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Several Indians released by Russian Army: MEA

Ministry of External Affairs says it ‘strongly”
took up such cases with Ri
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dxsdmrged after
such cases were “strongly”
taken up with the Russian
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The Ministry said it has

een some inaccurate re-
ports in the media regard-
ing Indians with the Rus-
sian Army seeking help for
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BJP-ruled States”
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Israel proposes
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for Gaza civilians
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Minister Benjamin Netamyabu
Sround invasion of the

The Hindu had T
it et iy Bicet
as security helpers for the
Russian have ap-
proached the Indian Em-
bassy in Moscow seeking
the governments help to

Russian authorities

return home but have not
received a response.

“Top priority
~Each and every such case
brought to the attention of
the Indian Embassy in
AMoscow has been strongly
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the Ministry have been ta-
ken up with the

priority. to actively pur:
Tag wich the Russian auth-
orities all the relevant cas-
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Army,

Brother of a missing J&K resident says their calls
to the Indian mission have gone unanswered

J&K resident Zahoor Ahmad Sheikh, who jomned a5 3 security helper
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n Monday, the brother
of Zahoor Ahmad Sheikh
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ple calls and messages 1o
lhe indian Embassy have
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n jammu and Kashmir
who has been incommuni-
after he

Army,
told The Hindu that multi-

Rrmiin said that his brother
was working in
garh when he got an oﬂ'er
to work in Russia.

“He got engaged a few

months ago and reached
Russia iIn December 2023,
He regularly spoke with us
but on fanuary 1 he told us

tll then as Zahoor told us
he would be in a no-net-
work zone. but when we
started calling him, his In-

an and Russian phone
s were not reacha-
ble,” Mr. Amin sai

An agent helped the fa-
mily a complaint
with the emergency num-

‘Committed’ to secure
relevant cases from Russian Army, says Ministry

bers of!he Indian Smbasey
on January 23 and submit-
et copies of thelr docu-
ments with the mission.
“We filed a complaint

wr several -
Our calls to the Indian mis-
sion either remain unan-

work has been

sent
authorities,” Mz
sasd.

of Indians in all

Surinder Paul €27, a re-
sident of Jammu, said he

was stuck in a bunker wis
another Indian in Ukraine.

our agent on January 24.
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HC sets aside T.N. Minister’s
discharge in land scam case

Mohamed Imranullah S.
CHENNAL

The public should not be
led to believe that a trial
against a politician in this
State is nothing but a
mockery of dispensing cri-
minal justice, the Madras
High Court observed on
Monday and set aside the

Rural Deve-

Just Anand Venka-
cesh held thar he erial
court’s March 17, 2023 dis-
charge order “com-
pletely specious and per-
verse”, and said: “The

the admini
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tration of criminal justice
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the Minister last year, the
L

.
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nidhi" security
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o furnish
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same day
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ate
cross-.

He ordered the trial to

be conducted on a day-to-
basis and completed
before July 3!

HC rejects Gyanvapi mosque
panels appeal against puja

NEW DELHI

Puja will continue in the
southern cellar of the Vara-
nasi-based Gyanvapi mos-
que as the Allahabad H;

served that the 1993 deci-
sion by the then Uttar Pra-
desh government (headed
by the Samajwadi Party] to
stop the worship inside the
cellar was “illegal".
district
31 al-

Security personnel deployed
near rreapi mosque in
Waranasi on Monday. PT1

ship rights inside the cellar.
He also claimed to be the
owner of the disputed site.
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Pathak “Vyas® seeking wor-

prayers at the

the judgment deli-
Sorest. on Monday, the
Bench of Justice Rohit Ran-
jan Agarwal noted that pri-
ma facie. the act of the
State government

1993 restraining the Vyas
family as well as the devo-
tees from perf wor-
ship and rituals at the site

. ey

further noted
dut Article 25 of the Gon.
ants of

Centre ‘examining’ Indian tech firm sanctioned
by EU, US. for ‘close ties’ with Russian companies

NEW DELHI

The government is examin-
ing: desaile_af ar neiir:
tech

as to ravel to Russia,
wyers confirmed. i
Ing that the company had
urgent and close ties with
Russian counterparts.
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CISCE postpones Class 12
chernjs.tw exam to March 21

il for the Indian School Certificare
Examinations (CISCE} on Monday postponed the
Class 12 board examination for
ntarch

of sald
principals. There

board to queries about

the exact reasons behind the postponement of

the examination. s

5C to seek SoP for ease of
access to disabled in airports

The Supreme Court on

==
ease of access to persons with disabilities
airports. A Bench headed uy(_n.ermsxlceofmm
LY. Chamnsdrac
T hearing mesubmlmumsﬂ.eﬂn bﬂla]lnf
a wheslchair-bound woman whoe was asked
Fand up for security check at the Kollat Alrpore.

Voice of love and longing falls silent

Pankaj Udhas started as a mbla playes: later, he was introduced to plavback singing but he switched to non-film ghazals
movesd o froem ghoweals, his concerts continued o antract crowds

where he found success: even when Hindi cinema

Al Kumar

he soulful woice
T(hal soothed bro-
ken hearts, Pankaj

Udhas passed ¢ after a
prolonged illness in Mum-
bai on Monday at 72
AT the

PANKAT UDHAS (1551-2024)
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Govt. launches
project aimed
at anaemia
control in girls

The Hindu Burean
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The Centre launched an in-
-

a1 distriers firet oe & pilor
project.
The
signed an Mol for the
nion

two  ministries
scheme. U Minister for
Ayush Sarbananda
wal and Union Minister of
Wwomen and Child Dewve-
lopment Smritl Irani were
present at the ceremony.
uUnider Mission Utkarsh,

hosh_ Because of his deep | 15 central ministries or
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Grant permanent commission
to women: SC to Coast Guard

The HMindu
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Burean

The Supreme Court on
aonday urged the Indian
Coast Guard to ensure that

you do not do ir, we will do
. So wake a k at that™
Chief Justice of India D

speak  of
shaktl’  [woman  powerl.
Piow show it here. You are
in the deep end of the sea

board,” Chief Justice in this matte: You st
Chandrachud firm, come up with a policy
adjourning the case to which reats women falr-
)-'ilday by, the court had ohserved

in an earlier hearing.
|ng a plea Aled by B i
Coast G

The Suarerne Court had froswned on e govermment’s
o alice 10 women permanent commission.

vears, he will stop the go-
vernment from interfering
in the lives of middle-class
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eople asso-
claved i the il
dustry to think out of the
wemioTe | box 1o find new markets.
“Don't leave this work to
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want to see the the lives of people” he

men in the Coast Guard... | sasd.
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find gestational age developed
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Owdinary human beings may not be able to understand

realising s ™ 15 Al 11 Is hard b fnd such great.
souled persons (Bahaanarm fan — Bhagavad
Gita Chapter V11195

Sage Valmiki, a hunter by profession, became an ascetic

fase ~Mara, Mara™ in suc

=, and he was freed from his past Inglorious life. It is
said that sage Bhrugu Maharshi was born as Valmiki to
vt £l

For Brahmam (Brahmam beyond time and
space), e sy]lable ORI 15 prefixed. The syllable need
ot be used for 5. Brahmam (Brahmam with ouali-
os an ganach.

Rama is just a two-Jetter word, and it is called “Tharaka
. which signifies retrieving a person from the sea
a
So many noble and pious men like Azhwars and Mayan-

mars, Sri Adi Sankara, Bamanujacharya, and Madhwa-
charys were born in this world to uplift the ordinary
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Voice of love and longing falls silent

Pankaj Udhas started as a tabla player; later, he was introduced to playback singing but he switched to non-film ghazals

where he found success; even when Hindi cinema moved away from ghazals, his concerts continued to attract crowds

Anuj Kumar

he soulful voice
Tthat soothed bro-
ken hearts, Pankaj

Udhas passed away after a
prolonged illness in Mum-
bai on Monday at 72.

At the cusp of 1980,
when the “angry young
man” had sucked the me-
lody out of lives, Udhas,
following the footsteps of
Mehdi Hasan and Jagjit
Singh, popularised ghazals
among the youth. Breaking
away from the classical for-
mat, he liberated the ro-
mantic form from Persian-
ised Urdu to convey pain in
simple verse like Deewaron
Se Milkar Rona Achcha Lag-
ta Hai and tweaked the
plaintive orchestration to
create a new, youthful riff
that could declare Mohe
Aai Na Jag Se Laaj Main It-
na Zor Se Nachi Aaj Ki
Ghungroo Toot Gaye.

The image of an elegant-
ly dressed Udhas with a
harmonium, not a hair out
of place, whispering ever
so softly into the micro-
phone, Aur Ahista Kijive
Baatein Dhadkain Koi Sun
Raha Hoga, is etched in the
memory of most of those
who grew up at a time
when Chitrahaar was giv-

ing way to music videos
and the middle class was
opening up to the idea of
attending ghazal concerts.

But the song that im-
mortalised Udhas was Chit-
thi Aayi Hai which he sang
for Mahesh Bhatt’s Naam.
Released in 1986, the Lax-
mikant-Pyarelal composi-
tion emerged as the an-
them of diaspora and
migrants.

Picturised on Udhas,
the song was addressed to
the Indian diaspora in the
film but such is the verve in
Udhas’s voice that Anand
Bakshi’s lines became the
epitome of every migrant’s
yearning for his home. Let-
ters gave way to emails,
Skype, and Zoom calls but

PANKAJ UDHAS (1951-2024)

the song continued to
create a lump in the throat
every time Udhas raised
his pitch to plead Panchhi
Pinjra Tod Ke Aaja, Desh
Paraya Chhod Ke Agja.

The song made him a
household name after he
had already knocked at
young hearts with Purab
Na Jaiyo Paschhim Na Jaiy-
yo (Jawaab, 1985). It was
followed by Ek Hi Magsad
(1988), where he com-
posed the music and ren-
dered the popular number
Chandi Jaisa Rang Hai Tera.
The same year, he sang the
popular duet Aaj Phir
Tumpe Pyar Aaya Hai with
Anuradha Paudwal for Fe-
roz Khan’s Dayavan.
Another unforgettable

heartfelt ditty that conti-
nues to evoke pain is Jeeye
To Jeeyen Kaise that he ren-
dered for Nadeem Shravan
in Saajan (1991). His voice
could engage the connois-
seur as well as the aesthete
in a truck driver. We all
have covered many miles
listening to a bus driver
playing Na Kajre Ki Dhaar
(Mohra, 1994) on his ricke-
ty cassette player.

Hailing from a family of
landlords in Charkhadi
town in Rajkot, Udhas was
introduced to music by his
father, a government ser-
vant who loved to play
rabab.

Udhas started as a tabla
player but soon switched
to the classical genre under
the guidance of Ustad Ghu-
lam Qadir Khan. When the
family shifted to Mumbai,
Udhas learned under Nav-
rang Nagpurkar, an expo-
nent of the Bhendi Bazar
Gharana, who also taught
Asha Bhosle. His elder
brothers, Manhar and Nir-
mal, were already esta-
blished performers. It was
Manhar who introduced
Udhas to playback singing.
After initial setbacks, Ud-
has switched to non-film
ghazals where he found in-
stant success with albums

like Aahat, Mugarrar, Ta-
rannum, and Mehfil.

