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Centre discloses key consumption expenditure survey findings after 11-year gap

NEW DELHL

For the first time in about
11 years, the government

cal Office (NSO) every five
dings of

monetisa

on

broad rmdm‘g of the Al b
dia Household Consump-
ton Expenditure Survey
carried out between Au-
gust 2022 and July 2023.

The Household Con-
sumer r;:pendnure Survey
(HCES) &s u:

plementation of the
Services Tax (GST),
Were never released after
the government cited “data
quality™ issues_
As per the latest survey,
the average monthly per

ed by the Natiohal Scatrt.

capita
ture (MPCE) in Indian hou-

seholds rose by 33.5%
since 201112 in urban hou-
seholds to 3.510, with ru-
ral India’s MPCE seeing a

Importantly. the nu
s show that the propor-

compared with 42.6% In-
curred It years earlier. This
reduction could translate
into a lower weightage for

tion of spending on food the imputed values of
has dropped o 46.4% for  items rec of cost
rural from throush va-
529% in 201112, while ribus soctal welfare pro-

their urban peers spent
Just 39.2% of their overall
monthly outgoes on food

grammes such as the PM
Garib Kalyan Ann Yojana
or Staterun schemes,

which were calculated -

The Statistics and Pro-

The average MPCE, at
201112 prices, was a tad
higher when these items
were included while ex-
duding free education and
heal 2

for rus

Ministry released a fact-

on data collected

Food spending

Share of cereals and food in average manthh

%o share of
cereals

22323

from 2,617
of which 1,55,014 were in
States
rles, the Minssery s:

ivas
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How the gardens of Delhi welcomed tulip
blooms to become yet another ‘City ofj Joy

Thes

NEW DELHI

ver the past week,
0 pictures of Delhi's
Tulips in bloom
ac
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2023: two lakh for
NDMC-governed areas and
one lakh for the Delhi
r ment Authority
<ODA, which it paid for).
ding to NDMC
sources, the cost of a
single nulip bulb was
bemeen 225 and 30, with
a total a cost of
257 Lakh, of the $120.69
crore NDMC borticulture
budget for 2023-24. This is

demwlnd'lwokoﬂ'\\mhshkhm bulbs|

Visual delight: A manicured row of bps seen along Shantpath on
2 sunny afternoon in New Delfi. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMWA

the second year of tulip
plantation in the city.

Along with other
gardeners, Raju (name
chai

past two years, he has
treated the bulbs with
care, transferring them
from the Tulip Growth
Cum Storage Chamber
established at Lodhi

Garden to flower beds in
Central Delhi, where the
most prominent
government offices are.

“Extensive care”
“NDMC has taken
exrensive care 1o
the tulips survive in mjm
despite them not bein,
Indigenousty found in the
clry.”
beam

ed from the Netherla

25 3 security guard on the

Shantpath

waorks in eight-hour shifts
long with two or three

other security personnel,
reprimanding any visitor
who “disturbs” the tuli
~They are very expensives
NDMC has given us strict
instructions to make sure

it is our responsibility to
s em™.

Pradip . an
environmentalist and
author of Trees of Delii: A
Field Guide. said that since
tulips bloom for a very
short period. they
probably not have

m impacts on the

(foreign). However,
it is akin to raising a polar
bear in the capital: =
anemp( o
do so with modern
technology, but that does
not mean one should.”

Bitter rivals Congress,
AAP seal alliance deal

The AAP will contest four seats in Delhi. leavi

three to G SS: O

alliance in Punjab and Assam over ‘special circumstances.

NEW DELMI

he umgress and
the Aadmi
Party (.uu») have
arrtved at a seat-sharing
understanding in Delhi,
Goa, Gujarat,
and Chandigarh,
defeat the BJP in the up-
coming Lok Sabha elec-
tion, they said on Saturday.
In a joint press confe-
rence addressed by leaders
of both pa Congre:
Jeader Mukul Wasaik said
ma: xﬁer prolonged dis-
the two parties
Tave arrived at a 403 deal
for the seven Lok Sabha
seats in Delhi. The AAP will
contest from the New Del-
hi, West Delhi, South Del-

AAP and Congress teaders announ:
press conference in New Delhi on Saturday. SUSHL KUMAS VERMA

o nd
from Cha

this agreement,” he said_

Wi
contest from the Chandni
Chowk, Northeast Delhi,

Haryana, AAP will con-
from Kurukshetra,
while Congress will contest

from the remaining nine
seats,” Mr. Wasnik said.

e Congress will be
contesting both seats from

Leaders from the two par-

announced that & will be

say parties

o= ther seat-shanng deal at

contesting three seats.

Once bitter rivals, the
two parties are now part of
the

unite the Opposition and
take on the BIP.
“Today the

formed in the interest of
the country. The BIP's cal-

try is important and the
party secondary~.

Air strikes in Russia leave
Indian securlty helper’ dead

NEW DELHI

A Z3yearcld man from
as

Ukramian air
Wednesday in the Donetsk
region on the Russia-Uk-
raine border, another In-

an worker escaped
the attack told The Hindeu.
ified as

in December 2023 and was

and was attached
with Russian Army

to bring him back home.
Ministry of External Affairs
offictals said that they had
not been informed about
this incident. Ashvinbhai

Mangukiya, the father of
the deceased, told The Hin-

any other derails. The es-
caped worker. Sameer Ah-
mad told The Hindu that
Mangukiya was killed as he
was struck by missiles.
Though the exact

was hit by two missiles.




How the gardens of Delhi welcomed tulip
blooms to become yet another ‘City of joy’

The special gardens, which took off with 3 lakh tulip bulbs imported from the Netherlands, bring

delight to residents, foster pride among caretakers, and see some concern from environmentalists

Satvika Mahajan
NEW DELHI

ver the past week,
0 pictures of Delhi’s
tulips in bloom

have been shared across
social media and
WhatsApp groups. City
residents passing by
Shantipath in the
diplomatic enclave,
runners’ haunt Nehru
Park, and Lodhi Garden
where history and
modernity meet, have all
marvelled at the sight.

In a bid to fulfil
Lieutenant Governor V.K.
Saxena’s promise when he
took charge in May 2022,
to make Delhi a “City of
joy, city of flowers”, three
lakh tulip bulbs were
imported from the
Netherlands in December
2023: two lakh for
NDMC-governed areas and
one lakh for the Delhi
Development Authority
(DDA, which it paid for).

According to NDMC
sources, the cost of a
single tulip bulb was
between 325 and 330, with
a total approved cost of
¥87 lakh, of the ¥120.69
crore NDMC horticulture
budget for 2023-24. This is

\

Visual delight: A manicured row of tulips seen along Shantipath on
a sunny afternoon in New Delhi. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

the second year of tulip
plantation in the city.
Along with other
gardeners, Raju (name
changed to protect
privacy)was trained by
NDMC'’s horticulture
department in the art of
raising tulips in the
national capital. For the
past two years, he has
treated the bulbs with
care, transferring them
from the Tulip Growth
Cum Storage Chamber
established at Lodhi

Garden to flower beds in
Central Delhi, where the
most prominent
government offices are.

‘Extensive care’
“NDMC has taken
extensive care to ensure
the tulips survive in Delhi
despite them not being
indigenously found in the
city,” Mr. Raju said,
beaming, as he gently
watered the plants.
Shankar, (name
changed) has been posted

as a security guard on the
Shantipath lawns. He
works in eight-hour shifts
along with two or three
other security personnel,
reprimanding any visitor
who ‘disturbs’ the tulips.
“They are very expensive;
NDMC has given us strict
instructions to make sure
that nothing happens to
them,” he said.

Reshma Verma, 59, a
homemaker, drove almost
20 km, for her grandson
to see the tulips. She said,
“if our government is
taking such initiatives and
making the city beautiful
by adding foreign flowers,
it is our responsibility to
support them”.

Pradip Krishen, an
environmentalist and
author of Trees of Delhi: A
Field Guide, said that since
tulips bloom for a very
short period, they would
probably not have
long-term impacts on the
environment of Delhi,
despite being vilayati
(foreign). However, he says
it is akin to raising a polar
bear in the capital: “One
can obviously attempt to
do so with modern
technology, but that does
not mean one should.”



Overview:

The Indira Gandhi Memorial Tulip Garden in Srinagar recently entered the World Book of
Records (London) as Asia's largest such park.



Lo
.'?‘.

m It is situated on the foothills of the Zabarwan Range with an overview of Dal Lake.

The garden was opened in 2007 with the aim to boost floriculture and tourism in Kashmir
== Valley.

@ The garden is built on a sloping ground in a terraced fashion consisting of seven terraces.

of other flowers, including daffodils, hyacinths, roses, narcissus, and other ornamental

: | I The garden houses about 48 varieties of tulip flowers. The garden also has several types
plants.



* Tulip festival:

* It is an annual celebration that aims to showcase
the range of flowers in the garden as a part of
tourism efforts by the Government of Jammu and
Kashmir.

* It is organized during the onset of the spring
season in Kashmir valley.
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SEBI using Al for probes.

says whole time member
The Securities and Exchange Board of India is
Arrificial for

cause problems. As bong as the market s

and no is
that is fine with the regulator, he noted.

Pune Gas installs LPG project
for Taj Group hotel in Tawang
said it had completed a

Pune Gas on Sa
project inpolving the ins
bank

pamy said. simg
presorving the biodiversity of this namre-centric
Iocarion., Taj Vivanta decsded o transition to LPG
fuel, Pune Gas sad.

