindwara
backs

scpired land in village Khaguss
Khas. The fand was part of

g Y Ehae st i 2

nelsinGaza, but also track and at-

i ceackilly sk iagrfi e
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Errope and krael,

India's elie
uanit_ thse National Security Guard
NSC). s €0 soo the
ferocious four-legged fighting
force in its future operations in
placeof the adocable Labradior

ael-
Patesting confiict: the Belgian
Malinois — 2 canine

highly Belgian
Malinois.  While eardier.

sniffing
ind lr.lxku:g, and German
Shepherds for the NSG

impacesr.

2023 Az present. the squad has
Labradors, cocker spaniets and
Belgian Malinois. We have 20
Lracocs and ase not scquining
mrare Labradors since we plan 1o
retire them gradually. As thes re-
we have acquired 14
Beigian Malinois and they are
Belza.

Land.~

c
are .lgains( e wall™
coNT 2

]

The US forces that hunted down

ciaty trained by the Israek forces

squads well become leaner. Else.
totake ot

to not just sniff out H.

=pape- RS- Il <o

nowour
Malinois is the pred beeed
S the beaat Mo n 11 e et

ABelgian NSG's K9 unit du
anti-terror drill. Cajendrs Yoo

Hasan claimed his house was.
the only one targeted in the io-

NSG’s Labradorg set to mak ¢ way for the more versatile Belgian

“Labradoss get tired easily

can gee playful dusing oper-
Stsons. These are oL issues we
face with the Malinces. Labeadoes
== constantly looking for affec-
Bon and are eager w please

peofessional that way.~ he.
NSG second-in-command
Mujoe Rishi

plot
Recalling the rescue mis:
i November, Hasan, the faher
of three minor children, said.
“We didn't think abosit o
and got the work done. We are
notasking for money. all1 ask for
S that 1 have the bouse | was Hv-
ing in. Where do we 20 with the
children? Kiraya dena humare
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Malinois

Canine Reward Delivery Systems
(CRDS)designed for

for remote operations and real-
time feedback. CRDS allows a
dog owear acamena fized visor
and a radio set i hed 10 its
collar. The Hannen can stay far
fom the o =1
in the dog alone, passing on in-
Structions through the radio set.

Aasyoe
said, “The Makinois can also be

e
G Camn Pk i Withons e b
volverment of ies handler, thus re—
duscing the risk to the soldies™

plosives and attack terrorists
based on directions given re-
CRDS.~




Number of ultra-rich in India
rises 6% in '23: Knight Frank

Ultra-high Net Worth Individuals (UHNWIs ) are defined as
individuals having a net worth of $30 million and above.

NO. OF UHNWIS IN INDIA
19,908*

12495 13,263

2022 ' 2023 ' 2028

*Estimated to increase

No. of UHNWiIs globally

2022: 6,01,300

2023 IKIE)
2028 8,02,891*

Indian UHNWIsin 2024
900 / Towitnessanincrease
0 in their wealth during
theyear2024
63 / Toseeasignificant
0 increase of more than
10% in their wealth value

Knight Frank's country rankings:

(Year-on-year expansion)

Turkey: 9.7%
The US: 7.9%
India: 6.1%
South Korea: 5.6%
Switzerland: 5.1%

*Estimated to increase
Source: Knight Frank/PTI




COUNTRY FACES TWIN DEMOGRAPHIC CHALLENGES: PERSISTENTLY LOW FERTILITY RATE, AGEING POPULATION

Singapore’s shrinking population: Fertility rate below 1 % for first time

GURDIP SINGH
SINGAPORE, FEBRUARY 28

SINGAPORE, FACING a dwin-
dling population and a man-
power shortage, has seen its res-
ident total fertility rate (TFR)
drop to an estimated 0.97 per
centin 2023, the first time it has
dropped below one per cent in
the country's history.