Many of his popular
ghazals revolved around
paimana (flagon) and mai-
kada (tavern). Ghazals like
Ek Taraf Uska Ghar, Ek Ta-
raf Maikada, and Sharab
Cheez Hi Aisi Hai became
an essential feature of his
concerts, but he also faced
criticism for normalising
excessive alcohol con-
sumption. Udhas held that
these were metaphors for
the intoxication of the di-
vine in Sufi poetry but the
argument did not always
hold as he sang Ek Ek Ho
Jaye Phir Ghar Chale Jaana
with Kishore Kumar in
Ganga Jamunaa Saraswali
(1988). Music companies
also pandered to this im-
age by naming his albums
Nasha, Paimana, and Mad-
hosh. Because of his deep
emotional connection with
the diaspora, the Padma
Shri was always in great de-
mand for overseas con-
certs, and performed at
the Royal Albert Hall in
London and Madison
Square in New York.

Even when Hindi cine-
ma moved away from gha-
zals, his concerts conti-
nued to have a faithful
following.



Govt. launches
project aimed
at anaemia
control in girls

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Centre launched an in-
itiative on Friday to im-
prove nutrition in adoles-
cent girls using Ayurveda.

The project for anaemia
control under Mission Ut-
karsh will be a joint public
health initiative by the Mi-
nistries of Ayush and Wo-
men and Child Develop-
ment and would be
launched in five aspiration-
al districts first as a pilot
project.

The two ministries
signed an MoU for the
scheme. Union Minister for
Ayush Sarbananda Sono-
wal and Union Minister of
Women and Child Deve-
lopment Smriti Irani were
present at the ceremony.

Under Mission Utkarsh,
15 central ministries or de-
partments will work to ele-
vate districts at the bot-
tom, to State and national
averages. This project will
cover approximately
10,000 Anganwadi Centres
in the five districts.

Ayush systems, backed
by evidence from institu-
tions like ICMR, will offer
cost-effective solution to
tackle anaemia, Union Mi-
nister Smriti Irani said.



WAYS TO TACKLE ANAEMIA

CAUSES
Iron and nutritional deficiency

Blood loss during menstruation

Worm infections of the intestine

ism and endocrine abnormalities

Chronic kidney ailments, ypothyroid-

Body unable to absorb iron due to SYMFTOMS ;
medical reasons Weakness, fatigue, short-
ness of breath, giddiness,
headache, Increased heart-
TREATMENT FOR ANAEMIA beat ool st dir i e
T  Proper balanced diet. Vegetables T S
" richinironincludespinach, = - irritalion: e
-~ carrots, radish, beetroots, to-
@2 icafy vegctables. Fruitslike | @ Blood tests to detect the blood
&. hananag, apples, pome- components A
i #  granate,sapota. W RBC and WBC N
I;,kv. Iron supplements count
" «wers  ONlyunder medical | @ Complete Blood
ndI;Me | Picture (CBP) Test
© g, ISOMECases, i QBone marrow exam to ey
p 8 Dblood transfu- find iron storage capacity
st % sion of body




/ WEALP,
= ANEMIA MUKT BHARAT y
horat 4
6x6x6 STRATEGY
Children, 6-59 Adolescent girls and boys P
months of age (10-19 years of age) regnantwomen
Children, 5-9 Women of reproductive age Lactating mothers
years of age (20-24 years of age) (of 0-6 months child)

o,

%,
4%

National Anemia
Mukt Bharat Unit

Prophylatic lron Folic

Acid Supplementation

Intra Ministerial
Coordinaion

Inten

Strengthening Supply

Communication
Chain and Logistics

Convergence with
Other Ministries

fexting of Anemia

National Centre of Excellence and
Advanced Research on Anemia Control

Mandatory Provision of Iron F

fortified foods in public health programmes

of anemia

Addressing non-nutritional cau

h special focus on

Anemia Mukt Bharat Dashboard and
Digital Portal - One Stop Shop for Anemia

in endemic pocket

malaria, haemoglobinpathies and fluorosis

Pt



[] No public health problem (< 5%)

D Mid public heath problem (5-199%)

Il Modercte public heath problem (20-39.9%)
. Savere public heakth poblem (2 40%)

?
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More then 57%% women in India
are anaemic

Ladakh
92.8 % of women aged 15-49 who are anaemic
Source: NFHS-5, -
60 75

(2019-21) 7> Himachal 15 30 45
Women and Men

in India 2022 - MoSPI

Arunachal

Uttar Pradesh

50.4

Rajasthan
54.4

Nagaland

28.9

Madhya Pradesh
5 4.7 7 Tripura

67.2

Mizoram

34.8

Maharashtra

All India average

e e S 4

Lakshadweep

25.8

Puducherry
55.1 -

Tamil Nadu
53.4

Kerala

36.3

Created by: iipmaps.com @



Anaemia

Anaemia is the condition in
which the number of red blood
cells or the concentration of hae—
moglobin within the blood cells is
less than normal, which causes a
decreased capacity of blood to
carry oxygen in the body.

‘0

NFHS's classification of anaemia
(in grams per decilitre): ‘

e

A
Adolescent Women: <12 g/dL
Pregnant Women: <11 g/dL
Children: <11 g/dL

Prevalence of Anaemia mm

All Women (15-49 years): 53.1%
Pregnant Women (15-49 years) 50.4%
Adolescent Women (15-19 years) 54.1%
Children (6-59 Months): 58.6%
Adolescent boys (15-19 years) 29.2%

£

Men: <13 g/dL .

57%
52.2%
59.1%
67.1%
31.1%

g-f

»

State-wise prevalence
of Anaemia among
all Women (NFHS-5):

. Ladakh

West Bengal

Gujarat
Odisha

State-wise prevalence of

Anaemia among Children

(6 to 59 months) (NFHS-5):
Ladakh

Guijarat

Rajasthan




== helps your body

THE CONSEQUENCES OF
IRON DEFICIENCY ANAEMIA

These blood cells then carry

o > Oxy reduced physical and
} gen Q cognitive development
| around your body. in children
to create healthy -

red blood cells.

increased child
mortality

"’:’; When your body doesn't absorb 3
Q enough iron, you don't get @ reduced wor

productivity in
adults

enough oxygen and you feel

tired and weak




DALY

ANAEMIA

2024
TARGET

WHO's meta-analysis - An outlay of around ¥2,800
crore per annum for rice fortification can avert 35%
of the total or 16.6 million Disability Adjusted Life
Years (DALYs) per year with no known risk of toxicity.

Amounting to only around 1% of the food subsidy bill
in 2018-19, rice fortification has the potential to avert
a total of 94.1 million anaemia cases that can lead to
savings of ¥8,098 crore over a period of 5 years.

Universalisation of rice fortification by 2024, will
cover about 100 crore target population, including
about 20 crore women of reproductive age.
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Israeli air force strikes deep
inside Lebanon. killing 2 persons

HABUL BUDAFEST
Taliban hold third public Hun dr\ arliament
execution in the past five davs

WASHINGTON
U.S. airman dies by setting himself
on fire outside Israeli embassy

=

~ ~
The izracli miitary said #t= air force on Mondsy struck tangets of the The Taliban held 3 public exscution on M yofa Hungany's elected Tamas Subyok as President followsng ARES: st s i after soeting Bastsalr oo fire cistakds the
militant Mezbollah group “deep inside Lebanon,” where residents of murder in northern Afghanistan 3= thousands watched at 3 the vﬁg]“(inn of hiz predecessor Katalin Movak, who caused tsraeli embassy in Washington 3t the weekend in protest over the

aman in 3 child abuse case_ The
Sftair turmed into the biggest Rl S G ol S P
Minister viktor Orban since he r 0 power in 2010, AFP spol

reported explosicns near the northeastern Gty of Baslbek. At least
sons were killed in the strikes. The strikes came shortly after
Hexbollah said its air defence shot down an Isracli Grone. 47

war in Gaza, the Air Force zsid on Menday. The unnamed man had
filmed himself shouting “Free Palestine™ as he Bt himself on fre. A
kesperson for the lsraes embassy sasid no Staff were injured. A5

the past five days. Eyewitness:
man shot the comvict five times with a rifie. A9

Maryam Nawaz sworn in
as Chief Minister of Punjab

eldest d:

ter of former P!

az Sharif become:

Pakistans first woman Chief Minister

in eastern Punjab province: Opposition MPs supporting Imran boycott the vote in parliament

LAHORE

he eldest daugh!er
Mo o
Pakistan's fon‘ner

Prime Minister Nawaz Sha-
b

potism and boycotted the

Aftab, nominated by the
Sunni Iitehad Council and
an ally of imprisoned form-
er Prime Minister Imran
Xhan. Opposition lawmak-
ers supporting Mr. Khan,
who was ousted in a no-

confidence vote in Parlia-
ment in 2022, boycotted
ber Punjab As-

seew o

sembly session on

Maryam Nawaz arrives to attend the Assembly session
in Lahore in Pakistan's Punjab province on Monday. AP

ing relatives and
friends to top positions
whe: it comes into

power:
Earlier, one of Ms. Ma-

ryam's cousins, Hamza

Shehbaz, had also served
Chief

Ms. Maryam
God during the ceremony
and promised she would
ually serve those
voted for her and those
who did not. “The doors of
are fice

tion as well” she sasd.

Maryam's appoint-
ment was largely expected
he Febr

in the eastern city of La-
hore, her father seen next
to her along with other fa-

mily members during the

Mr. Aftab said Ms. Ma-
ryam’s election was prema-
ture as some seats in the
Assembly reserved for wo-
men and minorities have
yet be announced. He said
her appnlntmnl was “yet

© uary &
elections in which her Pa-
kistan Muslim League par-
£y, (PML-N) emerged as the
largest party (after Imran

Israel proposes evacuation
plan as Netanyahu vows
push into Gaza’s far-south

GAZA STRIP

israel’s military proposed a
plan on Monday for “evac-
uating” cfvilians from the
Gaza Strip, after Prime Mi-
nister Benjamin Netanya-
hu said a ground ln\asion
of the Palesﬂnl:.n territo-
ry's southern city Rafah

was necessary for -total
victory ™.
Fore: sovernments

sem
and aid organis:
repeatedly expressed foars
that an will

Aching less: Palestinians visit 3 cemetery in Rafah in the southern

Gazs Strip on Monday. REUTE

the from areas

inflict mass civilian casual-
ties in Rafah, where
around 1.4 million Palesti-
nians — most of them dis-
placed from other areas —

conv
R is alao tha enizy polis

dents) n the National As-
sembly or lower house of
in the Pun-

ase
ohar family is known for

an,
Jab Assembly.

for desperately needed
aid, n via neigh-
bouring =

hraels military ~pre-

sented 1
with a plan for evacuating

fghting in _the Gaza
Strip, and with the upcom-
ing operational plan~, a
statement in Hebrew from
Mr. Netayahu's office said
on y.

The statement did not
provide more deta

mas representatives, state-
linked Egyptian media
said, the latest effort to se-
cure a truce before the
Muslim holy month of Ra-

Palestine PM
resigns citing
‘new reality’
of Gaza war

RAMALLAN

Palestinian Prime Minister
Mohammad Shayyeh an-

citing the
after the istael-Hamas war
in Gaza ends.

He submitted his resig-
nation to the leader of the
Ramallah-based  Palesti-
npisn Authoriy. President
Mal

Mr. Sheayyeh cited “de-

mediation efforts pro- | amack.
s duced am. understanding~
and

comes jfter Egyptian, Qa-
tari a perts” met
in Dclha for Ia]ls also at-
tended by Israeli and Ha-

sourc:

drawal of Israeli forces.

elated to the
aggression agams( the Ga-
za Strip and the escalation
in the West Bank and
Jerusalem™.

Last holdout Hungary
approves Swedemn’s
NATO membership

BUDAPEST

Hungary's parliament on
Monday ratified Sweden's
bid to join NATO, clearing
the final obstacle for an en-
largement of the military
alliance spurred by Rus-
sia’s invasion of Ukraine.