IRF calls for making seat belts
mandatory in heavwv vehicles
International Road Federarion (IRF), a global
road safety has the Ministry of Road
T

rransport and Highways (MoRTH) to make the
all heavy vehicles,
to

passenger
rinimise Lasuaitics and injurie:
accidents. IRF President Erme:

which needed 1o be made mandatory. o

DBS Bank sees CAD
narrowing to 0.8% as
service exports buoy

Balance ufPawnent;(u log surplus this yvear. lend upside for rupee, say

bank’s ec 2 FinMin i

Wilkas Dot
NEW DELHI

hile  the Fi-
W oonee ey
this week sald it

eased to a ninemonth low
of SIT.5 ‘billion in January,
DBS Bank

the CAD at L3% of GDP in 2023-24

5 bearan comenod
e hand ise Imports b

thus aia

Bricas helpng soften the
R N The CAD

= Bank's ccanamists slash

= Pust-pall pic 1
mparts 1o a-m:nc.m?nml
15631 10 1. 19 DBSS

a step further and project-
ed the years CAD to come
under 0.8%, citing strong
services exports and
clining goods impart bills
The Singapore-based

bank's economist
pointed to benlgn com-
s as a fac-

price
Tae In the samening of i

Toes of Payments dar
clock 3 $45 billion surplus
this year, aftar 2 $3 billion
200233, serving
asa posll:hle for the Indian

rupes's rajecrory.
'l'he E-Il\an(e Ml stry
had in its monthly bulletin

for ]:nluary estimated the
narrow this fiscal
om 29 of GOP in 202223,
Fris ‘widening marginal-
By to 1.4% next vear.

DBS expects the inclu-
sion of Indian government
bonds in global indices will
boost inflows and the ba-

lance of payments surphus
in 202425, along with a
slight psckup in invest-

a

the authorities will prefer

to keep the Indian rupee in.
a predictable and scable
range, limiting potential
sharp upside in the napee ™
DES Bank senior econo-
misr Radhd wrote in

a research note on India's

“favourable
cues

Ms. Hao reckoned that

the goods

TarTow 1o
this year to %235 hillion,

current  ac-

trade deficit

course to slip, the [servic-
es] trade surpius is expect-
ed to jumg 1o a record high
of $171 billlon in this fAscal
year. This should help the
full-year current account
deficit to narrow to less
than 1% of GDP at 0.8% of
GDP. For 202425, we bud

in a slower rise in service

pickup in capital impors,
aving the CAD at 1L1% of
GO Ms. Rao wrote, whille
factoring  in
strong growth in overseas
rrances.

The Rescrve Bank of In-
ageable” through this year
as well a5 In 2024-25.

‘Quantco Kesearch eco-
nomists sald they expect

through the Red Sea

Engineering exports may
turn positive for 2023-24
despite weak demand: EEPC

MEW DELHE

Enginecring goods expor-

global are sl
full of ending 20233
in the black, with ship-

inrecent years, rose for the
in

2.8% in December. Cumu-

enginee ring goods
ruse for the second
January

larive exports so far this
mos stand ax S68

between April 2022 and Ja-
musary 2023

Last mansh, th
shipments to about a do-
men major markets clocked
significant gr . Enclud-
ing the United States (6%,
Chima  (15.1%).  Russia

{30.8%) _and the UAE
{3.8%). The major drivers

Priducts aod eheckrie

chinery, with demand

from South Asia and Eu-

rope also propping up
wolumes.

“The disruption in mrade
roustes has hindered poten-
tial growth, but there re-
mains optimism that by
the end of the fiscal year,
India  will see positive
growth in this sector” En-

Sineering Exports Promo-
fon Conncll (RERC) Tndia
<ha Kumar Ca-

rodia said on Saturday.

Do a case study on
how govt. works: FM

BaUmMBAL

Finance Minister Nirmala
hara turday

wernance manage-
ment  of econamy.
b A M 4
e highlighted

“¥ou shauld lock at a
ndia

rasl-Gaza war) happening

simultanecusly, and also
owercome the Hed Sea pira-
cy-related uncertxinties to

emerge as the world's fas-

‘Gemini not
reliable in
responding to
prompits

MEW DELHE

Under fire over Al tool Ge-

mini’s ‘objectionable” res-

ponas o a question om m
arendra Modi,

:.uu:day said had

worked quickly to address

Essue and conceded

that the chatbor “may not
Le

always be reliab
Google further said Ge-
mind was built s a creadvl.
and

in the Mumbai Metropoli-
tam Remion (VM)

T
and might nolalways
liable, especially when it
came to responding to
some promps on political
or v Rews

Salzer Electronics to
add ‘smart meter’
plant in Coimbatore

COIMBATORE

Colmbatore-hased  Salzer
Electronics plans to 3dd a
“SIATE mEter manufac -

lowa
Salzer’s existng facrories
that manufacture electrical

rers,
tions provider said in a
press release. The plant

will

ey of 4 million mart encr
Ev meters that will be in-
creased to 10 milllon in the
s phase.

“At Four million meters,
we expect the revenues to
Be around f1.200 crore
and generate employment

0 1,000 people.” Joint Ma-

expec
ke in the Bre au

the mext fiscal from
mew facility, Salzer said.

CUB eyes 16-17%
growth in two years

EHENNAL
Clty tndon Bank L

e new!
introduced algital lending
o achieve 1617% credit
Erowth rate over the next
Two years, said MD & CEO
. Kamakodi

=T

credit

nst its earlier

target of 1214%. due
oppage of

Card Ign]d Toa fclloms

ing regulatory observation

and divergence issue last

(&)

N &

i

L Karmakadi

year. “Due to these distur-
bances, cur daily ave

advance growth started re-
ducing from 12-14% in De-
cember 2022 to 3-4% ull

lending practices. Things
are settll down and this
process should  support
this h” CEQ

According to him, since

Movember, the bank was

able 1o see a monthly cre-
dit growth of 1%, or more

than 400 crore.

UAE's exit from FATF grey
list may spark surge in FPI
flows into Indian NBFCs

IUMEAL

The Unized Emirates”

Araly
exit from the the grey list

ors nomn-
compliant FATF jurisdic-
tions, whether in
4 ar

Strategic partiers: India and UAE recently signe

eclisching 2 b

Thae exit wwill boost
inflows and catapult

10 regions for FP1

Tokyo pledges a further $4.9 bn to
help TSMC expand Japan production

EraTs)

Japan said iewill give TSMC

to help it build a secand
chip_fabric; plant as
the ompa

Mceris Chang

dustry Ken Saito told Te-

cp -
%

porters after awending a
ceremony for the opening
of the first N Kuma-

s

first factory, co h
rapayer-fiunded subsidies
for TSR wn

Japan before the end
year. Total investment in

the venture, including a se-
1 exceed
more than $20 billlon, ac-

cording o the Talwanese

[PEr CENT VOUNE POwWer.
“India has seen an in-

UAE in the recent past,
including  private equity
and  sowersign  wealth
funds. The country*s remo-
val from the grey Hst will
only help bolster such in-
vestment, ally into
regulated sectors such as
said Parul pain,
of Fund Formatl
Practice ar Nishith Desal
Assaciates.

un-bs eased
n 3020, the BBl had reject-
el meveral applications for
greenfield investments or
Sequisitions In MBFCs raat.
ed through private equity
and venture capizal funds
APES in

Nows into India over
Hhe mext W years

posed on UAE imvestors
Jooking to invest in India-
nds

esh Ashar, Parmer, illume
Advisory.

“similarly,
PEAC funds

India-based
that wanr to

mnies located in the UAE ¢
so with fewer ob-
stacles. This could poten-

bet-
ween the two countries,”
he added. The exit may
ease KYC requirements for
FPis from the region, boost
inflows and catapult UAE

WC) -

itius after the latter was put

on the FATF's grey list.
“The im-

the two jurisdictions have
increased. Friday's an-
has the po-

beral inuEstmEnt tresty. VY SGRE

tential of doubling the
number of FP1_regisra-
tioms and bringing in Larger

Ty I investors, NSDL dara.
howed.

Mr.  Kulkarni believes
the exit will lower funding
costs for ¢ based banks
and lessen their reliance

al v fowter region-
al connectivity.

e writer is with The
Findu businessiine)

FinMin
notifies

Akasa Air as
‘designated
Indian carrier’

NEW DELHI

The Ministry of Finance
Adr

as a
carrier”, facilitating  the
carrier mternational
“In exercise of the pow-
ers conferred by sub-sec-
tion (5} of section S of the
Central es  Tax Act,
1955, the Central Govern-

no
0 be payable on fuel
for international fights to
ensure no tax is expo;

Last week, Akasa Alr an-

gran(edrlgfnsmﬂyln&su—
A Arabia and Kus
The writer Ls with The
Besinessiine)




UAE's exit from FATF grey
list may spark surge in FPI

flows into Indian NBFCs

Ashley Coutinho
MUMBAI

The United Arab Emirates’
exit from the the grey list
on Friday, nearly two years
after its inclusion by the Fi-
nancial Action Task Force,
will ease the road for the
country’s investors seeking
to acquire significant in-
fluence in Indian NBFCs.
An RBI circular in 2021
had stated that invest-
ments in NBFCs from FATF
non-compliant  jurisdic-
tions would not be treated
at par with that from com-
pliant jurisdictions.
Investors from non-
compliant FATF jurisdic-
tions, whether in existing
NBFCs or companies seek-
ing Registration Certifica-
tion, were restricted from
gaining ‘significant in-
fluence’ directlv or indi-

Strategic partners: India and UAE recently signed eight pacts,
including a bilateral investment treaty. VIJAY SONEJI

The exit will boost
inflows and catapult
UAE to the list of top

10 regions for FPI
flows into India over
the next two yvears

tential of doubling the
number of FPI registra-
tions and bringing in larger
ticket size inflows,” said Vi-
raj Kulkarni, Founder, Pi-
vot Management
Consulting.

