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Wetland ‘nature
tourism’ gets a fillip

Govt. to support conservation action, enhance livelihood opportunities

for local communities while tapping tourism potential of Ramsar sites

NEW DELHI

he Union government has em-
barked on a mission to promote
tourism at ecologically sensitive

wetlands, better known as Ram-
sar sites, such as the Chilika lake in Odisha
and Sultanpur bird sanctuary in Haryana.
The focus of the initiative would be to shift
these fragile wetlands from high-value tou-
rism to nature tourism by directly support-
ing conservation action and letting local
communities and economies take the lead.

A Ramsar site is a wetland designated to
be of international importance under an
environmental treaty signed in February
1971 at Ramsar, Iran under the auspices of
UNESCO. .

As of now, 16 Ramsar sites have been
identified under the initiative and five of
them have been taken up as a pilot project
for skill development of the facilitators, tou-
rism service providers, and stakeholders in
and around these sites.

These five wetlands are Sultanpur Na-
tional Park (Haryana), Bhitarkanika Man-
groves (Odisha), Chilika lake (Odisha), Sir-
pur (Madhya Pradesh) and Yashwant Sagar
(Madhya Pradesh).

) o': - . '
Change in approach: Sixteen Ramsar sites have
been identified under the initiative. K.R. DEEPAK

The Tourism Ministry and the Ministry
of Environment, Forest and Climate
Change are training facilitators, tourism
service providers, stakeholders for streng-
thening of nature tourism at Ramsar sites in
association with the State Tourism
Department.



The initiative to develop these sites has
been taken by the Union Tourism Ministry
and the Ministry of Environment, Forest
and Climate Change under the Amrit Dha-
rohar Capacity Building Scheme, 2023.

The Amrit Dharohar initiative, part of
the 2023-24 Budget announcement, was
launched in June 2023 to promote unique
conservation values of Ramsar sites in the
country while generating employment op-
portunities and supporting local liveli-
hoods.

Livelihood opportunities

The scheme is being implemented in con-
vergence with various Union government
Ministries and agencies, State wetland
authorities, and a network of formal and in-
formal institutions and individuals. The
aim is to enhance livelihood opportunities
for local communities through harnessing
the nature-tourism potential of such sites.

Training programme
As part of the mission, a total of 30 partici-
pants have been trained for 15 days under
the Alternative Livelihood Programme
(ALP) at Sultanpur (Haryana), Yashwant Sa-
gar and Sirpur (Madhya Pradesh). At Bhitar-
kanika and Chilika in Odisha, two training
programmes of 15 days each — the ALP and
Paryatan Navik Certificate (boatman certifi-
cation for tourism) — will soon be complet-
ed. A total of 60 participants (30 for each
course) are being trained at these sites.
“We are trying to train boatmen, local ar-
tisans as well as shopkeepers double up as
guides who can explain the importance of
these wetlands and the flora and fauna
available there,” the Tourism Ministry said.
A special conference is also being organ-
ised in the first week of February in Indore
to formulate standard operating proce-
dures and guidelines for the States and oth-
er stakeholders.
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e Ramsar Convention on Wetlands The Ramsar Convention on Wetlands is
an international treaty for “the conservation and sustainable use of
wetlands”.

* It is also known as the Convention on Wetlands. It is named after the
city of Ramsar in Iran where it was signed on 2nd of February 1971.

* The 2nd of February each year is World Wetlands Day. The number of
parties to the convention (COP) is 171 (as of Jan 2023).

* At the centre of the Ramsar philosophy is the “wise use” of wetlands.
Wise use: maintenance of ecological character within the context of
sustainable development.



* There are over 2,400 Ramsar Sites covering 2.5 million sg km on
the territories of 171 Ramsar Contracting Parties across the world.

* The world’s first Site was the Cobourg Peninsula in Australia,
designated in 1974

* . The countries with the most Ramsar Sites are the United
Kingdom with 175 and Mexico with 142.

» Bolivia has the largest area under Ramsar protection.




