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The Treaty of Dunkirk was signed by France and the United 
Kingdom on 4 March 1947, during the aftermath of World War 
II and the start of the Cold War, as a Treaty of Alliance and 
Mutual Assistance in the event of possible attacks by Germany 
or the Soviet Union.

In March 1948, this alliance was expanded in the 
Treaty of Brussels to include the Benelux countries, 
forming the Brussels Treaty Organization, commonly 
known as the Western Union













































• What is the Background of their Formation?

• In 1809, the institution of ombudsman was inaugurated officially in 
Sweden.

• In the 20th century, Ombudsman as an institution developed and grew most 
significantly after the Second World War.

• New Zealand and Norway adopted this system in the year 1962 and it proved to 
be of great significance in spreading the concept of the ombudsman.



• In 1967, on the recommendations of the Whyatt Report of 1961, Great 
Britain adopted the institution of the ombudsman and became the first 
large nation in the democratic world to have such a system.

• In 1966, Guyana became the first developing nation to adopt the concept of the 
ombudsman. Subsequently, it was further adopted by Mauritius, Singapore, 
Malaysia, and India as well.

•



• In India, the concept of constitutional ombudsman was first proposed by 
the then law minister Ashok Kumar Sen in parliament in the early 1960s.

• The term Lokpal and Lokayukta were coined by Dr. L. M. Singhvi.

• In 1966, the First Administrative Reforms Commission recommended the 
setting up of two independent authorities- at the central and state level, to 
look into complaints against public functionaries, including MPs.

•



• What are the Key Provisions of the Lokpal and Lokayuktas (Amendment) 
Act, 2016?

• It amended the Lokpal and Lokayukta Act, 2013.

• It also amended section 44 of the 2013 Act that deals with the provision of 
furnishing of details of assets and liabilities of public servants within 30 
days of joining the government service.

• It replaces the time limit of 30 days, now the public servants will make a 
declaration of their assets and liabilities in the form and manner as 
prescribed by the government.



• What is the Structure of Lokpal?

• Lokpal is a multi-member body, that consists of one chairperson and a maximum of 8 
members.

• Chairperson of the Lokpal should be either the former Chief Justice of India or the former 
Judge of Supreme Court or an eminent person with impeccable integrity and outstanding 
ability, having special knowledge and expertise of minimum 25 years in the matters relating to 
anti-corruption policy, public administration, vigilance, finance including insurance and 
banking, law and management.

• Out of the maximum eight members, half will be judicial members and minimum 50% of the 
Members will be from SC/ ST/ OBC/ Minorities and women.



• The judicial member of the Lokpal either a former Judge of the Supreme Court or a 
former Chief Justice of a High Court.

• The non-judicial member should be an eminent person with impeccable integrity and 
outstanding ability, having special knowledge and expertise of minimum 25 years in 
the matters relating to anti-corruption policy, public administration, vigilance, finance 
including insurance and banking, law and management.

• The term of office for Lokpal Chairman and Members is 5 years or till the age of 70 
years.

• The members are appointed by the president on the recommendation of a Selection 
Committee.



• The selection committee is composed of the Prime Minister who is the 
Chairperson, Speaker of Lok Sabha, Leader of Opposition in Lok 
Sabha, Chief Justice of India or a Judge nominated by him/her and One 
eminent jurist.

• For selecting the chairperson and the members, the selection committee 
constitutes a search panel of at least eight persons.

•



What comes under the Jurisdiction of Lokpal and its 
Powers?

Jurisdiction of Lokpal includes Prime Minister, 
Ministers, members of Parliament, Groups A, B, C 
and D officers and officials of Central Government.



• The Inquiry Wing of the Lokpal has been vested with the powers of a civil 
court.

• Lokpal has powers of confiscation of assets, proceeds, 
receipts and benefits arisen or procured by means of corruption in special 
circumstances.

• Lokpal has the power to recommend transfer or suspension of public 
servant connected with allegation of corruption.

• Lokpal has the power to give directions to prevent the destruction of 
records during the preliminary inquiry.







1995–2008

According to Kingston, from 1995 to 2008, Japan’s number 
of regular workers decreased by 3.8 million while the 
number of irregular workers increased by 7.6 million.

2065

Japan’s population is projected to shrink well into the 
middle of this century, dropping to an estimated 88 million 

in 2065 — a 30% decline in 45 years.







Nordic-Baltic Eight (NB8)



Members -

5 Nordic Countries - Denmark, Finland, 
Iceland, Norway, and Sweden.

3 Baltic countries - Estonia, Latvia, and 
Lithuania.

NB8 - A regional framework consisting of 8 countries from the Northern 
Europe.

he India-Nordic-Baltic Eight (NB8) meeting was held recently on the 
sidelines of the Raisina Dialogue, 2024 in New Delhi.