The wvote ends more
than a year of defays that
leﬂ fellow NA parmers

rious as lerame bauled
Rasotar tron

Swedish Prime Minister
UIf Kristersson hailed a
“historic day~, while NATO
chief jens Stoltenberg said
Sweden will make the al-
liance “stronger and
safer™

Speaking about Russia's

potential reaction at a
press conference, Mr. Kris-
tersson said, -The only
thing we can expect with
any certainty is that they
don't like Sweden becom-
ing a member of NATO, nor
Finland”.

Final

While Finland became the
3ist member of the U.S.-led
defence alliance in April
lase year svmd s bid had

Turluywe Conly ratified i

with 1
bers of parliament
voting in favour and
g weden's

A year of pain

Survivors 2nd relatives of the victims pray on Monday st the site where 3 migrant boat capsized in the early merning of February 26, 2023, at
2 short distance from the shore in Steccato & Cutro, in the itakan southem ti, killing 3t least 94 people. 45

Ukraine Army pulls
back from eastern
village near Avdiivka

xyrv

Ukraine said on Monday &t
had withdrawn from the

EKyiv's troops have
withdrawn from
Lastochkyne, a small

west of

FL
in eastern ukmme. which
Russia said it

of Russian advances after
the fall of Avdiivka.
As the war enters its

while Ukrainian troops are
struggling with a lack of
ammuniton.

“Ukrainian 7

organise defences

the line of Orlivka, To-
nenke, Berdychi,” Ukrai-
nian military spokesman
Dmytro Lykhoviy said.

The bartle for Avdiivka
was one of the bloodsest,
drawing ot oy with
Russia’s e on Bkl
mut, which It capeun
last May since the war et
£an on February 24, 2022

China’s anti-graft body to look
into corruption in BRI projects

BEUING

President Xi Jinping’s Belt

The BRI and the
rural revitalisation
strategy are both

of

and Road

eries like Pakistan and Sti
Lanka

Fighting corruption re-
lated to the Belt and Road
(BRD will be
the priorities for
the Central | Commission

tem reforms streng-
then the lnﬂrll’unom for
sckiling Mepacaion: and

i d after it e sub-
mitted two mont
ECD1 chief 13 i i i 4
for & ‘s uld  th
sonk  rwpart fox. 2004 yumr bocrdin: Crack:
(CCDD, the ruling Conumu-  downs both at home and
nist Party of China’s (CPC}  overseas, according to the
powerful anti-graf ty,  SCMP.
the  Hos ng-based The erillion-dollar trade

breeding grounds for cor-
ruption, deepen the sys-

and nfrastructure BRI and
the rural revital stra-

Sunak slams Tory MP’s remark

LONDON
British  Prime  Minister
Rishi Sunak said on Mon-

v that a Conservative
lawmaker was wrong to
say the mayor of London s

ing p-
Snti-austim prejudice.
Mr. Sunak is under pres-
sure to condemn Islamo-
phobia after the

Rishi Sunak

Mr.

¢ Lee Anderson.
suspended
servative Party

5 o

tegy are both signature pol-

Scies of President XI who

launched it 2

further China’s glnb:l] -
uence.

or
comments about Mayor Sa-
diq Khan. amid growing
tensions within British
itics over the Israel-Hamas
war.

pugna-
clous populie, clakmed Ia-
tamists had “Sot congrol”
of Mr. Khan and the city of
ndon. Mr. Khan is Mus-
iim. and a member of the
opposition Labour Party.
“These comments were
not acceptable, they were
rong.” Mr. Sunak told

BBC radio on Monday.
~Words matrer, especially
In_the current environ-
ment where tensions are
running high and I think
it's incumbent on all of us

Conservatives of deliber-
ately raising tensions over

on London Mayor

sands of
~hate marches™

sasd “the
and ac- got control of Khan and
e of being too  they
London,’
ests have been  Khan

overwhelmingly peaceful,
though there have
several dozen arrests over

created an intumidating at-

P
that have been held most
weekends since the Israel-
Hamas conflict began

Sunak fired
former Home Secretary
Suella Braverman In No-
vember after she called the
protests. which _ have
drawn hundreds of thou-

for  Jewish
Londoners.

Islamophobic comment

Mr. Anderson criticised the
police response to the de-
monstrations, levelling the
blame on the Mayor. He

tal city away to his mates
The nsion means
Anderson. = deputy

atr.

—+



Last holdout Hungary
approves Sweden’s
NATO membership

Agence France-Presse
BUDAPEST

Hungary’s parliament on
Monday ratified Sweden’s
bid to join NATO, clearing
the final obstacle for an en-
largement of the military
alliance spurred by Rus-
sia’s invasion of Ukraine.

The vote ends more
than a year of delays that
left fellow NATO partners
furious as Ukraine battled
Russian troops.

Swedish Prime Minister
Ulf Kristersson hailed a
“historic day”, while NATO
chief Jens Stoltenberg said
Sweden will make the al-
liance  “stronger and
safer”.

Speaking about Russia’s

potential reaction at a
press conference, Mr. Kris-
tersson said, “The only
thing we can expect with
any certainty is that they
don’t like Sweden becom-
ing a member of NATO, nor
Finland”.

Final conditions

While Finland became the
31st member of the U.S.-led
defence alliance in April
last year, Sweden’s bid had
been held up.

Turkiye only ratified it
last month.

On Monday, Hungary fi-
nally followed, with 188
members of parliament
voting in favour and six
against Sweden’s
accession.




Sweden To Join NATO
After Approval From Hungary

European countries by year they joined NATO

E g

W 1949

W 1952-1982

W 1999

W 2004-2009
2017-2020
2023

Expected
2024

Current
aspirations
to join

Map exludes the United States and Canada, both founding members of NATO.
Source: NATO

statista %a




NATO

NATO's European expansion

NATO was founded in 1949 by 12 nations. It has since grown to 31 members, with
Sweden now expected to become the 32nd member. Three other countries,
including Ukraine, Georgia and Bosnia, have expressed their interest in joining
the alliance.

>

NATO member since:
B 1940

B 19501990

B 1990-2000

B 2000-2022

B 2023

B Applied/expressed
interest to join

<
A
-

'ﬁ'-.

Source: NATO | February 27, 2024 . @AJLabs



MAPS 1T AND 2
Military Expenditures of Russia and Select Countries

SOVIET Y R8T oK
UNION

S
e

BELARUS

B NATO B NATO
B Warsaw Pact B Russia
Neutral I Asking for NATO membership

" Considering NATO membership

SOURCE: Russian Institute for Strategic Studies, http://en.riss.ru/.






Member states shown in dark green
NATO, OTAN

4 April 1949 (74 years
ago)
Military alliance

Abbreviation

Formation

Type
Headquarters
Membership
Official language
Secretary General

Chair of the NATO
Military Committee

Supreme Allied
Commander Europe

Supreme Allied
Commander
Transformation

Expenses (2023)

Brussels, Belgium
31 states!?

English and Frenchl4]

[show]

Jens Stoltenberg

Lt. Admiral Rob Bauer,
Royal Netherlands
Navy

General Christopher
G. Cavoli, United
States Army
Général Philippe
Lavigne, French Air
and Space Force

NATO Total:
US$1.264 trillion
NATO Europe and
Canada:

US$404 billion!®]



The Treaty of Dunkirk was signed by France and the United
Kingdom on 4 March 1947, during the aftermath of World War
Il and the start of the Cold War, as a Treaty of Alliance and

Mutual Assistance in the event of possible attacks by Germany
or the Soviet Union.

In March 1948, this alliance was expanded in the
Treaty of Brussels to include the Benelux countries,
forming the Brussels Treaty Organization, commonly
known as the Western Union
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A farmer emits hay onto the Belgian riot police as ga= rises

from tear gas canisters in

is an Monday. AFP

Protesting farmers
clash with police as
EU ministers meet

Associated Press
BRUSSLES

Farmers clashed with police in Belgium on Mon-

day. spraying officers with
ting fire <o piles of tires in a

Isquid
fresh show of for

manure and set-
rce as

sez.rd'n of w-ys ©o acdress thelr comcerns.
e Brussel

police said

€ n

that 900 1r: had

actors,
emeudxhedrymn be: own on the Euro-
pean Council bullding where the Ministers were
meeting. Smoke drifted through the air near

where the police in riot gear used water cannons
to defend the EU's headquarters from behind con-
and wire.

The farmers tape and competi-
tion from cheap imports from countries where
the EU's rel ; standards do not have to
be met. They lined up scores of tractors down
matn city’s European quarter,

traffic an: 3

Some are ‘hat they see as the slow

death of wor

rking the land. a child
You dream of it; as an adult you die of it- said a

stor. At the

start of the month, a similar de-

prote:
Ecntration tmned vicken s G tected

hay bales and threw eggs a

ce near a summit of EU leaders.
The EU

nd firecrackers at pol-

y held by
include

that the

lici,

stance from the bloc’s agricultural
system and the impact of Russia’s attacks

on Ulraine's grain supplies.

Focus on Russia as Sweden completes
NATO presence along the Baltic shore

Sweden’s membership in the USded miilitary alliance means all the countries surr i
can still menace the region. which some now label the ‘NATO lake, from the heavilv-armed exclave K

France Presse
BRUSSELS

weden's Seoeson
NATO
pussie piece to the
alliance around the shores
of the strategically impor-
Baltic Sea —

tant
sull poses a o B
war

now appe.
to strangle Russia’s room

vre in the cru-
cial shipping route if a war
with Moscow ever breaks

our.
Bur analysts warn that
while S entry

S
makes it easier for NATO to
exert control and

Fresh guard: Soldiers take part in the changing of the
on Sundsy. Analysts say Sweden's entry will make it easier for NATO to reinforce the Baltic states. REUTERS

there is still work to
do for NATO-

‘Wake-up
Since

Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine, a series of high-
file

ﬁnland and Sweden to Es-
maged. Fin-

a Chinese cargo ship was
likely

NATO has bolstered its
in res-

Russia c
region from heavily-armed
exclave and

pro
pipelines and cables under

infrastructure.
i
meographically the
Baltic Sea a
NATO lake, " -

of Internarional Affairs.

22, a sa-
boeage attack hit the Nord
Stream gas pipelines bet-
ween Russ d E

gas
pipeline and a cable from

ponse and is looking to
Step up its monitoring cap-
abilities, but keeping an
eye on what is happening
beneath the water is a ma-

mmmmml{umn“ﬂbemnofl\z\mm
infras

ceremoey at the Royst Palace in Stockholm

“What the Nord Stream

shown,

among others, Is that it re-

hard to be aware ex-
Sl ol e

low the surface and on the

seabed ™
Sweden has long had a

Beyond its long Baltic
bri

Russia has its own vital out-
post — the exclave of Kali-
ningrad.

years
turned the region into one
of the most militarised in
Europe, v.qm nuclear-capa-
ble

structure

ability to carry out demin-
ing under

r fire.

there.

Russia’s fleet

and Fi nd — are NATO's
Baltc states, E la(-
via an L
Tyl i o
the alliance.

War planners have
struggled to work how

the 65-kilometre Suwalki
Gap between Belarus and

Sweden's position strad-

forces to protect
them in case of attack.

~It allows U.: S. forces to
reinforce the Baltic Sea na-
gions in 3 timely manner,

weapons they out-
£un and cutrange NATO

Shies in the

Dent sald. “Allies have to

meet that threat and coun-
ter i

the other side, while
Stocknoi brings with it a
n.:n heritage of naval histo-

like other NATO states
in'the area its sea power in
the Baltic re

i i Al o ot

tand would play a

contral role tn helping NA-

TO impose its
across the water

“Even if you count Swe-

lies need to develop their

it
states.” said Tuuli Dune-
ton, ecre-
tary e policy.

leads to compiacency,” Mr.