The UAE had 143 FPIs
registered in India two




gaining ‘significant in-
fluence’ directly or indi-
rectly. Additionally, new in-
vestors were prohibited
from holding more than 20
per cent voting power.

“India has seen an in-
crease in investment from
the UAE in the recent past,
including private equity
and sovereign wealth
funds. The country’s remo-
val from the grey list will
only help bolster such in-
vestment, especially into
regulated sectors such as
NBFCs,” said Parul Jain,
Head of Fund Formation
Practice at Nishith Desai
Associates.

Curbs eased
In 2020, the RBI had reject-
ed several applications for
greenfield investments or
acquisitions in NBFCs rout-
ed through private equity
and venture capital funds
(PE/VC) domiciled in Maur-
itius after the latter was put
on the FATF’s grey list.
“The restrictions im-

LA BN AL LYYW Yweadldo

posed on UAE investors
looking to invest in India-
based PE/VC funds and the
financial services sector
are now eased,” said Yash-
esh Ashar, Partner, Illume
Advisory.

“Similarly, India-based
PE/VC funds that want to
invest in portfolio compa-
nies located in the UAE can
now do so with fewer ob-
stacles. This could poten-
tially lead to an increase in
cross-border investments
and collaborations bet-
ween the two countries,”
he added. The exit may
ease KYC requirements for
FPIs from the region, boost
inflows and catapult UAE
to the list of top 10 regions
for FPI flows into India ov-
er the next two years, ac-
cording to experts.

“Post the UAE-India
agreement, trade between
the two jurisdictions have
increased. Friday’s an-
nouncement has the po-

\.JU]JOI.LI.I..I.I.IE.

The UAE had 143 FPIs
registered in India two
years ago. That number
has swelled to 198, the ma-
jority of which are Catego-
ry II investors, NSDL data
showed.

Mr. Kulkarni believes
the exit will lower funding
costs for UAE-based banks
and lessen their reliance
on affluent regional clients.
As costs decrease and fund
inflows from other coun-
tries increase, a portion is
likely to be directed to-
wards India as FDI or port-
folio investments.

The exit could enhance
or reinstate UAE’s reputa-
tion as a fund jurisdiction,
potentially creating com-
petition for the Gift IFSC,
said Mr. Ashar.

India and the UAE re-
cently signed eight pacts,
including a bilateral invest-
ment treaty and a frame-
work deal to foster region-
al connectivity.

(The writer is with The
Hindu businessline)




Financial Action Task Force

Financial Action Task Force Membership Map

Abbreviation

Formation

Type

Purpose

Headquarters
Region served
Membership

Official
language

President

FATF
1989; 35 years ago

Intergovernmental
organisation

Combat money laundering
and terrorism financing

Paris

Europe

40

English, French

T Raja Kumar [



FATF is the global money laundering and terrorist financing watchdog
set up in 1989 out of a G-7 meeting of developed nations in Paris.

Objective: Initially, its objective was to examine and develop
measures to combat money laundering.

After the 9/11 attacks on the US, the FATF in 2001 expanded its
mandate to incorporate efforts to combat terrorist financing.

In April 2012, it added efforts to counter the financing of
proliferation of Weapons of Mass Destruction (WMD).




* FATF Sessions:

* The FATF Plenary is the decision making
body of the FATF.

* [t meets three times per year.




India and FATF:

India joined with ‘observer’ status in
2006 and became a full member of
FATF in 2010.

India is also a member of its regional
partners, the Asia Pacific Group (APG)
and the Eurasian Group (EAG).




What is the FATF Secretariat?

The FATF Secretariat is located at the OECD headquarters in Paris.

The Secretariat supports the substantive work of the FATF
membership and global network.

The funding for the FATF Secretariat and other services is provided
by the FATF annual budget to which members contribute.




Grey List: The Grey List
[EIURIES ERUITES e e [t serves as a warning that the

are considered safe haven for

supporting terror funding and country may enter the blacklist.

money laundering.

Black List: The Black List
includes Non-Cooperative e As of now, Iran, North Korea and

Countries or Territories

(NCCTs) that support terror Myanmar are the three black listed

funding and money laundering countries.
activities.




 Consequences of Being Enlisted in FATF Lists: The enlisted countries are
subjected to:

* Economic sanctions from financial institutions affiliated with FATF (IMF, World
Bank, ADB etc.)

* Problem in getting loans from such financial institutions and countries
* Reductions in international trade
* International boycott



MEASURE TO EASE RESCUE OPERATIONS ON WORLD’S HIGHEST PEAK

Nepal to make electronic ChlpS must for Everest climbers

SHIRISH B PRADHAN
KATHMANDU, FEBRUARY 24

NEPAL WILL soon be making it
mandatory for all climbers
headed to Mount Everest to
carry an electronic chip that
would be helpful in rescue in
case of any emergency at the
world's highest peak.

The government will soon be
formulating a rule for making
such a chip mandatory starting
from Spring this year when the
climbing season starts for Mt.
Everest with the opening of the
narrow window available toclimb

extremely high altitudes.

Thousands of climbers from
all over the world, including
India and Nepal, are attracted to
the 8,849 metres (29,032 feet)
high Mt Everest, ak.a.
Sagarmatha in Nepali. While
scores of them do reach the
summit, some either lose their
lives or are seriously injured dur-
ing the ascent or descent.

Since 1953, 300 persons have
lost their lives, according to Nepal
government data. In the 2023
Spring season, till May 22, Nepali
officials said, as many as 12
climbers, including four Nepalese,
one Indian, and one Chinese, died

Aline of climbers on Mount Everest. AP file

Since 1953, 300 persons
have lost their lives
while climbing Everest,
according to Nepal
government data

during their respective expedi-
tions to Mt Everest.

The Everest base camp is sit-
uated at an altitude of 18,000
feet. Any search and rescue op-
eration from the base camp on-
wards to the Summit becomes a
tedious job because of the snow
storms, avalanches, and other

extreme weather events.

“All the climbers to Everest
would be provided the electronic
chip by the government after
paying a certain amount. It will
be fitted in the climber's jacket,”
Rakesh Gurung, Director at the
Department of Tourism told PTL

The chips would cost around
USD 10 to USD 15, he said.

According to Gurung, the
chip will help make the expedi-
tions safe and facilitate emer-
gency rescue operations.

Some reputed climbing
agencies have already provided
the electronic chips to their
climbers, Gurung said. PTI
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HOUSEHOLD CONSUMPTION EXPENDITURE SURVEY 2022-23

In 11 years, rural consumption spendrises

more sharply than urban; share on food falls

Average monthly rural spend Rs 3,773;
average monthly urban spend Rs 6459

AANCHAL MAGAZINE
NEW DELHL FEBRUARY 24

THE DIFFERENCE in average
capita

3.9 per cent in 2011-12. accord-

ALL-INDIA TREND IN LEVEL OF CONSUMPTION

Average Monthily Per Capita Expenditure (MPCE)

ing to the lates:
Consumpeion
{HCES) 2022231

Expenditure
« elexsed
s.m..m.y by the Ministry of

Rural
Urban

zass
zs55
759

per cap
tion diture (MPCE) be-

1 dead in blast
at university

EXPRESS NEWS
IMPHAL FEBRUARY 24

ABLAST 2nd a sevies of arson in-
cidents. in which 3

among  several buildings
= place in dfferent

tween rural and urban bouse-
holdsbas sarvaed in L2 per

ln'planenmhxl «

rural
tion spending has risen more

cent n 2022-

g during the 11 year period Th
Survey report dacs reveal thae

Cong and AAP seal LS pact in Delhi,
Gujarat, Haryana, Goa, Chandigarh

Cong gives up Bharuch, Patel's daughter apologises to cadre

Arishi
wamk.beepakmnanaandwrn«smgnmmoﬂmon

leaders.
- Provees Kixmna

JATIN ANAND
NEW DELHL FEBRUARY 24

INDIA BLOC partners Congress
and AAP announced Saturday 3
seat-sharing agreement in
Delhi. Gujarat. Haryana. Goa
and Chandigarh for the Lok
Sabha

The two parties sealed the

con

Modi with national pride?’
Politics of hope has to address spiritual
sources that move people: Sandel

UDSHAV SETH
NEW DELHI FESRUARY 24

APOUTICS of hope can't just be
about “techmocra

word's  foremost  political

ot . Spe.aing 2 EXpeess

Adda Fricay.

“For the most part. main-
bewal.