• Established in - 1992

• Aim - To discuss important regional and international issues in an informal 
atmosphere.

• Chair - In 2024, the NB8 is chaired by Sweden which was taken over 
from Latvia.

• NB8 Wise Men Report - It is also known as Birkavs-Gade Report.

• It provides concrete guidelines for promoting cooperation between the 8 
countries.

• e-PINE - Enhanced Partnership in Northern Europe (e-PINE) was launched by 
the United States in 2003.





Gemma



• Google has recently introduced Gemma, latest open artificial intelligence (AI) 
model.

• Gemma is a family of open-source AI models developed by Google DeepMind.

• Its name is derived from the Latin word ‘gemma,’ which translates to precious 
stone.



• It has been built using the same research and technology used in Gemini 
models by Google.

• Gemma is being offered in 2 model sizes, Gemma 2B and Gemma 7B, which 
have been released with pre-trained and instruction-tuned variants



Dosti-16



• The 16thedition of the Dosti-16 exercise has been recently concluded with 
observers from Bangladesh.

• Dosti-16 is a trilateral exercise between the coast guards of India, the 
Maldives, and Sri Lanka.

• The exercise aims to improve maritime interoperability, enhance cooperation, 
and strengthen friendship.

• The exercise has been held every 2 years since 1991, except in 2021.



DHARMA GUARDIAN



• The 5th edition of EXERCISE ‘DHARMA GUARDIAN’ commenced recently in 
Rajasthan.

• Exercise 'DHARMA GUARDIAN’ is a Joint annual military exercise and conducted 
alternatively in India and Japan.

• Aim - To foster Military Cooperation and enhance combined capabilities to execute 
joint operations in semi-urban environment under Chapter VII of United Nations 
Charter.



Tangail Saree



Bangladeshis annoyed after West Bengal gets GI Tag for Tangail Saree.

Tangail sarees named after the place called Tangail, located in Bangladesh.

Weavers from Tangail region of then East Bengal, migrated to different parts of 
West Bengal and continued their weaving profession for production of Tangail 
Sarees.

The Tangail saree is a simplification of Jamdani cotton saree but with minimal 
designs in body portion, thereby minimizing the labour and price.



The traditional tangail borders had a ‘paddo’ or lotus pattern, pradeep or lamp 
pattern apart from popular ‘ans par’ that was common in Shantipur region.

Materials used - Tangail weavers normally used cotton and the texture is usually 
high and compact.

Tassar silk yarn, Mercerized cotton yarn, dyed twisted cotton yarn are used as 
extra warp for making designs in the borders of the sarees.

Jacquards fabrics are used for making designs in the borders.

Coloured yarns are used for both warp and weft and in extra warp also.



Geographical Indication (GI) Tag

•It is defined under Article-23 and 24 of the Trade-Related Aspects of 
Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS) Agreement of the World Trade 
Organization (WTO).

•GI tag is a form of certification that recognizes unique products based 
on their origin.
•GI tagged products can be natural or man-made.

•The raw materials for such products do not necessarily have to come 
from that region, unless it is an agricultural tag.



Rani 
Chennamma



• Commemorating 200 years of Rani Chennamma’s rebellion against the British East 
India Company, several social groups across India have organised a national campaign, 
Naanoo Rani Chennamma (I am Rani Chennamma too) on 21st February.



The Campaign is trying to invoke 
Chennamma’s memory to show that women 
can be the vanguards of safeguarding dignity 
and justice. Rani Chennamma’s bravery is an 

inspiration to the women of the country.

Her stride and quick thinking to safeguard her 
homeland can be seen as a testament to her 

commitment and dedication to protecting her 
kingdom.





23 Oct. 1778

Chenamma was born on 23rd October 
1778, in Kagati, a small village in 
present-day Belagavi district in 

Karnataka.

1816

At the age of 15, she married Raja 
Mallasarja of Kittur, who ruled the 

province until 1816.

1816

After Mallasarja’s death in 1816, his 
eldest son, Shivalingarudra Sarja, 

ascended the throne. But it wasn’t 
long before Shivalingarudra’s health 

started deteriorating.



Before his death in 1824, Shivalingarudra adopted a child, Shivalingappa, as 
the successor. However, the British East India Company refused to recognise 
Shivalingappa as the successor of the kingdom under the ‘Doctrine of Lapse’.

Kittur needed an heir apparent to survive. However, Shivalingarudra had no 
natural heir and Chennamma too had lost her son.



• Under the doctrine, any princely state without a 
natural heir would collapse and would be annexed by 
the Company.

• John Thackery, the British official at Dharwad, launched 
an attack on Kittur in October 1824.