Deni L. <hall

and the threat posed by
is sig-

nificant in so and

capacity to counter that in
acrisis™

A mobody’ before election,

President Jokowi’s son set

to be Indonesia’s next V-P

JAKASTA
By his own admission. Gi-
bran Rakabuming

was a a few
months before Indonesia’s
elections.

Gibran Rakabuming Raka

fence Minister Prabowo's

Subianto,
victory 1

who declared
ase week, was
fuelled by his father's wild

“1I believe these high fi-
gures were because of the

young people.”
Official results show De-

two-thirds

usmpofcemxaumas
okowi's

naire. according to a 2020
disclosure to the election
commission,
the wealth of
Indonesians.

Jokowi, barred from a
third term, leaves office in

dynasty before he leaves
office.

Mr. Gibran first stepped
into politics while his fath-
er was serving as President
in 2021, winning the

an rock-
et o the Prabowo-Gibran
ticket.
“When people see Gi-
I see Jokowi,”
ty. But “the big, Itra!eglc

marters will be determined
by Prabowo,” he added.

Tranguil surface

Lake

wonder: Bazn
sin, = salt fat which & the lowest posrt in North ot s iatrisoer

2 the Death Valiey Mational Park in Caiforris on Thursday. The

od up by rain over the past few mos

Burn Book torches tech titans in veteran reporter’s tale of Silicon Valley

Associated Press

ech moguls who, when
she met them as exnrepne

is 5o per
and invasive thas ir's pola-
rising people, producing
feelings of love and loath-

lacd to chanpe the world
for the better but often

tunes iscon-
nected them from reality.

memoir, Burn Book. com-
ing cut on Tuesday, an ex-

that also seeks to av-
ert

Harsh
Facebook founder Mark
bere

on the perilous road sull
abead.

Swisher
iy G thae e

3¢ @i

skewers
sdealistic

Tech tales: Surn Book by long-time Silicon Valley reporter Kara

Swizher &= coming cut today. AF

after he bought
Twitter in 2022, ale paint-
ed

“If Mark zuckerberg =
man in
tech to me, Musk was the

most disappointing~ Ms.
Swisher wrote in her
page

That is one of the milder
critiques in what is a most-
Iy scathing takedown by

one of the most respected
and feared repor:

resides in Silicon Valley,
she has

ing technology.

fnto — and worried — about
what is

steps that happened dur-
ing the past 20 years must
not be

Extreme cold
kills 2 million
livestock in
Mongolia

weather from Decy r 1o
March. when tempera-
tures plumm low as

Bur this n
more severe than al.
with lower than normal
temperatures and  very

Nations said In a recent
report.
The extreme weather is

and cows, at
2023, ofﬁcls! statistics
show.

FO% percent of Mongo-
la is experiencing “dzud
or near dzud~ conditions,
the UN said_

with 17%

seeps into all

Her reputation is such that

With the accelerating rise
and

the indwsery in s the 15905,
CEOs. uding  Mr.
Zuckerberg Sr M,

of.
its potential for causing
n re

corners of societ.

million head of livestock

guences because they cer-
domne us right

This_vears deud has
been exacerbated by

‘n'y
parts of that pre-
hnology, We need 1o animals from build-
stop letting them off the ine p enough fatty stores
ook~ to survive the harsh winter.

>

Amex




Burn Book torches tech titans in veteran reporter’s tale of Silicon Valley

Associated Press

Technology is so pervasive
and invasive that it’s pola-
rising people, producing
feelings of love and loath-
ing for its devices, online
services and the would-be
visionaries behind them.

Longtime Silicon Valley
reporter Kara Swisher un-
wraps how we got to this
point in her incendiary
memoir, Burn Book, com-
ing out on Tuesday, an ex-
posé that also seeks to av-
ert technological calamity
on the perilous road still
ahead.

Ms. Swisher skewers
many of the once-idealistic

CcM
K

tech moguls who, when
she met them as entrepre-
neurs decades ago, pro-
mised to change the world
for the better but often
chose a path of destructive
disruption instead. And
along the way, they
amassed staggering for-
tunes that have discon-
nected them from reality.

Harsh critiques

Facebook founder Mark
Zuckerberg, who broke in-
to a sweat during an on-
stage interview with Ms.
Swisher in 2010, and Tesla
CEO Elon Musk, who once
talked to her regularly be-
fore cutting off communi-

Tech tales: Burn Book by long-time Silicon Valley reporter Kara
Swisher is coming out today. AP

cations after he bought
Twitter in 2022, are paint-
ed in the harshest light.

“If Mark Zuckerberg is
the most damaging man in
tech to me, Musk was the

most disappointing,” Ms.
Swisher wrote in her 300-
page book.

That is one of the milder
critiques in what is a most-
ly scathing takedown by

one of the most respected
and feared reporters cover-
ing technology.

Immense reputation
Her reputation is such that
Ms. Swisher has become as
synonymous with Silicon
Valley as the famous entre-
preneurs who shaped it
since she began covering
the industry in the 1990s.

CEOs, including Mr.
Zuckerberg and Mr. Musk,
regularly granted her ex-
clusive interviews, fed her
scoops and sometimes
even secretly called her for
advice, according to her
book.

Though she no longer

resides in Silicon Valley,
she has remained plugged
into — and worried — about
what is happening with
technology, particularly
with the accelerating rise
of artificial intelligence and
its potential for causing
even more damage than
she thinks has already
been done by social media,
smartphones and other
products that haven’t been
tightly regulated.

Ms. Swisher said that
she hopes Burn Book
serves as shot across the
bow of both the technolo-
gy industry and govern-
ments around the world, a
warning that the same mis-

steps that happened dur-
ing the past 20 years must
not be repeated as artificial
intelligence seeps into all
corners of society.

“Don’t get fooled a se-
cond time,” Ms. Swisher
said of what she hopes the
book’s main takeaway will
be. “We need our govern-
ment to make these (tech-
nology-industry) people
accountable and that has
not happened. We need
them to understand conse-
quences because they cer-
tainly haven’t done us right
on the damaging parts of
technology. We need to
stop letting them off the

hook.”
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Giving wings to aspirations of youth
Compared to 2014, the number of AIIMS increased
from 8 to 23; 7 new IITs, 8 new lIMs as well as
350 new universities established

US airman sets
himself ablaze
outside Israeli
Embassy: “Will
not be compl

MICHAEL BALSAMO
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TRADE DIPLOMACY WITH CHINA

Govt depts red-flag high duties to curb
China imports, seek nuance in strategy

Tariffs up last 8 yrs: Commerce Ministry denies protectionism

Apcesiilny of the gainacfindias

RAVI
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NEVS DELHL FEBRUARY 26
MULTIPLE WINGS IN the gov-
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the Centre’s moves 1o progres-
Sivedy hilke CLSTONTTS CRItes, eSpe—
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el e
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(PLI) being squandered away.

hat cannot be missed is
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mental smpact of higher Tariffs

s in-
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S fram being used as 3 protectionism o ST Darers. it is
wcals  tool The blockade targeting the industry itself which
erpoets. which sained Wwants the government to
s Cerralmii irnports
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Math of the Gadwan border clash inputs 3

India have jumped to 15.1 per

Team India seal series win — and
a faith in tomorrow’s Team India

Gill, Jurel, Jaiswal,
Sarfaraz, Akash
mark the young
coming of age

SANDIPG
RANCHL FEBRUARY 26

g Stars Shabenan
ec

ro0m spilled ceto the ground The

believe
fvestream, set hes
phoae down and then doused
Rimseirin.
Rasnes Afcne posnt. e
e “will no longer be complicit
Zenocide.” the person sai

as Later rernoved
from the pistform, but Lww en-
forcement officials have ob-

man started 2 lvess

rect revis = copy.
1n 2 statemsent Monday, the
US Adr Foroe said. ~The individ-
al involved in yesterday's inci-
e Sccumbed £o his tngurses
avway Last might =
S B iaid provide additionst
TINUED ON PAGE 2

THE WORLD

not be lost. After a noon-time
mins-collapse. Irxdia veere toeter—
g at 120-5 boe Gl and Jurel ok
the team past the fousth-innings
target of 192 with an unbearen
partnesship of 72 runs Not

undeslining the
IUED ON PAGE 2

Shubman Gill and Dhruv jurel after India won
match against in Ranchi on

Test

Push for red-ball
cricket: BCCI
considers hike in
Test match fees

DEVENDRA PANDEY
MUMBAL FEBRUARY 26

WITH THE recens trend of play—
ers o save thermnsefves for
the Indian Premier League (8PL)
While ggnoring red-ball cricket.
the BCCI &5 now considering a
hike in the match fees for Tests.

on the

‘Bribe for visa’
case: ED files
chargesheet
against Karti
Chidambaram

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW/ DELa FEBRUARY 26

FORCEMENT Derectorace
{ED) has filed a chargesheet
za

opting o re for the IPL that
Begins e et

e

Ex-BJP MLA among 12 booked for
murder of Haryana INLD chief

Opp raises issue in House; Govt to hand over probe to CBI

VARINDER BHATIA
& SUKHBIR SIWACH
CHANDIGARH. FESRUARY 26

THE HARYANA Police Monday

chief Nafe Singh Rathee > day
castier. Hours Lacer, the state
under fire from the
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R The Caloutia High Coure

200s 2 years nam-
ing animals hardly set off any

Eppies.

1n the 1970s. Gujarar's juna-
Zadh 200, for exampile, paired
Ison Ram with lioness Mumtaz,
wihilie cubs born Lo Higress Racdha

Bevond Sita,

and tiger Krishna in Mysove 200

nagadh

Entestaining a petition
againax the naming and paidog
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5 furns out that Gujarar's
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Opposition. decided to hand
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in the state A»embry. the
Congress. Le. of
Oppoaition Bhupinder Singh

States thac the killing was the
conTNn ONPAGE 2

he mew reme-
nesation model, a source in the
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

EXPRESS NETWORK

Sources sad the chargeshees

wwas fifled last month but the Spe-
Cial court is yet to take com-
nizance Giting Sources. a P77 re—
POt said the coust has listed the
matter for hearing on March 16.
When contacted. Karti. wio

is the son of senior Congress
am. did noc

FIR registered againss Warti in
Aay 2022 The FIR is based on al-
Tastos Koot think Karei accepted
bribe of Rs 50 lakh from the

Akbar, zoos cheered Ram

= Tiger Harishchandra

= Tigers V.
Vasishia (1986
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Junagadh) | Lioness Hema
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for about 300 Chinese nationals
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sidiary for a power project in

Punjab.

Apart from Karti. the ED

chargesteet is also learnt to have

arrasgned his alleged associate
coer 2

HC dismisses twc
pleas of Gyanvap
panel, allows pujz

in southern cellar

Says State Govt’'s oral orders in 19
stopping prayers arbitrary, illegal

MANISH SAHU
LUCKNOW . FESRUARY 26
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Reliance launches
animal rescue centre

RAJESH KURUP
Mumbai, February 26

RELIANCE FOUNDATION,
THE philanthropic arm of
Reliance Industries (RIL), on
Monday launched Vantara,
an initiative to rescue and
rehabilitateinjuredand abused
animals in India and abroad.

Vantara — meaning star of
the forest — was conceptu-
alised by Anant Ambani,whois
a director on the boards of RIL
and Reliance Foundation. The
initiative focuses on creating
class animal conservation and
care practices including
healthcare, hospitals, research
and academic centres.

It also focuses on integrat-
ing advanced research and col-
laboration with reputed global
universities and organisations
suchastheInternational Union
for Conservation of Nature
(IUCN) and the World Wildlife
Fund for Nature (WWE).