Largest Ramsar Sites in India

Ramsar Site

Sundarban Wetland

Vembanad-Kol Wetland

Chilika Lake

Satkosia Gorge

Kolleru Lake

State

West Bengal

Kerala

Odisha

Odisha

Andhra Pradesh

Smallest Ramsar Sites in India

Renuka Lake

Vembannur Wetland Complex

Vedanthangal BS

Nanda Lake

Himachal Pradesh

Tamil Nadu

Tamil Nadu

Goa

Area (km?)

4230

1512.5

1165

981.97

901

0.2

0.2

0.4

0.42
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Delhi High Court will decide who invented butter chicken and dal makhni

Ishita Mishra

NEW DELH!

Who invented butter
chicken and dal makhni?
The Delhi High Court is set
to get the answer this ques-
tion as it has accepted the
plea filed by the owners of
Delhi’s Moti Mahal restau-
rant accusing Daryaganj
restaurant of misleading
people by claiming to be
the inventors. The appli-
cant, Rupa Gujral, said the
two recipes belonged to
her family. Both brands
that have often sparred in
the media on the origins of
the dishes, were founded
in Darya Ganj, a neigh-
bourhood rich in Mughal

and colonial history.
According to the appli-
cant, the late Kundan Lal
Gujral, her father-in-law,
began to make this dish in
1920 in Peshawar, now in
Pakistan. Mr.  Gujral
moved to Delhi and
opened the first restaurant
called Daryaganj, in the lo-
cality of the same name.

Tandoori specialities

“In and around 1948, Mr.
Gujral also opened a hotel
by the name Moti Mahal
Hotel in Darya Ganj. By
then, this restaurant’s tan-
doori specialities — which
Mr. Gujral had learnt in Pa-
kistan — had become a
must on Prime Minister

Nehru's banquets, din-
ners, and meals for politi-
cal meets," the 2,700-page
suit filed in the Delhi High
Court claimed.

It was in 1975 that Mr.
Gujral decided to expand
his business to several oth-
er parts of Delhi. The ap-
plicant claimed that it was
her father-in-law who had
invented the makhani
sauce, which prevented
the dehydration of food.

“...back in early days
the unsold leftovers of
chicken could not be
stored in refrigeration, Mr.
Gujral began worrying
about his cooked chicken
drying out, and thus he in-
vented a sauce with which

The owners of Delhi’s Moti
Mahal have taken Daryaganj
restaurant to court. FALE PHOTO

he could rehydrate them.
His invention was ‘the
makhani butter sauce’ in
which the chicken was

simmered in a luscious
gravy with tomatoes, but-
ter, cream, and some spic-
es to help them retain
moisture. This is how But-
ter Chicken was created
which later traversed the
globe,” the suit said, ad-
ding that he then applied
the same recipe to black
lentils, which gave birth to
dal makhani.

Refuting claims

Refuting the claims of the
Gujral family, the owners
of Daryaganj say it was the
late Kundan Lal Jaggi who
came up with the idea of
the two recipes. Appear-
ing for the respondents,
Senior Advocate Amit Si-

bal maintained that allega-
tions against his client are
“baseless and lacking a
cause of action”.

He also claimed that the
first Moti Mahal restaurant
was jointly established in
Peshawar by Kundan Lal
Gujral and Kundan Lal Jag-
gi. “...hence the defen-
dants are equally entitled
to use this photograph
(one of Nehru with Kun-
dan Lal Gujral),” the coun-
sel of Daryaganj submitted
in court. Several photo-
graphs have been present-
ed in court, which the Guj-
ral family claims the Jaggi
family cannot use.

The matter was heard
by the Single Bench of Jus-

tice Sanjeev Narula on Ja-
nuary 16. The court issued
summons to Daryaganj
restaurant owners and
asked them to file their
written response in a
month. The court also is-
sued notice on Moti Ma-
hal’s application for inte-
rim injunction; the case
will be heard next on May
29,

Battles around food

This is not the first time le-
gal battles have been
fought around food. In
2018, Justice Jayant Nath,
in his order ruled that the
Tunday Kababi name be-
longs exclusively to Mo-
hammad Usman, the

grandson of Haji Murad Ali
‘Tunday’ in Lucknow, Ut-
tar Pradesh. The court
heard the case between
M.U. Eating Point, owned
by Mr. Usman and a com-
peting food chain, Luck-
now Wale Tunday Kababi,
owned by Mohammad
Muslim, who claimed to be
the maternal grandson of
the Mr. Ali.

