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• Ramsar Convention on Wetlands The Ramsar Convention on Wetlands is 
an international treaty for “the conservation and sustainable use of 
wetlands”. 

• It is also known as the Convention on Wetlands. It is named after the 
city of Ramsar in Iran where it was signed on 2nd of February 1971.

• The 2nd of February each year is World Wetlands Day. The number of 
parties to the convention (COP) is 171 (as of Jan 2023). 

• At the centre of the Ramsar philosophy is the “wise use” of wetlands. 
Wise use: maintenance of ecological character within the context of 
sustainable development.



• There are over 2,400 Ramsar Sites covering 2.5 million sq km on 
the territories of 171 Ramsar Contracting Parties across the world. 

• The world’s first Site was the Cobourg Peninsula in Australia, 
designated in 1974

• . The countries with the most Ramsar Sites are the United 
Kingdom with 175 and Mexico with 142.

• Bolivia has the largest area under Ramsar protection.

















































Recommendations of VijayRaghavan 
Panel



• The nine-member VijayRaghavan panel, established by the 
government, has recently submitted a comprehensive report 
addressing concerns about the functioning of the Defence Research 
and Development Organisation (DRDO).



What are the Major 
Recommendations of the 
VijayRaghavan Committee? 

Background: 

A recent Parliamentary Standing 
Committee (PSC) on Defence's 
Report expressed concerns about 23 
out of 55 mission mode projects of 
DRDO facing significant delays. 

CAG Report (December 2022) 
indicated that 67% (119 out of 178) 
of the projects examined failed to 
adhere to proposed timelines.



Major Recommendations of VijayRaghavan Committee:

Refocusing on Research and Development (R&D)

Narrowing Focus and Expertise

Role of Defence Technology Council (DTC





Study Material in Indian Languages



The Government of India has directed school and higher education 
regulators and heads of educational institutions to make study material in 
Indian languages available for all courses in the next three years.

Study material for all courses under school and higher education will be 
made available digitally in Indian languages included in the 8th Schedule 
of the Constitution. 

This decision is in line with the recommendations of the National 
Education Policy (NEP-2020) to promote multilingualism in education at 
every level.



The government has been 
working in this direction for the 
past two years, with translation 
of various educational materials 

being done through the 
Anuvadini AI-based App.

In the school education 
ecosystem also study material is 

available in multiple Indian 
languages including over 30 

languages on DIKSHA.



Idate Commission Report



• The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) stressed on the 
need for the implementation of the Idate Commission report.

• The Commission

• Headed by - Bhiku Ramji Idate.

• Setup by - The Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment.

• Constituted in - 2015, for a three-year temporary term.

• Purpose - For the empowerment of the Denotified Tribes (DNT), 
Semi Nomadic (SNT), and Nomadic Tribes (NT).

https://www.iasparliament.com/current-affairs/state-of-denotified-tribes


• Nomadic and semi-nomadic communities are defined as those who move from 
one place to another rather than living at one place all the time.

• The committee had to submit its report identifying the above communities state 
wise, assessing their development status, and recommending ways to uplift them.

• In May 2018, the National Commission for Denotified Nomadic and Semi-
Nomadic Tribes, chaired by Bhiku Ramji Idate has submitted its report.



• A National Commission for De-notified, Nomadic and Semi-
Nomadic Tribes (NCDNT) was first set up in 2003 and later 
reconstituted in 2005.



Ingenuity



• The National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration (NASA) regained 
contact with its Mars helicopter 
Ingenuity, after it was unable to 
communicate with it towards the end of 
its 72nd flight.

• Launched on - July 30, 2020.

• Ingenuity - It is a small solar-powered 
helicopter that landed on the Martian 
surface on February 18, 2021, along with 
the Perseverance Rover.



• Purpose - The rover’s mission was to 
study signs of ancient life, and collect 
samples that might be sent back to Earth 
during future missions.

• Ingenuity was sent to Mars as an 
experiment to test powered, controlled 
flight on another world for the first time.

• The chopper made its first flight on Mars 
on April 19, 2021.

• Records - It rose to a height of 10 feet, 
hovered for 30 seconds, and then 
descended back to the ground.



• The flight lasted 39.1 seconds, which was 
a big deal for two reasons.
• One, Ingenuity was the first aircraft to fly on 

another planet.

• Two, it managed to fly in Mars’ thin 
atmosphere, which is not conducive for 
flying.

• Ingenuity is an autonomous aircraft.



Somnath Temple





• Prime Minister will inaugurate the Ram temple in 
Ayodhya, 73 years ago; the President of India 
inaugurated another temple in a grand ceremony.

• Located in - Prabhas Patan, Veraval, in Gujarat.

• Significance - It is the holy place of the first Aadi 
Jyotirling Shree Somnath Mahadev, among the 
twelve Jyotirlinga shrines of Shiva.

• It is also the place where Lord Shri Krishna took his 
last journey.

• Built by - In 1782, Maratha queen Ahalyabai Holkar 
built a small temple at the site.

• Other names - The Somnath temple, also called 
Somanātha temple or Deo Patan.



The temple faced several attacks from raiders, 
with the most damaging by Mahmud of Ghazni in 
1026 CE.

Under Mughals - In the sixteenth century, Akbar 
permitted the worship of the linga in the 
Somanatha temple and appointed desais /officers 
to administer it.

Three generations after Akbar, Aurangzeb gave 
orders for its destruction.



He subsequently issued an order for its 
destruction and its conversion into a 
mosque in 1706 just before he died.

After Independence - Those ruins were 
demolished and the present Somnath 

temple was reconstructed in the Maru-
Gurjara style of Hindu temple architecture.



Maru-Gurjara Style

It is also known as Solaṅki style is the style of 
West Indian temple architecture.

The style originated in Gujarat and Rajasthan 
from the 11th to 13th centuries, under the 
Chaulukya dynasty.

The Chaulukya dynasty is also called the Solaṅki 
dynasty.



Nagara Style of Architecture

Ayodhya’s Ram Temple is built on the Nagara Style of Architecture.

The Nagara style of temple architecture emerged some time in the 
fifth century CE, during the late Gupta period, in northern India.

It is seen in juxtaposition with the Dravida style of southern India, 
which too emerged in the same period.





• Nagara temples are built on a raised 
plinth, with the garbha griha 
(sanctum sanctorum), where the idol 
of the deity rests, the most sacred 
part of the temple.

• Towering over the garbha griha is the 
shikhara (literally ‘mountain peak’), 
the most distinguishable aspect of 
Nagara style temples.



As the name suggests, shikharas are human-made 
representations of the natural and cosmological order, as 
imagined in Hindu tradition.

A typical Nagara style temple also comprises a circumambulatory 
passage around the garbha griha, and one or more mandapas 
(halls) on the same axis as it.



Five modes of Nagara architecture

Depending on the period and geography, there is a large variation when it 
comes to what a shikhara looks like, or how it is used in a temple’s design.

On this basis, five modes of Nagara temple architecture, namely, Valabhi, 
Phamsana, Latina, Shekhari, and Bhumija.

The first two are associated with what scholars have classified as Early 
Nagara Style.





Project BHISHM



BHISHM -Bharat Health Initiative for Sahyog, Hita and Maitri).

It is a project that aims to provide immediate medical assistance during 
humanitarian crises or natural disasters.

It is a joint project of the Indian Navy and the DRDO (Defence Research and 
Development Organisation).

The project also includes the world's first indigenous portable hospital.







Thank you 
guys.