The rehabilitation pro-
gramme,which hasbeenin the
works forthe last fewyears, has
rescued more than 200 ele-
phants, 300 large felines such
as leopards, tigers, lions and
jaguars, over 300 herbivores
such as deer and over 1,200
reptiles such as crocodiles,
snakes and turtles, as well as

WE WANT TO RESTORE VITAL
HABITATS AND ESTABLISH

VANTARA AS A LEADING-EDGE
CONSERVATION PROGRAMME

ANANT AMBANI, DIRECTOR,
RIL & RELIANCE FOUNDATION

birds. It has rehabilitated key
species such as rhinos, leop-
ards and crocodiles.

Spread over 3,000 acres, the
project is housed within the
green belt of RIL’s Jamnagar
Refinery Complex in Gujarat.

“What started as a passion
for me at a very young age has
become a mission now, with
Vantara and our brilliant and
committed team. We are

focused on protecting critically-
endangered species native to
India. We also want to restore
vital habitats and address
urgent threats to species and
establish Vantara as a leading-
edge conservation pro-
gramme,” Anant Ambani said.

“Some of India’s and the
world’stop zoologicaland med-
ical experts havejoined our mis-
sion,”he added.
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End of road for
the current
global order?

What could replace the
UN system and how?
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Land reforms top
agenda for third
term, says FM

~NEW DELEI
e nrment led by
Mearenda Modk, if returned for a
third term in office, wel place
reforms in a8 factors of
production, including tnd,

Iabour and capital on “top of
the agenda™ e Minster
rermata Seharaman asserted
on Tuesday. » PAGE 4

4 TAF pilots named as possible Gaganyaan crew

Announcement made in the presence of Prime
Minister Modi at Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre

Tiki Bajwi
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

ndia on Tuesday an-
| e
the four astronaut-de-
signates for the Gaganyaan
human spaceflight  mis-
sion, planned for launch in
2025,
The names of the Indian
Alr Force (IAF) pilots —

Group Captain Prasanth
krishnan Nair, Group
Captain  Ajit  Krishnan,

Group Captain Angad Pra-
tap and Wing Commander
S Shukla — were

Debate intensifies

revealed for the first time
in the presence of Prime

over S
Wayanad contest

~NEW DELHI

igrited the debate whether
Congress leader Rahut Gandhi
=hould seek re-election from
the seat, where he faces a
friendity party, or actualty take
the battie to BJP. » PAGE 5
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French President Emmanuel
Macron on Tuesday faced
uneasy reactions from
Europesn albies and 3 waming
froen the Kremlin after he
refused to rule out the dispatch
of Wiestern ground troops to
Ukraine in it fighit against the
Russian Fwasion. » PAGE 12

Russia jails
veteran activist
for 30 months

mMmoscow
A Russian court on Tuesday

Prize-winning Memorial
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Modi
during his visit to the Vik-
ram Sar. Space Centre
(VSSC) here.

The final crew for the
mission  will

Shortlisted through a ri-
gorous selection process,
they have been unde:

training in vari
of space flight, initally in

Russia, and later at the As-
tronaut Training Facility
established by the Indian
Space Research Organisa-
tion (ISRO) in B

Stro-
naut wings' on the occa-
sion_

According to ISRO. the

indigenous capability to
undertake an space
flight n to Low Earth

space exploration
gramme= in the long run._

Preparat on
in the run-up to the
crewed mission to LEO, IS-

actual flight.

The flagbearers: Prime Minister Narendra Modi bestows *

They have been training in Russia and at the
ISRO Astronaut Training Facility in Bengaluru

wings' to the

for the Gaganyaan mission, at Wikram Sarabhas Space Cantre in Thinsvananthapuram on Tuesday. AN

ISRO has an-
nounced plans to send as-
tronauts to the moon by

2040.
During his visit, Mr. Mo
di reviewed the progress

and dedicated three tech-

nical facilities developed at
a cost about 1,800
crore to the nation.
This includes o state-of-
Trisonic Wind Tun

at the Satish Dhawan Space
Centre, Sriharikota. and
Seml n:r)vogen.h: inte-

grated Stage
Test | l-hcll.i()' (,su-:r) at the

Final crew for the spaceflight mission which is
to launch in 2025 will be picked from the four

end deslgn

of upcoming

Research
Organization at the Wikram

the nation would once again
£0 to the meon. An Indian
astronaut wit land on the
mocn, he said, referring to the
plans for 3 crewed lunar
missica by 2040. The ISRO also
has Venus on its radar, b
added. » PAGE &

1
of PSLV mnssmm tn = year

the payload capability of
the launch vel

pment

The Trisonic Wind Tun-
nel produces a controlled
uniform airflow over scale
models of rockets and air-
craft to assess their aerody-

har.

VSSC,
facilities for the Polar Satel-
lite Launch Vehicle (PSLV)

apRes o ,\uhendmgn, Ta-
Nadu.

namic It s
designed to make ISRO
selfreliant in the end-to-

ran were present on the
occasion.

Lharm returns

Fine touch: Restoration and besutification of the 165 year old Afghan War Memorisi Church under way in Mumbai on Monday. sse

Cross-voting in U.P. and
Himachal allows BJP to
claim two extra RS seats

The Hindu Bureau
CHANDIGARH/LUCKNOW

Rajya Sabha polls 1 Usar
pradesh and Himachal Pra-

dexh went to the
e on Tuesday. with hea-
vy cross-vi by samaj-

wadi Party (SP) and Con-
gress MLAs respectively,
and the BIP walking away
with two e: s than
its Assembly slrenglh per-
rmned In Karnataka, a BJP

mg and another ab:
from v . as
retained

stained
the Con-
its three
seats_

e BIP's victory has al-
ready imperilled the Con-
ment in Hima-

ade:

‘10,000 genome’ project completed, says Centre

NEW DELHI

The Department of Bio-

completion of
“10,000 genome® projec:
an attempt to create a refe-
rence database of whole-
genome sequences out of
India.

While India first se-
quenced a complete hu-

24

man genome %

Creating a dacabase that &

representative of mdu

population  divers

seen as a key step to bemg
bout genet

the project with the Indian
Institute of Sclence (11Sc),

Bengaluru and the Centre
for Cellular and Molecular
Biology, Hyderabad being
the lead institutions coor-
dinarting the project.

mutations
an population of
1.3 billion consists of over
4.600 population groups,
and many of them are en-
dogamous. These factors

wvariations,
The Indi:

have contributed
netic diversity of the
rent population. Thus, the
Indian

at frela-
tive to their population] in
-~ wamy

Creating = database representative of India's population diversity = a
riants unique to India. GETTY WAGES

key step to learn about genetic val

Thangara) coMs
A e the Teadom oF
the inftiative.

“This has been a revolu-

Sc sald the creatlon of
bank

e ncy. collabora-
tion, and re research
endeavours. All the data

are being stored at the In-
dian Biclogical Data Centre
(BDC) set up by the De-

nor Shiv Pratap Shukla on
Wednesday. BIP candidate
Harsh Mahajan won the
election to the

sal seat in the fray from
the State defeating Con-
gress’s ek Manu

as!
draw of lots, following a tie
on votes.

On the

Pradesh Chief Mirister Sukninder

Singh Sukhu (left] and Congress Rajya Sabha candidate Abhi

Singhi sddressing the media i
are Independent
ith the defear of

mimec in Himachal, the BIP
is expected to a no-
confidence motion in the
ongoing Budget session it-
which is to end on Fe-
bruary 29,
‘Outsider” candidate
The result has also brought
to the fore the factionalism
within the Congress State
unit. besides party
Central leadership’s mis-

m Uttar . the
BJP won eight seats out of
10, one more than it was

into India’s population di-
versity,

counselling, find genetic

tosam- develop personalised and
omisable d im-

to pick out ove gene therapy and
2 lhrow more light on indivi-

of infec-

such an enterprise would
be to gain deeper insight

tous disease.
Dr. Y. Narahari of the

EY. G of india at
the Centre for
Blotechnology (RCE),
Faridabad.
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nomes.
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move against the backdrop
of “factionalism’ within the

n Shirnla on Tuesday. P
Congress’s State leaders.
In Uttar Pradesh. all the
candidates were de-
ed winners as they
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three SP candidates, only

were elected, while
19734ban_h former Indian
Administrative Service of-

quired number of first pre-
ference votes of MLAs was

““We were not defeated
by the BIP. bus cheated by
e who ar
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4 IAF pilots named as possible Gaganyaan crew

Announcement made in the presence of Prime
Minister Modi at Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre

Tiki Rajwi
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

ndia on Tuesday an-
l nounced the names of

the four astronaut-de-
signates for the Gaganyaan
human spaceflight mis-
sion, planned for launch in
2025.

The names of the Indian
Air Force (IAF) pilots —
Group Captain Prasanth
Balakrishnan Nair, Group
Captain Ajit Krishnan,
Group Captain Angad Pra-
tap and Wing Commander
Shubhanshu Shukla — were
revealed for the first time
in the presence of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
during his visit to the Vik-
ram Sarabhai Space Centre
(VSSC) here.

The final crew for the
mission will be picked
from among the four.

Shortlisted through a ri-
gorous selection process,
they have been undergoing
training in various aspects
of space flight, initially in

Russia, and later at the As-
tronaut Training Facility
established by the Indian
Space Research Organisa-
tion (ISRO) in Bengaluru.

The Prime Minister pre-
sented the four with ‘astro-
naut wings’ on the occa-
sion.

According to ISRO, the
Gaganyaan programme is
designed to demonstrate
indigenous capability to
undertake human space
flight mission to Low Earth
Orbit (LEO). The mission is
expected to pave way for a
“sustained Indian human
space exploration pro-
gramme” in the long run.

Preparations on

In the runup to the
crewed mission to LEO, IS-
RO is in the process of con-
ducting various tests.
These include the Integrat-
ed Air Drop tests, Test Veh-
icle Missions, pad Abort
Tests. There will be un-
manned flights before the
actual flight.

- . g

They have been training in Russia and at the
ISRO Astronaut Training Facility in Bengaluru

=

The flagbearers: Prime Minister Narendra Modi bestows ‘astronaut wings’ to the astronaut-designates

for the Gaganyaan mission, at Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre in Thiruvananthapuram on Tuesday. ANI

ISRO has also an-
nounced plans to send as-
tronauts to the moon by
2040.

During his visit, Mr. Mo-
di reviewed the progress
on the Gaganyaan Mission
and dedicated three tech-

nical facilities developed at
a cost of about %1,800
crore to the nation.

This includes a state-of-
the-art Trisonic Wind Tun-
nel at the VSSC, integration
facilities for the Polar Satel-
lite Launch Vehicle (PSLV)

at the Satish Dhawan Space
Centre, Sriharikota, and
the Semi-cryogenic Inte-
grated Engine and Stage
Test Facility (SIET) at the
ISRO Propulsion Complex
(IPRC) at Mahendragiri, Ta-
mil Nadu.

India will have its
own space station
by 2035, says PM

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM
Addressing scientists of the
Indian Space Research
Organisation at the Vikram
Sarabhai Space Centre, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi said
India will have its own space
station by 2035. He added that
the nation would once again
go to the moon. An Indian
astronaut will land on the
moon, he said, referring to the
plans for a crewed lunar
mission by 2040. The ISRO also
has Venus on its radar, he
added. » PAGE 6

The Trisonic Wind Tun-
nel produces a controlled
uniform airflow over scale
models of rockets and air-
craft to assess their aerody-
namic characteristics. It is
designed to make ISRO
self-reliant in the end-to-

Final crew for the spaceflight mission which is
to launch in 2025 will be picked from the four

end design of upcoming
launch vehicle projects.
The PSLV Integration Facil-
ities (PIF) at Sriharikota
will give ISRO the capabili-
ty to increase the number
of PSLV missions in a year
from 6 to 15. SIET will be
used to test the SCE-2000
semi-cryogenic engine and
stages which will increase
the payload capability of
the launch vehicles.