In 2018, in a trademark
suit, Kake-Da-Hotel in Del-
hi's Connaught Place had
moved the court against
Nashik-based Kaka-Ka Ho-
tel, demanding the latter
refrain from using the Ka-
ka-ka or Kake-da. The
court directed the Nashik
outlet not to use either.
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Iran launches
satellite as
regional
tensions spike

Agence France-Presse
TEHRAN

Iran’s Revolutionary
Guards launched a re-
search satellite putting it
into a higher orbit in a new
milestone for its aerospace
programme. The U.S. has
repeatedly warned Iran
against such launches, say-
ing the same technology
can be used for ballistic
missiles, including ones
designed to deliver a nu-
clear warhead.

“The Soraya satellite
was successfully launched
with the Ghaem-100 satel-
lite carrier of the Islamic
Revolutionary Guard
Corps,” the official news
agency said. “This is the
first time that Iran has suc-
cessfully placed a satellite
in orbits higher than 500
km,” IRNA said. The satel-
lite which weighs about 50
kg was put in orbit 750 km
above Earth.




‘Israeli strike on Damascus
kills Iran’s spy chief for Syria’

Along with 10 others, five members of the Iran’s Revolutionary Guards were killed; Israel has

stepped up its attacks on Syria ever since war broke out against Hamas in Gaza Strip on October 7

Agence France-Presse

DAMASCUS

n Israeli strike on
A Damascus killed
the Iranian Revolu-

tionary Guards’ spy chief
for Syria and four other
Guards members on Satur-
day, Iran said, in an attack
that tore into a multi-storey
residential building.

The Syrian Observatory
for Human Rights war
monitor said 10 persons
were killed in the Israeli
strike on the Mazzeh
neighbourhood of the cap-
ital Damascus.

In recent weeks, Israel
has been accused of inten-
sifying strikes on senior
Iranian and allied figures in
Syria and Lebanon - back-
ers of the Palestinian mili-
tant group Hamas — raising
fears the Gaza conflict

High stakes: Security personnel search the rubble of a building
destroyed in a reported Israeli strike in Damascus on Saturday. AFP

could expand.

“The Revolutionary
Guards’ Syria intel chief,
his deputy and two other
Guards members were
among those martyred in
the attack on Syria by Is-
rael,” Iran’s Mehr news
agency said.

The Guards’ Sepah
news agency identified
four of them as Hojatollah
Omidvar, Ali Aghazadeh,
Hossein Mohammadi and
Saeed Karimi.

The war-torn country’s
official news agency, SA-
NA, said a residential

building in Damascus’
Mazzeh neighbourhood
had been targeted in what
it called “an Israeli

aggression”.

Decade of civil war
During more than a decade
of civil war in Syria, Israel
has launched hundreds of
air strikes on its territory,
targeting Iran-backed forc-
es as well as Syrian Army
positions. But it has inten-
sified attacks since the war
between Israel and Hamas,
which like Lebanon’s Hez-
bollah is an ally of Iran, be-
gan on October 7.

Saturday’s presumed Is-
raeli strike was their se-
cond high-profile targeted
assassination in Syria in
less than a month.

In December, an Israeli
air strike killed a senior Ira-
nian general in Syria.
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ANNOUNCEMENT IN ASSAM

India-Myanmar border

Signals end to Free Movement Regime

SUKRITABARUAH
GUWAHATI, JANUARY 20

MAKINGIT official, Union Home
Minister Amit Shah on Saturday
announced that the Centre has
decided to fence the entire
length of the currently porous
India-Myanmar border to stop
free movement of people.
Addressing the passing out
parade of newly appointed com-
mandos of the Assam Police in
Guwabhati, Shah said: “Our bor-

der with Myanmar is an open
border. The Narendra Modi gov-
ernment has taken a decision
that the India-Myanmar border
will be secure and the whole
border will be fenced like the
Bangladesh border. The govern-
ment is reconsidering our Free
Movement Regime (FMR) agree-
ment with Myanmar, and is go-
ing to end this ease of coming
and going.”
While there have been re-
ports that the Centre is planning
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

EXPLAINED

to be fenced, says Shah

Whatis
& FMR?