•



Battle Against British:

In 1824, a fleet of 20,000 British soldiers was positioned on the foothills of the 
Kittur fort as they attempted to invade the former princely state of Karnataka.

But Rani Chennamma retaliated and killed a British official to protect and 
safeguard her homeland.

Trained in martial arts and military tactics, she was a formidable leader.

She led her army into battle, employing guerrilla warfare tactics to surprise 
the British forces



• What is the Doctrine of Lapse?

• It was an annexation policy followed widely by Lord 
Dalhousie when he was India's Governor-General from 1848 to 
1856.

• According to this, any princely state that was under the direct 
or indirect control of the East India Company where the ruler 
did not have a legal male heir would be annexed by the 
company.

• As per this, any adopted son of the Indian ruler could not 
be proclaimed as heir to the kingdom.

• By applying the doctrine of lapse, Dalhousie annexed the States 
of:

• Satara (1848 A.D.), Jaitpur, and Sambalpur (1849 A.D.), 
Baghat (1850 A.D.), Udaipur (1852 A.D.), Jhansi (1853 
A.D.), and Nagpur (1854 A.D.).

•



Private Investments in India's 
Nuclear Energy



India is set to revolutionise 
its nuclear energy sector by 

inviting private companies to 
invest approximately USD 26 
billion, marking a significant 

shift in its energy policy.

This move aims to boost 
electricity generation from 

non-carbon-emitting sources 
and aligns with India's 
ambitious targets for 

renewable energy adoption.



The government is negotiating with leading firms such as Reliance 
Industries, Tata Power, Adani Power, and Vedanta Ltd.

for investments of about Rs 440 billion ($5.3 billion) each in the nuclear 
energy sector. The government aims to add 11,000 megawatts (MW) of 
new nuclear power generation capacity by 2040 through this investment. 

This initiative is expected to diversify India's energy mix, reduce 
dependence on fossil fuels, and enhance energy security in the long run.



Private companies will be responsible for making investments in nuclear 
plants, acquiring land, and water, and undertaking construction activities.

However, the rights to build, operate, and manage the nuclear stations, as 
well as fuel management, will remain with the state-run Nuclear Power 
Corporation of India Ltd. (NPCIL) as per legal provisions.

Private companies are anticipated to generate revenue from electricity 
sales, while NPCIL will operate the projects for a fee.



Cyclone Shelter HAMs Excel in IOTA 
Expedition



• A dedicated team of amateur radio 
operators (HAMs) advocating last-mile 
connectivity, aimed to integrate HAM 
education in schools for enhanced disaster 
response, embarked on a significant journey 
from cyclone shelters in Nachugunta Island, 
Andhra Pradesh, to participate in the Island 
on the Air (IOTA) expedition.



KALIA Scheme



he Odisha state cabinet recently extended the KALIA 
scheme for 3 more years.

KALIA stands for “Krushak Assistance for Livelihood 
and Income Augmentation”.

It is a cash assistant scheme launched by Odisha 
Government in 2018 to accelerate Agricultural 
Prosperity and reduce poverty in the State.

Financial assistance of Rs.25,000 will be given per 
farm family over 5 seasons.



Operation AMRITH (Antimicrobial 
Resistance Intervention for Total 

Health)



• The Kerala Drug Control Department launched Operation 
AMRITH to prevent the overuse of antibiotics in the state.

• Background

• In 2011, the Indian government introduced the H1 rule to 
prohibit the over-the-counter (OTC) sales of antibiotics without 
a prescription, responding to the growing concern over 
antimicrobial resistance (AMR).

•



• In 2013, the rule to limit the OTC restriction was limited to second- and third-line 
antibiotics, allowing the sale of first-line antibiotics without a prescription.

• Step was taken to ensure that life-saving antibiotics remained accessible to 
the public, especially in remote areas

• Operation AMRITH enforces the original H1 rule, mandating a doctor’s 
prescription for acquiring any class of antibiotics.

•



First private ammunition 
manufacture facility opens



• In a first in the private sector, two facilities for the manufacture of ammunition 
and missiles were opened by Adani Defence and Aerospace in Kanpur, Uttar 
Pradesh recently.

• About:

• The Kanpur complex is set to become one of the largest integrated 
ammunition manufacturing complexes in South Asia.

• The facilities will produce high-quality small, medium and large calibre 
ammunition for the armed forces, paramilitary forces and the police.



Garbhini-GA2



BRIC-THSTI Faridabad and IIT Madras researchers have developed an India-
specific model to determine the age of a foetus in a pregnant woman in the 
second and third trimesters precisely.

About

Currently, the age of a foetus (gestational age, GA) is determined using a 
formula developed for Western populations and are likely to be erroneous 
when applied in the later part of pregnancy due to variations in the growth of 
the foetus in the Indian population.





Thank you 
guys.