The TFR, which refers to the
average number of babies each
woman would have during her
reproductive years, fell from 1.04
in 2022 and 1.12 in 2021,
Minister in the Prime Minister's
Office (PMO) Indranee Rajah told
Parliament on Wednesday.

~rn

The birth rate remains below
thereplacementrate of 2.1 - the
level at which a population re-
places itself. The latest figure
places Singapore among coun-
tries with the lowest birth rates
globally, with South Korea top-
ping the list at 0.72 in 2023, The
Straits Times newspaper re-
ported on Wednesday.

There were 26,500 resident
marriages and 30,500 resident
births in 2023, said Indranee,
who oversees the National
Population and Talent Division,
which is under the Strategy
Group in the PMO.

“Overall, however, there
were fewer resident marriages
and births annually on average

With fewer births, Singapore will face a shrinking workforce,
which will affect attracting global business in the future. Reuters

over the last five years, com-
pared to the preceding five-year
period,” she said.

Singapore is confronted with
the “twin demographic chal-
lenges of a persistently low fertil-
ityrate and an ageing population”,
the daily quoted the minister as
saying. These challenges are not
unique to Singapore, she added.
Neighbouring Malaysia and
Thailand also saw their fertility
rates fall in 2022.

Indranee gave various rea-
sons for Singapore's low fertility,
including the Covid-19 pan-
demic disrupting some couples’
marriage and parenthood plans.

She added, “Others cite con-
cerns about the financial costs of

child-raising, pressures to be an
excellent parent, or difficulties
managing work and family com-
mitments.” Indranee said the
falling numbers reflect a gener-
ational change in priorities, and
young people may not even see
marriage or parenthood as im-
portant life goals.

The falling TFR has serious
implications for Singapore's fu-
ture, she cautioned. She said,
“With fewer births, we will face a
shrinking workforce. It will be in-
creasingly challenging to maintain
our dynamism, attract global
businesses and create opportuni-
ties for the next generation.” She
said countries such as South Korea
and Italy have already experi-

enced this,and they are grappling
with economic slowdowns and
falling wages.

In 2023, the government an-
nounced various measures to
support marriage and parent-
hood, including doubling the gov-
ernment-paid paternity leave and
increasing Baby Bonus benefits. It
has also supported the adoption
of flexible work arrangements as
partofefforts to help working par-
ents manage jobs and families.

Atripartite work group is de-
veloping guidelines on flexible
work arrangements that will be
compulsory for employers to
follow once they are imple-
mented later in 2024, the
Singapore daily reported. ~ PTI




Viacom18 to merge into Star India; Ambanis to infuse $1.4 bn

RIL, Disney form $8.5 bn
entertainment giant

VIVEAT SUSAN PINTO
Mumbai, February 28

RELIANCE INDUSTRIES AND Walt Disney
on Wednesday announced the merger of
their television and streaming media
companies in India — Viacom 18 and Star
India — creating an $8.5-billion enter-
tainment juggernaut. The move has been
in the works since

December 2023.
As part of the

:'IOW media transaction,the media
a[‘dscape undertaking of Via-
willchange .18 willbe merged
B PAGE 4 into Star India

through a court-

approved scheme of arrangement. In
addition, RILhas agreed to invest $1.4 bil-
lion (¥11,500 crore) into the JV for its
growth strategy. While RIL will own a
16.349% stake in the combined entity,
Viacom18 and Disney will have 46.82%
and 36.84%, respectively. Nita Ambani
will be the chairperson of the J[Vand Uday
Shankar will be the vice-chairperson.
The transaction is expected to be com-

MEGA MERGER mReliance Industrles

to own

entity

Disney to own

T respectively

Nita Ambanito be the
chairperson of the JV

pleted by the last quarter of calendaryear
2024 or by early 2025, the companies
said, subject to regulatory and share-
holder approvals.

Disneywill provide a content licence to
the JV and may also contribute certain
additional media assets to the JV, it said.
This will include a licence to more than
30,000 Disney content assets apart from

16.34% "

in the combined

m Viacom18 and

4£:6.82% = 36.8L%

-

©:

Uday Shankar to be
vice-chairperson

the exclusive rights to distribute Disney
films and productions in India.