DOVANS

<.~ Sandel said. “over the
P S or five dacadies Eaatiact

mmm‘rsmmzt'nnvsznza

DELHI: 7 SEATS

Cong: 10| AAP:3
2024  Cong=9 AaP:1

- 1 2019: Cong:1 AAP: 1 2024: Cong: 1 AAP:0

Govt clipped powers of
IIM Board, rejected Niti
advice against doing so

Niti said Board must be able to order probe,
Govt put Board under Visitor ( President)

RITIKA CHOPRA
NEW DELHI FEBRUARY 24

WHEN THE Union Government
amended the Law 1St August 1

ng amendments to the ind

instizutes of x\agnnenuuhh

Act the NIT1

the: Educarion Muusuy in
3 cautioned xgainst

ipring the TIM Boards of all

erode the of the 20
Indian Institutes of Manage-
peimacy to itself

rejected feed

that had advised against

doing So. The ndian Express has
tearnc.

Early last year. when the

5 ¥ finatis-

stream. 1il

s inciud-
..g‘um..uo.,e — the abifity to
mitiate inquiries gainst the in-
sttute.

NITE he apex public
policy think tank of the Union

section empowers the

On India trip, Spanish hockey legend lives
a special feehng' ‘It is my daughter s home’

VDA
£LA FEBRUARY 24

SHE LIVED in an oepl

hockey.

not? For, it was a

in Alicante. Spain: (rlshl)wﬁh

Saumya Escarré plays hockey
her parents, Juan and Gracia. and sister

s5.com

Spanish hockey legend who
scripted this tumaround in the
young indian child's bfe-

Juan Escarré. 54, who com-
peted for Spain in theree Summer
Olympics. besides the Cham-
pioas Trophy as well as the
European Natioes Cup. i

. however.
e Spanish men's bockey team’s
con 2

z 1430
z2630
s39

23773
26,459
iz

rural average monthly con-
sumption spending per person

increasedu 773 per month
in2022-23 from Rs 1.430 per
personin 2011-12.a jumpof 164
per cent This is higher than the
146 per cent increase in urban
average monthly consumption
expenditure per person ta Rs
6.459 in 2022-23 compared
with Rs 2,630 per person in
Zomn-12.

While the Household

Consumption Expendituse sur

Veys are held in a gap of five
CONTINUED ONPAGE 2

Haldwani violence main
accused arrested in Delhi

AVANEESH MISHRA
DEHRADUN FEBRUARY 24

THEUTEARAKHAND potice 2aid
Saturday thac had arsested
Abcil MAaBK whe > allegediy led
the! 02t pr in Haldwears
©n February B swhich fous por-
sons were killed.
B

= Abdul
Malik's was
the 79th
rrest in
the case. fie

Inspector General and Police

PM launches ‘world’s
largest agri storage
plan’; Rs 1.25 lakh cr
outlay over 5 years

Will enable farmers to store and sell
atright time, avail loans from banks

VIKAS PATHAK
NEW DELHL FEBRUARY 24

AT A TIME when farmess in
Punjab are demanding a legal
£ saranase of Ml Support
Price for 23 crops and trying to
march towards Delhi. Prime
—

Seewrss to be increasing
emphasisng the role
s i

X
announced a plan to set up the
SworkT's:

ricultural Credit Societies
{PACS) in 11 states under the
Largess grain storage plan. Modi
— losses due

tural marketing and stor-

P
o Lack of storage

~Eartier -« fo-
cused on storage of ag_nnl.ku:.nl

National Cooperative
Exports Ld. PAGE 2

ATANJALL,
esh Kanti
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rlsl'nnent of hair
growth of new hair

Promotes
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URGES COOPERATIVES TO DIVERSIFY

PM launches ‘world’s

largest agri storage
plan’; Rs 1.25 lakh cr
outlay over 5 years

Will enable farmers to store and sell
atright time, avail loans from banks

VIKAS PATHAK
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 24

AT A TIME when farmers in
Punjab are demanding a legal
guarantee of Minimum Support
Price for 23 crops and trying to
march towards Delhi, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi Saturday
announced a plan to set up the
“world’s largest grain storage plan
in the cooperative sector”.
Inaugurating a pilot project
being undertaken in 11 Primary
Agricultural Credit Societies
(PACS) in 11 states under the
largest grain storage plan, Modi
said farmers incurred losses due
to lack of storage infrastructure.
“Earlier governments never fo-
cused on storage of agricultural
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Co-ops,
the new
@ engine

EXPLAINED

THE GOVERNMENT
seems to be increasingly
emphasising the role of
cooperatives in agricul-
tural marketing and stor-
age. This is reflected in
the creation of a full-
fledged Ministry of
Cooperation under Amit
Shah and routing of non-
basmati rice and sugar
exports on government
account through the
newly-registered
National Cooperative
Exports Ltd. PAGE 2

produce. Our plan s to set up a
storage infrastructure of 700
lakh metric tons over the next
five yearsata cost of Rs 1.25lakh
crore. Thiswill enable farmers to
store their produce and sell it at
the right time according to their
own needs. This will also help
them to avail loans from banks.”

Modi also laid the foundation
stone for additional 500 PACS for
construction of godowns and
other agri infrastructure, Further,
he inaugurated a project for
computersation in 18,000 PACS
across the country, aligning
farming with cutting edge tech-
nology and shifting to fully digi-
tal payments.

The launch of multiple initia-
tives for the cooperative sector
at the Bharat Mandapam in New
Delhiis intended to address one
of the key farmer concerns of
storage, and comes days ahead
of the expected announcement
of dates for the Lok Sabha elec-
tions and the kicking in of the
Moral Code of Conduct.

“The vision of Sahakar se
Samriddhi (prosperity through
cooperatives)is to rejuvenate the
cooperative sector and empower
small and marginal farmers.
Cooperatives have agreatrole in
strengthening farming. That is
why we have set up a separate
Cooperation Ministry,” Modi
said.

—
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ALLIES OM THE ROAD

Akhilesh joins Rahul's
Nyay Yatra in Agra
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projects

worth

T48.100 cr.

PATH TO NOMINATION

Trump beats Haley in
South Carolina race
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Institutions and

students stand to lose

OPINION » PAGE S

A fto
the education
sector

STRIKING BACK

Ashwin, Kuldeep and
Jurel tilt it India’s way
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aide shot dead

cumueRAM
The

2cquaintance were shot dead

Poverty levels below 5%, claimms
chief of Centre’s think tank

INITI Aav

EW DELY

ess than 5% of In-
dians are now ex-
pected o be below

the poverty line. and ex-
treme destitution has al-
most gone away. a top go-
cial asserted

by on
Sunday. Two cthers travelling
with the duo also sustsined
bullet injuries. » PAGE

wocus
The Congress and the indian
Union Muslim League
concluded 2 crucial

seat sharing dscussion in
Kerala ahead of the Lok Sabha

tion for
Punjab CM post

LAanORE
Senior PMLN leader Maryam
Nawaz, the daughter former
Prime Mirister Nawaz Shanf,

politicaty crucial #)
proince. = st to become

the first woman Chief Marster

of Punjsh province. » PAGE 12

“Ceasefire deal
will only defer
Rafah offe

TEL AvIv
A tsraeli military offensive in
the scuthernmoss city of Rafah
could be “delayed somewhat™
= deat for ceasefire veen

claimed that total victory n
Gaza iz “weeks away” once the
offensive begins. » PAGE 12

recent years. he adde

lates Household Consumption
while urban-rural inequality is shrinking:

nditure Survey

ings to argue that growth is broad-based,
s destitution almost extinct: suggests lower weightage for food in CP1

Expert view

it Aayog CEO pn

spending on food has
dropped below S0% of to-

the cal for the first
thae raral eonaoaty s weale  thme.
and India’s growth story is
restricted to a few Food spending changes
BA.R. Subrahma- lLower spends on pulses
and cereals — which

dropped below S of per

s his take 6N consumpTion trends

= Share of ood =pending
Septy. rotail
© overstated

was - as there
were inconsistencies in the
201718 Survey data. which

was “Jum preceded by
demonertisal

Cring the Mommy Per
Capita Expenditure

(MPCE) averages across
fractile classes In 202223,
noted

ly in the low single

digits, and below 5% is

what this data shows, if

you add the imputed value

of food transfers and subsi-
by hos

Uttarakhand to
bring in damage
recovery Bill

NEW DELMI

The Pushkar Singh Dhami
government is set to intro-

(h.ﬁ 21,373 was the

consumption level for the

bottom 5% of rural house-

holds, while it was TL7S2

for the next 5% of
hol

“Poverty lines and esti-

like TVs, I‘Ibdgw-_L mobile
phones and cars have
creased. This not only

capita
ture as per the latest sur-
vey — and higher expendi-
tures on comveyances,

for er. but
also a change in lifestyles.”
he sasd. “Within food. we

see the consumption of
food,

faster than their urban
peers. The ur 1
consumption d has

off
even as rural households®

people are earning
more and need to spend a
lesser share of their in-
come on food, Mr. Subrah

milk, and fruits &s golng up,
an indication of more di-

and free education have
not been factored into the

The Bill provides for re-
covery of cost of damage to
public and private proper-
ity during protests from

eyt o vy demin
tion and deprivat
he

Aex, 11% of the population
was poverty line

below
year. “The big picture is,
there is a sharp rise in ur-

those in the 1nu-
dents. Similar laws

been enacted in Uttar Pra-
desh and Haryana.

official_involved

the dratting of the Bl said
a wribunal, headed by a re-
tired judge, would investi-
gate the s against

e
the accused. It would han-

ban and rural
over 2.5 times from

dle and or-
ders for damage recovery

A Com-
mittee over the next two-
three days. Later. it will be
tabled in the Assembly,
sources said.