THE FREE Movement
Regime allows tribes
living along the India-
Myanmar border on
either side to travel up to
16 km inside the other
country without a visa
and stay up to two
weeks. It was imple-
mented in 2018 as part of
the Narendra Modi gov-
ernment’s Act East policy.







Name of the country

Length of the border

(in Km)

Bangladesh 4 .096.7
China 3,488
Pakistan 3,323
Nepal 1,751
Myanmar 1,643
Bhutan 699
Afghanistan 106

Total 15.106.7
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Science City to be set up in Gurgaon-Faridabad: Khattar

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
FARIDABAD, JANUARY 20

ANNOUNCING A Science City on
50 acres in Faridabad-Gurgaon
districts, Haryana Chief Minister
Manohar Lal Khattar stated that
there is a committed effort to
enhance education in science

and technology in the state. The
search for a suitable site is cur-
rently underway.

The Chief Minister was
speaking at the closing cere-
mony of the 9th India
International Science Festival
held at THSTI Biotech Institute,
Faridabad Saturday.

Speaking about Prime

Minister Narendra Modi, Khattar
remarked on his dedication to
science and said the mantra of
‘Jai Jawan, Jai Kisan, Jai Vigyan,
and Jai Anusandhan’ sets a new
direction for India to progress.
To promote science educa-
tion, the establishment of sci-
ence clubs is underway in 10
government senior secondary

schools in each district in
Haryana. These clubs will play a
crucial role in fostering scientific
thinking and awareness among
young students, the CM said.
He further stated that to pro-
mote science education among
students, the Department of
Science and Technology also
gives scholarships to students.
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Balancing record

Sticking together: Men from Karbi Anglong district in Assam who set a new Guinness world record for the longest line of people walking on
stilts with a total of 721 members forming a two-kilometre line on Sunday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT
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Digital University Kerala introduces
Kairali AI Chip, the first-of-its-kind

Sarath Babu George
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Propelling Kerala’s foray
into exciting emergent
technologies, Digital Un-
iversity Kerala has de-
signed the State’s first sili-
con-proven artificial
intelligence (AlI) chip - Kai-
rali Al Chip.

The chip leverages un-
ique features to deliver
capabilities such as speed,
power efficiency and scala-
bility. It is touted to contri-
bute its edge intelligence
(or edge Al) in a wide array
of areas including agricul-
ture, aerospace, mobile
phone and automobile in-
dustries, drones and secur-
ity.

The integrated circuit
has been designed by a

team led by Dean (Aca-
demics) Alex P. James at
the Al Chip Centre that
functions at the Digital Un-
iversity Kerala.

The development, Pro-
fessor James said, not only
highlights the university’s
excellence in technological
research but also its role in
shaping future technologi-
cal advancements.

Vast potential

“Kairali AI Chip facilitates
edge intelligence, which al-
lows the complete storage
and processing of informa-
tion from the sensory cir-
cuits with minimum power
and latency, which helps in
offloading cloud computa-
tions. The chip’s potential
applications are vast and
varied, impacting several

Kairali Al Chip

key industries,” he said.

In the agriculture sector,
the chip can revolutionise
precision farming tech-
niques by enabling real-
time monitoring of crop
health, soil conditions and
environmental factors, and
thereby pave the way for
more efficient use of re-
sources and better crop

yields. The device also
holds immense potential in
the mobile phone industry
by enabling advanced fea-
tures like real-time lan-
guage translation, en-
hanced image processing
and Al-powered personal
assistants.