At a broader level, the JV will be one of
the leading TV and digital streaming plat-
forms for entertainment and sports con-
tent in India,with more than 100 TV chan-
nels like Star Plus, Colors and Star Sports.

Continued on Page 13
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Maharashtra Exempts Private
Schools from RTE Quota
Admissions



* The Maharashtra school education department recently issued a gazette
notification exempting private unaided schools from the mandatory 25%
admission quota for disadvantaged groups and weaker sections under
certain conditions.

* As per The Right Of Children To Free And Compulsory Education Act,
2009 (RTE Act) (section 12.1(C)), unaided schools are obligated to ensure
that 25% of Class 1 students admitted must belong to “weaker section and
disadvantaged group in the neighbourhood”.



 With this move, Maharashtra joins Karnataka and Kerala in exempting
private schools from RTE admissions, following Karnataka's 2018
rule and Kerala's 2011 rules which allow fee concession only if no
government or aided schools are within walking distance, set at 1 km for
Class 1 students.



 Right to Free and Compulsory Elementary Education:Children aged 6-14 years are
entitled to free, compulsory education in local schools, with enrolilment in an age-
appropriate class for those above 6 not in school.

* Aided schools must also offer education for free, proportionate to their funding,
but not less than 25%.



Steadfast Defender





https://www.iasparliament.com/current-affairs/need-for-indias-entry-to-nato-plus




» Participants - Over 90,000 troops from 31 NATO allies as well
as special invitee Sweden will participate in the exercise.

* Russian exclave Kaliningrad is situated between EU and
NATO members Lithuania and Poland, and is also the
headquarters of Russia’s Baltic Sea fleet, and the country’s only
ice-free European port.






* The 2024 theme for National Science Day, celebrated every
year on February 28, is “Science for Sustainable
Development”.

 About

« Science and technological developments are key drivers of
India’s journey towards becoming a developed country by
2047 .



 Funding for R&D in India

* Funding for fundamental research in India Is amongst
the world’s lowest.

* [n the recent past, India’s R&D expense has dropped to
the current 0.64-0.65% of GDP from 0.8% in 2008-2009 and
0.7% in 2017-2018.



@ Gross domestic expenditure on R&D as a3 % of GDP 8 R&D expenditure (in Rs. crore)

0.8

0.75

0.7

0.65

0.6



e Brazil, Russia, China and South Africa spend around 1.2%, 1.1%, above 2% and
0.8% respectively. The world average is around 1.8%.




Countries with higher per capita GDP invest more in R&D

B RaD as a % of GDP [ india

4.94%
4.00%
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2.83%
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e Brain Drain

— Lower spending on R&D, and less innovative opportunities
may lead people to move from one region to another region —
state/ country for better opportunity.

— This phenomenon is known as brain drain and reduces the

competitive edge of a state, further impacting the country’s
overall economy.



Purplic 2024


https://www.insightsonindia.com/2024/02/28/purple-fest-2024/




* The 'Purple Fest’, organised by the Ministry of Social Justice
and Empowerment, Government of India, aims to
raise awareness about different disabilities and their impact
on people’s lives and to promote understanding,
acceptance and inclusion of persons with disabilities within
society.
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e The Solar Energy Corporation of India Limited (SECI) has
commissioned India’s largest Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) in
Rajnandgaon, Chhattisgarh, with an installed capacity of 40 MW/120
MWh.

* This project combines solar photovoltaic (PV) panels with battery
storage to meet peak energy demands.

* The project ensures power stability through efficient power
evacuation and transmission.



* It IS estimated to save tonnes of carbon dioxide emissions
annually and is financially supported by the World Bank,
Clean Technology Fund, and domestic lending agencies,
demonstrating collaborative efforts to drive sustainable financial

arrangements.
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