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Maharashtra Exempts Private 
Schools from RTE Quota 

Admissions



• The Maharashtra school education department recently issued a gazette 
notification exempting private unaided schools from the mandatory 25% 
admission quota for disadvantaged groups and weaker sections under 
certain conditions.

• As per The Right Of Children To Free And Compulsory Education Act, 
2009 (RTE Act) (section 12.1(C)), unaided schools are obligated to ensure 
that 25% of Class 1 students admitted must belong to “weaker section and 
disadvantaged group in the neighbourhood”.



• With this move, Maharashtra joins Karnataka and Kerala in exempting 
private schools from RTE admissions, following Karnataka's 2018 
rule and Kerala's 2011 rules which allow fee concession only if no 
government or aided schools are within walking distance, set at 1 km for 
Class 1 students.



• Right to Free and Compulsory Elementary Education:Children aged 6-14 years are 

entitled to free, compulsory education in local schools, with enrollment in an age-
appropriate class for those above 6 not in school.

• Aided schools must also offer education for free, proportionate to their funding, 
but not less than 25%.

•



Steadfast Defender



It is the largest exercise conducted by the NATO since the Cold War.

Steadfast Defender - It is a military exercise which incorporates land, air, sea, 
cyber, and space operations to enhance civil-military cooperation, by NATO.

he North Atlantic Treaty Council (NATO) has started its largest military exercise 
in Europe, the Steadfast Defender 2024.

https://www.iasparliament.com/current-affairs/need-for-indias-entry-to-nato-plus


The last exercise on a similar scale to Steadfast 
Defender 24 was REFORGER 88.

Aim - To highlight its collective military might and 
commitment to the security of its members in light 
of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.



• Participants - Over 90,000 troops from 31 NATO allies as well 
as special invitee Sweden will participate in the exercise.

• Russian exclave Kaliningrad is situated between EU and 
NATO members Lithuania and Poland, and is also the 
headquarters of Russia’s Baltic Sea fleet, and the country’s only 
ice-free European port.



Funding for Research 
and Development in 
India



• The 2024 theme for National Science Day, celebrated every 
year on February 28, is “Science for Sustainable 
Development”.

• About

• Science and technological developments are key drivers of 
India’s journey towards becoming a developed country by 
2047.



• Funding for R&D in India

• Funding for fundamental research in India is amongst 
the world’s lowest.

• In the recent past, India’s R&D expense has dropped to 
the current 0.64-0.65% of GDP from 0.8% in 2008-2009 and 
0.7% in 2017-2018.

•





India’s Gross Expenditure on R&D (GERD) is lower than the other 
BRICS nations.

• Brazil, Russia, China and South Africa spend around 1.2%, 1.1%, above 2% and 
0.8% respectively. The world average is around 1.8%.

Developed countries the United States, Sweden, and Switzerland 
spend about 2.9%, 3.2% and 3.4%, respectively. Israel spends 
approx. 4.5% of its GDP on R&D, the highest in the world.





• Brain Drain

– Lower spending on R&D, and less innovative opportunities 
may lead people to move from one region to another region –
state/ country for better opportunity.
– This phenomenon is known as brain drain and reduces the 
competitive edge of a state, further impacting the country’s 
overall economy.



Purple Fest 2024

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2024/02/28/purple-fest-2024/


Major launches included the “INDIA NEURODIVERSITY PLATFORM” and a 
handbook addressing language barriers.

The Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities, Ministry of 
Social Justice & Empowerment, Government of India, organized Purple 

Fest 2024 at Rashtrapati Bhawan, celebrating diversity and unity.



• The ‘Purple Fest’, organised by the Ministry of Social Justice 
and Empowerment, Government of India, aims to 
raise awareness about different disabilities and their impact 
on people’s lives and to promote understanding, 
acceptance and inclusion of persons with disabilities within 
society.

•



India’s largest solar-battery project



• The Solar Energy Corporation of India Limited (SECI) has 
commissioned India’s largest Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) in 
Rajnandgaon, Chhattisgarh, with an installed capacity of 40 MW/120 
MWh.

• This project combines solar photovoltaic (PV) panels with battery 
storage to meet peak energy demands. 

• The project ensures power stability through efficient power 
evacuation and transmission.



• It is estimated to save tonnes of carbon dioxide emissions 
annually and is financially supported by the World Bank, 
Clean Technology Fund, and domestic lending agencies, 
demonstrating collaborative efforts to drive sustainable financial 
arrangements.

•













Thank you 
guys.