Professor James said the
chip can also become a
game-changer for autono-
mous vehicles by providing
the necessary computing
power for real-time pro-
cessing of sensory informa-
tion which is crucial for ef-
ficient autonomous
driving. In addition, its
edge computing capability
can enable faster and effi-
cient facial recognition al-
gorithms, threat detection
and real-time analytics in
security and surveillance.
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Too much of a good thing

The data for the table and chart were sourced from the report titled, 'WHO Report on Surveillance of Antibiotic
Consumption’ and WHO's Global AMR data

Table 1: The table lists antibiotic-bacterium combination, the
category these drugs belong to, and nations with high and low resistance
Pathogen | Antibiotic Low
name resistance
A 3rd gen. Switzer-
ﬁ gr?i:‘e’- g:grlax- cephalo- 87.4 ggg‘ land
sporines 5%
.| 3rdgen, :
E. coli g'e‘griax cephalo- 78.8 _!”g:blshn i’o';;
sporines
Acineto-
g Carbape- Oman Japan
:;;ter Imipenem b, 78.1 97% 0.8%
: 3rd gen, Switzer-
K.pneu- | Ceftazi- cepﬁalo— 780 |EBYPt | land Chart 2: The chart shows the consumption (%) of
moniae | dime sporines 94% 5% “Watch” group antibiotics among AWaRe categories
cgic'::?' Merope- Carbape- 77.9 Russia Japan g 20 b ?0
spp. nem nem X 93% 0.9%
India
3rd gen.
E. coli Cefotaxime | cephalo- 76.7 .?9“;: " ;l;rway Russia
sporines
3rd Swit vty
h gen, witzer-
K.pneu- | cofotaxime | cephalo- | 761 | EBYPY | jand Hungary
Thonae sporines e 5%
P Turkey
3rd gen, y
Ecoli | SR | cophalo- | 760 |Nepal | Norway Serbia
sporines Austria
4th gen. Kazakhstan
g g':}::' Cefepime | cephalo- 74.4 g ;\;:n ;‘:‘a""\gz;; 3
sporines Greece
: Fluoro- ‘ Portugal
X Ciproflox- & Pakistan | Norway
E. coli atin _ 2:;nolo- 705 | 7100 8% Czech Republic
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Acineto- .
bacter Merope- Carbape- 77.9 Russia Japan
nem nem 93% 0.9%
spp.
3rd gen.
E. coli Cefotaxime | cephalo- 76.7 %;no/an zl§rway
sporines 2 >
3rd gen. Switzer-
fr; g:ig:' Cefotaxime | cephalo- 76.1 ggggat land
sporines 5%
: Ceftazi- £td gen. Nepal Norway
E. coli difie cephalo- 760 | g105 3%
sporines
4th gen. :
K. pneu- . Oman Switzer-
: Cefepime | cephalo- 74.4 o 5
moniae sporines 94% land 3%
. Fluoro- .
: Ciproflox- AR Pakistan | Norway
E. coli Szin quinolo 70.5 71% 8%
nes
Acineto- : :
I Aminogly- Russia Japan
bacter Amikacin | o dec 684 | 9505 0.7%
spp.
: Nether-
— Be- Pakistan
S.aureus | Methicillin e 64.7 | 690 lg;fs
. Co-trimox- Pakistan | Finland
Escol azole ) 630 | 679% 20%
4th gen. Switzer-
E. coli Cefepime | cephalo- 62.7 gg)}:n land
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K.pneu- | Co-trimox- | _ 0.1 | Uganda lSavrv]lézer-
moniae azole ’ 82%
9%
: Fluoro- :
K. pneu- | Ciproflox- - Russia Japan
moniae | acin qiinole: 8.3 | 8g0p 5%
nes
K. pneu- Carbape- Oman U.K.
moniae Ertapenem nem 532 74% 1%
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Kazakhstan
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Czech Republic
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Germany
Belgium
Croatia
Ireland
France
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Netherlands
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Denmark
Iceland
Finland
Norway

Sweden
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VINAYAKK MOHANARANGAN
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 21

CHIRAG SHETTY and Satwiksairaj
Rankireddy had a formidable reputation.
That when they go deeper in tournaments,
they eventually win them. In 2022 and
2023, they won eight straight finals they
contested on the circuit until China Masters
late last year, It is a trend right from the start
of their partnership except for the French
Open in 2019.