Equipment display

On his arrival, ISRO chair-
man S. Somanath took the
Prime Minister through a
display of equipment relat-
ed to the Gaganyaan mis-
sion, including ‘Vyommi-
tra, the humanoid robot
developed by the space
agency for the pro-
gramme.

Kerala Governor Arif
Mohammed Khan, Chief
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan,
Minister of State for Exter-
nal Affairs V. Muraleedha-
ran were present on the
occasion.
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The project was first . It would be one of the
approved by _g— cheapest manned
: : ' spaceflights in the world,

with the estimated cost of

It will send the three ‘ | o not more than
member crew to space for |

at least —

= : India plans to call its
ISRO hopes to deploy its : Fo astronauts

biggest rocket, i i since in Sanskrit
for this project. (1 means

The space agency hopes 2 2 "
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MANNED MISSION
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Gaganyaan Mission

Crew Module: Habitat
of Astronaut
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Service Module: Does
on-orbit servicing

Human Rated Launch

[ Orbital Module J Vehicle |
(GSLV MKIIl derived)

3 Astronauts; 7 days in space




In the video, The From Slide 06 presented
camera ang|e was Crew Seat by Dr. Unnikrishna Nair,

from the Hatch
Opening

These boxes Indicate
storage boxes.

Trying to match the

color code of the boxes
with the estimated box
label in the ISRO video:

Medical Kit
Green Box: Storage
Fire Kits

Blue Box: Waste Dump

Crew module - Interior




APEX RING WITH SCOPE FOR FUTURE
DOCKING MECHANISM SETUP

APEX COVER CONTAINING

STOWED PARACHUTES
HATCH DOOR WITH A

ORBITAL MODULE

GAGANYAAN

VIEW PORT

BOAT TAIL COVERED IN
MEDIUM-DENSITY
ABLATIVE TILES

HEAT SHIELD

UMBILICAL CONNECTION &
SEVERANCE SYSTEM

FOLDED SOLAR PANELS
RADIATORS

A 1.7 METRES TALL PERSON
FOR HEIGHT REFERENCE

PROPULSION BAY

FIVE LIQUID ENGINES FOR
IN-ORBIT MANEUVERING






10,000 genome’ project completed, says Centre

[acob Koshy
NEW DELHI

The Department of Bio-
technology (DBT) on Tues-
day officially announced
the completion of the
10,000 genome’ project —
an attempt to create a refe-
rence database of whole-
genome sequences out of
India.

While India first se-
quenced a complete hu-
man genome in 2006,
creating a database that is
representative of India’s
population diversity is
seen as a key step to being
able to learn about genetic
variants that are unique to
India’s population groups
and use that to customise

~ugs and therapies.
“aut 20 institutions

Bengaluru and the Centre
for Cellular and Molecular
Biology, Hyderabad being
the lead institutions coor-
dinating the project.

Variations, mutations
The Indian population of
1.3 billion consists of over
4,600 population groups,
and many of them are en-
dogamous. These factors
have contributed to the ge-
netic diversity of the cur-
rent population. Thus, the
Indian population har-
bours distinct variations
and often many disease-
causing mutations are am-
plified within some of
these groups.

“There are harmful mu-
tations that are less preva-
lent in the world but locat-
ed in endogamous erouns

Creating a database representative of India’s population diversity is a
key step to learn about genetic variants unique to India. GETTY IMAGES

Thangaraj of the CCMB
and one of the leaders of
the initiative.

“This has been a revolu-
tionary initiative but going
ahead we will need to sam-
ple many more thousands
of genomes to pick out
more. rare mutations.”

F

into India’s population di-
versity, improve diagnostic
methods and medical
counselling, find genetic
predispositions to disease,
develop personalised and
customisable drugs, im-
prove gene therapy and
throw more light on indivi-

IISc said the creation of a
biobank housing 20,000
blood samples (from
which genomes were se-
quenced) at the Centre for
Brain Research, IISc, cou-
pled with data archiving at
the Indian Biological Data
Centre “exemplified” the
project’s commitment to
transparency, collabora-
tion, and future research
endeavours. All the data
are being stored at the In-
dian Biological Data Centre
(IBDC) set up by the De-
partment of Biotechnolo-
gy, Government of India at
the Regional Centre for
Biotechnology (RCB),
Faridabad.

The United Kingdom,
China, and the United
States are among the coun-
tries that have pr
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| Road to Future

Aim of Genome Mapping Project 1

Developing therapies for '_ Predictive diag- L1
diseases such as cancer:#’ ' nosis and preci- ?

and other rare ones sion medicine —
N
r Partner
organisations
to be roped in
10,000
‘ Number of
_ Indians whose
Dept of Bio- genomic data will
technology be catalogued in
has initiated _ phase 1

the project



THE CHEMICAL STRUCTURE OF DNA
THE SUGAR PHOSPHATE ‘BACKBONE’

BASE BASE BASE DNA strands are held together by hydrogen bonds between bases on adjacent
strands. Adenine (A) always pairs with thymine (T), while guanine (G) always
pairs with cytosine (C). Adenine pairs with uracil (U} in RNA.

H

DNA is a polymer made up of units called nucleotides. The nuclectides are
made of three different components: a sugar group, a phosphate group, and a
base. There are four different bases: adenine, thymine, guanine and cytosine.

Om THYMINE FROM DNA TO PROTEINS

N H The bases on a single strand of DNA act as a code. The letters form three letter
2 codons, which code for amine acids - the building blocks of proteins.

N

An enzyme, RNA polymerase, transcribes DNA into mRNA (messenger
ribonucleic acid). It splits apart the two strands that form the double helix, then
reads a strand and copies the sequence of nucleotides. The only difference
between the RNA and the original DNA is that in the place of thymine (T),

another base with a similar structure is used: uracil (U).
m G CYTOSINE
O

s HOOOOO0000006H0
Y
H N In multicellular organisms, the mRNA carries genetic code out of the cell

N. _NH mswns O OGOV OO0GCO0000
2 i ' : ) : : ) : : : : H :
~
/k\ / / nucleus, to the cytoplasm. Here, protein synthesis takes place. ‘Translation’ is the
H N N N process of turning the mRNA's ‘code’ into proteins. Molecules called ribosomes
2

AMINO ACID Pheny[:alanine Leu;:ine Aspa;’agine Proline Leucine
carry out this process, building up proteins from the amino acids coded for.
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Months after peace pact withh UNLF,
Manlpur sees rise in extortlon cases

in their homes or in

other civilian arcas; d]e_mu?vt:rnrnenl has also not nominated a security agency to rack the moverment of the insurgents

FEW DELHI

hree months after
rm-

adre, are ot
available to the Central se-
curity agencies.

;-.gr_,r‘d

Thre UMLF i cuves of R migghit Meibei abresrsst corgamis ations that

signed, camps are ear-
marked for the cadre and
their weaj and amimu-
nitions are accounted for
through cegular checks

weere dectsred urlamdul By the Mome Menistry 5 s

munity on May 3. 2023,
Manipur Chief Minlster M.
Biren Singh claimved

by the
=d security force.
In 2008, after the Mani-

Assam Hifles was designat-
=

cy. The extended an-
nually, is set to expire on
Febe

After the ethnic violence
erupted in the State bet-
ween the tribal Kuki-Zo pe-
ople and the Meitel com-

sociery r;rnupe have de-

that the pact
henald not be extended by
the Ml

The UNLF, formed in

been

mnent base,

them,” sakd the first -
wernment official quoted
above.

was impossible to keep a
check on thed

areas, where the Meitel pe-
liwe, and the hills,
o

ing around in  vehicles

Temporary camp
The official said the armed

e
tions~ that were declared
unlawful by the Ministry
under the anti-terror LUin-
lawful Activities (Preven-
thom) Act, ISGT.

the Indian territory ™.

resistance from local peo-
ple ey needed
the UNLF cadre to defend

year, buffer
zomes berween the valley

that the UNLF
agreed to “rencunce
violence and join the main-

stream™. He shared photos
of members surrendering
their weapons in an open
field. Though the Ministry
did not share the details of

learnt that as many as G5
members of one of the fac-
rhoms of the UNLF, led by K.
Pambei, joined the peace
paci. The 65 members are
said 1o have entered Mani-
pur during the ongoing
ethnic violence.

Land, labour and capital
reforms top of agenda in
third term, says Nirmala

Vikas Disoot
WMEW DELHL

of
and Indussry (FICET, lhe
Finance Minister prosmise:
that systemic and area-
specific refornzs will conti-
nue if the present regime
rerurns to power while
“next-generation reforms
will certamly be on top of
the agenda~.
1 will underline the fact

part of the Concurrent list

e said
She also m.nllned rak-

Howewer, those are yet
1o come Inte force nation-
alby as all States are still 1o
come on board. Labour ks a

ittt al velue At on Sod
produ

gex a legislacive, fiscal and
aeher s

Sitharaman nudged
Indian Industry to step up
swifily on the nvestrment
fromt, just as global inves-

mance Minister sakd.

Supreme

notice to

PEEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday issued contempt

for publishing adversise-
ments of products in viela-
Esom of the Drugs and Magic

Remedies (Objectionable
Advertisements) Act, 1954
and its

A Bench af Mustices Hi-
ma Kohli and Ahsanuddin
Anlanu]lah said the com-

mir. Balakrishna
B4 vinla:ed its assurance

2003 B Te-
frain from advertising or
branding its products as
Cpermanent reller for dis.
eases lke obesity, blood
prratre, acthoa, ete.. n
wicikation of the 1954 Act.
hat do you mean by

Court issues contempt
Patanjali, MD Balkrishna

Acharys Balkeizhoa

There
of per-
One,

the

“permanent relief?
are only two Cypes
manent reliefs.
person dies. Two,
son is cured. There ks

al K_M. Mararaj, whether it
had taken any acton on
the issue of Patanjali adver-
tisements violating the Law.

Mr. tataral  said  he
wwould file a T affeda-

wit. He said it was up o the
Stares to implement the
provisions of the Act
During the hearing. the
court pointed out that it
had on MNovember 21 di-
recied the company to nat
make any “casual state-
ments” o the prine or elec-
tromic media about the effi-

was a yoga guru and a
sereyaesi.

Senior advocare PLS. Pat-
walla, appearing for the
petiticners including the
Indian

Top court directs AIIMS medical
team to examine NewsClick founder

MEW DELHI

€IMLAD, Entervened o point

ing medicinal products as
cures for diseases or disor-
ders specified under the
1954 Act and irs Rube:

court alse cau-
mioned the stakeholders in

system of medicine in the
print or electronic media
in any Form.
The Bench Nsted the
on March 195

The Court on
Tuesday asked the Direcror
of the All India Instinure of
Medical Sclences GAILMS)
to appoint a board of doc-
rors to examine NewsClick
founder Prabir Purkayas-

A Bench of Justices B.H.
Gaval and Sandeep Mehra
was wisibly surprised
he 5

P ——

bemyamths Being broughs 1o Dethi Balice

Lengh,
Smecial Cell im Mew Delhi on October 32023 s

ar -
General S\. Raju, for the
Delhi Police, submit that

on a point of principle, and
special treatment cannot

be given o partcular brsdi-
viduals. e asked why the
State should bear the med

ical  expenses  for  an
acc N

“Ele s wour special
guest_He §s in custody.
This an cannor be
raised. ¥ou release him
then_ will get himself

treated in the best hospi-
tals,” justice Mehta told Mr.