The decision to have a

after the district adminis-
wration and civic body, as
part of an anti-encroach-
ment drive. demolished a
mosque and madrasa builk
on nazool (government)
land.

After the incident, the
Chief

than 10%, as 21,782 is the

a;
consumption.” he added.

manyam argued.
“It’s not that consump-

not-
od thas this was the first of-
ficial data since 201112 and

se
in the bottom 5% to 10%
fractile class in
= he said.
vinced poverty in India is

-
Subrahmanyam sasd.

LEG-UP FOR GROWTH
»PAGE 4
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with the affected parties.
“Those

s will be lable to pay com-

e discussed by the State's

Singh Dhami had an-
nounced the construction

damages
Suring the viotence.

Cattle boss

A romadic shepherd herds his cows long the National MHighway near Sehror in Raja:

han cn Frday. 5T

U.S., UK.

launch fresh strikes against Houthis

as rebels escalate attacks on Red Sea shipping

WASHINGTON

American and Britsh forc-

Sea shipping by the Iran-
backed rebels.

The strikes “specifically
targeted I8 Houthi targets
across eight

R

tack drones. air defenc
systems. and a heis.
copter, a join

A Royal Air Force Typhoon fighter jet set for a raid an Houthi
positions on Friday. ssuTERs

tralia, Bahrain, Denmark,
Canada. the Netherlands
and Neéw Zealand. who

It was co-signed by Aus-
cae
4

Eave ~sup-
port” to the new round of
strikes, the second this

month and fourth since

the rebels began their at-
on ships in the

region.

“The Houthis” now

more than 45 attacks on

commercial and naval ves-
sels since mid-Nowvember
constitute a threat to the
global economy, as well as
regional security and sta-
biity. and demand an in-
termational response.” the
staternent sa!

Houthirun AlMasirah
television reported “a se-
ids on the capital

“The United States will
not hesitate to take action.
ded. <o defend lives
and the £ of com-
mmerce in one of the woslds
most critical waterways.”
Pentagon chief Lloyd Aus-
tin said in a separate state-
ment after the strikes. “We

will continue o make clear
to the Houthis that they
will bear the consequences
if they do not stop their il-

countries

Houthis for both recon-
naissance and artack mis-
sions,” on Saturday. at a
site northeast of Sanaa.

Elderly T.N. couple
run on rail tracks
to avert accident

S. Sundar
TENKASI

Display extraordinary
grit, an elderly couple ran
for a few metres on the rail-
way track near the Bhaga-
vathipuram station to stop
an approaching train, mi-
nutes after a truck feil on
the track between Bhaga-
vathipuram and Aryanka-
vu in the early hours of
Sunday.

The couple,
gaiah and Kur

Shanmm-

‘hey ran as

as
they could in the dead of

n
switched on the torchlight

the train to a halt around
Li5am.

“Safe distance”

“The train mowes at a
speed of only 30 kmph on
the ghat section as a pre-
The

were woken by the sound
of the truck falling on the

ouple's alert helped the
crew stop at a safe
from the accident spoe.~
senior raflway official B
The truck was remove
and

Freight train
runs 70 km
minus loco
pilot. probe on

IANMU

The Indian Railways on
Sunday ordered a probe af-
ter a frefghs train travelled
more than 70 km from
Kathua n  Jammu and
Kashmir to Hoshiarpur dis-
trict of Punjab without its
drivers.

An official said the S3-
wagon diesel locomotive
train pulled away from the
Kathua station without its
drivers. “An inquiry has
been ordered into the inci-

the Divisional Traffic Man-

ager said in a statement.
Officials said no cas

or damage to property was

Chennai Egmore - Kollam
for

w
more than two hours ow-
ing to the Ecident

3 ry re-
ports suggested that the
halted at the

stopped near Ucchi Basss

M San in Punjab by rail-
way staff who placed woo-
den on the tracks to
slow it down. Both the loco
pilot and assistant loco pi-
lot were not anboard. offi-
cials sasd. Official

that the Ariver

orma
tion about the runaway
traim, all rail-road cr

on the Jalandhar-Pathan-
kot section were secured.
(With PTT inpets)
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BSP leader
resigns from
party, joins
BJP in UP.

FEW DELHL

Ritesh Pandey, the mMP

Ty
4 fhe Pulimg BiP o
Sunday.
He was inducted into
the BIP in the presence of

With seat-sharing deal sealed.,
Akhilesh joins Nyay Yatra in U.P.

SP chief says anti-people policies of the BJP government has adversely affected youth and farmers of the country; talking
about the paper leak in the State police recruitment exam, e savs the gove was not interested in “providing jobs to youth’

LUK

arnajwadi Party (5P
sPreslden( Akbiesn
wadav joined Con-

through this programme.

ing  agree
Umar Pradesh Deputy | dra in the Bharat Jodo reached on February n
Chief  Minister Brajesh | MNyay Yamra in an between the Congress and
Pathak and other senior | Sunday. fhe SP, Both Bartmens in
leaders. Raising the slogan “BIF the INDMA The Con-

in his resignation lemer | hatao, Desh bachao™ (re- gress will rqghu 17 seats in
addressed to BSP president | move BIF, save e conin: the stare while the SE will
Mayawari, Mr. Pandey said | ry}, the ¥ president said contel m the remain-
that he had not called | the BIP had “unima- g G3

said thar the parry

ing hands:

high time that the auto-

i Comgress leader Raful Gandhi and Prly\_n-_ Gandvadra with Samapeads party <h

Abchilesh ¥aday at the Bharat dode Myay Yatra i Agrs, Pradesh on Sunday. SanunsEe saxe

nr. Gandhi tangeted the
P for working at the beh-

Foans of Modi's friends are

'

BJP for cancelli

LU.P. police recruitment exam

= Leader P, Chidambaram on

wrate the examinarion for selection 1o 50,400
posts af pollee consishies in Uttar Pradesh. They
ship spoken o him years ==t of “caplialises” while travelled long distances in crowded buses and
Ms. Mayawati — without “From youth and farm-  government will due  erstoaveid-providingem-  need to defear the BIP in msl:rqgull nfustice to the trains, spent money, braved .n_gn,,
directly referring to him— | ers to women and traders,  respect to farmers. It is to yourh® LLE. 50 that it is unseated ax and farm “The crilites. The exam was cancelled yesterday.
ad

This is in the ‘Best-governed

have
more than just a political | versely affected by the o regime is removed,”  tng suicide and burning walved. Modi's friends get PR and CMS e
BIFs anti-people policies.  sakd Mr. ¥ 3 their degree certificates.  racy and the Constimurion

Inclusive Alllance [INDLA]

ation
BIP government of deliter-
ately leaking question pap-

per Is mot gt
The povernment does this
deliberately because they
ot want to provide em-
ployment,” e said.
RIr. ¥adav stressed the

peoy
rights and respect has not
been ach ewen after

so many years and the BJF
loots the country. We send
out  only one message

State’, according 1o

Cong. ‘well placed’ in Punjab

for LS polls: Manish Tewari

Congress leader Manish Tewarl on Sunday

Ahead of Lok Sabha election, Modi
launches projects worth 48,100 cr.

FEW DELHL

Facing his third Lok Sabha
elecrion, Prime Minister

DMK sacks leader
amid reports of links’
with drug cartel

Samridhi Tewari

MEW DELHLTHENNAL

aresponse” e

Narendra Modi chose Raj- e | The OIME on S
ot he was sacked its NR1 wing Chen-
first elected an MLA, o nal West i deputy or-
- rojects  worth gandser Jaffer Sadiq. Four MLAs from NPP, Cong.

T4E, 100 crore across the

sai Darapur in west Delhi
Om February 15, when the

join BJP in Arunachal Pradesh —+

This included the in- bership operatives were trying bo
auguration of five All India lrks with an inter-  pack the ps Ahead of the Lok Sabha and Assembly elections
Insttetes  of  Medical national dr el that  in a cover ent of in Arunachal Pradesh, two MLAS each from
Schences (AIIMS) in five weas jointly the  mubtigrain food mix, joint Congress and Marional Peaples Party (NPP)
States and Indias longes: Delhi Police and Marcotics  teams of Cell and Jokned the ruling B on So They jotned ifve
cable. Bridge " ac ritrol Burean (NCE). the NOCB raided the com- party in the presence of Chief Ministes Pema
Dwarka in Guj On_ Saturday, officials  pound and recoversd S0 du in ftanagar. The MLAS are Ninong Ering
etalling Bl lnng:sao- said that a massive drug ke of pse phy N of the . and

clation  with

Three operatives of this

T menmoned that 22 operation cartel — all of whom belong Headed by Meghalaya Chief Minister Conrad K.
years ago he had taken . Brought to light an interna-  to Tamil Madu - were ar- Sangma, the KPP is an ally of the BIP in

oath as an MLA on the and Beyt Dwarks island in Gujarat. B rime Minister Narerndn: Modi maugursted the bridge @n Sundany. F7 . nerwork where  rested cn the spar. After Arunachal Pradesh = This [switch] underlines the
sam . after being pseudoeph; dis-  sustained  interregation, policies and performance of the BIP under the
elected from Rajkot I As- part o take such ewents guised as fivesiog mix pown. ey revealed that 45 con leadership of Prime Minister Marendra Modi,” &r.

in the Arabian Sea, to pay
cbeisance at sub-
merged remains of old
Dwarka. which he re-

across the country. “Tao-

er and

was trafficked through air

mhon  was  re-

d been sent
over past three years,
which conrained approx-

changed aF- ~In tho: Eramme, are - ceived From New nd  doephedrine valued at ov-
s ey wondering about the ing a new wradition of de- s authorities and  er 2000  crore  in
he said in . Whent  velopment work, Australian police internartonal market. “The

clress.
Mr. Macdi's trip 10 Guja-
rar followed his past

the blessings of Bhagwan
Krishna as well as the

inaugurations, and laying
of foundation  stones
many cities across the

each, whils thres are Independents.