The run ended at the China Masters in
November. Starting from that, the soon-to-
be World No 1 pair have lost three straight
finals. The latest defeat came on Sunday at
the India Open Super 750 at the IG Stadium
in Delhi. In a thrilling rollercoaster of a men's
doubles final, Satwik-Chirag went down 15-
21,21-11,21-18 ina 65-minute battle against
the reigning World Champions Kang Min
Hyuk and Seo Seung Jae,

While losing three straight finals, and
two back-to-back is not ideal, perspective is
important. Satwik and Chirag have made
the best start to the year among all men’s
doubles pairs over the first two major tour-
naments, They have beaten current and
former world champions, the current
Worlds silver medallists (the Danes Astrup-
Rasmussen who have been a thornin their
flesh). The three defeats in the finals have

INDIA OPEN SUPER 750

Finals flourish goes missing

Since November, Chirag-Satwik have done well to reach three finals but lost all - the latest against Kang-Seo at India Open Super 750

The 2nd game was forgettable as
the Koreans changed the pace of

rallies, worked the angles more
instead of giving any chance for
Satwik to smash from the
background, or the height at net
for Chirag to kill.

turnout over the weekend was decent in
2023, the first ime India Open had been up-
graded to $750. But nothing gets the home
crowd going as having home favourites to
support.

The noise was deafening as the Indian
duo won their first points, The match was
neck-and-neck at the start, with every other
point going each other’s way. In fact, the first
2-point lead of the match was at 8-6 for
SarChi

Satwik-Chirag said later that they sensed
the Koreans were nervous and it was evident
when they made back-to-back service errors
at 14-10 and 15-11. The Indians cruised
through the rest of the game and took the
lead to bring the roof down.

But soon after, there would be pin-drop
silence (or somewhat close to that) as
Seo/Kang went up 5-1 to start Game 2. This
is what Satwik-Chirag had said they wanted

wrid
® nec

Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and Chirag Shetty reached their second succesive final on the BWF tour this year.
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Man Singh winsgold
at Asian Marathon
Championships

Hong Kong: Man Singh became only
the second Indian man to clinch a gold
medal at the Asian Marathon
Championships as he won the race
with a personal best time here on
Sunday. The 34-year-old Man Singh
clocked two hours, 14 minutesand 19
seconds (2:14:19) to win the compe-
tition. His earlier best was 2:16:58,
which he had clocked while finishing
11th in the Mumbai Marathon last
year. China's Huang Yongzheng took
the silver with a time of 2:15:24 while
Kyrgyzstan's Tiapkin Ilya came third
in 2:18:18. Another Indian in the fray,
AP Belliappa finished sixth with a
time of 2:20:20.In the women's
marathon race in Hong Kong, Ashvini
Madan Jadhav finished eighth with a
time of 2:56:42 while Jyoti Gawate
ended at 11th in 3:06:20. PTI






* The nine-member VijayRaghavan panel, established by the
government, has recently submitted a comprehensive report
addressing concerns about the functioning of the Defence Research
and Development Organisation (DRDO).



What are the Major
Recommendations of the
VijayRaghavan Committee?

A recent Parliamentary Standing
Committee (PSC) on Defence's
Report expressed concerns about 23
out of 55 mission mode projects of
DRDO facing significant delays.

Background:

CAG Report (December 2022)
indicated that 67% (119 out of 178)
of the projects examined failed to
adhere to proposed timelines.
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Major Recommendations of VijayRaghavan Committee:

Refocusing on Research and Development (R&D)

Narrowing Focus and Expertise

Role of Defence Technology Council (DTC
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Raksa Anasandhan Evam Vikas Sangathan

Agency overview

Formed
Headquarters
Motto

Employees
Annual budget

Minister
responsible

Agency
executive

Parent agency

1958; 66 years ago
DRDO Bhavan, New Delhi

"Strength's Origin is in
Science"!!

Sanskrit: o1 ¥l fasty
30,000 (5,000 scientists)'®!

A 323,264 crore
(US$2.9 billion)(2022-23)"°

Rajnath Singh, Minister of
Defence

Sameer V. Kamat,
Chairman, DRDO'"!

Ministry of Defence
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The Government of India has directed school and higher education
regulators and heads of educational institutions to make study material in
Indian languages available for all courses in the next three years.

Study material for all courses under school and higher education will be
made available digitally in Indian languages included in the 8th Schedule
of the Constitution.

This decision is in line with the recommendations of the National
Education Policy (NEP-2020) to promote multilingualism in education at
every level.




The government has been
working in this direction for the
past two years, with translation
of various educational materials

being done through the
Anuvadini Al-based App.