“provided he requires
it the low afficer repliod_

“That is his owilook,”
Justice Mehra rejoinad
nior adwocate  Kapdl

Sibal, appea far M.
Purkayastha, asked wh
~principle~ the law officer

began
mr. Purkayastha's side ex-
pressimg dissatisfacton
with the report submirted
by the Tihar medscal team.
The court had ordered the
fties 1o conduct a
e et dom.

rar. Sibal said the report
did not depict the “true
medical condition” of Mr.

1967, and
'\d:l.rec(lylmpac[ memhl]l-
i of the countr

Former SC judge
A M. Khanwilkar is
Lokpal Chairperson

I ——

pointed as judicial mem-
rs of the anti-corruption

e e Bt
sSushil Chandra, Panka
Kumar and Ajay Tirkey will
be non-judicial members,

Apart
son. the
sight members, four judi-
cial and four non-judic

Consumption survey report
inspired by polls: Congress

EW DELHL
The Congress on
the

Tuesday
described Household
Consumption Expendinure

Etren by differens agencies

in the past one year.

The also accused
the Narendra Mo govern-
ment of “desroving the

~des
credibility of the country’s
economic dara

After a gap of mare than

meid whia Laea
xpenditure survey indi-
cated thaw poversy has

he credibilic

come down to 5% i the
country.

Congress chief Mallikas-
jun Kharge. in & post on X,
sccused the Madi gov

ment_of coming our wl-h
~an election inspired s
ey after [heing] adeep 2t
the wheel for ~ par.

in the country s0
as is shown in the report,
- poorest 5% of ru-

Tl Trreli v speneing oy

246 daily.
Lhy did the poonest

5% of families gex the least

benefit from g)‘nerru:rlelll

— only  2ES/

manthe \.\'hy tan he month-

income of farmers less

than the weragg income of

rural India7 Why has the

fuel expendimure of rural

ing to ancother report of the
Multi-Dimensional Poverty

on this surwey. s this not
an attemnpt to hide the
baclkbre ice rise by

ss spokespersan

T et that
India’s poverty had been
reduced to 5% =

A.P’s checkdam plan
across the Palar goes
against federalismy’

=

Tamdl Nadu's Minkster for
Water Resources Duraimm-
rugan on Tuesday said that
the proposal of Andhra
Pradesh g0 construct a
cheeck:

Stares. the Tamil Nadu -
nister

e Supreme  Court,
o, In a judgment on Fa-
bruary 16, 2018, sabd that
two agreements, signed in

Anot
mowed in the Supreme
Court, opposing  Andhra
Pradesh’'s attempt to in-
crease the height of the ex-
istinge checlodam across the
Palar and this too ks pend-
ing before the top court, he
sasd

Farmer ALADME coordi-
netor 0. Panneerselvam an
Tuesday hit out at the Dra-
wida Munme
DAY

a m
for its “care-
lessmess™ over Andhra Pra-
desh's proposal.

Government
extends ban

on J&K group
for five vears

NEW DELHD

The Union Home Ministry
on Tuesday extended the
Ban on the Jamaat-e-lslami
4Jen, Jammu Kashmis wn-
der the Unkawdul Activities
{Prevention) Act. 1967 for
five years.

The Jel was declared an
“unkawful association~
February 28, 2019, Home
Minister Amit Shah on X

. “Pursuing Prime wi-
mister Marendra Modl Ji's
policy  of

zero tolerance
against terrorism and -
ramism, the governmeni




Supreme Court issues contempt
notice to Patanjali, MD Balkrishna

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday issued contempt
notice against Patanjali Ay-
urved and its Managing Di-
rector Acharya Balkrishna
for publishing advertise-
ments of products in viola-
tion of the Drugs and Magic
Remedies (Objectionable
Advertisements) Act, 1954
and its Rules, despite an
undertaking given to the
court in November.

A Bench of Justices Hi-
ma Kohli and Ahsanuddin
Amanullah said the com-
pany and Mr. Balakrishna
had violated its assurance
to the Supreme Court on
November 21, 2023 to re-
frain from advertising or
branding its products as
“permanent relief” for dis-
eases like obesity, blood
pressure, asthma, etc., in
violation of the 1954 Act.

“What do you mean by

Acharya Balkrishna

‘permanent relief’? There
are only two types of per-
manent reliefs. One, the
person dies. Two, the per-
son is cured. There is no
third ‘permanent relief’,”
Justice Amanullah ad-
dressed the lawyer for
Patanjali.

Justice Amanullah asked
the Centre, represented by
Additional Solicitor Gener-
al K.M. Nataraj, whether it
had taken any action on
the issue of Patanjali adver-
tisements violating the law.

Mr. Nataraj said he
would file a “better” affida-

vit. He said it was up to the
States to implement the
provisions of the Act.
During the hearing, the
court pointed out that it
had on November 21 di-
rected the company to not
make any “casual state-
ments” to the print or elec-
tronic media about the effi-
cacy of their medicinal
products or indulge in any
disparaging  statements
about other disciplines of
medicine like allopathy.

Order violated

However, a press confe-
rence was held by Baba
Ramdev, on November 22,
the very next day of the Su-
preme Court order, the
Bench observed.

When the court asked
how exactly Baba Ramdev
was associated with Patan-
jali, the company’s lawyer
vaguely responded that he
was a yoga guru and a
sanyasi.

Senior advocate P.S. Pat-
walia, appearing for the
petitioners including the
Indian Medical Association
(IMA), intervened to point
out metaphorically that
Baba Ramdev was like
“everything and nothing at
the same time” to
Patanjali.

The Bench directed the
company and its Managing
Director to file their replies
to the contempt notice in
two weeks. Meanwhile, the
court restrained Patanjali
from advertising or brand-
ing medicinal products as
cures for diseases or disor-
ders specified under the
1954 Act and its Rules.

The court also cau-
tioned the stakeholders in
Patanjali from making any
statements adverse to any
system of medicine in the
print or electronic media
in any form.

The Bench listed the
case on March 19.



'‘Entire country taken for a ride': SC
slams Patanjali for misleading ads

THE ENTIRE COUNTRY has been
“taken for a ride”, the Supreme Court
said on Tuesday while restraining till
further orders on Patanjali Ayurved,

a company co-founded by yoga guru

Ramdev and dealing in herbal
products, from advertising or

branding products meant for treat-
ing diseases. Issuing notices to
PatanjaliAyurved and MD Acharya
Balkrishna, the SC asked why con-
tempt proceedings should not be
initiated against them.
mPage S5
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Former SC judge
AM. Khanwilkar is
Lokpal Chairperson

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

Former Supreme Court
judge A.M. Khanwilkar was
appointed as the Chairper-
son of the anti-corruption
ombudsman Lokpal on
Tuesday, nearly two years
after the post fell vacant.

The Lokpal has been
working without its regular
chief after Justice Pinaki
Chandra Ghose completed
his term on May 27, 2022.

Justice Pradip Kumar
Mohanty, a judicial mem-
ber of the Lokpal, is cur-
rently the Acting
Chairperson.

Justice Khanwilkar re-
tired from the Supreme
Court in July 2022.

A communique issued
by the Rashtrapati Bhavan
said that retired Justices
Lingappa Narayana Swa-
my, Sanjay Yadav and Ritu
Raj Awasthi have been ap-

CM

Justice A.M. Khanwilkar

pointed as judicial mem-
bers of the anti-corruption
ombudsman.

Sushil Chandra, Pankaj
Kumar and Ajay Tirkey will
be non-judicial members,
the communique said.
These appointments will
take effect from the dates
they assume charge of
their respective offices, it
added.

Apart from a Chairper-
son, the Lokpal can have
eight members, four judi-
cial and four non-judicial.




* What is the Background of their Formation?

* In 1809, the institution of ombudsman was inaugurated officially in
Sweden.

* In the 20™ century, Ombudsman as an institution developed and grew most
significantly after the Second World War.

* New Zealand and Norway adopted this system in the year 1962 and it proved to
be of great significance in spreading the concept of the ombudsman.



* In 1967, on the recommendations of the Whyatt Report of 1961, Great
Britain adopted the institution of the ombudsman and became the first
large nation in the democratic world to have such a system.

* In 1966, Guyana became the first developing nation to adopt the concept of the
ombudsman. Subsequently, it was further adopted by Mauritius, Singapore,
Malaysia, and India as well.



* In India, the concept of constitutional ombudsman was first proposed by
the then law minister Ashok Kumar Sen in parliament in the early 1960s.
* The term Lokpal and Lokayukta were coined by Dr. L. M. Singhvi.

* In 1966, the First Administrative Reforms Commission recommended the
setting up of two independent authorities- at the central and state level, to
look into complaints against public functionaries, including MPs.



* What are the Key Provisions of the Lokpal and Lokayuktas (Amendment)
Act, 2016?

* It amended the Lokpal and Lokayukta Act, 2013.

* It also amended section 44 of the 2013 Act that deals with the provision of
furnishing of details of assets and liabilities of public servants within 30
days of joining the government service.

* It replaces the time limit of 30 days, now the public servants will make
declaration of their assets and liabilities in the form and manner as
prescribed by the government.



What is the Structure of Lokpal?

Lokpal is a multi-member bhody, that consists of one chairperson and a maximum of 8
members.

Chairperson of the Lokpal should be either the former Chief Justice of India or the former
Judge of Supreme Court or an eminent person with impeccable integrity and outstanding
ability, having special knowledge and expertise of minimum 25 years in the matters relating to
anti-corruption policy, public administration, vigilance, finance including insurance and
banking, law and management.

Out of the maximum eight members, half will be judicial members and minimum 50% of the
Members will be from SC/ ST/ OBC/ Minorities and women.



* The judicial member of the Lokpal either a former Judge of the Supreme Court or a
former Chief Justice of a High Court.

* ‘The non-judicial member should be an eminent person with impeccable integrity and
outstanding ability, having special knowledge and expertise of minimum 25 years in
the matters relating to anti-corruption policy, public administration, vigilance, finance
including insurance and banking, law and management.

* The term of office for Lokpal Chairman and Members is 5 years or till the age of 70
years.

* The members are appointed by the president on the recommendation of a Selection
Committee.



* The selection committee is composed of the Prime Minister who is the
Chairperson, Speaker of Lok Sabha, Leader of Opposition in Lok
Sabha, Chief Justice of India or a Judge nominated by him/her and One
eminent jurist.

* For selecting the chairperson and the members, the selection committee
constitutes a search panel of at least eight persons.






* The Inquiry Wing of the Lokpal has been vested with the powers of a civil
court.

* Lokpal has powers of confiscation of assets, proceeds,

receipts and benefits arisen or procured by means of corruption in special
circumstances.

* Lokpal has the power 1o recommend transfer or suspension of public
servant connected with allegation of corruption.

* Lokpal has the power to give directions to prevent the destruction of
records during the preliminary inquiry.
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LN MENESTER of Finarsce and
Corporate Affairs Nirmata
Sicharaman has been in
of Two key portfolios in the
Nasersdia Mods-fed government.
and as india’s longest serving
ruti-cime nance
Minister, she has peesented six
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recond of Marami Desai.
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10,000 human genomes
sequenced in India: Govt

ANONNADUTT
NEW DELHI. FEBRUARY 27
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JAPAN
Newbornsareat
anew low, fewer

couples marry

Tokyo: The number of ba-
bies born in Japan last
year fell for an eighth
straight year to a new low,
government data showed
on Tuesday. The 758,631
babies born in Japan in
2023 were a 5.1 per cent
decline from the previous
year, according to the
Health and Welfare
Ministry. It was the low-
est number of births since
1899. The number of
marriages fell by 5.9% to
489,281 couples. AP




According to Kingston, from 1995 to 2008, Japan’s number
of regular workers decreased by 3.8 million while the
number of irregular workers increased by 7.6 million.