TDP activists miffed at ISP
leader getting Anakapalli seat

tern of “Vikaos aur Virasar”  spiraton of Dwarka. This  country,” he said. were being sent to both the naly abrscond-

tdevelopment and herit-  gave new countries. Further, inputs  ing” an NCB official said, The selection of senior palstical leader Iz
age). He had, earlier in the to my resclution of  Five AIIMS the US Drug - wathour Hamakrishna as the Jana Sena Parey (JSP

day inaugurated the Su- ikcas aur Viegsae. A di- He inaugurared ALIMS at ment Administration indi- DMK general secretary candidate from Anakapalli
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gest cable-stayed bridge of nation consignment was Ihi ment, said M, was learlemrs i e Tkt Exsameer Brty CTT303. Thae
around 2.3 km linking Obk- Deputy Director  boimg -dismissed from the |SP way as part of the TDP's

the party’s primary mem-
bership for violating disci-
pline and bringing disre-

ar has gone
slllam:e'wnhl( causing heartburn among the
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followers of senior TD!

r MLA
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Tejashwi raises queries over
delay in Cabinet expansion

Trinamool leader faces people’s wrath at Sandeshkhali

Ihe mingdu Burean “We have taken action local  Trinamool

KOLEATA Minlsiers Partha  leaders, Shiboprasad Haz-

Chatterjes and_Jyotpriy ra  and Utam rdar,

Amit Bhelari ay in e jon is Bandhan comprising the | A local Trinamool Con- ck o s Shabfahan  agalnat whom charmes of

affec devel BJD and the Congress and | gress leader was Sheikh? We have a zero-tol-  sexual assault were made.

: the government | angry villagers and took n arrested.

iya Janata Dal (RIDH e Apart from | shelfer at the house of . Mr. Sheikh re-
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Ahead of Lok Sabha election, Modi
launches projects worth 348,100 cr.

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Facing his third Lok Sabha
election, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi chose Raj-
kot, the city where he was
first elected an MLA, to
launch projects worth
48,100 crore across the
country.

This included the in-
auguration of five All India
Institutes of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS) in five
States and India’s longest
cable-stayed bridge at
Dwarka in Gujarat.

Recalling his long asso-
ciation with Rajkot, Mr.
Modi mentioned that 22
years ago he had taken
oath as an MLA on the
same day, after being
elected from Rajkot II As-
sembly seat. “I have done
my best to live up to the
trust of the people of Raj-
kot. I can see that genera-
tions have changed but af-
fection for Modi is beyond
any age limit,” he said in
his address.

Mr. Modi’s trip to Guja-
rat followed his past pat-
tern of “Vikas aur Virasat”
(development and herit-
age). He had, earlier in the
day inaugurated the Su-
darshan Setu, India’s lon-
gest cable-stayed bridge of
around 2.3 km linking Ok-
ha mainland to Beyt Dwar-
ka, built at a cost of
around %980 crore. After
offering prayers at the
Dwarakadheesh temple,
he also went underwater

Grand launch: Sudarshan Setu, India's longest cable-stayed bridge that will connect Okha mainland
and Beyt Dwarka island in Gujarat. Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated the bridge on Sunday. pTi

in the Arabian Sea, to pay
obeisance at the sub-
merged remains of Old
Dwarka, which he re-
ferred to in his speech.

“In those depths I was
wondering about the glo-
rious past of India. When I
came out, I was carrying
the blessings of Bhagwan
Krishna as well as the in-
spiration of Dwarka. This
gave new strength and
energy to my resolution of
‘Vikas aur Virasat'. A di-
vine belief has become as-
sociated with my goal for
Viksit Bharat,” he said.

He pointed out that in
the past, all major govern-
ment events used to take
place largely in Delhi, but
it had been a conscious at-
tempt on his government’s

part to take such events
across the country. “To-
day’s programme is a tes-
tament to this -effort.
Through this single pro-
gramme, we are continu-
ing a new tradition of de-
velopment work,
inaugurations, and laying
of foundation stones in
many cities across the
country,” he said.

Five AIIMS
He inaugurated AIIMS at
Rajkot in Gujarat and e-
dedicated to the nation
four more AIIMS at Bathin-
da (Punjab), Rae Bareli
(Uttar Pradesh), Kalyani
(West Bengal), and Manga-
lagiri (Andhra Pradesh).
“For 50 years after In-
dependence, there was

only one AIIMS in the
country, and that too in
Delhi. In the seven de-
cades since Indepen-
dence, only seven AIIMS
were approved but even
these were never complet-
ed,” he said. “But now, in
just 10 days, seven new Al-
IMS have been inaugurat-
ed or foundation stones
laid. That is why I say we
are developing the coun-
try at a pace much faster
than it had in the past six
to seven decades,” he said.
The projects include
200 healthcare infrastruc-
ture work worth 11,500
crore across 23 States, and
21 projects of the Em-
ployees State Insurance
Corporation worth
around ¥2,280 crore.



Sudarshan Setu between Okha and Beyt Dwarka island in Gujarat ahead of its inauguration by PM Narendra Modi on Sunday.
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Deputy Ch Fadnavis plotted
to Kill me, says J. -Patil
quota activiss Manoj Jarange Patil on

Maratha

Sunday alleged that Maharashtra Deputy Chief
Afintrs heren:ios Bninsels wumns 60l the
State of the Maratha o

influence

ds

B = mar. sald,
addressing s-uppnners g:mered in Iaﬂge
numbers. His de the
Dty C0's residence reotead o cha St il

take the microphone away from him.

ED issues sumimons to
Hiranandanis in FEMA case

The Enforcement Directorane has sum)

seve
Hiranandani
ek vy e provisions of the Foreign

Railways brings down the
curtain on ‘passenger trains’

They have been

hich
Aotible the eariler rate
to  railway
sources, the passenger
trains are being operated
as express specials with the
01 rakes and on the

me routes and s
s, While in the Chennai
Division, passenger
Trains have baer replaced
with Mainline Electric Mul-
tiple Units (MEMLU), some
pairs of trains in Tiruchi
and madural divisions are
operating Ddesel Ebectric
Mubtiple Units (IHEMUS).

Pass o

tions are pamon
poor passengers, especial-
Iy small vendors,

workers and daily wage la-
bourers among others, as
the fares are the apest
in raibway network. But the
express specials are now

catend as ex s cials;

ardinary fare stru

being charged on a par
with express wrains.

At MGR Chennal Cen-

ordinary fare strsct: as
no more applicable to sub-
u trains. The £

For

the COVIDAS pandemic
But after the COVID lock-
dowm, the fare increased o
7. Similasly. the cost of
tickets

. m spscduely the
sources said
whether  the

At the MGR Chennai Central station, Booking the
cture was no more soplicsble b suburban trains

speed of the passenger
trains had increased war-

mMoTe passenger trains -

Fare

the second dass ordinary fare’ meant for
ns has been dispensed with and commuters are being charged express fares

the fare displayed on the

board and argue with us as
why they have to pay

Gorhle the price.

nor avre or wiling 1o L

derstand  that

camplaints that
App i3 also showing e ol
fares,” a booking
clerk said.
Folbow complaints,
the South Western
restored the pre-COVE
fare structure in its zone.
In an order issued on Fe
bruary 2. the Principal
Chief Commercial Manag-
er instructed authorities in

Slgnjﬁcant risk found
in primary dengue
infection, says study

. (Bemgalu-

Health Sciences,

ru) authored the paper on

is
2 Elobal scalel” said Dr.
Chande

“Our study shows that
primary infections consti-
tute a substantal fraction

L ru and
Miysury that all MERMU/THE-
MU and passenger trains
stopping at all statlons, en
from

originating
destination,
sa

. the hern
Railway has displayed a
fare chart at the booki

bons,
the travelling public che

of severe disease cases and
faralisies,” she adds.

“Case increase in India®
The paper notes that awer

Ty il an analysis of severe
dengue cases i a large
children in india

Anmol Chandele, group
leader of the Intern:
Centre for Genetlc Engt-
and Eiotech:
QOGES) Emory  Vaccine
Program at WCGEBR  MNew
Delhi in collaboration with
Emory School of Medicine,
Atlanta. LS., the All India
Institute OF Medscal Scienc-
es (Delhi), and St john's
mational  Academy  of

thons,” the paper explains.

IGNCASs language atlas’ to shine a
light on India’s linguistic diversity

Sreeparna Chakrabart:
NEW DELHI

As India makes efforts to-

The KGMCA = an autancmes
Bady under Culture

ton speaks one of these
languages. There are an ad-
ditlonal =9 heduled

decision not to inchsde Lan-
guages

0,000
Cenans sinee 1991 Bany of
these languages

corded in the aficial Cen-
sus records are spoken by
eribal

to the number of people
who speak each language
consider the:

ar
mother
added.