In the school education
ecosystem also study material is

available in multiple Indian
languages including over 30
languages on DIKSHA.
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e The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) stressed on the
need for the implementation of the Idate Commission report.

* The Commission

* Headed by - Bhiku Ramji Idate.

* Setup by - The Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment.
» Constituted in - 2015, for a three-year temporary term.

* Purpose - For the empowerment of the Denotified Tribes (DNT),
Semi Nomadic (SNT), and Nomadic Tribes (NT).



https://www.iasparliament.com/current-affairs/state-of-denotified-tribes

« Nomadic and semi-nomadic communities are defined as those who move from
one place to another rather than living at one place all the time.

* The committee had to submit its report identifying the above communities state
wise, assessing their development status, and recommending ways to uplift them.

« In May 2018, the National Commission for Denotified Nomadic and Semi-
Nomadic Tribes, chaired by Bhiku Ramji Idate has submitted its report.



» A National Commission for De-notified, Nomadic and Semi-
Nomadlic Tribes (NCDNT) was first set up in 2003 and later
reconstituted in 2005.
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« Prime Minister will inaugurate the Ram temple in
Ayodhya, 73 years ago; the President of India
inaugurated another temple in a grand ceremony.

* Located in - Prabhas Patan, Veraval, in Gujarat.

» Significance - It is the holy place of the first Aadi
Jyotirling Shree Somnath Mahadev, among the
twelve Jyotirlinga shrines of Shiva.

« It is also the place where Lord Shri Krishna took his
last journey.

* Built by - In 1782, Maratha queen Ahalyabai Holkar
built a small temple at the site. '

/

« Other names - The Somnath temple, also called
Somanatha temple or Deo Patan.

o




The temple faced several attacks from raiders,
with the most damaging by Mahmud of Ghazni in
1026 CE.

Under Mughals - In the sixteenth century, Akbar
permitted the worship of the linga in the

Somanatha temple and appointed desais /officers
to administer it.

Three generations after Akbar, Aurangzeb gave
orders for its destruction.




He subsequently issued an order for its
destruction and its conversion into a
mosque in 1706 just before he died.

After Independence - Those ruins were
demolished and the present Somnath
temple was reconstructed in the Maru-
Gurjara style of Hindu temple architecture.




Maru-Gurjara Style

It is also known as Solanki style is the style of
West Indian temple architecture.

The style originated in Gujarat and Rajasthan
from the 11th to 13th centuries, under the
Chaulukya dynasty.

The Chaulukya dynasty is also called the Solanki
dynasty. 5



Nagara Style of Architecture

Ayodhya’s Ram Temple is built on the Nagara Style of Architecture.

The Nagara style of temple architecture emerged some time in the
fifth century CE, during the late Gupta period, in northern India.

It is seen in juxtaposition with the Dravida style of southern India,
which too emerged in the same period.




NAGARA STYLE OF TEMPLE
ARCHITECTURE
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» Nagara temples are built on a raised
plinth, with the garbha griha
(sanctum sanctorum), where the idol
of the deity rests, the most sacred
part of the temple.

« Towering over the garbha griha is the
shikhara (literally ‘mountain peak’),
the most distinguishable aspect of
Nagara style temples.




As the name suggests, shikharas are human-made
representations of the natural and cosmological order, as
imagined in Hindu tradition.

A A typical Nagara style temple also comprises a circumambulatory
— passage around the garbha griha, and one or more mandapas
F N . .

(halls) on the same axis as it.



Five modes of Nagara architecture

Depending on the period and geography, there is a large variation when it
comes to what a shikhara looks like, or how it is used in a temple’s design.

On this basis, five modes of Nagara temple architecture, namely, Valabhi,
Phamsana, Latina, Shekhari, and Bhumija.

The first two are associated with what scholars have classified as Early
Nagara Style.
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BHISHM -Bharat Health Initiative for Sahyog, Hita and Maitri).

It is a project that aims to provide immediate medical assistance during
humanitarian crises or natural disasters.

It is a joint project of the Indian Navy and the DRDO (Defence Research and
Development Organisation).

The project also includes the world's first indigenous portable hospital.
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