1995-2008

Japan’s population is projected to shrink well into the
middle of this century, dropping to an estimated 88 million
in 2065 — a 30% decline in 45 years.



* Emperor Naruhito
* Prime Minister Fumio Kishida
Legislature National Diet

* Upper house

House of Councillors

* Lower house House of
Representatives
Formation
* Imperial Dynasty 539 ADI112]3]
established

* Meiji Constitution

November 29, 1890

» Current constitution ~ May 3, 1947

Area

« Total 377,975 km?2
(145,937 sq mi)l4!
(62nd)

» Water (%) 1.4[9]

Population

» January 1, 2023
estimate

« 2020 census

¥ 125,416,877.°
(11th)

v 126,226,568!7!

+ Density 330/km?
(854.7/sq mi) (44th)
GDP (PPP) 2023 estimate
» Total A $6.495 trillion(®!
(4th)
» Per capita A $52,12008! (34th)
GDP (nominal) 2023 estimate
« Total ¥ $4.231 trillion[®!
(4th)
« Per capita A $33,95008! (30th)
Gini (2018) V 33.41°
HDI (2021) A 0.925[10]

very high - 19th

Currency

Japanese yen (¥)




Qualcomm, Jio to bring 8,000
5G smartphone by 2024-end

Product targeted at
300 million 2G users

JATIN GROVER
New Delhi, February 27

SANDIEGO-BASED QUALCOMM, aglobal
innovator in wireless products, solutions
and technologies, is working with Reliance
Jio to develop a 5G smartphone priced
below $99 (around ¥8,000). The phone is
likely to be launched by the end of the cur-
rent calendaryear,Qualcomm’s senior vice-
presidentand general managerof handsets
Chris Patrick said at the ongoing World
Mobile Congress in Barcelona.

In 2020, Qualcomm Ventures, the
investment arm of Qualcomm, had
invested ¥730 crorein Jio Platforms, trans-
lating into a 0.15% equity stake.

THE AFFORDABILITY FACTOR

mQualcomm's new
chipset to support 5G
standalone architecture,
offered by Jio currently

New
smartphone
to help users

shiftto 5G
from2G at
affordable cost

m Share of 5G
m Qualcomm has been smartphone
working to bring down shipments
price of its chipsets crossed
for some time now 520/
(o)
in 2023, with
66%
(o]

y-0-y growth,
according to
Counterpoint

The duo developing a smartphone
priced around 8,000 is significant as it
mayaccelerate the migration of 2Gusersto
4Gand 5G services.While Bharti Airteland
Vodafone Idea have 2G users, Jio’s network
isfully4G-5G.Therearesome smartphones
priced around 8,000 in the market today,

but the Qualcomm-Jio product is expected
to be packed with more features — higher
RAM (random access memory)and abetter
processor — which may make it more
attractive to consumers.

Continued on Page 18




Nordic-Baltic Eight (NB8)



he India-Nordic-Baltic Eight (NB8) meeting was held recently on the
sidelines of the Raisina Dialogue, 2024 in New Delhi.

NBS8 - A regional framework consisting of 8 countries from the Northern
Europe.

5 Nordic Countries - Denmark, Finland, 3 Baltic countries - Estonia, Latvia, and
Iceland, Norway, and Sweden. Lithuania.




Established in - 1992

Aim - To discuss important regional and international issues in an informal
atmosphere.

Chair - In 2024, the NB8 is chaired by Sweden which was taken over
from Latvia.

NB8 Wise Men Report - It is also known as Birkavs-Gade Report.

It provides concrete guidelines for promoting cooperation between the 8
countries.

e-PINE - Enhanced Partnership in Northern Europe (e-PINE) was launched by
the United States in 2003.










» Google has recently introduced Gemma, latest open artificial intelligence (Al)
model.

* Gemma is a family of open-source Al models developed by Google DeepMind.

« Its name is derived from the Latin word “gemma, *which translates to precious
stone.




* It has been built using the same research and technology used in Gemini
models by Google.

« Gemma is being offered in 2 model sizes, Gemma 2B and Gemma 7B, which
have been released with pre-trained and instruction-tuned variants







The 16"edition of the Dosti-16 exercise has been recently concluded with
observers from Bangladesh.

Dosti-16 is a trilateral exercise between the coast guards of Indlia, the
Maldives, and Sri Lanka.

The exercise aims to improve maritime interoperability, enhance cooperation,
and strengthen friendship.

The exercise has been held every 2 years since 1991, except in 2021.
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Bangladeshis annoyed after West Bengal gets Gl Tag for Tangail Saree.

Tangail sarees named after the place called Tangail, located in Bangladesh.

Weavers from Tangail region of then East Bengal, migrated to different parts of
West Bengal and continued their weaving profession for production of Tangail
Sarees.

The Tangail saree is a simplification of Jamdani cotton saree but with minimal
designs in body portion, thereby minimizing the labour and price.




The traditional tangail borders had a ‘paddo’ or lotus pattern, pradeep or lamp
pattern apart from popular ‘ans par’ that was common in Shantipur region.

Materials used - Tangail weavers normally used cotton and the texture is usually
high and compact.

Tassar silk yarn, Mercerized cotton yarn, dyed twisted cotton yarn are used as

extra warp for making designs in the borders of the sarees.

Jacquards fabrics are used for making designs in the borders.

Coloured yarns are used for both warp and weft and in extra warp also.




Geographical Indication (GI) Tag

It is defined under Article-23 and 24 of the Trade-Related Aspects of
Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS) Agreement of the World Trade
Organization (WTO).

*GI tag is a form of certification that recognizes unique products based
on their origin.

GI tagged products can be natural or man-made.

*The raw materials for such products do not necessarily have to come
from that region, unless it is an agricultural tag.



Rani

Chennamma R




* Commemorating 200 years of Rani Chennamma’s rebellion against the British East
India Company, several social groups across India have organised a national campaign,
Naanoo Rani Chennamma (I am Rani Chennamma too) on 21st February.




The Campaign is trying to invoke
Chennamma’s memory to show that women
can be the vanguards of safeguarding dignity
and justice. Rani Chennamma’s bravery is an

inspiration to the women of the country.

Her stride and quick thinking to safeguard her
homeland can be seen as a testament to her
commitment and dedication to protecting her
kingdom.







Chenamma was born on 23rd October
1778, in Kagati, a small village in
present-day Belagavi district in
Karnataka.

23 Oct. 1778

After Mallasarja’s death in 1816, his
eldest son, Shivalingarudra Sarija,
ascended the throne. But it wasn’t
long before Shivalingarudra’s health
started deteriorating.

At the age of 15, she married Raja
Mallasarja of Kittur, who ruled the
province until 1816.




Kittur needed an heir apparent to survive. However, Shivalingarudra had no
natural heir and Chennamma too had lost her son.

Before his death in 1824, Shivalingarudra adopted a child, Shivalingappa, as
the successor. However, the British East India Company refused to recognise
Shivalingappa as the successor of the kingdom under the ‘Doctrine of Lapse’.




* Under the doctrine, any princely state without a
natural heir would collapse and would be annexed by
the Company.

* John Thackery, the British official at Dharwad, launched
an attack on Kittur in October 1824.




Battle Against British:

In 1824, a fleet of 20,000 British soldiers was positioned on the foothills of the
Kittur fort as they attempted to invade the former princely state of Karnataka.

But Rani Chennamma retaliated and killed a British official to protect and
safeguard her homeland.

Trained in martial arts and military tactics, she was a formidable leader.

She led her army into battle, employing guerrilla warfare tactics to surprise
the British forces



What is the Doctrine of Lapse?

It was an annexation policy followed widely by Lord
Dalhousie when he was India's Governor-General from 1848 to
1856.

According to this, any princely state that was under the direct
or indirect control of the East India Company where the ruler
did not have a legal male heir would he annexed by the
company.
* As per this, any adopted son of the Indian ruler could not
be proclaimed as heir to the kingdom.

By applying the doctrine of lapse, Dalhousie annexed the States
of:

e Satara (1848 A.D.), Jaitpur, and Sambalpur (1849 A.D.),
Baghat (1850 A.D.), Udaipur (1852 A.D.), Jhansi (1853
A.D.), and Nagpur (1854 A.D.).






India is set to revolutionise
its nuclear energy sector by
inviting private companies to
invest approximately USD 26
billion, marking a significant

shift in its energy policy.

/

This move aims to boost
electricity generation from

non-carbon-emitting sources

and aligns with India's
ambitious targets for
renewable energy adoption.

/




The government is negotiating with leading firms such as Reliance
Industries, Tata Power, Adani Power, and Vedanta Ltd.

for investments of about Rs 440 billion ($5.3 billion) each in the nuclear
energy sector. The government aims to add 11,000 megawatts (MW) of
new nuclear power generation capacity by 2040 through this investment.

This initiative is expected to diversify India's energy mix, reduce
dependence on fossil fuels, and enhance energy security in the long run.



Private companies will be responsible for making investments in nuclear
plants, acquiring land, and water, and undertaking construction activities.

However, the rights to build, operate, and manage the nuclear stations, as
well as fuel management, will remain with the state-run Nuclear Power
Corporation of India Ltd. (NPCIL) as per legal provisions.

Private companies are anticipated to generate revenue from electricity
sales, while NPCIL will operate the projects for a fee.



Cyclone Shelter HAMs Excel in IOTA
Expedition



* A dedicated team of amateur radio
operators (HAMs) advocating last-mile
connectivity, aimed to integrate HAM
education in schools for enhanced disaster
response, embarked on a significant journey
from cyclone shelters in Nachugunta Island,
Andhra Pradesh, to participate in the Island
on the Air (IOTA) expedition.

/
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KALIA Sche e



he Odisha state cabinet recently extended the KALIA
scheme for 3 more years.

KALIA stands for “Krushak Assistance for Livelihood
and Income Augmentation”.

It is a cash assistant scheme launched by Odisha
Government in 2018 to accelerate Agricultural
Prosperity and reduce poverty in the State.

Financial assistance of Rs.25,000 will be given per
farm family over 5 seasons.
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* The Kerala Drug Control Department launched Operation
AMRITH to prevent the overuse of antibiotics in the state.

« Background

* In 2011, the Indian government introduced the H1 rule to
prohibit the over-the-counter (OTC) sales of antibiotics without
a prescription, responding to the growing concern over
antimicrobial resistance (AMR).



* In 2013, the rule to limit the OTC restriction was limited to second- and third-line
antibiotics, allowing the sale of first-line antibiotics without a prescription.

« Step was taken to ensure that life-saving antibiotics remained accessible to
the public, especially in remote areas

« Operation AMRITH enforces the original H1 rule, mandating a doctor’s
prescription for acquiring any class of antibiotics.



First private ammunition
manufacture facility opens



In a first in the private sector, two facilities for the manufacture of ammunition
and missiles were opened by Adani Defence and Aerospace in Kanpur, Uttar
Pradesh recently.

About:

The Kanpur complex is set to become one of the largest integrated
ammunition manufacturing complexes in South Asia.

The facilities will produce high-quality small, medium and large calibre
ammunition for the armed forces, paramilitary forces and the police.
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BRIC-THSTI Faridabad and lIT Madras researchers have developed an India-
specific model to determine the age of a foetus in a pregnant woman in the
second and third trimesters precisely.

Currently, the age of a foetus (gestational age, GA) is determined using a
formula developed for Western populations and are likely to be erroneous
when applied in the later part of pregnancy due to variations in the growth of
the foetus in the Indian population.
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