Experts say it can be a
database for Tanure policy

Thus, of all the Census

speak-
er were mcluded in the
recards_

“There is am urgent

need 1o carry our & com:

age
which States and regio
de the languages included in the
Census, and accurﬂlng o
the 2011 Cerss, ound
55 million peaple idertify
of these non-Sche-

Euages sally, which are  duled lanmuages as their
part of Schedule & of the  mother tongu
Indian Constmstion.  Ac- The native

o Census dara, 1.2 million people r

cording
579 of the Tadian popla

B
ey In order to creane the

Prof. Gaur, irector and
Head of IGNCAS Kala
MNidhi Divisi amnd Memn-
ber of the UNCESCO Global
Taskforce on  Indigemouss
Languages, told The Hin-

“after this, the neor

Census can put a number

and the Linguistic D

ents of various universi-
ties as potental parimers
and collaborarors in carry-
ing out the survey.
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sociery of Begampura where no sorrow, discriminarion,
differences and oppression exist.

A 15-16th century Ehaloti poet, Guru Ravidas is regarded
as a contemporary of Kabir and is believed to have met
Guru Nanak. Ravidas firmly and steadfastly stood up for
the marginalised and the oppressed and fought supersti-
thon and rimualism.

Born in a family of leather tanners, a profession he nob-
Iy practiced and considered his keenar (vocation). his

hits, poetry and everyday life reflected the
ing abour an equitable seciety by stirring the
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of the masses.
He was consumed by the love of the divine. He savs,
“mért preet Gablnd =t ji na ghatah, main mol ket 1ol
J_.ﬂ:rdﬁflhelmhnﬂ'ge does not de-
et for It dearly i eechamme
“Forty-tne shabads of Ravidas bam have been inchided
in the Guru Granth Sahib. Similarly, the Panchvani texts of
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Kumar Shahani, pole star of parallel
cinema movement, passes away

Anuj Kumar

Kumar Shahani, the pole
star of the parallel cinema
movement in India, passed
away in Kolkata on Sunday
due to age-related illness.
He was 83. Always a critic’s
choice, the influential film-
maker strived to capture
the truth in every frame
and his distinct portrayal
of the changing human
condition in Maya Darpan
(1972), Tarang (1984), and
Kasba (1990) has with-
stood the test of time.
Having resisted the
temptations of popular
taste, he would build half
the bridge, offer his hand,
and then expect his au-
dience to embrace his un-
ique point of view. For
him, it was not just the in-
dividuality of a person that
had to be respected and re-
flected but also that of the
objects that surrounded
him and the events that he

Kumar Shahani

was part of. He would of-
ten say self-realisation did
not come from taking a
selfie.

Born in 1940 at Larkana
in the Sindh region of undi-
vided India, Shahani’s fa-
mily shifted to Mumbai af-
ter partition via Karachi.
He found his voice at the
Pune Film Institute under
the guidance of the maver-
ick Ritwik Ghatak and Mar-
xist historian D.D. Kosam-

bi, who helped shape his
worldview. A strong critic
of the manipulative power
of capitalism, his works
echoed the concerns and
compromises of the work-
ing class, without being
didactic.

Shahani went to Paris
on a French government
scholarship and assisted
Robert Bresson on Une
Femme Douce (1969). He
experienced the student
unrest of May 1968 against
capitalism, consumerism,
and American imperial-
ism. Strictly against the
commodification of emo-
tions, he was inspired by
the minimalism of Euro-
pean masters but did not
shun decorative meta-
phors that defined the In-
dian tradition altogether.
Having studied the epic
tradition in Hindu and
Buddhist mythology and
iconography as part of the
Homi Bhaba scholarship,

the amalgam of European
formalism and Indian
mythology and music re-
sulted in a unique visual
signature where no ism
screamed for attention.
Against putting cinema in-
to brackets of parallel and
commercial, Shahani often
praised the contribution of
Raj Kapoor and Dilip Ku-
mar but maintained that
popular cinema should
make an effort to look
beyond the image.

The connoisseurs of ci-
nema loved to engage with
his contemplative imagery,
brought to life by his friend
and trusted cinematogra-
pher K.K. Mahajan, that
was not bound by geo-
graphical boundaries.
When he emerged on the
scene with Maya Darpan,
his distinct voice was re-
cognised as a break-
through in cinematic lan-
guage in the European and
American circuits.
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power reactors India
will add by 2032
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Why were surrogacy rules modifie

Why wars the Surrc
Supreme Count? Can s

Fallow wus

P facebook.comythehindu 0 twitter..com;/the_hinduo

instagram.com,/the_hindua

lation) Rules, 2022 challenged? What does the new amendment
ngle unmarried women akso o

of the saame relief?

Union gowermment on
February 21 modified the
Sur

marri
gametes for surrogacy in case they
thar made

m
it dEfficubt to conceive.

what does the new amendment stage?
‘On March 14 3023, Form 2 {Consent of the
mother and Agreement for
Surrogacy) of the Surrogacy Rules resd
“wiith Fule 7 was amended to stipulate thag
donor epgs could not be used for
gestazional surrogacy of an ntending
‘Couple. This has now been ded by
Tl atbomn of e RISty of Healt and

s st use self eges and donor
sperms to avall surrogacy procedure.”

What did the Supreme Court say?
Last year, the 2023 amendment was

Family Welfare married
o wse a donor gamete on the conditon
‘that a District Magistrate Board certifies
that either the husband or the wife suffers
from a medical condition. Howeves, the
notification outlines that the child m be
‘borm throwgh surrogacy must have at leass
‘one gamete from the inte

This implies that a marrked couple where

o,
maodified rules state — ~Single woman
twidow or divorces) undergoing

before the Supreme Court by a
woman suffering from
i

parent]
203 and 4 of the Surrogacy Act.
Act which recognised the sitsarion when
a medica ion would require a
ational s

GETTY B

unless the child is “generically related™ o
‘the intern coy -
the operation of the Law, a

parenthaod th il
Brima facle cantrary tw the oble
‘the parent — the 2021 Act. The court
.qlsure(qgnjsed thar the law permitting
gestatkonal surrogacy was

man-centric™ as It was a woman's
choice to have a surrogate child owing to

o np( For urrogacy to
become parents. It was e
that the petitioner had begun the

surrogacy process before the

ar
Such conditions included the “absence of
a uterus or repeatedly fafled pregnancies,

multiple pregnancies or an flness which

makes iz impossible for her to carry a
make the

- Agreeing
submissions, the

d thas Kule 14ca)

specifically recognises the absence of a

uterus or any allied condition as a

gestational surrogacy. While addressing

2
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The Unicn genernmert om
February 21 mod#ied the
Surragacy | e R,

ta permit married
couples to use donor eggs or
demar sperm for surragssy
oo hart proevtdend o Big retiat
b those with medicat

-
related to the intending couple has w be
read as being relared to the husband

ppliess

ot manih. the Cermre informmed
betich of Rastices B Magarashng
Sankay Karod that following

obse:

applicable for single women as it specifies
2 widow or a divorces rEning
SUrrOgECy must use self ‘donor

Iscriminarion. A petition has
in the Delhi High Court by a
A4-year-ald unmarrsed woman

challenging provisions of the 2021 Act an
the grosd t the restrictions

wiolative of her r_'.lmﬂel
Articles 14 (right ¢ and 21 cright

surrogacy by single persons, Live-in
couples, and LGETQ couples.

Last year. the 2023 amendment
weas challenged befare the
Supreme Court by a woman
sufTerrg frem the

Maryer-Ro kitanskp-Kuster-
Hauser Syndrame. Medical
[ e flected s

wras ninabie bo produce her
egEs due ba absent ovaries or &
ubens.

undergomrs s
self-emzs amd doror speme.

Can the IMEC address the
Red Sea crisis?

How imprortant is the Red Sea tadings roure oo India? Has

ina offered an alternative rowee?

Afau Hussadon
Akhtar Malik

The story so far:
s the Red Sea crisis enters its
fourth month, global supply
chains are screasi
Erappling with inflaved freighs,

‘delayed vessel schedules, and product

shortages. It has once agsin brought 1o

h
revisit alternate routes fo gtobu.l trade.

Why is the Red Sea route i
its s

mportant
The Red Sea owes Importance

Diiibouri. Bt is one o‘mew\nr)d‘s busiest

rerouting has led to rising ocean freigh,
inflated insurance costs, an
Veage s Teading ta delaye s

Passed HAKo CoRMaers in
e form of Bereased G commodity prices.

4
India‘s trade with European and North
an countries fows entirely through

OrEanisarlons (FLEO), rlsl.ngl
prompted Mdian expoarvers 1o hold iyt
around z5% of their cargo ships
rransitioning throwgh the Red Sea

s glchal supply chains are hartling
delayed shipments and
s actively prajecring Chimna. hl_'u'upe ﬁe.gh[

trains, which are part of the Belt and
Road Initazive (BRI, as an alternate route.

What about the IMEC?
The ndia-Middle East-Europe Ecomnomic
‘Corridor (MEC), which was announced
Aduring the G20 summit in 025, &
another alternative which is not

reach. However, that would mean further

tkng it to Saudi Arabia.

How c anﬂlellﬂELl:emxﬂ viable?
Despite such challe the economic
Iogic of the corridor holds, which showld

stimated to cut the journey tme
india o Eurcpe by 40% and slash o
ts by 30%. Howewver, the:

much artention. Part of the problem is
that apart from the MoUs, there have not
been any investments

e
acted from governments,

in away fram Irants

o

wate sector entities.

Lastly, a comprehensive multi-nation
operational framework is Deeded. As the

corridor motves Facikitating frads across

2 monilxd
framework is necessary. A forum for e
be ritured to

corridor reeds 1o be cons
rtake the aforemvent =
Aferey Fuasserire v el ARhomr
Adaiik is

Head of Programmes ar Bureau of
earch on tndistry and Econcic
Fundamentals (BRIEF), New
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The Red Ses cwes its strategic
impartance far glosnl trade to
the Bak el Mandss Strait which
lies Between Yernen and

1

India’s erade with Europenn

of its eaports and Lat of its
imparts

The Inclis Mecdie East-Europe
Ecanemic Carrider [IMEC),

AUk and stash transit costs by
3,




NEWS IN NUMBERS

Number of nuclear
power reactors India

will add by 2032

The nuclear power reactors will
have a cumulative capacity to
generate 13,800 MWe of

electricity, taking the total share of atomic
power in the energy mix to 22,480 MWe by
2031-32. pm
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* Nuclear energy is the fifth-largest source of electricity for India which
contributes about 3% of the total electricity generation in the country.
India has over 22 nuclear reactors in 7 power plants across the
country which produces 6780 MW of nuclear power.

* In addition, one reactor, Kakrapar Atomic Power Project (KAPP-3) has
also been connected to the grid in January- 2021.



18 reactors are Pressurised Heavy Water Reactors
(PHWRs) and 4 are Light Water Reactors (LWRs).

KAPP-3 is the India’s first 700 MWe unit, and the
biggest indigenously developed variant of the
PHWR.




* India’s Indigenous Move:

* The world's first thorium-based nuclear plant, "Bhavni," using Uranium-
233, is being set up at Kalpakkam in Tamil Naduv.

* This plant will be entirely indigenous and will be the first of its kind. The
experimental thorium plant "Kamini” already exists in Kalpakkam.



The share of Reliance
in a merged entity
with Disney

the industrial conglomerate

61 Reliance Industries signed a

pact to merge their media operations in
India, Bloomberg reported. ReuTers
COMPILED BY THE HINDU DATA TEAM

in percentage. Walt Disney and




PARIS

Eiffel Tower reopens after a six-day
closure due to an employee strike

AFP

The Eiffel Tower reopened to visitors on Sunday after a six-day
closure because of striking employees demanding better
maintenance of the historic landmark, showing traces of rust, and
salary hikes. The operator of the 330 m tower said it will allocate an
“ambitious 380 million euro investment by 2031” for renovation. AP




BUSHFIRES RAZE AUSTRALIAN HOMES

Smoke from bushfires rises north of Beaufort, near Ballarat in Victoria, Australia on Saturday.
Australia's Prime Minister Anthony Albanese pledged on Sunday to provide whatever support
was needed to assist Victoria state in a days-long wildfire emergency that has razed homes
after authorities warned extreme heat could fan the blazes this week. Reuters
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ONE OF WORLD’S MOST DENSELY POPULATED COUNTRIES HAS NO NATURAL WATER RESOURCES

Water-stressed Slngapore searches for solutions to keep taps flowing

VICTORIAMILKO
&DAVID GOLDMAN
SINGAPORE, FEBRUARY 25

A CRACK of thunder booms as
dozens of screens in a locked of-
fice flash between live video of
cars splashing through wet
roads, drains sapping the streets
dry,and reservoirs collecting the
precious rainwater across the
tropical island of Singapore. A
team of government employees
intently monitors the water,
which will be collected and pu-
rified for use by the country’s six
million residents.

“We make use of real-time

.com

data to manage the storm wa-
ter,” Harry Seah, deputy chief ex-
ecutive of operations at PUB,
Singapore’s National Water
Agency, says with a smile while
standing in front of the screens.
“All of this water will go to the
marina and reservoirs.”

The room is part of
Singapore’s cutting-edge water
management system that com-
bines technology, diplomacy and
community involvement to help
one of the most water-stressed
nations in the world secure its
water future. The country’s in-
novations have attracted the at-
tention of other water-scarce na-
tions seeking solutions.
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Water consumption has increased by over 12 times since the
nation’s independence from Malaysia in 1965. AP

Singapore is one of the most
densely populated countries on
the planet. In recent decades the
island has also transformed into
amodern international business
hub, with a rapidly developing
economy. The boom has caused
the country’s water consumption
to increase by over twelve times
since the nation’s independence
from Malaysia in 1965.

With no natural water re-
sources, the country hasrelied on
importing water from Malaysia
viaaseriesof dealsallowing inex-
pensive purchase of water drawn
from the its Johor River. But the
deal is set to expire in 2061, with
uncertainty over its renewal.

For years Malaysian politi-
cians have targeted the water
deal, sparking political tensions
with Singapore. T

And climate change, which
brings increased intense weather,
rising seas and a rise in average
temperatures, is expected to ex-
acerbate water insecurity, accord-
ing to research done by the
Singaporean government.

Seeking solutions toits water
stresses, the Singaporean govern-
ment has spent decades develop-
ing a master plan focusing on
what they call their four “national
taps”: water catchment, recy-
cling, desalination and imports.

Across the island, seventeen

reservoirs catch and store rainwa-
ter, whichis treated through a se-
ries of chemical coagulation, rapid
gravity filtration and disinfection.
Five desalination plants,
which produce drinking water by
pushing seawater through mem-
branes to remove dissolved salts
and minerals, operate across the
island, creating millions of gal-
lons of clean water every day.
Water technology developed
and used in Singapore, such as
portable water filters, water test-
ing technology and flood man-
agement tools, have been ex-
ported to over 30 countries,
including Indonesia, Malaysia
and Nepal. AP




The Uinggiu Reservoir regulates
the flow of the Johor River,

discharging water into the river
to supplement the natural flow.

This enables the reliable
abstraction of raw water at

the Johor River Waterworks
for treatment,

>

The Johor River Waterworks,
operated by Singapore, draws
water from the Johor River

for treatment,

MALAYSIA

Treated water from
Jobor River Waterworks

Is piped to Singapore

SINGAPORE
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K prof invited
by Karnataka
says detained at
airport, sent back
on ‘Delhi orders’

NITASHA KAUL a professor of
Endlian origin at the University of
Westminster who was invited

Bergaunys in-
POCT by imimigra-
tion authorities and sent back o
London ca “orders from Delhi~.
Kaul, an author and a faculty
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HCES 2022-23 DATA

Indians spending more on milk,
fruits and veg than foodgrains

Rising expenditure on eggs, fish and
meat across rural, urban households

HARISH DAMODARAN
NEW DELHE FEBRUARY 25
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‘A DIVINE EXPERIENCE’

PM Narendra Modi offers prayers on the seabed at the site

of the ancient ity of Dwarka on Sunday. ftwas 2 ~very
REPORTS,

. he said_ o

{HCES)
2022-23_released by the
National Ssmple Survey Office
(NSSO) on Saturday.
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SP, Cong show of
strength as Akhilesh
joins Rahul yvatra

ABHINAYA HAR
AGRA FEBRUARY 2

FOUR DAYS after his party sealed

a seat-sharing pact with the
Corgress. Samayjwadi Party chief
Akhilesh Yada on Sunday joined

Rahul Gandhe's Bharat Jodo Nyay
Yatra in Agra. Both leaders ad
dressed the gathering. which -

el
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- Sternational Damaster Risk
Food and Agriculture. UNG.
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Rahul, il
in Agra on Sunday. Ams: Mcire

Grpeting the B3P govemmens
the Centre and the stax

e message from here is
BIP hatao, desh ko bactao (re-

move BJP. save the country).”
Yadav said. usging the people to
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WHAT RURAL INDIA EATS

Composition of food consumption expenditure (%)

Cereals 3742 32.86 2032 | 1059
Pulses 6.63 5.84 548 433
Milk 14.73 15.38 15.2 17.96
Vegetables 10.39 11.07 12.51 11.6
Fruits 29 3.39 535 8
Egg,fish,meat| 5.59 6.04 9.05 | 1059
Edible oil 6.3 8.36 7.07 774
Spices 461 416 6.62 6.43
Sugar & salt 438 4.67 346 2.01
Beverages,etc’|  7.05 8.25 1493 | 20.74
WHAT URBAN INDIA EATS

Composition of food consumption expenditure (%)

J99-UU Uu4a-U i i

Cereals 25.78 23.7T1 15.63 9.29
Pulses 6.14 5.28 4.79 3.55
Milk 18.06 18.61 16.45 1843
Vegetables 10.67 1047 10.86 9.7
Fruits 5.04 5.28 8.02 9.73
Egg, fish, meat 6.51 6.37 8.56 9.11
Edible oil 6.53 8.12 6.24 6.05
Spices 431 3.63 5.68 544
Sugar & salt 3.75 3.88 2l 153
Beverages,etc*| 13.21 14.59 21.07 27.16

Source: Household Consumption Expenditure Survey, National Sample
Survey Office. *Includes processed foods and purchased cooked meals.
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